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3/Edits and Revises Own Writing/3

Dear Family, Your child is learning to focus and organize his
or her writing.

Good writers see life around them like a camera with a 
close-up lens.  They notice things and focus on them 
carefully in their writing.  
• Talk with your family about a room in your house.  Pick 

something special about the room, such as:

how it looks     how it smells     how it feels

• Write about the room by “zooming in” closer and closer 
on that one thing, such as how it looks.  Use the back of 
this paper or another piece of paper to describe what 
you see.

• When you have finished writing, read your story out loud 
to your family.

• Ask your family to help you answer these questions:
1. Did you stick to one topic?  _____________________________
2. Is your first sentence interesting? _________________________
3. Did you end with the most important thing you want your 

reader to know or feel?  __________________________________
4. Which part of your writing is most important? _____________
5. Is it in the best place to show how important it is? _________
6. Did you put parts together that talk about the same 

thing? ___________________________________________________

• Now rewrite your story.


