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Paperwork Burden Statement 

According to the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection of information unless such 
collection displays a valid OMB control number. Public reporting burden for this collection of information is estimated to average 
100 hours per response, including time for reviewing instructions, searching existing data sources, gathering and maintaining the data 
needed, and completing and reviewing the collection of information. The obligation to respond to this collection is required to obtain 
or retain benefit (authorized under section 1003(g) of title I of the Elementary and Secondmy Education Act of 1965, as amended by 
No Child Left Behind (ESEA). Send comments regarding the burden estimate or any other aspect of this collection of information, 
including suggestions for reducing this burden, to the U.S. Department of Education, 400 Maryland Ave., SW, Washington, DC 
20210-4537 or email ICDocketMgr@ed.gov and reference the OMB Control Number 1810-0682. Note: Please do not return the 
completed School Improvement Grant application to this address. 



SCHOOL IMPROVEMENT GRANTS 

Purpose of the Program 
School Improvement Grants (SIG), authorized under section 1003(g) of Title I of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act of 
1965, as amended by No Child Left Behind (Title I or ESEA), are grants to State educational agencies (SEAs) that SEAs use to make 
competitive subgrants to local educational agencies (LEAs) that demonstrate the greatest need for the funds and the strongest 
commitment to use the funds to provide adequate resources in order to raise substantially the achievement of students in their lowest
performing schools. The Department published final requirements for the SIG program in the Federal Register on October 28, 2010 
(http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/FR-2010-l 0-28/pdf/2010-27313.pdD. In 2015, the Department revised the final requirements to 
implement language in the Consolidated Appropriations Act, 2014, and the Consolidated and Further Continuing Appropriations Act, 
2015, that allows LEAs to implement additional interventions, provides flexibility for rural LEAs, and extends the grant period from 
three to five years. The revisions to the requirements also reflect lessons learned from four years of SIG implementation. Finally, 
since the final requirements for the SIG program were published in 2010, 44 SEAs received approval to implement ESEA flexibility, 
pursuant to which they no longer identify Title I schools for improvement, corrective action, or restructuring. To reflect this change, 
the revised requirements make an LEA with priority schools, which are generally a State's lowest-achieving Title I schools, and focus 
schools, which are generally the schools within a State with the largest achievement gaps, eligible to receive SIG funds. The SIG final 
requirements, published on February 9, 2015, are available at https://www.federalregister.gov/articles/2015/02/09/2015-02570/final
requirements-school-improvement-grants-title-i-of-the-elementary-and-secondary-education-act. 

Availability of Funds 
The Consolidated and Further Continuing Appropriations Act, 2015, provided approximately $506 million for School Improvement 
Grants in fiscal year (FY) 2015 and the Consolidated Appropriations Act, 2016 provided approximately $450 million in FY 2016. 

State and LEA Allocations 
Each State (including the District of Columbia and Pue1to Rico), the Bureau of Indian Education, and the outlying areas is eligible to 
apply to receive a SIG grant. The Depaitment will allocate FY 2015 and FY 2016 SIG funds in proportion to the funds received in FY 
2015 and FY 2016 by the States, the Bureau oflndian Education, and the outlying areas under Parts A, C, and D of Title I of the 
ESEA. An SEA must allocate at least 95 percent of its SIG funds directly to LEAs in accordance with the final requirements. The 
SEA may retain an amount not to exceed five percent of its allocation for State administration, evaluation, and technical assistance. 



SUBMISSION INFORMATION 
Electronic Submission: 
The Department strongly prefers to receive an SEA's FY 2015/2016 SIG application electronically. The 
application should be sent as a Microsoft Word document, not as a PDF. 

Each SEA should submit its FY 2015/2016 application to its individual State mailbox address at: 
OSS.[State]@ed.gov 

In addition, the SEA must submit a paper copy of the cover page signed by the SEA's authorized representative 
to the address listed below under "Paper Submission." 

Paper Submission: 
If an SEA is not able to submit its application electronically, it may submit the original and two copies of its 
SIG application to the following address: 

Michael Wells, Group Leader 
Office of State Support, OESE 
U.S. Department of Education 
400 Maryland Avenue, SW, Room 3Wl03 
Washington, DC 20202-6132 

Due to potential delays in government processing of mail sent through the U.S. Postal Service, SEAs are 
encouraged to use alternate carriers for paper submissions. 

Application Deadline 
Applications are due no later than May 27, 2016. 

For Further Information 
If you have any questions, please contact your OSS State contact or Michael Wells at (202) 453-6689 or bye
mail at Michael.Wells@ed.gov. Additional technical assistance, including webinars for State staff, will be 
provided in the spring. 

11 



APPLICATION COVER SHEET 

SCHOOL IMPROVEMENT GRANTS 

Legal Name of Applicant: Applicant's Mailing Address: 
Indiana Department of Education 115 West Washington Street 

South Tower, Suite 600 
Indianapolis, IN 46204 

State Contact for the School Improvement Grant 

Name: Cynthia Hurst 

Position and Office: School Improvement Grant Coordinator 

Contact's Mailing Address: 
115 West Washington Street 
South Tower, Suite 600 
Indianapolis IN 46204 

Telephone: (317) 234-2145 

Fax: (317) 233-6502 

Email address: churst@doe.in.gov 

Chief State School Officer (Printed Name): Telephone: 
Mrs. Glenda Ritz (317) 232-6610 

Signature of the Chief State School Officer: Date: 
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The State, through its authorized representative, agrees to comply with all requirements applicable to the School 
Improvement Grants program, including the assurances contained herein and the conditions that apply to any waivers that 
the State receives through this application. 
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