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The U.S. Department of Education, Office of Innovation and Improvement is seeking peer reviewers for the upcoming Teacher Quality Partnership (TQP) grant competition.  The program seeks to improve the quality of new teachers working in high-need local educational agencies and high-need schools by supporting reforms that result in model pre-baccalaureate teacher preparation programs and model teaching residency programs for talented and qualified individuals.

WHO: We are seeking peer reviewers from various professions and backgrounds to independently read, score, and provide timely, well written comments for TQP grant applications submitted to the U.S. Department of Education.  The most qualified reviewers will have education related backgrounds and experience in the following areas:
· Current and retired PK-12 teachers 

· Current and retired professors, instructors, or administrators in teacher preparation/certification programs               

· Current and retired state or district education officials or administrators

· Experts in program evaluation, particularly those that have experience with logic models and assessing program performance

· Education and public policy professionals

· Experience working with American Indian and Alaska Native; and/or rural student populations

· Implementation of teacher preparation and teacher residency programs    

· Implementation of teacher induction and mentoring initiatives

· Implementation of teacher professional development initiatives

· Experience in increasing student achievement, in particular for high need students 

WHEN: Reviews are tentatively scheduled for late June to early July; with a mandatory orientation webinar held 7-10 days prior to the review period.  

OTHER REQUIREMENTS: In addition to the skills, attributes and expertise highlighted above, peer reviewers must also meet the following requirements:

· Availability: Reviewers for the TQP competition will need to dedicate approximately 60 hours for the review process.  This time estimate includes participation in a mandatory orientation session by conference call prior to evaluating the applications, time for reading, scoring, developing comments, discussing assigned applications, entering comments into the G5 system, and editing comments in G5 to prepare them as final.  While exact dates for the review have not yet been finalized, we expect it will be around the end of June through early July 2016.

· Where: Reviewers will read, score and draft comments from their own locations.  Travel is not necessary for this peer review. 

· Tools: Each reviewer must have access to the Internet, a phone, a computer and a printer.  Reviewers should also have the ability to interact within the web environment during panel calls.
· Quality of review: Each reviewer must provide detailed, objective, constructive, and timely, well written reviews for each assigned application.  These reviews will be used to recommend applications for funding.  They will also be shared with each applicant, and the comments regarding winning applicants will be made available to the general public following the reviews.

HONORARIUM: Reviewers will receive an honorarium of $150 per application for the satisfactory completion of the above requirements during the grant review schedule.  A satisfactory review requires that each application is read, scored, and discussed.  The final comments and corresponding scores will be reviewed and approved by a panel moderator, prior to their final submission in the G5 system.  Applicants will review up to 10 applications.

IF INTERESTED: If you would like to be considered as a peer reviewer, complete the TQP Peer Reviewer Application found at https://survey.max.gov/195119.
The Peer Reviewer Application will take about 15 mintues to complete.  In an effort to expedite this application process, we suggest that you draft brief responses to the four questions below in a Word document then copy and paste them into the application.  Applicants should answer the questions in 300 words or less. The questions are:

1) Describe your experience and knowledge of undergraduate and/or graduate (residency) teacher preparation/certification programs.

2) Describe your experience and knowledge of program evaluation methods, evaluation tools, and assessing performance.  Additionally, please provide information about your experience with the use of logic models and assessing their quality.

3) Describe your experience and knowledge of the unique challenges faced when serving American Indian and Alaska Natives; and/or rural students.

4) Describe how your experience has provided you with a solid understanding of PK-12 education as a teacher or school leader.
After completing the Peer Reviewer Application, please email your resume  with the subject line  “FY2016 TQP PEER REVIEWER” to TQPartnership@ed.gov.  You must complete both steps by  Friday, April 29, 2016 to be considered as an FY 2016 TQP peer reviewer.  Please keep your resumes to five pages or less. Again, the TQP Peer Reviewer Application found at https://survey.max.gov/195119.
If you have any questions or need additional information, please contact the program staff at TQPartnership@ed.gov.  Thank you for your interest in the FY 16 TQP grant competition.
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