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June 16, 2006

Mr. Roger Sampson
Commissioner of Education
Alaska Department of Education & Early Development
801 West 10th Street
Suite 200
Juneau, AK 99801-1894
Dear Commissioner Sampson:

I am writing to acknowledge that the Alaska Department of Education & Early Development (ADEED) has submitted preliminary data on the numbers and percentages of classes taught by highly qualified teachers (HQT).  These revised data from the 2005-06 school year appropriately include special education teachers of core academic subjects.  We understand that the data from the eight Alaska districts that are not eligible for the Small Rural School Achievement (SRSA) program, representing approximately 75 percent of the classes in the State, are complete.  Data from the State’s rural districts, where data collection is more difficult, are preliminary, conservative estimates.  Plans are in place to assure that in the future, all districts will meet NCLB requirements in regards to highly qualified teacher data, and we expect to see full, complete, State-wide data for the 2006-07 school year by November 15, 2006.  

To summarize, the preliminary data from the eight large districts show that the percentages of classes taught by highly qualified teachers in these districts range from 62.5 percent to 98.7 percent.  Most of the districts have improved their HQT percentages, sometimes dramatically, since data were last reported in October 2005.  The data provided also show that over 64 percent of core academic classes in the State are taught by highly qualified teachers.

Thank you for presenting this additional information in such a timely manner.  The U.S. Department of Education now agrees that the ADEED is, in general, implementing the HQT provisions of the statute and making an effort to meet the HQT goal.  As a result, we will not require any grant conditions and do not anticipate imposing any sanctions on the ADEED regarding this issue.

Nevertheless, the submitted data show that Alaska will not meet the 100 percent HQT goal by the end of the current school year.  The Department looks forward to reviewing the revised plan you will submit in July that details the specific steps you will take to reach the HQT goal in the 2006-07 school year.

Sincerely,

/s/

Henry L. Johnson
www.ed.gov
400 MARYLAND AVE., SW, WASHINGTON, DC  20202
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