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August 27, 2010

Dr. Thelma Melendez de Santa Maria
Assistant Secretary for Elementary and Secondary Education

U.S. Department of Education

Dear Dr. Thelma Melendez de Santa Maria:
I am writing on behalf of Maine to request a waiver of the carryover requirement in the final requirements for the Title I School Improvement Grant (SIG) program under section 1003(g) of the Elementary Secondary Education Act of 1965 (ESEA), as amended. (74  Fed. Reg.65618 (Dec. 10, 2009) and 75 Fed. Reg. 3375 (Jan. 21, 2010.)  Section II.B.9(a) of the final requirements provides that “[i]f not every Tier I school in a state is served with [fiscal year] FY 2009 [SIG] funds, and SEA must carry over 25 percent of its FY 2009 funds, combine those funds with FY 2010 [SIG]funds, and award those funds to eligible LEAs consistent with these final requirements.”  Maine is requesting a waiver of this requirement because carrying over 25 percent of its FY 2009 SIG funds would provident it from allocating funds to local educational agencies (LEAs) for Tier II schools that its LEAs have committed to serve beginning in the 2010-2011 school year.

In accordance with the notice of proposed requirements (NPR) for this program outlined in the Federal Register on August 26, 2009 (74 FR 43101) and to direct SIG funds to the  schools demonstrating the greatest need, Maine identified three tiers of schools, including five Tier I and five Tier II schools.  Of the 5 schools identified as Tier I, four submitted applications for SIG funding and one chose not to apply due to the requirement necessitating the removal the principal.  The applications for three of the Tier I schools have received final approval. The fourth Tier I applicant, CSD 13:Deer-Isle Stonington High School, has several key staff members who do not meet highly qualified teacher (HQT) status and does not currently have the capacity to operate as a schoolwide program or to meet the requirements of the grant.  Maine will continue to provide support and technical assistance to this LEA through other federal and state programs.  Of the 5 schools identified as Tier II, three have submitted applications for SIG funds; two chose not to apply due to the requirement necessitating the removal the principal.  Availability of funding will allow one Tier II school to receive final approval.  The remaining two Tier II schools have been granted conditional approval, contingent upon the outcome of this waiver request. 

Maine’s SIG application process requires includes a rigorous review to ensure that each LEA has the capacity and commitment to meet all requirements of the SIG program.  In addition, each LEA was required to submit detailed budgets that outline the approximate allocations needed by LEAs to serve each Tier I and Tier II school.  The application review includes a thoughtful, rigorous review of the budgets proposed by each LEA.  This review indicated that the level of funding requested by each LEA is reasonable and necessary for the interventions the LEA has committed to implement. The application budgets, are outlined in the following table.   Tier III schools have not applied for funding.
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	LEA
	School
	Tier
	Intervention Model
	Grant request

	Portland
	Riverton School
	Tier I
	Transformation
	$3,386,154.00

	Lewiston
	Governor James B. Longley School
	Tier I
	Turnaround
	$1,999,088.00

	RSU 24
	Sumner High School
	Tier I
	Transformation
	$1,731,520.00

	RSU 36
	Livermore Falls High School
	Tier II
	Transformation
	$1,215,057.00

	RSU 61
	Lake Region High School
	Tier II
	Transformation
	$1,623,200.00

	RSU 74
	Carrabec High School
	Tier II
	Transformation
	$726,800.00

	Request total
	
	$10,681,819.00


Maine received a total allocation of $13,139,919.00, with $12,482,923.00 available for identified schools demonstrating the greatest need. As outlined earlier, two f the identified Tier I schools will not be served in 2010-2011.  This decision triggered the requirement for Maine to carry over 25 percent of the allocated FY 2009 funds, which leaves   $ 1,801,104.00   to fund eligible schools. While this adjusted allocation will provide funding to support the needs of three Tier I schools and one Tier II school, the requirement to carryover 25 percent of FY 2009 funding will prohibit Maine’s ability to fund the remaining two Tier II schools  Each of these Tier II schools has demonstrated strong commitment to implementing the selected improvement model.  Actions already taken to prepare for 2010-2011 implementations include removal of the principal, time spent throughout the summer developing plans for fall implementation, summer professional development activities and the selection of service providers for fall implementation of required activities.  

Maine provides assurance that if granted the waiver, Maine will not allocate any of the FY 2009 SIG funds, including any funds made available through this waiver, for Tier III schools.   In addition, any funds remaining after funding the three-year awards to the LEAs that have committed to serve Tier I and Tier II schools beginning in the fall of 2010 will be carried forward and those funds will be awarded along with 2010 SIG funds.

Prior to submitting this waiver request, Maine provided all LEAs in the State with notice and a reasonable opportunity to comment on this request by sending an email to the superintendent and NCLB coordinator for each LEA on August 12, 2010. (Please see copy of attached notice).  Maine has received very few comments from LEAs in response to this waiver.  Comments have either been in support of the waiver or a request for additional information.  Maine has also provided notice and information regarding this waiver request to the public in the manner in which Maine customarily provides such notice and information to the public by publishing a notice of the waiver request in the following newspapers; Bangor Daily News, Kennebec Journal, and Portland Press Herald; and by posting information regarding the waiver request on its website. (Please see attached copy of public notice).
Please feel free to contact me by phone or email at 207-624-6705 or rachelle.tome@maine.gov if you have any questions regarding this request.  Thank you for your consideration.

Respectfully, 
Rachelle Tome

Maine Department of Education

ESEA-NCLB Federal Programs Director
Sent to Superintendents and NCLB Coordinators via email August 12, 2010

Waiver Requests for Title 1

This communication serves as notice that the Maine Department of Education intends to submit to the U. S. Department of Education the following waiver requests for Title I on behalf of all applicable SAUs.   Comments related to this request should be sent to Rachelle Tome, ESEA Federal Programs Director at rachelle.tome@maine.gov.  Comments will be accepted through Friday, August 20, 2010.

WAIVER OF TITLE 1, PART A STATUTORY AND REGULATORY REQUIREMENT RELATED TO SES ï�¬ LEAs in improvement status serving as SES providers: This provision prohibits a State from approving as providers of supplemental educational services (SES) schools identified for improvement, corrective action, or restructuring and local educational agencies (LEAs) identified for improvement or corrective action (34 C.F.R. Â§ 200.47(b)(1)(iv)(A), (B)).

WAIVERS RELATED TO TITLE 1 SCHOOL IMPROVEMENT GRANT FUNDS ï�¬ Required SEA carryover of 25%: This provision requires the SEA to carry over 25 percent of its FY 2009 funds if the first competition for FY 2009 SIG funds does not result in all Tier I schools in the State being served. (Section II.B.9(a) of the final requirements for the SIG program, set forth in 74 FR 65618 (Dec. 10, 2009), and amended by the interim final requirements, set forth in 75 FR 3375 (Jan. 21, 2010) (final requirements).

August 12, 2010

Comment summary:
We received 2 emails; each provided verbal support for the SIG waiver.  Emails are added as attachments to this request.
August 12, 2010  Sent to local newspapers and posted online at http://www.maine.gov/education/nclb/index.html  

Public Notice-Waiver Requests for Title 1

The Maine Department of Education has notified Superintendents and NCLB Coordinators of its intent to submit to the U.S. Department of Education the following waiver requests for Title 1 on behalf of all applicable SAUs. Superintendents and NCLB Coordinators were invited to submit comments related to the request. Comments will be accepted through Friday, August 20, 2010.

 

WAIVER OF TITLE 1, PART A STATUTORY AND REGULATORY REQUIREMENT RELATED TO SES 
l LEAs in improvement status serving as SES providers: This provision prohibits a State from approving as providers of supplemental educational services (SES) schools identified for improvement, corrective action, or restructuring and local educational agencies (LEAs) identified for improvement or corrective action (34 C.F.R. § 200.47(b)(1)(iv)(A), (B)).

WAIVERS RELATED TO TITLE 1 SCHOOL IMPROVEMENT GRANT FUNDS
l Required SEA carryover of 25%: This provision requires the SEA to carry over 25 percent of its FY 2009 funds if the first competition for FY 2009 SIG funds does not result in all Tier I schools in the State being served. (Section II.B.9(a) of the final requirements for the SIG program, set forth in 74 FR 65618 (Dec. 10, 2009), and amended by the interim final requirements, set forth in 75 FR 3375 (Jan. 21, 2010) (final requirements).

 

August 12, 2010
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