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RTL 2010-2015 Policy Brief 

This report was commissioned by the three U.S. Department of Education 2010-2015 Ready to Learn Television Program (RTL) Grantees to provide an independent analysis of the research findings and lessons learned from the RTL Television Program’s 2010-2015 grant cycle and to provide recommendations for future support for and work in children’s educational media.
Wartella, E., Lauricella, A., Blackwell, C. (2016). The Ready To Learn Program: 2010-2015 Policy Brief. Evanston, IL. Northwestern University School of Communication. 
Journal of Children & Media Articles 

In celebration of the 10th anniversary of the Journal of Children and Media, journal editors invited the three RTL Program Grantees (CPB and PBS, HITN, and WTTW) to author a series of papers for a special commentary section on the lessons learned from developing transmedia content for early learners. Together, these papers provide rare glimpses behind the scenes of media design, production, research, and community implementation at the forefront of an emerging area of children’s media.
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Marrapodi, M. (2016). “Transmedia meets the digital divide: adapting transmedia approaches to reach underserved Hispanic families”. Journal of Children and Media: Vol. 10, Iss. 2.
Pasnik, S., Llorente, C., Hupert, N., Moorthy, S. (2016). “Dramatic change, persistent challenges: a five-year view of children’s educational media as resources for equity”. Journal of Children and Media: Vol. 10, Iss. 2.
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CPB-PBS REPORTS AND PUBLICATIONS

CPB-PBS RTL Efficacy Studies 

The following efficacy studies were conducted by Education Development Center (EDC), SRI International, and WestEd to assess the impact of PBS KIDS Ready To Learn content on children’s math and literacy learning in home, school, and out-of-school settings.  The studies show that exposure to PBS KIDS Ready To Learn content significantly enhances children’s early literacy and math skills, and also has significant effects on family engagement and educator capacity.  
McCarthy, B., Michel, L., Tiu, M., Atienza, S., Rice, J., Nakamoto, J., & Tafoya, A. (2011).
Evaluation of The Electric Company Summer Learning Program. A report to the CPB-PBS Ready To Learn Initiative. San Francisco, CA: WestEd.

McCarthy, B., Li, L., & Tiu, M. (2012). PBS KIDS transmedia mathematics suites in preschool homes. A report to the CPB-PBS Ready To Learn Initiative.  San Francisco, CA: WestEd.

McCarthy, B., Li, L., Atienza, S., Sexton, U., & Tiu, M. (2013). PBS KIDS mathematics transmedia suites in preschool families and communities.  A report to the CPB-PBS Ready To Learn Initiative. San Francisco, CA: WestEd.

McCarthy, B., Tiu, M., & Li, L. (2014). Learning Math with Curious George: PBS KIDS

Transmedia and Digital Learning Games in the Preschool Classroom.
 A report to the CPB-PBS Ready To Learn Initiative. San Francisco, CA: WestEd.

McCarthy, B., Li, L., Tiu, M., Atienza, S., & Sexton, U. (2015). Learning with PBS KIDS: A study of family engagement and early mathematics achievement. A report to the CPB-PBS Ready To Learn Initiative. San Francisco, CA: WestEd.

Moorthy, S., Llorente, C., Hupert, N., & Pasnik, S. (2014). PEG+CAT Content Study. A report to the CPB-PBS Ready To Learn Initiative. New York, NY & Menlo Park, CA: Education Development Center & SRI International.

Pasnik, S. & Llorente, C. (2012). 2012 Preschool pilot study of PBS KIDS transmedia mathematics content. A report to the CPB-PBS Ready To Learn Initiative. New York, NY and Menlo Park, CA: Education Development Center and SRI International. 
Pasnik, S., & Llorente, C. (2013). Preschool teachers can use a PBS KIDS transmedia curriculum supplement to support young children’s mathematics learning: Results of a randomized controlled trial. A report to the CPB-PBS Ready To Learn initiative. New York, NY and Menlo Park, CA: Education Development Center and SRI International.
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Supporting Parent-Child Experiences with PEG+CAT Early Math Concepts. A report to the CPB-PBS Ready to Learn Initiative. New York, NY and Menlo Park, CA: Education Development Center and SRI International. 

Tiu, E., McCarthy, B., & Li, L. (2015). Odd Squad: Learning math with PBS KIDS transmedia

math content at school and home
. A report to the CPB-PBS Ready To Learn Initiative. San Francisco, CA: WestEd.
Reflections on the Children's Media Landscape 

Corporation for Public Broadcasting and PBS invited the lead researchers at EDC and SRI International to reflect on changes in the state of children’s media in general and the Ready To Learn Initiative’s place in it during the federal program’s 2010-2015 grant cycle. The paper draws on scholarly articles and public reports focused on children’s media and learning, as well as interviews conducted with 26 prominent children’s media researchers, producers, and thought leaders within the public and educational media communities. 
Pasnik, S., Llorente, C., Hupert, N., Moorthy, S. (2016). Reflections on the Ready To Learn Initiative, 2010 to 2015: How a Federal Program in Partnership with Public Media Supported Young Children’s Equitable Learning During a Time of Great Change. A report to the CPB-PBS Ready to Learn Initiative. New York, NY and Menlo Park, CA: Education Development Center and SRI International. Available at:  http://cct.edc.org/rtl/
CPB-PBS RTL 2010-2015 Findings Reports 

The following summary reports provide highlights of the CPB-PBS Ready To Learn Initiative’s innovative math and literacy content for home, classroom and out-of-school use, its groundbreaking analytics and open source educational tools, as well as its engagement accomplishments and major research findings.
Corporation for Public Broadcasting and Public Broadcasting Service. The Ready to Learn Initiative 2010-2015: Project Update. February, 2016. Available at:  http://www-tc.pbskids.org/lab/media/pdfs/PK_RTLBrochure_2016_FINAL.pdf
Corporation for Public Broadcasting and Public Broadcasting Service. The Ready to Learn Initiative 2010-2015: It All Adds Up! Forthcoming publication: May, 2016. Available at: http://pbskids.org/lab/research/summary-reports/
HITN REPORTS AND PUBLICATIONS

The following research studies were conducted by the Michael Cohen Group on the Hispanic Information Telecommunications Network’s (HITN) Early Learning Collaborative’s Pocoyo Playsets (digital activities and games for touch screen devices featuring Pocoyo, the popular children’s media character).  The transmedia Playsets were designed to support English-language development (ELD), early literacy, and early math skills in Spanish-speaking preschool-age children. 
Cohen, M. (2013). Effects of Interaction with Pocoyo Playsets on Preschool (Spanish) ELL Children’s English Language Learning: A Randomized Controlled Trial. A report to the CPB-PBS Ready to Learn Initiative. New York, NY: Michael Cohen Group LLC. Available at: http://www.mcgrc.com/wp content/uploads/2015/03/HITN-ELC-2013-Pocoyo_ELL_Summative_Report.pdf. 

Cohen, M. (2015). Children’s Learning through Transmedia Materials: A Clustered Randomized Controlled Trial of Two Pocoyo PlayGrounds. A report to the CPB-PBS Ready to Learn Initiative. New York, NY: Michael Cohen Group LLC. Available at: http://www.mcgrc.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/03/HITN-ELC-2015-Pocoyo-PlayGrounds-summative-evaluation-report.pdf. 

WTTW REPORTS AND PUBLICATIONS

The following research studies were conducted by the Michael Cohen Group on Windows on the World Television’s (WTTW) Project UMIGO.  UMIGO (yoU Make It GO) was designed to help young children attain basic math literacy and problem-solving through interactive transmedia.
Cohen, M. (2013). Effect of the
UMIGO Transmedia Property on First and Second Grade Students’ Math Ability: A Randomized Controlled Trial (RCT) Study. A report to the CPB-PBS Ready to Learn Initiative. New York, NY: Michael Cohen Group LLC. Available at: http://www.mcgrc.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/03/UMIGO_2013_Summative_report.pdf. 

Cohen, M. (2015). Effect of the UMIGO Transmedia Property on First and Second Grade Students’ Math Ability Summative Evaluation B: Randomized Controlled Trial (RCT) Study – Year 4 & 5. A report to the CPB-PBS Ready to Learn Initiative. New York, NY: Michael Cohen Group LLC. Available at: http://www.mcgrc.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/03/UMIGO_2015_Summative_report.pdf. 
1 of 4

