Summaries of Relevant Studies Reviewed by the Department That Meet the Standard for Moderate Evidence of Effectiveness

The Department is listing the following three studies for applicants to use as a guide in developing your responses to the Competitive Preference Priorities.  Applicants should carefully review the studies for relevance and adaptability.
Competitive Preference Priority 1:  Strategies designed to provide academic tutoring

Intelligent Tutoring for Structure Strategy

Wijekumar, K. K., Meyer, B. J. F., & Lei, P. (2012).  Large-scale randomized controlled trial with 4th graders using intelligent tutoring of the structure strategy to improve nonfiction reading comprehension. Educational Technology Research and Development, 60(6), 987–1013.
Link to Study:  http://eric.ed.gov/?id=EJ986753
Link to WWC Product: http://ies.ed.gov/ncee/wwc/pdf/single_study_reviews/wwc_nonfiction_070213.pdf
The study examined the effects of a web-based tutoring program, Intelligent Tutoring of the Structure Strategy (ITSS), on the reading comprehension of fourth-grade students in language arts classrooms.  The analysis included 1,875 to 2,371 fourth-grade students from 100 to 117 classrooms in Pennsylvania elementary schools (sample sizes varied across outcome measures). 

Schools volunteered to participate in the study.  Within each school or group of similar schools, researchers randomly assigned 131 classrooms to either participate in ITSS or serve as the comparison group, which followed the regular school curriculum for language arts.  Students in the ITSS classrooms used the system for one class period a week for six–seven months as a partial substitute for their regular language arts curriculum (i.e., time spent using ITSS replaced regular instructional time). 

This study assessed the effectiveness of ITSS immediately after the end of the intervention by comparing the reading comprehension of students in the ITSS classrooms with students in the comparison class-rooms.  Reading comprehension was measured with a standardized test (the Gray Silent Reading Test, or GSRT) and five researcher-designed measures on two types of text structures: comparison type texts and problem/solution type texts.
Competitive Preference Priority 2:  Strategies focused on developing mentoring programs 

College Coaching
Carrell, S., & Sacerdote, B. (2013).  Late interventions matter too:  The case of college coaching New Hampshire (NBER Working Paper 19031). Cambridge, MA:  National Bureau of Economic Research.
Link to Study:  http://www.nber.org/papers/w19031.pdf
Link to WWC Product: http://ies.ed.gov/ncee/wwc/pdf/single_study_reviews/wwc_newhampshire_100813.pdf
The study examined whether providing college application coaching to high school seniors’ increased postsecondary enrollment.  The program was aimed at students whom school counselors believed were on the verge of not applying to college, despite having tenth-grade test scores that were high enough to warrant applying. 

Study authors chose high schools in New Hampshire based on their interest in the intervention and their willingness to participate in a randomized experiment.  Approximately 1,150 students were randomly assigned into one of two groups.  Students in the intervention group received the college coaching pro-gram, which was implemented by college students and provided in-person assistance with completing college application and financial aid forms, money to cover application fees, and a $100 cash incentive to participants for completing the college application process.  Students in the comparison group did not receive the intervention (but they were eligible for the usual services normally available to them). 

The authors used data from the New Hampshire Department of Education’s Data Warehouse and the National Student Clearinghouse.  The primary outcome was whether students enrolled in college, and follow-up analyses examined whether students attended at least three semesters of college.
Check & Connect
Sinclair, M. F., Christenson, S. L., Evelo, D. L., & Hurley, C. M. (1998).  Dropout prevention for youth with disabilities:  efficacy of a sustained school engagement procedure.  Exceptional Children, 65(1), 7–21.

Sinclair, M. F., Christenson, S. L., & Thurlow, M. L. (2005). Promoting school completion of urban secondary youth with emotional or behavioral disabilities. Exceptional Children, 71(4), 465–482.

Link to Study 1:  https://bobcat.militaryfamilies.psu.edu/sites/default/files/placed-programs/Sinclair%20et.%20al.%201998.pdf
Link to Study 2: http://www.iod.unh.edu/APEX%20Trainings/Tier%202%20Manual/Additional%20Reading/3.%20Check%20and%20Connect.pdf
Link to WWC Product: http://ies.ed.gov/ncee/wwc/pdf/intervention_reports/wwc_checkconnect_050515.pdf
Check & Connect is an intervention to reduce dropping out of school.  It is based on monitoring of school performance, mentoring, case management, and other supports.  The “Check” component is designed to continually monitor student performance and progress.  The “Connect” component involves program staff giving individualized attention to students in partnership with other school staff, family members, and community service organizations.  Students enrolled in Check & Connect are assigned a “monitor” who regularly reviews information on attendance, behavior, or academic problems and intervenes when problems are identified.  The monitor also advocates for students, coordinates services, provides ongoing feedback and encouragement, and emphasizes the importance of staying in school.
