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APPLICATION INSTRUCTIONS




INSTRUCTIONS

To receive the final 33 percent of its Education Stabilization Fund allocation under the State Fiscal Stabilization Fund (SFSF) program, a Governor of an Insular Area must submit to the Department an application that provides the following information:

· A completed application cover sheet. (Part 1 of the Application)

· Data and plans relative to the six programmatic assurances. (Part 2 of the Application)

· A maintenance-of-effort (MOE) attestation and, if applicable, revised MOE data.  (Part 3 of the Application)

· A description of how the Insular Area will use the remaining portion of its allocation under the Education Stabilization Fund.  (Part 4 of the Application)



APPENDIX A – Application Checklist and Submission Information
STATE FISCAL STABILIZATION FUND APPLICATION

PART 1:  APPLICATION COVER SHEET
(CFDA No. 84.394)


	Legal Name of Applicant (Office of the Governor):



	Applicant’s Mailing Address:





	
Contact for the Education Stabilization Fund (CFDA No. 84.394)



Name:

Position and Office:

Contact’s Mailing Address:
 



Telephone:
Fax:
E-mail address:


	To the best of my knowledge and belief, all of the information and data in this application are true and correct.  

	Governor or Authorized Representative of the Governor (Printed Name):

	Telephone:



	Signature of Governor or Authorized Representative of the Governor:
	

	 Date:



	Recommended Statement of Support from the Chief State School Officer (Optional):

The State educational agency will cooperate with the Governor in the implementation of the State Fiscal Stabilization Fund program.

	Chief State School Officer (Printed Name):


	Telephone:

	Signature of the Chief State School Officer:

	Date:





         

PART 2:  INFORMATION REGARDING PROGRAMMATIC ASSURANCES


In its Application for Initial Funding under the SFSF program, each Insular Area assured that it would take actions to:

(1) Enhance the qualifications and effectiveness of teachers in public elementary and secondary schools; 

(2) Establish a longitudinal data system that includes the elements described in section 6401(e)(2)(D) of the America COMPETES Act (20 U.S.C. 9871(e)(2)(D));

(3) Improve the quality of its academic standards and assessments and implement the enhanced standards and assessments;

(4) Modernize, renovate, and repair public educational facilities that are used primarily for classroom instruction; 

(5) Strengthen the technology infrastructure of public elementary and secondary schools, public institutions of higher education, and governmental agencies; and

(6) Establish or complete the implementation of a credible financial management system that is consistent with the standards in 34 C.F.R. 80.20(a) and (b) and that will enable the Insular Area to fully implement corrective actions regarding a financial management system established in audit determinations, corrective action plans, and special conditions, as applicable. 

In its Phase Two SFSF application, each Insular Area must provide the information described below relative to the six programmatic assurances.  If you wish to do so, you may supplement this required data with additional data or information on the steps that you are taking to make progress in each of the six identified areas.  



	
Assurance 1:  The Insular Area will take actions to enhance the qualifications and effectiveness of teachers in public elementary and secondary schools.





a. Baseline Data:  Identify the number and percentage of your public elementary and secondary school teachers who have obtained, as their highest level of education, the following:  


	

	
Number of Teachers

	
Percentage of Teachers

	
Associate’s Degree

	
	

	
Bachelor’s Degree

	
	

	
Master’s Degree or Above

	
	

	
Other (please specify):

	
	




b. Programmatic Goals:  Identify the number and percentage of your public elementary and secondary school teachers who will have obtained, as their highest level of education, the following degrees by the specified periods:


	
	
By September 30, 2011

	
By September 30, 2013

	
	
Number of Teachers

	
Percentage of Teachers
	
Number of Teachers
	
Percentage of Teachers

	
Bachelor’s Degree

	
	
	
	

	
Master’s Degree or Above

	
	
	
	




c. Programmatic Action Plan:  In an attached narrative, please describe the Insular Area’s plan for increasing the qualifications of teachers as reflected in the programmatic goals specified above.  Include any obstacles that may affect the Insular Area’s ability to complete the action steps or overall goals.  For each obstacle, describe the specific strategies that the Insular Area will use to overcome the obstacle.


Additionally, provide the following details for each action step identified in your programmatic plan:  


	
	

Action Step
	
	
Completion Date
	
Responsible agency
	
Budget, including source of funding (local or Federal)


	

1.


	
	
	
	

	

2.


	
	
	
	

	

3.


	
	
	
	



(Expand chart as needed)





	
Assurance 2:  The Insular Area will take actions to establish a longitudinal data system that includes the elements described in section 6401(e)(2)(D) of the America COMPETES Act (20 U.S.C. 9871(e)(2)(D)).





a. Baseline Data and Programmatic Goals: Indicate in Column A which elements of the America COMPETES Act are currently included in your longitudinal data system (i.e., your baseline data) and in Column B which additional elements you will include by September 30, 2011 (i.e., your programmatic goals):


	
America COMPETES Act Element
	
Column A
(Current)
	 
Column B
(9/30/2011)


	
For pre-K through postsecondary education:

	(1) A unique statewide student identifier that does not permit a student to be individually identified by users of the system
	
	

	(2) Student-level enrollment, demographic, and program participation information
	
	

	(3) Student-level information about the points at which students exit, transfer in, transfer out, drop out, or complete pre-K through postsecondary education programs
	
	

	(4) The capacity to communicate with higher education data systems
	
	

	(5) An audit system assessing data quality, validity, and reliability
	
	

	
For pre-K through grade 12 education:

	(6) Yearly State assessment records of individual students
	
	

	(7) Information on students not tested, by grade and subject
	
	

	(8) A teacher identifier system with the ability to match teachers to students
	
	

	(9) Student-level transcript information, including on courses completed and grades earned
	
	

	(10) Student-level college readiness test scores
	
	

	
For postsecondary education:

	(11) Information regarding the extent to which students transition successfully from secondary school to postsecondary education, including whether students enroll in remedial coursework
	
	

	(12) Other information determined necessary to address alignment and adequate preparation for success in postsecondary education
	
	




b. Programmatic Action Plan:  Provide a description of the obstacles that may prevent the Insular Area from implementing all twelve elements by September 30, 2011 and your long-term plans for overcoming such obstacles.  The Insular Area may provide this information in an attached narrative or complete the chart below.    


	
	
Obstacles

	
Strategies for Overcoming Obstacles

	
1.

	
	

	
2.

	
	






	
Assurance 3:  The Insular Area will take actions to improve the quality of its academic standards and assessments and implement the enhanced standards and assessments.





a. Baseline Data:  Provide a description of your current status in developing and implementing standards and assessments that are consistent with the requirements of Part A of Title I of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act of 1965.  The description must address:

· The progress you have made in developing and implementing challenging academic content standards and student achievement standards in reading/language arts, mathematics, and science, including the grade levels for which those standards are applicable; and
· The progress you have made in developing and implementing valid and reliable high-quality assessments that are aligned with those standards and the grade levels in which those assessments are administered.  


b. Programmatic Goals:  Provide a description of the specific enhancements that you intend to make to your standards and assessments by September 30, 2011.  
  

c. Programmatic Action Plan:  Provide a narrative description of specific steps that you will take, by September 30, 2011, to enhance the quality of your standards and assessments consistent with the requirements of Part A of Title I of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act of 1965.   




	
Assurance 4:  The Insular Area will take actions to modernize, renovate, and repair public educational facilities that are used primarily for classroom instruction.
 




a. Baseline Data and Programmatic Goals:  Identify as your baseline data the specific public educational facilities (i.e., public elementary and secondary schools and public IHE facilities) used primarily for classroom instruction that are most in need of modernization, renovation or repair.  For public IHE facilities, identify the specific building(s) at each institution listed.  

	As your programmatic goals, indicate in Column A those facilities for which the needed 	modernization, renovations, or repairs will be substantially completed by September 30, 	2011, and in Column B those additional facilities for which the needed modernization, 	renovations, or repairs will be completed by September 30, 2013. 


	
Public educational facilities most in 
need of improvement
	
Column A
(9/30/11)

	
Column B
(9/30/13)

	1.

	
	

	2.

	
	

	3.

	
	

	4.

	
	

	5.

	
	




b. Programmatic Action Plan:  In an attached narrative, describe your plan for completing the necessary modernization, renovation, or repair projects by the dates referenced above. 

Additionally, for each facility identified above, provide in the chart below the following information:  (a) a description of the modernization, renovation, or repair project; (b) the estimated total cost of the project; and (3) the estimated amount of SFSF funds that will be used to support the project.   




	

Facility
	

Project Description
	
Total Project Cost
	
Amount of SFSF Funds Used

	

	
        
	

	

	


	


	
	

	


	


	
	






	 


Assurance 5:  The Insular Area will take actions to strengthen the technology infrastructure of public elementary and secondary schools, public institutions of higher education, and governmental agencies.
 




a. Baseline Data and Programmatic Goals:  

1. Connectivity of school classrooms -- Identify as your baseline data in Column A the number and percentage of the Insular Area’s elementary and secondary school classrooms that are currently connected to a fiber optic network, and the number and percentage of the classrooms in your public IHEs that are currently connected to a fiber optic network.  

Identify as the programmatic goals in Column B the number and percentage of the Insular Area’s elementary and secondary school classrooms that will be connected to a fiber optic network by September 30, 2011, and the number and percentage of the classrooms in public IHEs that will be connected to a fiber optic network by this date.


	
	
Column A

	
Column B

	
	Number Connected
	Percentage Connected
	Number Connected
	Percentage Connected

	
Elementary and secondary school classrooms

	
	
	
	

	
Public IHE classrooms

	
	
	
	




2. Classroom Computer-to-Student Ratio in Schools – Identify as baseline data in Column A the current classroom computer-to-student ratio in the Insular Area’s elementary and secondary schools (in the aggregate).  Identify as the programmatic goal in Column B the classroom computer-to-student ratio in the Insular Area’s elementary and secondary schools as of September 30, 2011.  (For example, the ratio would be reported as 1 to 8 or 1:8.)


	
	Column A
(Current)
	Column B
(9/30/11)

	
Computer-to-student ratio in elementary and secondary schools

	
	





3. Technology Infrastructure of Other Facilities – Provide as additional baseline data a brief description of the status of the technology infrastructure in other public facilities and the goals of the Insular Area for enhancing that infrastructure by September 30, 2011.


 b.  Programmatic Action Plan:  In an attached narrative, describe the Insular Area’s plan for achieving the programmatic goals specified above.  Include any obstacles that may affect the Insular Area’s ability to complete the action steps or overall goals.  For each obstacle, describe the specific strategies that the Insular Area will use to overcome the obstacle.

Additionally, provide the following details for each strategy identified in your programmatic plan:  

	
	

Action Step
	
Completion Date

	
Responsible agency
	
Budget, including source of funding (local or Federal)


	1.


	
	
	
	

	2.


	
	
	
	

	3.


	
	
	
	



(Expand chart as needed)

 



	 


Assurance 6:  The Insular Area will take actions to establish or complete the implementation of a credible financial management system that is consistent with the standards in 34 C.F.R. 80.20(a) and (b) and that will enable the Insular Area to fully implement corrective actions regarding a financial management system established in audit determinations, corrective action plans, and special conditions, as applicable.
 




Required Information: Provide an update of the information that you provided in your Application for Initial Funding regarding the establishment and implementation of a credible financial management system. 

 
 


PART 3:  MAINTENANCE-OF-EFFORT INFORMATION



Maintenance-of-Effort Attestation


To the best of my knowledge and belief, the FY 2009 maintenance-of-effort (MOE) baseline data that are included as part of the approved Phase One SFSF application for this Insular Area have (check only one):
 
· not changed.

· changed, and the revised FY 2009 MOE data are as follows (provide revised data as applicable):

1. Level of non-Federal support for elementary and secondary education for FY 2009:   $________________.*

2. Level of non-Federal support for public institutions of higher education (excluding tuition and fees paid by students, research and development, and capital projects) for FY 2009:  $___________________.*




	Governor or Authorized Representative of the Governor (Printed Name):


	Signature:

	Date:





*To the extent that the MOE data included in the approved application for initial funding have changed, the Insular Area must include, as part of the Phase Two SFSF application, a description of the reasons for the changes and a statement identifying the data sources that were used in determining the revised levels of support.



 PART 4:  USES OF PHASE TWO EDUCATION STABILIZATION FUNDS



1. Allocation of Education Stabilization Funds Between Elementary and Secondary Education and Public Higher Education


(a) Amount of the Insular Area’s Phase Two Education Stabilization Fund allocation that will be used for elementary and secondary education:

		$______________________________

	

(b)  Amount of the Insular Area’s Phase Two Education Stabilization Fund allocation that will be used for public higher education:

		$______________________________


2. Description of Projects, Activities, or Services to Be Supported with Education Stabilization Funds

The Insular Area may use the Phase Two Education Stabilization funds for any activities authorized under sections 14003 or 14004 of ARRA.
  

Submission Requirement:

In an attachment to its application, the Insular Area must –

(a) identify and describe the other projects, activities, or services that it proposes to support with its total Education Stabilization Fund allocation; 

(b) provide preliminary budget estimates of the amount of Education Stabilization funds that it proposes to use for each of the proposed projects, activities, or services; and

(c) provide a timeline for implementing the project or activity or providing the services. 










APPENDIX A

APPLICATION CHECKLIST AND SUBMISSION INFORMATION


Please use the following checklist to confirm that your application is complete:

Part 1:  Application Cover Sheet

· Is all of the requested information included on the Cover Sheet?

· SIGNATURE REQUIRED – Has the Governor or his/her authorized representative signed the Cover Sheet?

· SIGNATURE OPTIONAL – Has the Chief State School Officer confirmed that the State educational agency will cooperate with the Governor in the implementation of the State Fiscal Stabilization Fund program?

Part 2:  Programmatic Assurances

· Has the Insular Area provided the information required for each of the programmatic assurances?

Part 3, Section A:  Maintenance-of-Effort (MOE) Attestation and Data

· SIGNATURE REQUIRED – Has the Governor or his/her authorized representative signed the MOE Attestation?

· If the MOE data have changed, has the Insular Area provided the revised data, together with a description of the reasons for the changes, and identified the data sources that were used in determining the revised levels of support?

Part 4, Section A:  Uses of the Education Stabilization Fund

· Has the Insular Area indicated the amount of its total Education Stabilization allocation that will be used for elementary and secondary education and for public higher education?

· Has the Insular Area identified and described the projects, activities, or services that it proposes to support with its total Education Stabilization Fund allocation?

· Has the Insular Area provided preliminary budget estimates of the amount of Education Stabilization funds that it proposes to use for each of the proposed projects, activities, or services?

· Has the Insular Area provided a timeline for implementing the projects or activities or providing the services?




SUBMISSION INFORMATION

Please submit your application to the Department as follows:

1. E-mail an electronic version of your application in .PDF (Portable Document) format to Stabilizationfundapplication@ed.gov and

2. Mail the original and two copies of your application by express mail service through the U.S. Postal Service or through a commercial carrier to the following address:

Dr. Joseph C. Conaty
Director, Academic Improvement and Teacher Quality Programs
Office of Elementary and Secondary Education
U.S. Department of Education
400 Maryland Avenue, S.W., Room 3E314
Washington, D.C. 20202
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