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GLOSSARY OF TERMS

The following definitions are used when referring to Georgia’s system of early learning and
development.

NOTE TO READER: When referring to a state agency, program, stakeholder group, etc. for the
first ttme, the name 1s written out with the abbreviation or acronym for the agency, program,
stakeholder group, etc. in parentheses. Subsequent references to the agency, program,
stakeholder group, etc. will use the abbreviation or acronym urnless 1t has been several pages
since referring to the agency, program, stakeholder group, etc. In that case, the full name will be

used again for the convenience of the reader.

40-Hour Director Training — A course on the state’s licensing rules and regulations that 1s
required for directors of new child care learning centers before receiving permission-to-operate.
Babies Can’t Wait (BCW) — Georgia’s early intervention program for children birth to three
with significant developmental delays, and their families

Bright from the Start: Georgia Department of Early Care and Learning — see Georgia
Department of Early Care and Learning.

Child Care — Group care of children (under 18 years of age) for pay outside of the children’s
home for less than 24 hours a day.

Child Care Learning Center — Any place operated by a person, society, agency, corporation,
institution, or group wherein are received for pay for group care, for fewer than 24 hours per day
without transter of legal custody, 19 or more children under 18 years of age and which 1s
required to be licensed.

Child Care Resource and Referral Agencies — Child care resource and referral agencies
(CCR&RSs) support the development of quality child care in all of Georgia’s 159 counties.
CCR&Rs work to improve the quality, accessibility, and affordability of child care and family
support systems. Services include a toll-free Parent Referral Center for families and technical
assistance, coaching, and professional development for early learning and development
programs.

Children with High Needs — Children from birth through kindergarten entry who are from low-

income families or otherwise 1n need of special assistance and support, including children who



have disabilities or developmental delays; who are English learners; who reside on “Indian
lands™ as that term 1s defined by section 8013(6) of the ESEA; who are migrant, homeless, or in
foster care; and other children as 1dentified by the state.

Classroom Assessment Scoring System (CLLASS) — An observational tool to assess classroom
quality 1n toddler through grade 3 classrooms based on teacher—student interactions in the
classroom rather than evaluation of the physical environment or a specific curriculum.
COMPASS — Common Point of Access to Social Services online system that allows parents or
guardians to apply for subsidized child care online.

Compliant/Noncompliant — A status assigned to each licensed child care learning center and
group day care home based on a state consultant’s annual determination of the overall extent of
compliance with the core rules over the course of the fiscal year (July 1 — June 30).

Core Rule Categories — Specific rule categories used during the monitoring visit to determine
compliance with state rules. These rules are 1dentified as having the greatest impact on risk to
children 1n care and are evaluated during each inspection visit.

Core Rules — Specific rules 1n each core rule category 1identified as having the greatest impact on
risk to children 1n care. Either all or a portion of the rules 1n each category may be designated as
core rules.

Division of Family and Children Services (DFCS) — The unit in the Georgia Department of
Human Services that investigates child abuse; 1dentifies foster homes for abused and neglected
children; assists low income, out-of-work parents get back on their feet; assists with child care
costs for low income parents who are working or 1n job training; and provides numerous support
services and innovative programs to help troubled families.

Early Childhood Environment Rating Scale, Revised Edition (ECERS-R) — Observation

instrument developed especially for assessing the quality of center-based and group child care
for children 30 to 60 months of age and used 1n the TQRIS.

Exemption — Categories of child care programs that meet certain criteria to operate without
being subject to licensing rules and regulations.

Faith Based Exemption — A center licensed by DECAL may request an exemption from
licensure 1f the center’s program 1s an integral part of an established religious congregation or
religious school that conducts regularly scheduled classes, courses of study, or educational

programs and 1s a member of, accredited by, or certified by a state, regional, or national



accrediting agency for religious educational instruction or a state, regional, or national
accrediting agency for educational instruction as recognized and approved by the department 1f
such accrediting entity uses standards that are substantially similar to those established by the

department.
Family Child Care Environment Rating Scale, Revised Edition (FCCERS-R) — Observation

instrument developed especially for assessing the quality of family day care homes for children
birth to 12 years of age and used 1n the TQRIS.

Family Day Care Home — A private residence operated by any person who receives therein for
pay for supervision and care for less than 24 hours per day, without transfer of legal custody,
three but not more than six children under 18 years of age who are not related to such persons

and whose parents and guardians are not residents 1n the same private residence.

FIRST — The First-time Incentive to Raise Standards for Teachers (FIRST) Program. A $1,200

incentive for eligible early care and education professionals who earn their first early care and
education credential.

Focused Visit — An inspection visit during which the child care licensing consultant evaluates
the core rules. Each follow-up/monitoring visit will be a focused visit. (All rules are evaluated
annually during a licensing study. Follow up inspections are focused.)

Focused Visit System — Monitoring procedures for child care learning centers, group day care
homes, and family day care homes that concentrate resources based on 1dentified risk to children,
1dentified through evaluation of the extent of compliance/noncompliance with the core rules
during each inspection visit.

FPG Child Development Institute (FPG) — Research organization at the University of North
Carolina at Chapel Hill that 1s one of the nation’s largest and most influential multidisciplinary
centers for studying young children and their families. FPG cultivates and shares the knowledge
necessary to enhance child development and family well-being. Formerly the Frank Porter
Graham Center.

GA TRAINS — Georgia’s Training Registration and Information System. Georgia’s professional
development training registration system that interfaces with the Georgia Professional
Development Registry, Training Approval, Trainer Approval, Professional Standards
Commission, Technical College System of Georgia, local boards of education, Child Care

Resource and Referral agencies, chains, and other data gathering systems in Georgia to create a



unified system of identifying training needs and career development for Georgia’s early
education professionals.

Georgia Department of Early Care and Learning (DECAL) — Georgia state agency
responsible for meeting the child care and early education needs of Georgia's children and their
families. DECAL oversees a wide range of programs focused primarily on children ages birth to
school age and their families. These include: administering the nationally recognized Georgia's
Pre-K Program; licensing and monitoring all center-based and home-based child care facilities
(approximately 6,700); overseeing the federal Child and Adult Care Food Program and the
Summer Food Service Program; housing the Head Start State Collaboration Office; funding and
partnering with the child care resource and referral agencies that provide services and
information to families and child care providers at the local level; administering federal quality
dollars; providing technical assistance, training, and support to families and child care providers
who care for children with special needs; collaborating with Head Start, Family Connection, the
Department of Human Services and Division of Family and Children Services, the Department
of Public Health, and Smart Start Georgia to blend federal, state, and private dollars to enhance
early care and education.

Georgia Department of Education (GaDOE) — Georgia state agency that oversees public
education throughout the state, ensuring that laws and regulations pertaining to education are
followed and that state and federal money appropnated for education 1s properly allocated to
local school systems.

Georgia Department of Human Services (DHS) — Georgia state agency whose mission 1s to
provide Georgia with customer-focused human services that promote child and adult protection,
child weltare, stronger families, and self-sufficiency.

Georgia Department of Public Health (DPH) — Georgia state agency responsible for the health
of communities and the entire population. At the state level, DPH 1s divided into numerous
branches, sections, programs and offices, and at the local level, DPH functions via 18 health
districts and 159 county health departments.

Georgia’s Pre-K Program — Universal, voluntary, lottery-funded educational program for
Georgia's four year olds to prepare children for kindergarten.

Georgia Professional Development Registry (PDR) — A state-of-the-art, research-based

professional development system offered to all of Georgia’s early childhood educators. The PDR



offers a seamless credential verification process via links to the Georgia Professional Standards
Commission (PSC) and DECAL’s Trainer Approval System. Available services include
verifying credentials, monitoring an individual’s career ladder, identifying completed
coursework, obtaining a career level, tracking required training, and producing a resume with
verified credentials.

Georgia Professional Standards Commission (PSC) — In July 1991, the PSC was created as an
agency separate from the Georgia Department of Education and given the responsibility of
certifying educational personnel 1n Georgia and improving the level of preparation of educators.
Georgia State Advisory Council on Early Childhood Education and Care (State Advisor
Council) — In September 2009, an executive order created the Georgia State Advisory Council
on Early Childhood Education and Care (State Advisory Council). The State Advisory Council
was established 1n response to federal legislation requiring that every state create a council to
facilitate the development or enhancement of high quality systems of early childhood education
and care designed to improve school readiness.

Governor’s Alliance of Education Agency Heads — Key senior staff from all seven education
agencies (Board of Regents, Technical College System of Georgia, Professional Standards
Commuission, Georgia Department of Education, Governor’s Office on School Achievement,
Department of Early Care and Learning and the Georgia Student Finance Association) and
representatives from Governor’s Office of Planning and Budget, Georgia’s Workforce
Investment Board, Governor’s Office of Workforce Development, Georgia Partnership for
Excellence in Education, Metro Atlanta Chamber of Commerce, Georgia Chamber of
Commerce, Georgia Public Broadcasting, and Georgia Leadership Institute for School
Improvement.

Governor’s Office for Children and Families (GOCF) — The Governor’s Office for Children
and Families serves as the State’s Children’s Trust Fund and administers various funding streams
including the Community-Based Child Abuse Prevention Grant, the Maternal Infant and Early
Childhood Home Visiting Grant program, The office 1s designed to enhance communication and
coordination among child welfare providers and stakeholders through a systems of care approach

to ensure that Georgia’s children and families are safe, educated, healthy and growing.



Governor’s Office on School Achievement (GOSA) — Office 1s focused on student

achievement and school completion across Georgia through compilation and analysis of
statewide data related to school achievement and accountability.

Group Day Care Home — Any place operated by a person, society, agency, corporation,
institution, or group wherein are received for pay for group care, for less than 24 hours per day
without transter of legal custody 7 to 18 children under 18 years of age and which 1s required to
be licensed.

HOPE Grant — Georgia's HOPE Grant (a separate program from the HOPE Scholarship) 1s
available to residents of Georgia attending technical colleges or umiversities in Georgia to earn a
certificate or diploma regardless of high school graduation date or grade point average. However,
continuing education programs are not eligible.

HOPE Scholarship — Georgia's HOPE Scholarship 1s available to Georgia residents who have
demonstrated academic achievement. The scholarship provides money to help students with the
educational costs of attending college 1n Georgia.

INCENTIVES — A statewide salary supplement program designed to encourage and reward
eligible early care and education professionals for earning a credential or degree 1n the field and

for tenure with their employer. Eligible applicants may receive two consecutive awards ranging
from $250 to $1,250 per award.

Infant/Toddler Environment Rating Scale, Revised Edition (ITERS-R) — Observation
instrument developed especially for assessing the quality of center-based and group child care
for children up to 30 months of age and used in the TQRIS.

Initial License — The first license, valid for one year, 1ssued to a new facility atter DECAL
grants permission-to-operate.

Licensing Orientation Meeting (LOM) — A one-day, detailed information session describing
the application process for prospective child care learning center and group day care home
applicants. This meeting 1s a requirement for potential child care learning center applicants,
including providers changing status from a family day care home or a group day care home to a
child care learning center. This course 1s strongly recommended for potential group day care
home applicants. The participants receive a certificate that 1s valid for two years.

Not Licensed by Department (NLBD) — Programs serving young children that are not licensed
by DECAL. These may include Department of Defense sites, Georgia Department of Education



sites, Early Head Start and Head Start sites, and laboratory programs located on college
campuses.

Positive Behavior Intervention and Supports (PBIS) — A framework using evidence-based
practices to promote children’s social emotional development and prevent challenging behaviors
Quality Rated — The branded name of Georgia’s tiered quality rating and improvement system.
There are three levels 1n the Quality Rate System—good, very good and excellent.

Registration — The process by which a child care provider applies to be a family day care home;
the certificate of registration that 1s 1ssued to a family day care home provider.

Registration Orientation Meeting (ROM) — A one-day, detailed information session
describing the application process for prospective family day care home applicants. This meeting
1s a requirement for potential family day care home applicants. The participants receive a
certificate that 1s valid for two years.

SCHOLARSHIPS — Statewide program that provides financial assistance to early care and
education professionals who: work 1n a licensed center, a registered family care or group care
home, and work at least 25 hours a week as a teacher/assistant teacher or 40 hours per week as a
director/assistant director, and earn less than $14.45 per hour, and enroll 1n an eligible 1nstitution
1n an approved program of study.

School-Age Care Environment Rating Scale (SACERS) — Observation instrument developed
especially for assessing the quality of school-age child care programs for before and after school
for children 5 to 12 years of age and used 1n the TQRIS.

TORIS Prep — Tiered Quality Rating and Improvement System Preparation, a professional
development and technical assistance initiative by DECAL Child Care Services Division to
move non-compliant programs to a compliant status and then to participation in the TQRIS.
Work Sampling System (WSS) — A continuous progress, instructional assessment that uses
guidelines and checklists, portfolios, and summary reports to help teachers document and assess
children’s skills, knowledge, behaviors, and academic achievements from preschool (three year
olds) to Grade 6.

Work Sampling Online (WSO) — Online access to key elements of the Work Sampling

System” for preschool to Grade 5.
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