Striving Readers Comprehensive Literacy (SRCL) Formula Grants

FAQs from Aug., 25 and 26, 2010 webinars

1.  Who is eligible for SRCL formula funding?
State Educational Agencies (SEAs) are eligible for the SRCL formula grants for development or support of a State Literacy Team to assist in the development of a statewide comprehensive literacy plan.  

2. Is this a State-level initiative only? Or may districts apply?
SEAs are the only eligible entities for the SRCL grants.  Specifically, the formula grant is to be used by States to establish or support a State Literacy Team with expertise in literacy development and education for children from birth through grade 12 to assist the State in developing a comprehensive literacy plan.  However, the Department encourages States to involve districts in creating and implementing such a State-level plan.

3. Is there a specific template for the State plan?
No.  Support for comprehensive “cradle to college” literacy plans is a new initiative, and we do not have a specific State Literacy Plan template in mind.  In developing State Literacy Plans, SEAs may wish to consider how the plan will:
· Improve transitions as well as alignment and collaboration of literacy instruction at all age and grade levels from birth to grade 12; 
· Align with evidence-based research on effective practice in reading and writing instruction; 

· Address the needs of high needs students, including disadvantaged students, limited-English proficient students, students with disabilities, and students who read below grade level; 

· Increase students’ pre-literacy skills, reading and writing achievement, through age-appropriate literacy instruction, both stand-alone and within content areas, that provides explicit teaching in oral language development, phonological awareness, phonics, fluency, vocabulary, comprehension strategies, text meaning and interpretation, motivation and engagement in literacy learning, and writing;

· Increase the capacity of leas and early learning providers to develop systems of assessment that identify student needs and guide instruction via screening, diagnostic, progress-monitoring, and outcome measurement tools; 

· Increase the capacity of LEAs and early learning providers to create an intensive system of multitiered instructional delivery that includes intervention for struggling readers and differentiated instruction.
4. When will grants be awarded to SEAs? How soon will funds be available?
The Department hopes to make the funds available quickly.  As soon as ED receives an application, program staff will review it.  Once the application is approved, funds should be available in a few weeks.  Please note that we are accepting and will act upon applications received even before the September 30 deadline.

5. Can funding be used for salary to pay someone to coordinate the State literacy team in developing the comprehensive literacy plan?
Yes, this is an allowable use of funds, to the extent such a role is necessary for a State to establish or support a State Literacy Team and coordinate development of a comprehensive literacy plan.  

6. Can funds be used to provide stipends/consultant fees to those serving on the team?
Funds can be used as reasonable and necessary to establish or support a State Literacy Team in assisting the State in developing a comprehensive literacy plan.  

7. Should the minimum of nine members on the State Literacy Team consist of members outside the State Department of Education?
State Literacy Team members can be part of the State’s Department of Education or people who work outside the SEA.  The important thing is that the team consists of members who together have the requisite expertise listed on the “Assurances” page of the application.  These include people with knowledge of and experience in: literacy development and instruction at all age/grade levels, people with experience implementing literacy programs at the school, district, and State levels; evaluation; response-to-intervention (including utilization of universal screening, multiple tiers of instruction, early intervening services, validated interventions, and student progress monitoring to inform decision-making); screening and performance measurement in the areas of phonological awareness, word recognition, phonics, vocabulary, comprehension, fluency, and writing; helping struggling readers, English Learners, and students with disabilities; professional development; and teacher preparation and state licensure/accreditation in literacy development and instruction. 
8. Under the requirements for team members’ expertise, "evaluation" is listed.  What exactly does this mean -- Evaluation of district programs? Evaluation of research projects?
It could be both.  The team is a group of knowledgeable people who will be able to craft a State-wide plan for comprehensive pre-literacy, reading, and writing skills for children from birth through grade 12. There are many places on the “cradle to college” continuum that assessment and evaluation will come into play.  We expect State plans to assess and address evaluation needs.  

9. Do we need to include specific names for question 2 of the application, “Describe how each member of the State Literacy Team meets the requirement to have expertise in the area of literacy development and education for children from birth through grade 12”?
No.  A general description of who the team members will be, their contribution to the team, and their roles and responsibilities is enough.  If you have team members’ names and titles, you may include them if you wish.  
10. Should we include resumes or biographies of State Literacy Team members with the application? 
Resumes are not necessary and likely will not fit within the 5-page limit of the application.  You may include biographical information of State Literacy Team members, if it fits within your narrative, but it is not required.  

11. What if we have an existing State Literacy Team, but we will change the membership for this initiative.  Do we describe that in Question 1 in the application? 
Yes.

12. Can you coordinate this grant with other existing State education efforts, particularly Race to the Top?
The Department encourages coordination with the Race to the Top (RTT) program in States that received a RTT award, as well as coordination with other relevant programs.  By coordinating programs with related goals and activities, States can ensure that their literacy plan is comprehensive and that they are effectively utilizing existing resources.  This is a chance to knit together the literacy initiatives of your State and create a comprehensive plan to support children’s reading and writing from birth through high school graduation.

13. Is the literacy plan to be developed to specifically address reading and writing, as opposed to all content-area literacies?
As required by its authorizing legislation, SRCL seeks to advance pre-literacy skills, reading, and writing for students birth to grade 12 (including limited English proficient students and students with disabilities).  Content-area literacies (also called Discipline-Area Literacy – these are the advanced literacy skills required to master academic content areas, particularly the areas of math, science, English, and history) are not specifically the target of this program.  However, we recognize that students’ reading and writing skills are necessary for them to achieve other content literacies and literacy instruction should be integrated into content areas

14. How can I get up-to-date information?
ED has a listserv about the Striving readers Comprehensive Literacy Program.  You can sign up at SRCLINFOLINE@LISTSERV.ED.GOV. The formula grant application can be found at http://www2.ed.gov/programs/strivingreaders-literacy/2010-371b.doc.

15. Where can I submit the application? 
Applications may be submitted electronically or by paper submission. Electronic submissions must be sent to: Striving.readers.comprehensive.literacy@ed.gov.   If applying by paper submission, the original and 2 copies must be sent to the following address: Miriam Lund, U.S. Department of Education, Lyndon Baines Johnson building, 400 Maryland Avenue, SW, Room 3E245, Washington, DC 20202-6200.

