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ITEM : K.2.SIA – K-12 Common Core State Standards for English Language Arts and 
Mathematics
 
Recommendation
It is recommended that the State Board of Education adopt the K-12 Common Core State 
Standards in English language arts, mathematics, and literacy in science, history/social studies, 
and technical subjects.
 
Rationale
The Common Core State Standards support Strategic Plan Goal 1: Increase high school 
graduation rate, decrease high school drop-out rate, and increase post-secondary enrollment 
rate. The corresponding strategy is to implement rigorous standards for high school graduation 
and align these standards, curriculum and assessments with expectations for post-secondary 
and/or the workforce. The Common Core State Standards for English language arts and 
mathematics support Strategic Plan Goal 5: Improve the SAT, ACT, and achievement scores of 
Georgia students. The corresponding strategy is to provide an effective curriculum and 
assessment system to improve student achievement.  
 
The K-12 Common Core State Standards in ELA, mathematics, and literacy in science, history/
social studies, and technical subjects are internationally benchmarked, closely aligned to the 
GPS, and support rigorous and relevant content to prepare students for success in college and 
careers.
 
Details
The Common Core State Standards (CCSS) initiative is a state-led effort coordinated by the 
National Governors’ Association Center for Best Practices (NGA Center) and the Council of Chief 
State School Officers (CCSSO). Members of the CCSS advisory committee include experts from 
Achieve, Inc., ACT, the College Board, the National Association of State Boards of Education 
and the State Higher Education Executive Officers. The draft CCSS standards were released for 
public comment in March 2010. The final standards were released on June 2, 2010. If approved 
by the State Board of Education in July 2010, the K-12 CCSS in ELA, mathematics, and literacy 
in science, history/social studies, and technical subjects will be implemented during the school 
year 2011-2012.
 
Summary
The Common Core State Standards (CCSS) were developed in collaboration with teachers, 
school administrators, and experts across the nation and provide a clear and consistent 
framework to prepare our students for college and the workforce. The CCSS were posted in 
March 2010 for public review and comment by the NGA Center and the CCSSO. A summary of 
public feedback regarding the CCSS is posted on the NGA Center and CCSSO website. Georgia 
feedback was requested at the state level and received via e-mail and webinars from K-12 and 
postsecondary educators. Georgia feedback for ELA, mathematics, and literacy in science, 
history/social studies, and technical subjects was used in the revision of the crosswalk 
documents showing the alignment between the Georgia Performance Standards and the CCSS. 
 
Date presented as an Item for Information:  6/10/2010
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Contacts
Pam Smith, Director of Academic Standards
Thomas Wilson, Associate Superintendent for Standards-Based Instruction
Janet Davis, Mathematics Program Manager
Mary Stout, English Language Arts Program Manager
 
Goals

  1: Increase high school graduation rate, decrease high school drop-out rate, and 
increase post-secondary enrollment.

  5: Improve the SAT, ACT, and achievement scores of Georgia students.
 
Supporting Documents 
 
Common Core State Standards Toolkit
Common Core State Standards for ELA
Common Core State Standards for Math
Georgia Survey Feedback
Executive Summary of Feedback
Comparison of ELA GPS to the Common Core State Standards
Comparison of Math GPS to the Common Core State Standards
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State Board of Education Adopts Common Core State Standards 
 
MEDIA CONTACTS: GaDOE Communications Office, (404) 651-7358, mcardoza@gadoe.org   
Follow us on Twitter and Facebook  
 
July 8, 2010 – The State Board of Education today adopted the Common Core State Standards (CCSS) in English 
language arts and mathematics for grades K-12. These state-led academic standards were initiated by the National 
Governor's Association (NGA), co-chaired by Governor Sonny Perdue, and the Council of Chief State School 
Officers (CCSSO). The CCSS for grades K-12 were developed in collaboration with a variety of stakeholders 
including content experts, states, teachers, school administrators and parents.  
 
“The State Board's vote to adopt the Common Core State Standards is a huge step toward giving us a meaningful 
comparison of our students’ achievement with that of students in other states," said State Board of Education Chair 
Wanda Barrs. "Our students will be competing for jobs with students from all over the world and we must be able to 
compare ourselves to the rest of the U.S. and other countries to ensure that we are providing students with the tools 
they need to be globally competitive."  
 
The CCSS is a state-led initiative - not a federal mandate. Georgia teachers and other experts in standards setting 
have been at the table since the process began. When the expert development groups that the CCSSO and NGA 
pulled together began writing the standards in mathematics and English language arts, they built off of the work of 
states that had already developed rigorous college- and career-ready standards. Georgia was one of these select 
states, and when reading the CCSS, it is clear that there are many elements of the Georgia Performance Standards 
(GPS) throughout. Therefore, the adoption of the CCSS in Georgia will not be a drastic change for either teachers 
or students. Some of the standards are introduced at different grade levels, but teachers have, essentially, been 
implementing the CCSS while they’ve been teaching the GPS.  
 
"Georgia has been ahead of the curve in the development of rigorous standards," said State School Superintendent 
Brad Bryant. "The Common Core standards enhance the Georgia Performance Standards and ensure that all of our 
students will be taught a world-class curriculum that will prepare them for college or a career."  
 
The Common Core Georgia Performance Standards (CCGPS) define the knowledge and skills students should 
have within their K-12 education careers so that they will graduate high school fully prepared for college and 
careers. The standards are:  
• Aligned with college and work expectations;  
• Clear, understandable and consistent;  
• Include rigorous content and application of knowledge through high-order skills;  
• Built upon strengths and lessons of current state standards;  
• Informed by other top performing countries, so that all students are prepared to succeed in our global economy 
and society; and  
• Evidence- and research-based.  
 
"Today's students must be prepared to compete in a global economy," said Governor Sonny Perdue. "These state 
developed standards make sure that our students are prepared for college and the workforce."  
 
More Information:  
- Frequently Asked Questions   
- CCSS in ELA   
- CCSS in Mathematics   
- Comparison of ELA GPS to the CCSS   
- Comparison of Mathematics GPS to the CCSS   
- Business Endorsement Letter 
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