UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION
OFFICE OF THE DEPUTY SECRETARY

September 12, 2014

The Honorable Rick Scott
Office of the Governor
The Capitol

400 South Monroe Street
Tallahassee, FL 32399

Dear Governor Scott:

I am writing in response to Florida’s request to amend its approved Race to the Top
grant project, including revisions to the project period to implement a portion of its
plan. Between September 5, and September 12, 2014, the State submitted documentation
to and held conversations with the U.S. Department of Education (Department) to
support an amendment request to its approved Race to the Top plan. As you are aware,
the Department has the authority to approve amendments to your plan and budget,
provided the revisions do not change the overall scope and objectives of the approved
proposal. In March 2013, the Department issued “Amendment Requests with No-Cost
Extension Guidance and Principles” indicating the process by which amendments
containing requests to provide additional time for a grantee to accomplish the reform
goals and deliverables it committed to in its Race to the Top application and approved
Scope of Work would be reviewed. To determine whether approval could be granted,
the Department has applied the conditions and elements specific to no-cost extensions
noted in the document, and compared it with the Race to the Top program Principles
included in the “Grant Amendment Submission Process” document issued to
Governors of grantee States in October 2011.

I approve the following amendment, including an extension to the time period for
implementation, as described below:

e InProject D.14.1.a, Budget 14: “Job-embedded Teacher Preparation Program,”
Florida will shift $200,000 from Year 4 contractual to Year 5 contractual and
extend the project end date from September 23, 2014 to December 31, 2014. The
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extension will allow the University of Central Florida to complete their final
project deliverable, a comparison study of student outcome data that relies on a
data set to be released in October 2014.

It is our understanding that this amendment and no cost extension will not result in a
change in your State’s performance measures and outcomes, nor will they substantially
change the scope and objectives of the work. Please note that we are expecting grantees
to liquidate all funds by September 1, 2015, given that by law all Race to the Top funds
revert to the U.S. Department of Treasury as of October 1, 2015. The State must request
and receive approval to move forward with no cost extensions for any additional
projects. This letter will be posted on the Department’s website as a record of the
amendments.

If you need any assistance or have any questions regarding Race to the Top, please do
not hesitate to contact Florida’s Race to the Top Program Officer, Patrick Carr, at 202-
708-8196 or patrick.carr@ed.gov.

Sincerely,

//s//

Patrick Rooney
Acting Director, Policy and Program Implementation
Implementation and Support Unit

cc: Pam Stewart, Commissioner of Education
Linda Champion, Deputy Commissioner of Finance and Operations
Holly Edenfield, Race to the Top Program Coordinator
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