 APPLICATION COVER SHEET
SCHOOL IMPROVEMENT GRANTS
	Legal Name of Applicant:  
[bookmark: _GoBack]Oklahoma State Department of Education
	Applicant’s Mailing Address: 
Oklahoma State Department of Education
Oliver Hodge Building
2500 North Lincoln Boulevard
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105

	State Contact for the School Improvement Grant  

Name:  Dr. Cindy Koss

Position and Office: Deputy Superintendent of Academic Affairs, Administrative Services

Contact’s Mailing Address: 
Oklahoma State Department of Education
Attention: Dr. Cindy Koss
2500 North Lincoln Boulevard
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105-4599   





Telephone: (405) 521-3302

Fax: (405) 521-6205

Email address: Cindy.Koss@sde.ok.gov 

	Chief State School Officer (Printed Name): 
Joy Hofmeister
	Telephone: 
(405_ 521-3301

	Signature of the Chief State School Officer: 

X  
	Date: 


	
The State, through its authorized representative, agrees to comply with all requirements applicable to the School Improvement Grants program, including the assurances contained herein and the conditions that apply to any waivers that the State receives through this application.





For SEAs approved for ESEA flexibility: Eligible Schools List: Each SEA should provide a link to the page on its Web site or a link to the specific page(s) in its approved ESEA flexibility request that includes a list of its current priority and focus schools. That list should clearly indicate which schools are SIG-eligible (i.e., meet the definition of priority or focus school in the document titled ESEA Flexibility).
http://sde.ok.gov/sde/sites/ok.gov.sde/files/documents/files/Priority%202015%20.pdf
http://sde.ok.gov/sde/sites/ok.gov.sde/files/documents/files/Focus%202015%20_0.pdf

	G. ASSURANCES: The SEA must provide the assurances set forth below.

	By submitting this application for new awards, the SEA assures that it will do or has done the following (check each box):

[bookmark: Check35]|X| Comply with the final requirements and ensure that each LEA carries out its responsibilities outlined in the final requirements.
[bookmark: Check36]|X| Consult with its Committee of Practitioners regarding the information set forth in this application. 
|X| Award each approved LEA a School Improvement Grant in an amount that is of sufficient size and scope to implement the selected intervention in each Tier I and Tier II school, or each priority or focus school, as applicable, that the SEA approves the LEA to serve.
|X| Award each School Improvement Grant to an LEA based on an individual review of each application and a case-by-case determination of the amount needed to plan for implementation, as applicable, to fully implement a model, and sustain the model, as applicable, rather than make grant awards based on a formula.
[bookmark: Check38]|X| Monitor and evaluate the actions an LEA has taken, as outlined in its approved SIG application, to recruit, select and provide oversight to external providers, including charter school operators and CMOs, to ensure their quality and regularly review and hold accountable such providers for their performance.
|X| Monitor and evaluate the actions the LEA has taken, as outlined in its approved SIG application, to sustain the reforms after the funding period ends.
[bookmark: Check39]|X| If a school implementing the restart model becomes a charter school LEA, hold the charter school operator or CMO accountable, or ensure that the charter school authorizer holds the respective entity accountable, for meeting the final requirements.
[bookmark: Check40]|X| Post on its Web site, within 30 days of awarding School Improvement Grants, all final LEA applications and a summary of the grants that includes the following information: name and NCES identification number of each LEA awarded a grant; amount of each LEA’s grant; name and NCES identification number of each school to be served; and type of intervention to be implemented in each Tier I and Tier II school or priority and focus school, as applicable. An SEA must post all LEA applications, including those of applicants that did not receive awards, as well as applications to serve Tier III schools.  Additionally, if an LEA amends an application, the SEA will post the amended application.
[bookmark: Check41]|X| Report the specific school-level data required in section III of the final SIG requirements, including baseline data for the year prior to SIG implementation.
|X| If the SEA intends to provide services directly to any schools in the absence of a takeover, seek and obtain approval from the LEA to have the SEA provide the services directly prior to providing services.
[bookmark: Check55]|X| Prior to submitting its School Improvement Grant application, provide all LEAs in the State that are eligible to receive School Improvement Grants with notice and a reasonable opportunity to comment on its waiver request(s) and attach a copy of that notice as well as copies of any comments received from LEAs to this application.  The SEA also assures that it has provided notice and information regarding the waiver request(s) described below, if applicable, to the public in the manner in which the SEA customarily provides such notice and information to the public (e.g., by publishing a notice in the newspaper; by posting information on its Web site) and has attached a copy of, or link to, that notice.






	I. WAIVERS:  SEAs are invited to request waivers of the requirements set forth below.  An SEA must check the corresponding box(es) to indicate which waiver(s) it is requesting.

	[Oklahoma] requests a waiver of the requirements it has indicated below.  The SEA believes that the requested waiver(s) will increase its ability to implement the SIG program effectively in eligible schools in the State in order to improve the quality of instruction and raise the academic achievement of students in Tier I, Tier II, and Tier III schools or in its priority and focus schools, as applicable, or will allow any LEA in the State that receives a School Improvement Grant to use those funds in accordance with the final requirements for School Improvement Grants and the LEA’s application for a grant.


	Part 1: Waivers Available to All States

Waiver 1: Period of availability of FY 2015 funds waiver
Note: This waiver only applies to FY 2015 funds for the purpose of making three- to five-year awards to eligible LEAs.  
[bookmark: Check53]|X| In order to extend the period of availability beyond September 30, 2017, waive section 421(b) of the General Education Provisions Act (20 U.S.C. § 1225(b)) to extend the period of availability of FY 2015 school improvement funds for the SEA and all of its LEAs to September 30, 2021.

Waiver 2: Period of availability of FY 2016 funds waiver
Note: This waiver only applies to FY 2016 funds for the purpose of making three- to five-year awards to eligible LEAs.  
|X| In order to extend the period of availability beyond September 30, 2018, waive section 421(b) of the General Education Provisions Act (20 U.S.C. § 1225(b)) to extend the period of availability of FY 2015 school improvement funds for the SEA and all of its LEAs to September 30, 2021.






		LEA Application Approval Timeline
FY15 & FY16 Awards

	Action Step
	Date

	1.  SEA will distribute the LEA grant application to all eligible LEAs via e-mail for multi-year awards
	Monday, October 24, 2016

	2.  LEA letter of intent to apply due via e-mail
	Monday, October 31, 2016

	3.  SEA will provide technical assistance Webinar for all LEAs that have submitted a letter of intent with guidelines and application
	Wednesday, November 2, 2016–9:00a.m.-10:30a.m.
Wednesday, November 2, 2016-1:00p.m.-2:30p.m.

	4.  Original copy of LEA application is due to SEA
	Wednesday, December 14, 2016 at close of business

	5.  SEA panel will review the applications and feedback will be provided to the LEA
	January 23-February 3, 2017

	6.  LEA Site Visits for finalist
	February 13-17, 2017

	7.  LEA applications for awards will be approved by the Oklahoma State Board of Education (This is also the official date funding is awarded.)
	Thursday, February 23, 2017


	8.  LEA’s notified about their award status
	Friday, February 24, 2017

	9.  SIG Overview Meeting with new awardees
	Week of  March 6-10, 2017

	10.  All approved LEAs will be posted on the OSDE Web site
	Week of March 13-17, 2017

	11.  Planning Months
	March-June, 2017
Attend Cohort Collaboration Meeting 
Visit a Cohort 4 & 5 site
Attend a Q & A session with representatives from Cohort 4 & 5

	12.  Implementation Year One Begins
       
	Monday, July 3, 2017








	H. SEA RESERVATION: The SEA may reserve an amount not to exceed five percent of its School Improvement Grant for administration, evaluation, and technical assistance expenses.

	The SEA must briefly describe the activities related to administration, evaluation, and technical assistance (e.g. funding staff positions, supporting statewide support, etc.) that the SEA plans to conduct with any State-level funds it chooses to reserve from its School Improvement Grants allocation. 
The SEA plans to use the state-level funds it receives, not to exceed five percent, to provide technical assistance to the LEAs through the Office of School Support.  The activities the Office of School Support plans to conduct include, but are not limited to:
*Continue and expand the principal and/or district leadership mentoring provided by the OSDE Office of School Support.
*Continue and expand the development and implementation of ongoing professional development for district level personnel, principals, and teachers of schools receiving SIG funds.
*Continue to train and implement the Oklahoma Data Inquiry Process, and develop and implement a training program for district level school improvement teams on Oklahoma’s online planning and coaching tool.








