Dear Governors, Chief State School Officers, and State Board of Education Leaders,

The U.S. Department of Education remains committed to continued conversation with critical education stakeholders.  The time we have for discussion and dialogue is vital for progress, and we would like to honor this commitment by hosting conference calls -- during our public comment period -- regarding Race to the Top, our $4.35 billion competitive grant.  This week and next week, we will host two conference calls with Joanne Weiss, director of Race to the Top.  Although these calls are open to the public, we wanted to provide an opportunity for potential applicants to ask clarifying questions and learn more about the Race to the Top Fund.  Please select the time that works best for you (the content of both calls will be the same), and feel free to invite staff members or others who will be working on Race to the Top in your state.

CALL SCHEDULE

Call #1 –

Thursday, August 20

3:00-4:00 p.m. ET

Call #: 1-800-857-9810

Passcode: EDUCATION (given verbally)

Call #2 –
Friday, August 28

2:00-3:00 p.m. ET

Call #: 1-888-790-1739

Passcode: EDUCATION (given verbally)

RSVPs are not necessary, but, to get a sense of interest, we would appreciate your sending a quick email to Adam.Honeysett@ed.gov indicating the date of your participation.

The call will be most valuable if you have had a chance to review the Race to the Top Notice of Proposed Priorities or the Executive Summary (both available online at http://www.ed.gov/programs/racetothetop/).  Please note that these calls by no means serve as a substitute to the public comment process.  Therefore, we ask that you formally submit your comments online as early as possible.  (You’ll find a link to “submit comments” on the web page cited above.  See also the Resources page for additional information.)  
We look forward to talking with you.
PROGRAM Description: The new Race to the Top Fund provides competitive grants to encourage and reward states that are creating the conditions for education innovation and reform; implementing ambitious plans in the four education reform areas described in the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA); and achieving significant improvement in student outcomes, including making substantial gains in student achievement, closing achievement gaps, improving high school graduation rates, and ensuring that students are prepared for success in college and careers.
