
Appendix D: Measures 

Student Reading Strategies Inventory 
 
 

 
Listed below are statements about what people do when they read academic or school‐related 
materials such as textbooks or library books. There are no right or wrong answers.  Please answer 
as honestly and truthfully as you can and provide an answer for each question.  
 

Your answers on this survey are completely confidential.   
Information about this survey will be released in summary form only. 

 
 

1 = I never or almost never do this  
2 = I do this only occasionally   
3 = I sometimes do this (about 50% of the time)   
4 = I usually do this    
5 = I always or almost always do this 
 

1.  I have a purpose in mind when I read. 
  
2.  I take notes while reading to help me understand what I read. 
  
3.  I think about what I know to help me understand what I read. 
  
4.  I preview the text to see what it’s about before reading it. 
  
5.  When text becomes difficult, I read aloud to help me understand what I 

read. 
  
6.  I summarize what I read to reflect on important information in the text. 
  
7.  I think about whether the content of the text fits my reading purpose. 
  
8.  I read slowly but carefully to be sure I understand what I’m reading. 
  
9.  I discuss what I read with others to check my understanding. 
  
10.  I skim the text first by noting characteristics like length and organization. 
  
11.  I try to get back on track when I lose concentration. 
  
12.  I underline or circle information in the text to help me remember it. 
  
13.  I adjust my reading speed according to what I’m reading. 
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1 = I never or almost never do this  
2 = I do this only occasionally   
3 = I sometimes do this (about 50% of the time) 
4 = I usually do this    
5 = I always or almost always do this 

 
 

14.  I decide what to read closely and what to ignore. 
  
15.  I use reference materials such as dictionaries to help me understand what I 

read. 
  
16.  When text becomes difficult, I pay closer attention to what I’m reading. 
  
17.  I use tables, figures, and pictures in text to increase my understanding. 
  
18.  I stop from time to time and think about what I’m reading. 
  
19.  I use context clues to help me better understand what I’m reading. 
  
20.  I paraphrase (restate ideas in my own words) to better understand what I 

read. 
  
21.  I try to picture or visualize information to help remember what I read. 
  
22.  I use typographical aids like boldface, and italics to identify key information. 
  
23.  I critically analyze and evaluate the information presented in the text. 
  
24.  I go back and forth in the text to find relationships among ideas in it. 
  
25.  I check my understanding when I come across conflicting information. 
  
26.  I try to guess what the material is about when I read. 
  
27.  When text becomes difficult, I reread to increase my understanding. 
  
28.  I ask myself questions I like to have answered in the text. 
  
29.  I check to see if my guesses about the text are right or wrong. 
  
30.  I try to guess the meaning of unknown words or phrases. 

 
 
 
 
 



   
 Please mark your responses to these statements on the 

scantron sheet: 
  
31. 
 

I would rate my overall reading ability as: 
1) excellent      2)  average      3)  not so good 

  
32. I would rate my overall academic performance in school as: 

1)  excellent      2)  average      3)  not so good 
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Motivation for Reading Questionnaire for Adolescents*, (Cantrell, Almasi, & Rintamaa © 2006) p.3. 
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Adolescents* 
 

gree 

  3 = Agree 

 
ds or family. 

t read more about it. 

ies to learn more about them. 

e read. 

erest me. 

ost students in the class. 

d well. 

17. My friends and I like to trade things to read. 
 

Striving Readers Motivation for 
Reading Questionnaire for 

  
 
1 = Strongly Disa

   2 = Disagree 
 
   4 = Strongly Agree 

1. I visit the library often with frien
 
2. I like hard, challenging books. 
 
3. I know that I will do well reading in my classes next year. 
 
4. If the teacher discusses something interesting I migh
 
5. I like it when the questions in books make me think. 
 
6. I read about my hobb
 
7. I am a good reader. 
 
8. I enjoy reading magazines. 
 
9. I often read to other people. 
 
10. I like being the only one who knows an answer in something w
 
11. I read to learn new information about topics that int
 
12. My friends sometimes tell me I am a good reader. 
 
13. I learn more from reading than m
 
14. I like to read about new things. 
 
15. I like hearing the teacher say I rea
 
16. I sometimes read to my parents. 
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1 = Strongly Disagree 
   2 = Disagree 
   3 = Agree 
   4 = Strongly Agree 
 

 
18. I don’t like reading something when the words are too difficult. 
 
19. I make pictures in my mind when I read. 
 
20. I always read exactly as the teacher wants. 
 
21. I usually learn difficult things by reading.  
 
22. I don’t like vocabulary questions. 
 
23. Complicated texts are no fun to read. 
 
24. I am happy when someone recognizes my reading. 
 
25. I feel like I make friends with people in good books. 
 
26. My parents often tell me what a good job I am doing with reading. 
 
27. Finishing every reading assignment is very important to me. 
 
28. I talk to my friends about what I am reading. 
 
29. If I am reading an interesting topic I sometimes lose track of time. 
 
30. I like to get compliments for my reading. 
 
31. Grades are a good way to see how well you read. 
 
32. I like to help my friends with the reading we do for school. 
 
33. I read to improve my grades. 
 
34. I enjoy a long, involved story or fiction book. 
 
35. I like to tell my family about what I am reading. 
 
36. I try to get more answers right than friends. 
 
37. If the project is interesting, I can read difficult material. 
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1 = Strongly Disagree 
   2 = Disagree 
   3 = Agree 
   4 = Strongly Agree 
 

 
38. I enjoy reading books about people in different countries. 
 
39. I enjoy searching for information on the internet. 
 
40. I always try to finish my reading on time. 
 
41. If a book is interesting, I don’t care how hard it is to read. 
 
42. I like to finish my reading before other students. 
 
43. In comparison to my other school work I am best at reading. 
 
44. I am willing to work hard to read better than my friends. 
 
45. I don’t like it when there are too many new ideas in the text. 
 
46. It is very important to me to be a good reader. 
 
47. In comparison to other activities I do, it is very important to me to be a good reader. 
 
48. I am a very good reader. 
 
49. I put forth my best effort on this survey. 
 
50. This survey was easy for me. 
 
 
 
 

Thank you for taking time for to fill out this survey! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

*based on the Motivation for Reading Questionnaire contained in: 
 
 Baker, L., & Wigfield, A.  (1999). Dimensions of children’s motivation for reading and their relations to reading   

activity and reading achievement.  Reading Research Quarterly, 34, 452-477.   
Wigfield, A. & Gurthrie, J.  (1997). Relations of children’s motivation for reading to the amount and breadth of their 

reading.  Journal of Educational Psychology, 89, 420-432. 
 



 
 

Striving Readers Teacher Survey* 
 

Name (please print) __________________________________________Date ___________________  
 
School _______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
E‐mail address (school) ________________________________________________________________ 
 
Directions:  Please completely fill in each circle.  
Thank you for completing this questionnaire.  To ensure your privacy, information from 
this survey will be released in summary form only. 
 
PART I.  Teacher Background    
 
1. What subject(s) do you currently teach? (include all) 

 Language Arts/Speech       Science       Social Studies           
 Special Ed                    Reading                  Mathematics                        

   
 Administrator (If you are an Administrator, please fill in circle and skip to Part II)     
 Other _________________________ 

 
2. What subject(s) is your primary teaching responsibility?  

 Language Arts/Speech       Science              Social Studies    Mathematics                      
 Special Ed               Reading     Other _________________________ 

 
3. What is your gender:   male        female     
 
4. Ethnicity (optional):   Caucasian       African American     Hispanic       Asian American              

 Native Americans       Other 
 

5.    How many years of teaching experience do you have?  
 0 – 3 years     4 ‐ 7 years         8 – 11 years     12 – 15 years   16 years and 

up 
 
6.    What grade level(s) do you teach in school? (include all) 

 6th     7th         8th         9th         10th          11th           12th           Other______ 
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7.  What is the highest degree you have earned?  
       Bachelor’s   Master’s      Specialist/Rank I      Doctorate 
 
8.  How many years ago did you receive your highest academic degree?  

 0 – 3 years     4 ‐ 7 years         8 – 11 years     12 – 15 years   16 years and 
up 
 

9.  How many years have you been teaching in your present school? 
 0 – 3 years     4 ‐ 7 years         8 – 11 years     12 – 15 years   16 years and 

up 
 

10.  Are you presently teaching under emergency certification?   yes        no 
 
11.  Have you had other types of literacy‐focused professional development?   yes        no 
 
 
PART II.  Teacher Beliefs 
This survey focuses on reading, which may be defined as constructing meaning from a variety of texts, 
including books, charts, graphs, technology, etc. 
 
Please use the scale below to answer the questions that follow. Please provide a response to every question.  
If none of the alternatives provided for a question corresponds exactly to your position or opinion, select 
the alternative that comes closest to the answer you would like to give.  If you teach more than one subject 
area, please think about the subject that is your primary responsibility when answering the questions. 
 

1=Strongly Agree  
2=Moderately Agree  
3=Agree slightly more than disagree 
4=Disagree slightly more than agree  
5=Moderately Disagree  
6=Strongly Disagree 

 
   

Strongly
Agree 

Moderately 
Agree 

Agree 
slightly 
more 
than 

Disagree
 

Disagree 
slightly  
more 
than 

Agree 
 

Moderately
Disagree 

Strongly 
Disagree 

1. Factors beyond my control have a 
greater influence on my students’ 
ability to read than I do. 

1 2 3
 

4 5 6

2. I am good at helping all the 
students in my classes make 
significant improvement in their 
reading comprehension. 

1 2 3
 

4 5 6

3. Some students are not going to 
make a lot of progress this year in 
reading, no matter what I do. 

1 2 3
 

4 5 6
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Strongly
Agree 

Moderately 
Agree 

Agree 
slightly 
more 
than 

Disagree
 

Disagree 
slightly  
more 
than 

Agree 
 

Moderately
Disagree 

Strongly 
Disagree 

4. I am certain that I am making a 
difference in the lives of my 
students when it comes to reading. 

1 2 3
 

4 5 6

5. There is little I can do to ensure 
that all my students make 
significant progress in reading this 
year. 

1 2 3
 

4 5 6

6. I can deal with almost any reading 
problem.  1 2 3

 
4 5 6

7. The amount a student can read is 
primarily related to family 
background.  

1 2 3
 

4 5 6

8. If students are not willing to read, 
I can do little about it.  1 2 3

 
4 5 6

9. If parents would do more for their 
children’s reading, I could do 
more.  

1 2 3
 

4 5 6

10.  If one of my students could not do 
a class assignment, I would be able 
to accurately assess whether the 
assignment was at the correct level 
of reading difficulty. 

1 2 3
 

4 5 6

11.  If I really try hard, I can get 
through to even the most difficult 
or unmotivated students. 

1 2 3
 

4 5 6

12.  When it comes right down to it, I 
really cannot do much about a 
student’s reading because most of 
a student’s performance depends 
upon his or her home 
environment. 

1 2 3
 

4 5 6

13.  When a student does better than 
usual in reading, it is often 
because I exerted a little extra 
effort. 

1 2 3
 

4 5 6

14. 
rs to 

nding of word  1 2 3 4 5 6

I know how to teach vocabulary 
effectively.  Vocabulary refe
the understa
meanings.  

 

15. 
g as well as I do 

Even when I try very hard, I do 
not teach readin
most subjects.  

1 2 3
 

4 5 6

16.  When my students’ reading   
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Strongly
Agree 

Moderately 
Agree 

Agree 
slightly 
more 
than 

Disagree
 

Disagree 
slightly  
more 
than 

Agree 
 

Moderately
Disagree 

Strongly 
Disagree 

improves, it is most often due to 
my having found a more effective 

1 2 3 4 5 6

teaching approach. 
17.   teach 

y content area  1 2 3 4 5 6

I know the steps necessary to
reading in m
effectively.  

 

18.   

 the most  1 2 3 4 5 6

I am convinced that I am able to
successfully teach all relevant 
subject content to even
difficult students. 

 

19.  e 
ts in reading in my content  1 2 3 4 5 6

I effectively use grouping to engag
studen
area. 

 

20. 
ng students’ reading  1 2 3 4 5 6

I am not very effective in 
monitori
ability.  

 

21. 
ely due to my 

If students are underachieving in 
reading, it is most lik
ineffective teaching. 

1 2 3
 

4 5 6

22.  I generally deal with students’ 
reading problems ineffectively.   1 2 3

 
4 5 6

23. 
g as well as I teach  1 2 3 4 5 6

Even when I try very hard, I do 
not teach writin
most subjects. 

 

24.  e 
uacy of a student’s  1 2 3 4 5 6

My good teaching can overcom
the inadeq
reading.  

 

25. 
ing achievement of  1 2 3 4 5 6

I should not be held responsible 
for the low read
some students. 

 

26. 
usually  1 2 3 4 5 6

When a low‐achieving student 
progresses in reading, it is 
due to my extra attention. 

 

27.   

 along with content area  1 2 3 4 5 6

I understand reading concepts
well enough to be effective in 
teaching it
material. 

 

28. 

udentsʹ achievement in  1 2 3 4 5 6

Increased effort in teaching 
reading will produce little change 
in some st
my class. 

 

29. 
vement of students 

I am generally responsible for the 
reading achie 1 2 3

 
4 5 6
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Strongly
Agree 

Moderately 
Agree 

Agree 
slightly 
more 
than 

Disagree
 

Disagree 
slightly  
more 
than 

Agree 
 

Moderately
Disagree 

Strongly 
Disagree 

in my class. 
30.   a subject 

D my ability to 
1 2 3 4 5 6

Studentsʹ achievement in
is directly related to my 
effectiveness in teaching that 
content area AN
teach reading. 

 

31.  child 

 probably due  1 2 3 4 5 6

If parents comment that their 
is showing more interest in a 
subject at school, it is
to my performance. 

 

32.   

 
 a 

 uses to “figure out” a 
1 2 3 4 5 6

I know how to teach my students
to decode unknown words they 
read in my content area.  Decoding
refers to the method or strategy
student
word. 

 

33.  cessary I wonder if I have the ne
skills to teach reading.   1 2 3

 
4 5 6

34. 

1 2 3 4 5 6

My effectiveness in teaching 
reading has little influence on 
students with low motivation. 

 

35.  invite 

g within my  1 2 3 4 5 6

Given a choice, I would not 
someone in to evaluate my 
teaching of readin
content area. 

 

36. 

 
 student understand it 

1 2 3 4 5 6

When a student has difficulty 
understanding his/her reading, I 
am usually at a loss as to how to
help the
better. 

 

37. 
out reading in  1 2 3 4 5 6

I do not know what to do to get 
students excited ab
my content area.  

 

38. 
ncy 

d quickly and with 
1 2 3 4 5 6

I am certain that I know how to 
enhance students’ reading flue
in my content area.  (Fluency 
refers to the ability to read text 
accurately an
expression). 

 

39. 
 help some kids to 

Even if I teach the content area 
well, I cannot
read better.  

1 2 3
 

4 5 6

40.  I believe my students’ prior   
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Strongly
Agree 

Moderately 
Agree 

Agree 
slightly 
more 
than 

Disagree
 

Disagree 
slightly  
more 
than 

Agree 
 

Moderately
Disagree 

Strongly 
Disagree 

experiences will directly affect 
their ability to understand what
they a

 
re reading in my content 

1 2 3 4 5 6

area. 
41. 

1 2 3 4 5 6

I believe I teach students to 
question the viewpoint of text 
appropriately when they read. 

 

42.  ing 
st time I will try another  1 2 3 4 5 6

If a child does not learn someth
the fir
way. 

 

43.   
 of  1 2 3 4 5 6

Most teachers in my school are
skilled in various methods
teaching reading. 

 

44. 
  1 2 3 4 5 6

Most teachers in my school are 
well prepared to teach the subjects
they are assigned to teach. 

 

45.  y 
n to  1 2 3 4 5 6

Most teachers in my school reall
believe every child can lear
read in their content area. 

 

46. 
ost teachers in  1 2 3 4 5 6

If a child does not want to read in 
their content area, m
my school give up. 

 

47. 
uce  1 2 3 4 5 6

Most teachers in my school do not 
have the skills needed to prod
meaningful student learning. 

 

48. 
dren to  1 2 3 4 5 6

Most teachers in my school have 
what it takes to get the chil
read in their content area. 

 

49. 
t through to struggling  1 2 3 4 5 6

Most teachers in my school are 
able to ge
readers. 

 

50.   

1 2 3 4 5 6

Most teachers in my school are
confident they will be able to 
motivate their struggling readers. 

 

51. 
lies makes teaching very  1 2 3 4 5 6

The lack of instructional materials 
and supp
difficult. 

 

52. 
ith student  1 2 3 4 5 6

Most teachers in my school do not 
have the skills to deal w
disciplinary problems. 

 

53.   
students that no 

Most teachers in my school think
there are some 
one can reach. 

1 2 3
 

4 5 6
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Strongly
Agree 

Moderately 
Agree 

Agree 
slightly 
more 
than 

Disagree
 

Disagree 
slightly  
more 
than 

Agree 
 

Moderately
Disagree 

Strongly 
Disagree 

54.   

s for  1 2 3
 

4 5 6

The quality of school facilities in
my school really facilitates the 
teaching and learning proces
reading in the content area. 

55. 

that they are bound to  1 2 3 4 5 6

Home life provides so many 
advantages to students in my 
school 
learn. 

 

56.  ool come to 
chool ready to learn.  1 2 3 4 5 6

The students in my sch
s
 

 

57. 
ake learning  1 2 3 4 5 6

Drug and alcohol abuse in my 
school’s community m
difficult for students. 

 

58.  The opportunities in my school’s 
community help ensure that the 
students in my school will learn. 

1 2 3
 

4 5 6

59.  ol just are not Students in my scho
motivated to learn.  1 2 3

 
4 5 6

60.  my 
 

worried about their safety. 
1 2 3 4 5 6

Learning is more difficult at 
school because students are  

  
Thank you for completing this survey! 

A. E., & Hoy, W. K. (1990). Prospective teachers’ sense of efficacy and beliefs about control. Journal of Educational Psychology, 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
* Adapted from: 
Woolfolk, 
82, 81‐91. 
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Hoy, W. K., & Woolfolk, A. E. (1993). Teachers’ sense of efficacy and the organizational health of schools.  The Elementary School 
Journal, 93, 356‐372. 


