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OMB Number: 4040-0004
Expiration Date: 01/31/2009

Application for Federal Assistance SF-424 Version 02
*1. Type of Submission: * 2. Type of Application: * |f Revision, select appropriate letter(s):

j Preapplication Z New

E Application | Continuation * Other (Specify)

j Changed/Corrected Application : Revision

* 3. Date Received: 4. Applicant Identifier:

05/09/2011

5a. Federal Entity Identifier: * 5b. Federal Award |dentifier:

State Use Only:

6. Date Received by State: 7. State Application ldentifier:

8. APPLICANT INFORMATION:

" a.Legal Name: [yew Jersey Department of Education

* b. Employer/Taxpayer ldentification Number (EIN/TIN): * ¢. Organizational DUNS:
216000529 8064179211
d. Address:
* Street1: 100 Riverview Plaza
Street2: PO Box 500
* City: Trenton
County: Mercer
* State: NJ: New Jersey
Province:
* Country: USA: UNITED STATES
* Zip / Postal Code: 08625

e. Organizational Unit:

Department Name: Division Name:

Office of Language Arts Acad. Standards, Curr. & Asses

f. Name and contact information of person to be contacted on matters involving this application:

Prefix: * First Name: Mary Jane

Middle Name:

“Last Name: |xurabinski

Suffix;

Title: [Director, Office of Language Arts Literacy Ed

Organizational Affiliation:

New Jersey Department of Education

* Telephone Number: |spg-633-172¢ Fax Number: |609-943-4752

*Email: mary-jane.kurabinski@doe.state.nj.us

R/ S371C11 e
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OMB Number: 4040-0004
Expiration Date: 01/31/2009

Application for Federal Assistance SF-424 Version 02

9. Type of Applicant 1: Select Applicant Type:

A: State Government

Type of Applicant 2: Select Applicant Type:

Type of Applicant 3: Select Applicant Type:

* Other (specify):

*10. Name of Federal Agency:

U.S. Department of Education

11. Catalog of Federal Domestic Assistance Number:

84 .371

CFDA Title:

Striving Readers

*12. Funding Opportunity Number:

ED-GRANTS-031011-002

* Title:

Office of Elementary and Secondary Education {(OESE); Striving Readers Comprehensive Literacy Grant
Program CFDA Number 84.371C

13. Competition Identification Number:

864-371C2011-1

Title:

14. Areas Affected by Project (Cities, Counties, States, etc.):

The project has the potential, through awarded subgrants, to impact New Jersey's 21 counties and
1ts 591 districts and 90 charters.

*15. Descriptive Title of Applicant’'s Project:

New Jersey Striving Readers Comprehensive Literacy Program

Attach supporting documents as specified in agency instructions.

R/ S371C11 e2
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Application for Federal Assistance SF-424

16. Congressional Districts Of:

* a. Applicant NJQO12

Attach an additional list of Program/Project Congressional Districts if needed.

17. Proposed Project:

*a. Start Date: |10/01/2011

18. Estimated Funding ($):

* a. Federal

* b. Applicant
* ¢c. State

*d. Local
*e. Other

*f. Program Income

*g. TOTAL

*b. Program/Project |NJ A1l

150,000,000.00

464,626 .00

0.00

0.00

0.00

0.00

150,464,626 .00

*19. Is Application Subject to Review By State Under Executive Order 12372 Process?

:| c. Program is not covered by E.O. 12372.

j a. This application was made available to the State under the Executive Order 12372 Process for review on

Z b. Program is subject to E.O. 12372 but has not been selected by the State for review.

* 20. Is the Applicant Delinquent On Any Federal Debt? (If "Yes", provide explanation.)

:| Yes % No

*b. End Date: [09/30/2016

OMB Number: 4040-0004
Expiration Date: 01/31/2009

Version 02

21. *By signing this application, | certify (1) to the statements contained in the list of certifications™ and (2) that the statements
herein are true, complete and accurate to the best of my knowledge. | also provide the required assurances™ and agree to
comply with any resulting terms if | accept an award. | am aware that any false, fictitious, or fraudulent statements or claims may
subject me to criminal, civil, or administrative penalties. (U.S. Code, Title 218, Section 1001)

** | AGREE

** The list of certifications and assurances, or an internet site where you may obtain this list, is contained in the announcement or agency

specific instructions.

Authorized Representative:

Prefix:

* First Name:

Anne

Middle Name:

*Last Name: |Corwell

Suffix;

" Title: Director,

Office of Grants Management

* Telephone Number:

609-633-6974

Fax Number:

609-777-1051

*Email: [acorwell@doe.state.nj.us

* Signature of Authorized Representative:

Authorized for Local Reproduction

T Nhmber- GRANT 10865174

Anne Corwell

* Date Signed:  |05/09/2011

Standard Form 424 (Revised 10/2005)
Prescribed by OMB Circular A-102

e3
Funding Opportunity Number:ED-GRANTS-031011-002 Received Date:2011-05-09T11:53:44-04:00




OMB Number: 4040-0004
Expiration Date: 01/31/2009

Application for Federal Assistance SF-424 Version 02

* Applicant Federal Debt Delinquency Explanation

The following field should contain an explanation if the Applicant organization is delinquent on any Federal Debt. Maximum number of
characters that can be entered is 4,000. Try and avoid extra spaces and carriage returns to maximize the availability of space.

R/ S371C11 e4
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U.S. DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION OMB Control Number- 1890-0004

BUDGET INFORMATION

Expiration Date: 06/30/20035

NON-CONSTRUCTION PROGRAMS

Applicants requesting funding for only one year should complete the column
Name of Institution/Organization: under "Project Year 1." Applicants requesting funding for multi-year grants
New Jersey Department of Education should complete all applicable columns. Please read all instructions before
completing form.

SECTION A - BUDGET SUMMARY
U.S. DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION FUNDS

9. Total Direct Costs |$ 29,946,211 | $ 29,945,760 | $ 29,945,760 | $ 29,945,760 | $ 29,945,760 | $ 149,729,251
(lines 1-8)

10. Indirect Costs* $ 53,789 |$ 54240 |$ 54240 1S 54240 |S 54240 1S 270,749
1. Training Stipends

12. Total Costs (lines |$  30,000,000]$  30,000,000]$ 30,000,000 | $ 30,000,000 | $ 30,000,0001$ 150,000,000
9-11)

*Indirect Cost Information (To Be Completed by Your Business Office):

If you are requesting reimbursement for indirect costs on line 10, please answer the following questions:

(1) Do you have an Indirect Cost Rate Agreement approved by the Federal government? X1 ves [1 No
(2) If yes, please provide the following information:

Period Covered by the Indirect Cost Rate Agreement: From: 7/1/2008 To: 6/30/2011 (mm/dd/yyyy)

Approving Federal agency: [X] ED L[] Other (please specity):
(3) For Restricted Rate Programs (check one) -- Are you using a restricted indirect cost rate that:

[X] 15 included in your approved Indirect Cost Rate Agreement? or, [ ] Complies with 34 CER 76.564(c)(2)?

ED Form No. 524

PR/Award # S371C110034 ed



U.S. DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION OMB Control Number: 1890-0004

BUDGET INFORMATION

NON-CONSTRUCTION PROGRAMS Expiration Date: 06/30/2005

Applicants requesting funding for only one year should complete the

Name of Institution/Organization: column under "Project Year 1." Applicants requesting funding for multi-
New Jersey Department of Education year grants should complete all applicable columns. Please read all

instructions before completing form.

SECTION B - BUDGET SUMMARY
NON-FEDERAL FUNDS

Budget Categories Project Year 1(a) | Project Year 2 Project Year 3 Project Year 4 Project Year 3 Total ()
(b) (c) (d) (€)

ool LN Fo NN RO I ISy RUSHE § (0 RN F o0

Y

. Personnel

. Fringe Benefits
. Travel

. Equipment

. Supplies

. Contractual

. Construction

. Other

Total Direct Costs

(lines 1-8)
10. Indirect Costs

11. Training Stipends

12. Total Costs (lines 9-
11)

PR/Award # S371C110034
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eb



OMB Approval No.: 4040-0007
Expiration Date: 07/30/2010

ASSURANCES - NON-CONSTRUCTION PROGRAMS

Public reporting burden for this collection of information is estimated to average 15 minutes per response, including time for reviewing
instructions, searching existing data sources, gathering and maintaining the data needed, and completing and reviewing the collection of

information. Send comments regarding t
reducing this burden, to the Office of Ma

ne burden estimate or any other aspect of this collection of information, including suggestions for
nagement and Budget, Paperwork Reduction Project (0348-0040), Washington, DC 20503.

PLEASE DO NOT RETURN YOUR COMPLETED FORM TO THE OFFICE OF MANAGEMENT AND BUDGET. SEND

IT TO THE ADDRESS PROVIDED BY THE SPONSORING AGENCY.

NOTE.:

As the duly authorized representative of the applicant, | certify that the applicant:

Certain of these assurances may not be applicable to your project or program. If you have questions, please contact the
awarding agency. Further, certain Federal awarding agencies may require applicants to certify to additional assurances.

If such is the case, you will be notified.

1. Has the legal authority to apply for Federal assistance Act of 1973, as amended (29 U.S.C. §794), which
and the institutional, managerial and financial capability prohibits discrimination on the basis of handicaps; (d)
(including funds sufficient to pay the non-Federal share the Age Discrimination Act of 1975, as amended (42 U.
of project cost) to ensure proper planning, management S.C. §§6101-6107), which prohibits discrimination on
and completion of the project described in this the basis of age; (e) the Drug Abuse Office and
application. Treatment Act of 1972 (P.L. 92-255), as amended,
relating to nondiscrimination on the basis of drug
2. Wil give the awarding agency, the Comptroller General abuse; (f) the Comprehensive Alcohol Abuse and
of the United States and, if appropriate, the State, Alcoholism Prevention, Treatment and Rehabilitation
through any authorized representative, access to and Act of 1970 (P.L. 91-616), as amended, relating to
the right to examine all records, books, papers, or nondiscrimination on the basis of alcohol abuse or
documents related to the award; and will establish a alcoholism; (g) §8§523 and 527 of the Public Health
proper accounting system in accordance with generally Service Act of 1912 (42 U.S.C. §§290 dd-3 and 290
accepted accounting standards or agency directives. ee- 3), as amended, relating to confidentiality of alcohol
and drug abuse patient records; (h) Title VIII of the Civil
3. Will establish safeguards to prohibit employees from Rights Act of 1968 (42 U.S.C. §§3601 et seq.), as
using their positions for a purpose that constitutes or amended, relating to nondiscrimination in the sale,
presents the appearance of personal or organizational rental or financing of housing; (i) any other
conflict of interest, or personal gain. nondiscrimination provisions in the specific statute(s)
under which application for Federal assistance is being
4. Will initiate and complete the work within the applicable made; and, ()) the requirements ot any other
time frame after receipt of approval of the awarding nonc.ilscrlmlnatlon statute(s) which may apply to the
agency. application.
. . Will comply, or has already complied, with the
2 \1/\325 i?ng g Ig' t§h§e 4|;I;ZE?I$E§3nrrSIZ?i?| I:’Oersonngleé:t of requirements of Titles Il and Il of the Uniform
S J 10 Prestlibe Relocation Assistance and Real Property Acquisition
Sta”d?rds for merit systems for programs .;‘.md?d unaer Policies Act of 1970 (P.L. 91-646) which provide for
Enegn;?: ; ifsg)aliul\tl?ss g;arﬁc?;:gg?gf:ﬁgi;eg Is?tem of fair and equitable treatment of persons displaced or
szsonnel Administration (5 C.F.R. 900, Sub yart F) whose property is acquired as a result of Federal or
T ’ P ' federally-assisted programs. These requirements
| | | apply to all interests in real property acquired for
6. Will comply with all Federal statutes relating to

nondiscrimination. These include but are not limited to:
(a) Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 (P.L. 88-352)
which prohibits discrimination on the basis of race, color

project purposes regardless of Federal participation in
purchases.

8. Will comply, as applicable, with provisions of the
Hatch Act (5 U.S.C. §§1501-1508 and 7324-7328)
which limit the political activities of employees whose
principal employment activities are funded in whole
or in part with Federal funds.

or national origin; (b) Title X of the Education
Amendments of 1972, as amended (20 U.S.C.§§1681-
1683, and 1685-1686), which prohibits discrimination on
the basis of sex; (c) Section 504 of the Rehabilitation

Previous Edition Usable Standard Form 424B (Rev. 7-97)

Authorized for Local Reproduction Prescribed by OMB Circular A-102

T Nhmber- GRANT 10865174
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9. Will comply, as applicable, with the provisions of the Davis- 12. Will comply with the Wild and Scenic Rivers Act of
Bacon Act (40 U.S.C. §§276a to 27/6a-7), the Copeland Act 1968 (16 U.S.C. §8§1271 et seq.) related to protecting
(40 U.S.C. §276c and 18 U.S.C. §874), and the Contract components or potential components of the national
Work Hours and Safety Standards Act (40 U.S.C. §§327- wild and scenic rivers system.
333), regarding labor standards for federally-assisted
construction subagreements. 13. Will assist the awarding agency in assuring compliance
with Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation
10. Will comply, if applicable, with flood insurance purchase Act of 1966, as amended (16 U.S.C. §470), EO 11593
requirements of Section 102(a) of the Flood Disaster (identification and protection of historic properties), and
Protection Act of 1973 (P.L. 93-234) which requires the Archaeological and Historic Preservation Act of
recipients in a special flood hazard area to participate in the 1974 (16 U.S.C. §8469a-1 et seq.).
program and to pur.chase flood ipggrar!ce if the total cost of 14.  Will comply with P.L. 93-348 regarding the protection of
insurable construction and acquisition is $10,000 or more. human subjects involved in research, development, and
11. Wil comply with environmental standards which may be related activities supported by this award of assistance.
prescribed pursuant to the following: (a) institution of 15. Will comply with the Laboratory Animal Welfare Act of

environmental quality control measures under the National
Environmental Policy Act of 1969 (P.L. 91-190) and
Executive Order (EO) 11514; (b) notification of violating
facilities pursuant to EO 11738; (c) protection of wetlands
pursuant to EO 11990; (d) evaluation of flood hazards in
floodplains in accordance with EO 11988; (e) assurance of

1966 (P.L. 89-544, as amended, 7 U.5.C. §§2131 et
seq.) pertaining to the care, handling, and treatment of
warm blooded animals held for research, teaching, or
other activities supported by this award of assistance.

16. Will comply with the Lead-Based Paint Poisoning
project consistency with the approved State management Prevention Act (42 U.S.C. §84801 et seq.) which
program developed under the Coastal Zone Management prohibits the use of lead-based paint in construction or
Act of 1972 (16 U.S.C. §§1451 et seq.); () conformity of rehabilitation of residence structures.

Federal actions to State (Clean Air) Implementation Plans
under Section 176(c) of the Clean Air Act of 1955, as 17. Will cause to be performed the required financial and

amended (42 U.S.C. §§7401 et seq.); (g) protection of
underground sources of drinking water under the Safe
Drinking Water Act of 1974, as amended (P.L. 93-523);
and, (h) protection of endangered species under the
Endangered Species Act of 1973, as amended (P.L. 93-
205).

18.

compliance audits in accordance with the Single Audit
Act Amendments of 1996 and OMB Circular No. A-133,
"Audits of States, Local Governments, and Non-Profit
Organizations.”

Will comply with all applicable requirements of all other
Federal laws, executive orders, regulations, and policies
governing this program.

* SIGNATURE OF AUTHORIZED CERTIFYING OFFICIAL *TITLE

Anne Corwell

Director, Office of Grants Management

* APPLICANT ORGANIZATION *DATE SUBMITTED

New Jersey Department of Education 05/09/2011

Standard Form 424B (Rev. 7-97) Back

T Nhmber- GRANT 10865174
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DISCLOSURE OF LOBBYING ACTIVITIES
Approved by OMB

Complete this form to disclose lobbying activities pursuant to 31 U.S5.C.1352 0348-0046

1. * Type of Federal Action: 2. * Status of Federal Action: 3. * Report Type:

[I a. contract [I a. bid/offer/application E a. initial filing
% b. grant g b. initial award I: b. material change

I:I C. cooperative agreement [I c. post-award

I:I d. loan
I:I e. loan guarantee
|:| f. loan insurance

4. Name and Address of Reporting Entity:

& FPrime SubAwardee
* Name |
NJ Dept. of Education
* Street 1 Street 2
PO Box 500
* City State Zip
Trenton NJ: New Jersey 08625

Congressional District, if known: |[NJ 012

5. If Reporting Entity in No.4 is Subawardee, Enter Name and Address of Prime:

6. * Federal Department/Agency: 7. * Federal Program Name/Description:

US Department of Education Striving Readers

CFDA Number, if applicable: 84.371

8. Federal Action Number, if known: 9. Award Amount, if known:

$

10. a. Name and Address of Lobbying Registrant:

Prefix * First Name Middle Name
N/A
* [ ast Name Suffix
N/A
* Street 1 Streef 2
* City State Zip

b. Individual Performing Services (including address if different from No. 10a)

Prefix First Name N/A Middle Name
* [ ast Name Stffix
N/A
* Street 1 Street 2
* City State Zip

11 . Information requested through this form is authorized by title 31 U.S.C. section 1352. This disclosure of lobbying activities is a material representation of fact upon which
reliance was placed by the tier above when the transaction was made or entered into. This disclosure is required pursuant to 31 U.S.C. 1352. This information will be reported to

the Congress semi-annually and will be available for public inspection. Any person who fails to file the required disclosure shall be subject to a civil penalty of not less than
$10,000 and not more than $100,000 for each such failure.

% Qe .
Slgnature. Anne Corwell

*Name: Prefix * First Name Middle Name
Anne
* [ ast Name Suffix
Corwell
Title: [pirector, Office of Grants Management Telephone No.: |509-633-6974 Date: |05/09/2011

Authorized for Local Reproduction
Standard Form - LLL {Rev. 7-97)

R/ S371C11 €9
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T Nhmber- GRANT 10865174

OMB Control No. 1894-0005 (Exp. 01/31/2011)

NOTICE TO ALL APPLICANTS

The purpose of this enclosure is to inform you about a new
provision in the Department of Education’'s General
Education Provisions Act (GEPA) that applies to applicants
for new grant awards under Department programs. This
provision is Section 427 of GEPA, enacted as part of the
Improving America’'s Schools Act of 1994 (Public Law (P.L.)
103-382).

To Whom Does This Provision Apply?

Section 427 of GEPA affects applicants for new grant
awards under this program. ALL APPLICANTS FOR
NEW AWARDS MUST INCLUDE INFORMATION IN
THEIR APPLICATIONS TO ADDRESS THIS NEW
PROVISION IN ORDER TO RECEIVE FUNDING UNDER
THIS PROGRAM.

(If this program is a State-formula grant program, a State
needs to provide this description only for projects or
activities that it carries out with funds reserved for State-level
uses. In addition, local school districts or other eligible
applicants that apply to the State for funding need to provide
this description in their applications to the State for funding.
The State would be responsible for ensuring that the school
district or other local entity has submitted a sufficient

section 427 statement as described below.)

What Does This Provision Require?

Section 427 requires each applicant for funds (other than an
individual person) to include in its application a description
of the steps the applicant proposes to take to ensure
equitable access to, and participation in, its
Federally-assisted program for students, teachers, and
other program beneficiaries with special needs. This
provision allows applicants discretion in developing the
required description. The statute highlights six types of
barriers that can impede equitable access or participation:
gender, race, national origin, color, disability, or age.

Based on local circumstances, you should determine
whether these or other barriers may prevent your students,
teachers, etc. from such access or participation in, the
Federally-funded project or activity. The description in your
application of steps to be taken to overcome these barriers
need not be lengthy; you may provide a clear and succinct

description of how you plan to address those barriers that are
applicable to your circumstances. |n addition, the information
may be provided in a single narrative, or, if appropriate, may
be discussed in connection with related topics in the
application.

Section 427 i1s not intended to duplicate the requirements of
civil rights statutes, but rather to ensure that, in designing
their projects, applicants for Federal funds address equity
concerns that may affect the ability of certain potential
beneficiaries to fully participate in the project and to achieve
to high standards. Consistent with program requirements and
its approved application, an applicant may use the Federal
funds awarded to it to eliminate barriers it identifies.

What are Examples of How an Applicant Might Satisfy the
Requirement of This Provision?

The following examples may help illustrate how an applicant
may comply with Section 427.

(1) An applicant that proposes to carry out an adult literacy
project serving, among others, adults with limited English
proficiency, might describe in its application how it intends to
distribute a brochure about the proposed project to such
potential participants in their native language.

(2) An applicant that proposes to develop instructional
materials for classroom use might describe how it will make
the materials available on audio tape or in braille for students
who are blind.

(3) An applicant that proposes to carry out a model science
program for secondary students and is concerned that girls
may be less likely than boys to enroll in the course, might
indicate how it intends to conduct "outreach” efforts to girls,
to encourage their enrollment.

We recognize that many applicants may already be
implementing effective steps to ensure equity of
access and participation in their grant programs, and
we appreciate your cooperation in responding to the
requirements of this provision.

Estimated Burden Statement for GEPA Requirements

According to the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection of information

unless such collection displays a valid OMB control number. The valid OMB control number for this information collection

Is 1894-0005. The time required to complete this information collection is estimated to average 1.5 hours per response,

including the time to review instructions, search existing data resources, gather the data needed, and complete and review

the information collection. If you have any comments concerning the accuracy of the time estimate(s) or suggestions

for improving this form, please write to: U.S. Department of Education, 400 Maryland Avenue, S.W., Washington, D.C.

20202-4537.

Optional - You may attach 1 file to this page.

e10
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CERTIFICATION REGARDING LOBBYING

Certification for Contracts, Grants, Loans, and Cooperative Agreements

The undersigned certifies, to the best of his or her knowledge and belief, that:

(1) No Federal appropriated funds have been paid or will be paid, by or on behalf of the undersigned, to any
person for influencing or attempting to influence an officer or employee of an agency, a Member of
Congress, an officer or employee of Congress, or an employee of a Member of Congress in connection with
the awarding of any Federal contract, the making of any Federal grant, the making of any Federal loan, the
entering into of any cooperative agreement, and the extension, continuation, renewal, amendment, or
modification of any Federal contract, grant, loan, or cooperative agreement.

(2) If any funds other than Federal appropriated funds have been paid or will be paid to any person for
influencing or attempting to influence an officer or employee of any agency, a Member of Congress, an
officer or employee of Congress, or an employee of a Member of Congress in connection with this Federal
contract, grant, loan, or cooperative agreement, the undersigned shall complete and submit Standard
Form-LLL, "Disclosure of Lobbying Activities,” in accordance with its instructions.

(3) The undersigned shall require that the language of this certification be included in the award documents
for all subawards at all tiers (including subcontracts, subgrants, and contracts under grants, loans, and
cooperative agreements) and that all subrecipients shall certify and disclose accordingly. This certification
Is a material representation of fact upon which reliance was placed when this transaction was made or
entered into. Submission of this certification is a prerequisite for making or entering into this transaction
iImposed by section 1352, title 31, U.S. Code. Any person who fails to file the required certification shall be
subject to a civil penalty of not less than $10,00 O and not more than $100,000 for each such failure.

Statement for Loan Guarantees and Loan Insurance

he undersigned states, to the best of his or her knowledge and belief, that:

If any funds have been paid or will be paid to any person for influencing or attempting to influence an officer
or employee of any agency, a Member of Congress, an officer or employee of Congress, or an employee of
a Member of Congress in connection with this commitment providing for the United States to insure or
guarantee a loan, the undersigned shall complete and submit Standard Form-LLL, "Disclosure of Lobbying
Activities,” in accordance with its instructions. Submission of this statement is a prerequisite for making or
entering into this transaction imposed by section 1352, title 31, U.S. Code. Any person who fails to file the
required statement shall be subjec t to a civil penalty of not less than $10,000 and not more than $100,000
for each such failure.

* APPLICANT'S ORGANIZATION

New Jersey Department of Education

*PRINTED NAME AND TITLE OF AUTHORIZED REPRESENTATIVE

Prefix; * First Name: |Aiine Middle Name:

* Last Name: [Corwell Suffix:

* Title: |IPirector, Cffice of Grants Management

* SIGNATURE: |anne Corwell *DATE:|os5/09/2011

R/ S371C11 e11
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NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

NJ STRIVING READERS COMPREHENSIVE LITERACY PROGRAM

ABSTRACT

Project Objectives and Activities

The New Jersey Striving Readers Comprehensive Literacy Program will

e Improve student outcome by increasing the percentages of students, specifically special

education students and English language learners, by 5-10 percent per year minimally

e Study and demonstrate instructional strategies that make a difference for struggling
readers and writers and share results with a statewide audience. Strategies will form an
instructional model(s) for Response-to-Intervention, Universal Design for Learning, and

reading and writing 1n content areas.

e Provide pre-reading and writing and reading and writing skills and strategies to families
and early childcare educators and communities.

Activities will include, but not be limited to
e Action research
e Implementation of ELA standards

e Development of customized and flexible strategies for special education students and

English language learners
e Work with literacy, bilingual, special education, UDL and Rtl experts
e Family literacy outreach plans

e Professional development for teachers, coaches, supervisors and administrators

PR/Award # S371C110034 el



e A Universal Design for Learning model and meaningful use of technology to support all

students

e Building of library and technology resources to support classroom instruction,

intervention services, and UDL design.
e Intervention programs, including one-to-one intervention at high school

e Framing of a Response-to-Intervention model that can be scaled to statewide level

Applicable Priorities: The NJ Striving Readers Program seeks to address both absolute priorities

of the federal NGO, as well as the competitive priority related to technology.

Proposed Project Outcomes: New Jersey expects that the Striving Readers funding will ensure
better outcome for students as evidenced by state assessment data; screening and ongoing
assessments; a formative assessment process, and other classroom assessments. The SEA also
expects to develop a statewide Response-to-Intervention model, a model for explicit academic
vocabulary instruction, and a model for educational technology use. In addition, the SEA
expects that all subgrantees will fully implement the Common Core State Standards in ELA and
build strong classroom practices that support attainment of the standards for all students.
Number of participants to be served: The SEA expects that the grant will serve approximately
1,000-2,000 students per award (K-12), and 300-400 per award for birth through 5 years old, for
a total of 24,000-48,000 students. (If smaller LEAs apply, more grants of smaller funding
amounts will be awarded to ensure that a significant number of students are served.)

Number and location of proposed sites: The sites will be determined through an 1nitial inventory
of current at-risk districts having high numbers of children 1n poverty, as well as significant

numbers of special education and/or English language learners. Priority will be given to high

needs LEAs.
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BACKGROUND AND CAPACITY

The state of New Jersey operates 591 school districts, serving 1.38 million students in
kindergarten through grade 12 programs. In addition, the state sets policy for and oversees
implementation of 39 full-time preschool programs serving 44,152 students and 96 school
districts that must offer at minimum half day of kindergarten to all at-risk four-year-olds. An
additional 24 districts recerve some program aid to offer preschool programs to at-risk three and
four-year-olds in full day programs. The two latter categories serve 5,423 half day students and

2,624 tull day students (based on most recent ASSA data).

As the recipient of a William F. Goodling Even Start Family Literacy Grant (Title I, Part B,
subgrant 3) New Jersey also administers grant programs through seven programs serving nearly

600 families. Federal funding for the Even Start program ends September 30, 2011.

Seventy-three charter schools (recognized as LEAs in NJ) currently operate in the state, and the
number of applications for charters continues to grow, with 23 charters approved this year and
another 58 applications currently under review. By fall, the state anticipates that nearly 100

charters will join the ranks of our traditional districts.

As a measure of the success of our programs in New Jersey, students take a state summative

assessment — the NJ Assessment of Skills and Knowledge (ASK) — annually 1n grades three
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through eight, and a high school assessment in grade 11, the High School Proficiency
Assessment (HSPA). The HSPA 1s a graduation requirement in NJ and serves as the

accountability measure for high school.

The results of our assessments 1indicate a need for improvement among special populations
(special education students and English language learners). According to the 2011 Report, New
Jersey Kids Count: The State of Our Children, just 26 percent of children ages three to four in
New Jersey were not enrolled in nursery school, preschool or kindergarten in 2009. This statistic
speaks to the importance that the state places on early childhood education and the potential that

the grant would have on reaching most of our very youngest children.

According to the same report, and based on figures supplied by the NJ Department of Education,
the percentage of students passing the NJASK 3, the state assessment for third grade over the last
four years demonstrates the gap between our general population and our population of students
1n low income households; the gap also persists for children for whom English 1s a second

language.

Percentage of students passing third grade assessments (rounded)

2005-06 2008-09 2009-10
General Education 82 63 60
students
Limited English 48 36 33
Proficient students
Students — low 67 42 40
income households
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Percentage of students passing fourth grade assessments (rounded)

2005-06 2008-09 2009-10
(General Education 80 63 60
students
Limited English 44 33 28
Proficient students
Students — low 63 41 38
income households
Percentage of students passing eighth grade assessments (rounded)

2005-06 2008-09* 2009-10
(General Education 74 82 83
students
Limited English 16 40 39
Proficient students
Students — low 51 64 66
income households

*cut score reset

Percentage of students passing the 1 1 ograde assessment (rounded)

2005-06 2008-09 2009-10
(General Education 84 84 87
students
Limited English 29 31 35
Proficient students
Students — low 63 67 73
income households

The achievement gap (defined by this report as the percentage gap between economically
disadvantaged and non-economically advantaged students passing state tests for all grade levels
for all tests) has remained consistent (26 percent 1n 2005-06; 27 percent 1n 2008-09, and 26

percent in 2009-10).
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The percentage of children living in low income households in New Jersey has increased from

27% 1n 2005, to 29% 1n 2009.

In New Jersey, those percentages translate to large numbers of children:

Below 50% of poverty line 121,000 family of four with income of $10,878
Below 100% of poverty line 273,000 family of four with income of $21,756
Below 150% of poverty line 435,000 family of four with income of $32,634
Below 200% of poverty line 591,000 family of four with income of $43,512.

In 2010, 317,819 children were receiving food stamps in New Jersey. Nearly 359,000 children

were eligible for free school meals; an additional 86,152 were eligible for reduced school meals.

The SEA has undertaken an aggressive campaign to improve literacy in the state. In 2002, the
Governor 1nitiated a reading coach program, placing coaches in underperforming school districts
that were not the recipients of targeted funds for the most at-risk schools, but were 1n need of
serious 1ntervention to thwart declining assessment results. The program, which was funded for
four years, became the model for school districts as they began to hire coaches to work with

classroom teachers and administrators to improve teaching and learning.

In addition, the department, under mandate of the New Jersey State Supreme Court 1n 2002,

intervened 1n 42 schools that showed little or no progress in improving student outcome. In

nearly all those schools, scores improved, and, most important, teaching practices improved.
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Additional schools and districts, several at their own urging, received training on the New Jersey
state’s Intensive Early Literacy (IEL) Model. In many of the elementary schools where the state
worked to improve literacy through the IEL model, students demonstrated proficiency on state

assessments, showing improvement 1n both assessment results and teaching practices in literacy.

In a presentation at Erikson Institute (4 Bird’s Eye View: Spotting Changes at the National and
Federal Level) on March 31, 2011, Lisa Guernsey of the New America Foundation reported that
one of the reasons that Elizabeth Public Schools in New Jersey was able to boost student
achievement on state assessments, was 1ts “IEL program in partnership with the State.” With
Striving Readers funding, the SEA would build on this and other successtul partnerships in high
poverty, large, urban, ELL districts by scaling up and improving these practices in schools.
Many of the districts served through the Intensive Early Literacy framework now recognize the
need to develop plans for English Language Learners coming into their schools as a result of
natural disasters in Haiti and Japan and civil and political strife in all corners of the world, as

well as changing demographics within the state.

In middle grades (4-8), the department developed and piloted, with some state seed money, a
Literacy 1s Essential for Adolescent Development and Success (LEADS) model that successfully
integrated language arts and other content areas (history/social studies and science) into a
framework that focused on reading and writing as reciprocal processes, integration of content
area and increased use of informational text, project-based learning, small group 1nstruction and
intervention. The model, based on the research of Strickland, Kamil, Alvermann, et al .

currently exists 1n 19 districts. In one of NJ’s largest districts, Elizabeth Public Schools, plans are
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to take the model into grade 9. Union City Public Schools, an Intensive Early Literacy and

LEADS district, has already taken the model to Grade 9.

One of the first LEADS districts, Perth Amboy, saw scores for 1ts eighth grade general education
students rise from 56.1 percent 1n 2004 to 68.7 percent 1n 2010. For special education students,
pass rates rose from 10.5 to 28.8, from 2004-2010; for LEP (limited English proficient) students,
pass rates rose from 3.9 1n 2004 to 22.5 percent in 2010. While these scores represent a good
deal of work still to be done, the district has improved scores steadily while serving large

populations of ELLs and serving a population of economically disadvantaged students.

In one of the largest urban districts in New Jersey, Elizabeth Public Schools saw a rise in scores
after initiating the LEADS framework 1nto their middles grades. General education scores went
from 51.4 percent pass rate in 2006 to 75.8 in 2010. For special education, pass rates rose from 7
percent 1n 2006 to 22.4 percent 1n 2010. LEP pass rates rose from 2.7 percent in 2006, to 41.1

percent in 2010, outperforming the state LEP population by 11 points in 2010.

If the recipient of Striving Readers funds, New Jersey hopes to capitalize on these successes and
bring to scale some of the instruction-changing expectations that have now been crystallized in
the recently-adopted Common Core State Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in
Social Studies/History, Science and Technical Subjects (adopted by the NJ State Board of

Education in June 2010).
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Proposed State Level Activities — Striving Readers

In December 2010, a NJ State Literacy Team convened to discuss the efforts of the department
and, most important, direction for improving student outcome 1n literacy. The team, lead by
national literacy expert, Dr. Dorothy Strickland, as well as representatives of higher education,
libraries, school districts, charter schools, and department staff and other stakeholders developed

a plan for addressing the literacy needs of the state.

At the heart of the discussion was the need to bring higher education to the forefront of any
discussions about literacy instruction. The challenges are to train teachers 1n elementary school
to be well-developed teachers of reading and to train content area teachers on the teaching of
reading and writing strategies that belong to their discipline. As the state transitions to the
Common Core State Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies,
Science and Technical Subjects, the need for integrating reading, in particular academic
vocabulary and access to dense, content-specific text in content areas, 1s paramount. Our work 1n
districts throughout New Jersey indicates that educators need more professional development to
address these strategies and modify instruction. It 1s critical that higher education also recognize

and address the need among preservice teachers.

New Jersey recognizes the need, and has acted on 1t 1n 1ts development of literacy models, for
seamlessly integrating the teaching of academic vocabulary, access to content area text and text
features and inquiry-based writing 1in content area classrooms. New Jersey also recognizes that

such access to informational text must begin as young children learn to read. In order to
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advance these practices, the department will require subgrantees to partner with an institute of

higher education to place preservice teachers into classrooms to conduct action research on
improvements 1n student reading and writing as a result of practices that seamlessly integrate
literacy practices and skills into other disciplines. Teacher candidates will work with classroom
teachers at multiple grade levels to study the effect of explicit teaching of academic vocabulary
(Academic vocabulary 1s the vocabulary critical to understanding the concepts of the content

taught 1n schools and reading and writing strategies in content area classrooms).

Studies will, at minimum, document the effect of such explicit, refined teaching on student
learning through writing, project based learning projects and oral and digital presentations.
Rubrics will be developed that align to the Common Core State Standards. Postsecondary
educators will be asked to use the results of the action research to inform courses and preservice
placements for aspiring teachers as a way of building capacity for the teaching of complex text
and the scatfolding of instruction that brings a student to increased understanding of content area
through the intentional use of reading strategies in those content areas. The department will
support this collection and use of action research data through 1ts Office of Language Arts
Literacy Education and grant-funded literacy specialists. Data will be used to prepare
instructional materials for wider distribution throughout the state, thus building capacity among
New Jersey’s districts and continuing a model of collaboration already begun in some of our

counties.

In addition to the emphasis on preparing teachers for the classroom, the NJ state literacy team

focused 1ts discussions on the need for targeted professional development that focuses on the
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deep implementation of the Common Core State Standards in English Language Arts &Literacy
1n History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Studies. Subgrantees will be required to
develop a systemic approach to implementing the standards through demonstration of a strong
curriculum, evaluation of implementation at each grade level, with emphasis on the areas for
assessment. and differentiation of instruction purposefully intended to address the needs of
English language learners and special education students. Subgrantees must develop plans to
address any persistent achievement gaps, along with evaluations that will accurately measure the
closing of gaps both qualitatively and quantitatively. In order to develop these plans, subgrantees
will comb their data to 1dentity the gaps for subgroups and will develop plans to address
instructional 1ssues through targeted professional development for teachers, coaches, supervisors

and principals.

The department will support the efforts of both higher education and the subgrantees by
providing literacy specialists, employed by the department, who will work with teachers to
develop their plans and collaborate with preservice teachers, classroom teachers, support

teachers and administrators to scale up successful practices in kindergarten through high school.

The department will also require that subgrantees work with bilingual and ESL (English as a

Second Language) experts to ensure that students use native language to make the transition to

English. e.g.. using cognates from romance languages and transferring the skills learned through
reading and writing in native language. The department will contract with expert consultants in
1n a meaningful and scientifically-sound research model. Working within New Jersey’s already

strong bilingual code requirements, the department will require that subgrantees attend training

10
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sessions by these experts. The training sessions will be followed by job-embedded follow up 1n
districts (by DOE literacy specialists supported by the grant). The specialists will work with
teachers to employ strategies that support native language while scaffolding the learning of
English. Teachers will be asked to keep porttolios that demonstrate the progress of students.
The portfolios will encourage regular conferences with teachers and meetings between teachers
and families that build communication and keep families involved 1n the school community.
Subgrantees will be required to develop plans for families that include siblings not yet 1in school

e.o.. family literacy nights. community events. outreach to local pediatrician offices and hospitals

to begin literacy efforts from birth.

Subgrantees will also be required to use Special Education experts to develop specific strategies
and lesson plans for all teachers so that lessons can be differentiated. Whenever appropriate for
the student, the SEA supports an inclusion model for special education students who require
additional differentiated instruction beyond the classroom core instruction. The grant will
require that special education teachers go into general education classrooms to work with
struggling readers and writers, that the educators share with classroom teachers, strategies for
differentiating lessons that will help not only those students who are 1dentified with special

needs, but all students.

In order to support the work 1n classrooms, the subgrantees will be required to supplement their
classroom libraries and school bookrooms to support cuided and independent reading in

nonfiction: trade books that support thematic units: technologv (hardware and software) that

11
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supports the UDL model (addressesed 1n this application); intervention materials targeted to the

specitic needs of students as determined through reading screening measures and formative

assessment processes.

Screening measures will be required for all students at the beginning of each school year,
kindergarten through grade 6, and for students in grades 7-11 not yet meeting proficiency on the
state assessments. New Jersey already has 1n statute provision for intervention for any student
not meeting proficiency in 8" and 11™ grades. Intervention must be developed and delivered for
each of these students. Interventions currently take the form of classes or small groups as well as
individual attention. Subgrantees would be required to provide one-to-one intervention sessions
for any student 1n grades 6-11 who 1s reading below grade level as determined by screening and
diagnostic assessments. The frequency and duration of such tutoring will be determined by the
level of remediation needed. Intervention teachers, who might be hired with grant funding, will
receive professional development on Rtl (Response to Intervention) framework as supported by
the International Reading Association. The SEA will support the development of the RtI model
among subgrantees, using experts who will provide professional development and consulting to
districts. SEA Literacy Specialists will also support the work of classroom teachers through job-
embedded coaching. Suc<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>