





























" The State's application did not clearly address how it will improve the quality of Early Leaming and Development
i Programs for Children with High Needs as this population was not clearly identified or supported by data. The

i State did not provide information as to who these children are, where they are, what percentage of the State they
comprise, and how they are educated. Cefinition of Children with High Needs states that these are children from
birth until kindergarien entry who are from low-income families or otherwise in need of special assistance and
suppont, including children who have disabilities or developmental delays, who are English learners, who reside
on “Indian lands” as that term is defined by Section 8013(6) of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act, of
1985, who are migrant, homeless, or in foster care; and other children as identified by the State. Data was not
provided to identify the number or percentages of this population or who specificaily the State was purporting to
assist. It was unclear how the programs described would improve program quallty and outcomes for these
children. Given that specific information was not provided on children within the State, comparisons could not be
made for children without high needs and how the State would attempt to close the achievement gap. The
budget provided by the State was not adequate to fund the different projects and sufficient explanation was not
provided as to why money was allocated in the manner it was. The State did not provide clear and compelling
evidence that stakeholders in the State were suppertive and engaged in this reform agenda.
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Only ence throughout the entire application does WV acknowledge within one sentence that the majority of its
children within the birth to five age range fall within the category of Children with High Needs. They never
acknowledge through any statement (only provide numbers data within a table) that most of their children with
High Needs fall in the birth to three age range. While the state acknowledges that the greatest area of children
with high needs within their state are those from families with low-income, the state never provides specific and
detaited information regarding how they will address the needs of these children or children within the other
categories of Children with High Needs. They make almost the same statement at the end of each criterion, with
the exception of criterion B(5), that they will ensure that implementation of their plan will ensure that all needs of
Children with High Needs will be addressed, but provide no explanation as to how they will do so. Without a
detailed plan regarding each of these areas, the state has not demonstrated that they place a priority on
addressing the needs of different and unique needs Children with High Needs.
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and align resources across the State's agencies as well as with private agencies to improve the quality of the
early leaming and development programs. Evidence for these parinerships was provided by the MOUs included

; inthe proposal as well as the letters of support. Having said that, while the State has provided a logic model, the

i model does not provide enough information about how the State will move from one phase to another, thereby

| articulating an approach that is not as integrated as would be necessary to increase quality across programs for
children with high needs. Finally, the State has addressed the criteria within the Focused Investment areas within
its proposal that it has believed would strengthen the quality of its programs and support the success of children
with high needs in its State. Again, because the State has not sufficiently defined children with high needs it
becomes difficult to know whether the areas addressed under the Focused Investment areas will be able to
increase access to high quality programs for children with high needs. That said, the State has submitted an
application that demonstrates how it will improve quality in Early Leaming and Development Programs that it
betieves will prepare children with high needs for kindergarten success based on its previous success in its State
pre-kindergarten program, and therefore has provided some evidence of preparing children to begin school ready
to succeed.
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quality for early leaming outcomes. The plan does call for awarding grants to centers for playground equipment |
that are located in communities of high needs children. If the plan would make a connection 1o wellness

outcomes, and the relationship to children's leaming, perhaps funding grants for playground equipment, will be

more inline with the overall goals to increase kindergarten readiness for children with high needs. There were no
other specific strategles to address improved learning for the various high need categories such as those that are
English leamers, those identified in certain special education categories, and for parent training to help them

prepare their children for kindergarten success.
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