
Massachusetts Department of 
Elementary and Secondary Education 
 
75 Pleasant Street, Malden, Massachusetts 02148-4906  Telephone: (781) 338-3000 
                                                                                                                 TTY: N.E.T. Relay 1-800-439-2370 
 

 
Mitchell D. Chester, Ed.D. 

Commissioner 
 

 
 
July 26, 2010 
 
Secretary Arne Duncan 
U.S. Department of Education 
400 Maryland Ave SW 
Washington, DC 20202 
 
Dear Secretary Duncan: 
 
I am writing to amend Massachusetts’ application for the Race to the Top competition following 
the Massachusetts Board of Elementary and Secondary Education’s recent vote to adopt the 
Common Core State Standards.  
 
In Massachusetts the state Board has the legal authority to adopt curriculum standards. As the 
enclosed resolution indicates, the Board unanimously voted on Wednesday, July 21, 2010 to 
replace our current curriculum frameworks with the Common Core State Standards.  
 
We intend to augment these standard with additional materials and resources within the 15 
percent allowance. These enhancements will include pre-K standards in both English language 
arts and mathematics and suggested authors, illustrators, and literary works, among others. 
  
Thank you for adding this amended information to our state’s application. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
Mitchell D. Chester, Ed.D.  
Commissioner of Elementary and Secondary Education  
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