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Paperwork Burden Statement
According to the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection of information unless such collection displays a valid OMB control number.  Public reporting burden for this collection of information is estimated to average 100 hours per response, including time for reviewing instructions, searching existing data sources, gathering and maintaining the data needed, and completing and reviewing the collection of information.  The obligation to respond to this collection is required to obtain or retain benefit (authorized under section 1003(g) of title I of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act of 1965, as amended by No Child Left Behind (ESEA). Send comments regarding the burden estimate or any other aspect of this collection of information, including suggestions for reducing this burden, to the U.S. Department of Education, 400 Maryland Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20210-4537 or email ICDocketMgr@ed.gov and reference the OMB Control Number 1810-0682. Note: Please do not return the completed School Improvement Grant application to this address.

APPLICATION COVER SHEET

SCHOOL IMPROVEMENT GRANTS

	Legal Name of Applicant:  

Michigan Department of Education
	Applicant’s Mailing Address: 

P.O. Box 30008

Lansing, MI 48909

	State Contact for the School Improvement Grant (SIG)
Name:  Bill Witt
Position and Office: Supervisor, School Improvement Support, Office of Education Improvement and Innovation
Contact’s Mailing Address: 

P.O. Box 30008

Lansing, MI 48909

Telephone:  517-335-2957
Fax: 517-241-0247
Email address: wittb1@michigan.gov

	Chief State School Officer (Printed Name): 

Brian J. Whiston
	Telephone: 

517-241-3232

	Signature of the Chief State School Officer: 

X  
	Date: 



	The State, through its authorized representative, agrees to comply with all requirements applicable to the School Improvement Grants program, including the assurances contained herein and the conditions that apply to any waivers that the State receives through this application.




	For SEAs approved for ESEA flexibility: Eligible Schools List: Each SEA should provide a link to the page on its Web site or a link to the specific page(s) in its approved ESEA flexibility request that includes a list of its current priority and focus schools. That list should clearly indicate which schools are SIG-eligible (i.e., meet the definition of priority or focus school in the document titled ESEA Flexibility). 
The list of Michigan Priority Schools may be found at the link below:

http://www.michigan.gov/documents/sro/Current_Priority_List_Feb_2016_512684_7.pdf
Please note the Priority School list is maintained and posted by the Michigan State School Reform/Redesign Office (SRO) per an Executive Order by the state governor, and that the SRO is no longer part of the Michigan Department of Education. This list does not detail which schools are Title I eligible or Title I recipients, nor does it indicate if they were named as Priority on the last Top to Bottom list (August 2014), which is a MDE SIG eligibility requirement. The MDE will provide a list of SIG eligible schools upon request.
The List of eligible Focus Schools may be found here; any school appearing on this list is eligible.
http://www.michigan.gov/documents/mde/2013-14_Focus_Schools_465235_7.pdf


	For all SEAs: Awards not renewed, or otherwise terminated:  All SEAs are required to list any LEAs with one or more schools for which funding under previously awarded SIG grants will not be renewed for the 2016-2017 school year. For each such school, note the date of nonrenewal or termination, reason for nonrenewal or termination, the amount of unused remaining funds, and explain how the SEA or LEA plans to use those funds. If all schools have been renewed, please indicate not applicable (“N/A”) in the chart: 
LEA Name

School Name

Date of nonrenewal or Termination
Reason for nonrenewal or Termination
Description of how remaining funds were or will be Used

Amount of Remaining Funds

Benton Harbor Area Schools
Benton Harbor High School

10/1/15
Voluntary withdrawal by the LEA
Other schools awarded FY14 dollars may apply for these funds to support year 3 of the grant in the 16-17 school year.

$990,811
Benton Harbor Area Schools
International Academy at Hull

10/1/15
Voluntary withdrawal

by the LEA
Other schools awarded FY14 dollars may apply for these funds to support year 3 of the grant in the 16-17 school year.

$737,740

Benton Harbor Area Schools
Montessori Academy at Henry C. Morton

10/1/15
Voluntary withdrawal

by the LEA
Other schools awarded FY14 dollars may apply for these funds to support year 3 of the grant in the 16-17 school year.

$702,625

Total Amount of Remaining Funds:
$2,431,176



	B. STATE-DETERMINED MODEL (OPTIONAL)

	An SEA may submit one State-determined model for the Secretary’s review and approval. Submission of a state-determined model is not required. An SEA that previously submitted, and received approval for, a State-determined model need not re-submit that model. (Check applicable box below)
 SEA is submitting a State-determined model for review and approval. (Please attach to the application.)
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 SEA is not submitting a State-determined model.
To be approved, a State-determined model must meet the definition of whole-school reform model:

A whole-school reform model is a model that is designed to:

(a) Improve student academic achievement or attainment;

(b) Be implemented for all students in a school; and
(c) Address, at a minimum and in a comprehensive and coordinated manner, each of the following:

1. School leadership

2. Teaching and learning in at least one full academic content area (including professional learning for educators)
3. Student non-academic support
4. Family and community engagement


	D. LEA BUDGETS: In addition to the evaluation criteria listed in Section C, the SEA must describe how it will evaluate an LEA’s budget and application.

	THIS SECTION IS AMENDED: Historically, Michigan has excluded SIG recipients from supports provided through the Section 1003(a) 4% reservation. The reasons for doing so were twofold: SIG awards were considerably larger compared to the amounts available under the 4% reservation and it allowed more 4% funds to be allocated to support unsuccessful eligible applicants. In light of reauthorization and the move to the 7% reservation under Section 1003(a), Michigan will no longer impose this restriction. Schools receiving SIG funds will be able to access supports and services provided through the Title I 4% reservation for 16-17 and the 7% reservation going forward. This will allow for more flexible services, supports, and planning for a reimagined system to support Michigan’s Comprehensive and Targeted Support schools identified under the ESSA. This flexibility will simplify the transition from current systems and the SIG program as it comes to an end in 2021. Consequently, Michigan proposes to cap the annual award to each school in order to serve more eligible applicants and facilitate the work described above.  Those amounts are:
· Planning year - $500,000

· Full implementation years - $750,000
· Sustaining reforms years - $500,000

In addition, weight will be given to applicant schools that:

· have not previously received a SIG award

· are identified as priority

· choose the transformation, turnaround, whole-school reform, or early learning models
· are facing a documented public health or environmental emergency
Budgets will be evaluated based on the applicant’s ability to demonstrate coordination and integration of supports and services provided through the Section 1003(a) 4% reservation and other state and local sources of funding such as Title I, Title II, and general funds. 

	E. TIMELINE: An SEA must describe its process and timeline for approving LEA applications.

	Michigan’s timeline is as follows:

· LEAs will be notified of the SIG competition within 15 calendar days of U.S.E.D. approval of the SEA application.
· LEA applications will be due to the SEA within 45 calendar days of notification of the SIG competition.
· The SEA will review the LEA applications within 15 calendar days after they are due.
· LEAs will be notified of award status within 15 calendar days of SEA review.
· LEA awards will be made within 45 calendar days of notification of award status.
FY 2015 and FY 2016 funds will be used to make multi-year awards to grantees.

	G. ASSURANCES: The SEA must provide the assurances set forth below.

	By submitting this application for new awards, the SEA assures that it will do or has done the following (check each box):

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Comply with the final requirements and ensure that each LEA carries out its responsibilities outlined in the final requirements.
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Consult with its Committee of Practitioners regarding the information set forth in this application.
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Award each approved LEA a School Improvement Grant in an amount that is of sufficient size and scope to implement the selected intervention in each Tier I and Tier II school, or each priority or focus school, as applicable, that the SEA approves the LEA to serve.
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Award each School Improvement Grant to an LEA based on an individual review of each application and a case-by-case determination of the amount needed to plan for implementation, as applicable, to fully implement a model and sustain the model, as applicable, rather than make grant awards based on a formula.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Monitor and evaluate the actions an LEA has taken, as outlined in its approved SIG application, to recruit, select, and provide oversight to external providers, including charter school operators and CMOs, to ensure their quality and regularly review and hold accountable such providers for their performance.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Monitor and evaluate the actions the LEA has taken, as outlined in its approved SIG application, to sustain the reforms after the funding period ends.
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 If a school implementing the restart model becomes a charter school LEA, hold the charter school operator or CMO accountable, or ensure that the charter school authorizer holds the respective entity accountable, for meeting the final requirements.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Post on its Web site, within 30 days of awarding School Improvement Grants, all final LEA applications and a summary of the grants that includes the following information: name and NCES identification number of each LEA awarded a grant; amount of each LEA’s grant; name, and NCES identification number of each school to be served; and type of intervention to be implemented in each Tier I and Tier II school or priority and focus school, as applicable. An SEA must post all LEA applications, including those of applicants that did not receive awards, as well as applications to serve Tier III schools. Additionally, if an LEA amends an application, the SEA will post the amended application.
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Report the specific school-level data required in section III of the final SIG requirements, including baseline data for the year prior to SIG implementation.
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 If the SEA intends to provide services directly to any schools in the absence of a takeover, seek and obtain approval from the LEA to have the SEA provide the services directly prior to providing services.
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Prior to submitting its School Improvement Grant application, provide all LEAs in the State that are eligible to receive School Improvement Grants with notice and a reasonable opportunity to comment on its waiver request(s) and attach a copy of that notice as well as copies of any comments received from LEAs to this application. The SEA also assures that it has provided notice and information regarding the waiver request(s) described below, if applicable, to the public in the manner in which the SEA customarily provides such notice and information to the public (e.g., by publishing a notice in the newspaper; by posting information on its Web site) and has attached a copy of, or link to, that notice.

	H. SEA RESERVATION: The SEA may reserve an amount not to exceed five percent of its School Improvement Grant for administration, evaluation, and technical assistance expenses.

	Administration

Infrastructure

Michigan has employed and trained staff and consultants to carry out the State led activities of the School Improvement Grant. Staff time is allocated to developing and enhancing the implementation of the School Improvement Grant on an ongoing basis. Staff works with LEAs and schools who are experiencing complex issues that arise. Staff time is also allocated for federal reporting requirements, fiscal and program audits of the School Improvement Grant LEAs and schools, integration within the MDE across other program areas, and funding streams including traditional Title I and II funds, Individuals with Disabilities Education Improvement Act (IDEA), and other Statewide initiatives such as the state plan for equitable access to excellent educators. The SEA reservation will not exceed five percent.

On-Line Grant Process

To facilitate the competitive grant application process, Michigan will provide technical assistance to eligible districts in the form of a webinar and/or face-to-face group meeting. The technical assistance will provide background information and expectations of the School Improvement Grant as well as information about choosing vendors, allowable grant expenditures, and preparation of a budget.

Applications will be submitted via the Michigan Electronic Grants System (MEGS+). The system includes an on-line application and end-of-year reporting mechanism. Utilizing the system enables the MDE to receive the grant application and budget on-line. At the close of each grant year, the system allows for the renewal expenditure reporting through the State’s grants closure systems.

Data Collection and Reporting

Michigan will use the Center for Educational Performance Information (CEPI) and a SIG specific data collection process to track and report the required SIG data to the United States Department of Education.  The CEPI system collects data on students, school personnel, and financial records.
Technical Assistance

Monitors

Michigan will identify monitors for each school. Experienced educators and school administrators may be contracted as monitors. In the early months of grant implementation, monitors will visit the schools once weekly. If implementation problems and/or barriers surface, monitors will visit schools on a more frequent basis to be certain that grant implementation is on track. After the early months of the grant, monitors’ school visits may be reduced to once per month.

Partnership Network

Michigan will facilitate a partnership network with districts and schools that has a two-fold purpose. One, the meetings serve as a two-way communication vehicle between the MDE and the districts/schools and two, an opportunity for districts/schools to share best practices and learnings with each other. It is anticipated that 3 – 6 meetings will be held yearly.
State and National Networking

SEA staff and consultants will participate in meetings and conferences with other states to gather information about promising practices and benchmarks and bring the information back to Michigan.

Evaluation

SEA staff will provide requested information to the United States Department of Education for the federal evaluation. In addition, Michigan has funded an evaluation of the SIG FY 13 Cohort III and FY 14 Cohort IV schools through WestEd. That evaluation is in effect until 9/30/17. As funds allow, case studies of SIG schools and districts in new cohorts will be conducted.


	I. WAIVERS:  SEAs are invited to request waivers of the requirements set forth below. An SEA must check the corresponding box(es) to indicate which waiver(s) it is requesting.

	Michigan requests a waiver of the requirements it has indicated below. The SEA believes that the requested waiver(s) will increase its ability to implement the SIG program effectively in eligible schools in the State in order to improve the quality of instruction and raise the academic achievement of students in Tier I, Tier II, and Tier III schools or in its priority and focus schools, as applicable, or will allow any LEA in the State that receives a School Improvement Grant to use those funds in accordance with the final requirements for School Improvement Grants and the LEA’s application for a grant.

	Part 1: Waivers Available to All States

Waiver 1: Period of availability of FY 2015 funds waiver

Note: This waiver only applies to FY 2015 funds for the purpose of making three- to five-year awards to eligible LEAs.
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 In order to extend the period of availability beyond September 30, 2017, waive section 421(b) of the General Education Provisions Act (20 U.S.C. § 1225(b)) to extend the period of availability of FY 2015 school improvement funds for the SEA and all of its LEAs to September 30, 2021.
Waiver 2: Period of availability of FY 2016 funds waiver

Note: This waiver only applies to FY 2016 funds for the purpose of making three- to five-year awards to eligible LEAs.
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 In order to extend the period of availability beyond September 30, 2018, waive section 421(b) of the General Education Provisions Act (20 U.S.C. § 1225(b)) to extend the period of availability of FY 2015 school improvement funds for the SEA and all of its LEAs to September 30, 2021.

	Part 2: Waivers Available Only to States Not Approved for ESEA Flexibility

N/A




School Improvement Grants (SIG) Program FY 2015/2016 Assurances 
By submitting this continuation awards application, the SEA assures that it will do the following (check each box):

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Use FY 2015/2016 SIG funds solely to make continuation awards and will not make any new awards
 to its LEAs unless the SEA has an approved new awards application.
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Use the renewal process described in Section II(C) of the final requirements to determine whether to renew an LEA’s School Improvement Grant.
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Monitor and evaluate the actions an LEA has taken, as outlined in its approved SIG application, to recruit, select and provide oversight to external providers to ensure their quality and regularly review and hold accountable such providers for their performance.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Monitor and evaluate the actions the LEA has taken, as outlined in its approved SIG application, to sustain the reforms after the funding period ends and provide technical assistance to LEAs on how they can sustain progress in the absence of SIG funding.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 If a school implementing the restart model becomes a charter school LEA, hold the charter school operator or charter management organization accountable, or ensure that the charter school authorizer holds the respective entity accountable, for meeting the final requirements.
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 If the SEA approves any amendments to an LEA application, post the LEA’s amended application on the SEA website.
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Report the specific school-level data required in section III of the final SIG requirements, including baseline data for the year prior to SIG implementation.

For states planning to use FY 2015 and FY 2016 SIG funds for continuation awards only: By submitting the assurances and information above, the SEA agrees to carry out its most recently approved SIG application and does not need to submit a FY 2015/2016 SIG application for new awards; however, the State must submit the signature page included in the application for new awards (page 3).
� A “new award” is defined as an award of SIG funds to an LEA for a school that the LEA was not previously approved to serve with SIG funds in the school year for which funds are being awarded—in this case, the 2016–2017 school year. New awards may be made with the FY 2015 or FY 2016 funds or any remaining SIG funds not already committed to grants made in earlier competitions.






56344.1

