PENNSYLVANIA

ATTACHMENT T

Background and Special Conditions Governing the Title III, Part A Grant Award 

made on July 1, 2007

Findings

1.  Pennsylvania submitted sufficient evidence in their March 6, 2006 and December 1, 2006 Consolidated State Performance Reports (CSPRs) on its process for aligning a State English language proficiency (ELP) assessment to the State ELP standards, as required in section 3113(b)(2).  However, Pennsylvania did not submit evidence that assessments developed using this process were administered by their subgrantees, as required in section 3113(b)(2) and (b)(3)(D).

2.  Pennsylvania did not make accurate Title III annual measurable achievement objective (AMAO) determinations for school years 2003-2004, 2004-2005, and 2005-2006, as required under section 3122(a) and (b).  As a result, Pennsylvania was not able to accurately:

(a)  notify local educational agencies (LEAs) if they did not meet Title III AMAOs, as required in section 3122(b);

(b)  require Title III subgrantees that did not meet AMAOs to provide parents with the notification required in section 3302(b); or

(c)  require Title III subgrantees found not to have met AMAOs for two or four consecutive years to comply with the applicable accountability requirements set out in section 3122(b). 
3.  In their December 1, 2006 CSPR, Pennsylvania did not accurately report data on the number and percent of limited English proficient (LEP) students who transitioned out of Title III-funded programs and are in the two-year monitored category.  These data are required under sections 3121(a)(4) and 3123(a).  

If Pennsylvania believes that the findings are in error or that the State and its LEAs have corrected these problems, Pennsylvania may submit the relevant information or evidence that demonstrates compliance, and a description of how the problems were corrected.  

Conditions

In order to come into compliance with the Title III requirements, Pennsylvania must submit to the Department by September 30, 2007:

(a)  a corrective action plan describing the actions Pennsylvania will take to resolve the compliance issues identified in the Attachment T/Special Conditions document, including the specific steps that will be taken to implement the plan and a detailed timeline that sets out when each critical element of the plan will be completed; and  

(b)  the name of a State contact who will be responsible for ensuring that the corrective action plan is implemented and that any reports or evidence submitted to the Department to document Pennsylvania’s progress in meeting the timelines are accurate and complete. 

Submit responses to:

Jenelle Leonard

U.S. Department of Education

400 Maryland Avenue, SW

Room 3E309

Washington, DC 20202-6400

(202) 401-0039

Submit copy of responses to:

Kathleen Leos

U.S. Department of Education, OELA

Potomac Center Plaza, 10087

550 12th St., SW

Washington, DC 20202-6510

(202) 245-7138
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