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August 15, 2006

Ms. Elizabeth Burmaster
Superintendent of Public Instruction
Wisconsin Department of Public Instruction
P.O. Box 7841
125 South Webster Street
Madison, WI 53707
Dear Superintendent Burmaster:

To meet the No Child Left Behind (NCLB) Act requirement of having every student on grade level in reading and mathematics by 2014, we must continue working together to ensure that every student has access to a highly qualified, effective teacher.  

On May 12, 2006, the U.S. Department of Education requested that your State submit a revised highly qualified teachers (HQT) plan detailing the actions that your agency and the State’s local educational agencies will take to ensure that, during the 2006-07 school year and beyond, all teachers of core academic subjects are highly qualified, and that poor and minority children are taught at the same rates as other children by highly qualified and experienced teachers.  Similar requests were made to all States because the Department had determined that, although most States have made significant progress over the past four years, none was likely to meet the NCLB requirement of having all classes in core academic subjects taught by a highly qualified teacher by the end of the 2005-06 school year.  

Thank you for submitting your revised State HQT plan in early July, as we requested.  All the State plans were peer reviewed in late July by panels of readers with expertise in teacher quality and education reform.  Enclosed with this letter is a copy of the peer review panel’s comments and recommendations for your State.  We will also be posting the peer review comments on the Department’s Web site.

As you can see, the peer reviewers concluded that your plan did not satisfy any of the six review criteria, including the requirement (in §1111(b)(8)(C) of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act, as amended by NCLB) that the State prepare a plan to ensure that poor and minority children are taught at the same rates as other children by highly qualified and experienced teachers.  Given the substantial deficiencies noted in the peer reviewers’ assessment, with which we concur, the Department is designating your agency as high-risk and will monitor your State as soon as possible to ensure that you can successfully carry out both of the following activities:  

· No later than November 1, 2006, your agency must provide data on the percentage of core academic subject classes in the 2005-06 school year that were taught by teachers who were highly qualified to teach them.  The Department intends to audit your submitted data to ensure that it is comprehensive and accurate.
· In addition, your agency must prepare and re-submit a revised State plan, including specific steps to ensure that poor and minority children are not taught disproportionately by less qualified teachers, that fully addresses all of the plan’s required components and corrects the deficiencies that the peer reviewers identified.  Department staff will expect monthly updates on how the plan is proceeding and is prepared to provide technical assistance and support in developing the plan.  We expect the plan to be complete no later than November 1, 2006.  Once the plan is accepted, Department staff will continue to work with your agency to ensure that the proposed activities are carried out as described.

In order to be removed from the high-risk grantee category, the State must, at minimum, submit both data that meet Departmental audit standards and a plan that addresses all of the deficiencies identified by the peer reviewers.  If you want to request reconsideration of the imposition of high-risk status on your agency or the conditions in this letter, you may send a written request to me no later than August 29, 2006.

Within the next few days, the Department will contact your office to schedule a discussion of these requirements and to arrange, at your earlier convenience, an on-site monitoring visit.  If you have any additional questions, please do not hesitate to contact Robert Stonehill (202-260-9737, or robert.stonehill@ed.gov), or Libby Witt (202-260-5585, or elizabeth.witt@ed.gov).  Thank you for your further attention to this matter. 

Sincerely,

/s/

Henry L. Johnson

Enclosure

