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— Missouri public schools: the best choice. . .the best results! —




August 20, 2010

Carlas L. McCauley, Ed.D 
U.S. Department of Education 
Office of Elementary and Secondary Education/ 
Student Achievement and School Accountability Programs 
400 Maryland Avenue, S. W. 3W222
Washington, DC 20202 

Dear Dr. McCauley:

The Missouri Department of Elementary and Secondary Education (DESE) requests a waiver of the requirement to carry over 25 percent of the 2009 SIG funds when 100 percent of the State’s Tier I schools are not served in the first year of the funding period (section II.B.9(a) of the final requirements).  The total amount of funds requested to be waived is $12,773,573.  The Department believes that it is critical to fund as many Tier I and Tier II schools as possible during the first year of the three-year funding period.  Three full years of funding will provide these schools the best chance to fully implement the activities of the required interventions.  Granting this waiver will help assure the LEAs that the necessary resources are committed to allow them to implement their plans for rapid and sustainable improvement.  Furthermore, the Department does not intend to fund any Tier III schools in order to use the available funds to support meaningful activities in the Tier I and Tier II schools the LEAs/districts have committed to and have the capacity to serve.
DESE reserved 5% of the SIG allocation ($2,704,988) for the administration and evaluation of the SIG program and for technical assistance that is provided to the school.
Listed below are Missouri’s Tier I schools with the funds requested, estimated first year awards and status of each school.  Funding determinations were based on the quality of the application, the funds available, need and capacity to implement the interventions in a meaningful way.  Under the proposed waiver, DESE will fund all Tier I schools with the following exceptions:
· The LEA closed or the LEA chose to close the building.
· The St. Louis City Public Schools initiated a significant reform effort in two buildings, Stevens Middle Community Education Center and Dunbar Elementary.  The reform was started prior to the availability of SIG funds. The district chose not to request SIG funds for the reform efforts in the two buildings.
	NCES ID
	LEA
	NCES ID
	Tier I School
	3 year Total Funds 
Requested
	Estimated 
1st year Award
	Estimated 
3 year Total Award
	Status

	2916400
	Kansas City 33
	00866
	Richardson Elem.
	0
	0
	0
	LEA Closed Building

	2900016
	Genesis School Inc.
	02746
	Genesis School Inc.
	1,443,000
	250,120
	750,360 
	Turnaround

	2900018
	Urban Com. Leadership Acad.
	02745
	Urban Com. Leadership Acad.
	4,396,330
	966,394
	2,286,092 
	Turnaround

	2900011
	B. Banneker Academy
	02750
	B. Banneker Academy
	4,285,632
	912,903
	2,228,529 
	Turnaround

	2931590
	Wellston
	02203
	Eskridge High School
	0
	0
	0
	LEA Closed

	2931590
	Wellston
	02201
	Central Elementary
	0
	0
	0
	LEA Closed

	NCES ID
	LEA
	NCES ID
	Tier I School
	3 year Total Funds 
Requested
	Estimated 
1st year Award
	Estimated 
3 year Total Award
	Status

	2929280
	St. Louis City
	02011
	Vashon High School
	1,982,019
	399,827
	1,030,650 
	Turnaround

	2929280
	St. Louis City
	01922
	Fanning Middle Comm. Ed.
	1,999,879
	 447,269
	1,039,937 
	Transformation

	2929280
	St. Louis City
	01957
	Langston Middle
	1,999,149
	441,804
	1,039,557 
	Transformation

	2929280
	St. Louis City
	01954
	L'Ouverture Middle
	1,409,995
	441,804
	733,197
	Transformation

	2929280
	St. Louis City
	02066
	Stevens Middle Comm. Ed.
	 0
	0
	0
	LEA started reform

	2929280
	St. Louis City
	01877
	Ashland Elem. And Br.
	1,833,602
	353,737
	953,473 
	Turnaround

	2929280
	St. Louis City
	02693
	Columbia Elem. Comm. Ed. 
	1,898,615
	364,398
	987,280 
	Turnaround

	2929280
	St. Louis City
	01916
	Dunbar Elementary
	0 
	0
	0
	LEA started reform

	2929280
	St. Louis City
	01937
	Hamilton Elem. Comm. Ed.
	1,959,732
	374,178 
	1,019,061 
	Turnaround

	2929280
	St. Louis City
	01950
	Jefferson Elem.
	1,778,219
	340,193 
	924,674 
	Transformation

	2929280
	St. Louis City
	01968
	Mann Elem.
	1,967,522
	380,418 
	1,023,111 
	Turnaround

	2929280
	St. Louis City
	02000
	Sigel Elem. Comm. Ed. 
	1,969,172
	382,436 
	1,023,969 
	Turnaround

	2929280
	St. Louis City
	02015
	Walbridge Elem. Comm. Ed.
	1,994,812
	377,943 
	1,037,302 
	Turnaround

	155904
	Ethel Hedgeman Lyle Acad.
	23832
	Ethel Hedgeman Lyle Acad.
	0
	0
	0
	LEA Closed

	2900577
	Paideia Academy
	02854
	College Hill Campus
	0
	0
	0
	LEA Closed


Listed below are Missouri’s Tier II schools with the funds requested, estimated first year awards and status of each school.  Funding determinations were based on the quality of the application, the funds available, need and capacity to implement the interventions in a meaningful way.  The proposed waiver will allow the DESE to fund all Tier II schools with the following exceptions:
· The LEA closed or the LEA chose to close the building.

· The St. Louis City Public Schools elected not to serve Roosevelt High School, Long Middle Community Education Center and Compton-Drew ILC Middle School with SIG funds.  The district chose not to request any SIG funds in the reform efforts in the two buildings.

· Included in the application review process was a determination of a LEA’s capacity to implement the proposed reform measures beginning in school year 2010-2011.  Due to the number of Tier I buildings St. Louis City Public Schools has committed to serve this year, it was determined they lack capacity to implement the proposed reform measures in their Tier II school buildings in school year 2010-2011.

	NCES ID
	LEA
	NCES ID
	Tier II School
	3 year Total Funds 
Requested
	Estimated
1st year Award
	Estimated 
3 year Total Award
	Status

	2927060
	St. Joseph
	02445
	Colgan Alt. Resource Center
	0
	0
	0
	LEA Closed Building

	2914340
	Hickman Mills C-1
	00653
	Ervin Jr. High
	42,920
	42,920
	42,920
	LEA Closed Building

	2914340
	Hickman Mills C-1
	00660
	Smith-Hale Jr. High
	5,998,337
	1,699,252
	5,085,068
	Transformation

	2916400
	Kansas City 33
	00840
	Central High
	3,282,172
	859,215
	1,706,729
	Transformation

	2916400
	Kansas City 33
	00860
	Northeast High
	4,912,008
	859,215
	2,554,244
	Transformation

	2916400
	Kansas City 33
	00880
	East High School
	4,912,008
	859,215
	2,554,244
	Transformation

	2916400
	Kansas City 33
	02796
	Westport High
	0
	0
	0
	LEA Closed Building

	2916400
	Kansas City 33
	02496
	K C Middle School Of The Arts
	0
	0
	0
	LEA Closed Building

	2900029
	Alta Vista Charter Sch.
	02741
	Alta Vista Charter Sch.
	944,720
	256,496
	803,012
	Transformation

	2913800
	Hayti R-II
	00611
	Hayti High
	2,880,540
	1,030,200
	2,448,459
	Transformation

	2907470
	Caruthersville 18
	01023
	Caruthersville Middle
	1,997,130
	379,564
	1,038,508
	Transformation

	2913830
	Hazelwood
	00629
	East Middle
	5,961,400
	1,723,767
	5,067,190
	Turnaround

	2912010
	Ferguson-Florissant R-II
	02691
	McCluer South-Berkeley High
	1,962,822
	407,822
	1,020,667
	Transformation

	NCES ID
	LEA
	NCES ID
	Tier II School
	3 year Total Funds 
Requested
	Estimated
1st year Award
	Estimated 
3 year Total Award
	Status

	2912010
	Ferguson-Florissant R-II
	00354
	Berkeley Middle
	1,537,922
	307,826
	799,719
	Transformation

	2916290
	Jennings
	00767
	Jennings Jr. High
	1,997,402
	364,226
	1,038,649
	Transformation

	2922650
	Normandy
	01248
	Normandy High
	977,867
	400,851
	1,028,491
	Transformation

	2922650
	Normandy
	01244
	Normandy Middle
	2,025,867
	426,851
	1,053,451
	Transformation

	2926670
	Riverview Gardens
	01586
	Riverview Gardens Sr. High
	3,087,876
	557,095
	1,605,696
	Turnaround

	2926670
	Riverview Gardens
	02539
	R. G. Central Middle
	1,174,412
	233,263
	610,694
	Turnaround

	2926670
	Riverview Gardens
	02687
	Westview Middle
	1,174,412
	233,263
	610,694
	Turnaround

	2931590
	Wellston
	01565
	Bishop Middle School
	0
	0
	 0
	LEA Closed

	2929280
	St. Louis City
	01994
	Roosevelt High
	0
	0
	0
	LEA elected not to serve w/ SIG

	2929280
	St. Louis City
	02009
	Sumner High
	1,982,019
	0
	0
	Lacked Capacity

	2929280
	St. Louis City
	02013
	Central VPA High
	1,932,119
	0
	0
	Lacked Capacity

	2929280
	St. Louis City
	02878
	Yeatman-Liddell Prep. Jr. High
	1,999,149
	0
	0
	Lacked Capacity

	2929280
	St. Louis City
	00792
	Carr Lane VPA Middle
	1,996,149
	0
	0
	Lacked Capacity

	2929280
	St. Louis City
	00287
	Bunche International Studies
	107,688
	0
	0
	Lacked Capacity

	2929280
	St. Louis City
	01585
	Gateway Middle
	1,999,149
	0
	0
	Lacked Capacity

	2929280
	St. Louis City
	01960
	Long Middle Community Ed. Center
	0
	0
	0
	LEA elected not to serve w/ SIG

	2929280
	St. Louis City
	01927
	Compton-Drew ILC Middle
	0
	0
	0
	LEA elected not to serve w/ SIG

	2900583
	Construction Careers Center
	02788
	Construction Careers Center
	3,097,118
	533,168
	1,610,501
	Transformation

	2900574
	Lift For Life Academy
	02828
	Lift For Life Academy
	0
	0
	0
	Did not apply


Prior to submitting this waiver request, Missouri provided all LEAs in the State with notice and a reasonable opportunity to comment on this request.  Missouri provided such notice by sending an email to each LEA on July 28, 2010 (see copy of notice attached).  Missouri received no comments from LEAs in response to the notice.  The comment period ended on Friday, August 13th.  Missouri has also provided notice and information regarding this waiver request to the public in the manner in which Missouri customarily provides such notice and information to the public by posting the information on the Department’s Web site (see attached copy of public notice).

Please feel free to contact me by phone or email at (573) 751-4234or Margie.Vandeven@dese.mo.gov if you have any questions regarding this request.  Thank you for your consideration. 

Sincerely,
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Margie Vandeven

cc:  Stephen Barr

Craig Rector

Jocelyn Strand

SUBJECT:  Waiver Request School Improvement Grant Carryover 

LISTSERVE MESSAGE DATE:  July 29 , 2010

The Missouri Department of Elementary and Secondary Education intends to request a waiver of the requirement to carry over 25% of 2009 1003 (g) School Improvement Grant funds in order to fund Tier I schools that will not be served in the first year of the funding period.  Missouri believes that it is important to begin improvement activities in the Persistently Lowest-Achieving Schools in the State during the first year of the funding period.  It is furthermore important to fund as many schools as possible for the three years of the funding period.  For these reasons, Missouri is seeking a waiver of the regulation.

Please visit the DESE Web site at www.dese.mo.gov/divimprove/fedprog/instrucimprov/  to find more information about the waiver and instructions to share your comments.  

Larry Flakne, Director 

Federal Instructional Improvement 

Missouri Department of Elementary and Secondary Education 

Request for Comments 
Missouri intends to request a waiver of the requirement to carry over 25 percent of the 2009 SIG funds as required if 100 percent of the State’s Tier I schools are not served in the first year of the funding period as found in section II.B.9(a) of the final requirements. Missouri believes that it is important to fund as many Tier I and Tier II schools as possible during the first year of the funding period in order for the schools to have the best chance to fully implement the activities of the required interventions. Furthermore, Missouri does not intend to fund any Tier III schools in order to use the available funds to support meaningful activities in the Tier I and Tier II schools the LEAs/districts have committed to and have the capacity to serve. 
Prior to submitting this waiver request, Missouri provided all LEAs in the State with notice and a reasonable opportunity to comment on this request. Missouri provided such notice by sending an email to each LEA on July 28, 2010 (see copy of notice attached). Copies of all comments that Missouri received from LEAs in response to the notice are attached hereto. Missouri has also provided notice and information regarding this waiver request to the public in the manner in which Missouri customarily provides such notice and information to the public by posting the information on the Department’s Web site (see attached copy of public notice). 
Please feel free to contact me by phone or email at (573) 751-4234 or Margie.Vandeven@dese.mo.gov
if you have any questions regarding this request. Thank you for your consideration. 
By August 12, 2010, please send comments to webreplyimprfii@dese.mo.gov
P.O. Box 480 ( Jefferson City, Missouri 65102-0480 (  573/526-3232 ( FAX 573/526-6698 ( http://www.dese.mo.gov/divimprove

