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ACCORD

Ch

Corporation

Child Care
Services Division

Charles Kalthoff
Executive Director

Lesley Gooch Christman
Deputy Executive Director

Lynn Langworthy
Division Director

. Corporate Office
84 Schuyler Street
PO Box 573
Belmont, NY 14813-0573
Tel: (585) 268-7605
Fax: (585) 268-7241

Crisis Hotline
(800) 593-5322

Website
www.accordcorp.org

Division Office

PO Box 573

Belmont, NY 14813

Tel: (585) 268-7605
Ext. 1323

Fax: (585) 268-7241

Programs:
¢ Head Start
e Early Head Start
s Head Start CACFP
e Child Care Resource
& Referral
Child Passenger Seat
s Day Care
Registration /
e Day Care CACFP

Center Locations:
¢ Belmont
Bolivar
Cuba
Friendship
Rushford
Wellsville

ACCORD Corporation

Allegany County Community Opportunities and Rural Development
Helping People. Changing Lives. Since 1972,

Community Action Agency * Rural Preservation Company

October 3, 2013

The Honorable Andrew M. Cuomo

Governor

State of New York State Executive Chamber — State Capitol Building
Albany, New York 12224

Dear Governor Cuomo:

I am writing to express my support for New York’s Race to the Top — Early Learning Challenge Grant
application. The importance of proyiding New York’s young children, particularly children with high needs,
with high-quality early childhood education cannot be overstated. As the designated community action
agency in Allegany County, New York, ACCORD Corporation provides an array of services that improve and
expand opportunities for young children and their families including, Child Care Resource and Referral (in
Allegany, Cattaraugus, and Wyoming counties), Head Start, Early Head Start, and Universal Pre
Kindergarten. Our mission is “As a Community Action Agency we believe in the strength, dignity, and
potential of all people. We offer access to opportunities, resources, and services to strengthen individuals,
families and communities. We are committed to improving the community's response to rural poverty and
giving a voice to the unheard.”

| am pleased to know that New York State’s proposal aims to increase the number of high quality early
learning and development programs by expanding QUALITYstarsNY. With this initiative, the state will be
able to support programs serving children with high needs in improving the quality of their services. Work
that will result in improved outcomes for children. 1am also pleased that New York’s proposal seeks to
improve the quality of early childhood education by also including strategies to increase the knowledge
and skills of the early childhood workforce, This combined set of strategies to improve the quality of early
childhood education is admirable.

Finally, | strongly support proposed efforts to improve the health, nutrition, and social emotional
development of young children, and to better engage and support families in meeting the needs of their
children. Itis only through this comprehensive approach that we will be able to close the achievement gap
and ensure that all children, particularly children with high needs, have the supports and services they
need to succeed in school and life.

| commend you and your administration for developing this bold proposal and offer my support for the
successful implementation of this important initiative.

(b)(8)

Sincgrely, [m1®) |
b)(6

Deputy Executive Director
ACCORD Corporation

Head Start s funded by the Depariment of Health and Human Services Administration for Children and Families. ACCORD Corporation is an equal opportunity provider and employer.
To file a complaint of discrimination, write: USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., Washington, D.C. 20250-8410, or call (800) 795-3272 (volce) or
" (202) 720-6382 (TDD). To contact ACCORD Corporation TTY/TDD: 1-800-877-8339

ACCORD Corporation is an cqual opportunity provider and employer. To file a complaint of discrimination. write: USDA. Director. Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W.
Washington, D.C. 20250-9410. or call (800) 795-3272 voice or (202) 720-6382 (TDD).
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7572 Court Street, Suite 2
PO Box 848

Adirondack T Elizabethtown, NY 12932
. izabethtown,
Community (518) 873-3207
Action Fax (518)873-6845
w Toll Free 1-877-873-2979

Programs, Inc.

acapinc.org

Aging Services

Nutrition Program

Senior Transportation

Child and Family
Services

After School

Child Care Resource
and Referral

Early Head Start
Family Development
Head Start
Community Services
Emergency Needs
Food Pantry
Homeless Assistance

Eﬁlployment and
Training

OneWorkSource
Business &
Employment

: Center
(Partner Agency)

Weatherization and
Energy Services

EmPower NY

Servag Clintton, Fxsas aid Feankln Coimties

ADIRONDACK REG

xecutive Director/CEO

October 2, 2013

The Honorable Andrew M. Cuomo

Governor
State of New York State Executive Chamber — State Capitol Building

Albany, New York 12224
Dear Governor Cuomo:

| welcome the opportunity to express my support for New York’s Race to the Top — Early
Learning Challenge Grant application on behalf of Adirondack Community Action Programs,
Inc. (ACAP) As the CCR&R for Essex County NY, ACAP supports the need for high quality
early childhood programs and services, especially for our rural community. Asa high need
community this support would be crucial in expanding participation in QUALITYstarNY
(QSNY) and New York Works for Children, increasing the quality of services to our children.

The mission of ACAP Child Care is to create quality childcare opportunities in our
community. As the main source for professional, well trained and highly educated
child care providers, the program seeks to educate and promote the availability of

licensed and registered child care providers to residents of Essex County. Having

provided services to this population for over 30 years, we are positioned to expand
participation in QSNY and New York Works for Children initiatives in our community
by: '

e educating parents, providers and our community about QSNY and increase
their understanding of the components that define quality in early child care
and learning programs.

e providing effective assessment, consultation, technical assistance and
mentoring for early care and learning programs of all modalities.

e providing training and support for NY State’s early childhood workforce.

As a member of the Early Care & Learning Council we have been directly involved in
the implementing QSNY and New York Works for Children and support the

Helpzmgg Momple Chaddgung Liver

ACAP is an Equal Opportunity Employer
SERVING ESSEX COUNTY SINCE 1965

PARTNERSHIP

o AERERICHS POMERTY FICHTIRG HETRORK
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important work the council has done to expand these efforts statewide. With this
new initiative, the state will be able to support programs, such as ours, that serve children:
with high needs In improving the quality of their services. Work which has proven to be
successful in improving outcomes for children. | am also pleased that New York’s proposal
seeks to Improve the quality of early childhood education by also including strategies to
increase the knowledge and skills of the early childhood workforce.

Finally, | strongly belleve these efforts wiil improve the health, nutrition, and soclal
emotional development of young children In our communities and better engage and
support families in meeting the needs of thelr children. It is only through this
comprehensive approach that we will be able to close the achievement gap and ensure that
all children, particularly children with high needs, have the supports and services they need

to succeed in school and life.

We are grateful for your commitment to the children of New York State and commend you
and your administration for developing this bold proposal and offer our full support for the
successful implementation of this important initiative. -

Sincerely,
(b)(5)

Executive Director/CEO
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Capital District
Child Care
Council

91 Broadway
Menands, NY 12204
518 426-7181

fax 518 426-9649

www.cdcccec.org

Serving
“Albany, Fulton,
" Montgomery,
Rensselaer,
Saratoga, and
Schenectady
Counties

October 8, 2013

The Honorable Andrew M. Cuomo

Governor

State of New York State Executive Chamber — State Capitol Building
Albany, New York 12224

Dear Governor Cuomo;

I am writing to express the Capital District Child Care Coordinating
Council’s (CDCCCC’s) strong support for the New York State in the
application to the U.S. Department of Education for the Race to the Top -
Early Learning Challenge Grant. New York State has a long history of
providing critical early childhood development support serves to ensure the
well-being of children and families. New York’s comprehensive education,
health, nutrition, and social services plan provides a strong foundation for
young children’s school readiness outcomes. ‘

The CDCCCC is dedicated to promoting quality, accessible early care.and.
learning experiences for all of the Capital Region’s diverse communities,
including Albany, Rensselaer, Fulton, Montgomery, | atatoga, and

Schenectady counties. CDCCCC assumes a led ership role in supporting
families, child care professionals, and employers through refer
counseling, education, training, and advocacy. The agenc
champion the right of all children 1o start life.w b
foundation of early learning, care;'and he

Founded in 1971, CDCCCC !
families by helping them to St
young children. CDCCCC, a strong supp

QUALITYstarsNY and we hay
the effort. CDCCCC is:countin




Capital District

Child Care
Council

91 Broadway
Menands, NY 12204
518 426-7181

fax 518 426-9649

www.cdccec.org

Serving
Albany, Fulton,
Montgomery,
Rensselaet,
Saratoga, and
Schenectady
Counties

with Albany City School District and QUALITY starsNY has had impressive
quality outcomes for every Universal Pre-kindergarten classroom in the city. , |
These results are tremendously important for a struggling urban school
district where poor families are without the resources to afford quality early i
education for their children. ‘

Last year CDCCCC provided professional development coursework and
workshops to 10,000 child care providers. Early and school-age care .
providers count on a strong system for professional development. Advanced

training opportunities and professional standards are critical for the

advancement of quality initiatives. Additionally, New York’s plan to build

a comprehensive early childhood data system will create a baseline for

quality indicators, and will inform instructional strategies, professional |
development plans, and community outreach activities. Currently CDCCCC |
uses a private sector data system to aggregate scores from the Early |
Childhood Environment Rating Scales conducted in classrooms across the

Capital Region. Reports of program strengths and needs have greatly

influenced private funding and quality enhancement initiatives. Statewide

data could positively influence policy and practice related to quality

outcomes. |

Needs assessments conducted in New York’s Capit
effective strategies for improving the health, nutriti
development of young children; particular]
are greatly needed. This year CDCCCCfa
fresh fruits and vegetables to child care
neighborhoods. We were amazed by:
community. Families and children visited:
foods and to learn about how:good nuitit

eklyto try new
ibutes to healthy:growth in

. . ‘for developing this bold proposal
and offer my support fo mentation of this important

in (1'3 tiative,

(b)(8)

Executive Director ..




Center for Children's Initiatives
Auilding Bright Futures for Children

September 26, 2013

Governor Andrew M. Cuomo
Executive Chamber

State Capitol

Albany, NY 12224

The Center for Children’s Initiatives (CCI), a champion for the right of all children to start life with
the best possible foundation of learning, care and health, is pleased to submit a strong letter of
support for New York State’s response to the Race to the Top- Early Learning Challenge Grant RFP.

CCI is one of the oldest child care resource and referral agencies in the country as well as a
nationally recognized policy and advocacy organization that has been in operation for more than 30
years. Located in New York City, CCI provides direct services in all five boroughs through its parent
support and training programs. Our policy and advocacy work extends across New York State and
we have been instrumental in the development of state policies that have moved us toward a more
comprehensive system of early care and learning for New York’s children.

CCI’s broad array of services includes support for parents seeking quality early learning experiences
for their children in addition to an extensive range of training opportunities for early childhood
programs and providers. CCI offers technical assistance training and supports to all types of early
childhood centers, family child care programs and family child care support organizations. Our
technical assistance and training is designed to support continuous quality improvement and our staff
is experienced in the launch of research based program assessment tools. CCl is also deeply invested
in several initiatives to support health and nutrition and is working to embed effective strategies,
including the introduction of research based tools, in programs that strengthen the social emotional

development of young children.

As a founder of both Winning Beginning NY and the Ready for Kindergarten Campaign, CCI has
provided significant leadership on a multitude of issues in early childhood. CCI was instrumental in
the development and passage of New York’s UPK program and worked hard to ensure its successful
implementation in early childhood programs in the community as well as in public schools.

CCI has always been committed to ensuring the highest quality of services for our youngest children.
As such, we actively participated in the design and implementation of QUALITYstarsNY and fully
support the expansion of New York State’s quality rating and improvement system as a strategy for
promoting the delivery of high quality services. We are prepared to work with participants by

> N o ke b - Lo ks ) : 4 fl, K,
Building Bright Futures for Children 3gsg e o B
- - www.centerforchildrensinitiatives.org
‘ info@www.centerforchildrensinitiatives.org
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developing quality improvement plans and providing the technical assistance, coaching and
mentoring support necessary to aid in their continuous growth. We will incorporate this information
into our consultation with parents to provide them with the most up to date and comprehensive
information on how to find and choose quality options for their children. We view the work we do as
a CCR&R, as well as the work done by other CCR&Rs across the State, as a core anchor of the
quality coordinated system that we envision for New York.

Both CCI’s Executive Director and its Board President serve on the Early Childhood Advisory
Council. . The Executive Director is the Co-Chair of the Finance Work Group of the ECAC which
has focused on bringing new information to the State on effective strategies for braiding and blending
funding as well as developing an innovative cost modeling system. The cost modeling system
utilizes information on current state funding to make data-based projections and can be an important
tool in guiding policy decision-making. It includes a specially developed return on investment |
modeling to further assist in the development of a system of services that meets the highest quality
standards. The Finance Work Group also explored the role of social impact funds and other
innovative funding strategies to address the important need for increased investment in these
services. The Executive Director also serves on the Quality Improvement and Data Development
Work Groups and she has served on numerous other advisory boards in the city and the state.

The Board President is the co-chair of the Data Development Committee which is working to
develop a comprehensive statewide coordinated early childhood data system. Once developed, the
data system will provide critical information to policymakers, early childhood professionals and
community advocates about the early care and education system in NYS. Before retiring as the
Executive Director of the Early Care and Learning Council, she wrote a grant to fund the National
Center on Children in Poverty to assess the early care and learning data currently available inNYS
and NYC as a first step in determining what the data needs were here. The ECAC Data Development
Workgroup subsequently incorporated the report in its work. The Workgroup is now developing an
iterative proposal to move the initiative for a comprehensive data system forward and will continue
to work in partnership with state agencies and community representatives to ensure the data work of
the Early Learning Challenge Grant is achieved.

The CCI team is excited to support the work proposed under the Early Learning Challenge Grant
with our multiple resources and through our diverse venues.

Sincerely,

(b)(8)

Executive Director » Board President
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CHAUTAUQUA OPPORTUNITIES, INC.

e
A COMMUNITY ACTION PARTNERSHIP e@

Helping People. Changing Lives

Date October 4, 2013

The Honorable Andrew M. Cuomo

Governor

State of New York State Executive Chamber — State Capitol Building
Albany, New York 12224

Dear Governor Cuomo:

On behalf of (COI) Chautauqua Opportunities, Inc., I'm writing to support New York’s Race to the Top — Early Learning Chal-
lenge Grant application.

The Chautauqua Count Child Care Council, a division of COI, welcomes the opportunity to be part of New York State’s proposal
aiming to increase the number of high quality early learning and development programs by expanding QUALITYstarsNY. With this initia-
tive, the state will be able to support programs serving children with high needs in improving the quality of their services. Work that will
result in improved outcomes for children. I am also pleased that New York’s proposal seeks to improve the quality of early childhood edu-
cation by also including strategies to increase the knowledge and skills of the early childhood workforce. This combined set of strategies to
improve the quality of early childhood education is admirable.

As Child Care Council Director of a Child Care Resource and Referral (CCR&R) agency, I have addressed the roles that New
York’s CCR&R Network can play in supporting the activities outlined in the Early Learn Challenge Grant proposal. CCR&R’s have the
experience and capacity to support participating QSNY. programs. Working diligently through a two-and-a-half-year process, the Chautau-
qua Child Care Council earned Quality Assured Accreditation by Child Care Aware® of America. Through this intense process, it became
all the more evident that the need for public investment in opportunities for children to experience high-quality early learning experiences is
crucial. This investment is critical not only for children, but for community success as well. The Council looks forward to working with
you on behalf of ali children and their families and strategizing to ensure that our most valuable resources remain our top priority.

Finally, we strongly support proposed efforts to improve the health, nutrition, and social emotional development of young children and to
better engage and support families in meeting the needs of their children. It is only through this comprehensive approach that we will be
able to close the achievement gap and ensure that all children, particularly children with high needs, have the supports and services they
need to succeed in school and life. '

Chautauqua Opportunities, Inc., fully supports New York State’s application for the Race to the Top—Early Learning Challenge

Grant funding source as a critical need to expand services to the youngest and most a risk children in out state. We appreciate the Gover-
nor’s office for the leadership on this issue and pursuit of additional resources that will have tremendous impact throughout our state.

Sincerely,

Bonny Scott-Sleight
Director of Chautauqua Child Care Council

Central Administrative Offices
17 West Courtney Street, Dunkirk, NY 14048 (716) 366 - 3333 FAX (716) 366 - 7366 TTY/TDD: (716) 366 - 3420
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Chemung

Coun
g 7 Chlldty
3 . Care
Councif?

 Oime®
571 St Josepn’s Bivd. ~5ulte 205, Elmira, NY 14901 :
(607) 734-3941 Fax: (607) 737-7293
wowew.chemchildcare.com: info@chemchildcare.com
“A United Way Partnership Agency”

The Honorable Andrew M. Cuomo

Governor of New York

State of New York State Executive Chamber ~ State Capitol Building
Albany, New York 12224

October 9. 2013
Dear Governor Cuomo:

The Chemung County Child Care Council would like to express strong support for New York’s Race to
the Top — Early Learning Challenge Grant application. The importance of providing New York’s young

children, particularly children with high needs, with high-quality early childhood education cannot be
overstated.

We are a not-for-profit planning and coordinating, organization dedicated to making quality child care
available and affordable for all Chemung County residents. The agency has a leadership role in
supporting children, families, the Early Care and Education workforce and local employers.

As a Lead Agency for the field test of QualitystarsNY, the Council has been intimately invoived in the
rolling out of this important quality rating system for early care and education.

We are a key partner in the Chemung County School Readiness Project which has made significant
strides in preparing children for Kindergarten as, attested by the evaluation conducted by SUNY Albany.

We are pleased to know that New York State!s proposal aims to increase the number of high quality early
learning and development programs by expanding QUALITYstarsNY. We are also pleased that New
York’s proposal seeks to improve the quality of early childhood education by also including strategies to
increase the knowledge and skills of the early childhood workforce. These strategies align perfectly with
our NYSOCFS Child Care Resource and Referral contract, our role as a Registrar and our loca!l School
Readiness Project.

Finally, we strongly support proposed efforts to improve the health, nutrition, and social emotional
development of young children, and to better engage and support families in meeting the needs of their
children. Our local Every Child Matters Coalition knows that it is only through this comprehensive
approach that we will be able to close the achievement gap and ensure that all children, particularly
children with high needs, have the supports and services they need to succeed in school and life.

[ commend you and your administration for developing this bold proposal and offer my support for the
successful implementation of this important initiative. Thank you in advance for your support,

Sincerely,

(b)(8)

Executive Director
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CHINESE-AMERICAN

PLANNING COUNCIL, INC.
150 Elizabeth Street, New York, NY 10012

Website: http://www.cpc-nyc.org
Tel.: (212) 941-0920, Fax: (212) 966-8581

A not-for-profit, multi-social service
cducational and planning organization

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

(b)(8)

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
(b)(6)
CENTRAL ADMINISTRATION 212.941.0920

COMMUNITY SERVICE
Asian Family Services 212.941.0030

Asian Child Care Resources & Referrals  212.941.0030
HIV/AIDS Services 646.613.8369
Multi-Social Service Center 212.431.7800
Special Needs 212.941.6030
CHILD CARE

(b)(6)

BROOKLYN BRANCH 718.492.0409

Multi-Social Services
Services (o Asian Parents of the Disabled
Senior Services

QUEENS BRANCH 718.358.8899
Multi-Social Services

Schior Community Service Employment Program
Services to Families with Special Needs

SENIOR SERVICES
Chinatown Senior Citizen Center 212.233.89030

Nan Shan Scnior Center 718.358.3030
Open Door Senior Center 212.431.9026
WORKFORCE DEVELOPMENT 212.94).0041

Adult Literacy Program
Career Center
Hotel Training Program

YOUTH SERVICES

Brooklyn Youth Services 718.492.0409
Manhattan Youth Services L 212.941.0920
Queens Youth Services 718.358.8R99

Oct. 4, 2013

The Honorable/®®

Governor

State of New York State Executive Chamber — State Capitol Building
Albany, New York 12224

Dear Governor Cuomo:

[am writing to express my support for New York’s Race to the Top ~ Early Learning
Challenge Grant application. The importance of providing New York’s young
children, particularly children with high needs, with high-quality early childhood
education cannot be overstated.

The Chinese-American Planning Council is one of the five agencies that form the
New York City Child Care Resource and Referral Consortium. Our service goals are
to serve the child care needs of families through providing information and
referrals, as well as to increase the supply and improve the quality of child care
services through technical assistance and training. Additionally, CPC has been a
catalyst in the development of QUALITYstarsNY (QSNY) and is fully committed to its
success as a vehicle for a stronger early learning system delivering greater benefits
to children, families, and our economy. ‘

| am pleased to know that New York State’s proposal aims to increase the number
of high quality early learning and development programs by expanding
QUALITYstarsNY. With this initiative, the state will be able to support programs
serving children with high needs in improving the quality of their services. Work
that will result in improved outcomes for children. 1 am also pleased that New '
York's proposal seeks to improve the quality of early childhood education by also
including strategies to increase the knowledge and skills of the early childhood
workforce. This combined set of strategies to improve the quality of early
childhood education is admirable.

Finally, 1 strongly support proposed efforts to improve the health, nutrition, and
social emotional development of young children, and to better engage and support
families in meeting the needs of their children. It is only through this
comprehensive approach that we will be able to close the achievement gap and
ensure that all children, particularly children with high needs, have the supports
and services they need to succeed in school and life. '

| commend you and your administration for developing this bold proposal and offer
my support for the successful implementation of this important initiative,

Sincerely, (b)(6)

(b)(8)

Executive Director




Www.cfresources.org

cfr.info@cfresources.org

(GENEVA

41 Lewis St., Suite 103
Geneva, NY 14456
(315) 781-1491

Fax: (315) 781-1493

PENN YAN
263 Lake St.

Penn Yan, NY 14527
(315) 536 1134

Fax: (315) 536-9918

SENECA FALLS

115 Fall St.

Seneca Falls, NY 13148
(315) 568-0945
Fax: (315) 568-0978

“Child and Family
Resources, Inc.
provides
equal program
opportunities.”

Community Partner

CHILD & FAMILY
RESOURCES, INC.

October 3, 2013

The Honorable Andrew M. Cuomo

Governor

State of New York State Executive Chamber — State Capitol Building
Albany, New York 12224

Dear Governor Cuomo:

T am writing to express my support for New York’s Race to the Top — Early Learning
Challenge Grant application. As a Child Care Resource & Referral agency serving three
counties in the Finger Lakes region and recently one of fifteen CCRR’s receiving National
Quality Assurance, our mission is driven to improving the lives of children and families. The
importance of providing New York’s young children, particularly children with high needs,
with high-quality early childhood education cannot be overstated.

I am pleased to know that New York State’s proposal aims to expand the QUALITYstarsNY
program, strengthen efforts to support programs serving young children and includes
strategies to increase the knowledge and skills of the early childhood workforce. All of these
efforts will thereby increase the number of high quality early learning and development
programs. As it has been proven that the early years are crucial, this work will result in
improved outcomes for children. We eagerly anticipate how we can continue to support this
initiative through our work with the early care and education community.

I strongly support proposed efforts to improve the health, nutrition, and social emotional
development of young children, and to better engage and support families in meeting the
needs of their children, As an agency that also provides parenting support, education and the .
prevention of child abuse through NY State’s Family Resource Network, along with our work
with early childhood education, we strongly support a comprehensive approach to improving
the lives of children so they have what they need to succeed in school and life. We eagerly
anticipate how we can continue to support this initiative through our connections with,
families.

I commend you and your administration for developing this proposal and offer my support for
the successful implementation of this important initiative.

Sincerely,

(b)(8)

Executive Director
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Care
Coordinating
Council
| of the North Couniry, Inc.
Q /(?1\\\ f 194 US Oval ¢ P.O. Box 2640 € Pia‘tﬁ;é’mzz‘;fh‘ NY 12901
S (518) 561-4999 ® (518) 566-7517 # 1-800-540-2273 @ Fax (518) 561-6956
October 7, 2013

The Honorable Andrew M. Cuomo

Governor

State of New York State Executive Chamber — State Capitol Building
Albany, New York 12224

Dear Governor Cuomo:

{ am writing to express my support for New York’s Race to the Top — Early Learning Challenge Grant
application. The importance of providing New York’s young children, particularly children with high

. needs, with high-quality early childhood education cannot be overstated. Our mission is to support and
strengthen families and child care professionals who endeavor to raise healthy, educated and well-
adjusted children throughout the North Country of NYS (Clinton, Essex and Franklin). To do this we offer
myriad programs and services including the following:

o Child Care Resource and Referral Services including child care referrals, child care start up,
ongoing professional development for child care providers and employer support child care
initiatives

o Parenting Education and Support Programs at our Adirondack Network of Family Resource
Centers in Plattsburgh, Tupper Lake and Malone

o Developmental Screenings

o Supervised Visitation Services

o Kinship Caregiver Services

| am pleased to know that New York State’s proposal aims to increase the number of high quality early
learning and development programs by expanding QUALITYstarsNY. We have seven early care and
learning programs in the Clinton and Franklin County region who have been part of the QUALITYstarsNY
Field Test for the past 3 ¥ years. We have seen tangible improvements made to al! seven programs and

this Is just so very exciting! With this initiative, the state will be able to support programs serving
The only future our society haa is the next generation.

JAXYORTY X TS




chlidren with high needs in improving the quality of their services. Work that will result in improved
outcomes for children. | am also pleased that New York’s proposal seeks to improve the quality of early
childhood education by also including strategies to increase the knowledge and skills of the early
childhood workforce. This combined set of strategies to improve the quality of early childhood
education is admirable.

Finally, | strongly support proposed efforts to improve the health, nutrition, and social emotional
development of young children, and to better engage and support families in meeting the needs of their
children. Itis only through this comprehensive approach that we will be able to close the achievement
‘gap and ensure that all children, particularly children with high needs, have the supports and services

they need to succeed in school and life.

| commend you and your administration for developing this bold proposal and offer my support for the
successful implementation of this important initiative. ’

Sincerely,

|(b)(6)

Executive Director -




OF STEUBEN AND SCHUYLER

October 3, 2013

The Honorable Andrew M. Cuomo
Governor
State of New York State Executive Chamber - State Capitol Building

Albany, New York 12224

Dear Governor Cuomo:

Child Care Aware® of Steuben and Schuyler a department of Pro Action, Inc. provides resource and
referral services to parents looking for child care, professional development programs and quality
initiatives to child care practitioners in steuben and Schuyler Counties. As Director, { am pleased to
express my support for and commitment to New York’s Race to the Top — Early Learning Challenge Grant
application. The importance of providing New York’s young children, particularly children with high
needs, with high-quality early childhood education cannot be overstated.

As one of the early team members working on the development of QUALITYstarsNY, [ am pleased to
know that New York State’s proposal aims to increase the number of high quality early learning and
development programs by expanding QUALITYstarsNY. With this initiative, the state will be able to
support programs serving children with high needs in improving the quality of their services. Work that
will result in improved outcomes for children. | am also pleased that New York’s proposal seeks to
improve the quality of early childhood education by also including strategies to increase the knowledge
and skills of the early childhood workforce. This combined set of strategies to improve the quality of

early childhood education is admirable.

Finally, | strongly support proposed efforts to improve the health, nutrition, and social emotional
development of young children, and to better engage and support families in meeting the needs of their
children. It is only through this comprehensive approach that we will be able to close the achievement
gap and ensure that all children, particularly children with high needs, have the supports and services

they need to succeed in school and life.

| commend you and your administration for developing this bold proposal and offer my support for the
successful implementation of this important initiative. '

Sincerely,
(b)(®)

A .ﬁ)(‘a)—_l Director
ProAction

of Steubap and Yates, lnt.




Dutchess Office o &b&l’t(‘oﬂ B ‘ .Putm'm Office
70 Overocker Road Y Office Location: 110 Old Rt. 6, Bldg.#3 ,
Poughkeepsie, NY 12603 ' I ~-.Carmel, NY. 10512 S
Telerho(n& (55;357) 3-g?‘;:un Mailing Address: P.O. 1029
ax : - Carmel, NY 10512 .
www.childcaredutchess.org  Telephone (845) 808-1659
‘ Fax (845) 225-1279-
October 3, 2013 |

Governor Andrew Cuomo.
Executive Chamber
State Capitol =

Albany, NY 12224

Dear Governor Cuomo:

The Child Care Council of Dutchess and Putnam, Inc. (the Council) enthusiastically supports New -
York State’s Race to the Top — Early Learning Challenge Grant application. This is a great- :
opportunity for New York State to expand QUALITYstarsNY to more programs and providers; to’
expand our.early childhood education professional development system — New York Works for
Children; to implement new strategies for improving the health; nutrition, and social-emotional -.

development of young children; to strengthenefforts to support young children and families; -
and to build aicompréhens_ive eéf’ly'chiidh'oddidata system.. . ' -

The Child Care Council of.Dustchess and Putnam, Inc. works to promote affordable and quality
child care, to provide information and support to families, and to strengthen the early
childhood workforce in Dutchess and Putnam Counties; The Council serves as a community
coordinating and planning agency for local child care serviées and offers a variety of supports to
child care providers, parents, businesses, and .Iocaligovern'm_e'nt.

The Council is a member of local, state and national organizations that support quality
initiatives for children, families and child care providers. The Council was recently awarded
national Quality Assurance by Child Care Aware of America, establishing the agency as one of
the nation’s leading Child Care Re;‘o'urge and Referral a_gencies-‘fo‘[‘p'rbvldihg"quality services to
child care providers, parents and the community. The Council-is also a member of the Early Care
and Learning Council, a statewide network of Child Care Resource and Referral agencies, and

Winning Beginning New York, a statewide coalition that supports and strengthens strategies for
quality early care and education.’ : ST

The Council is especially-supportive of expanding QUALITYstarsNY as it has been involved in

that initiative to improve the quality of child care in one of the “persistently low achieving”

school districts. The_Cq'unCII:reCi'Ui,t'edz child care providers to participate in QUALITYstarsNY,

informed them about the steps in the process, and educated participants on how to use the -
Environmental Rating Scales. With funding from its Child Care Resource and Referral contract -

with the New York State Office of Children and Family services, the Council has developed a




Quality Improvement Program utilizing the rating scales and providing grants to child care
providers to improve programs and raise the quality of care, The Council would welcome the
opportunity to be involved in the expansion of QUALITYstarsNY to more programs and services

to children with high needs.

The Child Care Council of Dutchess and Putnam, Inc. strongly supports New York State’s
application for the Race to the Top — Early Learning Challenge Grant as these additional
resources are critical to support services for young, at risk children and families throughout

New York State.

Sincerely,
N

(b)(8)

Executive Director




"Child Care Council of Nassau,Inc.

“Every Day Counts in the Life of a Child”

(b)(6) October 9, 2013

Executive Director

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
The Honorable Andrew M. Cuomo

ot

e | Governor

State of New York State Executive Chamber — State Capitol Building

Vige: Foesician Albany, New York 12224

[(b)(6) |

Treastrer o

B16 Dear Governor Cuomo:

Secretary : ,
(b)(8) The Child Care Council of Nassauy, Inc. (the “Council”) applauds your decision to submit a

proposal for New York’s Race to the Top — Early Learning Challenge Grant. The
importance of providing New York’s young children, particularly children with high
needs, with high-quality early childhood education cannot be overstated. Thisis an
incredible opportunity for New York State to make strategic advances in imbedding a
high quality and coordinated early childhood system into a more comprehensive
statewide education system, aligning standards and addressing current disparities.

ADVISORY COMMITTEE
(6)(6) child Care Council of Nassau, Inc., founded in 1972, is a private, not-for-profit

organization, Council works directly with parents, employers, child care professionals,
community members and policy makers to promote affordable, guality child care and
early education. Council provides child care counseling and referrals to families,
professional development and technical assistance to active and potential child care
professionals and serves as an informational resource and public voice for child care
issues facing Nassau's diverse communities.

(®)(6) Participating in local, state, and national collaborations has enhanced our ability to be in

Counsef the forefront of many initiatives, including both the pilot and implementation stages of
New York State’s Quality Rating and Improvement System, QUALITYstarsNY. As a lead
agency for one of the largest field test sites of QUALITYstarsNY we were intricately
involved with the New York State Early Childhood Advisory Council from
implementation to the final evaluation report. Since the field test, Council continued to
be a leader in the region for recruitment, training and technical assistance through a
comprehensive range of professional development opportunities to meet the needs of
programs both involved and interested in participating in QUALITYstarsNY.

925 Hempstead Turnpike, Suite 400, Franklin Square, New York 11010-3626 www.childcarenassau.org e"“"@, United (@
Parent Referral Services 516-358-9288 Administration 516-358-9250 Fax: 516-358-9287 A k3 _m'
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| am pleased to know that New York State’s proposal aims to increase the number of
high quality early learning and development programs by expanding QUALITYstarsNY.
With this initiative, the state will be able to support programs serving children with high
needs in improving the quality of their services. Work that will result in improved
outcomes for children. | am also pleased that New York's proposal seeks to improve the
quality of early childhood education by also including strategies to increase the
knowledge and skills of the early childhood workforce. This combined set of strategies
to improve the quality of early childhood education is admirable.

Our Resource and Referral contract with the Office of Children and Family Services
allows much of our training and technical assistance to the provider community to be
offered either at low or no cost. In addition, active membership in Winning Beginning
NY, a broad based coalition of more than 200 members statewide enables us to make
our voices heard regarding the importance of investing in sound, accountable, quality
early learning programs that yield lifelong lasting effects on learning and life skills.

{ strongly support proposed efforts to improve the health, nutrition, and social
emotional development of young children, and to better engage and support families in
meeting the needs of their children. It is only through this comprehensive approach
that we will be able to close the achievement gap and ensure that all children,
particularly children with high needs, have the supports and services they need to
succeed in school and life.

We are most grateful for your extraordinary commitment to our youngest citizens,
recognizing that cost-effective investments in early learning will provide both short and

_ long term educational, social and economic benefits. We look forward to continued

work with your Administration.

gincerelv.

(b)(8)

Executivé Director




=i\ Cornell University
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October 4, 2013

The Honorable Andrew M. Cuomo

Governor

State of New York State Executive Chamber — State Capitol Building
Albany, New York 12224

Dear Governor Cuomo:

On behalf of the Child Care Counéil of Cornell Cooperative Extension, |am
writing to express my strong support for New York’s Race to the Top — Early
Learning Challenge Grant applica‘tion. It is absolutely essential to the future of
our State and our economy to provide the young children of New York State
with high-quality early childhood education. This provides our state with an
opportunity to align early learning within the standards our education system
and increase awareness about the significance of the brain development of a

~ child prior to elementary school.

Our Child Care Council is dedicated to educating families, child care
professionals, business leaders and our community that quality child care is at
the core of a vibrant and healthy economy. Through education, coaching, »
mentoring and modeling, we work with early educators to improve the quality
of existing programs and expand the number of high quality programs. Our goal
is to provide parents with the ability to go to work confident that their children
are in safe, stable early learning environments and this enables them to be
productive employees and students. So often, we see children from low income
homes with the greatest need for quality care, but they are enrolled in
programs that do not measure up to those that enroll their private-pay peers.
We are excited to have the opportunity to actively participate in the Initiative’
to increase the number of programs and providers that seek to raise the quality
of their services to children with high needs. This Is especially important in our
community since we have a large number of children from refugee families for
whom the language barrier creates a learning deficit and a large number of low
income families struggling with providing life’s necessities to their children.

This initiative will allow our state to improve the quality of programs, resulting
in improved outcomes for all children. Once we have defined this as a vital
component of our infrastructure, we will also attract young professionals back
to our state. Economists and well-documented research tells us that for every
$1 investment in quality early learning there is a return of $7-516, so we must
do everything in our power to garner the funds to support a greater investment
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in young children.

| am pleased to know that New York State’s proposal aims to increase the number of high quality early
learning and development programs by expanding QUALITYstarsNY and | am excited about the
opportunity for our Child Care Resource and Referral agencies to play a role in that endeavor. Asa
society, we have a duty and responsibility to provide all children with the best start in life, something for
which we will all reap the rewards. A key component of this initiative is to increase the knowledge and
skills of the early childhood workforce and to provide them with increased support and technical
assistance. As the great State of New York, we owe it to our children, families, early chilidhood
workforce and our economy to be a leader in offering quality care and education.

Finally, | str;ngly support proposed efforts to improve the health, nutrition, and social emotional
development of young children, and to better engage and support families in meeting the needs of their
children. It is only through this comprehensive approach that we will be able to close the achievement
gap and ensure that all children, particularly children with high needs, have the supports and services
they need to succeed in school and life. '

In closing, | want to commend you and your administration for developing this cogent proposal and
enthusiastically extend my support for the successful implementation of this crucial and worthy

initiative.

Sincerely,

(b)(8)

Director
child Care Council of Cornell Cooperative Extension
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CHILD CARE COUNCIL OF ORANGE COUNTY, INC. .

CONSUMER EDUCATION and REFERRAL SERVICE; A RESOURCE TO PRESENT AND PROSPECTIVE CHILD CARE PROGRAMS
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CHILD CARE COUNCIL. A
or

ORANGE COUNTY, INC.
New Yotk

Website:

www .childcarecouncifoc.org
Email: ‘
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Phone: (845) 294-4012
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October 2, 2013

The Honorable Governor Andrew Cuomo
Executive Chamber

State Capital

Albany, NY 12224

Dear Governor Cuomo:

The Child Care Council of Orange County, Inc. strongly supports New York’s application for the Race to
the Top Early Learning Challenge Grant that would ultimately benefit our state’s young children and
their families. We believe that all families and young children should have access to high quality child
care. This is an incredible opportunity for New York State to ensure alignment of quality standards in
the early childhood system of child care.

As the local child care resource and referral agency for all of Orange County, the Council is committed
to enhancing the quality of child care. The Council’s mission is to assist parents, child care programs
and the community with information and resources to choose child care and to support child care and
early learning options in Orange County. The Council helps parents by providing free child care
referrals. Parents are given information to help them identify high quality child care in order to make
the best choice of care for their child. Additionally, the Council provides technical assistance to child
care providers to improve and enhance the quality of their programs by familiarizing them with early
learning and development best practices. The Council has given small grants to child care programs
that have demonstrated their desire for professional development by achieving NAFCC Accreditation
and/or CDA credential.

We have been supportive of the QUALITYstarsNY initiative to increase the number of high quality early
learning and development programs. The funding from the Early Learning Challenge Grant will enable
New York to fully implement QUALITYstarsNY, an eagerly anticipated quality rating and improvement
system, that would increase access for children to high quality early childhood programs. Our agency
would be actively involved in implementing this initiative at the local level and coaching child care
providers interested in preparing for QUALITYstarsNY to ensure our youngest citizens have the highest
quality programs possible.

Finally, the Council strongly supports proposed efforts to improve the health, nutrition, and social
emotional development of young children, and to better engage and support families in meeting the
needs of their children. It is only through this comprehensive approach that we will be able to close
the achievement gap and ensure that all children, particularly children with high needs, have the
supports and services they need to succeed in school and life. You and your administration are to be
commended in your leadership and we offer our support for the success of the Early Learning
Challenge Grant being awarded to the State of New York.

Sincerely,

(b)(8)

EXecutive Director

As a Child Care Resource and Referral Agency, the Council is a ;unded partner of OCFS NY State; and national activities, as a
leader in local initiatives to bring about accessible, affordable, q%Jality Child Care and Early Learning Services.




## CHILD CARE COUNCIL OF SUFFOLK, INC

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
Janet Walerstein

OFFICERS
Linda Armyn, President

Thomas Buonaluto, Vice President
_ Patricia Quiason, Vice President

Alicla Marks, Secretary
Trevor Davis, Treasurer

Allen B. Breslow, Esq,, Past President

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Lauren R, Baron

Hon. Gregory ). Blass

Liza N. Burby

Jennifer A, Casey, Esq.

llene Sherwyn Cooper, Esq.

Kathleen Deerr

Elizabeth A. Fitzpatrick, Esq,

Vincent Frigeria, 111
Mary G. Garrote
Christopher |. Hilton
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Caroline Levy, Esq.
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Cheryl Zimmer, Esq,
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HONORARY BOARD
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Elizabeth Custodio
Linda Devin-Sheehan
Davld Dubin, Esq.
Sandy Feinberg

Vivlan M., Viloria-Fisher
Kathleen Giamo
Roslyn Goldmacher
Hon. Patrick G. Halpin
Hon. Kara Hahn
Roberta Hunter

Robert Keeler

Joan F. Kuchner, Ph.D.

Thomas McDonagh, Jr., M.D,

Douglas Scherer
Walter W. Stockton
Audrey Van Deusen

October 4, 2013

The Honorable Governor Andrew Cuomo
Governor of New York

Executive Chamber

Albany, NY 12224

Dear Governor Cuomo:;

The Child Care Council of Suffolk, Inc. (the “Council”) strongly supports your
decision to submit a proposal for the New York State’s Early Learning
Challenge Grant. Quality early learning childhood systems are important to
the future success of our children and the economic recovery of our state.
The Council strongly believes in the need for a systematic approach by New
York State to improve accessibility, affordability, and availability of programs
for all children. A comprehensive state-wide approach is an incredible
opportunity to strengthen New York’s position as a national leader in early
care and learning.

The Child Care Council of Suffolk, Inc. is the not-for-profit planning and
coordinating agency dedicated to making child care work for all of Suffolk
County’s diverse communities. Through advocacy, education, and resource
and referral, the Council takes a leadership role in supporting children,
families, providers, employers, and the public to ensure that quality child
care takes its place as an integral part of society.

In 2011, the Child Care Council of Suffalk, Inc. was the second Child Care
Resource & Referral (CCR&R) agency to receive the Quality Assurance
certification from the National Association of Child Care Resource & Referral
Agencies (NACCRRA), a comprehensive, voluntary validation process that
recoghizes the Council as one of the nation’s leading CCR&Rs. This national
seal of approval shows that the Council has succeeded in its mission for the

last 28 years. .

The Council is-a member of many national and state organizations that
support the development of quality initiatives for children, families, and child
care providers, including the Early Care & Learning Council,"a state-wide
network of CCR&Rs and Winning Beginning New York, a state-wide coalition

60 CALVERT AVENUE, COMMACK, NEW YORK {1725 TELEPHONE: 631.462.0303 RIVERHEAD; 631.905.0184 Fax: 631.462.1617
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that advances strategies and concepts to improve early care and learning for
all. Participation in such initiatives has increased our ability to be in the
forefront of many related efforts, such as the initial field testing and rollout
of QUALITYstarsNY. Funding from this grant will enable the expansion of
QUALITYstarsNY to more programs and providers and raise the quality of
services to children with high needs in communities across the state,

The Child Care Council of Suffolk, Inc. believes that all families should have
access to high-quality child care, as it has a positive impact on infants,
toddlers, and preschoolers by providing them with a strong start in life,
attending to their social-emotional development, and providing a solid
foundation for lifelong learning. The Council admires your extraordinary
commitment to children, recognizing that cost-effective investments in early
learning will provide both short and long term educational, social, and
economic benefits. We look forward to continued work with your
administration,
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é- Child Care Council
D of Westchester, Inc.

Quality Early Care and Education... where our future begins

October 7, 2013

The Honorable Andrew M. Cuomo
State of New York State Executive Chamber — State Capitol Building
Albany, New York 12224

Dear Governor Cuomo:

| am writing to express my enthusiastic support for New York’s Race to the Top — Early Learning Challenge Grant
application. The importance of providing New York’s young children, particularly those with high needs, with
high-quality early childhood education cannot be overstated. A survey of Westchester parents in late 2006 by a
national research team found wide dissatisfaction with the quality of child care options in our community,
Shortly thereafter, my organization launched new efforts to improve the quality of child care and to deepen
parents’ understanding of quality indicators.

We weré proud to serve as the Lead Agency for the QUALITYstarsNY (QSNY) Field Test. Last year’s recruitment
campaign for QSNY participants generated twice as many applicants as we sought, clear evidence that child care
businesses want to improve the quality of their operations and have embraced QSNY as the mechanism to do
so. |am pleased to know that New York State’s proposal aims to expand QSNY which will assist parents in
making the best choices for their families and reinforce the industry’s progressive achievement of higher quality
standards. The inclusion of strategies to increase the knowledge and skills of the early childhood workforce is
integral to the success of the overall effort.

Finally, | strongly support proposed efforts to improve the health, nutrition, and social emotional development
of young children, and to better engage and support families in meeting the needs of their children. It is only
through this comprehensive approach that we will be able to close the achievement gap and ensure that all
children, particularly children with high needs, have the supports and services they need to succeed in school
and life.

| commend you and your administration for developing this bold proposal and offer my support for the
successful implementation of this important initiative,

Z

(b)(8)

Executive Director

313 Central Park Avenue, Scarsdale, NY 10583
914.761.3456 Fax 814.761.1957 childcare@cccwny.org Website: ChildCareWestchester.org

Mamber Agency — United Way of Westichester and Putnam, Ing.
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October 4, 2013

Honorable Andrew M. Cuorno 4

Governor

State of New York Executive Chamber — State Capitol Building
Albany, New York 12224

Dear Governor Cuomo:

As a member of your Early Childhood Advisory Council and CEO of Child Care Council, Inc., | am pleased
to have the opportunity to express my support for the New York Race to the Top - Early Learning
Challenge Grant application. During my 30 years of work with the early childhood community in
Western New York, and across the state, it has always been my belief that high quality early childhood
programs were the key to improvement in school graduation rates. This grant will provide the
opportunity for our state to put some real emphasis on this important work.

Rochester was one of first communities to have the opportunity of working with the Quality Stars New
York Program and we know, from that limited experience, how truly transformative this work can be for
providers, parents and children. As our Education Specialists have had the chance to spend some real
quality time with the staff of child care centers and the family child care provtders in their homes we
have realized that this individualized training and mentoring will produce amazing results. Clearly the
education of the adult caregiver is the key to the quality of education for young-children in their care.

The other equally‘ important aspects of this grant application is its emphasis on the health, and social
emotional development of the children in child care plus the care and personal communication with
their families. Together the parents and caregivers partner to nurture and protect the child in the
process of maturity and preparation for success in school, work and life.

Please accept my sincere thanks and that of the child care community in Monroe, Wayne and Livingston
County as you and your administration proceed with the submission of a perfect proposal for this
important funding opportunity for New York State’s youngest citizens. Please feel free to contact me if
| can offer any additional information or support.

(b)(8)

CEO

Main Office
595 Blossom Rd. Suite 120
Rochester, NY 14610-1825
(585) 654-4720 Fax: (585) 654-4721
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Livingston County Branch

3513 Thomas Drive, Suite 4
Lakeville, NY 14480-0670

(583) 346-6050 Fax: (583) 346-6058

WE DO THAT!
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[( network
A CACFP Sponsoring Agency

October 7, 2013

The Honorable Andrew M. Cuomo

Governor

State of New York State Executive Chamber — State Capitol Building
Albany, New York 12224 \

Dear Governor Cuomo:

Child Care Resource Network enthusiastically supports New York's Race to the Top — Early Learning
Challenge Grant application. The importance of providing New York's young children, particularly
children with high needs, with high-quality early childhood education cannot be overstated. Our
mission is to support families, child care providers and the community by developing and advocating for
high quality, accessible, and affordable child care for all children. We believe strongly in the need fora
systematic approach by New York State to improve accessibility, affordability, and availability of
programs for young children. In conjunction with QUALITYstarsNY, we have supported high quality child
care by hosting Learning Communities for family and center based programs and designing professional
development opportunities to meet the identified areas of needed Improvement. We have committed
resources to provide Quality Improvement Planning and Intensive Technical Assistance to implement
strategies to achieve high quality. We are committed to imprbving and expanding high quality services
for young children and their families.

| am pleased to know that New York State’s proposal aims to increase the number of high quality early
learning and development programs by expanding QUALITYstarsNY. With this initiative, the state will be
able to support programs serving children with high needs in improving the quality of their services.
Work that will result in improved outcomes for children. | am also pleased that New York’s proposal
seeks to improve the quality of early childhood education by also including strategies to increase the
knowledge and skills of the early childhood workforce. This combined set of strategies to improve the

quality of early childhood education is admirable.
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Finally, | strongly support proposed efforts to improve the health, nutrition, and social emotional
development of young children, and to better engage and support families in meeting the needs of their
children. It is only through this comprehensive approach that we will be able to close the achievement
gap and ensure that all children, particularly children with high needs, have the supports and services

they need to succeed in school and life.

| commend you and your administration for developing this bold proposal and offer my support for the
successful implementation of this important initiative.

Sincerely,
(b)(6)

Chief Executive Officer
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(b)(6)
Executive Director

235 N, Main St., Suite 11
Spring Valley, NY 10977
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Office Hours: M-F 8:30-4:30

October 2, 2013

The Honorable Andrew M. Cuomo

Governot

State of New York State Executive Chambet — State Capitol Building
Albany, New York 12224

Dear Govetrnotr Cuomo:

I am writing to express my support for New York’s Race to the Top — Eatly Learning Challenge Grant
application. The impottance of providing New Yotk’s young children, patticularly children with high
needs, with high-quality early childhood education cannot be ovetstated. Child Cate Resoutces of
Rockland has been providing setvices to children, families and eatly childhood educators since 1974,
Our mission is to promote, support and enhance the healthy development of all children. Funding
from this grant would ensure that we would be able to continue to develop high-quality early learning
opportunities for all children in Rockland County.

I am pleased to know that New York State’s proposal aims to increase the number of high quality eatly
learning and development programs by expanding QUALITYstarsNY. With this initiative, the state will
be able to support programs serving childten with high needs in improving the quality of their setvices.
'This work that will result in improved outcomes for childten. Child Cate Resoutces of Rockland
patticipated in the pilot program for QUALITYstarsNY, and we are certainly awate of the importance
of quality early childhood education for young children. With this funding we look to expand and
improve eatly learning opportunities in ateas of high need in Rockland County. I am also pleased that
New York’s proposal secks to improve the quality of eatly childhood cducation by including strategies
to increase the knowledge and skills of the early childhood workforce. This combined set of strategies
to improve the quality of eatly childhood education is admitable. Child Care Resoutces of Rockland
will support this work by providing specialized training and technical assistance services to the eatly
childhood ptograms in our county.

Finally, I strongly suppott proposed efforts to improve the health, nuttition, and social/ emotional
development of young children, and to better engage and suppott families in meeting the needs of their
children. It is only through this comprehensive approach that we will be able to close the achievement
gap and ensure that all children, particulatly children with high needs, have the supports and services
they need to succeed in school and life. The wotk we do with families, at Child Cate Resources of
Rockland, will strengthen the support system to meet the needs of the families and achieve the
outcomes of the QUALITY starsNY system.

I commend you and your administration for developing this bold proposal and offer my support for the
successful implementation of this important initiative. ”

Sincetely,
(b)(8)

3 . "
Fxecutive Director
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6724 Thompson Road, Syracuse, NY 13211
CH I lD CARE so l“TlONs 34 Wright Avenue, Auburn, NY 13021

NAVIGATING THE WAY TO HIGH QUALITY CHILD CARE - wwclidearesalutianicriy.aty

October 5, 2013 |

Governor Andrew Cuomo
Executive Chamber

State Capitol

Albany, NY 12224

Dear Governor Cuomo:

| am writing as the Executive Director of Child Care Solutions to express my whole-hearted
support for New York State’s Early Learning Challenge Grant proposal. My organization and the
other Child Care Resource & Referral agencies that serve families and providers in New York State
are ready and able to provide support for the initiatives contained In the proposal.

Child Care Solutions has provided Child Care Resource & Referral Services in Central New
York since 1975. I've been with the agency as a Board member and then a staff member during that
entire perlod. Based on my experiences working with parents and early care and learning programs
in the communities we serve, | believe that New York’s Early Learning Challenge Grant proposal is
" right on target In prioritizing initiatives which will help build a strong, coordinated, high quality and
accessible early care and learning delivery system in our state. '

The central component of the proposal is implementation of QUALITYstarsNY. V've been
working for over eight years with the Early Care & Learning Council and then with the Quality
Improvement Sub-Committee of the NYS Early Childhood Advisory Council to develop
QualitystarsNY. Child Care Solutions was the lead agency coordinating the QSNY field test in
Syracuse in 2010, so | had the opportunity to see the program in action and the impact on the local
child care centers, Prekindergarten programs and family child care homes that participated. | '
believe that QualitystarsNY can provide an engine to drive quality improvement and better
outcomes for young children, | belleve that QualitystarsNY can provide a state-wide Infrastructure
that will integrate all of the other initiatives included in the Early Learning Chalienge Grant
proposal.

As the Executive Director of a Child Care Resource & Referral (CCR&R) agency, | can address
the roles that New York’s CCR&R Network can play in supporting the activitles outlined in the Early
Learning Challenge Grant proposal and providing coordination for QSNY in each of the State’s 10
Economic Development Regions. :
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e CCR&Rs can play a pivotal role in educating parents about QSNY and increasing their
understanding of the components that define quality in early care and learning programs. We
are strategically positioned to help parents use QSNY as a tool to inform and guide their
decisions as service consumers.
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“Child Care Solutions
October 5, 2013
Page 2

e CCR&Rs have the experience and capacity to support particlpatlng QSNY programs in implementing
their quality Improvement plans and improving program quality and outcomes for children across
the state. We have a long history of providing effective assessment, consultation and mentoring for

local early care and learning programs of all modalities. , ‘

o CCR&Rs can support QSNY by helping to develop the skills and abilities of NY State’s early childhood

workforce. CCR&Rs are a primary training and technical assistance resource for the child cate
workforce In our state. We also implement NY State’s regional Infant/ Toddler Network which
provides a specific array of services and supports for programs that work with New York’s youngest
children and families. In addition to working with child care programs and providers, many CCR&Rs,
like Child Care Solutions, also provide training and collaborate on training initiatives for practitioners

* who work in school district Pre-kindergartens, nursery schools and Head Start.

The Early Learning Challenge Grant and the resources it would bring to New York State
represent an enormous opportunity to take the next steps in developing our state-wide early
childhood system. |look forward to working with other partners in my region and across the State

~ to implement this critical work. :

Sincerely,
(b)(6)

-Executive Director [®)©)
Child Care Solutions, Syracuse, NY
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October 1, 2013

The Honorable Andrew M. Cuomo

Governor ‘

State of New York State Executive Chamber — State
Capitol Buiiding

Albany, New York 12224

Dear Governor Cuomo:

| am writing to express my full support for and participation in New York’s Race to the Top — Early
Learning Challenge Grant application. The importance of providing New York's young children,
particularly children with high needs, with high-quality early childhood education cannot be
overstated. My organization, the Child Development Council of Central New York, Inc. {(“Council”) is
both Child Care Resource and Referral (CCRR) agency and offers an array of parenting

" education/home visiting programs. Our overall mission is to promote the healthy development of
children and families at home, in child care and in the community. Quality early learning experiences
are critical to the future success of our children and all the children of New York State.

The Child Development Council is one of the oldest CCRR agencies in New York State, and was
founded on the principle that all families should have access to high quality child care and early
learning enrichments; the Council has focused voluntary, local, state and federal resources ina
community effort to improve the array of supports for families. We provide professional
development for caregivers and intensive onsite evaluations of the program, developmental
questionnaires, goal planning for improvements, coaching, and resources to improve evidence-based
quality benchmarks. Children are at the heart of our work and they are the true beneficiaries.

| am pleased to know that New York State’s proposal aims to increase the number of high quality
early learning and development programs by expanding QUALITYstarsNY. With this initiative, the
state will be able to support programs serving children with high needs in improving the quality of
their services. Work that will result in improved outcomes for children. 1 am also pleased that New
York’s proposal seeks to improve the quality of early childhood education by also including strategies
to increase the knowledge and skills of the early childhood workforce. This combined set of
strategies to improve the quality of early childhood education is admirable.

Finally, | strongly support proposed efforts to improve the health, nutrition, and social emotional
development of young children, and to better engage and support families in meeting the needs of
their children. It is only through this comprehensive approach that we will be able to close the
achievement gap and ensure that all children, particularly children with high needs, have the
supports and services they need to succeed in school and life. '

| commend you and your administration for developing this bold proposal and offer my support for
the successful implementation of this important initiative,

)Sincerelvf». /

Chief Executive Officer
Child Care Resource and Referral e Family Support Services e Teen Pregnancy/Parenting Program

609 West Clinton Street, Ithaca, NY 14850 Phone: 607-273-0259 Fax: 607-273-3141
111 Port Watson Street, Cortland, NY 14945 Phone: 607-753-0106 Fax: 607-753-0119
www.ChildbevelopmentCouncil.org info@ChildDevelopmentCouncit.org




Child Development
Support Corporation

Executive Director
Marcia Rowe-Riddick

Board of Directors
Fela Barclift

Jeffery Batts

Lena Hayes

Damon Wadsworth
Sandra Watson, Chair

Programs

Child Care Resource & Referral

Head Start & UPre-K

Infant & Toddler Resources

Services

Emergency Food Pantry
Public Wi-Fi

Training & Workshops
Youth Development

352-358 Classon Avenue
Brooklyn, New York 11238
P 718 398 2050

F 718230 0112
www.cdscnyc.org

October 8, 2013

The Honorable Governor Andrew M. Cuomo
State of New York State Executive Chamber
State Capitol, Albany, New York 12224

Dear Governor Cuomo:

The Child Development Support Corporation, CDSC would like to express our support for
New York’s Race to the Top —Early Learning Challenge Grant application. CDSCisa
not-for-profit social services agency located in Brooklyn, New York, that has over the
past 35 years dedicated our efforts to provide needed services to the underserved in the
community. One such service is the Child Care Resource and Referral Program. Through
this program we have been able to provide training and technical assistance to families
and early care and learning providers. The importance of providing New York’s young
children, particularly children with high needs, with high-quality early childhood -
education cannot be overstated. It is very important that the children of New York City
be giveh a chance to succeed, by having available high quality programs and safety nets
that will support their dreams and the will of their parents.

We are pleased to know that New York State’s proposal aims to increase the number of
high quality early learning and development programs by expanding QUALITYstarsNY.
With this initiative, the state will be able to support programs serving children with high
needs in improving the quality of their services, Work that will result in improved
outcomes for children as well as improve the quality of early childhood education by
implementing strategies to increase the knowledge and skills of the early childhood
workforce.

Finally, we strongly support proposed efforts to improve the health, nutrition, and social
emotional development of young children, and to better engage and support families in
meeting the needs of their children. it is only through this comprehensive approach
that we will be able to close the achievement gap and ensure that all children,
particularly children with high needs, have the support and services they need to
succeed in school and life.

Building Communities by Strengthenving Families Since 1975°
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We commend you and your administration for developing this bold proposal and offer
our support for the successful implementation of this important initiative.

Sincerely,

(b)(8)

Executive Director

Building Communities by Strengthening Families Since 1975
45




““NIAGARA COMMUNITY ACTION PROGRAM, INC. o (o-(
§

1521 Main-Street, Niagara Falls, New York 14305-2521 716/ 285-0681 Fax 716/ 285-9693
E-mail niagaracap@prodigy.net N .

Serving Niagara County
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October 7, 2013 ‘ N
The Honorable Andrew M. Cuomo i ‘
Governor , i :
State of New York State Executive Chamber — State Capitol Building .
Albany, NY 12224 § ;
Dear Governor Cuomo: ‘ ‘ ' { :
4
I am writing to'express my support for New York's Race to the Top — Early Learning Challenge
Grant application. The importance of providing New York's young children, particularly :

children with high needs, with high-guality early childhood education is greatly needed. ;

| am pleased to know that New York State's proposal aims to increase the number of high
quality early learning and development programs by expanding QUALITYstarsNY, With this
initiative, the state will be able to support programs serving children with high needs. Work i s
that will result in improved outcomes for children. For example, the Niagara County Child Care ;

Resource and Referral (CCR&R) program works with all child care providers in an effort to :

improve the quality of services for young children and their families. The CCR&R provides &
technical assistance, on-site intensive technical assistance, training, and quality incentive :
grants to registered, licensed and legally-exempt child care programs. We also work to
educate parents on what a quality child care program looks like.

Finally, | strongly support proposed efforts to improve the health, nutrition, and social !
emotional development of young children through family support and encouragement. It is > ;
only through this comprehensive approach that we will be able to ensure that all children,
particularly those with high needs, have the support and service needed to succeed in school

and life.

P ——— S S

Please look favorably upon the proposal.

Sincerely,
(b)(6)

‘Executive Director

SS/spb
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The Committee for Hispanic Children and Families, Inc.

(b)(6)
Founder & President/CEO
soard of Directors

Denise Durham Wiliams
Chaiperson

(b)(6)

vice Chaiperson

Guitermo Sucre
Treasirer

(b)(6)
Secretary

(b)(8)

Corporcite-Ad

Chairperson

(b)(8)

NATIONALCOUNCILOTTARVA

110 Willlam Street, Suite 1802, New:York,‘NY ]0038 T: 212-206-1090 F: 212-206-8093 www.chcfinc.org

October 8, 2013

The Honorable Governor Andrew Cuomo
Executive Chamber

State Capitol

Albany, NY 12224

Dear Governor Cuomo:

The Committee for Hispanic Children & Families, Inc. (CHCF) is pleased to submit a letter of intent for
New York’s application for the Race to the Top Early Learning Challenge Grant. The Early Learning
Challenge Grant will:

e Expand QUALITYstarsNY to more early childhood programs and providers, and raise the
quality of services to children with high needs in communities across the state;

e Continue our efforts to strengthen and expand our early childhood education professional
development system — New York Works for Children;

e Implement new strategies for improving the health, nutrition, and social-emotional devel-
opment of young children;

e Strengthen efforts to support programs that are serving young children and engaging and
supporting families; and

o Build a comprehensive early childhood data system that will guide the program and policy
decisions that will help us operate a more effective system of services.

CHCF has a long history of providing quality early care and education, youth development and policy
services in low-income communities in New York City. For more than 30 years, CHCF has worked to
improve the quality of local child care programs through bilingual training of providers and individual-
ized technical assistance services. CHCF has offered a variety of child development trainings, in addition
to CPR, First Aid, Medication Administration, Health & Safety, and the Child Development Associate, to
name a few. Moreover, CHCF provides families of all income levels with information, consultation and
referrals to early care and learning options in their area. We are partners in the New York City Child
Care Resource and Referral Consortium and the Regional Infant Toddler Resource Center serving the.
five boroughs of New York City. In the policy arena, CHCF also works with state and city lawmakers,
education experts and community members in order to address the educational needs of Latino English
Language Learners of all ages.
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The Committee for Hispanic Children and Families, Inc.
110 William Street, Suite 1802, New York, NY 10038 T: 212-206-1090 F: 212-206-8093 www.chcfinc.org

The federal Early Learning Challenge Grant is timely and will be instrumental in addressing child‘care
from a comprehensive perspective by aligning and enhancing existing resources, incorporating linguistic

BIG) and cultural competency aspects that affect learning, language acquisition and cognitive development.
Founder & PresidemCED As QSNY implementation moves forward, the infrastructure should be constructed to bring QSNY to

scale throughout the state. This infrastructure should be integrated with existing delivery systems to

Board of Directors
achieve coherence, cost-effectiveness, sustainability and accessibility to low-income families.

[(b)(6)

Chalrperson
(b)(6)
Vice Chaliperson CHCF has a well- trained and experienced bilingual professional staff, with ample knowledge in accessing
(b)(6) local community resources. CHCF has maintained long -standing relationships with local early care and

fioqsdrer education programs and with parents of all income levels. Moreover, CHCF has been actively engaged in

the process of designing and implementing QSNY. Some highlights of our participation include the field
test design and taking a leadership role as a recruitment agency for QSNY by enrolling child care
programs into the system.

(b)(8)

CHCF has vast experience regarding local training and technical assistance resources to direct and sup-
port QSNY participants in the implementation of their Quality Improvement Plans (QIPs). We are also
positioned to collaborate with higher education institutions and other training agencies to fill resource
gaps and help QSNY participants meet their goals. Additionally, CHCF is familiar with the NYS child care
Corporate Advitory Board regulations that apply to the vast majority of QSNY participants and which will ensure an alignment be-
(b)(6) ' tween regulatory and QSNY quality standards. Most importantly, CHCF has the capacity, ‘cultural
sensitivity, knowledge and expertise of serving the diverse Latino communities of NYC.

CHCF has also served on the Quality Improvement Work Group of the Early Childhood Advisory Council,
and provided cultural competence training to the QSNY Quality Improvement Specialists. Furthermore,
CHCF has created the Latino Coalition for Early Care & Education (LCECE), a policy initiative to ensure the
availability and quality of culturally and linguistically appropriate early education programs for Latino
children and English Language Learners.

CHCE will continue with its commitment in combining education and advocacy to expand opportunities
for children and families, and strengthen the voice of the Latino community. The Early Learning Chal-
lenge Grant will help support our commitment to continuous quality improvement in early education
programs.

I thank you for your work and commitment to the early education of all children in New York.
RTONLIASULANARA

Respectfully Yours,
(b)(6)

President/CEO . 48




Day Care Council of New York, Inc., 2082 Lexington Avenue, Suite 204, New York, NY 10035
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Qctober 8, 2013

The Honorable Andrew M. Cuomo
Governor State of New York -

Executive Chamber — State Capitol Building
Albany, New York 12224 L

Dear Governor Cuomo:

The Day Care Council of New York strongly supports New York's Race to

the Top — Early Learning Challenge Grant application. We are excited that

the importance of providing New York's children with high-quality early
childhood education is a centerpiece in your administration. We sincerely
thank you for all that you have already done to make early childhood
education a priority. T

The Day Care Council of New York (DCCNY), a 501(C) 3 membership

organization, was established in 1952 for nonprofit child care and family
child care-programs serving low-income families in New York City.
Currently, our membership includes 112 non-profit organizations that
operate 240 early childhood programs throughout the City, serving more
than 40,000 young children. Our mission is to seek support for and assist in
the development of quality child and family care services. We are
committed to programs and services which are designed to promote the
sound growth and development of children and their families necessary for

a healthy society.

For more than 26 years, the DCCNY has operated a child care resource
and referral agency devoted to assisting child care providers, parents and
policymakers understand the importance of quality early childhood services
and their impact on maintaining a productive community for future
generations, We are proud to note that the DCCNY was the first agency to
receive a CCR&R grant in NYC in 1988. Over the years through this:
funding, we have maintained a sterling commitment to early childhood
professionals and families in our City. - . :

_We are pleased to know that New York State's grant application aims to
" increase the number of high quality early childhood education programs by
_expanding QUALITY Stars NY. The expansion of QUALITY Stars will

provide much needed training, assessment and support for all early
childhood settings. We are eager to become a part of this endeavor which
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Race to the Top — Early Learning Challenge Grant
Support Letter
Page 2

will open new opportunities for existing and new early childhood programs by instituting a
roadmap to excellence in education. Currently, we operate an Early Childhood Professional
. Development Training Institute designed to offer early childhood training workshops for
individuals and nonprofit organizations. Workshop participants are eager to learn the
necessary knowledge and skills to operate a program that includes high quality social,
developmental and educational components. We strive to help them accomplish their goals.

in addition, the inclusion of strategies to increase the knowledge and skills of the early
childhood workforce cannot be overstated. Our member agencies’ workforce is unionized
under two separate labor unions: District Council 1707 (teachers and support staff) and the
Council of Supervisors and Administrators (administrative staff). As their membership
organization, we have the unique role of serving as the management representative for
collective bargaining discussions with the unions, a position the Day Care Council assumed in
the 1970's. The Council and the unions are united in the goal of sustaining a highly skilled
workforce.. Together, we know it's critical to have statewide quality standards and a defined
career ladder to achieve a successful early childhood system. ‘

In 2012, we were awarded funding by the New York City Council to assist displaced child care
professionals and support staff due to the City’s implementation of the Early Learn system for
agencies contracted by the Administration for Children Services to operate child care and

Head Start programs., We created the Early Childhood Employment Partnership by working
closely with the unions to identify individusls who need work and recruit employers to advertise
jobs on our website. Our work in this area has been successful in helping to generate on
average 200 job openings which are readily available on our website and approximately 60 job
placements over the past year. This is only one example of how much professional

development initiatives are solely needed in the system and how on target the strategies are in

the Race to the Top proposal. .

We commend you and your administration for its continuing efforts to recognize the
importance of early childhood education. We applaud and will work with you to achieve the

goals delineated in New York’s Race to the Top proposal.

Again, thank you for your vision and all that you do for New York's youngest citizens and their
families.

(b)(8)

£ . n
Executive Director
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SERVING
DELAWARE COUNTY

HEAD START
RESPITE CARE
SERVICES COORDINATION
BIG BUDDY
PARENT AIDE
DAY CARE
RESOURCE/REFERRAL
(Registration)
(Subsidies)
(USDA Sponsor)
(Inspections)
HEALTHY FAMILIES

SENIOR DINING
SAFE AGAINST VIOLENCE
(Domestic Violence)
(Rape Crisis)

(Crime Victims)

JOBS WORK CREW
JOB COACHES

EMPLOYMENT AND TRAINING
COMMUNITY FOOD AND NUTRITION
WEATHERIZATION

HOUSING ASSISTANCE AND
GCOMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT

{Housing Devetopment)
(Homeownershiprrenant Counssling)
{Rental Asslistance)
(Rousing Rehabilitation)

HEAP
FAMILY DEVELOPMENT

FAMILY RESIDENCES ‘
{NDEPENDENT LIVING SKILLS

wiC
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website: www.delawareopportunities.org

October 11, 2013

The Honorable Andrew M. Cuomo

. Governor

state of New York State Executive Chamber — State Capito! Building
Albany, New York 12224

Dear Governor Cuomo:

| am writing on behalf of Delaware Opportunities inc. t0 express our support for
New York’s Race to the Top — Early Learning Challenge Grant application. The
importance of providing New York’s young children, particularly children with high
needs, with high-quality early childhood education cannot be overstated. Delaware
Opportunities has supported this concept beginning in 1966 with the initiation of

~ Head Start Services in Delaware County. In 1983 we began the process of

developing high quality early child education and development in a family and group
family day care network. We have continued this commitment as a Child Care
Resource and Referral agency, recently accredited by the Child Care Aware of
America. g

We are pleased to know that New York State’s proposal aims to increase the
number of high quality early tearning and development programs by expanding
QUALITYstarsNY. With this initiative, the state will be able to support programs
serving children with high needs in improving the quality of their services which will
result in improved outcomes for children. We are also pleased that New York’s
proposal seeks to improve the quality of early childhood education by also including
strategies to increase the knowledge and skills of the early childhood workforce.
This combined set of strategies to improve the quality of early childhood education.
is right on target

Finally, we strongly support proposed efforts to improve the health, nutrition, and
social emotional development of young children, and to better engage and support
families in meeting the needs of their children. [t is only through this
comprehensive approach that we will be able to close the achievement gap and
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ensure that all children, particularly children with high needs, have the supports and services they need
to succeed in school and life.

We commend you and your administration for developing this bold proposal and offer my support for

the successful implementation of this important initiative.

Sincerely,
(b)(6)

Executive Director
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24 Cherry Street, Johnson City, NY 13790
Phone: 607-723-8313 Fax: 607-723-6173

Eorichment
Network info@familyenrichment.cc
October 1, 2013

The Honorable Andrew M. Cuomo

Governor

State of New York State Executive Chamber — State Capitol Building
Albany, New York'12224

Dear Governor Cuomo:

I am writing to express my support for New York’s Race to the Top — Early Learning Challenge Grant
application. The importance of providing New York’s young children, particularly children with high needs,
with high-quality early childhood education cannot be overstated. Family Enrichment Network, Inc. provides
many services and programs for the optimal development of children and families. We believe in coordinating
children and family services using a comprehensive and collaborative approai:h to improve their quality of life
while ensuring the greatest value for investment in child, adult, and parent development.

| am pleased to know that New York State’s proposal aims to increase the number of high quality early learning
and development programs by expanding QUALITYstarsNY. With this initiative, the state will be able to
support programs serving children with high needs in improving the quality of their services. Work that will
result in improved outcomes for children. | am also pleased that New York’s proposal seeks to improve the
quality of early childhood education by also including strategies to increase the knowledge and skills of the
early childhood workforce. This combined set of strategies to improve the quality of early childhood

education is admirable.

Finally, | strongly support proposed efforts to improve the health, nutrition, and social emotional development
of young children, and to better engage and support families in meeting the needs of their children. Itis only
through this comprehensive approach that we will be able to close the achievement gap and ensure that all
children, particularly children with high needs, have the supports and services they need to succeed in school

and life.

I commend you and your administration for developing this bold proposal and offer my support for the
successful implementation of this important initiative. ' o

Sincerely A

(b)(8)

Executive Director
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10/9/13

The Honorable Andrew M. Cuomo

Governor

State of New York State Executive Chamber — State Capitol Building
Albany, New York 12224

Dear Governor Cuomo:

On behalf of the Board of Directors and staff of Family of Woodstock Inc, |
would like to support your efforts to improve the quality of early childhood
education throughout New York State and specifically the states effort to
access federal funding from the Race to the Top initiative.  Family’s child
care resource and referral program is committed to supporting the
implementation of the initiatives contained in the proposal.

Family was part of the first wave of child care resource and referral agencies
established by Work Family Directions to respond to IBM’s request for a
national network of CCRR agencies. We provide support for families through
referrals and counseling, and support provider through training, technical
assistance, and administration of the Child and Adult Food Program.

We are aware of the significant potential to improve school readiness,
parental knowledge, and quality of care provided to New York State’s
residents through the Race to the Top initiative. if successful the state
would expand the Quality Stars NY program and would be able to:
expanded staff training; improved parent knowledge of what constitutes
quality care; and improve services to children with disabilities.

We wish to support your efforts to improve early childhood development and
create a seamless transition from quality early care to school. Weare
pleased that you recognize that investment in early childhood care is critical
to the economic and social wellbeing of New York State residents.

- Good luck with your proposal.

Best regards e

(b)(8)

Executive Director
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COMMUNITY ACTION PLANNING COUNCIL
OF JEFFERSON COUNTY, INC.

October 3, 2013

The Honorable Andrew M. Cuomo

Governor

State of New York State Lixecutive Chamber - State Capitol Building
Albany. New York 12224

Dear Governor Cuomo:

Jelferson-Lewis Childeare Project fully supports New York’s Race to the Top - Early
Learning Challenge Grant application. The importance of providing New York's young
children, particularly children with high needs, with high-quality early childhood education
cannot be overstated. As a member of New York’s Child Care Resource & Referral
network ., we are actively engaged in building the quality of child care programs. and
ensuring that parents have acceess to care that meets their needs. We know that the health
of our local economy depends on parents who can work confidently. children who are
prepared for school success. and employers who can grow because of a skilled and capable
workforec.

[ am pleased 1o know that New York State’s proposal aims.1o increase the number of high
quality carly learning and development programs by expanding QUALITYstarsNY. With
this initiative, the state will be able to support programs serving children with high needs in
improving the quality ol their services, Work that will result in improved outcomes for
children. 1am also pleased that New York s proposal secks 10 improve the quality of early
childhood education by also including strategies to increase (he knowledge and skills of the
carly childhood worklorce.  This combined set o [ strategics to improve the quality of carly
childhood education is admirable. '

Finally. | strongly support proposcd cfforts to improve the health, nutrition, and social
emotional development of young children, and to better engage and support families in
meeting the needs of their children. 1tis only through this comprehensive approach that we
will be able to close the achievement gap and ensure that all children, particularly children
with high needs, have the supports and services they need to succeed in school and life.

I commend you and your administration for developing this bold proposal and offer my
support for the suceessiul implementation of this important initiative.

Sinccrel‘y.
B)6) l(b)(6)

Director
Jefferson-lLewis Childcare Project

518 Davidson Street, Watertowi, New York 13601 Telephone: e 1 tax (b)(6)
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. Helping People. Changing Lives. .
409 East State Street community 5073 Clinton Street Road
Albion, NY 14411 - Batavia, NY 14020
ction =7
Fax: ® Fax:

of Orleans & Genesee
www.caoginc.org

Octobher 3, 2013

The Honorable Andrew M. Cuomo, Governor :
State of New York State Executive Chamber — State Capitol Building

New York 12224
» ACT - Helping Youth Albany, New York 122

Act Responsibly ‘
Dear Governor-Cuomo:

« CATS - Community Action  \Ne are writing to express our support (individually and as representatives of Community Action

Transportation System of Orleans and Genesee, Inc.) for New York’s Race to the Top — Early Learning Challenge Grant

application. The importance of providing New York’s young children, particularly children with

« Child Care high needs, with high-quality early childhood education cannot be overstated. Our agency has
Resource & Referral proven our commitment to this cause through providing Head Start since 1965 and CCR&R

services since 1992 to children at risk in both Orleans and Genesee counties.

G ity Acti : ' . ; ' : :
omimnity ACton We are very pleased that New York State’s proposal aims to increase the number of high quality

Angel early learning and development programs by expanding QUALITYstarsNY. With this initiative,
the state will be able to support programs serving children with high needs by improving the
* Eastern Orleans quality of their services. We desire to see QUALITYstarsNY available to providers in all counties
Community Center so that quality care is available to all high needs children. This will result in improved outcomes

for children. In addition, we are a pleased that the proposal seeks to improve the quality of
« Emergency Services/ early childhood education by including strategies that increase the knowledge and skills of early
Family Development childhood providers. This combined set of strategies to improve the quality of early childhood
education is admirable.

’.HeadS'm, Finally, we strongly support proposed efforts to improve the health, nutrition, and social
emotional development of young children, and to better engage and support families in meeting
 Home Rehabilitation the needs of their children. It is only through this comprehensive approach that we will be able

to close the achievement gap and ensure that all children, particularly children with high needs,

have the supports and services they need to succeed in school and life.
» The Main Street Store/

Employment Services You and your administration are to be commended for developing this bold proposal and we
offer our support for the successful implementation of this important initiative.
« Weatherization/ (B)(E)
Energy Services Sincerely,’

(b)(8)

Executive Director Director of Children & Youth Services CCR&R Supervisor
CC: |(b)(6) Deputy Diggctor NYS Council on Children and Families
(b)(6) Executive Director Early Care and Learning Council
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Integrated Community Planning of Oswego County, Inc.

child Care & Development Council Tobacco Free Network Traffic Safety Board
317 West 1% Street, Sulte 111, Oswego, NY 13126 (b)) www.lcpoc.org

October 9, 2013

Governor Andrew M. Cuomo
Executive Chamber - State Capitol Building
Albany, New York 12224

Dear Governor Cuomo:

On behalf of Integrated Community Planning of Oswego County, Inc. (ICP), 1am pleased to offer this letter
of intent for New York's Race to the Top - Early Learning Challenge Grant application. High-quality early
care and learning experiences for New York's young children, especially those with special needs, is
central to improving health and developmental outcomes for this most vulnerable population. I1CP’s
demonstrated commitment to providing superior services to that end is evidenced by our recent
validation from the Child Care Aware of America Quality Assurance program, establishing us as one of the
nation’s leading Child Care Resource & Referral agencies.

New York State’s proposal to increase the number of high quality early learning and development
programs by expanding QUALITYstarsNY further supports improved outcomes for children. Through this
initiative, the state will be able to support programs serving children to improve the quality of their
experiences. An integral step to reach this goal is the proposed improvement in the quality of early
childhood education by including strategies to increase the knowledge and skills of the early childhood
workforce. ICP also supports this objective through the training and technical assistance opportunities
our organization provides to these professionals.

| am particularly encouraged by the proposed efforts to improve the health, nutrition, and social
emotional development of young children, and to better engage and support families in meeting the needs
of their children. Itis only through this comprehensive approach that we will be able to close the
achievement gap and ensure that all children, particularly children with high needs, have the supports
and services they need to succeed in school and life. Currently, ICP leads a group of Oswego County
health and human service providers who convene regularly to provide a collaborative approach to these
same issues. The availability of additional resources through this proposal will strengthen our
coordination of these local efforts to connect with and assist families with young children.

~ ICP stands ready to support the successful implementation of this critical initiative and applauds you and

your administration for your dedication to the children and families of our State.

Sincerely,
(b)(6)

Executive Director
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S | Schoharie County
Community . Program, Inc..

793 Fast Main Street Suite 5. Cobleskill, New York 12043
(RERY 234225687 296-8523% Fax 234-3507
Lol Free - (866) 849-2402
wwwseeapine oy camail adimin @ secapioc.ary )

October 11, 2013

The Honorable Andrew M. Cuomo
Governor
State of New York State Executive Chamber — State Capitol Building

Albany, New York 12224
Dear Governor Cuomo:

| am writing to express my support for New York’s Race to the Top — Early Learning Challenge Grant
application. The importance of providing New York’s young children, particularly children with high.
needs, with high-quality early childhood education cannot be overstated.

I am pleased to know that New York State’s proposal aims to increase the number of high quality early
learning and development programs by expanding QUALiTYstarsNY. With this initiative, the state will be
able to support programs serving children with high needs in improving the quality of their services.
Work that will result in improved outcomes for children. | am also pleased that New York’s proposal
seeks to improve the quality of early childhood education by also including strategies to increase the
knowledge and skills of the early childhood workforce. This combined set of strategies to improve the
quality of eérly childhood education is admirable.

Finally, | strongly support proposed efforts to improve the health, nutrition, and social emotional
development of young children, and to better engage and support families in meeting the needs of their
children. Itis only through this comprehensive approach that we will be able to close the achievement
gap and ensure that all children, particularly children with high needs, have the supports and services
they need to succeed in school and life,

| commend you and your administration for developing this bold proposal and offer my support for the
successful implementation of this important initiative.

Sincerely,

Még Parsdn‘S
Director, Child Care Resource Center
Schoharie County Community Action Program, Inc

Community Development # Child Care Resource # Employment * Family Supportive Services * Weatherization * WIC
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o Southern Adirondack

Child Care Network

October 11,2013

Honorable Andrew M. Cuomo

Governor

State of New York Executive Chamber-State Capital Building
Albany, New York 12224

Dear Governor Cuomo:

Please accept this letter as an expression of our complete support of New York State's Race to the
Top- Early Learning Grant application. The expansion of high quality early childhood education is of
paramount importance to the youngest children in all of our New York communities,

The Southern Adirondack Child Care Network is a child care resource and referral agency serving child
care providers, parents and businesses in Hamilton, Warren and Washington Counties. Our mission is
to strengthen the quality of children's early care and learning, and to this end our services include:

e Recruiting, training and providing technical assistance for child care providers
e Assisting parents with finding and selecting quality child care

¢ Working with employers to support the child care needs of their employees
o Educating the community about child care needs and issues '

| am aware that the goal of the Early Learning Challenge Grant is to increase the number of high quality
early learning and development programs by expanding QUALITYstarsNY. Asa member of the State’s
Child Care Resource and Referral Network, our agency is prepared to deliver the following services to
promote and expand the level of quality among child care programs in our service delivery area:

. Parent outreach and orientation to QUALITYstarsNY and consumer referrals to
QUALITYstarsNY-related programs.

2. Program and provider outreach, recruitment and orientation to QUALITYstarsNY,

3. Training, technical assistance and mentoring to help QUALITYstarsNY participants implement
quality improvement plans and reach progressively higher levels of quality.

4, Localized management of grants and stipends that service a QUALITYstarsNY incentives.

5. Ongoing engagement of community stakeholders, including parents and business leaders, in
support of a high quality system of early care and learning.

88 Broad Street, Glens Falls, NY 12801 « Officg; (518) 798-7972 + Toll-Free: (800) 807-3224
www.sacenorg « info@sacen.org




The Southern Adirondack Child Care Network believes that the Early Learning Challenge funding will
have a profound impact on the expansion of high quality early care land learning programs in our region,
which in turn, will help ensure that our youngest citizens receive the high quality child care that they
deserve and that they need in order to build the solid foundation to support their successful
development in school and life.

I thank you and your administration for developing the Early Learning Challenge proposal and we offer
our support for the successful implementation of this important initiative.

(b)(8)

Executive Director
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YOUR LINK TO
QUALITY CHILD CARE

October 2, 2013

Governor Andrew M. Cuomo

State of New York State Executive Chamber
State Capitol Building

Albany, New York 12224

Dear Governor Cuomo:

I am writing to express my support and gratitude for New York’s Race to the Top — Early Learning
Challenge Grant application. The importance of providing New York’s young children, particularly
children with high needs, with high-quality early childhood education cannot be overstated. We here in
Sullivan County serve a large population of low income and at risk children. We have been encouraging
our child care providers to continue working to become a high quality program for the past several years
hoping that when there finally is funding for QUALITYstarsNY, our providers are well positioned to
receive at least a three star rating.

I am pleased to know that New York State’s proposal aims to increase the number of high quality early
learning and development programs by expanding QUALITYstarsNY. With this initiative, the State will
be able to support programs serving children with high needs by improving the quality of their services.
Work that will result in improved outcomes for children. I am pleased that New York’s proposal seeks to
improve the quality of early childhood education by also including strategies to increase the knowledge
and skills of the early childhood workforce. The Sullivan County Child Care Council, Inc. is a ‘
501(C)(3). We have been providing resources to the families and child care providers in Sullivan County,
New York since 1984. We believe in high quality early care and education and fully understand the
impact it has on our community and society as a whole. Our agency is committed to providing high
quality services; for example, our training staff is required to be credentialed through NAEYC (National
Association of Early Childhood Education) to maintain their position as a trainer.

Finaily, I strongiy support proposed efforts to improve the heaith, nutrition, and social emotional
development of young children, and to better engage and support families in meeting the needs of their
children. It is only through this comprehensive approach that we will be able to close the achievement
gap and ensure that all children, particularly children with high needs, have the support and services they
need to succeed in school and life.

I commend you and your administration for developing this bold proposal and offer my support and
gratitude for the successful implementation of this important initiative.

Sincerely,

Executive Director

7 Community Lane, Liberty, NY 12754 MaiL: PO, Box 186, Ferndale, NY 12734-0186
pHONE: [P© | rou FREE:@(G), | Fax: [B® |

ra L Y

E-FAIL: |(b)(6) | WEBSITE: www.scchildcare.com




St. Lawrence
Child Care Council, Inc

“Quality Child Care ... Good Beginnings Never End”

October 7, 2013

Governor Andrew Cuomo
Executive Chamber

State Capitol

Albany, NY 12224

Dear Governor Cuomo,

I am writing as the Executive Director of the St. Lawrence Child Care Council to express my support of
New York State’s Early Learning Challenge Grant proposal. The St. Lawrence Child Care Council has
been St. Lawrence County’s central source for early childhood information and support services for over
20 years serving families, employers, child care and early care and learning programs, community
partners and community members. - '

One of the critical components of this proposal is the implementation of QualitystarsNY which will
develop a strong, high quality early care and learning system for all children and families in New York
State. I believe that quality child care and early learning environments are critical key infrastructure
components that will have a direct impact upon and support future economic development efforts in my
county and throughout New York State.

I also strongly support proposed efforts to improve the health, nutrition, social emotional development of
young children and to better engage and support families in meeting the needs of their children. Through
this comprehensive approach we will be better able to close the achievement gap and ensure that all
children have the supports and services they need to succeed in school and life.

I commend you and your administration for developing such a bold proposal. My organization and the
entire network of Child Care Resource & Referral agencies in New York State are ready and capable of
providing support for these initiatives.

Sincerely,
(b)(6)

Executive Director

QUALITY ASSURED

314 Ford Street  Ogdensburg, NY 13669 - [*© Tel. - [6)6) Fax

www.stlawrencechildcare.org

( arLy Care 4
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earLy care
L earning COUNCIL

New York’s child care resource network

October 7, 2013

Governor Andrew Cuomo

Executive Chamber

State Capitol ‘ ;
Albany, NY 12224

Dear Governor Cuomo:

The Early Care & Learning Council (ECLC) and New York State’s Child Care Resource and Referral
(CCR&R) agencies wholehearted support New York State’s Race to the Top Early Learning Challenge
(RTT-ELC) grant application. As the network hub for NYS CCR&R agencies, we provide a variety of
services that will support the high quality system components included in the RTT-ELC grant including
coordination, technical support and training, mentoring and coaching to the CCR&R network that
provides a framework for joint problem solving and program expansion. '

CCR&Rs are organized by county or multi-county regions, many of which include a mix of urban and
rural communities. This important network provides information about early care and education to
parents, public officials, the media, civic leaders and the public. All perform annual needs assessments,
and are active in community collaborations to improve the quality and availability of early care and
learning services. All of New York State’s CCR&R agencies and the ECLC are engaged in the process of
meeting national accreditation standards for CCR&R practice developed by the National Association of
Child Care Resource & Referral Agencies, NACCRRA. This will ensure high quality standard service
delivery across the state. N

CCR&R agencies have the unigue ability to provide the links to parents, child care providers, community
agencies, local governments and employers. Each CCR&R agency provides families of all incomes with
information, consultation and referrals to child care and early learning options. Each year, CCR&Rs
connect via phone, e-mail, internet and in-person with thousands of parents in every part of the state
and participate in community efforts to improve the quality and availability of early care and education
services.

The Early Learning Challenge funding is critical in expanding services to the youngest and most at risk
children in our state. The development of this grant applica{ion is the culmination of larger efforts in
New York State to fully implement a Quality Rating and Improvement System (QUALITYstarsNY) and
align various early learning standards and guidelines. The CCR&R network had a central role in the
development of the QRIS system and will continue to provide leadership and services as the system is
expanded.

The Early Care & Learning Council is well-positioned to provide state-level coordination to the CCR&R
network agencies supporting QUALITYstarsNY implementation throughout the state. This will include
technical assistance, training and curriculum development to ensure consistent service provision;‘
participation in statewide planning efforts; coordination of data collection and reporting; evaluation of
services and providing quality assurance for CCR&R network services.

@ 230 Washington Avenue Extension, Albany, NY 12203 & Phone: 518-690-4217 i Fax:518-690-2887 &
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The ECLC and our network of CCR&R agencies will support the continued implementation of
QUALITYstarsNY in their communities whether directly or through partnering relationships in multiple
ways. Highlights of our work to support NYS's efforts will include:

Continued parent and community outreach and orientation to the QUALITYstarsNY system and
standards.

Consumer referrals to QSNY-rated programs in their area (the existing CCR&R database software
is already programmed to provide and track these referrals).

program and provider outreach, recruitment and orientation to QUALITYstarsNY, including
project evaluation.

Assisting QUALITYstarsNY participants with the development of program improvement plans
based on assessments.

On-site Technical Assistance and mentoring designed to implement quality improvement plans
and advance programs along the quality continuum.

individualized professional development.

Specialized Technical Assistance provided by Infant/Toddler Specialists and Child Care Health
Consultants.

Regional QUALITYstarsNY service centers.

Providing a continuum of learning opportunities in many formats, schedules and locations,
including training on NYS framework tools. (QUALITYstarsNY, Core Body of Knowledge, Early
Learning Guidelines)

We enthusiastically support the New York State application for the Early Learning Challenge grant.
Together we will establish a high quality system of early care and education that meets the needs of our
youngest New Yorkers and moves our state forward.

Sincerely,

Executive Director Board Chair

Early Care & Learning Council

Early Care & Learning Council

We submit this letter on behalf of the Early Care & Learning Council and the network of CCR&R agencies
across New York State. Our network of agencies is in full support of the grant application and is listed on

the next page.

7 230 Washington Avenue Extension, Albany, NY 12203 % Phone: (©)®) @ Fax: (p)(e)
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Child Care Services Director
ACCORD Corporation

(b)(®) Executive Director

Adirondack Community Action Programs, Inc.

[®)®) ,
Program Director
Catholic Charities of Delaware & Otsego

(b)(6) Executive Director

Capital District Child Care Council, Inc.
(b)(6) ’

Executive Director
Center for Children's Initiatives

e | ccR&R Director
Chautauqua Child Care Council

(b)(6) Executive Director

Chemung County Child Care Council, inc.

(b)) Director
Chinese American Planning Council, Inc.

b)(6

|( el _ |Executive Director
Child Care Coordinating Council of the North
Country, Inc.

|(b)(®) | Executive Director
Child Care Council of Orange County, Inc.

(b)(6) .

CCR&R Director
Child Care Council of Oneida County, Cornell
Cooperative Ext.

(b)(6) Executive Director

Child Care Council of Dutchess & Putnam, Inc.

b)(6
(b)(6) ceo
Child Care Council, Thc.

(p)(C) Executive Director
Child Care Council of Nassau, Inc.

(b)(6) . .
Executive Director
Child Care Council of Suffolk, Inc.

(b)(®) Executive Director

Child Care Council of Westchester, Inc.

(®)6) Executive Director .
Child Development Council

(b)(6) Executive Director

Child Care & Development Council of Oswego
b)(6 ‘ ,

®)E) Executive Director

Child Care Resource Network

(b)(®) Executive Director

Child Care Resources of Rockland, Inc.

(b)(6) Executive Director
Child Care Solutions

(b)(6) CCR&R Director
Family Enrichment Network, Inc.

(b)) Project Director

Family of Woodstock, Inc.

|(b)(6) | Project Director
Jefferson-Lewis Child Care Project

(b)(6) Program Coordinator

Schoharie County Community Action Program, Inc.

(b)e) Executive Director
Child & Family Resources, Inc.

—

b)(6 ‘
Xe) Executive Director
Southern Adirondack Child Care Network, Inc.

(b)(8)

Project Director
Child Care Aware of Steuben and Schuyler

(B)5) Director
t. Lawrence Child Care Council

(b)(8)

Executive Director
Sullivan County Child Care Council, Inc.

(b)(6) Executive Director
Committee for Hispanic Children & Families, Inc.

(b)(8)

CCR&R Coordinator
Community Action of Orleans & Genesee

®)6) Child Care Services Director
Child Development Support Corporation

(b)(6) Program Director

Community Child Care Clearinghouse of Niagara

# 230 Washington Avenue Extension, Albany, NY 12203 & Phone|(®)(®) Fax|®)©




(b)(8)

CCR&R Director

Delaware Opportunities, Inc.

(6)®) Executive Director
Day Care Council of New York, Inc.

4

@ 230 Washington Avenue Extension, Albany, NY 12203 & Phdne:|(0)(6) i Fax
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Advisory Council

Building Success for Children
Ensuring Success for New York

October 12, 2013

Governor Andrew Cuomo
Executive Chamber

State Capital

Albany, NY 12224

Dear Honorable Governor Cuomo,

It is with great enthusiasm that the New York State Early Childhood Advisory Council wholeheartedly endorses New
York State’s application for the Race to the Top Early Learning Challenge Grant. The Early Childhood Advisory .Council
(ECAC), established in 2009, serves as the state’s coordinating body for promoting our early childhood agenda and

includes representatives of state agencies and public and private individuals and organizations that are committed to -

the vision that: All New York’s young children are healthy, learning and thriving in families that are fully engaged in
their child’s education and supported by high quality early learning and development programs and the additional
supports and services needed to ensure school readiness. <

The ECAC has been instrumental in advancing, especially in high-needs areas where many vulnerable children and
families reside, the key priorities addressed in the proposal, including:

e QUALITYstarsNY, a tiered quality rating and improvement system, that is being implemented across
the staté;

e New York Works for Children, a system of early childhood workforce and professional development;

e Professional development and supports for professionals addressing the social-emotional
development needs of young children;

e Developmental screening that includes appropriate referrals and strong community and parental
support;

e Evidenced-based parenting education to support parents in raising healthy and happy children;

e Obesity prevention including initiatives to reduce screen time, improve nutrition, and increase
physical activity, and d

e Comprehensive child assessment including efforts to develop the Common Metric.

The ECAC is committed to continue working with the Office of Children and Family Services, as well as other state
agencies and intermediary organizations throughout the state, to implement the Early Learning Challenge Grant
priorities. The ECAC is well-positioned to promote and advance the priorities in the Early Learning Challenge through
its extensive networks at the state, regional and local levels. We greatly appreciate your enthusiastic support and

52 Washington Street, Sulte 99 West Robert G, Frawley, Co-Chair
Rensselaer, NY 12144 NVYS Council on Children and Families

518.473.3652

nysecac.org Sherry M. Cleary, Co-Chalr
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leadership in promoting early childhood through this proposal. Together we will establish a high-quality,
comprehensive system of early learning and development that meets the needs of our youngest New Yorkers and
moves our state forward.

Sincerely,

(b)(8)

Deputy Director NYS Council Executive Director, NY Early
on Children and Families Childhood Professional Development
Institute
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Family Child Care Association of New York State, Inc.

P.O. Box 5486 Albany, New York 12205
518-463-4794
www.fccanys.org

Govemor Andrew Cuomo
Executive Chamber
State Capitol

Albany, NY 12224

September 30, 2013
Dear Govemor Andrew Cuomo,

We are writing to show intent for the Race to the Top: Early Learning Challenge. We understand
that this initiative is designed to support NY in developing early childhood systems that will give
children access to high quality early childhood programs and services.

The Family Child Care Association of New York State, Inc. was founded in 1975. The mission
of FCCANYS is to act as a united voice to promote and strength the professionalism of providers
thereby improving the quality of family child care. We are a non-profit, professional statewide
organization dedicated in supporting NYS family child care providers and local family child care
associations. :

Continual training and education is critical in providing quality child care. FCCANYS has offered
an annual conference to NYS providers since 1991. We take great pride in seeking high caliber
keynotes and presenters who are highly educated professionals in the early childhood field. These
professionals captivate, motivate, educate and inspire child care providers. Training opportunities
include;, QUALITYstarsNY, CACFP, National accreditation and issues addressing children’s health,
behavior, and developmental needs. These trainings positively affect the children of NYS.

FCCANYS, Inc. is run by dedicated volunteers who are passionate about the profession of
Family Child Care and increasing the quality of child care in New York State. Our board members
are involved in other organizations, nationally internationally and statewide, including but not limited
to:

- QUALITYstarsNY

- Early Childhood Advisory Council

- Career Development Initiative

- National Association for Family Child Care

- International Family Day Care Organisation

- New York State Association for the Education of Young Children
- Family Child Care Credential '

- Winning Beginnings

FCCANYS supports the Race to the Top: Early Learnihg Challenge. This funding will provide
essential foundations for the children of all ages.

Sincerely,
Heather Schwegler
FCCANYS, President

The mission of the Family Child Care Association of New York State, Inc. is to act as a united voice to

promote and strengthen the professionalism of providers thereby improving the quality of family child care.
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INTERAGENCY COUNCIL

of Developmental Disabliities Agencles. Inc.

) i<
(b)(6)
Presiden

(b)(8)

(b)(8)

Treasurer
e
Asst. Treasurer
(b)(®)

Y FIRV

Asst. Secretary

DIRECTORS
(b)(6)

Executive Director

October 2, 2013

The Honorable Andrew M., Cuomo

Governor ‘

State of New York State Executive Chamber — State Capitol Building
Albany, New York 12224

Dear Governor Cuomo:

1 am writing to express my support for New York’s Race to the Top — Early
Learning Challenge Grant application. T he importance of providing New York’s
young children, particularly children with high needs, with high-quality early
childhood education cannot be overstated. The InterAgency Council of
Developmental Disability Agencies, Inc. (IAC) a nonprofit membership
organization of more than 120 providers supporting individuals with disabilities
and representing over sixty early intervention and preschool providers in the
greater metro-New York area, shares New York’s commitment to expanding and
improving high quality services for young children and their families.

I am pleased to know that New York State’s proposal aims to increase the number
of high quality early learning and development programs by expanding
QUALITYstarsNY to more UPK, Head Start and Early Head Start programs
serving children with special needs. Iknow that many of our preschool providers
have faced challenges integrating their programs and offering opportunities for
children with special needs to be educated alongside their non-disabled peers. It is
my hope that this proposal will increase those opportunities and allow for
increased opportunities for integration. With this initiative, the state will be able
to support programs serving children with high needs in improving the quality of
their services. 1am also pleased that New York’s proposal seeks to improve the
quality of early childhood education by also including strategies to increase the
knowledge and skills of the early childhood workforce. The IAC supports this
commitment to professional development of the workforce and stands ready to
work with the State to achieve this goal.

Finally, I strongly support proposed efforts to improve the health, nutrition, and
social emotional development of young children, and to better engage and support
families in meeting the needs of their children. It is only through this
comprehensive approach that we will be able to close the achievement gap and

i 150 West 30th Stroet, 15th floor, New York, NY 10001 | Phoner| ™) e ks | www.lacny.org
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ensure that all children, particularly children with special needs, have the
supports and services they need to succeed in school and life.

I commend you and your administration for developing this bold proposal

and offer my support for the successful implementation of this important
initiative.

Sincerely,

(b)(8)

Executive Director
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Z”‘“’W NEW YORK STATE
— 1 HEAD START ASSOCIATION

September 10, 2013

Governor Andrew Cuomo

C/0 Katie Campos, Asst. Secretary for Edueation

Exccutive Chamber

State Capitol : j
Albany, New York 12224

Dear Governor Cuomo;

On behalf of the New York State Head Start Association (NYSHSA), representing over 57,000 children
and familics served by Head Start and Early Head Start Programs across the State of New York, and the
Board of Directors composed of Head Start Program Directors, Head Start Staff. Head Start Parents as
well as Friends of Head Start, we applaud your initiative to apply for the Race to the Top: Early L.earning
Challenge Grant, The carly childhood community in New York State, in our opinion, is among the best
in the country. We have been working tirelessly for years to improve learning opportunities for young
children. '

With this grant the collaboration and cooperation of the New York State Carly Childhood Advisory
Council should exceed all of the benchmarks thicy have set: implementing Quality Stars NY, developing
standards and using effective comprehensive assessment systems for children Birth to Five. The
engagement of parents in their child’s education will also be included in their strategics along with the
child’s health and developmental progress, ' ’

NYSHSA provides training opportunities to over 230 Head Start and Early IMead Start programs. As the
awareness of brain development in young children increases, as well as the benefits of early child
education grows, the Head Start community is prepared to lead and assist with this great opportunity.

This grant is an opportunity for scamless services for all ¢hildren from birth to five by strengthening

collaborations among all carly childhood organizations and associntions. We enthusiastically support
your efforts to secure these funds,

Sincerely,

President
New York State Head Start Association

2ADWASIHINGTON AVENUE ENTENTION « ALBANY NEW YORK 12203
[(b)(6) [IFAN (D))

ENLALL: oy shsa cu|)im!.m-7l3' WEBSHTE: nyvheadstartory
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Infancy Leadership Circles

October 2, 2013

The Honorable Andrew M. Cuomo

Governor , '
State of New York State Executive Chamber — State Capitol Building

Albany, New York 12224

‘Dear Governor Cuomo:

| am writing to you in support of New York State’s application for an Early
Learning Challenge Grant. As co-director of the Infancy Leadership Circles
movement in the state, | have had the privilege of bringing together professionals
who work with infants and toddlers in disparate counties, listening to their
concerns, and brainstorming together what we can do locally and on the state
level to better prepare young children for school and life.

Issues that come up again and again include:

e Lack of public awareness of the importance of the early years and specific issues
such as breast feeding

« Need for parenting education and knowledge of resources

e Limited focus on strengthening the parent-child relationship

« Significant gaps in the continuum of services to families with infants and
toddlers (within and across counties), including lack of quality child care

o Weaknesses in recruitment, retention, and promotion within the professions,
including incentives for improving quality

« Missed opportunities for inclusion of professionals in related fields and parents
 Administrative challenges for programs and services such as travel distances
between clients, decline in reimbursement rates for service, cuts in funding, and
difficulty in merging resources

| believe New York State’s Early Learning Challenge Grant addresses many of
these issues and deserves to be funded at this time. New York has made critical
efforts through its Early Childhood Advisory Council to draft a comprehensive plan
that will include structures to address these issues, such as the QUALITYstarsNY
for improving quality of child care and increasing the knowledge and skills of the
early childhood workforce. | am pleased to see the state is taking a
comprehensive approach to meet the needs of our youngest children and engage
families to put all our children, especially the most vulnerable, on a successful
trajectory to school and life.

New York Zero-to-Three Network | Lorraine Chun, Secretary | P.O. 60 | 3 Mahopac Avenue | Amawalk I NY | 10501

Phone: 718 638 7788 | www.nyztt.of§ | E-mail: info@nyztt.org




New York Zero-to-Three Network, p. 2

The mission of the Infancy Leadership Circles is to be the communication pipeline
for the infancy movement in New York State. This pipeline moves local issues to
the state level and takes state issues and initiatives directly to communities to
advance comprehensive services for babies and their families. The professionals
in our Infancy Leadership Circles want to cooperate and coordinate services
across systems to address health, behavioral health, and developmental needs of
infants and toddlers. They have each set specific short-term goals to help in this
process within their counties. At the same time, the circles are eager to learn
about activities on the state level and help with overall implementation of the
projects described in the Early Learning Challenge Grant. Our Performance
Reports are at www.nyztt.org. o ;

The evidence is mounting that experiences in the infant and toddler years are
vitally important for so many aspects of healthy development and a productive
life. | hereby heartily endorse New York’s Early Learning Challenge proposal and
will work with the Infancy Leadership Circles to implement it.

Sincerely,

(b)(8)

Co-director, Infancy Leadership Circles
A Project of New York Zero-to-Three Network
Email:|®®) |

331 West 57™ Street #166, New York, New York 10019 | Phone: ( | www.nyzerotothree.org
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Infancy Leadership Circles: Building Cross System Partnerships

October.1, 2013

The Honorable Andrew M. Cuomo

Governor
State of New York State Executive Chamber-State Capitol Building

Albany, NY 12224
Dear Governor Cuomo:

As Co-Director of New York State Infancy Leadership Circles, a project of New York Zero To Three
Network, I am pleased to convey my support to New York’s Race to the Top: Early Learning Challenge
Grant application. The New York State Infancy Leadership Circles mission is consistent with the mission

of this grant initiative. ’

The Circles aim to serve as a communication pipeline by moving local issues to the state level and taking
state issues and initiatives directly to the community to advance comprehensive services for babies and
their families. There are presently twelve communities of Infancy Leadership circles engaged in this
process across New York State. They each act as a catalyst to create partnerships across systems. At
monthly meetings, linkages form across diverse professions and programs serving babies. Communities set
priorities realistically achievable to improve local issues by creatively identifying strengths, gaps and

solutions.

The outcomes of all the Circles are to assist New York State babies to reach their fullest potential. For
example, based on a specific issue, twelve core messages were developed to place emphasis on how new
parents and parents-to-be are the first teachers of their child; workshops about parent engagement were
identified and a list was circulated to child care centers to encourage their staff attendance; a directory for
new parents and parents-to-be was created, shared with 211 and distributed to local agencies and programs;
a public service announcement was created for the community to stress the importance of the 0-3 years; a
workshop for 97 professional participants was organized and held on the topic of attachment to develop
further understanding about the social-emotional health of young children. The Circles are working to
strengthen professional development and improve the health, nutrition and social-emotional development
of our youngest children. I believe the Race to the Top: Early Learning Challenge Grant will benefit our
babies and their families. It will enhance our efforts as we strive to build the infrastructure needed to
develop a continuum of comprehensive, coordinated systems essential to high quality services. Success
will be reflected as we close the achievement gap and ensure that all children, including children at high

risk, will receive the support and services they need.
1 support the expansion of QualitystarsNY to support programs, staff, children and families. Through

efforts to improve the quality of these services, the outcomes for children will be improved. This will
greatly impact the path toward a positive future, not only for our children but also for our state and nation.
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It has been my privilege and pleasure to have contributed to this effort by being a member of the Early
Childhood Advisory Council, the Early Learning Workforce Group and the QualitystarsNY
Implementation Group. I will continue to offer my support for this important initiative.

I commend you and your administration for developing this bold and impressive proposal. Thank you for

your commitment to New York’s children.

Sincerely,
(b)(8)

Co-Director of NYS Infancy Leadership Circles
New York Zero To Three Network ‘
186 Highland Drive

Williamsville, New York 14221

(b)(6)
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October 2, 2013

The Honorable Andrew M. Cuomo

Governor

State of New York State Executive Chamber — State Capitol Building
Albany, New York 12224

Dear Governor Cuomo:

[am writing to express my support for New York’s Race to the Top — Early
Learning Challenge Grant application. The importance of providing New York’s.
young children, particularly children with high needs, with high-quality early
childhood education cannot be overstated. As Co-President of the New York Zero-
To-Three Network, a mental health clinician who works with children and
families, and a longstanding advocate for programs that support young children
and their families, I am acutely aware of the need for programs like
QUALITYstarsNY that address the needs of this population in a comprehensive
and holistic manner. For the past 5 years, the New York Zero-to-Three Network
has worked to develop Infancy Leadership Circles throughout the State to help
develop local communities’ awareness of the importance of strengthening
programs for young children and their families by bringing to gether all of the
stakeholders from across disciplines. In doing so we are creating a Statewide
Network of Leaders who are developing local and statewide strategies to

improve the lives of our most youngest and most vulnerable children and families.

I am pleased to know that New York State’s proposal aims to increase the number
of high quality early learning and development programs by expanding
QUALITYstarsNY. With this initiative, the state will be able to support programs
serving children with high needs in improving the quality of their services. Work
that will result in improved outcomes for children. Iam also pleased that New
York’s proposal seeks to improve the quality of early childhood education by also
including strategies to increase the knowledge and skills of the early childhood
workforce. This combined set of strategies to improve the quality of early
childhood education is admirable and pivital.

Finally, I strongly support proposed efforts to improve the health, nutrition, and
social emotional development of young children, and to better engage and support
families in meeting the needs of their children. It is only through this holistic and
comprehensive approach that we will be able to close the achievement gap and
ensure that all children, particularly children with high needs, have the supports
and services they need to succeed in school and life. The New York Zero-to-Three
Network is very pleased to have advocated, through the Infancy Leadership

New York Zero-to-Three Network | Lorraine Chun, Secretary | P.O. 60 | 3 Mahopac Avenue | Amawalk | NY | 10501

Phone: 718 638 7788 | www.nyztt7érg | E-mail: info@nyztt.org
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New York Zero-to-Three Network, p. 2
Circles, for the QUALITYstarsNY initiatives and will continue to support this
endeavor. :
I commend you and your administration for developing this bold proposal and

offer my support for the successful implementation of this important initiative.

Sincerely,
/

PMHNP-BC

331 West 57™ Street #166, New York, New York 10019 | Phone:m | www.nyzerotothree.org
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Honorable Andrew Cuomo
Governor of New York
Executive Chamber
Albany, New York 12224

October 4, 2013

Dear Governor Cuomo:

On behalf of the New York State Association for the Education of Young Children (NYSAEYC),
we would like to express our ardent support for New York State's Race to the Top - Early
Learning Challenge application. NYSAEYC is a professional association for early childhood
educators with more than 4,500 members in New York. Our members represent all aspects of the
early care and education field including educators, administrators, teacher educators,
researchers and policy makers. We are committed to promoting excellence in early care and
education and ensuring that all New York 's children have access to high quality programs with
well prepared and effective teachers.

The Race to the Top -Early Learning Challenge recognizes the success of quality program
improvement efforts and improved outcomes for children must be linked to a system that
prepares excellent early childhood administrators and educators. The experience and education
of early childhood professionals in New York is as diverse as our early learning and
development programs and the children and families they serve. Therefore, we need a system of
professional preparation and ongoing professional development that meets the needs of
individuals in our field and ensures each possesses the knowledge, skills and dispositions to be
excellent educators.

NYSAEYC and our members have played an integral role in many of the current initiatives
designed to improve the quality of early learning and development programs with a particular
focus on the professional preparation and development of the early childhood workforce.
NYSAEYC has participated in the development of the standards for QUALITYstarsNY, the Early
Learning Guidelines, the Prekindergarten Foundation for the Common Core, and; serves as the
co-chair of the Early Childhood Advisory Council workforce development workgroup which is
charged with overseeing the development and implementation of our comprehensive workforce
development system; New York Works for Children.

i — New York State Association for the Education of Young Children
i‘;’stﬁ_mun 230 Washington Avenue Extension, Albany, New York 12203
tor tire 518-867-3517/ Fax 518-867-3520

| Education e i o . .
{ of Younng contactus{Enysagyc.org / Www.nysacyc.org

% Chitdren
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NYSAEYC 's work has always focused on programs and services that support early childhood
professionals in deepening their knowledge and competencies. We have consistently aligned our
professional development work the Core Body of Knowledge, New York 's knowledge and
competency framework. We currently administer four credit-bearing credentials. The NYS Infant
Toddler Credential, NYS Family Child Care Credential and the NYS Program Administrators’
Credential are designed to provide educators and administrators with the specialized knowledge
and competencies they need. The NYS Early Learning Trainer credential was developed to
evaluate the qualifications, experience and competencies of those providing professional
development. Each of these is a critical component of a comprehensive workforce development
system.

We thank you for your commitment to young children and leadership on The Race to the Top -
Early Learning Challenge application. This affords New York an unprecedented opportunity to
implement a comprehensive and coordinated high quality early learning system that supports
program quality improvement, increased efficacy of early childhood educators and a robust data
system that will continually inform our work. NYSAEYC stands ready to contribute to these
efforts and looks forward to working with the state to ensure all New York 's children are ready
to succeed in school and life.

Sincerely,
(b)(6)
®6) .
President
NYS Association for the Education of Young Children
(b)(6) ‘
FExecutive Director

NYS Association for the Education of Young Children
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October 7, 2013

The Honorable Andrew M. Cuomo

Governor :

State of New York State Executive Chamber — State Capitol Building
Albany, New York 12224

Dear Governor Cuomo:

| am writing on behalf of the New York Zero to Three Network to express
my support for New York’s Race to the Top — Early Learning Challenge
Grant application. The importance of providing New York’s young children,
particularly children with high needs, with high-quality early childhood
education is critical. As Jack Shonkoff, from the Harvard Center for the
Developing Child has said, “We know that what happens to children in the
early years either sets the stage for a sturdy or fragile existence”. New
York Zero to Three Network is an organization devoted to promoting the
optimal development of infants, toddlers and their families. We applaud the
focus of this grant on young children and helping to prepare children for
school and success in life.

| am pleased to know that New York State's proposal aims to increase the
number of high quality early learning and development programs by
expanding QUALITYstarsNY. With this initiative, the state will be able to
support programs serving children with high needs in improving the quality
of their services. Work that will result in improved outcomes for children. |
am also pleased that New York’s proposal seeks to improve the quality of
early childhood education by also including strategies to increase the
knowledge and skills of the early childhood workforce. Investing in young
children is wise financially—economists have shown the significant return
on the dollars spent on high-quality early childhood programs.

This combined set of strategies to improve the quality of early childhood
education is admirable.

Finally, | strongly support proposed efforts, starting at birth, to improve the

. health, nutrition, and social emotional development of young children, and

to better engage and support families in meeting the needs of their
children. It is only through this comprehensive approach, starting at the
earliest years, that we will be able to close the achievement gap and
ensure that all children, particularly children with high needs, have the
supports and services they need to succeed in school and life.

New York Zero-to-Three Network | Lorraine Chun, Secreta%ll P.O. 60 | 3 Mahopac Avenue | Amawalk | NY | 10501

Phone: 718 638 7788 | www.nyztt.org | E-mail: info@nyztt.org
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| commend you and your administration for developing this comprehensive
and innovative proposal and offer my support for the successful
implementation of this important initiative.

Sincerely,
(®)(6)

Co-President

331 West 57™ Street #166, New York, New York 10019 | Phone: | www.r{yzem'i’o“rhr*ee.org
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NEW YORK
PUBLIC MEDIA

THIRTEEN - WLIW21

Neal Shapiro, President & CEO

September 18,2013

Governor Andrew Cuomo
Executive Chamber

State Capitol

Albany, NY 12224

Dear Governor Cuomo:

WNET New York Public Media is pleased to support New York State’s application for a federal Race
to the Top: Early Learning Challenge grant. We believe that quality early education is necessary for
all New York's children to succeed in school and in life, and for providing New York State with a

productive, highly skilled future workforce.

Extensive research confirms that program quality is key to achieving desired cognitive and social-
emotional outcomes for young children. Research and service experiences also are clear about
essential components of a high quality, highly accountable, early education system. The lack of
several critical system elements seriously impeded New York’s competitiveness in securing an
Early Learning Challenge grant in 2010, and it also resulted in the perpetuation of poor quality

programs.

In recent years through public-private partnerships, many critical system components have been

~ designed and implemented. These elements include the NYS Core Body of Knowledge, workforce
and trainers’ registries, a professional development institute housed at CUNY, and a quality rating
and improvement system (QUALITYstarsNY).

As one of America's most respected and innovative public media providers, WNET recognizes the
importance and power of public-private partnerships to support teaching and learning for our
youngest learners. Fully leveraging strong relationships with New York City early childhood
educators, and an organizational commitment to incorporate developmentally appropriate media
into the education of young children, WNET’s Early Education division has had over 20 years of
success in providing sustained, intensive educational outreach services to the early childhood
community. Through the creation of high quality children’s programming content and
accompanying standards-aligned resources, community-based outreach extensions, school-based
curriculum, and teacher professional development, WNET’s Early Education team has helped
thousands of young children - particularly children living in poverty - learn the basic skills they.
need to succeed in school, earning us the position of a trusted partner with schools and educators

both locally and statewide.

For New York to be as competitive as possible for an Early Learning Challenge grant, the application
should include a commitment from you for the statewide expansion and effective utilization ofa
quality assurance process. The expansion of the State’s professional development system, New York
Works for Children, and the building of a comprehensive early childhood data system.

825 EIGHTH AVENUE  NEW YORK, NY 10019-7435 TEL 212.5601321
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WNET is a longstanding partner in New York State’s educational efforts. As an organizational
member of the University of the State of New York (USNY), WNET works closely with the New York
State Education Department (NYSED) to align all of our digital media and instructional resources
directly to NYSED's strategic goals. These resources leverage public media’s high quality media
content, and are distributed free-of-charge, making them available to high-need audiences
throughout New York State. We look forward to working closely with NYSED to align our ongoing
production and distribution efforts in direct support of the Early Learning Challenge grant.

The Obama administration has made quality early childhood education a major goal. We hope New
York will be a leader in this effort.

Sincerely,

(b)(8)
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THE DIVISION FOR EARLY CHILDHOOD

The Honorable Andrew M. Cuomo, Governor
State of New York State Executive Chamber — State Capitol Building
Albany, New York 12224

Dear Governor Cuomo:

| am writing to express my support for New York’s Race to the Top — Early Learning Challenge
Grant application. The importance of providing New York’s young children, particularly children
with high needs, with high-quality early childhood education cannot be overstated. The
Division for Early Childhood (DEC) is an international membership organization for those who
work with or on behalf of young children with disabilities and other special needs. Our mission
is to promote policies and advance evidence-based practices to support the optimal
development of young children with special needs. We fully support NYS Council on Children
and Families in their grant application.

| am pleased to know that New York State’s proposal aims to increase the number of high quality early
learning and development programs by expanding QUALITYstarsNY. With this initiative, the state will be
able to support programs serving children with high needs in improving the quality of their services.
Work that will result in improved outcomes for children. | am also pleased that New York’s proposal
seeks to improve the quality of early childhood education by also including strategies to increase the
knowledge and skills of the early childhood workforce. This combined set of strategies to improve the
quality of early childhood education is admirable. ‘

Finally, | strongly support proposed efforts to improve the health, nutrition, and social emotional
development of young children, and to better engage and support families in meeting the needs of their
children. It is only through this comprehensive approach that we will be able to close the achievement
gap and ensure that all children, particularly children with high needs, have the supports and services
they need to succeed in school and life:

| commend you and your administration for developing this bold proposal and offer my support for the
successful implementation of this important initiative.

Sincerely,

(6)®) Executive Director

Division for Early Childhood
(b)(6)
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October 3, 2013

The Honorable Andrew M. Cuomo

Governor

State of New York State Executive Chamber — State Capitol Building
Albany, New York 12224

Dear Governor Cuomo:

I am writing to éxpress my support for New York’s Race to the Top — Early Learning
Challenge Grant application. The importance of providing New York’s young
children, particularly children with high needs, with high-quality early childhood
education cannot be overstated. As a national leader in parenting education and
family engagement in education, EPIC’s mission of helping families, schools and
communities raise children to become responsible and capable adults positions us
to support the Race to the Top through many of our programming options. In
particular we will utilize our parenting programs as a means of assisting families to
better care for their children and support their education. '

I am pleased to know that New York State’s proposal aims to increase the number of

high quality early learning and development programs by expanding QUALITYstarsNY.

With this initiative, the state will be able to support programs serving children with
high needs in improving the quality of their services, Work that will result in
improved outcomes for children. | am also pleased that New York’s proposal seeks
to improve the quality of early childhood education by also including strategies to
increase the knowledge and skills of the early childhood workforce

Finally, | strongly support proposed efforts to improve the health, nutrition, and
social emotional development of young children, and to better engage and support
families in meeting the needs of their children. It is only through this comprehensive
approach that we will be able to close the achievement gap and ensure that all
children, particularly children with high needs, have the supports and services they
need to succeed in school and life.

I commend you and your administration for developing this bold proposal and offer
my support for the successful implementation of this important initiative.

Sincerely,

(b)(8)

President
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New York State Family Engagement Coalition
1000 Main Street - Buffalo, NY 14202 - Phone (716) 322-4100 - Fax (716) 332 4101

October 3, 2013

The Honorable Andrew M. Cuomo

Governor

State of New York State Executive Chamber — State Capitol Building
Albany, New York 12224 v

Dear Governor Cuomo:

| am writing to express my support for New York’s Race to the Top — Early Learning Challenge Grant
application. The importance of providing New York’s young children, particularly children with high
needs, with high-quality early childhood education cannot be overstated. The New York State Family
Engagement Coalition (NYSFEC) is the culmination of several years of On the Same Page Summit
leaders collaborating to research and precipitate the advancement of family engagement in
education. With members from the NYS PTA, EPIC — Every Person Influences Children, and the NYS
Education Departmenf, we are well positioned to assist with the latest information on family
engagement as a means of improving student achievement.

I am pleased to know that New York State’s proposal aims to increase the number of high quality early
learning and development programs by expanding QUALITYstarsNY. With this initiative, the state will be
able to support programs serving children with high needs in improving the quality of their services,
work that will result in improved outcomes for children. | am also pleased that New York’s proposal
seeks to improve the quality of early childhood education by also including strategies to increase the
knowledge and skills of the early childhood workforce.

A

Finally, | strongly support proposed efforts to improve the health, nutrition, and social emotional
development of young children, and to better engage and support families in meeting the needs of their

. children. It is only through this comprehensive approach that we will be able to close the achievement
gap and ensure that all children, particularly children with high needs, have the supports and services
they need to succeed in school and life. '

| commend you and your administration for developing this bold proposal and offer my support for the
successful implementation of this important initiative.

Sincerely,
/ {2
(b)(8) ; (b)(6)
Co-Chair Co-Chair
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Since 1910

Local 1000 AFSCME, AFL-CIO

Danny Donohue Denise Berkley
President Secretary

Mary E. Sullivan Joe McMullen
Executive Vice President Treasurer

October 1, 2013

Governor Andrew Cuomo
Executive Chamber
State Capitol

Albany, NY 12224

Dear Governor Cuomo:
| write to support Early Learning Challenge Grant proposal.

Civil Service Employees Association (CSEA) represents more than 250,000 public and private
sector employees in New York. We work with 20,000 registered and licensed group family and
legally-exempt enrolled child care providers in 57 counties outside NYC. Denise Dowell,
CSEA's Director of Early Learning and Care Programs, is an appointed member of the NYS
Early Childhood Advisory Council and the Quality Improvement Workgroup.

CSEA's Early Learning and Care Program initiatives build a foundation for family child care
providers to successfully participate in QUALITYstarsNY. Since 2011, CSEA administered
11,385 Quality Child Care Grants. These grants help providers pay for professional ‘
development and credentials, curriculum, and educational materials to meet QUALITYstarsNY
standards. Over 1,100 grants were used to purchase computers so providers can participate in
a new automated time and attendance system implemented in 57 counties across the state.

CSEA’'s Work Institute delivers six on-line learning modules — “The Business Side of Family
Care”. This on-line training, designed to meet QUALITYstarsNY “Mangement and Leadership”
standards, enables providers to complete family child care business administration training at
no cost and without leaving their homes. CSEA worked collaboratively with OCFS and SUNY'’s
Professional Development Program to design, develop and deliver classroom curriculum for
enrolled, legally-exempt family child care providers to support all providers to deliver quality
early learning and care. Over 700 providers have attended the trainings to date.

CSEA, Inc. ° 143 Washington Avenue, Albany, NY 12210 * 518-257-1000 « 1-800-342-4146
www.csgplocal1000.0rg *
‘@ wur.




. Governor Andrew Cuomo
October 1, 2013
Page 2

Our Child Care Resource Center fields hundreds of toli-free calls from regulated and legally-
exempt providers each week. CSEA's Early Learning and Care staff members answer
questions, provide information and technical assistance to home-based providers about
regulations, licensing, registration, and enroliment; professional development; child care
assistance program payments; CACFP; and QUALITYstarsNY.

Over 50% of children eligible for and receiving child care subsidies outside New York City are
currently enrolled in family child care. Parents choose family child care because it offers small
group sizes, continuity of care, and a nurturing, home environment that functions like extended
family and is more flexible and affordable. Family child care is often the best option for parents
working low-wage service sector jobs with non-traditional hour shifts and “just-in-time”
scheduling. Our work with thousands of providers across the state each year uniquely positions
us to help inform and support regulated and legally-exempt family child care providers to
participate in QUALITYstarsNY. ' ‘

The Early Learning Challenge Grant will help support New York to promote positive, healthy
outcomes for young children and their families in our communities.

Sincerely, -[®®
®)6)

DD

91



Other

Organizations




Advocacy

93
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Maura K. Monaghan
Jonathan Polkes

Executive Director
Kim Sweet

Deputy Director
Matthew Lenaghan

Advocates for Children of New York
Protecuing every child’s right to learn

September 29, 2013

Honorable Andrew Cuomo
Governor of New York
Executive Chamber

State Capitol

Albany, New York 12224

Dear Governor Cuomo:

On behalf of Advocates for Children of New York (AFC), we are writing to express
our support for New York State’s Early Learning Challenge Grant proposal. For 40
years, AFC has worked to promote the best education New York can provide for all
students, especially students of color and students from low-income backgrounds.
Five years ago, AFC expanded our work in the area of early learning because early
childhood education is essential for school readiness and school success.

AFC’s Early Childhood Education Project uses several strategies to improve access to
early childhood education for low-income children at risk of academic difficulties in
New York City. First, we provide individual case assistance to families of infants,
toddlers, and preschoolers to help them access appropriate services and preschool
programs. When families with young children with special needs require additional
assistance, we provide in-depth advocacy to help families obtain appropriate Early
Intervention, preschool special education services, and kindergarten services.

Second, we provide outreach and training to educate parents and professionals about
Early Intervention, preschool special education, the transition to kindergarten, and

. other early childhood education programs. The professionals we have trained include

Head Start directors and disability coordinators, child care staff, child protective
workers, and medical professionals. Third, we provide policy advocacy to strengthen
investments in quality early childhood education programs for low-income children.

In our direct case work, we have encountered families who have bad difficulty
determining the quality of different preschool options for their children. These
families would benefit from the implementation of QUALITYstarsNY and the
development of high-quality early learning standards. With the implementation of
QUALITYstarsNY, AFC would be able to give direction to families looking for
guidance about how to choose high-quality early childhood education programs.

We have also recognized the need for additional professional development for early
childhood staff so that staff can work most effectively with young children, including
children with special needs. The Early Learning Challenge Grant proposal would

151 West 30th Street, Sth Floor  New York, NY 10001 Tcl (212) 9479779 Fax (212) 947-9790
wwwadvocaresforchildren.org
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help facilitate professional development opportunities. The combination of
QUALITYstarsNY, the implementation of early learning standards, and new
professional development opportunities would help strengthen the quality of various
programs for the children AFC serves.

We are also pleased that the state’s proposal includes components to engage and
support families and to address the health and social-emotional development of young
children. AFC receives many calls from families of young children with social-
emotional delays who are having trouble getting the support they need.

We support New York State’s Early Learning Challenge Grant proposal and look
forward to working with you to strengthen high-quality early childhood education
programs that prepare children to succeed in school.

Sincerely yours,
(b)(6)

Executive Director Project Director, Early Childhood Education
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September 23, 2013 : Children's Defense Fund
' NEW YORK

Governor Andrew Cuomo
Executive Chamber

State Capitol

Albany, NY 12224

Dear Governor Cuomo:

The Children’s Defense Fund of New York (CDF-NY) supports the State of New York’s application for the Early
Learning Challenge Grant. The Children's Defense Fund (CDF), and its’ state offices, are non-profit child
advocacy organizations that have worked relentlessly for 40 years to ensure a level playing field for all children.
We champion policies and programs that lift children out of poverty; protect them from abuse and neglect; and
ensure their access to health care, quality education and a moral and spiritual foundation. CDF advocates
nationwide on behalf of children to ensure children are always a priority.

In regards to its’ early childhood work, CDF fully understands the need for consistent, quality education and care
beginning at birth. Our nation simply can’t afford not to significantly increase investments in early childhood
development and care, or to keep leaving so many poor babies and toddlers behind. We strongly believe that the
Early Learning Challenge grant would expand important programs and quality initiatives to ensure that young
children in NY get the solid start they need to put them on a successful path in school and in the future.
Specifically, as outlined in the proposal, we support the expansion of QUALITYstarsNY; the expansion of the child
care professional development system- New York Works; new strategies for improving the health, nutrition, and
social-emotional development of young children; strengthening efforts to engage and support families of young
children; and building a comprehensive early childhood data system. CDF-NY sees these initiatives as essential to
its’ early childhood agenda focused on building a comprehensive, seamless and effective governance structure for
the early childhood service delivery system in New York State that supports increased access t0 and raises the
quality of services for young children with high needs.

Sincerely,
(b)(6)

(b)(8)

Executive Director, Children’s Defense Fund- New York

15 Maiden Lane, Suite 1200, New York, NY 10038 \ www.cdfny.org
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October 2, 2013

Governor Andrew Cuomo
Executive Chamber
State Capitol

Albany, NY 12224

Dear Governor Cuomo:

As the Executive Director of Citizens’ Committee for Children of New York (CCC), the oldest
municipally based child advocacy organization in the country, | am writing to you today to support
New York State’s application for a federal Race to the Top Early Learning Challenge Grant.

CCC has spent seven decades identifying the facts, educating the general public and advocating for
policy, legislation and budgetary decisions needed to ensure all children are healthy, housed,
educated and safe. Early education has been a primary focus of our work since our founding in 1944.

We know from our local experience, and the national research confirms, that access to high quality
early education ensures that children are prepared for school success. Furthermore, these programs
also produce long-term returns on investment of public dollars by lowering the need for special and
remedial education and reducing youth involvement in crime and incarceration as they age. We know
as well that far too many children in New York State and across the nation do not benefit from early
childhood education as demand for high quality services outstrips supply.

That said, we support New York State’s proposal to improve service quality, provide professional
development for the workforce, engage and support families in programming, and develop a
comprehensive system to collect, track and disseminate data on the state’s early education system.

We believe that New York State and the state’s children and families would greatly benefit from a
Race. to the Top Early Learning Challenge Grant award, as the funding would strategically inform not
only wide scale quality improvement and data collection efforts, but lay the ground work for a
comprehensive strategy to reach greater numbers of children with high quality early education. '

We wish you the best of luck in the proposal process.

Sincerely,
(b)(6)

Executive Director

105 East 22™ Street New York, NY 10010 Tel: 212-673-1800 Fax: 212-979-5063 Email: info@cccnewyork.org Web: www.ccenewyork.org
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NEW YORK STATE
ALLIANCE
- FOR CHILDREN

WITH SPECIAL NEEDS

October 3, 2013

The Honorable Andrew M., Cuomo
Governor, State of New York
State Capitol Building

Albany, New York 12224

Dear Governor Cuomo;

I am writing on behalf of The New York State Alliance for Children with Special
Needs - - a coalition of five regional coalitions and councils representing approximately 150
early intervention, pre-school and school-age special education programs throughout the state
- - to express our profound support for New York’s Race to the Top — Early Learning
Challenge Grant application.

Alliance members and representatives are recognized partners with the State
Department of Health, the State Education Department, municipalities and school districts in
the successful implementation of IDEA and the development of sound public policies to
assure the meaningful participation of families, clinicians and teachers in the decision making
process which makes vital early intervention and special education services available to
eligible families in the most cost-effective manner possible. Alliance members and
representatives have, since the inception of the Early Intervention Program and the transferral
of special education programming from the Family Court System, served on the State Early
Intervention Coordinating Council, Local Early Intervention Coordinating Councils and
innumerable special education work groups, task forces and advisory panels to inform
discussions around clinical guidelines, development of the initial regulations, reimbursement,
provider approval, registration of provider entities and Medicaid compliance.

We understand from reviewing the Grant application and in our discussions with
Department of Health and State Education Department representatives, that our network of
highly skilled providers may be uniquely qualified to assist the State in accomplishing the
goals set out in Section B of the application around High Quality Accountable Programs. Our
early intervention and preschool special education programs are invaluable resoutces in
shared commitment with the State to provide a vast array of quality programming models
dedicated to the provision of services individualized to the needs of children and families. In
our experience, the early intervention group developmental intervention service model has
been profoundly under-utilized in the State. Through Grant funding, this invaluable program
model can be strengthened and supported to the benefit of all children and families across all
regions of the State. :
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The Honorable Andrew M. Cuomo
October 3, 2013
Page 2

Consistent with the provisions of the federal IDEA (Parts B and C) which govern the
State’s early intervention and special education systems, Alliance members currently provide
multi-disciplinary evaluations and screenings to assure appropriate services are made
available to families with children with identified developmental delays. Replication of
IDEA’s “child find” and early detection protocols is essential to improving the mental and
physical health of both children and their families, and encourages meaningful family
engagement at the earliest possible point. Accordingly, the Alliance supports the State’s
efforts to enhance these opportunities as part of the Grant application., ‘

The early intervention and preschool education community has long recognized the
role of the engaged family in the development of children both with and without special
needs. We commend the State for recognizing the profound need to enhance parental
awareness of that vital role, and to support parents through a comprehensive system of
resources - - fiscal and educational - - to heighten parent involvement and thus encourage the
positive and healthy development of New York’s children.

The relevance of early learning to ultimate student success is undeniable. The
Alliance applauds the leadership reflected in this Grant application and offers out support for
the realization if its vision.

Very Truly Yours,
(b)(6)

New York State Alliance for Children with Special Needs Albany Contact:

®)©E) bhone
-fax

(b)(8)

T NYS DOH,

Co-Director, Bureau of Early Intervention

ALB 1726790v1
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hildren's

Effecting Change, Affecting Children,

September 30, 2013

Governor Andrew M. Cuomo
Executive Chamber

State Capitol

Albany, NY 12224

Dear Governor Cuomo,

As the leading advocacy organization for children and youth in Monroe County NY, we
are writing to express our strongest support for the State's proposed plan in the Early
Learning Challenge Grant. Quality early education and childcare, as well as effective
home visitation for young families, have been top priorities of The Children's Agenda for
the past ten years and are a critical need in our community. A focus on school readiness
and an investment in Quality Stars, including quality improvement processes and
professional development, are timely and essential approaches needed to promote the
healthy growth and development of our children. Implementation of new strategies to
improve the health and social emotional development of children, including linking and
coordinating home visitation and early childhood education, are necessary next steps to
promote the school readiness and life success of New York's children.

The Children’s Agenda’s mission is to improve the health, education and success of our
community’s children and youth, especially the most vulnerable, through advocacy for
evidence-based solutions and policy change at the local, state and federal levels. We
are an independent advocacy organization; we do not accept any government funding,
nor do we provide any direct service to children and youth. We helped Monroe County
establish its Nurse Family Partnership (NFP) program here in 2006, and we have
championed its expansion to serve over 300 families per year annually. We have also
helped to lead community efforts to assure high quality early care and education. Our
City of Rochester has among the State’s highest enrollment in preK programs for 4 year
olds and among the highest quality center-based childcare in the U.S. New York State
and Rochester have a track record to build on, but there is much more to do. For
example, our 3 year olds need pre K, home visitation is currently serving only a fraction
" of the families who need and want it, we need to better align systems of early learning
from birth through early elementary school, and quality and professional development
need to be expanded to all settings serving young children
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In our respective roles as a pediatrician and senior policy analyst focused predominantly
on early learning, we also want to see better linkages between health care and early
care and education. We are looking forward to engaging pediatricians and pediatric
residency programs in New York by sharing resources and training supported by this
grant; for example in disseminating developmental screening training to address New
York's low rates of screening, as well as in bringing their voices to discuss quality early
care and education in the policy arena and directly with the patients and families whom
they see daily. New York is developing a collaborative of pediatrics residency programs
creating a learning community and there will be many opportunities to ensure that they
are informed and aligned with the agenda proposed in the Early Learning Challenge
Grant.

As an organization, we are prepared to support the work of the ELCG through
communications with our networks and serving in an advisory and supportive role as
needed. We will also play a key role in linking and aligning this state effort and
investment in early childhood to the those of our local Monroe County and Rochester
community, including settings in which we play a key champion role for young children
such.as pre-K and child care, home visitation, and health. We are very excited about the
State's proposed plan in its Early Learning Challenge Grant and look forward to the
potential opportunity to help you further strengthen the health, well-being, and
education of New York’s youngest citizens and future leaders.

Sincerely,
(b)(6)
(b)(6)
President Senior Policy Analyst
The Children’s Agenda 1 S. Washington St,, Ste 400, Rochester, NY 14614

www.thechildrensagenda.org R |
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RO(HESTE =
*MONROC COUNTY

October 2, 2013

Governor Andrew Cuomo
Executive Chamber

State Capitol

Albany, NY 12224

Dear Governor Cuomo:

On behalf of the membership of the Rochester early childhood coalition, ECDI, we write to you today in
support of New York State’s application for the Race to the Top's Early Learning Challenge Grant
proposal.

The Early Childhood Development Initiative (ECDI} and its local member organizations have long been
supporters of the QUALITYstarsNY pilot program having a very high participation in both child care
centers and in family child care homes. Our community has a long history of supporting quality. With
solid, consistent funding, QUALITYstarsNY would standardize expectations and language, to raise the
bar in a clear and user-friendly format. This grant would allow a broad expansion of programs that
have access to QUALITYstarsNY in our community.

The Early Learning Challenge Grant complements our efforts that focus on children, prenatal through
age eight, and their families. Families with few resources and supports are the highest priority. In a
community that ranks ¥l percentage wise, in poverty across the nation, we need to multiply our
efforts to address issues related to the health, nutrition and social-emotional development of our
young children. We have successfully started initiatives that support secure attachments in children
birth — three: Talk, Sing and Play with your Baby (media messaging), workshops on the impact of
trauma and Nurturing Communities (a child care program which permits mothers to care for their own
babies while they pursue college education). ECD! supported a multi-year BASIC proposal funded by
United Way, which brings in a pyramid of mental health services for young children in several child
care programs. ‘

We recently raised aver $90K in private funding to purchase developmentally appropriate materials for
the Rochester CSD Kindergarten, critical to the success of the transition from PreK to Kindergarten, We
need to strengthen and expand our early childhood professional development system to include
administrators and teachers in K-2 classrooms so the value of these materials and active learning is
embraced. Additional funding through this grant for New York Works for Children’s professional
development system would assist this effort.
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RECAP is a 15-year data collection and assessment system developed and implemented here in
Rochester by Children’s Institute. It meastires quality in UPK programs. Findings demonstrate that by
using this system, Rochester now has the highest quality classrooms for 4 year olds across the country,
We need this system of data collection and measurement statewide to assess quality improvement
efforts and to inform policy decisions that result in higher outcomes for children.

As demonstrated above, ECDI engages in its vision, that every child in Greater Rochester has the
foundation to succeed in school and in life. To make this vision a reality, ECDI works to actively:
® Mobilize the community to expand and improve developmentally appropriate early care and

education; .
* Serve as a catalyst for change by promoting significant, broad-based and steadfast community

commitment to improving the quantity and accessibility of quality early care and education; and
Engage public and private stakeholders and advocates for public policies that support and
encourage those services.

" The Early Learning Challenge Grant would invest in efforts such as ours to create a coherent system
integrating data, professional development, quality and supports for New York State’s children and
families. We are proud to offer our voice in support of this effort and applaud your administration for
sharing this vision.

Sincerely, (b)(6)
(b)(6)
Co-Chair Co-Chair
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MONROQE COUNTY

Vision & Mission

Vision: Every child in Greater Rochester has the foundation to succeed in school and
in life. To make this vision a reality, The Early Childhood Development Initiative
(ECDI1)'s mission is to:

Mobilize the community to expand and improve developmentally appropriate
early care and education;

Serve as a catalyst for change by promoting significant, broad-based and
steadfast community commitment to improving the quantity and accessibility of
quality early care and education; and

Engage public and private stakeholders and advocates for public policies that
support and encourage those services.

ECDI is not funded. Sponsors and partners fund programs directly.

Focus

Children, prenatal through age eight, and their families; families with few resources
and supports are the highest priority.

Selected
Accomplishments

Early childhood voice represented at local initiatives and statewide committees.
Raised $90K to purchase developmentally appropriate materials for RCSD
Kindergarten, critical to success of new 2011-12 Kindergarten curriculum.
Brought back $8M dollars to the County for child care subsidies from NYS.

Local accreditation system for early childhood programs, Pathways, launched.
Child Care Council, Inc. key leader on statewide efforts on improving infant &
toddler care through NYS Infant Toddler Network.

Initiatives that support secure attachments in children birth — three: Talk, Sing
and Play with your Baby (media messaging) and Nurturing Communities (a child
care program which permits mothers to care for their own babies while they
pursue college education).

RECAP: 14-year assessment system measuring quality in UPK programs
developed and implemented; findings include Rochester has highest quality

" classrooms for 4 year olds in Western world. New assessment measure (CLASS)

introduced to measure quality of teacher-student interactions.

Rochester one of 13 NYS Quality STARS pilot communities.

Monroe County leadership continues to support and maintain the differential for
accredited childcare providers, rewarding quality.

RCSD UPK: wrote proposal and leveraged resources to bring UPK to RCSD; fully
integrated with 20 community partner agencies and reaches nearly 2,000 4-year
olds each year. ,

BASIC proposal funded by United Way, implementation has increased access to
mental health services for young children in Rochester.

PLTI — Started a local branch of this national initiative — a 20 week class for
parents on civic engagement — public/private funded partnership

Chairpersons

Mary Jo Brach (mbrach@hillside.com)
Marsha Dumka (marsha@dumka.com )

ECDI Committees

Advocacy, Social Emotional Wellness, Parenting, PreK-3, Professional Dev.
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Families Together

in HYS, fnc.

737 Madison Avenue
Albany, NY 12208

info@ftnys.org

www.finys.org

The New York State Chapter
of the Federation of Fomilies for

Children’'s Mental Health

October 3, 2013

Governor Andrew Cuomo
Executive Chamber
State Capitol

Albany, NY 12224

Dear Governor Cuomo:

| am writing on behalf of Families Together in New York State to support the New York
State Office of Children and Family Services as they apply for the Race to the Top: Early
Learning Challenge Grant that leads the way in assisting young children and families in
high needs communities. Families Together is a non-profit, family-run organization that
strives to establish a unified voice for children and youth with social, emotional,
behavioral and other cross-systems challenges and values the importance of family
support. Our mission is to-ensure that every family has access to needed information,
support and services.

At Families Together, we recognize that social and emotional development and learning
are necessary counterparts to academic models and child growth and development. As a
statewide agency with thousands of advocates and family members, we are able to share
information regarding important programs like QUALITYstarsNY. Our Annual Conference
and trainings offered by regional staff and chapters reach early childhood professionals
and family members needing to strengthen and expand their knowledge, particularly
regarding children with mental health and other cross-systems challenges. Our agency is
committed to strengthening the family voice, engaging and supporting families and
ensuring that family input and expertise is valued in shaping policy and shifting attitudes.

Our partnership with the New York State Council of Children and Families to develop and
deliver the Children’s Plan has been essential, and we know that the principals and
values of the Children’s Plan have transferability to the 0 — 5 population. Our additional
collaborations with leaders and agencies throughout New York State have worked to
address and engage children, youth and families with cross-systems challenges, state
leaders and advocates and family members. Evidenced by our years of peer to peer,
family-run programming, leadership and peer credentialing, Families Together believes
strongly in the significance of the family and youth voice and of empowering youth and
parent involvement in critical educational and collateral decisions.

If the Office of Children and Family Services is awarded this grant, Families Together
pledges our support and assistance and will contribute our expertise and connections
with thousands of family members and advocates throughout New York State.

if you lg%)e anv aquestions or need further information, please do not hesitate to contact
me at

Sincerely,

Executive Director
Families Together in New \I(‘grk State




NYSAN

NEW YDRK STATE AFYERSCHDGL NETWORK

October 3, 2013

Governor Andrew Cuomo
Executive Chamber

State Capitol

Albany, NY 12224

Dear Governor Cuomo:

On behalf of the New York State Afterschool Network (NYSAN), I am pleased to write this letter
in strong support of New York State’s Early Learning Challenge Grant proposal. NYSAN
recognizes that a well-functioning system of high-quality services is essential to reducing the
achievement gap and ensuring that children enter kindergarten ready to succeed. In addition,
strong early care and learning experiences set the stage for children and youth to succeed in- and
out-of-school in preparation for college and career.

NYSAN is a public-private partnership of organizations throughout New York State dedicated to
increasing the quality and availability of afterschool and other expanded learning programs.
NYSAN facilitates connections among a broad range of state, regional and local partners
representing afterschool program providers, youth, parents, public agencies, advocates, funders,
evaluators, technical assistance and training providers, policymakers, businesses, researchers and
community leaders. Through policy development, communications, partnership development,
and capacity building, NYSAN works to build a coordinated, high-quality system of youth
services from birth through young adulthood. As such, NYSAN is an active partner with leaders
in the early care and learning community, and vice versa.

Examples of NYSAN’s support of the early care and learning community’s agenda include
participation in the Early Childhood Advisory Council’s efforts focused on workforce
development and quality improvement. NYSAN is partnering with the ECAC to develop school-
age standards as part of New York State’s Quality Rating Improvement System, Quality Stars
New York, and draft school age standards are currently being tested by volunteer agencies. In
addition, we have been in conversation with the statewide workforce registry and hope in future
stages of that work to establish high levels of alignment between early care and school age
systems to ensure coherence, quality, and efficiency. Finally, NYSAN is a partner to Winning
Beginning New York (WBNY), the state’s early care and learning coalition, as a strategy for
creating seamless pathways of support and success for children.

NYSAN applauds the Governor’s reform and policy agenda for children and youth, as well as that
of the New York State Education Department. Thank you for your strong leadership on the Early
Learning Challenge Grant proposal, and NYSAN stands ready to assist in any way possible and in
the collective efforts required to strengthen and expand supports for children and families while
making the wisest possible use of resources. We look forward to future work with your
Administration, and hope for a favorable outcome on this funding opportunity on behalf of the

Promoting young people’s safety, learning, and healthy development outside the traditional classroom.

1440 Broadway, 16th Floor | New York, NY 10018 | 646,943.8671 (p) | 646,.943,8800 (f) | www.nysan.org
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children of New York State. Please contact me if you have questions or require further
information.

Sincerely,

(b)(8)

Executive Director
New York State Afterschool Network
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An Initiative of

PARENTNNG"
RESOURCE \
NETWORK ’ Y

BARRY AND FLORENCE

FOR PARENTS OF
CHILDREN BIRTH TO FIVE 5&&3&5&%

Governor Andrew M. Cuomo
Executive Chamber

State Capitol

Albany, NY 12224

September 30. 2013
Dear Governor Cuomo,

| am writing this letter in support of New York State’s Race to the Top Early Learning Challenge Grant
application. As an early childhood professional for the past 30+ years | have witnessed first hand the
'difference early education can make in the life of a child. Currently | am Director of the Parenting
Resource Network (PRN) at the Friedberg JCC in Nassau County. The goals of New York’s proposal
coincide significantly with the concerns and efforts of the coalition of organizations that participate in
the Network as well as the parents we serve. '

The Parenting Resource Network is an information and referral service for parents and caregivers of
children birth to five. It was created to provide reliable child development information and parenting
skills to parents when their children are young so as to help them start off on the right foot as well as to
connect parents with community resources that most do not know exist. The PRN links together
agencies and organizations that are involved in early childhood and parenting education. Each
organization recognizes the importance of the first five years of life to a child’s future education
achievements and wants to help parents maximize that potential.

The parents | speak with are hungry for information about quality, affordable child care options so that
they can go to work without worry about their child’s welfare. The QUALITYstarsNY program will serve
to provide families with that information in a user friendly way. One noteworthy component of
QUALITYstarsNY is the focus on helping all programs to achieve the highest rating possible through
guidance and support for improvementé. This will not only raise the level of care for ail children but
provide important opportunities for professional development for child care staff. ‘

i am currently involved with the Family Support Long Island Initiative at Molloy College, working to
implement programs that will strengthen families and increase family engagement in the agencies and
organizations that are a part of the PRN. '

On behalf of the families we serve and the organizations of the PRN | am urging you to fully support
New York State’s RFP for the Race to the Top Early Learning Challenge Grant application. Thank you.

Sincerely, ;

Karen Horowitz, MA, Director

Parenting Resource Network
An Affiliate of

 The

g Ec;,rly‘
UJAGFederation = ears
Ojé Netw York g . Matter/

www.ParentingResourceNetwork.org
15 Neil Court ® Oceanside, MY 11572 @ 516-766-4341 ext. 162
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Winning Beginning

an early care and learning coalitior
September 20,2013

Honorable Andrew Cuomo
Governor of New York
Executive Chamber

Albany, New York 12224

Dear Governor Cuomo:

On behalf of Winning Beginning NY (WBNY), the state's early care and learning coalition, we
wish to express our strong support for New York State's Early Learning Challenge Grant
-proposal. The coalition recognizes that a well-functioning system of high-quality services is
essential to reducing the achievement gap and ensuring that children enter kindergarten ready to
succeed.

WBNY is a broad based and growing coalition with more than 200 supporters from across the
state. They include children's advocates, early childhood professionals, and higher education
- professionals, as well as non-traditional allies such as organizations like local United Ways and
trade unions. The coalition continues to build and expand its work in local communities as well
as statewide and is recognized as a strong and consistent voice for wise investments in early
childhood services. Our agenda includes prenatal, postpartum, and early childhood home visiting;
child care; Pre-K and Kindergarten; QUALITYstarsNY; Early Intervention; and afterschool
programs.

WBNY is actively engaged in national and state initiatives to support the highest quality outcomes
for children. The coalition advocated strongly for the formation of New York’s Early Childhood
Advisory Council (ECAC) to develop a coherent strategy and build a comprehensive system that
embraces early care and learning, family support and healthy development. A number of coalition
members serve on the ECAC and look forward to supporting the state's efforts in that capacity as
well. In addition, the coalition is actively supporting the President’s Early Learning Initiative
through mobilization and outreach efforts throughout the state.

WBNY works collaboratively with the Public Policy and Education Fund of New York (Citizen
Action and the Alliance for Quality Education) to embed the early years within K-12 education.
Our focus is on increasing access to high-quality programs, with particular attention on
QUALITYstarsNY, a Quality rating and improvement system, as a strategy to guide investment
-and promote quality. The groups are working to broaden the base of support for investments in
early education as a core foundation of improving educational opportunities for young children.

To that end, we are extremely pleased that New York State is seeking to invest in Race to the
Top Funds to expand QUALITYstarsNY, recognizing that the long-term improvements in
educational opportunity have to begin before kindergarten. Early childhood programs are critical
to success in school and beyond.
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Substantial background work undertaken by advocates and the ECAC has begun to improve
accountability by developing sufficient data and data systems to assess student progress and
program quality. We now have the opportunity to build that system and break down the
traditional silos that have existed for far too long. The resources from the federal grant will give
New York State the opportunity to significantly address that need.

Finally, early education programs rely on and are guided by the staff, particularly the staff in the
classrooms with children. The Early Learning Challenge Grant funds will help New York build
a coherent system of supports for pre-service and in-service education for the early childhood
workforce. The effective integration of learning. standards requires a well-prepared workforce.

Thank you again for your strong leadership on the Early Learning Challenge Grant proposal. We
look forward to future work with your Administration to ensure that New York State continues to
strengthen and expand its supports for children and families and makes the wisest possible use of
resources. It represents an opportunity to ensure much-needed investments in the early education

system.

Sincerely,

®)6) (®)6)
WBNY Co-Chair WBNY Co-Chair
Policy Director . Senior Staff Attorney

Center for Children’s Initiatives Empire Justice Center
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October 14, 2013

Governor Andrew M, Cuomo
Executive Chamber

State Capitol

Albany, NY 12224

Dear Governor Cuomo:

One of the top priorities for The Business Council of New York State, Inc. is
fostering a trained, skilled workforce to fit the needs of the 21st economy.

Early childhood education is an integral part of the “cradle to career” continuum.
For this reason, The Business Council supports New York’s application for a
federal Early Learning Challenge Grant.

The National Institute for Early Education Research found that children who go
through quality pre-K programs have stronger math and reading skills. Ensuring
that students develop these skills early on will help to foster later success in
college and the work world. '

The Business Council will continue to support initiatives that boost the quality of
education in New York State.

Sincerely,
(b)(6)

ViV iy 'f/{)/ PRI I I A T S B A B S A 7' Ay #

The Business Council of New York State, Inc. | 152 Washington AhtRue | Albany, New York 12210-2289 | www.bcnys org | 7 518.4657511




technologies

One CAPlaza
Islandia, NV 11749

(b)(8)

ca.com

September 30, 2013

Governor Andrew Cuomo
Executive Chamber

State Capito!

Albany, NY 12224

Dear Governor Cuomao:

At CA Technologies we believe in doing things better and smarter. That is why we fully support New.
York State’s application for a federal Early Learning Challenge Grant. This funding will provide an
opportunity to take what we already have in place to the next level. In essence, it will allow New York

to build a comprehensive early learning systém on our existing foundation.

Headquartered in Suffolk County, CA Technologies is a Fortune 500 company with approximately
13,000 employees worldwide and one of the largest indepen&ent software corporations in the world.
We are committed to serving the workforce of today while preparing the workforce of tomorrow.
That is why we subsidize seven on-site early learning programs, for children aged six weeks to six
years, for our employees. These Montessori classrooms are NAEYC accredited and of the highest
quahty We also recently opened a state«ofathe art infant-toddler play area. We believe that children
benefit from the experiences we are able to provide and that their parents—our employees—are

better workers because they know that their children are thriving.

Through our partnerships with Sesame Workshop, Boys and Girls Clubs of America, and
DonorsChoose. Org, we continue to support access to high-quality education for children of all ages.
We support New York State’s Early Learning Challenge Grant because we believe that it will

specifically benefit our youngest children. We wish you luck in your application.

Clmonvalis .

[ P

7Vice-President, Human K es CA Technologies
Member of America’s Edge
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ALBANY-COLONIE
REGIONAL
CHAMBER

CAPITAL REGION SMART

Governor Andrew Cuomo
Executive Chamber

State Capitol

Albany, NY 12224

October 5, 2013

Dear Governor Cuomo:

The Albany-Colonie Regional Chamber represents 2,200 businesses and organizations
that employ more than 110,000 area residents. Many of those employees are parents
who choose where they live and work based in no small part on the quality of
education in the area. Therefore, the Capital Region (and New York State in general)
must provide access to a continuum of educatjon that meets the highest quality
standards. In order to be truly effective, that education must begin in the very earliest
years.

This is why our Regional Chamber fully supports New York State's application for a
federal Early Learning Challenge Grant. We are specifically supportive of the
provisions that will increase the quality of programs through implementation of
QUALITYstarsNY, as well as explore a tax credit for programs that meet those new
quality standards. These provisions will support the workforces of today and
tomorrow.

QUALITYstarsNY will raise program quality standards and help ensure that children’s
early learning needs are met and that they are kindergarten-ready before they ever
enter a classroom. A tax credit will increase access to high-quality programs while
supporting small businesses.

| hope that the application is successful and that New York State continues to support
initiatives that encourage workers to move to the Capital Region to raise and educate
their chifdren.

#

7
Singerely, =
)6) =

President & CEOQ, Albany-Colonie Regional Chamber
Member of America’s Edge

At the Center of New York's Tech Valley
5 Computer Drive South, Albany. NY 12205-1608 t. 518.431.1400 acchamber.org
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The Honorable Andrew M. Cuomo

Governor

State of New York State Executive Chamber — State Capitol Building
Albany, New York 12224 '

Dear Governor cuomo:

As a current member of your Early Childhood Advisory Board (ECAC) 1 am writing to express my
support for New York's Race to the Top — Early Learning Challenge Grant application. As an educator for
the past thirty nine years and currently inmy role as Department Chair person in the Teacher
Preparation department at Hudson Valley Community College | can attest to the importance of
providing New York’s young children, particularly children with high needs, with high-quality early
childhood education. Our department’s mission statement and conceptual framework outlined below
clearly reflects the need for high quality teachers who are pedagogically skilled. -
“The Teacher preparation Department is committed to preparing sensitive, caring, reflective, and
considerate students who are academically strong, pedagogically skilled, and culturally responsive to the
needs of diverse learners within a global society.

We believe that students should demonstrate a strong foundation and knowledge of typical and

- atypical child development by modeling attitudes and beliefs which reflect socioeconomic and cultural
sensitivity, consideration of others, and flexibility when working with children, adults, coworkers,
community members and families within a global content and in diverse settings. Students should
demonstrate developmentally appropriate best teaching practices in a culturally responsive, inclusive,
adaptiVe and interactive learning environment. Each student should maintain a professional demeanor
in which the student displays @ positive, appropriate approach toward children and learning which
demonstrates an awareness of each child’s diverse learning needs. Our daily teaching practices are
grounded in these beliefs and values which we strive to nurture within ourselves as well as in our

students.”

We expect-our graduates to demonstrate the following fine components which are the foundations

upon which all of our teaching is centered.
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lam p\eased to know that New York State’s proposal aims to increase the number of high quality early
learning and development programs by expanding QUAL\TYstarsNY. With this initiative, the state will be
able to support programs serving children with high needs in improving the quality of their services.
Wwork that will result in improved outcomes for children. tam also p\eased that New York's proposa\
seeks to improve the quality of early childhood education by also including ctrategies 10 increase the
knowledge and skills of the early childhood workforce. This combined set of strategies 0 improve the
quality of early childhood education is admirable. Asa Community College , and a nationally accredited
early childhood program, we are committed 0 assisting in this endeavor by providing professiona\
development opportunities and course work for early childhood profess'\ona\s

Finally, | strongly support proposed efforts to improve the health, nutrition, and social emotional
development of young children, and to better engage and support families in meeting the needs of their
children. Itis only through this comprehens'\ve approach that we will be able t0 close the achievement
gap and ensure that all children, part'\cular\y children with high needs, have the supports and services

they need 10 succeed in school and life.

| commend you and your.administration for developing this bold proposa\ and offer my support for the

successful imp\ementat'\on of this important initiative.

sincerely,

" [®)®)

Department Chair
Teacher preparation Department

- Hudson Valley Community College
80 Vandenburgh Avenue

Troy, New York 12180
(b)(6)
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Central Administration
6339 Mill Street

P.0. Box 5005 )
Rhinebeck, NY 12572-5005

Tel: [(b)(6)

Fax:
gmail:[(0)6)
Website: www.astorservices.org

SERVICES FOR CHILDREN & FAMILIES

_Because every child deserves a childhood

October 4, 2013

The Honorable Andrew M, Cuomo

Governor -
State of New York State Executive Chamber — State Capitol Building

Albany, New York 12224

Dear Governor Cuomo:

| am writing to express my support for New York's Race to the Top —~ Early Learning Challenge
Grant application. The importance of providing New York’s young children, particular’ly children with
high needs, with high-quality early childhood education cannot be overstated, AS a member of the
ECAC and provider of early childhood services in NY, | have experienced first hand the benefits of high
quality early childhood education. We have multiple stories of Head Start and Early Head Start Students
who have overcome the barriers related to either their disability or poverty to achieve success as adults.

| am pleased to know that New York State’s proposal aims to increase the number of high
quality early jearning and development programs by expanding QUALITYstarsNY. With this initiative, the
state will be able to support programs serving children with high needs in improving the quality of their
services. Work that will result in improved outcomes for children. | am also pleased that New York’s
proposal seeks to improve the quality of early childhood education by also including strategies to
increase the knowledge and skills of the early childhood workforce. This combined set of strategies to
improve the quality of early childhood education is admirable.

Finally, 1 strongly support proposed efforts to improve the health, nutrition, and social
emotional development of young children, and to better engage and support families in meeting the
needs of their children. it is only through this comprehensive approach that we will be able to close the
achievement gap and ensure that all children, particularly children with high needs, have the supports
and services they need to succeed in school and life.

| commend you and your administration for developing this bold proposal and offer my support
for the successful implementation of this important initiative. '

_Sincerely,

. b)(6 - .
J‘—S'E'—w—jm o e Executive Director/CEU

Catholic Chanities
Arhdisese of New Yook

Prosi o Milp Ceoneat et 118
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Cattaraugus & Wyoming Counties
Project Head Start

101 South 19th Street « Olean, NY 14760-3325
[(b)(6) |
www.headstartnetwork.com

Ira Katzenstein, CEGQ

October 3, 2013

The Honorable Andrew M. Cuomo

~ Governor
State of New York State Executive Chamber - State Capitol Building
Albany, New York 12224

Dear Governor Cuomo:

| am writing to express my support for New York’s Race to the Top — Early Learning Challenge
Grant application. The importance of providing New York’s young children, particularly children with
high needs, with high-quality early childhood education cannot be overstated. Asthe CEO of
Cattaraugus and Wyoming Counties Project Head Start, | can attest to the great unmet need — there are
about 1,700 low income (<100% poverty) children 3-4 in our area most who are not in programming.

| am pleased to know that New York State’s proposal aims to increase the actual quality — not
just the number due to including more of NYS in its reach - of all early learning and development
programs and using QUALITYstarsNY to do so. With this initiative, the state will be able to support
programs serving children with high needs in improving the quality of their services. Work that will
result in improved outcomes for children. '

As one who employs about 100 peréons, | am also pleased that New York’s proposal seeks to
improve the quality of early childhood education and the knowledge and skills of the early childhood
workforce. -

Head Start has shown, and | strongly support proposed efforts, we can improve the health,
nutrition, and social emotional development of young children. We can always better engage and
support families in meeting the needs of their children. It is only through this comprehensive approach
like Head Start’s that we will be able to close the achievement gap and ensure that all children,
particularly children with high needs, have the supports and services they need to succeed in school and
life. ’

| commend you and your administration for developing this bold proposal and offer my support
for the successful implementation of this important initiative.

Sincerely,
(b)(6)

ira Katzenstein

Families are thé heart of Head Start. . . where great minds begin

Head Start & Early Head Start Centers ... educating parents and children birth to 5

Delevan Franklinvilie Olean Salamanca Warsaw
716-482-4720 716-676-8000 716i11’>;/'2-5959 716-945-5281 585-786-2770




The Children’s Aid Society

www.childrensaidsociety.org

September 19, 2013

Governor Andrew Cuomo ' (
Executive Chamber

State Capitol

Albany, NY 12224

Dear Governor Cuomo:

The Children's Aid Society (CAS) strongly supports New York State’s proposal for a federal Early Learning
Challenge grant. We believe that New York’s proposal will go a long way in establishing and implementing a
system to significantly improve early childhood opportunities for New York’s children. CAS is committed to
working with government partners, policy makers, fellow providers, parents and communities towards this end.

For 160 years, The Children’s Aid Society has helped children in poverty to succeed and thrive. We do this by
providing comprehensive supports to children and their families in targeted high-need New York City
neighborhoods. Today, CAS serves 70,000 children and families in New York City each year, approximately
1,000 of whom attend our center-based and school-based early childhood programs. We also share New York
State’s commitment to the children of NY: ensure that all young children attend high quality early childhoods
programs and are ready to achieve success in Kindergarten and beyond.

Children’s Aid is particularly enthusiastic about the following components of New York’s proposal: the
implementation of QUALITYstarsNY, the tiered quality rating and improvement system; addressing the health,
behavioral and developmental needs of children; engaging and supporting families; focus on developing the
skills, knowledge and ability of the early childhood workforce; and building an early learning data system. Asa
member organization of the NYS Early Childhood Advisory Committee, we have been actively involved in

developing aspects of the proposal, especially in monitoring and advising the quality rating and improvement
system pilot phase.

An Early Learning Challenge grant award to New York would help The Children’s Aid Society strengthen our
early childhood work in the neediest communities in NYC — Harlem, Washington Heights, Northern Staten
Island and the South Bronx — using QUALITYstarsNY as the vehicle. We look forward to working with a
coalition of providers, partners, advocates and representatives from higher education to ensure that there are
enough high-quality early childhood options for the children who need them the most.

All children deserve to enter school ready to learn. An Early Learning Challenge grant in New York will do
much to help us all realize that goal.

Sincerely,

(b)(8)

President & CEO

Executive Officer 105 East 22nd Street = New YorIkZONY 10010 » 212.949.4921 « wiew. childrensaidsociely Ofg



Governor Andrew Cuomo
Executive Chamber

State Capitol

Albany, NY 12224

To the Honorable Governor Cuomo,

It is a pleasure 1o write this letter in support of New York's Early
learning Challenge Grant. Docs for Tofs is a non-profit, non-partisan
organization led by pediafricians to promote practices, policies,
and investments that will enable youngd children fo thrive. Docs for
Tots creates linkages between doctors, policymokers, early
childhood practitioners, and other stakeholders to ensure that
children grow Up healthy. Our focus is on the youngest children and
their families, from prenatal fo children age five. Our vision is that all
families are able to fully support the healthy development of their
children during early childhood. Docs for Tots provides doctors and
other stakeholders tools to fransform practice and improve public
policy with a focus on five priority issues: promoting the early
childhood medical home, increasing developmental screening,
promoting high quality early care and education, improving social-
emotional health and addressing poverty.

We have been an integral part of New York's early childhood
landscape for he past decade and have co-chaired New York's
Early Childhood Advisory Council since it's inception. In that role
and others, we have worked collaboratively fo infuse key health
standards into Quality Stars New York , worked to develop resources
to advance the standards, developed a plan for an early screening
system in New York beginning with a focus on developmental
screening and including elements of professionol development,
parent and public education and policy work, championed
promotion of social emotional development with an initial focus on
the early childhood education setting by exploring and sharing best
practicing, developing key resources and partnerships to educate
the field. We have also been infegrally involved in advocating for
advancing the capacity and training of the child care health
consultant workforce in New York, most recently commitfing to
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cultivating a Child Care Health Consultant Network in New York and
a resource center to support their training. We have been d
persistent voice for supporting Cross systems alignment around early
‘childhood as well as bring capacity to ensure that health is
consistently at the early childhood table.

Co-director persondl involvement as lead quthor of the Building
Rridges between health and early childhood systems project
speakers kit administered through National American Academy of
Pediatrics, long term engagement on the National Section of Early
Education and Childcare (emerging Council of Early Childhood)
and continued education and promotion of Caring For Our
Children : National Health and Safety Performance Standards;
Guidelines for Early Care and Education Programs brings
orgonizo‘rionol expertise around the most current thinking and best
practices in this arena.

We are most excited about the proposed work of New Yorks's Early
Learning Challenge grant. We stand ready to provide: leadership in
improving the health standards within the qudlity rafing system, .
development of professiond development, resources, training and
technical assistance around health promotion, development of
further professional development and systems level advocdacy
around ‘developmen’rol screening, social emotional health and
screening and linkages to the medical home . We are prepared o
work with the State on all of these aredas ds well as to further
cultivate our Child Care Health Consuliant Network and provide
expertise around children with high and special needs.

We strongly believe that New York is uniquely poised for success 1o
implement the proposed activities of the Early Learning Challenge
Grant due to d tremendous amount of groundwork accomplished
over the past years around health promotion standards,
commitment to developing and training the health consultant
network, momentum and resources developed around
.deve|opmemol screening and social emotional development.
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These initiatives are ready to be taken to scale to provide New
York's children with the start that would be realized from
implementation of the proposed activities would have tremendous
impact on their school readiness and lifelong health and success.
We are honored and enthusiastic to share our support for this work.

Sincerely,

Co-Director

Docs For Tofs
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. Anne W. Mitchell

1250 Honey Hollow Road _ Voice: (518) 966-4585
Climax, New York 12042 E-mail: anne.walsh.mitchell@gmail.com
September 10, 2013

Governor Andrew Cuomo
Executive Chamber

State Capitol

Albany, NY 12224

Dear Governor Cuomo:

1 write to express my sincere and passionate intent to suppott fully the standards-based system
of early learning and development that New York State is committed to implementing and has
described in its application for the federal Early Learning Challenge grant.

As a long-time elected member and former vice-president of the Greenville Board of Education,
I have seen the significant effects that excellent early experiences have for young children as
they enter kindergarten. Engaged families and great teachers in high quality settings can make

all the difference in school success.

As a member of your Early Childhood Advisory Council since its inception and past co-chair of
its Quality Improvement Workgroup, I am enthusiastically committed to implementing and
have been deeply engaged in designing QUALITYstarsNY. QUALITYstarsNY truly is the hub
that connects our essential standards together: early learning and development standards for
children linked with the knowledge and credentials of the workforce, linked with the standards
for programs and the supports that will create high-quality learning settings. QUALITYstarsNY
undergirded by a robust data system will improve learning, change child outcomes, and

advance our state and community systems.

As a leader in the movement to advance QRIS across this nation, I know that QUALITYstarsNY
is an exceptionally high-quality QRIS with bold and rigorous standards based on the best
evidence, solidly connected to family engagement, children’s learning and health, and an
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offective and highly qualified workforce. Our innovative implementation strategy focused on
high-need communities, beginning with neighborhoods around persistently low-achieving
schools, is unique in the nation. The potential to connect all of the crucial elements into one
comprehensive system has the potential to transform education in this state — from the
education of expectant parents right though kindergarten and on to college success and world-

class careers.
1 am proud to support New York in this ground-breaking endeavor.

Sincerely,

(b)(8)

President, Early Childhood Policy Research
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Helping communities value children

(b)(8)

President

Board of Directors

|(b)(6) |

Chair
Adelphi University

|(b)(6) |
Vice-Chair
Winthrop-University Hospital
(b)(6)
Treasurer

Morgan Stanley Smith Barney
(b)(6)

. Bank of America

|(b)(6)

Educational Consultant

(b)(8)

Noticia Hispanoamericana,
Inc.

(b)(8)
PHH Arval

(b)(8)
Fair Media Council

(b)(8)

Middle Country Publc Library

(b)(8)

Life Planning Group

|(b)(6)
Woarldwide Who's Who

|(b)(6) |
Rivkin Radler

(b)(8)

ProActive Technology Group, LLC

September 26, 2013

Governor Andrew M. Cuomo 1
Executive Chamber

State Capitol

Albany, NY 12224

Dear Governor Cuomo:

It is with enthusiastic pride that | write this letter supporting New York State’s
efforts to secure federal funds for the Early Learning Challenge Grant. As a member of
your Early Childhood Advisory Council and an early proponent of QualitystarsNY, | can
attest to the incredibly innovative and collaborative way in which New York has proposed
to improve school readiness for our most vulnerable children.

As a regional nonprofit organization working to improve school readiness for children in
our highest need districts, we see the need for more inter-agency collaboration, research-
based policy, and flexible regulations that allow practices to be customized to the very
diverse regions of the state. Our Early Learning Challenge Grant proposal strengthens
these elements and builds.on our strong history of support for early education and your
recent leadership around investments in full-day pre-K and home visiting. This propqsal is
perfectly timed to tak advantage of our progress to date and increase our focus on closing
the achievement gap for children in underserved communities

This proposal engenders pride because it demonstrates how we, as a state, are practicing

" what we preach. We have incorporated family support principles in so many programs at

the State Department of Education, Office of Child and Familiy Services (OCFS), and the
Departments of Health and Mental Health. We have designed QualitystarsNY with the
input of over 50 focus groups of parents. We know that low-income children are less likely .
to be using the regulated market of care than their more affluent peers. This reality
requires that efforts to improve school readiness go beyond the formal market of
programs and engagé parents in places they frequent, e.g. libraries, pediatricians’ offices,
parks, places of worship. The proposed Early Learning challenge Grant calls for the active
involvement of Docs for Tots, Family Place Librarires and other community institutions
that can reach parents with messages about the importance of the early years for school
readinesss, as well as the resources in the community that can support them in their
efforts to help their children be ready for school success.

| am grateful for the leadership you have shown around early childhood educafion and
hope New York is successful in winning the Early Learning Challenge Grant, because we

certainly are worthy.

Sincerely,

(b)(8)

Owne Dupont Street, Sulte 101, Platwview, NY 11803  516.304.5480 (PH)  516.204.5484 (Fax)  www.eyl.org
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Hundreds of Police Chiefs, Sheriffs,
Prosecutors, other Law Enforcement
Leaders, and Violence Survivors
Preventing Crime and Violence

Governor Andrew Cuomo
Executive Chamber

State Capitol

Albany, NY 12224

September 24, 2013
Dear Governor Cuomo:

On behalf of Fight Crime: Invest in Kids, we wish to submit this letter of intent with regard to the State’s
Early Learning Challenge Grant proposal.

Fight Crime is comprised of over 300 jaw enforcement leaders—chiefs of police, sheriffs, and district
attorneys—and crime survivors across the State. Research and our first-hand experience show that it
takes both strict law enforcement and proven prevention programs—such as early education—to keep
our communities safe.

Our own experience tells us that we must invest early to prevent children and youth from becoming
involved in the juvenile and criminal justice systems. In addition, we must support prevention programs
that help strengthen families and keep children out of harms way. Therefore, Fight Crime supports

" strengthening the early learning system and has long advocated for the components included in the

application, particularly for universal implementation of high-quality early care and education and
home visiting programs. We are committed to continuing that advocacy and to ensuring that the
communities we serve have access to and benefit from a comprehensive system.

Our role is to lend our voices so that policymakers and the public understand that early learning is
imperative to building a strong, safe society—now and for the future. This fall, we will release a report
entitied I’/m The Guy You Pay Later, which outlines our position that investing now will resultin fewer
incarceration costs later on. Increased investments in a comprehensive system will result in better
educational outcomes that, in turn, result in less crime. Today, New York State has 55,706 inmates in
state prisons; 22,159 of those do not have a GED or high school diploma. Research shows that crime
can be reduced by increasing high school graduation rates—and increasing school success starts before
children ever enter a classroom.

If New York State doesn’t want to pay jaw enforcement later, we need to implement the strategies
included in the Early Learning Challenge Grant proposal. Fight Crime: Invest in Kids stands ready to
work with the State to implement the proposal on the ground, in communities across Néw York.

Thank you. BL6) )
" b)(6
Chief of Police, District Attorney, Sheriff Ontario County
Massena Saratoga County
O
3 Columbia Place * Albany, NY 12207 » Phone (b)(€) Fax =

www.fightcrime.org/ny
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October 1, 2013

The Honorable Andrew M. Cuomo

Governor ’
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