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Setting

Eight middle schools serving over 6000 students in grades six through eight in Memphis, Tennessee are participating in the Striving Readers project.  Ninety-five percent of the students served by these schools are African American and five percent are Hispanic.  Eighty-eight percent of these students are eligible for free or reduced priced lunch, and 3 percent are identified as English Language Learners.

Targeted Intervention

Model:  The Read 180 Instructional Program, developed by Scholastic Inc, is a reading curriculum for struggling readers in grades 4-12.  READ 180 aims to directly address the individual needs of adolescents reading below grade level through adaptive and instructional software, teacher-directed instruction using a textbook and similar resources, and independent or modeled reading of high interest literature.  To learn how to implement the intervention, teachers were to participate in two all-day summer training sessions, and up to seven two-hour training sessions during the year.  Teachers also had access to online professional development material and ongoing classroom support as needed.  Students in the treatment group receive READ 180 in addition to the regular language arts instruction.  Students can receive the targeted intervention for two years. 

Participants:  Students are eligible for the targeted intervention if they score in the bottom quartile of the state assessment, the Tennessee Comprehensive Assessment Program (TCAP).

Whole School Intervention

Model:  The Memphis Content Literacy Academy (MCLA) professional development model is being evaluated as the whole school intervention.  The model, which was developed by team members from the University of Memphis and Memphis City Schools, trains core content area teachers to teach students research-based strategies to help them strengthen their fluency, vocabulary, and comprehension skills before, during, and after reading.

Participants:  English/language arts, mathematics, science, and social studies teachers in four of the middle schools are receiving professional development in the MCLA model.  All students of teachers participating in the professional development, regardless of their reading ability, are receiving instruction informed by the whole school intervention. 

Evaluation of the Targeted Intervention

Research Questions:

1. What is the immediate impact of Read 180 on the reading and subject area achievement of struggling readers at the end of the first year of student participation?

Research Design and Methods:  Students scoring in the lowest quartile on the English/Language Arts component of the TCAP are randomly assigned to receive the supplemental Read 180 class or to a control group.  Students continue to receive instruction in the regular language arts curriculum.  The impact of Read 180 on student outcomes will be modeled using multilevel models to account for the nesting of students within schools.

Control Condition:  Students randomized to the control group continue to receive instruction in the regular language curriculum.

Sample Size:  In the first year of the study, 1740 struggling readers were randomized to the treatment or control group.  Similar numbers of students are expected in subsequent years of the evaluation.

Key Measures of Student Reading Outcomes:

Iowa Test of Basic Skills (ITBS)

Tennessee Comprehensive Assessment Program (TCAP)

Evaluation of the Whole School Intervention

Research Questions:

1. What are the separate and combined effects of MCLA and Read 180 on reading achievement levels?

Research Design and Methods:  The eight study schools were matched based on school enrollment levels and 2005 TCAP Mean NCE scores in English/Language Arts and Mathematics (disaggregated by grade) and then randomly assigned to implement the MCLA model or to a control condition.  Students in the treatment schools are taught by teachers trained in the MCLA model.  Within any given MCLA school, some of the students are randomized to the Read 180 group and therefore receive both treatments while the other students only receive the whole-school intervention.  Conversely, in non-MCLA schools, some of the students only receive the Read 180 treatment while the other students receive neither treatment. 

Two-level hierarchical linear models (students nested within schools) will be fit to assess the impact of MCLA on student outcomes.  A cross-level interaction term will be included to estimate the differential effect of MCLA on student outcomes with and without Read 180. 

Comparison Group:  Teachers in the four non-MCLA schools will continue to attend regularly scheduled professional development activities.

Sample Size:  All students enrolled in the eight schools for a majority of instructional days will be included in the sample for the evaluation of the whole school intervention. Across the eight schools in the first year of the study, 5013 students were included in the evaluation of the whole school intervention. 

Key Measures of Student Reading Outcomes:

Iowa Test of Basic Skills (ITBS)

Tennessee Comprehensive Assessment Program (TCAP)

