Iowa’s Race to the Top-Early Learning Challenge Application 10/19/2011

Race to the Top - Early Learning Challenge

Application for Initial Funding
CFDA Number: 84.412

Iowa Department of Education — Lead Agency
Iowa Department of Human Service
Iowa Department of Public Health
Iowa Deparment of Management

400 E.14™ St.
Grimes State Office Building

Des Moines, Iowa
50319



Iowa’s Race to the Top-Early Learning Challenge Application 10/19/2011

APPLICATION FOR INITIAL FUNDING UNDER
RACE TO THE TOP — EARLY LEARNING CHALLENGE

Table of Contents

111. DEFINITIONS 3
V. APPLICATION ASSURANCES AND CERTIFICATIONS 9
V. ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS 13
VI SELECTION CRITERIA 15
VII. COMPETITION PRIORITIES 177
X1, TOWA MEMORANDUMM OF UNDERSTAND 181

See lowa Required Signatrues
XVII APPENDIX TABLE OF CONTENTS 192
XVIII. APPENDIX 193

XIX LETTERS OF SUPPORT 321



Iowa’s Race to the Top-Early Learning Challenge Application 10/19/2011

III. DEFINITIONS
Note: All definitions below are taken from the nofice.

Children with High Needs means children from birth through kindergarten entry who are from
Low-Income families or otherwise 1n need of special assistance and support, including children who have
disabilities or developmental delays; who are English leamers; who reside on “Indian lands™ as that term
1s defined by section 8013(6) of the ESEA; who are migrant, homeless, or 1n foster care; and other
children as i1dentified by the State.

Common Education Data Standards (CEDS) means voluntary, common standards for a key set of
cducation data elements (e. 2., demographics, program participation, transition, course information) at the
carly leaming, K-12, and postsecondary levels developed through a national collaborative etfort being led
by the National Center for Education Statistics. CEDS focus on standard detfinitions, code sets, and
technical specifications of a subsct of key data elements and are designed to increase data interoperability,
portability, and comparability across Early Learning and Development Programs and agencies, States,
local educational agencies, and postsecondary institutions.

Comprehensive Assessment System means a coordinated and comprehensive system of multiple
assessments, each of which 1s valid and rehable for 1ts specified purpose and tor the population with
which 1t will be used, that organizes information about the process and context of young children’s
lcaming and development 1 order to help Early Childhood Educators make informed instructional and
programmatic decisions and that conforms to the recommendations of the National Research Council
reports on early childhood.

A Comprechensive Assessment System includes, at a minimum--
(a) Screening Measures;

(b) Formative Assessments;

(c) Mcasures of Environmental Quality; and

(d) Measures of the Quality of Adult-Child Interactions.

Data System Oversight Requirements means policies for ensuring the quality, privacy, and
integrity of data contained 1n a data system, including--

(a) A data govemance policy that identifies the elements that are collected and maintained;
provides for training on intermal controls to system users; establishes who will have access to the data 1n
the system and how the data may be used; sets appropriate intermal controls to restrict access to only
authorized users; sets criteria for determining the legitimacy of data requests; establishes processes that
venty the accuracy, completeness, and age of the data elements maintained 1n the system; sets procedures
for determining the sensitivity of each inventoried element and the risk of harm 1f those data were
improperly disclosed; and establishes procedures for disclosure review and auditing; and

(b) A transparency policy that informs the public, including families, Early Childhood Educators,
and programs, of the existence of data systems that house personally 1dentifiable information, explains
what data elements are included 1n such a system, enables parental consent to disclose personally
1dentifiable information as appropnate, and describes allowable and potential uses of the data.

Early Childhood Educator means any professional working in an Early Leaming and
Development Program, including but not limited to center-based and family child care providers; infant
and toddler specialists; early intervention specialists and carly childhood special educators; home visitors;
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related services providers; administrators such as directors, supervisors, and other early learning and
development leaders; Head Start teachers; Early Head Start teachers; preschool and other teachers:
teacher assistants; family service staff; and health coordinators.

Early Leaming and Development Program means any (a) State-licensed or State-regulated
program or provider, regardless of setting or funding source, that provides carly care and education for
children from birth to kindergarten entry, including, but not limited to, any program operated by a child
carc center or 1n a tamily child care home; (b) preschool program funded by the Federal Government or
State or local educational agencies (including any IDEA-funded program); (¢) Early Head Start and Head
Start program; and (d) a non-relative child care provider who 1s not otherwise regulated by the State and
who regularly cares for two or more unrelated children for a fee 1n a provider setting. A State should
include 1n this definition other programs that may deliver early learning and development services 1n a
child’s hon‘llej such as the Matemal, Infant and Early Childhood Home Visiting; Early Head Start; and part
C of IDEA".

Early Learning and Development Standards means a sct of expectations, guidelines, or
developmental milestones that--

(a) Describe what all children from birth to kindergarten entry should know and be able to do and
their disposition toward learning;

(b) Arc appropnate for cach age group (e.g., infants, toddlers, and preschoolers); for English
learners; and for children with disabilities or developmental delays:

(c) Cover all Essential Domains of School Readiness; and
(d) Arc umiversally designed and developmentally, culturally, and linguistically appropnate.

Early Leaming Intermediary Organization means a national, statewide, regional, or community-
based organization that represents one or more networks of Early Leaming and Development Programs 1n
the State and that has intfluence or authority over them. Such Early Learmning Intermediary Organizations
include, but are not limited to, Child Care Resource and Referral Agencies; State Head Start Associations;
Family Child Care Associations; State affiliates of the National Association for the Education of Young
Children; State affiliates of the Council for Exceptional Children’s Division of Early Childhood.;
statewide or regional union affiliates that represent Early Childhood Educators; aftiliates of the National
Migrant and Scasonal Head Start Association; the National Tribal, American Indian, and Alaskan Native
Head Start Association; and the National Indian Child Care Association.

Essential Data Elements means the critical child, program, and workforce data elements of a
coordinated early leaming data system, including--

(a) A unique statewide child identifier or another highly accurate, proven method to link data on
that child, including Kindergarten Entry Assessment data, to and from the Statewide Longitudinal Data
System and the coordinated carly learning data system (it applicable);

(b) A unmique statewide Early Childhood Educator identifier:;

(c) A umique program site 1dentifier;

'Note: Such home-based programs and services will most likely not participate in the State’s Tiered Quality Rating
and Improvement System unless the State has developed a set of Tiered Program Standards specifically for home-
based programs and services.
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(d) Child and family demographic information;

(¢) Early Childhood Educator demographic information, including data on educational
attainment and State credential or licenses held, as well as professional development information;

(f) Program-level data on the program’s structure, quality, child suspension and expulsion rates,
staft retention, statt compensation, work environment, and all applicable data reported as part of the
State’s Tiered Quality Rating and Improvement System; and

(g) Child-level program participation and attendance data.

Essential Domains of School Readiness means the domains of language and literacy
development, cognition and general knowledge (including carly mathematics and early scientific
development), approaches toward leaming, physical well-being and motor development (including
adaptive skills), and social and emotional development.

Formative Assessment (also known as a classroom-based or ongoing assessment) means
assessment questions, tools, and processes--

(a) That are--

(1) Specifically designed to monitor children’s progress in meeting the Early Leaming and
Development Standards;

(2) Valid and rehable for their intended purposes and therr target populations;
(3) Linked directly to the curriculum; and

(b) The results of which are used to guide and improve instructional practices.

High-Quality Plan means any plan developed by the State to address a selection criterion

or priority in the notice that 1s feasible and has a high probability of successful implementation
and at a minimum 1ncludes--

(a) The key goals;

(b) The key activities to be undertaken; the rationale for the activities; and, 1f applicable,
where 1n the State the activities will be initially implemented, and where and how they will be
scaled up over time to eventually achieve statewide implementation;

(¢) A realistic timeline, including key milestones, for implementing each key activity;

(d) The party or parties responsible for implementing each activity and other key
personnel assigned to each activity;

(e) Appropriate financial resources to support successful implementation of the plan;

(f) The information requested as supporting evidence, if any, together with any
additional information the State believes will be helpful to peer reviewers 1n judging the
credibility of the plan;

(g) The information requested 1n the performance measures, where applicable;
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(h) How the State will address the needs of the different types of Early Learning and
Development Programs, 1f applicable; and

(1) How the State will meet the needs of Children with High Needs, as well as the unique
needs of special populations of Children with High Needs.

Kindergarten Entry Assessment means an assessment that--
(a) Is administered to children during the first few months of their admission into kindergarten;
(b) Covers all Essential Domains of School Readiness:

(c) Is used in conformance with the recommendations of the National Research Council” reports
on carly childhood; and

(d) Is valid and rehable for its intended purposes and for the target populations and aligned to the
Early Learmning and Development Standards. Results of the assessment should be used to inform cttforts
to close the school readiness gap at kindergarten entry and to inform instruction 1n the carly elementary
school grades. This assessment should not be used to prevent children’s entry into kindergarten.

Lead Agency means the State-level agency designated by the Governor for the administration of
the RTT-ELC grant; this agency 1s the fiscal agent for the grant. The Lead Agency must be one of the
Participating State Agencies.

Low-Income means having an income of up to 200 percent of the Federal poverty rate.

Mceasures of Environmental Qualitv means valid and reliable indicators of the overall quality of
the early learning environment.

Mceasures of the Quality of Adult-Child Interactions means the measures obtained through valid

and rchiable processes for observing how teachers and caregivers interact with children, where such
processes are designed to promote child learning and to 1dentify strengths and arcas for improvement for
carly learning professionals.

Participating State Agency means a State agency that administers public funds related to carly
lcaming and development and 1s participating 1 the State Plan. The following State agencies are required
Participating State Agencies: the agencies that administer or supervise the administration of CCDF, the
section 619 of part B of IDEA and part C of IDEA programs, State-funded preschool, home visiting, Title
I of ESEA. the Head Start State Collaboration Grant, and the Title V Matemal and Child Care Block
Grant, as well as the State Advisory Council on Early Childhood Education and Care, the State’s Child
Care Licensing Agency, and the State Education Agency. Other State agencies, such as the agencies that
administer or supervise the administration of Child Welfare, Mental Health, Temporary Assistance for
Needy Families (TANF), Community-Based Child Abuse Prevention, the Child and Adult Care Food
Program, and the Adult Education and Family Literacy Act (AEFLA) may be Participating State
Agencies 1f they elect to participate 1n the State Plan.

*National Research Council. (2008). Early Childhood Assessment: Why. What. and How. Committee on
Developmental Outcomes and Assessments for Young Children, C.E. Snow and S.B. Van Hemel, Editors. Board on
Children, Youth, and Families, Board on Testing and Assessment, Division of Behavioral and Social Sciences and
Education. Washington, DC: The National Academies Press.

http://www.nap.edu/catalog.php?record 1d=12446
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Participating Program means an Early Learning and Development Program that elects to carry out
activities described 1n the State Plan.

Program Standards means the standards that serve as the basis for a Tiered Quality Rating and
Improvement System and define ditferentiated levels of quality for Early Learning and Development
Programs. Program Standards are expressed, at a mimimum, by the extent to which--

(a) Early Leaming and Development Standards are implemented through evidence-based
activities, mterventions, or curricula that are approprate for each age group of intants, toddlers, and
preschoolers;

(b) Comprchensive Assessment Systems are used routinely and appropnately to improve
instruction and enhance program quality by providing robust and coherent evidence of--

(1) Children’s learning and development outcomes; and
(2) program performance;

(¢) A qualifiecd worktorce improves young children’s health, social, emotional, and educational
outcomes:

(d) Strategics arc successtully used to engage families in supporting their children’s development
and leaming. These strategics may include, but are not limited to, parent access to the program, ongoing
two-way communication with tamilies, parent education in child development, outreach to fathers and
other family members, training and support for tamilies as children move to preschool and kindergarten,
social networks of support, intergencrational activitics, linkages with community supports and adult and
tamily literacy programs, parent involvement i decision making, and parent leadership development;

(¢) Health promotion practices include health and safety requirements; developmental,
behavioral, and sensory screening, referral, and follow up; and the promotion of physical activity, healthy
cating habits, oral health and behavioral health, and health literacy among parents; and

(f) Eftcctive data practices include gathering Essential Data Elements and entering them into the
State’s Statewide Longitudinal Data System or other early leaming data system, using these data to guide
instruction and program improvement, and making this information readily available to tfamilies.

Screening Measures means age and developmentally appropnate, valid, and reliable instruments
that arc used to 1dentity children who may need follow-up services to address developmental, leaming, or
health needs 1n, at a minimum, the arcas ot physical health, behavioral health, oral health, child
development, vision, and hearing.

State means any of the 50 States, the District of Columbia, and Puerto Rico.

State Plan means the plan submitted as part of the State’s RTT-ELC application.

Statewide Longitudinal Data Svstem means the State’s longitudinal education data system that
collects and maintains detailed, high-quality, student- and statf-level data that are linked across entities
and that over time provide a complete academic and performance history for each student. The Statewide
Longitudinal Data System 1s typically housed within the State educational agency but includes or can be
connected to early childhood, postsecondary, and labor data.

Tiered Quality Rating and Improvement System means the system through which the State uses a
set of progressively higher Program Standards to evaluate the quality of an Early Learming and
Development Program and to support program improvement. A Tiered Quality Rating and Improvement
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System consists of four components: (a) tiered Program Standards with multiple rating categories that
clearly and meaningfully difterentiate program quality levels; (b) monitoring to evaluate program quality
based on the Program Standards; (¢) supports to help programs meet progressively higher standards (e.g..
through training, technical assistance, financial support); and (d) program quality ratings that are
publically available; and includes a process for validating the system.

Workforce Knowledge and Competency Framework means a set of expectations that describes
what Early Childhood Educators (including those working with children with disabilitics and English
learners) should know and be able to do. The Workforce Knowledge and Competency Framework, at a
minimum, (a) 1s evidence-based; (b) incorporates knowledge and application of the State’s Early Leaming
and Development Standards, the Comprehensive Assessment Systems, child development, health, and
culturally and linguistically appropnate strategies for working with families; (¢) includes knowledge of
carly mathematics and literacy development and eftective instructional practices to support mathematics
and literacy development 1n young children; (d) incorporates ettective use of data to guide instruction and
program improvement; (¢) includes ettective behavior management strategices that promote positive social
emotional development and reduce challenging behaviors; and (1) incorporates feedback from experts at
the State’s postsecondary institutions and other early learning and development experts and Early

Childhood Educators.
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IV. APPLICATION ASSURANCES AND CERTIFICATIONS
Race to the Top — Early Learning Challenge

(CFDA No. 84.412)

Legal Name of Applicant Applicant’s Mailing Address:

(Oftice of the Governor):
Oftice of the Governor,

Terry E. Branstad, Governor 1007 East Grand Ave.
Des Moines, Iowa 50319

Employer Identification Number:90-0743434 Organizational DUNS: 808346555

Lead Agency: lowa Department of Education Lead Agency Contact Phone: 515-281-7844

Contact Name: Penny Milburn Lead Agency Contact Email Address:

(Single point of contact for communication) Penny Milburn(@iowa.gov

Required Applicant Signatures (Must include signatures from an authorized representative of each
Participating State Agency. Insert additional signature blocks as needed below. 1o simplify the process,
signatories may sign on separate Application Assurance forms.):

To the best of my knowledge and belief, all of the information and data 1n this application are true and correct.

I further certify that I have read the application, am fully commaitted to 1t, and will support 1ts implementation:

;.;:;.;:;.;:;.;:;.;:;.;:;.;:;.;:;.;:;.;:;.;:;.;:;.;:;.;:;.;:;.;:;.;:;.;:;.;:;.;:;.;:;.;:;.;:;.;:;.;:;.;:;.;:;.;:;.;g;.;:;.;::a';t;e;.;:;.;:;.;:;.;:;.;:;.;:;.;:;.;:;.;:;.;:;.;:;.;:;.;:;.;:;.;:;.;:;.;:;.;:;.;:;.;:;.;:;.;:;.;:;.;:;.;:;.;:;.;:;.;:;.;:;.;:;.;:;.;:;.;:;.;:;.;:;.;:;
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State Attorney General Certification

State Attorney General or Authorized Representative of the Attorney General Certification

I certify that the State’s description of, and statements and conclusions 1n 1ts application concerning, State law,
statute, and regulation are complete and accurate, and constitute a reasonable interpretation of State law, statute,
and regulation:

ATTOIMECY U

11
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Accountability, Transparency, and Reporting Assurances

The Governor or his/her authonized representative assures that the State will comply with all
applicable assurances in OMB Standard Forms 424B and D (Assurances for Non-Construction
and Construction Programs), including the assurances relating to the legal authority to apply for
assistance; access to records; conflict of interest; mernt systems; nondiscrimination; Hatch Act
provisions; labor standards, including Davis-Bacon prevailing wages; flood hazards; historic
preservation; protection of human subjects; animal welfare; lead-based paint; Single Audit Act;
and the general agreement to comply with all applicable Federal laws, executive orders, and
regulations.

e With respect to the certification regarding lobbying in Department Form 80-0013, no
Federal appropriated funds have been paid or will be paid to any person for influencing
or attempting to influence an officer or employee of any agency, a Member of Congress,
an officer or employee of Congress, or an employee of a Member of Congress 1n
connection with the making or renewal of Federal grants under this program; the State
will complete and submit Standard Form-LLL, "Disclosure Form to Report Lobbying,"
when required (34 C.F R. Part 82, Appendix B); and the State will require the full
certification, as set forth in 34 C.F.R. Part 82, Appendix A, in the award documents for
all subawards at all tiers.

e The State and other entities will comply with the following provisions of the Education
Department General Administrative Regulations (EDGAR), as applicable: 34 CFR
Part 74 -- Administration of Grants and Agreements with Institutions of Higher
Education, Hospitals, and Other Non-Profit Organizations; 34 CFR Part 76 -- State-
Administered Programs, including the construction requirements in section 75.600
through 75.617 that are incorporated by reference in section 76.600; 34 CFR Part 77 --
Definitions that Apply to Department Regulations; 34 CFR Part 80 -- Uniform
Administrative Requirements for Grants and Cooperative Agreements to State and Local
Governments, including the procurement provisions; 34 CFR Part 81 -- General
Education Provisions Act—Enforcement; 34 CFR Part 82 -- New Restrictions on
Lobbying; 34 CFR Part 85 — Government-wide Debarment and Suspension
(Nonprocurement).

12
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V. ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS

The State must meet the following requirements to be eligible to compete for funding under this
program:

(a) The Lead Agency must have executed with each Participating State Agency a Memorandum
of Understanding (MOU) or other binding agreement that the State must attach to 1ts application,
describing the Participating State Agency's level of participation 1n the grant. (See section XIII.) At a
minimum, the MOU or other binding agreement must include an assurance that the Participating State
Agency agrees to use, to the extent applicable--

(1) A set of statewide Early Leaming and Development Standards;

(2) A sct of statewide Program Standards;

(3) A statewide Tiered Quality Rating and Improvement System; and

(4) A statewide Workforce Knowledge and Competency Framework and progression of
credentials.

List of Participating State Agencies:

The applicant should list below all Participating State Agencies that administer public funds
related to early learning and development, including at a minimum: the agencies that administer
or supervise the administration of CCDF, the section 619 of part B of IDEA and part C of IDIEA
programs, State-funded preschool, home visiting, Title I of LLSEA, the Head Start State
Collaboration Grant, and the Title V Maternal and Child Care Block Grant, as well as the State

Advisory Council on Larly Childhood Education and Care, the State’s Child Care Licensing
Agency, and the State Lducation Agency.

For each Participating State Agency, the applicant should provide a cross-reference to the place
within the application where the MOU or other binding agreement can be found. Insert
additional rows if necessary. 1The Departments will determine eligibility.

Iowa Department of Section XIII
Education™ $15,831,506
Iowa Department of Human | Section XIII
Services $11,727,042
Iowa Department of Public | Section XIII
Health $14,695,469
Iowa Department of Section XIII
Management $2,511,413

(b) The State must have an operational State Advisory Council on Early Care and
Education that meets the requirements described 1n section 642B(b) of the Head Start Act (42
U.S.C. 9837b).

13




Iowa’s Race to the Top-Early Learning Challenge Application 10/19/2011

The State certifies that it has an operational State Advisory Council that meets the above
requirement. 1he Departments will determine eligibility.

v Yes
[1 No

(c) The State must have submitted in FY 2010 an updated MIECHYV State plan and FY

2011 Application for formula funding under the Maternal, Infant, and Early Childhood Home
Visiting program (see section 511 of Title V of the Social Security Act, as added by section 2951
of the Affordable Care Act of 2010 (P.L. 111-148)).

The State certifies that it submitted in IF'Y 2010 an updated MIECHYV State plan and 'Y

2011 Application for formula funding, consistent with the above requirement. 1he Departments
will determine eligibility.

v Yes

[1 No

14
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V1. SELECTION CRITERIA

Selection criteria are the focal point of the application and peer review. A panel of peer
reviewers will evaluate the applications based on the extent to which the selection criteria are

addressed.
Core Areas -- Sections (A) and (B)

States must address in their application all of the selection criteria in the Core Areas.

A. Successful State Systems

(A)(1) Demonstrating past commitment to early learning and development. (20 points)

The extent to which the State has demonstrated past commitment to and investment in
high-quality, accessible Early Learning and Development Programs and services for Children
with High Needs, as evidenced by the State’s—

(a) Financial investment, from January 2007 to the present, in Early Learning and
Development Programs, including the amount of these investments 1n relation to the size of the
State’s population of Children with High Needs during this time period;

(b) Increasing, from January 2007 to the present, the number of Children with High Needs
participating 1n Early Learning and Development Programs;

(c) Existing early learning and development legislation, policies, or practices; and

(d) Current status 1in key areas that form the building blocks for a high quality early learning
and development system, including Early Learning and Development Standards, Comprehensive
Assessment Systems, health promotion practices, family engagement strategies, the development
of Early Childhood Educators, Kindergarten Entry Assessments, and effective data practices.

Evidence for (A)(1):

e The completed background data tables providing the State’s baseline data for--

o The number and percentage of children from Low-Income families in the State, by age
(see Table (A)(1)-1);

o The number and percentage of Children with High Needs from special populations 1n the
State (see Table (A)(1)-2); and

o The number of Children with High Needs 1n the State who are enrolled in Early Learning
and Development Programs, by age (see Table (A)(1)-3).

e Data currently available, 1f any, on the status of children at kindergarten entry (across
Essential Domains of School Readiness, 1f available), including data on the readiness gap
between Children with High Needs and their peers.

e Data currently available, 1f any, on program quality across different types of Early Learning
and Development Programs.

e The completed table that shows the number of Children with High Needs participating in

each type of Early Learning and Development Program for each of the past 5 years (2007-
2011) (see Table (A)(1)-4).

15



Iowa’s Race to the Top-Early Learning Challenge Application 10/19/2011

e The completed table that shows the number of Children with High Needs participating in
each type of Early Learning and Development Program for each of the past 5 years (2007-
2011) (see Table (A)(1)-5).

e The completed table that describes the current status of the State’s Early Learning and
Development Standards for each of the Essential Domains of School Readiness, by age group
of infants, toddlers, and preschoolers (see Table (A)(1)-6).

e The completed table that describes the elements of a Comprehensive Assessment System
currently required within the State by different types of Early Learning and Development
Programs or systems (see Table (A)(1)-7).

e The completed table that describes the elements of high-quality health promotion practices
currently required within the State by difterent types of Early Learning and Development
Programs or systems (see Table (A)(1)-8).

e The completed table that describes the elements of a high-quality family engagement strategy
currently required within the State by difterent types of Early Learning and Development
Programs or systems (see Table (A)(1)-9).

e The completed table that describes all early learning and development workforce credentials
currently available 1n the State, including whether credentials are aligned with a State
Workforce Knowledge and Competency Framework and the number and percentage of Early

Childhood Educators who have each type of credential (see Table (A)(1)-10).

e The completed table that describes the current status of postsecondary institutions and other
professional development providers in the State that 1ssue credentials or degrees to Early

Childhood Educators (see Table (A)(1)-11).

e The completed table that describes the current status of the State’s Kindergarten Entry
Assessment (see Table (A)(1)-12).

e The completed table that describes all early learning and development data systems currently
used 1n the State (see Table (A)(1)-13).

16
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Lunter narrative here — recommended maximum of ten pages)

Section (A)(1) — Demonstrating past commitment to early learning and development

Iowa 1s committed to supporting young children with high needs as evidenced by the detailed
history presented in this section and the high-quality plans included 1n the Race to the Top -
Early Learning Challenge application. The state’s commitment to young children 1s evident in
the unifying vision that all children beginning at birth are healthy and successtul. This 1s not

mere rhetoric but a lived commitment that 1s manifest through the following:

e a consistent historic pattern of investing in programs and services that serve young

children and their families;
e a growing investment despite struggling economic times;
e a substantial body of legislative and policy imitiatives and reform; and

e foundational building blocks for a high quality early learning and development system 1n

development or implementation.

Total investments in children with high needs 0-5 has increased 59% since 2007 (refer to Table
(A)(1)-4). Meanwhile, over this same time period programs have seen substantial growth in
populations served (State-funded Preschool increased 192%, IDEA Part B and C, 21%) or
moderate growth (5% for Child Care Development Fund [CCDF]-funded and Head Start
programs; see Table (A)(1)-5).

Financial Commitment

The state has provided substantial investments 1n preschool services, maternal and child health,
child care, child welfare and family support. State funds dedicated to early childhood programs
have more than tripled 1n the last 15 years, and remained relatively stable. In the area of
preschool, the state has invested 1n three areas to meet various needs. Shared Visions at-risk
preschool funding began 1n 1989 as an explicit commitment to serve children with high needs
ages three, four, and five and has remained relatively constant since 1ts inception. In 1990, the
Area Education Agency (AEA) Early Childhood Network was created to support the Shared
Visions programs. The Shared Visions at-risk programs received a $1,000,000 increase in 2007

That same year Iowa launched 1ts statewide voluntary preschool program for four-year old
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children with a concomitant pledge of $60,000,000 (approximately one-half of one percent of the
state’s budget) to ensure every four-year-old child had access to high quality early childhood
education. Iowa’s funding for locally-based preschool scholarships began in 2004 and has
continued through today. These local scholarships are administered through Early Childhood
Iowa (ECI), a network of 51 local boards supporting early childhood services across the state. As
local funders, they also invest state money 1n preschool support such as quality improvement,
transportation, or professional development. Local boards collaborate with federally funded
Head Start to establish blended services extending the dollar and reach of that program. All early
learning and development programs and services target children with high needs including the
legislative priority to serve children with high needs in the SVPP. The cumulative investment 1n

preschool services has grown by 59% since 2007

Investments 1n health have been substantial. The Iowa Department of Public Health and Iowa
Medicaid Enterprise are partnering together and committed to establishing medical and dental
homes for all children. The expanded State Children’s Health Insurance Program (SCHIP),
called hawk-1, 1s one reason Iowa has one of the nation’s highest percentage of children covered
by health insurance (ranks eighth with Connecticut, Minnesota, and Washington). On July 1,
2009, Iowa increased hawk-i eligibility from 200% to 300% of the federal poverty level. In
2010, Iowa implemented presumptive eligibility for Medicaid and hawk-i, allowing more of
Iowa’s children with high needs access to health and dental services. The state has also invested
1n tnnovative practices like the I-Smile Program creating virtual dental homes 1n every county to
ensure all children with high needs have regular exams, preventive care, and referral to
treatment. lowa 1s one of the few states to have such a system of care for children beginning at
twelve months of age. lowa’s 1st Five Healthy Mental Development program expanded all
preventative care visits to include developmental surveillance, children and caregiver depression
surveillance, as well as support physicians in making recommended referrals to community
services. This past year, the legislature passed with bipartisan support a comprehensive package
of mental health reforms that includes specific provision for young children, increasing their
access to providers. Iowa has been ranked as the top state in the country by the Commonwealth
Fund 1n providing health services to children. Iowa 1s one of only two states in the country with a
Project Launch Initiative, a Child Health Improvement Partnership, and Help Me Grow

replication initiative — all of which, with 1st Five, focus upon ensuring that children entering
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through the health portal are connected up with other early learning and development supports

they need.

In child care, the state has made steady increases 1n funding to child care assistance. Participation
expanded and provider rates increased three times (2005, 2007 and 2008). The Department of
Human Services (DHS) also raised the eligibility ceiling from 140% to 145% of the federal
poverty level. DHS has increased funding over the past five years to ensure the state does not
need to rely on a waiting list for those seeking child care assistance. When the amount of
Temporary Assistance to Needy Families (TANF) transfers to child care decreased as the result
of increased caseloads, the state appropniated funds to maintain availability of assistance. lowa
consistently exceeds the Child Care Development Fund (CCDF) required state match and
maintained 1ts investment in the Quality Rating System (QRS) since 2006. Investments 1n child
welfare increased while case loads have remained relatively stable. DHS has also supported
IDPH 1n the implementation of Healthy Child Care Iowa since 1998 to focus etforts on
improving the health and safety of early learning environments. At the local level Child Care
Nurse Consultants positions were created to provide consultation, technical assistance, and
assessment on health and safety standards within early learning environments. The nurses are
recognized as Child Care Nurse Consultants (CCNC) after they complete a comprehensive
training based on a curriculum from the National Training Institute for Child Care Health
Consultant (University of North Carolina-Chapel Hill) delivered by IDPH. The CCNC local
structure 1s supported through local Early Childhood Iowa funds, Maternal and Child Health
Title V funds, local public health funds, and private foundation funds.

Iowa has built on 1ts historic commitment to family support and home visitation services. During
the 1980s, Iowa launched two innovative family support services, one for families receiving
TANF called Family Development and Self-Sufticiency (FaDSS) and the Shared Visions Parent
Support for at-risk families and their children. State investments 1n FaDSS remained steady or
increased (not more than 5%) throughout the past decade. In 1992, lowa adopted the Healthy
Families America model and expanded family support to nine counties with an 1nitial investment

of $335,000. This investment nearly doubled 1n 2007.

Beginning in 1998, Iowa 1nvested additional funds, distributed through local ECI boards to

support a variety of early childhood services including home visitation. This funding grew from
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$6.810,016 to $45,684,844 within the span of nine years with a slight decline 1n recent years. In
2010 allocations for family support programming served 17,396 families with $15,577.384 1n
state funding. In 2007, this focus led to the establishment of a state coordinator position that
created a common framework of standards, a family support program credential, and common

assessment across a variety of local and state-funded programs.

In 2010, IDPH was designated by the Governor as the lead agency for the Maternal, Infant and
Early Childhood Home Visiting (MIECHYV) program. The MIECHYV program was created in the
Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act. It 1s designed to strengthen and improve programs
and activities carried out under Title V — Maternal and Child Health, improve the coordination of
services 1n at-risk communities, and to 1dentify and provide comprehensive services to improve

outcomes for families who reside in at-risk communities.

Iowa’s at-risk targeted communities were 1dentified in the Iowa Needs Assessment. All 99
counties (communities) were compared against 15 risk factors. There were 15 counties that were
deemed at-risk communities. The MIECHYV project 1s being implemented 1n Black Hawk
County and Appanoose and Wapello counties. Black Hawk 1s expanding the Early Head Start
home-based and Healthy Families Iowa models. The partners in Appanoose and Wapello are
implementing a newly created Healthy Families lowa model. Community and state partners
selected home visiting models that have been proven effective at mitigating the risk factors

present in the their community.

Beginning 1n 2006, the state appropriated funds for IDEA, Part C (Early ACCESS) services to
meet growing caseload demands created by eligibility changes and increased emphasis on
enrolling children with high needs 1n targeted areas including the Child Abuse and Prevention
Treatment Act (CAPTA) mental health needs, complex medical needs, or premature birth. That
commitment remains to the present day. While the state has experienced significant budget
reductions during the recession, including a 10% overall cut 1n funding in 2009, Iowa’s
investments 1n young children’s learning and development have been sustained and actually

increased, because of strong policy maker commitment to those investments.
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Children with High Needs Participation in Programs

Iowa ensures that growing numbers of children have high quality early learning and development
experiences prior to kindergarten through increased investments or maintenance of core

programs. The participation rates of children have grown steadily in preschool, child care, family
support programs, migrant, and IDEA Part B (619) and Part C services. The numbers of children

securing health coverage, as well as, medical and dental homes 1s increasing.

Since 2007, participation in the Statewide Voluntary Preschool Program (SVPP), Iowa’s
universal preschool program, increased by 35% and the number of school districts offering this

program has grown to approximately 93%.

The number of children with high needs using child care grew from 18,684 to 19,433 since 2007.
This growth does not retlect children served through child care wrap-around services that extend
full-day, full-year care, and education services for children attending Head Start, Title I, and

Shared Visions preschools. In 2011, 1,484 children were served through wrap-around funding.

Home visiting programs focus on serving families with children with high needs. According to
the 2010 ECI Family Support Annual Report, home visiting programs served 15,188 families. Of
those families 10,984 made $30,000 or less per year and the highest level of education achieved
by the head of household 1n 8,736 of these families was high school diploma or GED. Currently,
Iowa 1s serving approximately five percent of the total low income families. The number of
children receiving Medicaid and hawk-1 who have medical and dental homes has increase 73 %
in Federal Fiscal Year (FFY) 2007 to 81% 1n 2010. The percent of Medicaid enrolled children
who received at least one well child screen showed similar increases from 72% 1n FFY2007 to

81% 1n 2010.

Since 2007, the percentage of children with disabilities served by early childhood special
education and Early ACCESS funding has increased 21%. This increase reflects expanded

outreach efforts due to changes 1n eligibility.
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State legislation, policies and practices

Over the past five years, the Iowa legislature acted 1n a bipartisan manner to expand and improve
services 1n Iowa for children with high needs and families. Examples of this commitment include
increasing the number of children covered by hawk-i: increasing child care regulations by
banning smoking, requiring mandatory fingerprinting and background checks, increasing the
frequency of inspection of child care homes and centers; increasing state funding for 1st Five to
include fourteen counties; and providing funding to ensure comprehensive services such as oral

screening and Early Periodic Screening, Diagnosis, and Treatment (EPSDT) services 1n addition

to legislation requiring all children entering kindergarten to have a dental screening.

The increasing attention to accountability and quality was highlighted 1n 2005 when the Iowa
General Assembly passed legislation requiring all school districts to administer a kindergarten
literacy benchmark assessment to all kindergarten children. In 2006, legislative action funded the
launch of the Quality Rating System that measures quality improvement for child care providers
along five dimensions. In 2007, legislation provided access to high quality preschool for all four
year old children, requining all programs to have a licensed teacher and meet high quality
program standards. As appropriations to ECI increased, the focus on quality was refined 1in two
areas 1) flexibility related to parent choice 1n preschool scholarships; and 2) support for
increasing quality in family support programs. Early Childhood Iowa was defined as a unifying
structure for early childhood to incorporate the Early Childhood Advisory Council (ECAC) and
state system alignment and coordination. Since 2007, an approprnation has been allocated to fund
early childhood professional development. That funding supports a wide variety of professional
development projects such as Teacher Education and Compensation Helps (T.E.A.C.H.) and
Positive Behavior Intervention and Supports (PBIS) across all early learning and development

programs.
Building Blocks for an Early Learning and Development System

Given Iowa’s commitment to the early, care health, and education system; it 1s clear the state has
created the foundations for a comprehensive, integrated, and effective early care, health, and
education system. The necessary building blocks (described below) are present in the state with

two exceptions. The state does not yet have a comprehensive assessment system including a
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comprehensive kindergarten entry assessment nor does 1t have an early childhood data

management system.

Early Learning and Development Standards

Iowa’s comprehensive early learning and development standards describe what all children from
birth to kindergarten should know and be able to do. The Iowa Early Learning Standards (IELS)
include a separate set of standards for infants and toddlers and preschool aged children. The
IELS address the essential domains of school readiness including Physical Well-Being and
Motor Development; Approaches to Learning Social and Emotional Development;
Communication, Language, and Literacy; Mathematics and Science; and Creative Arts. They are
universally designed and developmentally appropriate. Revisions to the IELS are 1n process to
ensure they are culturally and linguistically appropriate. A Diversity and School Readiness
Committee, a partnership between the Department of Education and the Department of Human
Rights, 1s working to ensure that representatives from Iowa’s diverse populations have a voice in

the process.

All programs operated by the lowa Department of Education, including the statewide voluntary
preschool program, Shared Visions, and programs funded under IDEA are required to use the
IELS. The standards are aligned to the Head Start Child Development and Early Learning
Framework, and to most curricula used by early care and education programs in the state (e.g.,
Creative Curriculum and High Scope). The IELS are also aligned to newly developed teacher
and assistant teacher competencies. The IELS are aligned with the Creative Curriculum GOLD
Assessment system which operates under the Iowa common license and 1s available to all early
care and education programs. Professional development efforts are beginning to address the
IELS. For example, the early childhood programs in lowa community colleges aligned these
standards to a set of core courses common across all their programs and Child Care Resource and
Referral (CCR&R) developed and offered child care training on the standards for the past three
years. Additionally, all training approved by CCR&R must indicate the IELS domains addressed

in the class content.
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Comprehensive Assessment System

While the state lacks a truly comprehensive assessment system that includes screening measures,
formative assessments, measures of environmental quality, and measure of the quality of adult-
child interactions; components of such a system are 1in place. Common tools are being used in
many early learning and development programs for each of these items. The three high quality
sets of program standards implemented 1n Iowa (National Association for the Education of
Young Children accreditation, Head Start Program Performance Standards, and the Iowa Quality
Preschool Program Standards) all require screening, formative assessments, environmental
quality, and other indicators. Iowa’s QRS requires an environmental quality assessment for all
top level programs. Assessments measuring the quality of adult-child interactions are common 1n
Head Start programs implementing the CLASS assessments in classrooms, a practice that 1s
beginning to spread to lowa’s SVPP. A growing number of programs use the Center on the
Social Emotional Foundations for Early Learning (CSEFEL) developed “Teaching Pyramid
Observation Tool” as part of their implementation of the pyramid model described by CSFEL.

The State Longitudinal Data System (SLDS) and Early Childhood Web Application, located at
the lowa Department of Education (DE), collect information on program enrollment,
participation, and programs standard quality as well as performance on indicators for SVPP,
Head Start, and Shared Vision programs. A state comprehensive data system aligned to the
SLDS collects data for all children served under Part B (619) and Part C, including Early
Childhood Outcome data. A new data system 1s poised to be launched that will collect
information on challenging behaviors and programs and teachers responses to those behaviors, as
well as tracking coaching support. The Iowa Department of Public Health has extensive data
collection systems that track child health status including the Immunization Registry Information
System (IRIS), Child and Adolescent Data System (CARes), and the lead prevention program
data system. Iowa Department of Human Services collects extensive data related to child care
assistance, child care licensing, QRS, child weltare, TANF-funded efforts. FaDSS and other
family support programs generate data which 1s aggregated at the state level. The Iowa
Department of Management uses a results accountability framework for all 51 ECI areas to
measure a set of indicators related to five desired results: healthy children, children ready to

succeed 1n school, safe and supportive community, secure and nurturing families, and secure and

24



Iowa’s Race to the Top-Early Learning Challenge Application 10/19/2011

nurturing child care environments. These data are collected and analyzed at a local and state

level on an annual basis. (See Results Framework, in Appendix A-1-1.)

Health Promotion Practices

Since beginning the early childhood development work, Iowa sought to create a unified early
care, health and education system, with health as an equal partner and health services an essential
building block to school readiness. The state’s commitment to healthy children began with
ensuring health care coverage for all children. Next a series of initiatives through the Maternal
Child Health Bureau ensured high quality medical and dental homes for all children. The guiding
practice provides for the recommended screening, early detection and intervention, and treatment
detailed 1n the Iowa’s Early Periodic Screening Diagnosis, and Treatment (EPSDT) periodicity
schedule. These standards are based on the American Academy of Pediatrics standards of care.
Iowa has leveraged Title V Maternal and Child Health agencies to provide care coordination
centers services to ensure access to and the delivery of high quality care. The agencies also
provide innovative services including developmental screening for children and caregiver
screening for depression and ensure appropriate follow-up (1* Five). The I-Smile program also
addresses oral health care needs including preventive care and access to dental screening, exams

and treatment.

Through expanded collaboration with early care and education programs, these services have
become an integral part of lowa’s early learning continuum. Many program standards required in
Iowa address health and safety concerns, immunizations and medical records, and developmental
screenings and referral to services as needed. The state rules for SVPP address developmental
screening, 1ncluding health, hearing, and vision screening as well as effective referrals to
agencies providing health insurance, health care, immunizations, nutrition services, mental health
and oral health services. IDPH has provided the state and local infrastructure for Healthy Child
Care Iowa and Child Care Nurse Consultants (CCNC). The CCNC provide technical assistance
and evaluation of health and safety practices in child care environments. Every CCR&R has a
child care consultant with subject matter expertise in health. The position supports child care
providers 1n meeting health and safety regulations, as well as making significant quality
improvements in their programs. The CCNC addresses health and safety, injury prevention,

hazard mitigation, emergency preparedness, and reviews child records to assure approprate
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immunizations and medical/dental homes, etc. Iowa 1s unique among states 1n 1ts requirement
that health and safety points be earned to receive a Level 3-5 in the QRS. The QRS requires
meeting standards 1n the area of health and safety in order to achieve a Level 3-5 . Early
intervention services work closely with IDPH and Child Health Specialty Clinics to ensure

special health care needs are addressed for medically fragile children.

Family engagement strategies

One example of family engagement 1s the result of Iowa’s firm commitment to high quality early
learning settings and program standards. The requirements included 1n the Iowa Quality
Preschool Program Standards, Head Start, and NAEYC accreditation dictate best practices in
family engagement. The program standards require all DE programs including SVPP, Shared
Visions, and all early childhood special education to include family engagement strategies. The
Early ACCESS (IDEA, Part C) program adopted 1ts ground-breaking, far-reaching Guiding
Principles and Practices for Delivery of Family Centered Services that set forth a model for
other programs 1n the state. Family support has grown in importance and emphasis as the state
began to unity, expand, and improve 1ts family support programs. Under the leadership of ECI
and Project LAUNCH, the Family Support Leadership Group (FSLG); higher standards were
established and professional development made available to support implementation. Consensus
was reached to collect data on improvements 1n family development and functioning using
common instruments. The FSLG includes the representative from 30 of lowa’s state or local
family support programs including Early Head Start, Early ACCESS, Healthy Families Iowa
programs, FaDSS, Nurse Family Partnerships, and Shared Visions family support programs.
Currently, the National Resource Center for Family Centered Practice at the University of lowa
1s working with Iowa’s MIECHYV program to assist with data collection and evaluation. More
recently, efforts began to develop a parent council that will advise, inform, and advocate for

improved family-centered support services.

In addition, ECI, through 1ts community boards, creates a structure for leveraging community
involvement 1n strengthening early learning and development systems. The ECI Area Boards
include broad-based representation that includes consumers, business leaders, faith community
and other community leaders. ECI makes locally-based decisions to strengthen local systems,

and has leveraged millions of dollars more 1n local contributions, often with strong support from
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United Way and community foundations. ECI has created many more opportunities for families
to participate in supporting their children’s development and ensure that services and supports
reach children with high needs in culturally, linguistically, and developmentally responsive ways

and 1n environments inclusive of all children.

Development of Early Childhood Educators

Iowa set the stage for the implementation of a comprehensive, integrated early care, health, and
education professional development system. The state developed a framework supporting this
vision based on NAEYC’s Workforce Designs: A Policy Blueprint for State Farly Childhood
Professional Development Systems. Comprehensive implementation plans were developed that
include the adoption of professional standards, career pathways, articulation, data collection and
financing across four workforce sectors: health, mental health and nutrition, early learning,
family support, and special needs/early intervention. Each sector’s implementation plan will be
integrated as needed to provide a common knowledge base for the entire workforce yet maintain
areas of specialization. The plan also calls for the development of pathways along a continuum
of greater knowledge and deeper skills in the field of early childhood education. Finally, 1n
keeping with the NAEYC blueprint principles, the plan strives toward greater integration; quality
assurance; diversity, inclusion, and access; and increased compensation for the workforce.
Iowa’s framework and implementation plan aligns with the RTTT application definition for a

Workforce Knowledge and Competency Framework.

Since the development of the framework, concrete action has taken place in each of the areas.
Implementation has been linked to the state’s Early Childhood Advisory Council (ECAC) grant,
the Early Childhood Comprehensive Systems (ECCS) grant, the state CCDF plan, and the ECI
strategic plan, with objectives clearly designated 1n each grant and each system’s work plans. A
representative advisory structure, the ECI Professional Development Steering Committee, 1s
clearly defined and in place to guide the work. Teaching statt competencies were adopted for the
Early Learning and Special Needs/Early Intervention sectors and Family Support Competencies
were adopted. Pathways and articulation agreements are being established to assist early
childhood educators to move from a Child Development Associate (CDA) to an Associate of
Arts (AA) and from AA to bachelor’s degree. Data was collected and shared 1n several ways

through the:
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e child care workforce study;

e annual catalog of early childhood courses of study at higher education institutions,
e annual T E.A.CH. Early Childhood® IOWA report;
e tracking of early childhood licensed teachers through SVPP and lowa’s Board of

Educational Examiners; and

e Jowa’s voluntary Child Care Training Registry that currently tracks the training of a third

of Iowa’s ECE workforce.

T.E.A.C.H. Early Childhood® IOWA 1s a successful education and compensation initiative,
designed to establish public and private partnerships to invest 1in the child care and early
education workforce. Since 1ts establishment 1n 2003, over 1200 teachers, providers and
administrators from child care, public school programs, and Head Start have earned college
credits towards degrees, credentials, and teaching licenses. The success of this project 1s due to
annual grants procured by multiple funding partners using federal, state, local, and foundation

ICSOuUrces.

State and federal funding resources are directed to support professional development to training
that focuses on quality 1nitiatives such as Iowa’s QRS, Iowa Quality Preschool Program
Standards (IQPPS), Positive Behavior Intervention Services, family support program
credentialing, as well as health and mental health initiatives. Efforts are currently underway to
specifically link the publicly funded training to the goals of the ECI framework and
implementation plans, the IELS, and the teaching staff competencies, as well as the soon-to-be
established career pathways for all roles within early childhood education. This effort will reduce
the duplication of training across systems and 1dentify geographical areas of the state where

training 1s not accessible or gaps persist.

The AEASs are supported by a state appropriation 1n addition to IDEA, Part B 619 and Part C
Early ACCESS funds. This intermediary organization provides professional development,
teacher licensure renewal credit, and technical assistance to support early childhood special
education beginning at birth. The general and special education personnel in the nine AEAS
provide ongoing professional development and onsite mentoring to teachers and administrators

in school districts and child care.
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Kindergarten Entry Assessment

The kindergarten literacy benchmark assessment administered by districts since 2005 was
intended to help understand the status of children at kindergarten entry. Legislation did not
dictate specific assessments, but did require all districts to conduct an assessment that addressed
phonemic awareness. The use of a variety of instruments, 1n addition to the primary focus on
literacy assessment, created challenges in understanding the status of children at kindergarten
entry. The importance of a kindergarten assessment 1s understood at the program and state level,
but a common assessment instrument that covers all the essential domains of school readiness
and 1s valid and reliable for 1ts intended purposes and the populations assessed 1s needed to
understand the status of children at kindergarten entry. The recently released education reform
plan One Unshakable Vision, World-Class Schools for lowa calls for a kindergarten entry
assessment. Governor Branstad has made education reform a top priority in his administration,
and this blueprint includes a formative, multi-dimensional assessment of children at kindergarten

entry and then again at the end of the kindergarten year.

Effective data practices

The Iowa Department of Education received a five-year grant from the U.S. Department of
Education's Institute of Education Sciences to improve the state longitudinal data system and
develop an educational data warehouse. These systems work 1n conjunction with each other to
collect and report educational data to assist districts in evaluating individual student and group
performance over time. Information about student characteristics, as well as assessment data, 1s
uploaded monthly. The SLDS was expanded over the past five years to collect additional data
elements about the characteristics of children, qualifications of teachers, and information about
the program standards. Over the past year, the state piloted a process for assigning unique
1dentification numbers to children receiving services funded by ECI and non-state programs such
as Head Start, to explore the possibility of including all children in a common data system. The
process was feasible and the effort will be expanded 1n the coming year. Other state agencies
such as the Departments of Human Services (DHS), Public Health (IDPH), and Human Rights
also have data systems which collect important information on children and families, their well-

being and the services they receive, as well as information on early childhood educators. The
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challenge that remains 1s developing the means to link these disparate systems together using a

unique 1dentifier assigned to individual children and programs.

97,168 41.83%%

[Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2009 American Community Survey

Data Set: 2009 American Community Survey 1-Year Estimates]

*Data are based on a sample and are subject to sampling variability. 1he value shown here is
based on a 90 percent confidence interval.

’ Low-Income is defined as having an income of up to 200% of the Federal poverty rate.
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NA NA

566 0.28%
970 0.48%
336 0.29%

*For purposes of this application, children with disabilities or developmental delays are defined as children birth
through kindergarten entry that have an Individual Family Service Plan (IFSP) or an Individual Education Plan
(IEP).

> For purposes of this application, children who are English learners are children birth through kindergarten entry
who have home languages other than English.

° For purposes of this application, children who are migrant are children birth through kindergarten entry who meet
the definition of “migratory child” in ESEA section 1309(2).

" The term “homeless children” has the meaning given the term ““homeless children and youths” in section 725(2)
of the McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Act (425 U.S.C. 11434a(2)).
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® Including children participating in Migrant Head Start Programs and Tribal Head Start Programs.
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$7.700,000 $22.,038.303 $36,091,374 $48.306,864 $71.694.174
$1.721.,400 $1.,721.,400 $1.721,400 $1.721.,400 $1,721.,400
$20,585,510 $22.171,389 $22.143.625 $24.819,992 $25,233,952
$22.315,290 $39.241,999 $41.844.552 $39.300.483 $34.976,173
Exceeded Exceeded Exceeded Exceeded Exceeded
$7.987.999 $24.269.,304 $27.175,858 $24.805.425 $20.225.881
$21,733,363 $20.045,985 $18.615.,621 $17,296.879 $15,967.160

” Including children participating in Migrant Head Start Programs and Tribal Head Start Programs.

'Y Total State contributions to CCDF must include Maintenance of Effort (MOE), State Match, and any State
contributions exceeding State MOE or Match.

"' Include TANF transfers to CCDF as well as direct TANF spending on Early Learning and Development
Programs.
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$574,810

$506,556

$574,799

$477,132

$680,957

$40,634,844

$38.,434,844

$1,249,281

$36,955,256

$1,607,093

$32,153,676

$920,343

$1,059,000

$36,955,256

$1,140,642

$1,200,000

$124,468,476 || $170,494,321 || $187,456,684 || $191,632,296 || $210,566,697 ||
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Table (A)(1)-5: Historical data on the participation of Children with High Needs in Early
Learning and Development Programs in the State ===

'* Include all Children with High Needs served with both Federal dollars and State supplemental dollars.

"> Note to Reviewers: The number of children served reflects a mix of Federal, State, and local spending. Head
start, IDEA, and CCDF all recerved additional Federal funding under the 2009 American Recovery and
Reinvestment Act, which may be reflected 1n increased numbers of children served 1n 2009-2011.

"“Including children participating in Migrant Head Start Programs and Tribal Head Start Programs.
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