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U.S. Department of Education 

Office of Vocational and Adult Education

Adult Basic and Literacy Education

Adult Basic Education to Community College Transitions Project


Background

Recent Bureau of Labor Statistics projections indicate that 70 percent of the fastest-growing jobs will require education beyond high school and that 40 percent of all new jobs will require at least an associate’s degree. As new jobs require increasing levels of proficiency in reading and math, problem-solving, teamwork, and communication skills, adults not only require access to basic education programs but also admission to community college certificate and degree programs.

Overview

The primary focus of this project is to identify programs, practices, and strategies that successfully facilitate the transition from adult basic education (ABE) to enrollment in credit-bearing community college classes.  The scope of work includes a review of the literature to identify criteria for selecting promising programs.  Based on the literature review’s findings, researchers have identified four states that have comprehensive data systems in place to allow accurate measurement of postsecondary transitions by ABE students (FL, KY, WA, and WI).  In each of these states the researchers will analyze program-level postsecondary transition outcomes to identify four relatively high-performing programs for in-depth case studies.  Berkeley Policy Associates along with partner organization MDRC will execute this project.

Outcomes and Products   

· Publication identifying successful transition practices 

· National symposium on project findings for key educational organizations, policymakers, and other constituencies 

· Research plan www.ed.gov/about/offices/list/ovae/pi/hs/factsh/cctransresplan.doc

Timeline

· September 2003 to September 2006

Contact

Ronna.Spacone@ed.gov

Website

http://www.ed.gov/about/offices/list/ovae/pi/proginit.html#adulted

The OVAE Fact Sheet Series highlights efforts currently underway at the Office of Vocational and Adult Education (OVAE) to support the principles of the President’s No Child Left Behind Act of 2001.  The principle(s) supported by this effort are checked.





Increase Accountability and Academic Achievement


Increase Options and Involvement for Parents and Students


Increase Flexibility and Reduce Bureaucracy


Focus on What Works
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