
UNITED STA TES DEPARTMENT OF EDUCA TION 

OFF ICE OF ELEMENTARY AND SECONDARY EDUCATION 

Thc Honorable Randy Dorn 
Superintendent of Public Instruction 
Washington Departmcnt of Public [nstruction 
Old Capital Building 
PO Box 47200 
Olympia, Wash ington 98504 

Dear Superintendent Dom: 

THE ASSISTANT SECRETARY 

1 am writing in response to Washington's request for a waiver ofthe carryover requ irement in the final 
requirements for the SchooJ Improvement Grants (SIG) program under section 1 003(g) ofthe Elementary 
and Secondary Educatioll Act of 1965 (ESEA), as amended. (74 Fed. Reg. 65618 (Dee. 10,2009) and 75 
Fed. Reg. 3375 (Jan. 21 , 2010).) Section 11.8.9(a) ofthe final requirements provides tha! "[i]f not every 
T ier I school in a Statc is served with [fisca l yearJ FY 2009 [SIG] funds, an SEA must carry over 25 
percent ofits FY 2009 funds, combine those funds with FY 2010 [SIG] funds , and award those funds to 
eligible LEAs consistent with these [final] requirements." Washington has requested a waivcr ofthis 
requ irement because canying over 25 percent ofits FY 2009 SIG funds wou ld prevent it from allocating 
funds to local educational agencies (LEAs) for Tier I and Tier 11 school s that its LEAs have committed to 
serve beginning in the 20 I 0--20 11 school year. 

1 have carefully revicwcd the information provided by Washington in support ofits waiver request, and I 
am pleased to inform yOIl that I am approving the State's request for a waiver ofsection II.B.9(a) of thc 
final requirements. My decision to grant this waiver is based on Washington's determination that the 
LEAs 10 which it \ViII allocate FY 2009 SIO funds, including the funds that will be available for 
allocation through thi s waiver, have demonslrated both the strongest commitment and the capacity to use 
these funds 10 implement, beginning in fall 20 I O, one of the four schoo l intervcntion models in the Tier I 
and Tier 11 schools they have committed to serve . My decision is also based on Washington 's 
determination that i1 necds al l 1he FY 2009 SIG funds it has available for its LEAs in order to fund, over 
the three-ycar period of avai labil ity, the full and effective implementation ofthe schoo l intervention 
models in the Tier 1 and T ier II schoo ls being served by its LEAs. 

Washington 's determination regarding the funds it needs to support the implcmcntation ofthe school 
intervention models in it5 Tier I and Ticr 11 schools beginning in fal12010 was supported by infonnation 
that WashingtQO provided with its waiver requcst. In particular, Wash ington indicated the number of 
LEAs that applicd for SIG funds, the number ofTier 1 and Tier 11 schools those LEAs committed to serve, 
and the number ofTier 1 and Tier Ir schools it intcnds to approve its LEAs to serve. Wash ington also 
indicatcd that it conducted a thoughtful, rigorous review ofthe budget proposed by each ofits LEAs, and 
concluded that the level of funding for each LEA is reasonable and necessary for the interventions the 
LEA committed to implement. Washington su pported its description of its process with school-by-school 
budget infonnation that set forth the approximate allocations for each Tier I and Tier TI school its LEAs 
will serve. 
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1 am granting this waiver on the following conditions: 

l . Washington will nol a llocale any of its FY 2009 SIG funds, including the funds made available 
for allocation Ihrough this waiver, for Tier 111 schools; and 

2. Should Washington determine, upon making its final allocations, that it does nol nced 100 percenl 
of the FY 2009 SIG funds it has available for its LEAs in order to fund three-year awards 10 

LEAs that have committed to serve Ticr 1 and Tier 11 schools beginning in fa112010, Washington 
wil l carry over any funds that it does not nced for that purpose and award those funds along with 
its FY 2010 SIG funds. 

I appreciate the work you are doing to improve Washington's persistently lowest-achieving schools and 
provide a high-quality educatíon for all ofyour students. lfyou have any questions, please contact Zollie 
Stevenson, Jr., Ph.D., Director of Student Achievement and School Accountability Programs (SASA) at 
(202) 260-0826. 

ce: Govemor Chris Grcgoirc 
Janelle Newman 


