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Setting

Sixty-four Title I schools serving sixth- through eighth-grade students in the Chicago Public School system were selected to participate in the Chicago Public Schools Striving Readers (CPS-SR) Project.  The vast majority of the schools in the CPS-SR project are located in communities that are economically disadvantaged and racially segregated.  On average, 93 percent of students in the CPS-SR schools receive free or reduced priced lunch.
  Across the schools, 39 percent of the students are African-American, 54 percent are Hispanic, 6 percent are white, and 1 percent are from other ethnic groups; however, nearly all CPS-SR schools are comprised of one predominate racial or ethnic group.  Half of the students are classified as English Language Learners. 

Targeted Intervention

Model:  The Chicago Striving Readers Program was developed specifically for this district, in consultation with Dr. Donna Ogle (National-Louis University). The model is comprised of five major components: 1) comprehensive reading instruction that focuses on direct, explicit instruction, and uses modeling and scaffolding to meet students’ individual needs, 2) purposeful assessment that is administered regularly and effectively interpreted to diagnose the reading comprehension, fluency and word knowledge abilities of students, 3) data-driven instruction that allows teachers to adjust the level of instruction based on student performance and group students according to their reading levels, 4) highly motivating reading materials integrated with engaging technology and audio resources, and 5) professional development that is differentiated according to roles and responsibilities of project staff.

Students in the treatment schools are assigned to Tiers based on their reading skills. Students in the treatment schools are assessed on their reading level using the Illinois Standard Achievement Test (ISAT). Tier 1 students are readers who are at or above grade level. Tier 2 students are readers who are up to two grades below grade level. Tier 3 students are the most struggling readers, performing at two to three years below grade level. 

The targeted intervention is geared for Tiers 2 and 3. Tier 2 and 3 students receive the targeted intervention during the regular classroom instruction with the support of a literacy intervention teacher (LIT). 

Tier 3 students, in addition to receiving the targeted intervention, receive an additional intensive intervention. Sixth-grade Tier 3 students are eligible to participate in an after-school component with additional 240 minutes of literacy instruction using the Achieving Maximum Potential (AMP) program, developed by Dr. Timothy Shanahan. AMP is a supplemental reading program which includes a teacher guide, two student workbooks, and high interest story books. In addition the AMP program includes books on tape, which students listen to while following the reading in their story books. Seven core comprehension strategies are taught in the AMP reading program: summarizing, previewing and predicting, questioning, visualizing, inferring, metacognition and text structure.

Participants:  Students in sixth- through eighth-grade that are served by schools randomized to implement CPS-SR and that are performing up to two years (Tier 2) or two or more years below grade level (Tier 3), as defined by their scores on the Illinois Standards Achievement Test, are eligible for the targeted intervention.  

Whole School Intervention

Model:  The goal of Chicago Striving Readers Program is to provide a seamless, aligned approach to reading instruction across language arts, social studies, science, and math for all readers across all grades.  Therefore, in treatment schools, all students will receive instruction guided by the Chicago Striving Readers Program.  All teachers of students in grades six through eight receive comprehensive professional development (led by National-Louis University) around five key comprehension strategies, in order to focus their teaching on these strategies each school day.

1. Direct / explicit vocabulary instruction: Systematic approach to teaching academic content vocabulary in all subjects using Robert Marzano’s Building Background Knowledge.
2. Partner reading (PRC2): a reading instructional framework developed by Dr. Donna Ogle to support reading comprehension and fluency of nonfiction text.

3. Text Sets: high interest books used to help students read strategically, promote engagement and motivation, and deepen their content knowledge. 

4. Aligned library support: aligning library materials and resources to support students in wide reading.
5. Technology integration:  use of classroom computers and listening centers designed to support small group differentiated instruction. 
Participants:  All sixth through eighth-grade students in the treatment schools will receive instruction guided by the CPS-SR project. This includes Tiers 1, 2, and 3.

Evaluation of the Targeted Intervention

Research Questions:
1. What is the impact of the Chicago Striving Readers Program on Tier 2 and Tier 3 students in grades six through eight, defined as students reading below grade level?

2. What is the impact of the Chicago Striving Readers Program on Tier 3 sixth grade students, defined as those students reading two to three years below grade level?

Research Design and Methods:  Two cohorts of 32 schools each (64 schools total) are randomly assigned to either implement the Chicago Striving Readers Program or to continue implementing their current language arts curriculum.  Students in treatment schools that are designated as reading below grade level (both Tier 2 and 3) receive the targeted intervention. Students who are the most struggling readers are in Tier 3, and receive additional intensive services.  The school-level random assignment is maintained for the duration of the five-year study.

The impact of the Chicago Striving Readers Program will be analyzed using multilevel models, to account for the nesting of students within schools. Because random assignment was at the school-level, the intervention (or treatment indicator) is modeled at the school level (level two).  Models will also be run to disaggregate effects by Tier, in order to examine the separate effect of the most intense services on the most struggling readers.  Impacts will also be examined separately by grade level.

Control Condition:  The students in control schools are not tiered, as in the treatment schools.  Students in the control schools will be in their regular language arts classes, instructed by teachers who attend the regular professional development offered by the school district and deliver instruction to students according to the regular language arts curriculum. For analysis purposes, students in the control school will be tiered post-hoc using ISAT. For example, Tier 3 students in the treatment schools will be compared to students in the control schools who also perform two to three years below grade level.

Sample Size:  Sixty-four schools are participating in the evaluation; 32 schools (Cohort 1) were randomly assigned in year one of the study.  Approximately 6,000 students across grades six through eight are served by schools included in Cohort 1, and similar numbers of students are expected to be included in Cohort 2.  Of the students served by Cohort 1 schools, 413 students were identified as performing two to three years below grade level (Tier 3) and will be included in the evaluation of the impact of the most intensive services on the most struggling readers.  Similar numbers of struggling readers are expected in Cohort 2 schools.

Key Measures of Student Reading Outcomes:

Illinois Standards Achievement Test (ISAT)

Stanford Achievement Test (SAT-10)

Evaluation of the Whole School Intervention

Research Questions:
1. What is the impact of the Chicago Striving Readers Program on all students in grades six through eight?

Research Design and Methods:  Because schools are randomly assigned to either implement CPS-SR or to continue with the existing literacy program, the same design used to assess the targeted intervention is used to evaluate the whole-school intervention.  Treatment schools implement the complete program and control schools continue their regular professional development and language arts programs for the duration of the evaluation.

The same analytic strategy is used to evaluate both the targeted and whole-school models. 

Control Condition:  Control school teachers receive the regular professional development offered by the districts and deliver instruction according to the regular language arts curriculum. The control school teachers do not attend the Striving Readers professional development workshops.

Sample Size:  The same sample of schools described above is used to evaluate the whole school intervention.  

Key Measures of Student Reading Outcomes:

Illinois Standards Achievement Test (ISAT)

� These data are from 32 schools selected for Cohort 1 of the project.  Thirty-two additional schools were selected for Cohort 2; data for these schools will be available upon the submission of the Year 2 Evaluation Report, scheduled for late 2008. 





