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On behalf of the Office of Indian Education, U.S. Department of Education, the National Center for Education Statistics (NCES) will conduct the 2007 National Indian Education Study (NIES). The study, which is scheduled to begin in the spring of 2007, is intended to describe the condition of education for American Indian/Alaska Native students in the United States.

The 2007 NIES will collect a larger sample of 4th and 8th grade students resulting in a better understanding of AI/AN student performance in mathematics and reading. Results of Part I of the 2005 study, based on the National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP), set a baseline for the 21st century reading and mathematics performance of AI/AN 4th and 8th grade students. Part II of the study is an Indian Education Survey, which asks AI/AN students, their teachers, and school principals about the inclusion of native languages and cultural perspectives in the curriculum and about interactions between the school and the AI/AN community.

Unlike the previous study, the 2007 NIES will make a direct connection between Part I and Part II of the study since the data from the NIES 2007 questionnaires used in Part II will be linked to the NAEP student performance results from Part I. Moreover, it is anticipated that the larger sample will allow reporting for at least 12 states as well as national and regional reporting and offer policymakers and educators the opportunity to study the relationship between educational experiences and academic results.

Ultimately, the 2007 NIES is intended to assist the United States in continuing its relationship with, and fulfilling its responsibility to, AI/AN peoples with respect to the education of their children. The results of the study will also assist policymakers, educators and community members in making informed decisions to improve the education of all American Indian and Alaska Native students.

For more information regarding the NIES, please refer to the following contacts:

NIES Information Line: 800.592.0483

National Indian Education Study: http://nces.ed.gov/nationsreportcard/nies/ 

Center for Education Statistics: http://nces.ed.gov/
National Assessment of Education Progress: http://nces.ed.gov/nationsreportcard 

