



































The State has not presented a comprehensive plan 1o build a system that increases the quality of Early Learing
an development Programs for Children with High Needs as demonstrated in the comments made in response to
each Focused Investment Area. Of particular note is the lack of evaluation tools for programs and for child
outcomes. For example, the State never plans to assess the environmental qualily of programs at TQRIS levels
1-3 which will prevent those programs from receiving valuable feedback that would help them improve. Also, the
State does not have a coherent or weil developed plan to implement a Kindergarten Entry Assessment and
indeed the limited details in the budget and implementation timeline indicate the plan has not been fully
developed. As documented in the Focused Investment Areas, the State does not meet the Absclute Priority.
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The state has provided data on funding that will assist in the implementations of the various projects and
services. The state’s budget gives a picture of allocations for many positions that will impact the health
component, but the lack of funds to address the teaching and education components that affect the chitdren and
families as well as the quality of education. The state has some inconsistencies in how they will provide trainings
and assessments in some of the projects and program areas. The state has indicated that some of the data
systems are not efficient enough to provide the necessary data to other agencies or services. The state has
meade an effort to look at the various challenges that they have and how to resoive them such as the kindergarten
entry assessment. Also, the effective use of pilot assessments target of what areas or programs will receive
assessments. The family component that Is being developed will assist parents in geining information on the
various programs and child care providers and agencies for support. The study failed to provide more detail as to
who will be responsible and accountable for the operations of each project and goals and that the services are
making the impact on the poputations served. The state has some ideas of how to utilize the grant funds to
increase and improve services and programs for our children with high needs and their families. There are some
loopholes in some of the stages in implementation of services and program components that relate to licensing,
QRS system, and the education requirementsfincentives.The state failed to indicate some of the competencies in
the grant. The state budget failed to indicate how some of the programs and services will provide sustainability.
The state indicated many of the data syslem are not established and will not provide data to all programs and

services.
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