__GOVERNMENT OF PUERTO RICO
DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY

Aungust 25, 2011

Mr. Michae] Yudin
Acting Assistant Secretary

for Elementary and Secondary Education
United States Department of Education
400 Maryland Ave., S.W.
Washington, DC 20202

REQUEST TO WAIVE THE PERIOD OF AVAILABILITY OF FY 2008 SCHOOL
IMPROVEMENT GRANT FUNDS

Dear Mr. Yudin:

I am writing you in regard to Puerto Rico Department of Education’s (PRDE) TFiscal year
(FY) 2008 funds under the School Improvement Grants (SIG) program under section 1003(g) of
the Elementary and Secondary Education Act of 1965 (ESEA). On a waiver request dated
September 27, 2010, PRDE requested a waiver of Section 421(b) of GEPA for the unobligated
portion of PRDE’s FY 2008 SIG funds. In the waiver request, PRDE indicated that it would
combine  FY 2008 SIF funds with its 2010 SIG funds and the FY 2009 SIG funds it carried
over and use the combined funds to make FY 2010 SIG awards consistent with FY 20101 SIG.

The waiver request was granted on September 30, 2010. The period of availability for the
unobligated portion of PRDE’s FY 2008 SIG allocation was extended for an additional twelve
(12) month period until September 30, 2011. The extension granted Puerto Rico an additional
ninety (90) days after September 30, 2011 to access the U.S. Department of Education’s
G5-Grants Management System in order to draw down and liquidate FY 2008 SIG funds
obligated before September 30, 2011.

The FY 2008 SIG funds remain unobligated as of this date because USDE has not granted final
approval of the FY 2010 SIG Application. The SIG Application for FY 2010 was submitted to
the U.S. Department of Education (USDE) on February 25, 2010. Since this date PRDE has
submitted four additional revisions based on USDE Technical Assistance. The latest version
submitted on July 21, 2010. Carlas McCauley, U.S. Department of Education Office of
Elementary and Secondary Education/ Student Achievement and Student Accountability
Program indicated on July 28, 2011 that PRDE’s Application will be submitted for approval but
cannot ascertain the date.
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PRDE does not anticipate being able to obligate these funds in a thoughtful manner that
will increase the quality of instruction and academic performance of our PLA schools, yet in
order to do so we need an additional extension for an additional thirteen (13) months, until
September 2012. PRDE believes that receiving this waiver will enable it to use FY 2008 funds
that will allow its local education agencies (LEAs) to support the implementation of the required
school intervention models in its TIER I schools.

PRDE assures that it has provided all LEAs in the state with notice and a reasonable opportunity
to comment on this request. PRDE provided such notice by sending an email to each LEA on
this same date. (see copy of notice attached). To expedite its waiver request, PRDE will
submit copies of any comments it receives from LEAs after the comment period closes on
September 2, 2011. PRDE has also provided notice and information regarding this waiver
request to the public by posting information regarding the waiver request on its website, (see
attached copy of, or link to, that notice).

PRDE further assures that, if it receives the requested waiver, PRDE will meet the following
conditions:

e PRDE assures that it will use its unobligated FY 2008 SIG funds in conjunction with its
FY 2010 SIG funds and its FY 2009 carryover SIG funds to support its FY 2010 SIG
competition and will require each LEA that receives those funds to expend them
in accordance with the final requirements of the SIG program (74 Fed. Reg. 65618
(Dec. 10, 2009 and 75 Fed Reg. 3375 (Jan. 21, 2010)).

e PRDE will submit any comments it receives to USDE within five (5) days of the closing
of the comment period on this waiver.

1 understand how critical it is that PRDE and its LEAs have sufficient fund accounting
procedures to ensure that Federal funds are obligated in a timely manner. To ensure that the
Puerto Rico Department of Education obligates future funds in a timely manner,

e PRDE assures that it will use the portion of its FY2008 SIG funds made available by this
waiver in a timely manner by using accounting procedures to ensure that FY 2008-09
funds and 2009-2010 carry-over will be expended before the 2010-11 SIG grant.

Please feel free to contact me by phone or email at: gelpipr@De.gobiemo.pr (787) 773-2004 if
you have any questions regarding this request. Thank you for your consideration.

Cordially,

Secretary of Education

“—/Puerto Rico Department of Educaction
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SOLICITUD DE EXTENCION DEL REMANENTE DE FONDOS
PARA MEJORAMIENTO DE ESCUELAS

*

g Vargién para Impresors

DA% VErsion op POF

fradisd

£l Departamento de Educaciin de Puerie Rico {DEPR} ha soficifado al Departamento de Educacion
Federal una axtension para ef remanente de los fondos asignados al DEPR para iniciativas dirigidas a
escuslas en quinio afio en plan de mejoramisnte {"School Improvement Grant’} correspendientes al afic

fiscal 2008-09. La tolakidad de los fondos del afio 2008 deberian haber sido obligados en o antes def
30 se septiembre 2010, A esta fecha existe un sobrante de $2.560.882.

4

Si of Departamento de Educacion Federal autoriza fa sextension de dichos fondes. tendrian un periodo
adicional de vigendia de veinticuatro (24} messes de vigencia. El sobrante de estos fondos se liene que
ulilizar para senvir a las escuelas persistentemente de Daje aprovechamiento académico {"Fersistenly
Lowest Achieving Schools™ PLAS) de acuverds a la solicitud de fondos 2009-10 y 2040-11 del "Schoo!

Improvernent Grant”.
¥

D= tener comentarins. debe anviardos a comentarivs@ida gobiemo.pr en o antes del 4 de oclule 2018,

Reques! for wabver




