Connecticut

IV, APPLICATION ASSURANCES AND CERTIFICATIONS
Race to the Top — Early Learning Challenge
(CFDA No. 84.412)

Legal Name of Applicant Applicant’s Mailing Address:
(Office of the Governor):
Executive Chambers

Governor Dannel P. Malloy State Capital

Hartford, CT 06106
Employer Identification Number: Organizational DUNS:
06-6000798 079102530
Lead Agency: Connecticut Office of Early Lead Agency Contact Phone:
Childhood

860-713-6411

Contact Name: ‘
Lead Agency Contact Email Address:

Myra Jones-Taylor, Executive Director _ V
Myra.Jones-taylor@ct.gov

Required Applicant Signatures (Must include signatures from an authorized representative of each
Participating State Agency. Insert additional signature blocks as needed below. To simplify the process,
signatories may sign on separate Application Assurance forms.):

To the best of my knowledge and belief, all of the information and data in this application are true and correct.

I further certify that I have read the application, am fully committed to it, and will support its implementation:

Governor or Authorized Representative of the Governor (Printed Name): Telephone:
Governor Dannel P. Malloy 860-566-4840
Signature of Governor or Authorized,Representative of the Governor: Date:
(b)(6)
lo / ¥ Ez’,c‘sx's
Lead Agency Authorized }fepresemativé (Printed Name): Agency Name:
Myra Jones-Taylor, Executive Director Office of Early Childhood
Signature of Lead Agency Authorized Representative: _ Date:
(b)(6)

/01773
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Connecticut
Race to the Top-Early Learning Challenge Application

Accountability, Transparency, and Reporting Assurances

The Governor or his/her authorized representative assures that the State will comply with all
applicable assurances in OMB Standard Forms 4248 and D (Assurances for Non-Construction
and Construction Programs), including the assurances relating to the legal authority to apply for
assistance; access to records; conflict of interest; merit systems; nondiscrimination; Hatch Act
provisions; labor standards, including Davis-Bacon prevailing wages; flood hazards; historic
preservation; protection of human subjects; animal welfare; lead-based paint; Single Audit Act;
and the general agreement to comply with all applicable Federal laws, executive orders, and
regulations.

o With respect to the certification regarding lobbying in Department Form 80-0013, no
Federal appropriated funds have been paid or will be paid to any person for influencing
or attempting to influence an officer or employee of any agency, a Member of Congress,
an officer or employee of Congress, or an employee of a Member of Congress in
connection with the making or renewal of Federal grants under this program: the State
will complete and submit Standard Form-LLL, "Disclosure Form to Report Lobbying,"
when required (34 C.F.R. Part 82, Appendix B); and the State will require the full
certification, as set forth in 34 C.F.R. Part 82, Appendix A, in the award documents for
all subawards at all tiers.

s The State and other entities will comply with the following provisions of the Education
Department General Administrative Regulations (EDGAR), as applicable: 34 CFR
Part 74 -- Administration of Grants and Agreements with Institutions of Higher
Education, Hospitals, and Other Non-Profit Organizations; 34 CFR Part 76 -- State-
Administered Programs, including the construction requirements in section 75.600
through 75.617 that are incorporated by reference in section 76.600; 34 CFR Part 77 -
Definitions that Apply to Department Regulations; 34 CFR Part 80 -- Uniform
Administrative Requirements for Grants and Cooperative Agreements to State and Local
Governments, including the procurement provisions; 34 CFR Part 81 -- General
Education Provisions Act—Enforcement; 34 CFR Part 82 -- New Restrictions on
Lobbying; and with the debarment and suspension regulations found at 2 CFR Part 3485.

Governor or Authorized Representative of the Governor (Printed Name):

Governor Dannel P. Malloy

Signature: Date:

ofulzo3

Appendix 2: Participating State Agency MOUs  Page 2



Connecticut

Dannel P. Malloy
GOVERNOR
STATE OQF CONNECTICUT

October 11, 2013

The Honorable Arne Duncan, Secretary
United State Department of Education
400 Maryland Avenue, SW
Washington, D.C. 20202

The Honorable Kathleen Sebelius, Secretary

United State Department of Health and Human Services
200 Independence Avenue, SW

Washington, D.C. 20201

Re: Race to the Top - Early Learning Challenge Grant
Dear Secretary Duncan and Secretary Sebelius:

Over three years as Governor, | have made improving the educational and health outcomes
of young children with high needs a top priority. Together with the Connecticut General
Assembly, Connecticut added 1000 more spaces to our state pre-kindergarten program
School Readiness, and after a planning period, we established the Office of Early Childhood
(OEC) to administer a comprehensive, coordinated system of early childhood services and
supports for children from birth to age five. Connecticut is making progress; however,
there remains much work to do.

Connecticut’s reality remains that one in four children enters Kindergarten without the
skills, knowledge, and behaviors, needed to succeed - reducing their chances of reaching
their educational potential and contributing to the worst achievement gap of any state in
the country. With Connecticut’s Race to the Top - Early Learning Challenge (RTT-ELC)
grant application, we ambitiously seek to achieve a 50% increase in the percentage of
children with high needs who are enrolled in high quality early learning and development
programs prior to Kindergarten and who, therefore, will enter Kindergarten ready to
succeed.

Connecticut has invested billions of dollars in early childhood programs over the years, but
educational outcomes for our most vulnerable young children have not significantly
improved. We have created excellent programs that reach some children during some of
their early years, but we continue to work towards an integrated, comprehensive system
that reaches every high-need child in every setting.

OFFICE OF THE GOVERMNOR « STATE CAPUTOL
‘31() CAPITOL AVENUE, HARTFORD, CONNECTICLIT 06106
EL (860)566-4840 = FAX {BG0I524-7396 * www.gGvarnorol.gor
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Connecticut

That is why, in June of this year, upon the Connecticut General Assembly providing funding,
| created by Executive Order, the Office of Early Childhood (OEC) as a cabinet-level agency
reporting directly to me. Within a few short weeks of signing the Executive Order, the OEC
began the integration of state programs that center on young children. Three programs
have been transferred from other state agencies, and we anticipate two additional
programs will move to the OEC as well. Through this new governance structure, we will
transform the early childhood education paradigm to improve academic outcomes for
children and their caregivers. While Connecticut undertakes our proposed Race to the Top
projects to further develop our comprehensive system of early childhood care and
education, we have already taken steps to ensure that our Head Start programs continue to
be available to children with high needs even during periods of federal government shut
down.

Connecticut’s Race to the Top - Early Learning Challenge (RTT-ELC) proposal will enable
Connecticut to accelerate ongoing efforts to strengthen our state system, including the
implementation of the ConneCT to Quality (C2Q), our tiered quality rating and
improvement system, and, the complementary technical assistance network and
professional development system that will further enhance the capacity of Connecticut's
dedicated early childhood workforce. Our proposal builds upon years of investment and
planning, but at the same time represents a dramatic shift in the way our state coordinates
its federal, state, and local resources to produce brighter futures for our children. Only
through improved service coordination, integration of early care learning and development
standards, and quality improvements included in our RTT-ELC proposal will Connecticut
be able to achieve our goal of accelerating the increase in the number of high needs
children who will be enrolled in high quality care and learning settings.

There is no doubt that a talented workforce is critical to our future. Developing a talent
pipeline requires investment across the educational continuum, but most importantly,
demands a commitment to invest in the education, health and well-being of our youngest
children. Connecticut has made that commitment. That is why I am proud to present to
you Connecticut’s Race to the Top - Early Learning Challenge application. Our RTT-ELC
proposal aligns with my agenda to improve health, development and educational outcomes
for young children, to reduce the achievement gap, and to build a world-class workforce.
At its core our RTT-ELC proposal reflects Connecticut’s belief in our fundamental
responsibility to provide an opportunity for all children to succeed.

Sincerely,

Dannel P. Malloy
Governor, State of Connecticut
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Connecticut

MODEL PARTICIPATING STATE AGENCY
MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING

This Memorandum of Understanding (“MOU?) is entered into by and between _Office of Early
Childhood_ (“Lead Agency™) and _Board of Regents for Higher Education_ (“Participating State .
Agency”). The purpose of this agreement is to establish a framework of collaboration, as well as
articulate specific roles and responsibilities in support of the State in its implementation of an approved
Race to the Top-Early Learning Challenge grant project.

L ASSURANCES
The Participating State Agency hereby certifies and represents that it:
1) Agrees to be a Participating State Agency and will implement those portions of the State Plan indicated
in Exhibit L, if the State application is funded;
2) Agrees to use, to the extent applicable and consistent with the State Plan and Exhibit I:
{(a) A set of statewide Early Learning and Development Standards;
(b) A set of statewide Program Standards;
(¢) A statewide Tiered Quality Rating and Improvement System; and
(d) A statewide Workforce Knowledge and Competency Framework and progression of
credentials.

(Please note that Participating State Agencies must provide these assurances in order for the State to be
eligible for a Race to the Top-Early Learning Challenge grant.)

3) Has all requisite power and authority to execute and fulfill the terms of this MOU;

4) Is familiar with the State’s Race to the Top-Early Learning Challenge grant application and is
supportive of and committed to working on all applicable portions of the State Plan;

5) Will provide a Final Scope of Work only if the State’s application is funded and will do so in a timely
fashion but no later than 90 days after a grant is awarded; and will describe the Participating State
Agency’s specific goals, activities, timelines, budgets, and key personnel (“Participating State Agency
Plan™) in a manner that is consistent with the Preliminary Scope of Work (Exhibit 1), with the Budget
included in section VIII of the State Plan (including existing funds, if any, that the Participating State
Agency is using for activities and services that help achieve the outcomes of the State Plan; and

6) Will comply with all of the terms of the Race to the Top-Early Learning Challenge Grant, this
agreement, and all applicable Federal and State laws and regulations, including laws and regulations
applicable to the Race to the Top-Early Learning Challenge program, and the applicable provisions of
EDGAR (34 CFR Parts 75,77, 79, 80, 82, 84, 86, 97, 98 and 99), and the suspension and debarment
regulations in 2 CFR Part 3485.

IL. PROJECT ADMINISTRATION

A. PARTICIPATING STATE AGENCY RESPONSIBILITIES
In assisting the Lead Agency in implementing the tasks and activities described in the State’s Race to the
Top-Early Learning Challenge grant application, the Participating State Agency will:

1) Implement the Participating State Agency Scope of Work as identified in Exhibit 1 of this agreement;
2} Abide by the governance structure outlined in the State Plan;

3) Abide by the Participating State Agency’s Budget included in section VI of the State Plan (including
the existing funds from Federal, State, private and local sources, if any, that the Participating State
Agency is using to achieve the outcomes in the RTT-ELC State Plan);
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4) Actively participate in all relevant meetings or other events that are organized or sponsored by the
State, by the U.S. Department of Education (“ED”), or by the U.S. Department of Health and Human
Services (“"HHS™);

5) Post to any Web site specified by the State, ED. or HHS, in a timely manner, all non-proprietary
products and lessons learned developed using Federal funds awarded under the RTT-ELC grant;

6) Participate, as requested, in any evaluations of this grant conducted by the State, ED, or HHS:

7) Be responsive to State, ED, or HHS requests for project information including on the status of the
project, project implementation, outcomes, and any problems anticipated or encountered, consistent with
applicable local, State and Federal privacy laws,

B. LEAD AGENCY RESPONSIBILITIES
In assisting the Participating State Agencies in implementing their tasks and activitics described in the
State’s Race to the Top-Early Learning Challenge application, the Lead Agency will:

1} Work collaboratively with the Participating State Agency and support the Participating State Agency
in carrying out the Participating State Agency Scope of Work, as identified in Exhibit [ of this agreement;
2) Timely award the portion of Race to the Top-Early Learning Challenge grant funds designated for the
Participating State Agency in the State Plan during the course of the project period and in accordance
with the Participating State Agency’s Scope of Work, as identified in Exhibit I, and in accordance with
the Participating State Agency’s Budget, as identified in section VIII of the State’s application;

3) Provide feedback on the Participating State Agency’s status updates, any interim reports, and project
plans and products;

4) Keep the Participating State Agency informed of the status of the State’s Race to the Top-Early
Learning Challenge grant project and seek input from the Participating State Agency, where applicable,
through the governance structure outlined in the State Plan;

5) Facilitate coordination across Participating State Agencies necessary to implement the State Plan; and
6) ldentify sources of technical assistance for the project.

C. JOINT RESPONSIBILITIES

1) The Lead Agency and the Participating State Agency will each appoint a key contact person for the
Race to the Top-Early Learning Challenge grant.

2) These key contacts from the Lead Agency and the Participating State Agency will maintain frequent
communication to facilitate cooperation under this MOU, consistent with the State Plan and governance
structure,

3) Lead Agency and Participating State Agency personnel will work together to determine appropriate
timelines for project updates and status reports throughout the grant period.

4) Lead Agency and Participating State Agency personnel will negotiate in good faith toward achieving
the overall goals of the State’s Race to the Top-Early Learning Challenge grant, including when the State
Plan requires modifications that affect the Participating State Agency, or when the Participating State
Agency’s Scope of Work requires modifications.

D. STATE RECOURSE IN THE EVENT OF PARTICIPATING STATE AGENCY’S FAILURE
TO PERFORM

If the Lead Agency determines that the Participating State Agency is not meeting its goals, timelines,
budget, or annual targets, or is in some other way not fulfilling applicable requirements, the Lead Agency
will take appropriate enforcement action, which could include initiating a collaborative process by which
to attempt to resolve the disagreements between the Lead Agency and the Participating State Agency, or
initiating such enforcement measures as are available to the Lead Agency, under applicable State or
Federal law.,

11l. MODIFICATIONS
This Memorandum of Understanding may be amended only by written agreement signed by each of the
parties involved, in-consultation with ED.
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IV. DURATION

This Memorandum of Understanding shall be effective, beginning with the date of the last signature
hereon and, if a Race to the Top- Early Learning Challenge grant is received by the State, ending upon the
expiration of the Race to the Top- Early Learning Challenge grant project period.

V. SIGNATURES

/0 /)13

V4 7 Date
Dr, Myra Jones-Tavlor Executive Director
Print Name Title

olg]t b,
Date '
. U
Dr. Gregory W. Gray President

Print Name Title

Appendix 2: Participating State Agency MOUs  Page 7



Connecticut

EXHIBIT I - PARTICIPATING STATE AGENCY SCOPE OF WORK

The Participating State Agency hereby agrees to participate in the State Plan, as described in the State’s
application, and more specifically commits to undertake the tasks and activities described in detail below.

Selection
_— Participating Part Type of Participation
Criterion pating ¥ i patio
Example Row— e State-funded preschool Representatives from each program are sitting

shows an example

of criterion (B)(1) | e Head Start Collab Office

Jor the State
agency that
oversees state-

Sfunded preschool,
IDEA, and Heead
Start Collab (ffice

e [DEA preschool special ed

on the state commitice to define statewide QRIS
program standards

@

Head Start Collab Office

Responsible for cross-walking Head Start
performance standards with the new Program
Standards

B)(1)

(B)(2)

(B)3)

B)4)

B)S)

(Cx1) Board of Regents -Adopt Early Learning and Development
Standards as part of curriculum.

(€)2)

(€3

©)4)

{D3(1) Board of Regents -Agree to release faculty time fo participate in
the new Early Childhood Professional
Development Consortium
-Responsible for strengthening articulation
agreements between 2 and 4 year institutions
around Early Childhood credits
-Responsible for creating articulation
agreements to accept competency based
professional development as credit when
delivered by an approved PD provider

(D)1)

(D)(2)

(E)(1)

(E)2)

Signature (Au

(b)(6)

ive o T Cy)

Date

fG 154173

Signature (Authorjzed ;f{jpifes Hitive Q[XP@! fcipating State Agency) Date
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Connecticut

PARTICIPATING STATE AGENCY
MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING

This Memorandum of Understanding (“MOU”) is entered into by and between _Office of Early
Childhood _ (“Lead Agency”) and Charier Oak State College (“Participating State Agency”). The
purpose of this agreement is to establish a framework of collaboration, as well as articulate specitic roles
and responsibilities in support of the State in its implementation of an approved Race to the Top-Early
Learning Challenge grant project.

I. ASSURANCES
The Participating State Agency hereby certifies and represents that it:
1) Agrees to be a Participating State Agency and will implement those portions of the State Plan indicated
in Exhibit 1, if the State application is funded;
2) Agrees to use, to the extent applicable and consistent with the State Plan and Exhibit I
(2) A set of statewide Early Learning and Development Standards;
(b) A set of statewide Program Standards;
(c) A statewide Tiered Quality Rating and Improvement System; and
(d) A statewide Workforce Knowledge and Competency Framework and progression of
credentials.

(Please note that Participating State Agencies must provide these assurances in order for the State to be
eligible for a Race 1o the Top-Early Learning Challenge grant.)

3) Has all requisite power and authority to execute and fulfill the terms of this MOU;

4) Is familiar with the State’s Race to the Top-Early Learning Challenge grant application and is
supportive of and committed to working on all applicable portions of the State Plan;

5) Will provide a Final Scope of Work only if the State’s application is funded and will do so in a timely
fashion but no later than 90 days after a grant is awarded; and will describe the Participating State
Agency’s specific goals, activities, timelines, budgets, and key personnel (“Participating State Agency
Plan”) in 2 manner that is consistent with the Preliminary Scope of Work (Exhibit I), with the Budget
included in section VIII of the State Plan (including existing funds, if any, that the Participating State
Agency is using for activities and services that help achieve the outcomes of the State Plan; and

6) Will comply with all of the terms of the Race to the Top-Early Learning Challenge Grant, this
agreement, and all applicable Federal and State laws and regulations, including laws and regulations
applicable to the Race to the Top-Early Learning Challenge program, and the applicable provisions of
EDGAR (34 CFR Parts 75, 77, 79, 80, 82, 84, 86, 97, 98 and 99), and the suspension and debarment
regulations in 2 CFR Part 3483,

II. PROJECT ADMINISTRATION

A. PARTICIPATING STATE AGENCY RESPONSIBILITIES
In assisting the Lead Agency in implementing the tasks and activities described in the State’s Race to the
Top-Early Learning Challenge grant application, the Participating State Agency will:

1) Implement the Participating State Agency Scope of Work as identified in Exhibit 1 of this agreement;
2) Abide by the governance structure outlined in the State Plan;
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3) Abide by the Participating State Agency’s Budget included in section VIII of the State Plan (including
the existing funds from Federal, State, private and local sources, if any, that the Participating State
Agency 1s using to achieve the outcomes in the RTT-ELC State Plan);

4) Actively participate in all relevant meetings or other events that are organized or sponsored by the
State, by the U.S. Department of Education (“ED"), or by the U.S. Department of Health and Human
Services ("HHS"};

5) Post to any Web site specified by the State, ED, or HHS, in a timely manner, all non-proprietary
products and lessons learned developed using Federal funds awarded under the RTT-ELC grant;

6) Participate, as requested, in any evaluations of this grant conducted by the State, ED, or HHS;

7) Be responsive to State, ED, or HHS requests for project information including on the status of the
project, project implementation, outcomes, and any problems anticipated or encountered, consistent with
applicable local, State and Federal privacy laws.

B. LEAD AGENCY RESPONSIBILITIES
In assisting the Participating State Agencies in implementing their tasks and activities described in the
State’s Race to the Top-Early Learning Challenge application, the Lead Agency will:

1) Work collaboratively with the Participating State Agency and support the Participating State Agency
in carrying out the Participating State Agency Scope of Work, as identified in Exhibit I of this agreement;
2) Timely award the portion of Race to the Top-Early Learning Challenge grant funds designated for the
Participating State Agency in the-State Plan during the course of the project period and in accordance
with the Participating State Agency’s Scope of Work, as identified in Exhibit I, and in accordance with
the Participating State Agency’s Budget, as identified in section VIII of the State’s application;

3} Provide feedback on the Participating State Agency’s status updates, any interim reports, and project
plans and products;

4} Keep the Participating State Agency informed of the status of the State’s Race to the Top-Early
Learning Challenge grant project and seek input from the Participating State Agency, where applicable;
through the governance structure outlined in the State Plan;

5) Facilitate coordination across Participating State Agencies necessary to implement the State Plan; and
6) Identify sources of technical assistance for the project.

C. JOINT RESPONSIBILITIES

1) The Lead Agency and the Participating State Agency will each appoint a key contact person for the
Race to the Top-Early Learning Challenge grant.

2) These key contacts frony the Lead Agency and the Participating State Agency will maintain frequent
communication to facilitate cooperation under this MOU, consistent with the State Plan and governance
structure.

3) Lead Agency and Participating State Agency personnel will work together to determine appropriate
timelines for project updates and status reports throughout the grant period.

4) Lead Agency and Participating State Agency personnel will negotiate in good faith toward achieving
the overall goals of the State’s Race to the Top-Early Learning Challenge grant, including when the State
Plan requires modifications that affect the Participating State Agency, or when the Participating State
Agency’s Scope of Work requires modifications.

D. STATE RECOURSE IN THE EVENT OF PARTICIPATING STATE AGENCY'S FAILURE
TO PERFORM

If the Lead Agency determines that the Participating State Agency s not meeting its goals, timelines,
budget, or annual targets, or is in some other way not fulfilling applicable requirements, the Lead Agency
will take appropriate enforcement action, which could include initiating a collaborative process by which
to attempt to resolve the disagreements between the Lead Agency and the Participating State Agency, or
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initiating such enforcement measures as are available to the Lead Agency, under applicable State or
Federal law.

IIl. MODIFICATIONS
This Memorandum of Understanding may be amended only by written agreement signed by cach of the
parties involved, in consultation with ED.

IV. DURATION

This Memorandum of Understanding shall be effective, beginning with the date of the fast signature
hereon and, if a Race to the Top- Early Learning Challenge grant is received by the State, ending upon the
expiration of the Race to the Top- Early Learning Challenge grant project period.

V. SIGNATURES

Authorized Representative of Lead Agency:
(b)(6)
L0 11 [3
STEITIIE & 7 Date
Myra Jones-Tavlor Executive Director
Print Name Title

Authttized Rerdiesentative of Participating State Agency:

(b)(6) i /?//0//3

Signamre Date
Ed Klonoski President
Print Name Title
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EXHIBIT I - PARTICIPATING STATE AGENCY SCOPE OF WORK

The Participating State Agency hereby agrees to participate in the State Plan, as described in the State’s
application, and more specifically commits to undertake the tasks and activities described in detail below.

%ejiz‘?gj; Participating Party Type of Participation

(B)(1)

(B)(2)

(B)(3)

B)4)

(B)(3)

()

(O2)

(€3

(C)4)

(L) Charter Oak State College Will collaborate with the OEC to manage the
Connecticut Credit Assessment Program to
assess specific competency-based non-credit
professional development to determine a credit
worth for acceptance at colleges within an
articulation cohort.

(D)(2)

(E)1)

(E)2)

(b)(6)

— N A0///3

Signaturé/ {Authorized ;ﬁgpresenmt% of Lead Ageney) Date

(b)(6)

/o/ /c;//:;‘

Signature (Authorized Representative of Participating State Agency) Ddte
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Connecticut

MODEL PARTICIPATING STATE AGENCY
MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING

This Memorandum of Understanding (“MOU™) is entered into by and between Office of Early Childhood
(“Lead Agency”) and Connecticut Commission on Children _ (“Participating State Agency™). The
purpose of this agreement is to establish a framework of collaboration, as well as articulate specific roles
and responsibilities in support of the State in its implementation of an approved Race to the Top-Early
Learning Challenge grant project.

1. ASSURANCES
The Participating State Agency hereby certifies and represents that it:
1) Agrees to be a Participating State Agency and will implement those portions of the State Plan indicated
in Exhibit 1, if the State application is funded;
2) Agrees to use, to the extent applicable and consistent with the State Plan and Exhibit I
(a) A set of statewide Early Learning and Development Standards;
(b) A set of statewide Program Standards;
(c) A statewide Tiered Quality Rating and Improvement System; and
(d) A statewide Workforce Knowledge and Competency Framework and progression of
credentials,

(Please note that Participating State Agencies must provide these assurances in order for the State to be
eligible for a Race to the Top-Early Learning Challenge grant.)

3) Has all requisite power and authority to execute and fulfill the terms of this MOU;

4) Is familiar with the State’s Race to the Top-Early Learning Challenge grant application and is
supportive of and committed to working on all applicable portions of the State Plan;

5) Will provide a Final Scope of Work only if the State’s application is funded and will do so in a timely
fashion but no later than 90 days after a grant is awarded; and will describe the Participating State
Ageney’s specific goals, activities, timelines, budgets, and key personnel (“Participating State Agency
Plan”) in a manner that is consistent with the Preliminary Scope of Work (FExhibit 1), with the Budget
included in section VIIT of the State Plan (including existing funds, if any, that the Participating State
Agency isusing for activities and services that help achieve the outcomes of the State Plan; and

6) Will comply with all of the terms of the Race to the Top-Early Learning Challenge Grant, this
agreement, and all applicable Federal and State laws and regulations, including laws and regulations
applicable to the Race to the Top-Early Learning Challenge program, and the applicable provisions of
EDGAR (34 CFR Parts 75, 77, 79, 80, 82, 84, 86, 97, 98 and 99), and the suspension and debarment
regulations in 2 CFR Part 3485,

IL PROJECT ADMINISTRATION

A. PARTICIPATING STATE AGENCY RESPONSIBILITIES
In assisting the Lead Agency in implementing the tasks and activities described in the State’s Race to the
Top-Early Learning Challenge grant application, the Participating State Agency will:

1) Implement the Participating State Agency Scope of Work as identified in Exhibit I of this agreement;
2} Abide by the governance structure outlined in the State Plan;
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3) Abide by the Participating State Agency’s Budget included in section VIII of the State Plan (including
the existing funds from Federal, State, private and local sources, if any, that the Participating State
Agency is using to achieve the outcomes in the RTT-ELC State Plan);

4) Actively participate in all relevant meetings or other events that are organized or sponsored by the
State, by the U.S. Department of Education (“ED"), or by the U.S. Department of Health and Human
Services ("HHS™;

5) Post to any Web site specified by the State, ED, or HHS, in a timely manner, all non-proprietary
products and lessons learned developed using Federal funds awarded under the RTT-ELC grant;

6) Participate, as requested, in any evaluations of this grant conducted by the State, ED, or HHS;

7) Be responsive to State, ED, or HHS requests for project information including on the status of the
project, project implementation, outcomes, and any problems anticipated or encountered, consistent with
applicable local, State and Federal privacy laws,

B. LEAD AGENCY RESPONSIBILITIES
In assisting the Participating State Agencies in implementing their tasks and activities described in the
State’s Race to the Top-Early Learning Challenge application, the Lead Agency will:

1) Work collaboratively with the Participating State Agency and support the Participating State Agency
in carrying out the Participating State Agency Scope of Work, as identified in Exhibit 1 of this agreement;
2) Timely award the portion of Race to the Top-Early Learning Challenge grant funds designated for the
Participating State Agency in the State Plan during the course of the project period and in accordance
with the Participating State Agency’s Scope of Work, as identified in Exhibit I, and in accordance with
the Participating State Agency’s Budget, as identified in section VIII of the State’s application;

3) Provide feedback on the Participating State Agency’s status updates, any interim reports, and project
plans and products;

4) Keep the Participating State Agency informed of the status of the State’s Race to the Top-Early
Learning Challenge grant project and seek input from the Participating State Agency, where applicable,
through the governance structure cuthined in the State Plan;

5) Facilitate coordination across Participating State Agencies necessary to implement the State Plan; and
6) ldentify sources of technical assistance for the project.

C. JOINT RESPONSIBILITIES

1) The Lead Agency and the Participating State Agency will each appoint a key contact person for the
Race to the Top-Early Learning Challenge grant.

2) These key contacts from the Lead Agency and the Participating State Agency will maintain frequent
communication to facilitate cooperation under this MOU, consistent with the State Plan and governance
structure.,

3) Lead Agency and Participating State Agency personnel will work together to determine appropriate
timelines for project updates and status reports throughout the grant period.

4) Lead Agency and Participating State Agency personnel will negotiate in good faith toward achieving
the overall goals of the State’s Race to the Top-Early Learning Challenge grant, including when the State
Plan requires modifications that affect the Participating State Agency, or when the Participating State
Agency’s Scope of Work requires modifications.

D. STATE RECOURSE IN THE EVENT OF PARTICIPATING STATE AGENCY’S FAILURE
TO PERFORM

If the Lead Agency determines that the Participating State Agency is not meeting its goals, timelines,
budget, or annual targets, or is in some other way not fulfilling applicable requirements, the Lead Agency
will take appropriate enforcement action, which could include initiating a collaborative process by which
to attempt to resolve the disagreements between the Lead Agency and the Participating State Agency, or
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initiating such enforcement measures as are available to the Lead Agency, under applicable State or
Federal law.

1. MODIFICATIONS
This Memorandum of Understanding may be amended only by written agreement signed by each of the
parties involved, in consultation with ED.

IV. DURATION

This Memorandum of Understanding shall be effective, beginning with the date of the last signature
hereon and, if a Race to the Top- Early Learning Challenge grant is received by the State, ending upon the
expiration of the Race to the Top- Early Learning Challenge grant project period.

V.SIGNATURES

Authorized Representative of Lezﬁ_igency:
(b)(6)
' /27/ 13

Si gnz@ﬁm / // Date

Myra Jones-Tavior Executive Director
Print Name Title

A(g;(h«;rized Representative articipating State Agency:

6

_ z‘of/ j?/ /2
Sigaatup ate
Elaine Zimmerman Executive Director
Print Name Title

Appendix 2: Participating State Agency MOUs Page 15



Connecticut

EXHIBIT I - PARTICIPATING STATE AGENCY SCOPE OF WORK

The Participating State Agency hereby agrees to participate in the State Plan, as described in the State’s
application, and more specifically commits to undertake the tasks and activities described in detail below.

%i{é‘:f:; Participating Party Type of Participation

Example Row— s State-funded preschool Representatives from each program are sitting

shows ant example | o [DEA preschool special ed on the state comniitiee to define statewide QRIS

of criterion (B 1) | o Head Start Collab Office program standareds

Jfor the State o Head Start Collab Office Responsible for cross-walking Head Start

agency that performance standards with the new Program

oversees stale- Standards

Junded preschool,

IDEA, and Fead

Start Collab Office

(B)(1)

(B)(2)

(B33 Parent Leadership Training -Will collaborate with OEC to integrate

Institute (PLTH ConneCT to Quality (C2Q)rating system and

refaled information into the PLT lenrriculum
-Will participate in information dissemination
to families about C2QQ systeny and specific
ratings so that families know how to select
quality programs

(B)(4) Parent Leadership Training - Will collaborate with OEC regarding

Institate (PLTD dissemination of information about C2Q)

system including participation of staff in
training and engagement of families

(B)(S)

()

(C)2)

(©)3)

(©)4)

(D)(1)

(D)2)

(E)D

(E)2)

(b)(8)

104113
Signgire ( /&ut/zr)riﬁcfd Represf'//e/mi ve of Lead Agency) Date
(b)(8)
/o / c} / /3
Sigpature JAuthorized Representative of Participating State Ageney) Date
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MODEL PARTICIPATING STATE AGENCY
MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING

This Memorandum of Understanding (“MOU™) is entered into by and between Office of Early Childhood
(“Lead Agency”) and Department of Children and Families (“Participating State Agency™). The purpose
of this agreement is to establish a framework of collaboration, as well as to articulate specific roles and
responsibilities in support of the State in its implementation of an approved Race to the Top-Early
Learning Challenge grant project.

I. ASSURANCES

The Participating State Agency hereby certifies and represents that it:

1) Agrees to be a Participating State Agency and will implement those portions of the State Plan indicated
in Exhibit 1, if the State application is funded;

(Please note that Participating State Agencies must provide these assurances in order for the State to be
eligible for « Race to the Top-Early Learning Challenge grant.)

3) Has all requisite power and authority to execute and fulfill the terms of this MOU;

4) Is generally familiar with the State’s Race to the Top-Early Learning Challenge grant application
through a summary provided by the Lead Agency and is supportive of and committed to working on all
applicable portions of the State Plan,

5) Will provide a Final Scope of Work only if the State’s application is funded and will do so in a timely
fashion but no later than 90 days after a grant is awarded; and will describe the Participating State
Agency’s specific goals, activities, timelines, budgets, and key personnel (“Participating State Agency
Plan”) in & manner that is consistent with the Preliminary Scope of Work (Exhibit I), with the Budget
included in section VI of the State Plan (including existing funds, if any, that the Participating State
Agency is using for activities and services that help achieve the outcomes of the State Plan);

6) Will comply with all of the terms of the Race to the Top-Early Learning Challenge Grant that have
been provided through a summary, this agreement, and all applicable Federal and State laws and
regulations, including laws and regulations applicable to the Race to the Top-Early Learning Challenge
program, and the applicable provisions of EDGAR (34 CFR Parts 75, 77,79, 80, 82, 84, 86, 97, 98 and
99), and the suspension and debarment regulations in 2 CFR Part 3485; and

7) Will negotiate in good faith with the Lead Agency regarding details not spelled out in this MOU,
including but not limited to, the production of data, confidentiality requirements, distribution of grant
funds and modification to existing Participating Agency contracts, if applicable.

11 PROJECT ADMINISTRATION

A. PARTICIPATING STATE AGENCY RESPONSIBILITIES
[n assisting the Lead Agency in implementing the tasks and activities described in the State’s Race to the
Top-Early Leaming Challenge grant application, the Participating State Agency will:

1) Implement the Participating State Agency Scope of Work as identified in Exhibit I of this agreement;
2) Abide by the governance structure outlined in the State Plan and summarized as identical to the
current governance structure for early childhood education and set forth in the Governor's Executive
Order #357
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3} Actively participate in all relevant meetings or other events that are organized or sponsored by the
State, by the U.S. Department of Education (*ED”), or by the U.S. Department of Health and Human
Services (“HHS™); and

4) Be responsive to State, ED, or HHS requests for project information including on the status of the
project, project implementation, outcomes, and any problems anticipated or encountered, consistent with
applicable local, State and Federal privacy laws.

B. LEAD AGENCY RESPONSIBILITIES
In assisting the Participating State Agencies in implementing their tasks and activities described in the
State’s Race to the Top-Early Learning Challenge application, the Lead Agency will:

1y Work collaboratively with the Participating State Agency and support the Participating State Agency
in carrying out the Participating State Agency Scope of Work, as identified in Exhibit I of this agreement,
2) Timely award the portion of Race to the Top-Early Learning Challenge grant funds designated for the
Participating State Agency in the State Plan during the course of the project period and in accordance
with the Participating State Agency’s Scope of Work, as identified in Exhibit I, and in accordance with
the Participating State Agency’s Budget, as identified in section VIII of the State’s application;

3) Provide feedback on the Participating State Agency’s status updates, any interim reports, and project
plans and products;

4y Keep the Participating State Agency informed of the status of the State’s Race to the Top-Early
Learning Challenge grant project and seek input from the Participating State Agency, where applicable,
through the governance structure outlined in the State Plan;

5} Facilitate coordination across Participating State Agencies necessary to implement the State Plan; and
6) Identify sources of technical assistance for the project.

C. JOINT RESPONSIBILITIES

1) The Lead Agency and the Participating State Agency will each appoint a key contact person for the
Race to the Top-Early Learning Challenge grant.

2) These key contacts from the Lead Agency and the Participating State Agency will maintain frequent
communication to facilitate cooperation under this MOU, consistent with the State Plan and governance
structure,

3) Lead Agency and Participating State Agency personnel will work together to determine appropriate
timelines for project updates and status reports throughout the grant period.

4) Lead Agency and Participating State Agency personnel will negotiate in good faith toward achieving
the overall goals of the State’s Race to the Top-Early Learning Challenge grant, including when the State
Plan requires modifications that affect the Participating State Agency, or when the Participating State
Agency’s Scope of Work requires modifications.

D, STATE RECOURSE IN THE EVENT OF PARTICIPATING STATE AGENCY’S FAILURE
TO PERFORM

If the Lead Agency determines that the Participating State Agency is not meeting its goals, timelines,
budget, or annual targets, or is in some other way not fulfilling applicable requirements, the Lead Agency
will take appropriate enforcement action, which will consist of initiating a collaborative process by which
to attempt to resolve the disagreements between the Lead Agency and the Participating State Agency., or
initiating such enforcement measures as are available to the Lead Agency, under applicable State or
Federal law.

1L, MODIFICATIONS
This Memorandum of Understanding may be amended only by written agreement signed by each of the
parties involved, in consultation with ED.

IV, DURATION
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This Memorandum of Understanding shall be effective, beginning with the date of the last signature
hereon and, if a Race to the Top- Early Learning Challenge grant is received by the State, ending upon the

expiration of the Race to the Top- Early Learning Challenge grant project period.

V. SIGNATURES

(b)(6)

ency:

/L3

Signagire

_Dr. Myra Jones-Taylor

J

Date

Executive Director

Print Name

Title

Authorized Representative of Participating State Agency:

(b)(6) )
’c fie ) |5
Signa’t@‘e Date
Joette Katz Commissioner
Print Name Title
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EXHIBIT I - PARTICIPATING STATE AGENCY SCOPE OF WORK

The Participating State Agency hereby agrees to participate in the State Plan, as described in the State’s
application, and more specifically commits to undertake the tasks and activities deseribed in detail below.

?;:;2?::; Participating Pavty Type of Participation

Example Row— e State-funded preschool Representatives from each program are sifting
shows an example | o [DEA preschool special ed on the state conmmiitee to define statewide QRIS
of eriterion (B)(1) | e Head Stert Collab Office program standards

Jor the State e Head Start Collab Office Responsible for cross-walking Head Start

agency that
oversees stale-
Junded preschool,
IDEA, and Head
Start Collab Office

performance standards with the new Program
Standards

(B)4)

DCF Regional Offices

Support OEC efforts to provide information to
DCF social workers regarding the new
ComeCT to Quality rating system and how
they can assist families to make informed
decisions about selection of quality care for
their children.

(b)(6)

L0013

Slenatud 1912 et fy ead Agency
= [b)(e) gency)

Date

0 w/;{;?

Si gnaturﬁmriz&i Represenmziv} of Participating State Agency) Date

L
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MODEL PARTICIPATING STATE AGENCY
MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING

This Memorandum of Understanding (“MOU”) is entered into by and between Office of Early Childhood
(“Lead Agency”) and Department of Developmental Services (“Participating State Agency”™). The
purpose of this agreement is to establish a framework of callaboration, as well as articulate specific roles
and responsibilities in support of the State in its implementation of an approved Race to the Top-Early
Learning Challenge grant project.

I ASSURANCES
The Participating State Agency hereby certifies and represents that it:
1) Agrees to be a Participating State Agency and will implement those portions of the State Plan indicated
in Exhibit [, if the State application is funded:;
2) Agrees to use, to the extent applicable and consistent with the State Plan and Exhibit It
{a} A setof statewide Early Learning and Development Standards;
(b A set of statewide Program Standards;
() A statewide Tiered Quality Rating and Improvement System; and
(d) A statewide Workforce Knowledge and Competency Framework and progression of
credentials.

(Please note that Participating State Agencies must provide these assurances in order for the State o be
eligible for a Race to the Top-Early Learning Challenge grant.)

3) Has all requisite power and authority to execute and fulfill the terms of this MOU;

4) Is familiar with the State’s Race to the Top-Early Learning Challenge grant application and is
supportive of and commitied to working on all applicable pertions of the State Plan;

5) Will provide a Final Scope of Work only if the State’s application is funded and will do so in a timely
fashion but no later than 90 days after a grant is awarded; and will describe the Participating State
Agency’s specific goals, activities, timelines, budgets, and key personnel (“Participating State Agency
Plan™) in a manner that is consistent with the Preliminary Scope of Work (Exhibit 1), with the Budget
included in section VI of the State Plan (including existing funds, if any, that the Participating State
Agency is using for activities and services that help achieve the outcomes of the State Plan; and

6) Will comply with all of the terms of the Race to the Top-Early Learning Challenge Grant, this
agreement, and all applicable Federal and State laws and regulations, including laws and regulations
applicable to the Race to the Top-Early Learning Challenge program, and the applicable provisions of
EDGAR (34 CFR Parts 75, 77, 79, 80, 82, 84, 86, 97, 98 and 99), and the suspension and debarment
regulations in 2. CFR Part 34835.

II. PROJECT ADMINISTRATION

A. PARTICIPATING STATE AGENCY RESPONSIBILITIES
In assisting the Lead Agency in implementing the tasks and activities described in the State’s Race to the
Top-Early Learning Challenge grant application, the Participating State Agency will:

1) Implement the Participating State Agency Scope of Work as identified in Exhibit | of this agreement;
2) Abide by the governance structure outlined in the State Plan;

Appendix 2: Participating State Agency MOUs Page 21



Connecticut

3) Abide by the Participating State Agency’s Budget included in section VIII of the State Plan {including
the existing funds from Federal, State, private and local sources, if any, that the Participating State
Agency is using to achieve the outcomes in the RTT-ELC State Plan);

4) Actively participate in all relevant meetings or other events that are organized or sponsored by the
State, by the U.S. Department of Education (“ED™), or by the U.S. Department of Health and Human
Services (“HHS™),

5) Post to any Web site specified by the State, ED, or HHS, in a timely manner, all non-proprietary
products and lessons learned developed using Federal funds awarded under the RTT-ELC grant;

6) Participate, as requested, in any evaluations of this grant conducted by the State, ED, or HHS;

7) Be responsive to State, ED, or HITS requests for project information including on the status of the
project, project implementation, outcomes, and any problems anticipated or encountered, consistent with
applicable local, State and Federal privacy laws.

B. LEAD AGENCY RESPONSIBILITIES
In assisting the Participating State Agencies in implementing their tasks and activities described in the
State’s Race to the Top-Early Learning Challenge application, the Lead Agency will:

1) Work collaboratively with the Participating State Agency and support the Participating State Agency
in carrying out the Participating State Agency Scope of Work, as identified in Exhibit I of this agreement;
2) Timely award the portion of Race to the Top-Early Learning Challenge grant funds designated for the
Participating State Agency in the State Plan during the course of the project period and in accordance
with the Participating State Agency’s Scope of Work, as identified in Exhibit [, and in accordance with
the Participating State Agency’s Budget, as identified in section VIII of the State’s application;

3) Provide feedback on the Participating State Agency’s status updates, any interim reports, and project
plans and products;

4) Keep the Participating State Agency informed of the status of the State’s Race to the Top-Early
Learning Challenge grant project and seek input from the Participating State Agency, where applicable,
through the governance structure outlined in the State Plan;

5) Facilitate coordination across Participating State Agencies necessary to implement the State Plan; and
6) Identify sources of technical assistance for the project.

C. JOINT RESPONSIBILITIES

1) The Lead Agency and the Participating State Agency will each appoint a key contact person for the
Race to the Top-Early Learning Challenge grant.

2) These key contacts from the Lead Agency and the Participating State Agency will maintain frequent
communication to facilitate cooperation under this MOU, consistent with the State Plan and governance
structure.

3) Lead Agency and Participating State Agency personnel will work together to determine appropriate
timelines for project updates and status reports throughout the grant period.

4) Lead Agency and Participating State Agency personnel will negotiate in good faith toward achieving
the overall goals of the State’s Race to the Top-Early Learning Challenge grant, including when the State
Plan requires modifications that affect the Participating State Agency, or when the Participating State
Agency’s Scope of Work requires modifications.

D. STATE RECOURSE IN THE EVENT OF PARTICIPATING STATE AGENCY’S FAILURE
TO PERFORM

If the Lead Agency determines that the Participating State Agency is not meeting its goals, timelines,
budget, or annual targets, or is in some other way not fulfilling applicable requirements, the Lead Agency
will take appropriate enforcement action, which could include initiating a collaborative process by which
to attempt to resolve the disagreements between the Lead Agency and the Participating State Agency, or
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initiating such enforcement measures as are available to the Lead Agency, under applicable State or
Federal law.

1. MODIFICATIONS
This Memorandum of Understanding may be amended only by written agreement signed by each of the
parties involved, in consultation with ED.

IV. DURATION

This Memorandum of Understanding shall be effective, beginning with the date of the last signature
hereon and, if a Race to the Top- Early Learning Challenge grant is received by the State, ending upon the
expiration of the Race to the Top- Early Learning Challenge grant project period.

V. SIGNATURES

Authorized Representative of Lead Agency:
(b)(6)

0/ /3
Signgft/ure / 7 Date

Dr. Myra Jones-Taylor Executive Director
Print Name Title

Authorized Representative of Participating State Agency:

(b)(6) D
] o5 2ol
Sighorere Date
D Terrence W, Macy Commissioner
Print Name Title
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EXHIBIT I - PARTICIPATING STATE AGENCY SCOPE OF WORK

The Participating State Agency hereby agrees to participate in the State Plan, as described in the State’s
application, and more specifically commits to undertake the tasks and activities described in detail below.

2?;2:::1 Participating Party Type of Participation
Example Row— o State-funded preschool Representatives from each program are sitting
shows an example | o [DEA preschool special ed on the state committee to define statewide QRIS
of criterion (Bi(1) | o [ead Start Collab Office program standards
Jor the State o Head Siart Collab Office Responsible for cross-walking Head Start
agency that performance standards with the new Program
oversees slate- Siandards
Junded preschool,
IDEA, and Head
Start Collab Office
B)(1)
B)(2)
(B)3)
{(B)y(#) Birth to Three Program -Responsible for insuring that case managers
participate in training related to ConneCT to
Quality (C2Q) rating system
-Responsible for insuring that case workers
participate in training related to best practice
strategies in reaching families and informing
them on the importance of quality childcare
(B)(3)
(O
(©)(2)
(©)3)
(O
(D)(1)
(D)(2)
(E)L)
(E)2)
(b)(6)

/04113

Signatyre (Authorized Representanie of Ledad Agency)

[0

Date

o F SR

Signature (Authorized Representalive of Participating State Agency) Date
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MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING

This Memorandum of Understanding (“MOU™) is entered into by and between Office of Early Childhood
(“Lead Agency™) and Department of Public Health (“Participating State Agency”). The purpose of this
agreement is to establish a framework of collaboration, as well as articulate specific roles and
responsibilities in support of the State in ifs implementation of an approved Race to the Top-Early
Learning Challenge grant project.

I ASSURANCES
The Participating State Agency hereby certifies and represents that it:
1) Agrees to be a Participating State Agency and will implement those portions of the State Plan indicated
in Exhibit I, if the State application is funded;
2) Agrees to use, to the extent applicable and consistent with the State Plan and Exhibit I:
(a) A sct of statewide Early Learning and Development Standards:
(b) A set of statewide Program Standards;
(c) A statewide Tiered Quality Rating and Improvement System; and
(d) A statewide Workforce Knowledge and Competency Framework and progression of
credentials.

(Please note that Participating State Agencies must provide these assurances in ovder for the State to be
eligible for a Race 1o the Top-Early Learning Challenge grant.)

3) Has all requisite power and authority to execute and fulfill the terms of this MOU,;

4) Is familiar with the State’s Race to the T op-Early Learning Challenge grant application and is
supportive of and committed to working on all applicable portions of the State Plan;

5) Will provide a Final Scope of Work only if the State’s application is funded and will do so ina timely
fashion but no later than 90 days after a grant is awarded; and will describe the Participating State
Agency’s specific goals, activities, timelines, budgets, and key personnel (“Participating State Agency
Plan™) in a manner that is consistent with the Preliminary Scope of Work (Exhibit T), with the Budget
included in section VIII of the State Plan (including existing funds, if any, that the Participating State
Agency is using for activities and services that help achieve the outcomes of the State Plan; and

6) Will comply with all of the terms of the Race to the Top-Early Learning Challenge Grant, this
agreement, and all applicable Federal and State Jaws and regulations, including laws and regulations
applicable to the Race to the Top-Early Learning Challenge program, and the applicable provisions of
EDGAR (34 CFR Parts 75, 77, 79, 80, 82, 84, 86, 97, 98 and 99), and the suspension and debarment
regulations in 2 CFR Part 3485.

II. PROJECT ADMINISTRATION

A. PARTICIPATING STATE AGENCY RESPONSIBILITIES
In assisting the Lead Agency in implementing the tasks and activities described in the State’s Race to the
Top-Larly Learning Challenge grant application, the Participating State Agency will:

1) Implement the Participating State Agency Scope of Work as identified in Exhibit 1 of this agreement;
2} Abide by the governance structure outlined in the State Plan;
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3) Abide by the Parficipating State Agency’s Budget included in section VI of the State Plan (including
the existing funds from Federal, State, private and local sources, if any, that the Participating State
Agency is using to achieve the outcomes in the RTT-ELC State Plany;

4) Actively participate in all relevant meetings or other events that are organized or sponsored by the
State, by the U.S. Department of Education (“ED™), or by the U.S. Department of Health and Human
Services ("HHS™);

5) Post to any Web site specified by the State, ED, or HHS, in a timely manner, all non-proprietary
products and lessons learned developed using Federal funds awarded under the RTT-ELC grant;

6) Participate, as requested, in any evaluations of this grant conducted by the State, ED, or HHS;

7) Be responsive to State, ED, or HHS requests for project information including on the status of the
project, project implementation, outcomes, and any problems anticipated or encountered, consistent with
applicable local, State and Federal privacy laws.

B. LEAD AGENCY RESPONSIBILITIES
[n assisting the Participating State Agencies in implementing their tasks and activities described in the
State’s Race to the Top-Early Learning Challenge application, the Lead Agency will:

1) Work collaboratively with the Participating State Agency and support the Participating State Agency
in carrying out the Participating State Agency Scope of Work, as identified in Exhibit I of this agreement;
2) Timely award the portion of Race to the Top-Early Learning Challenge grant funds designated for the
Participating State Agency in the State Plan during the course of the project period and in accordance
with the Participating State Agency's Scope of Work, as identified in Exhibit I, and in accordance with
the Participating State Agency’s Budget, as identified in section VIII of the State’s application;

3) Provide feedback on the Participating State Agency’s status updates, any interim reports, and project
plans and products;

4) Keep the Participating State Agency informed of the status of the State’s Race to the Top-Early
Learning Challenge grant project and seek input from the Participating State Agency, where applicable,
through the governance structure outlined in the State Plan;

5) Facilitate coordination across Participating State Agencies necessary to implement the State Plan; and
6) Identify sources of technical assistance for the project.

C. JOINT RESPONSIBILITIES

1) The Lead Agency and the Participating State Agency will each appoint a key contact person for the
Race to the Top-Early Learning Challenge grant.

2) These key contacts from the Lead Agency and the Participating State Agency will maintain frequent
communication to facilitate cooperation under this MOU, consistent with the State Plan and-governance
structure.

3) Lead Agency and Participating State Agency personnel will work together to determine appropriate
timelines for project updates and status reports throughout the grant period.

4) Lead Agency and Participating State Agency personnel will negotiate in good faith toward achieving
the overall goals of the State’s Race to the Top-Early Learning Challenge grant, including when the State
Plan requires modifications that affect the Participating State Agency, or when the Participating State
Agency’s Scaope of Work requires modifications.

D. STATE RECOURSE IN THE EVENT OF PARTICIPATING STATE AGENCY’S FAILURE
TO PERFORM

If the Lead Agency determines that the Participating State Agency is not meeting its goals, timelines,
budget, or annual targets, or is in some other way not fulfilling applicable requirements, the Lead Agency
will take appropriate enforcement action, which could include initiating a collaborative process by which
to attempt to resolve the disagreements between the Lead Agency and the Participating State Agency, or
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initiating such enforcement measures as are available to the Lead Agency, under applicable State or
Federal law.

I1I. MODIFICATIONS
This Memorandum of Understanding may be amended only by written agreement signed by each of the
parties involved, in consultation with ED.

1V. DURATION

This Memorandum of Understanding shall be effective, beginning with the date of the last signature
hereon and, if a Race to the Top- Early Learning Challenge grant is received by the State, ending upon the
expiration of the Race to the Top- Early Learning Challenge grant project period.

V. SIGNATURES

&?thorized Representative of Lead Agency:
(6)

0/ /=

Signat&gfé 7 Date
Dr. Myra Jones-Tavlor Executive Director
Print Name Title

Authorized Representative of Participating State Agency:

(b)(6) _
— yol /13
Signature & Date
Dr. Jewel Miillen Commissioner
Print Name Title
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EXHIBIT I - PARTICIPATING STATE AGENCY SCOPE OF WORK

The Participating State Agency hereby agrees to participate in the State Plan, as described in the State’s
application, and more specifically commits to undertake the tasks and activities described in detail below.

Selection PR - N
Criterion Participating Party Type of Participation
(BY(1) Childeare Licensing -Childcare Licensing is a Bureau in the Depart.

of Public Health (DPH) that will be transferred
to OEC effective July 1, 2014. The terms and
conditions of the agreement between OEC and
DPH related to the transition of the Bureau are
defined in the executed MOU between both
agencies discussed in Section A-3

(BY(2) Childeare Licensing Childcare Licensing is a Bureau in the Depart.
of Public Health (DPH) that will be transferred
to OEC effective July 1, 2014. The terms and
conditions of the agreement between OEC and
DPH related to the transition of the Bureau are
defined in the executed MOU between both
apencies discussed in Section A-3

(B}{3 Childeare Licensing - Childcare Licensing is a Bureau in the Depart.
of Public Health (DPH) that will be transferred
to OEC effective July 1, 2014, The terms and
conditions of the agreement between OEC and
DPH related to the transition of the Bureau are
defined in the executed MOU between both
agencies discussed in Section A-3

(B)(4) Childcare Licensing - Childcare Licensing is a Bureau in the Depart.
of Public Health (DPH) that will be transferred
to OEC effective July 1, 2014, The terms and
conditions of the agreement between OEC and
DPH related to the transition of the Bureau are
defined in the executed MOU between both
agencies discussed in Section A-3

(B)5)

©)a)

(©)(2)

OE)

(O

M)

(D)(2)

ED)

(E)2)
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SO 1/ /5

NE—
Signature (Aubhorized %ffesemjatifé of Lead Agency)

(b)(6)

Dateg

f!a/;f: /%

Signature {4 u{hoﬁdd Representative of Participating State Agency) Date
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MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING

This Memorandum of Understanding (*“MOU?) is entered into by and between Office of Early Childhood
(“Lead Agency™) and Department of Social Services (“Participating State Agency™). The purpose of this
agreement is to establish a framework of collaboration, as well as articulate specific roles and
responsibilities in support of the State in its implementation of an approved Race to the Top-Early
Learning Challenge grant project.

I ASSURANCES
The Participating State Agency hereby certifies and represents that it:
1) Agrees 1o be a Participating State Agency and will implement those portions of the State Plan indicated
in Exhibit 1, if the State application is funded;
2) Agrees to use, to the extent applicable and consistent with the State Plan and Exhibit I:
(a) A set of statewide Early Learning and Development Standards;
(b) A set of statewide Program Standards;
{(c) A statewide Tiered Quality Rating and Improvement System; and
(d) A statewide Workforce Knowledge and Competency Framework and progression of
credentials.

(Please note that Participating State Agencies must provide these assurances in order for the State 1o be
eligible for a Race to the Top-Early Learning Challenge grant.)

3) Has all requisite power and authority to execute and fulfill the terms of this MOU;

4) s familiarwith the State’s Race to the Top-Early Learning Challenge grant application and is
suppartive of and commitied to working-on all applicable portions of the State Plan;

5y Will provide a Final Scope of Work only if the State’s application is funded and will do so in a timely
fashion but no later than 90 days after a grant is awarded; and will deseribe the Participating State
Agency’s specitic goals, activities, timelines, budgets, and key personnel (“Participating State Agency
Plan™) in a manner that is consistent with the Preliminary Scope of Work (Exhibit I), with the Budget
included in section VI of the State Plan (including existing funds, if any, that the Participating State
Agency {8 using for activities and services that help achieve the outcomes of the State Plan: and

6) Will comply with all of the terins of the Race to the Top-Early Learning Challenge Grant, this
agreement, and all applicable Federal and State laws and regulations, including laws and regulations
applicable to the Race to the Top-Early Learning Challenge program, and the applicable provisions of
EDGAR (34 CFR Parts 75, 77, 79, 80, 82, 84, 86, 97, 98 and 99), and the suspension and debarment
regulations in 2 CFR Part 3485.

II. PROJECT ADMINISTRATION

A, PARTICIPATING STATE AGENCY RESPONSIBILITIES
In assisting the Lead Agency in implementing the tasks and activities described in the State’s Race to the
Top-Early Learning Challenge grant application, the Participating State Agency will:

1) Implement the Participating State Agency Scope of Work as identified in Exhibit I of this agreement;
2} Abide by the governance structure outlined in the State Plan;

3) Abide by the Participating State Agency’s Budget included in section VI of the State Plan (including
the existing funds from Federal, State, private and local sources, if any, that the Participating State
Agencey is using to achieve the outcomes in the RTT-ELC State Plan);
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4) Actively participate in all relevant meetings or other events that are organized or sponsored by the
State. by the U.S. Department of Education (“ED™), or by the U.S. Department of Health and Human
Services (“HHS™)

5) Postto any Web site specified by the State, ED, or HHS, in a timely manner, all non-proprietary
products and lessons learned developed using Federal funds awarded under the RTT-ELC grant;

6) Participate, as requested, in any evaluations of this grant conducted by the State, ED, or HHS;

7) Be responsive to State, ED, or HHS requests for project information including on the status of the
project, project implementation, outcomes, and any problems anticipated or encountered, consistent with
applicable local, State and Federal privacy laws.

B. LEAD AGENCY RESPONSIBILITIES
In assisting the Participating State Agencies in implementing their tasks and activities deseribed in the
State’s Race to the Top-Early Learning Challenge application, the Lead Agency will:

1) Work collaboratively with the Participating State Agency and support the Participating State Agency
in carrying out the Participating State Agency Scope of Work, as identitied in Exhibit I of this agreement;
2) Timely award the portion of Race to the Top-Early Learning Challenge grant funds designated for the
Participating State Agency in the State Plan during the course of the project period and in accordance
with the Participating State Agency’s Scope of Work, as identified in Exhibit [, and in accordance with
the Participating State Agency’s Budget, as identified in section VI of the State’s application;

3) Provide feedback on the Participating State Agency’s status updates, any interim reports, and project
plans and products;

4) Keep the Participating State Agency informed of the status of the State’s Race to the Top-Early
Learning Challenge grant project and seek input from the Participating State Agency, where applicable,
through the governance structure outlined in the State Plan;

5) Facilitate coordination across Participating State Agencies necessary to implement the State Plan; and
6) Identify sources of technical assistance for the project.

C. JOINT RESPONSIBILITIES

Iy The Lead Agency and the Participating State Ageney will each appoint a key contaet person for the
Race to the Top-Farly Learning Challenge grant.

2) These key contacts from the Lead Agency and the Participating State Agency will maintain frequent
communication to facilitate cooperation under this MOU, consistent with the State Plan and governance
structure,

3) Lead Agency and Participating State Agency personnel will work togetherto determine appropriate
timelines for project updates and status reports throughout the grant period.

4) Lead Agency and Participating State Agency personnel will negotiate in good faith toward achieving
the overall goals of the State’s Race to the Top-Early Learning Challenge grant, including when the State
Plan requires modifications that affect the Participating State Agency, or when the Participating State
Agency’s Scope of Work requires modifications.

D. STATE RECOURSE IN THE EVENT OF PARTICIPATING STATE AGENCY’S FAILURE
TO PERFORM

[t the Lead Agency determines that the Participating State Agency is not meeting its goals, timelines,
budget. or annual targets, or is in some other way not fulfilling applicable requirements, the Lead Agency
will take appropriate enforcement action, which could include initiating a collaborative process by which
to attempt to resolve the disagreements between the Lead Agency and the Participating State Agency, or
initiating such enforcement measures as are available to the Lead Agency, under applicable State or
Federal law.

ITL. MODIFICATIONS
This Memorandum of Understanding may be amended only by written agreement signed by each of the
parties involved, in consultation with ED.
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1V, DURATION

This Memorandum of Understanding shall be effective, beginning with the date of the last signature
hereon and, if a Race to the Top- Early Learning Challenge grant is received by the State, ending upon the
expiration of the Race to the Top- Barly Learning Challenge grant project period.

V. SIGNATURES

Authorized Representative of Lead Agency:

Signature Date
_Dr. Myra Jones-Taylor Executive Director
Print Nanie Title

Authorized Representative of Participating State Agency:

(b)(s) - . (e}
Depuwty D aasiyad. 10/9113
Signature ' Date
K‘;;rick L. Bremby Commissioner
Print Name Title
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EXHIBIT I - PARTICIPATING STATE AGENCY SCOPE OF WORK

The Participating State Agency hereby agrees to participate in the State Plan, as described in the State’s
application, and more specifically commits to undertake the tasks and activities described in detail below.

E‘i}zg;:l Participating Party Type of Participation

Example Row— o State-funded preschool Representatives fiom each program are sitting

shows anexample | o IDEA preschool special ed on the state committee to define statewide QRIS

of criterion (B)(1) | » Head Start Collab Office program standards

Jor the State & Head Siart Collab Qffice Responsible for cross-walking Head Start

agency - that performance standards with the new Program

oversees state- Siandards

Junded preschool,

LDEA, and Head

Start Collab Office

B)(1)

BX}2) DSS/Programs and Services - CCDF allocations and related program
supports will be transterred 1o the OEC as of
July 1, 2014. Please refer to the executed MOA
between Department of Social Services and the
Office of Early Childhood and discussed in
Section A-3

(B)(3)

{Biy(4) DSS Regional offices -Responsible for insuring that case workers
participate in training related to ConneCT o
Quality (C2Q) rating system
-Responsible for insuring that case workers
participate in training related to best practice
strategies in reaching families and informing
them on the importance of quality childcare

(B)S)

(O1)

(€)(2)

©)3)

(810

(D))

(D)(2)

(8)1)

(E)(2)

(b)(6)

04/

Signatyt (Auzhon’,%[ Represepftive of Lead Agency)

(b)(6)

[ EMAMAIA I
¢

Date

;Of‘ff!’é‘

Signature (Authorized Representative of Parﬁ&pating State Agency) Date

v?rffg?z RLB (Cmovicaad dpinas

v
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IV. DURATION

This Memorandum of Understanding shall be effective, beginning with the date of the last signature
hereon and, if a Race to the Top- Early Learning Challenge grant is received by the State, ending upon the
expiration of the Race to the Top- Early Learning Challenge grant project period.

V. SIGNATURES

Authorized Representative of Legd Agency:

vk - Date
Dr. Myra Jones-Taylor Executive Director
Print Name Title

Authorized Representative of Particinating State Agency:
(b)(6) .
10 / g !,f 13
T Date
Kathleen M. Brennan Deputy Comnussioner
Print Name Title
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EXHIBIT 1 - PARTICIPATING STATE AGENCY SCOPE OF WORK

The Participating State Agency hereby agrees to participate in the State Plan, as deseribed in the State’s
application, and more specifically commits to undertake the tasks and activities described in detail below.

Selection
Criterion

Participating Party

Type of Participation

Example Row—
shows an example
of eriterion (Bi(1)
for the State
dagency that
gversees state-
Junded preschool,
IDEA, and Head
Start Collab Office

State-funded preschool

Head Start Collab Office

Representatives from each program are sitling
on the state commitice to define statewide ORIS
program standards

&
o [DEA preschool special ed
L ]
@

Head Start Collab Office

Responsible for cross-walking Head Start
performance standards with the new Program
Standards

(B)(1)

(B)(2) DSS/Programs and Services - CCDIF allocations and related program
supports will be transferred to the OEC as of
July 1, 2014. Please refer to the executed MOA
between Departmaent of Social Services and the
Office of Early Childhood and discussed in
Section A-3

(B)3)

(Bi(&) DSS Regional offices -Responsible for insuring that case workers
participate in training related to ConneCT to
Quality (C2Q)) rating system
-Responsible for insuring that case workers
participate in {raining related to best practice
strategies in reaching families and informing
them on the importance of quality childeare

(B)(S)

O

©)Q2)

(©3)

(C)4)

(D))

(D)(2)

(E)(1)

(E)2)

(b)(6)

e

TSlgnatu,;fé (Zf!uthw%%l Represenddtive of Lead Agency)

(b)(6)

Date

- o
qum Commustirnat o q/13

Signature {la’uthorizef? Representative Qf'Pam‘i'«:-ipa.iing Stare Agency) Date !
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MODEL PARTICIPATING STATE AGENCY
MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING

This Memorandum of Understanding (“*MOU”) is entered into by and between _Office of Early
Childhood _ (“Lead Agency™) and _the Early Childhood Cabinet (“Participating State Agency™). The
purpose of this agreement is to establish a framework of collaboration, as well as articulate specific roles
and responsibilities in support of the State in its implementation of an approved Race to the Top-Early
Learning Challenge grant project.

L ASSURANCES
The Participating State Agency hercby certifies and represents that it:
1) Agrees to be a Participating State Agency and will implement those portions of the State Plan indicated
in Exhibit I, if the State application is funded;
2) Agrees to use, to the extent applicable and consistent with the State Plan and Exhibit [:
(a) A set of statewide Early Learning and Development Standards;
{b) A set of statewide Program Standards;
(c) A statewide Tiered Quality Rating and Improvement System; and
(d) A statewide Workforce Knowledge and Competency Framework and progression of
credentials.

(Please note that Participating State Agencies must provide these assurances in order for the State to be
eligible for a Race to the Top-Early Learning Challenge grant.)

3) Has all requisite power and authority to execute and fulfill the terms of this MOU;

4) Is familiar with the State’s Race to the Top-Early Learning Challenge grant application and is
supportive of and committed to working on all applicable portions of the State Plan;

5) Will provide a Final Scope of Work only if the State’s application is funded and will do so in a timely
fashion but no later than 90 days after a grant is awarded; and will describe the Participating State
Agency’s specific goals, activities, timelines, budgets, and key personnel (“Participating State Agency
Plan™) in a manner that is consistent with the Preliminary Scope of Work (Exhibit 1), with the Budget
included in section VIII of the State Plan (including existing funds, if any, that the Participating State
Agency is using for activities and services that help achieve the outcomes of the State Plan; and

6) Will comply with all of the terms of the Race to the Top-Early Learning Challenge Grant, this
agreement, and all applicable Federal and State laws and regulations, including laws and regulations
applicable to the Race to the Top-Early Learning Challenge program, and the applicable provisions of
EDGAR (34 CFR Parts 75, 77, 79, 80, 82, 84, 86, 97, 98 and 99), and the suspension and debarment
regulations in 2 CFR Part 3485.

I1. PROJECT ADMINISTRATION

A. PARTICIPATING STATE AGENCY RESPONSIBILITIES
In assisting the Lead Agency in implementing the tasks and activities described in the State’s Race to the
Top-Early Learning Challenge grant application, the Participating State Agency will:

1) Implement the Participating State Agency Scope of Work as identified in Exhibit I of this agreement;
2) ‘Abide by the governance structure outlined in the State Plan;
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3) Abide by the Participating State Agency’s Budget included in section VIII of the State Plan (including
the existing funds from Federal, State, private and local sources, if any, that the Participating State
Agency is using to achieve the outcomes in the RTT-ELC State Plan);

4) Actively participate in all relevant meetings or other events that are organized or sponsored by the
State, by the U.S. Department of Education (“ED™), or by the U.S. Department of Health and Human
Services (“HHS™);

5) Post to any Web site specified by the State, ED, or HHS, in a timely manner, all non-proprietary
produects and lessons learned developed using Federal funds awarded under the RTT-ELC grant;

6) Participate, as requested, in any evaluations of this grant conducted by the State, ED, or HHS;

7) Be responsive to State, ED, or HHS requests for project information including on the status of the
project, project implementation, outcomes, and any problems anticipated or encountered, consistent with
applicable local, State and Federal privacy laws.

B. LEAD AGENCY RESPONSIBILITIES
In assisting the Participating State Agencies in implementing their tasks and activities deseribed in the
State’s Race to the Top-Early Learning Challenge application, the Lead Agency will:

1) Work collaboratively with the Participating State Agency and support the Participating State Agency -
in carrying out the Participating State Agency Scope of Work, as identified in Exhibit I of this agreement;
2) Timely award the portion of Race to the Top-Early Learning Challenge grant funds designated for the
Participating State Agency in the State Plan during the course of the project period and in accordance
with the Participating State Agency’s Scope of Work, as identified in Exhibit I, and in accordance with
the Participating State Agency’s Budget, as identified in section VIII of the State’s application;

3) Provide feedback on the Participating State Agency’s status updates, any interim reports, and project
plans and products;

4) Keep the Participating State Agency informed of the status of the State’s Race to the Top-Early
Learning Challenge grant project and seek input from the Participating State Agency, where applicable,
through the governance structure outlined in the State Plan;

5) Facilitate coordination across Participating State Agencies necessary to implement the State Plan; and
6) Identify sources of technical assistance for the project.

C. JOINT RESPONSIBILITIES

1) The Lead Agency and the Participating State Agency will each appoint a key contact person for the
Race to the Top-Early Learning Challenge grant.

2) These key contacts from the Lead Agency and the Participating State Agency will maintain frequent
communication to facilitate cooperation under this MOU, consistent with the State Plan and governance
structure.

3) Lead Agency and Participating State Agency personnel will work together to determine appropriate
timelines for project updates and status reports throughout the grant period.

4) Lead Agency and Participating State Agency personnel will negotiate in good faith toward achieving
the overall goals of the State’s Race to the Top-Early Learning Challenge grant, including when the State
Plan requires modifications that affect the Participating State Agency, or when the Participating State
Agency’s Scope of Work requires modifications.

D. STATE RECOURSE IN THE EVENT OF PARTICIPATING STATE AGENCY S FAILURE
TO PERFORM '

If the Lead Agency determines that the Participating State Agency is not meeting its goals, timelines,
budget, or annual targets, or is in some other way not fulfilling applicable requirements, the Lead Agency
will take appropriate enforcement action, which could include initiating a collaborative process by which
to attempt to resolve the disagreements between the Lead Agency and the Participating State Agency, or
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initiating such enforcement measures as are available to the Lead Agency, under applicable State or
Federal law.

I, MODIFICATIONS
This Memorandum of Understanding may be amended only by written agreement signed by each of the
parties involved, in consultation with ED.

IV. DURATION

This Memorandum of Understanding shall be effective, beginning with the date of the last signature
hereon and, if a Race to the Top- Early Learning Challenge grant is received by the State, ending upon the
expiration of the Race to the Top- Early Learning Challenge grant project period.

V. SIGNATURES

Authorized Representative of Lead/Agencey:

(b)(s)
_ VoI,
gignat}ﬁ’é / V Date
YA o LA Exetrr e UWRECTOR. 080
Print Name Title '
(«64)-1(16:3m:r,nfl Banvacantative af PDavrtisinating Stafe Agency:
N 10709/2013
Sterare Date
Leah Grenier Chairperson, Early Childhood Cabinet
Print Name Title
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MODEL PARTICIPATING STATE AGENCY
MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING

This Memorandum of Understanding (“MOU”) is entered into by and between _Office of Early
Childhood _ (“Lead Agency™) and Eastern Connecticut State University  (“Participating State
Agency™). The purpose of this agreement is to establish a framework of collaboration, as well as
articulate specific roles and responsibilities in support of the State in its implementation of an approved
Race to the Top-Early Learning Challenge grant project.

I ASSURANCES
The Participating State Agency hereby certifies and represents that it:
1} Agrees to be a Participating State Agency and will implement those portions of the State Plan indicated
in Exhibit I, if the State application is funded;
2) Agrees to use, to the extent applicable and consistent with the State Plan and Exhibit I:
(a) A set of statewide Early Learning and Development Standards;
(b) A set of statewide Program Standards;
(c) A statewide Tiered Quality Rating and Improvement System; and
(d) A statewide Workforce Knowledge and Competency Framework and progression of
credentials.

(Please note that Participating State Agencies must provide these assurances in order for the State to be
eligible for a Race to the Top-Early Learning Challenge grant.)

3) Has all requisite power and authority to execute and fulfill the terms of this MOU;

4) Is familiar with the State’s Race to the Top-Early Learning Challenge grant application and is
supportive of and committed to working on all applicable portions of the State Plan;

5) Will provide a Final Scope of Work only if the State’s application is funded and will do so in a timely
fashion but no later than 90 days after a grant is awarded; and will describe the Participating State
Agency’s specific goals, activities, timelines, budgets, and key personnel (“Participating State Agency
Plan”) in a manner that is consistent with the Preliminary Scope of Work (Exhibit I), with the Budget
included in section VIII of the State Plan (including existing funds, if any, that the Participating State
Agency is using for activities and services that help achieve the outcomes of the State Plan; and

6) Will comply with all of the terms of the Race to the Top-Early Learning Challenge Grant, this
agreement, and all applicable Federal and State laws and regulations, including laws and regulations
applicable to the Race to the Top-Early Learning Challenge program, and the applicable provisions of
EDGAR (34 CFR Parts 75, 77, 79, 80, 82, 84, 86, 97, 98 and 99}, and the suspension and debarment
regulations in 2 CFR Part 3485,

II. PROJECT ADMINISTRATION

A. PARTICIPATING STATE AGENCY RESPONSIBILITIES
In assisting the Lead Agency in implementing the tasks and activities described in the State’s Race to the
Top-Early Learning Challenge grant application, the Participating State Agency will:

1) Implement the Participating State Agency Scope of Work as identified in Exhibit I of this agreement;
2) Abide by the governance structure outlined in the State Plan;
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3) Abide by the Participating State Agency’s Budget included in section VIII of the State Plan (including
the existing funds from Federal, State, private and local sources, if any, that the Participating State
Agency is using to achieve the outcomes in the RTT-ELC State Plan);

4) Actively participate in all relevant meetings or other events that are organized or sponsored by the
State, by the U.S. Department of Education (“ED™), or by the U.S. Department of Health and Human
Services (“HHS™);

5) Post to any Web site specified by the State, ED, or HHS, in a timely manner, all non-proprietary
products and lessons learned developed using Federal funds awarded under the RTT-ELC grant;

6) Participate, as requested, in any evaluations of this grant conducted by the State, ED, or HHS:

7) Be responsive to State, ED, or HHS requests for project information including on the status of the
project, project implementation, outcomes, and any problems anticipated or encountered, consistent with
applicable local, State and Federal privacy laws.

B. LEAD AGENCY RESPONSIBILITIES
In assisting the Participating State Agencies in implementing their tasks and activities described in the
State’s Race to the Top-Early Learning Challenge application, the Lead Agency will:

1) Work collaboratively with the Participating State Agency and support the Participating State Agency
in carrying out the Participating State Agency Scope of Work, as identified in Exhibit T of this agreement;
2) Timely award the portion of Race to the Top-Early Learning Challenge grant funds designated for the
Participating State Agency in the State Plan during the course of the project period and in accordance
with the Participating State Agency’s Scope of Work, as identified in Exhibit 1, and in accordance with
the Participating State Agency’s Budget, as identified in section VIII of the State’s application;

3) Provide feedback on the Participating State Agency’s status updates, any interim reports, and project
plans and products;

4) Keep the Participating State Agency informed of the status of the State’s Race to the Top-Early
Learning Challenge grant project and seek input from the Participating State Agency, where applicable,
through the governance structure outlined in the State Plan;

5) Facilitate coordination across Participating State Agencies necessary to implement the State Plan; and
6) Identify sources of technical assistance for the project.

C. JOINT RESPONSIBILITIES

1) The Lead Agency and the Participating State Agency will each appoint a key contact person for the
Race to the Top-Early Learning Challenge grant.

2) These key contacts from the Lead Agency and the Participating State Agency will maintain frequent
communication to facilitate cooperation under this MOU, consistent with the State Plan and governance
structure.

3) Lead Agency and Participating State Agency personnel will work together to determine appropriate
timelines for project updates and status reports throughout the grant period.

4) Lead Agency and Participating State Agency persornel will negotiate in good faith toward achieving
the overall goals of the State’s Race to the Top-Early Learning Challenge grant, including when the State
Plan requires modifications that affect the Participating State Agency, or when the Participating State
Agency’s Scope of Work requires modifications.

D. STATE RECOURSE IN THE EVENT OF PARTICIPATING STATE AGENCY’S FAILURE
TO PERFORM

If the Lead Agency determines that the Participating State Agency is not meeting its goals, timelines,
budget, or annual targets, or is in some other way not fulfilling applicable requirements, the Lead Agency
will take appropriate enforcement action, which could include initiating a collaborative process by which
to attempt to resolve the disagreements between the Lead Agency and the Participating State Agency, or
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mitiating such enforcement measures-as are available to the Lead Agency, under applicable State or
Federal law.

111, MODIFICATIONS
This Memorandum of Understanding may be amended only by written agreement signed by each of the
parties involved, in consultation with ED.

IV, DURATION

This Memorandum of Understanding shall be effective, beginning with the date of the last signature
hereon and, if a Race to the Top- Early Learning Challenge grant is received by the State, ending upon the
expiration of the Race to the Top- Early Learning Challenge grant project period.

V.SIGNATURES
oG gency:
S-S SS
Signagire / & Date
Myra Jones-Tavior Executive Director
Print Name Title

Authorized Representative of Participating State Agency:

(b)(8) .
= //cff// =
Signature Q p«r{c

Dr, Elsa Nutiez President
Print Name Title
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EXHIBIT I - PARTICIPATING STATE AGENCY SCOPE OF WORK

The Participating State Agency hereby agrees to participate in the State Plan, as described in the State’s
application, and more specifically commits to undertake the tasks and activitics described in detail below.

g‘;};i?g; Participating Party Type of Participation

(B)(1)

(B)2)

B)3)

B)4)

(B)(3)

©a)

©)2)

(©)3)

©)@

(D)

(DY) Eastern Cormecticut State Conduct needs assessment to identify early

University childhood training resources currently

available; determine materials that would be
most useful to center and home-based
providers; and to develop video-enhance
technical assistance modules based up the
results of this needs assessment

(E)1)

(E)2)

(b)(6)

/0-1/- /3

Signafdre (Auikoriz%f?epresemgﬂve of Lead Agency)

(b)(6)

Date

Signatyr'e (Authorized Represéfitative of
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MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING

This Memorandum of Understanding (“MOU”) is entered into by and between _Office of Early
Childhood (“Lead Agency”) and Head Start Collaboration Office (“Participating State Agency”). The
purpose of this agreement is to establish a framework of collaboration, as well as articulate specific roles
and responsibilities in support of the State in its implementation of an approved Race to the Top-Early
Learning Challenge grant project.

L ASSURANCES
The Participating State Agency hereby certifies and represents that it:
1) Agrees to be a Participating State Agency and will implement those portions of the State Plan indicated
in Exhibit 1, if the State application is funded,;
2) Agrees to use, to the extent applicable and consistent with the State Plan and Exhibit I
(a) A set of statewide Early Learning and Development Standards;
(b) A set of statewide Program Standards;
(¢) A statewide Tiered Quality Rating and Improvement System; and
(d) A statewide Workforce Knowledge and Competency Framework and progression of
credentials.

(Please note that Participating State Agencies must provide these assurances in order for the Staie to be
eligible for a Race to the Top-Early Learning Challenge grant.)

3) Has all requisite power and authority to execute and fulfill the terms of this MOU;

4) 1s familiar with the State’s Race to the Top-Early Learning Challenge grant application and is
supportive of and committed to working on all applicable portions of the State Plan;

5) Will provide a Final Scope of Work only if the State’s application is funded and will do so in a timely
fashion but no later than 90 days after a grant is awarded; and will describe the Participating State
Agency’s specific goals, activities, timelines, budgets, and key personnel (“Participating State Agency
Plan’) in a manner that is consistent with the Preliminary Scope of Work (Exhibit 1), with the Budget
included in section VIII of the State Plan (including existing funds, if any, that the Participating State
Agency is using for activities and services that help achieve the outcomes of the State Plan; and

6) Will comply with all of the terms of the Race to.the Top-Early Learning Challenge Grant, this
agreement, and all applicable Federal and State laws and regulations, including laws and regulations
applicable to the Race to the Top-Early Learning Challenge program, and the applicable provisions of
EDGAR (34 CFR Parts 75, 77, 79, 80, 82, 84, 86, 97, 98 and 99), and the suspension and debarment
regulations in 2 CFR Part 3485,

[I. PROJECT ADMINISTRATION

A. PARTICIPATING STATE AGENCY RESPONSIBILITIES
In assisting the Lead Agency in implementing the tasks and activities described in the State’s Race to the
Top-Early Learning Challenge grant application, the Participating State Agency will:

1) Implement the Participating State Agency Scope of Work as identified in Exhibit | of this agreement;
2) Abide by the governance structure outlined in the State Plan;
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3) Abide by the Participating State Agency’s Budget included in section V1IT of the State Plan (including
the existing funds from Federal, State, private and local sources, if any, that the Participating State
Agency is using to achieve the outcomes in the RTT-ELC State Plan);

4) Actively participate in all relevant meetings or other events that are organized or sponsored by the
State, by the U.S. Department of Education (“ED”), or by the U.S. Department of Health and Human
Services (“HHS™);

5) Post to any Web site specified by the State, ED, or HHS, in a timely manner, all non-proprictary
products and lessons learned developed using Federal funds awarded under the RTT-ELC grant;

6) Participate, as requested, in any evaluations of this grant conducted by the State, ED, or HHS;

7) Be responsive to State, ED, or HHS requests for project information including on the status of the
project, project implementation, outcomes, and any problems anticipated or encountered, consistent with
applicable local, State and Federal privacy laws.

B. LEAD AGENCY RESPONSIBILITIES
In assisting the Participating State Agencies in implementing their tasks and activitics described in the
State’s Race to the Top-Early Learning Challenge application, the Lead Agency will:

1) Work collaboratively with the Participating State Agency and support the Participating State Agency
in carrying out the Participating State Agency Scope of Work, as identified in Exhibit I of this agreement;
2) Timely award the portion of Race to the Top-Early Learning Challenge grant funds designated for the
Participating State Agency in the State Plan during the course of the project period and in accordance
with the Participating State Agency’s Scope of Work, as identified in Exhibit I, and in accordance with
the Participating State Agency’s Budget, as identified in section VIII of the State’s application;

3) Provide feedback on the Participating State Agency’s status updates, any interim reports, and project
plans and products;

4) Keep the Participating State Agency informed of the status of the State’s Race to the Top-Early
Leamning Challenge grant project and seek input from the Participating State Agency, where applicable,
through the governance structure outlined in the State Plan;

5) Facilitate coordination across Participating State Agencies necessary to implement the State Plan; and
6) ldentify sources of technical assistance for the project.

C. JOINT RESPONSIBILITIES

1) The Lead Agency and the Participating State Agency will cach appoint a key contact person for the
Race to the Top-Early Learning Challenge grant.

2) These key contacts from the Lead Agency and the Participating State Agency will maintain frequent
communication to facilitate cooperation under this MOU, consistent with the State Plan and governance
structure.

3) Lead Agency and Participating State Agency personnel will work together to determine appropriate
timelines for project updates and status reports throughout the grant period.

4) Lead Agency and Participating State Agency personnel will negotiate in good faith toward achieving
the overall goals of the State’s Race to the Top-Early Learning Challenge grant, including when the Statc
Plan requires modifications that affect the Participating State Agency, or when the Participating State
Agency’s Scope of Work requires modifications.

D. STATE RECOURSE IN THE EVENT OF PARTICIPATING STATE AGENCY’S FAILURE
TO PERFORM

If the Lead Agency determines that the Participating State Agency is not meeting its goals, timelines,
budget, or annual targets, or is in some other way not fulfilling applicable requirements, the Lead Agency
will take appropriate enforcement action, which could include initiating a collaborative process by which
to attempt to resolve the disagreements between the Lead Agency and the Participating State Agency, or
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initiating such enforcement measures as are available to the Lead Agency, under applicable State or
Federal law.

1. MODIFICATIONS
This Memorandum of Understanding may be amended only by written agreement signed by each of the
parties involved, in consultation with ED.

1IV. DURATION
This Memorandum of Understanding shall be effective, beginning with the date of the last signature
hereon and, if a Race to the Top- Early Learning Challenge grant is received by the State, ending upon the

expiration of the Race to the Top- Early Learning Challenge grant project period.

V. SIGNATURES
BIO) rgp reney:
S0/ 15
Sign atgfa}f'e ﬂ 2 Date
Myra Jones-Tavior, Executive Director
Print Name Title

inating State Agency:

(b)(6)
ne (3 .y
; 5
Signat{ﬁ;z Date
Grace-Ann Caruso Whitnev, Director
Print Name Title
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EXHIBIT [ - PARTICIPATING STATE AGENCY SCOPE OF WORK

The Participating State Agency hereby agrees to participate in the State Plan, as described inthe State’s
application, and more specifically commits to undertake the tasks and activities described in detail below.

Selection
Criterion

Participating Party

Type of Participation

Example Row—
shows an example
of criterion (Bi(l)
Jfor the State
agency that
aversees Sldale~
Sunded preschool,
IDEA, and Hecd
Start Collab Office

o State-funded preschool
e [DEA preschool special ed
e Head Start Collab Office

Represeniatives from each program are sitting
on the state commitiee o define statewide QRIS
program standards

Head Start Collab Office

Responsible for cross-walking Head Start
performance standards with the new Program
Standards

B)1D

B)(2)

(B)3)

(B)(4)

(B)ES)

(O

(©O2)

©O)3)

©))

1))

1))

E)(1)

(1))

(b)(6)

L0 L L3

Sign at\g;e/ (Authorized ypresenmtivﬁ f Lead Agency) Date

(b)(6)

[0 =93

Signatur¢ (duthorized Representative of Participating State Agency) Daie

|

~
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MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING

This Memorandum of Understanding (“MOU™) is entered into by and between Office of Early
Childhood_ (“Lead Agency™) and _ Office of Higher Education _ (“Participating State Agency™). The
purpose of this agreement is to establish a framework of collaboration, as well as articulate specific roles
and responsibilities in support of the State in its implementation of an approved Race to the Top-Farly

Learning Challenge grant project.

L ASSURANCES
The Participating State Agency hereby certifies and represents that it:
1) Agrees to be a Participating State Agency and will implement those portions of the State Plan indicated
in Exhibit 1, if the State application is funded:
2) Agrees to use, lo the extent applicable and consistent with the State Plan and Exhibit L:
(a) A set of statewide Early Learning and Development Standards:
(b) A set of statewide Program Standards;
(¢) A statewide Tiered Quality Rating and Improvement System; and
(d) A statewide Workforce Knowledge and Competency Framework and progression of
credentials.

(Please note that Participating State Agencies must provide these assurances in order for the State to be
eligible for a Race to the Top-Early Learning Challenge grant.)

3) Has all requisite power and authority to execute and fulfill the terms of this MOU;

4) s familiar with the State’s Race to the Top-Early Learning Challenge grant application and is
supportive of and committed to working on all applicable portions of the State Plan:

5) Will provide a Final Scope of Work only if the State’s application is funded and will do so in a timely
fashion but no later than 90 days after a grant is awarded; and will describe the Participating State
Agency’s specific goals, activities, timelines, budgets, and key personnel (“Participating State Agency
Plai™) in a manner that is consistent with the Preliminary Scope of Work (Exhibit I), with the Budget
included in section VIII of the State Plan (including existing funds, if any, that the Participating State
Agency is using for activities and services that help achieve the outcomes of the State Plan; and

6) Will comply with all of the terms of the Race to the Top-Early Learning Challenge Grant, this
agreement, and all applicable Federal and State laws and regulations, including laws and regulations
applicable to the Race to the Top-Early Learning Challenge program, and the applicable provisions of
EDGAR (34 CFR Parts 75, 77, 79, 80, 82, 84, 86, 97, 98 and 99), and the suspension and debarment
regulations in 2 CFR Part 3485,

IL. PROJECT ADMINISTRATION

A. PARTICIPATING STATE AGENCY RESPONSIBILITIES
In assisting the Lead Agency in implementing the tasks and activities described in the State’s Race to the
Top-Early Learning Challenge grant application, the Participating State Agency will:

1) Implement the Participating State Agency Scope of Work as identified in Exhibit I of this agreement;
2) Abide by the governance structure outlined in the State Plan;
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3) Abide by the Participating State Agency’s Budget included in section VIII of the State Plan (including
the existing funds from Federal, State, private and local sources, if any, that the Participating State
Agency is using to achieve the outcomes in the RTT-ELC State Plan);

4y Actively participate in all relevant meetings or other events that are organized or sponsored by the
State, by the U.S. Department of Education (“ED™), or by the U.S. Department of Health and Human
Services ("HHS™);

5) Post to any Web site specified by the State, ED, or HHS, in a timely manner, all non-proprietary
products and lessons learned developed using Federal funds awarded under the RTT-ELC grant;

6) Participate, as requested, in any evaluations of this grant conducted by the State, ED, or HHS:

7) Be responsive to State, ED, or HHS requests for project information including on the status of the
project, project implementation, outcomes, and any problems anticipated or encountered, consistent with
applicable local, State and Federal privacy laws.

B. LEAD AGENCY RESPONSIBILITIES
In assisting the Participating State Agencies in implementing their tasks and activities described in the
State’s Race to the Top-Early Learning Challenge application, the Lead Agency will:

1) Work collaboratively with the Participating State Agency and support the Participating State Agency
in carrying out the Participating State Agency Scope of Work, as identified in Exhibit I of this agreement;
2} Timely award the portion of Race to the Top-Early Learning Challenge grant funds designated for the
Participating State Agency in the State Plan during the course of the project period and in accordance
with the Participating State Agency’s Scope of Waork, as identified in Exhibit I, and in accordance with
the Participating State Agency’s Budget, as identified in section VIII of the State’s application;

3) Provide feedback on the Participating State Agency’s status updates, any interim reports, and project
plans and products;

4) Keep the Participating State Agency informed of the status of the State’s Race to the Top-Early
Learning Challenge grant project and seek input from the Participating State Agency, where applicable,
through the governance structure outlined in the State Plan;

5} Facilitate coordination across Participating State Agencies necessary to implement the State Plan; and
6) Identify sources of technical assistance for the project.

C. JOINT RESPONSIBILITIES

1) The Lead Agency and the Participating State Agency will each appoint a key contact person for the
Race to the Top-Early Learning Challenge grant.

2) These key contacts from the Lead Agency and the Participating State Agency will maintain frequent
communication to facilitate cooperation under this MOU, consistent with the State Plan and governance
structure.

3) Lead Agency and Participating State Agency personnel will work together to determine appropriate
timelines for project updates and status reports throughout the grant period.

4) Lead Agency and Participating State Agency personnel will negotiate in good faith toward achieving
the overall goals of the State’s Race to the Top-Early Learning Challenge grant, including when the State
Plan requires modifications that affect the Participating State Agency, or when the Participating State
Agency’s Scope of Work requires modifications.

D. STATE RECOURSE IN THE EVENT OF PARTICIPATING STATE AGENCY’S FAILURE
TO PERFORM

If the Lead Agency determines that the Participating State Agency is not meeting its goals, timelines,
budget, or annual targets, or is in some other way not fulfilling applicable requirements, the Lead Agency
will take appropriate enforcement action, which could include initiating a collaborative process by which
to attempt to resolve the disagreements between the Lead Agency and the Participating State Agency, or
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initiating such enforcement measures as are available to the Lead Ageney, under applicable State or
Federal law.

I1I. MODIFICATIONS
This Memorandum of Understanding may be amended only by written agreement signed by each of the
parties involved, in consultation with ED.

IV. DURATION

This Memorandum of Understanding shall be effective, beginning with the date of the last signature
hereon and, if'a Race to the Top- Early Learning Challenge grant is received by the State, ending upon the
expiration of the Race to the Top- Early Learning Challenge grant project period.

V. SIGNATURES

__Authorized Renresentative of | gad Agency:
(b)(6)
/01713
Signatlire / 7 Date
Dr. Myra Jones-Tavilor Executive Director

Print Name Title

(b)(6) ' A
— e
Signature |/ Date
Jane Ciarleglio Executive Director
Print Nanie Title
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EXHIBIT I - PARTICIPATING STATE AGENCY SCOPE OF WORK

The Participating State Agency hereby agrees to participate in the State Plan, as described in the State’s
application, and more specifically commits to undertake the tasks and activities described in detail below.

i’i‘;;?:::} Participating Party Type of Participation

Example Row—— e State-funded preschool Representatives from each program are sitting

shows an example | o JDFA preschool special ed on the state committee to define statewide QRIS

of criterion (B)(1) | o Head Start Collab Office program stundards

Jor the State e Head Start Collab Office Responsible for eross-walking Head Start

agency that performance standards with the new Program

oversees state- Stamdards

Junded preschool,

IDEA, and Head

Start Collab Office

(B)(1)

(B)(2)

B)3)

(B)4)

(B)(5)

1 Office of Higher Education -Agree to adopt standards as part of Early
Childhood curriculum.

(€2

(©)3)

(€)4)

(DY) Office of Higher Education -Agree to release faculty time to participate in
the new Farly Childhood Professional
Development Consortium
-Responsible for strengthening articulation
agreements between 2 and 4 year institutions
around Early Childhood credits
-Responsible for ereating articulation
agreements fo accept competency based
professional development as credit when
delivered by an approved PD provider

(D)(2)

(E)(1)

(E)2)

(b)(6)

L A3

ig Agency) Date
(b)(6)
T il | 2
Signatupe£dsthomizid D ok st irtise LParticipating State Agency) Date

(b)(6)
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IV. APPLICATION ASSURANCES AND CERTIFICATIONS
Race to the Top — Early Learning Challenge

(CFDA No. 84.412)

Legal Name of Applicant Applicant’s Mailing Address:

(Office of the Governor): ]
Executive Chambers

Governor Dannel P. Malloy State Capital

Hartford, CT 06106
Employer Identification Number: Organizational DUNS:
06-6000798 X
Lead Agency: Connecticut Office of Early Lead Agency Contact Phone:
Childhood

860-713-6411
Contact Name: o
Lead Agency Contact Email Address:

Myra Jones-Taylor, Executive Director ‘
Myra.Jones-tavlor@ct.gov

Required Applicant Signatures (Must include signatures from an authorized representative of each
Participating State Agency. Insert additional signature blocks as needed below. To simplify the process,
signatories may sign on separate Application Assurance forms.):

To the best of my knowledge and belief, all of the information and data in this application are true and correct.

I further certify that I have read the application, am fully committed to it, and will support its implementation:

Governor or Authorized Representative of the Governor (Printed Name): Telephone:

Governor Dannel P. Malloy 860-566-4840

Signature of Governor or Authorized Representative of the Governor: Date:

Lead Agélléy Authorized Representative (Printed Name): : Agency Name:

Myra Jones-Taylor, Executive Director Office of Early Childhood
Signature of Lead Agency Authorized Representatii)é: Date:
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Participating State Agency Authorized Representative (Printed Name):

Stefan Pryor, Commissioner

Connecticut

- Agency Name:

Connecticut State Department
- of Edueation

A Signawre of Participating State Agency Authorized Representative:

Dr. Jewel Mullen, Commissioner

» A‘gency‘ Name:

. Date:

Connecticut Department of

: Public Health

Signature of Partici patiﬁg State Agency Authorized Representative:

Date:

Participéting State Agency Authorized Representative (Printed Name):

Terrence W. Macy, Commissioner

~ Agency Name:

Connecticut Department of
Developmental Services

Signature of Pzirticipating State Agency Authorized Representative:

Date:

Participating State Agency Authorized Repfééééia/ti’xfé (Printed Name):

Roderick L. Bremby, Commissioner

Agency Name:

Connecticut Department of

Social Services

Signature of Participating State Agency Authorized Representative:

?érticipating State Agency Authorized Representative (Printed Name):

Joette Katz, Commissioner

Agency Name:

Connecticut Department of
Children and Families

Signature of Participating State Agency Authorized Representative:

Date:
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MODEL PARTICIPATING STATE AGENCY
MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING

This Memorandum of Understanding (“MOU”) is entered into by and between Office of Early Childhood
(“Lead Agency™) and State Department of Education (“Participating State Agency™). The purpose of this
agreement is to establish a framework of collaboration, as well as articulate specific roles and
responsibilities in support of the State in its implementation of an approved Race to the Top-Early
Learning Challenge grant project.

L ASSURANCES
The Participating State Agency hereby certifies and represents that it:
1) Agrees to be a Participating State Agency and will implement those portions of the State Plan indicated
in Exhibit 1, if the State application is funded:
2) Agrees 1o use, to the extent applicable and consistent with the State Plan and Exhibit I:
(a) A set of statewide Early Learning and Development Standards;
(b) A set of statewide Program Standards;
{c) A statewide Tiered Quality Rating and Improvement System; and
(d) A statewide Workforce Knowledge and Competency Framework and progression of
credentials.

(Please note that Participating State Agencies must provide these assurances in order for the State to be
eligible for a Race to the Top-Early Learning Challenge grant.)

3) Has all requisite power and authority to execute and fulfill the terms of this MOU;

4} Is familiar with the State’s Race to the Top-Early Learning Challenge grant application and is
supportive of and committed to working on all applicable portions of the State Plan;

2) Will provide a Final Scope of Work only if the State’s application is funded and will do so in a timely
fashion but no later than 90 days after a grant is awarded: and will deseribe the Participating State
Agency’s specific goals, activities, timelines, budgets, and key personnel (“Participating State Agency
Plan”) in a manner that is consistent with the Preliminary Scope of Work (Exhibit 1), with the Budget
included in section VIII of the State Plan (including existing funds, if any, that the Participating State
Agency is using for activities and services that help achieve the outcomes of the State Plan; and

6) Will comply with all of the terms of the Race to the Top-Early Learning Challenge Grant, this
agreement, and all applicable Federal and State laws and regulations, including laws and regulations
applicable to the Race to the Top-Early Learning Challenge program, and the applicable provisions of
EDGAR (34 CFR Parts 75, 77, 79, 80, 82, 84, 86, 97,98 and 99), and the suspension and debarment
regulations in 2 CFR Part 3485,

IL PROJECT ADMINISTRATION

A. PARTICIPATING STATE AGENCY RESPONSIBILITIES
In assisting the Lead Agency in implementing the tasks and activities described in the State’s Race to the
Top-Early Learning Challenge grant application, the Participating State Agency wilk:

1) Implement the Participating State Agency Scope of Work as identified in Exhibit I of this agreement;
2) Abide by the governance structure outlined in the State Plan;
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3) Abide by the Participating State Agency’s Budget included in section VIII of the State Plan (including
the existing funds from Federal, State, private and local sources, if any, that the Participating State
Agency is using to achieve the outcomes in the RTT-ELC State Plan);

4) Actively participate in all relevant meetings or other events that are organized or sponsored by the
State, by the U.S. Department of Education (“ED”), or by the U.S. Department of Health and Human
Services (*HHS™);

5) Postto any Web site specified by the State, ED, or HHS, in a timely manner, all non-proprietary
products and lessons learned developed using Federal funds awarded under the RTT-ELC grant;

6) Participate, as requested, in any evaluations of this grant conducted by the State, ED, or HHS;

7) Be responsive to State, ED, or HHS requests for project information including on the status of the
project, project implementation, outcomes, and any problems anticipated or encountered, consistent with
applicable local, State and Federal privacy laws.

B. LEAD AGENCY RESPONSIBILITIES
In assisting the Participating State Agencies in implementing their tasks and activities described in the
State’s Race to the Top-Early Learning Challenge application, the Lead Agency will:

1) Work collaboratively with the Participating State Agency and support the Participating State A gency
in carrying out the Participating State Agency Scope of Work, as identified in Exhibit I of this agreement;
2) Timely award the portion of Race to the Top-Early Learmning Challenge grant funds designated for the
Participating State Agency in the State Plan during the course of the project period and in accordance
with the Participating State Agency’s Scope of Work, as identified in Exhibit I, and in accordance with
the Participating State Agency’s Budget, as identified in section V1II of the State’s application;

3) Provide feedback on the Participating State Agency’s status updates, any interim reports, and project
plans and products;

4) Keep the Participating State Agency informed of the status of the State’s Race to the Top-Early
Learning Challenge grant project and seek input from the Participating State Agency, where applicable,
through the governance structure outlined in the State Plan;

5) Facilitate coordination across Participating State Agencies necessary to implement the State Plan; and
6) Identify sources of technical assistance for the project.

C. JOINT RESPONSIBILITIES

1) The Lead Agency and the Participating State Agency will each appoint a key contact person for the
Race to the Top-Early Learning Challenge grant.

2) These key contacts from the Lead Agency and the Participating State Agency will maintain frequent
communication to facilitate cooperation under this MOU, consistent with the State Plan and governance
structure.

3) Lead Agency and Participating State Agency personnel will work together to determine appropriate
timelines for project updates and status reports throughout the grant period.

4) Lead Agency and Participating State Agency personnel will negotiate in good faith toward achieving
the overall goals of the State’s Race to the Top-Early Learning Challenge grant, including when the State
Plan requires modifications that affect the Participating State Agency, or when the Participating State
Agency’s Scope of Work requires modifications.

D. STATE RECOURSE IN THE EVENT OF PARTICIPATING STATE AGENCY'S FAILURE
TO PERFORM

If the Lead Agency determines that the Participating State Agency is not meeting its goals, timelines,
budget, or annual targets, or is in some other way not fulfilling applicable requirements, the Lead Agency
will take appropriate enforcement action, which could include initiating a collaborative process by which
to attempt to resolve the disagreements between the Lead Agency and the Participating State Agency, or
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initiating such enforcement measures as are available to the Lead Agency, under applicable State or
Federal law.

IIL. MODIFICATIONS
This Memorandum of Understanding may be amended only by written agreement signed by each of the
parties involved, in consuliation with BD.

IV. DURATION

This Memorandum of Understanding shall be effective, beginning with the date of the last signature
hereon and, if a Race to the Top- Early Learning Challenge grant is received by the State, ending upon the
expiration of the Race to the Top- Early Learning Challenge grant project period.

V. SIGNATURES

i Agency:
(b)(6) gency
e
Signatygé / 4 Date
Dr. Mvra Jones-Tavlor Executive Director
Print Name Title

Authorized Representative of Participating State Agency:
(b)(6)
jef#/1
Signaturg e Date
Stefan Pryor Commissioner
Print Name Title
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EXHIBIT I - PARTICIPATING STATE AGENCY SCOPE OF WORK

The Participating State Agency hereby agrees to participate in the State Plan, as described in the State’s
application, and more specifically commits to undertake the tasks and activities described in detail below.

i‘?;z?g; Participating Party Type of Participation

(By(1) Work collaboratively with the OEC to develop
a plan and process for a multi-year phase-in of
licensing requirements for public pre-K
programs. Explore alternative licensing
requirements for public school pre-K programs

BY2) Offer financial incentives to public schools for
facility improvements to meet licensing
requirements as they are developed.

(B)(3)

{B)(4) Bureau of Special Education Continue to provide preschool IDEA funding
to support the achievement of NAEYC
accreditation in programs serving children ages
3 to 5 with disabilities

(B)(3)

(Y1) Academic Office Promote the understanding and implementation
of new B-5 early learning and development
standards in public Pre-K programs and K
classrooms; Engage community of early
childhood program providers in PD related to
development of early literacy skills

(O)2)

(©)3)

(C)4)

01)18)] Talent Office Participate in the Early Childhood Professional
Development Consortia

D)(2)

(EX(1) Bureau of Information Include KEA data in SLDS; Maintain portal to

Technology share results of KEA

Bureau of Data Collection, Maintain administration of KEA data collection

Research and Evaluation

Academic Office Collaborate with OEC to provide PD for
Kindergarten Entry Coordinators (KECs) on
KEA administration; Provide periodic
recalibration and training for KECs

(E)2)
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Selection AR Sl
Criterion Participating Party Type of Participation
Py Turn Around Office: Bureau of Participate in OEC/SDE partnership for Prek -

Accountability and Improvement

grade 3 Institute for Alliance Districts

Offer elementary principals participation in P-3
Executive Leadership Program in collaboration
with UCONN

(b)(6)

-

073

ngnatéﬁ‘e (Az?fhar‘i//eé' Represen{éﬁve of Lead Agency)

(b)(6)

Date

o s

Signature (4 #rized Reprgsemative of Participating State Agency) Date
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XII. PARTICIPATING STATE AGENCY MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING

RACE TO THE TOP-EARLY LEARNING CHALLENGE
PARTICIPATING STATE AGENCY
MODEL MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING

(Appendix C of the Race to the Top-Early Learning Challenge
Notice Inviting Applications)

Background for Memorandum of Understanding

Each Participating State Agency identified in a State’s Race to the Top-Early Learning
Challenge (RTT-ELC) State Plan is required to enter into a Memorandum of Understanding
(MOU) or other binding agreement with the State’s Lead Agency that specifies the scope of the
work that will be implemented by the Participating State Agency. The purpose of the MOU or
other binding agreement is to define a relationship between the Lead Agency and the
Participating State Agency that is specific to the RTT-ELC competition; the MOU or other
binding agreement is not meant to detail all typical aspects of grant coordination or
administration.

To support States in working efficiently with their Participating State Agencies to affirm
each Participating State Agency’s participation in the State Plan, ED and HHS have produced a
model MOU, which is attached. This model MOU may serve as a template for States; however,
States are not required to use it. States may use a document other than the model MOU, as long
as it includes the key features noted below and in the model MOU. States should consult with
their State attorneys on what is most appropriate. States may allow multiple Participating State
Agencies to sign a single MOU or other binding agreement, with customized exhibits for each
Participating State Agency, if the State so chooses.

At a minimum, an RTT-ELC MOU or other binding agreement should include the
following key features, cach of which is described in detail below and exemplified in the
attached model MOU: (1) terms and conditions; (ii) a scope of work; and, (iii) authorized
signatures.

(1) Terms and conditions: Each Participating State Agency must sign a standard set of
terms and conditions that includes, at a minimum, key roles and responsibilities of the Lead
Agency and the Participating State Agency; State recourse for non-performance by the
Participating State Agency; and assurances that make clear what the Participating State Agency
is agreeing to do.

(i) Scope of work: RTT-ELC MOUs or other binding agreements must include a
preliminary scope of work (included in the model RTT-ELC MOU as Exhibit I) that is
completed by each Participating State Agency. The scope of work must be signed and dated by
an authorized Participating State Agency official and an authorized Lead Agency official. In the
interest of time and in consideration of the effort it will take for the Lead Agency and
Participating State Agencies to develop detailed work plans for RTT-ELC, the scope of work
submitted by Participating State Agencies and Lead Agencies as part of a State’s application
may be preliminary. Preliminary scopes of work must, at a minimum, identify all applicable
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portions of the State Plan that the Participating State Agency is agreeing to implement and
include the required assurances. (Note that in order for a State to be eligible for the RTT-ELC
competition, the Lead Agency must have executed with each Participating State Agency an
MOU or other binding agreement, which the State must attach to its application and which must
describe the Participating State Agency’s level of participation in the grant and must include the
required assurances.)

If a State is awarded an RTT-ELC grant, Participating State Agencies will have up to 90
days to complete final scopes of work, which must contain detailed work plans that are
consistent with each Participating State Agency’s preliminary scope of work and with the State’s
grant application, and must include the Participating State Agencies® specific goals, activities,
timelines, budgets, and key personnel.

(ii1) Authorized Signatures: The signatures on the MOU or other binding agreement
demonstrate an acknowledgement of the relationship between the Participating State Agency and
the Lead Agency. With respect to the relationship between the Participating State Agency and
the Lead Agency, the Lead Agency’s counter-signature on the MOU or other binding agreement
indicates that the Participating State Agency’s commitment is consistent with the requirement
that a Participating State Agency implement all applicable portions of the State Plan.
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MODEL PARTICIPATING STATE AGENCY
MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING

This Memorandum of Understanding (“MOU™) is entered into by and between Office of Early
Childhood _ (*Lead Agency”) and __University of Connecticut_ (“Participating State Agency™). The
purpose of this agreement is to establish a framework of collaboration, as well as articulate specific roles
and responsibilities in support of the State in its implementation of an approved Race to the Top-Early
Learning Challenge grant project.

I. ASSURANCES
The Participating State Agency hereby certifies and represents that it:
1) Agrees to be a Participating State Agency and will implement those portions of the State Plan indicated
in Exhibit I, if the State application is funded;
2) Agrees to use, to the extent applicable and consistent with the State Plan and Exhibit I:
(a) A set of statewide Early Learning and Development Standards;
(b) A set of statewide Program Standards;
(c) A statewide Tiered Quality Rating and Improvement System; and
(d) A statewide Workforce Knowledge and Competency Framework and progression of
credentials,

(Please note that Participating State Agencies must provide these assurances in order Jor the State to be
eligible for a Race to the Top-Early Learning Challenge grant.)

3) Has all requisite power and authority to execute and fulfill the terms of this MOU:

4) Is familiar with the State’s Race to the Top-Early Learning Challenge grant application and is
supportive of and committed to working on all applicable portions of the State Plan;

5) Will provide a Final Scope of Work only if the State’s application is funded and will do so in a timely
fashion but no later than 90 days after a grant is awarded; and will describe the Participating State
Agency’s speeific goals, activities, timelines, budgets, and key personnel (“Participating State Agency
Plan”) in a manner that is consistent with the Preliminary Scope of Work (Exhibit I), with the Budget
included in section VIII of the State Plan (including existing funds, if any, that the Participating State
Agency is using for activities and services that help achieve the outcomes of the State Plan; and

6) Will comply with all of the terms of the Race to the Top-Early Learning Challenge Grant, this
agreement, and all applicable Federal and State laws and regulations, including laws and regulations
applicable to the Race to the Top-Early Learning Challenge program, and the applicable provisions of
EDGAR (34 CFR Parts 75, 77, 79, 80, 82, 84, 86, 97, 98 and 99), and the suspension and debarment
regulations in 2 CFR Part 3485.

II. PROJECT ADMINISTRATION

A. PARTICIPATING STATE AGENCY RESPONSIBILITIES
In assisting the Lead Agency in implementing the tasks and activities described in the State’s Race to the
Top-Early Learning Challenge grant application, the Participating State Agency will:

1) Implement the Participating State Agency Scope of Work as identified in Exhibit [ of this agreement;
2) Abide by the governance structure outlined in the State Plan;

Appendix 2: Participating State Agency MOUs Page 60



Connecticut

3) Abide by the Participating State Agency’s Budget included in section VIIT of the State Plan (including
the existing funds from Federal, State, private and local sources, if any, that the Participating State
Agency is using to achicve the outcomes in the RTT-ELC State Plan);

4) Actively participate in all relevant meetings or other events that are organized or sponsored by the
State, by the U.S. Department of Education (“ED™), or by the U.S. Department of Health and Human
Services (“HHS™);

5) Post to any Web site specified by the State, ED, or HHS, in a timely manner, all non-proprietary
products and lessons learned developed using Federal funds awarded under the RTT-ELC grant;

6) Participate, as requested, in any evaluations of this grant conducted by the State, ED, or HHS;

7) Beresponsive to State, ED, or HHS requests for project information including on the status of the
project, project implementation, outcomes, and any problems anticipated or encountered, consistent with
applicable local, State and Federal privacy laws.

B. LEAD AGENCY RESPONSIBILITIES
In assisting the Participating State Agencies in implementing their tasks and activities described in the
State’s Race to the Top-Early Learning Challenge application, the Lead Agency will:

1} Work collaboratively with the Participating State Agency and support the Participating State Agency
in carrying out the Participating State Agency Scope of Work, as identified in Exhibit 1 of this agreement;
2) Timely award the portion of Race to the Top-Farly Learning Challenge grant funds designated for the
Participating State Agency in the State Plan during the course of the project period and in accordance
with the Participating State Agency’s Scope of Work, as identified in Exhibit I, and in accordance with
the Participating State Agency’s Budget, as identified in section VIII of the State’s application;

3) Provide feedback on the Participating State Agency’s status updates, any interim reports, and project
plans and products;

4) Keep the Participating State Agency informed of the status of the State’s Race to the Top-Early
Learning Challenge grant project and seek input from the Participating State Agency, where applicable,
through the governance structure outlined in the State Plan;

5) Facilitate coordination across Participating State Agencies necessary to implement the State Plan; and
6) Identify sources of technical assistance for the project.

C. JOINT RESPONSIBILITIES

1) The Lead Agency and the Participating State Agency will each appoint a key contact person for the
Race to the Top-Early Learning Challenge grant.

2) These key contacts from the Lead Agency and the Participating State Agency will maintain frequent
communication to facilitate cooperation under this MOU, consistent with the State Plan and governance
structure.

3) Lead Agency and Participating State Agency personnel will work together to determine appropriate
timelines for project updates and status reports throughout the grant period.

4) Lead Agency and Participating State Agency personnel will negotiate in good faith toward achieving
the overall goals of the State’s Race to the Top-Early Learning Challenge grant, including when the State
Plan requires modifications that affect the Participating State Agency, or when the Participating State
Agency’s Scope of Work requires modifications.

D. STATE RECOURSE IN THE EVENT OF PARTICIPATING STATE AGENCY’S FAILURFE
TO PERFORM

If the Lead Agency determines that the Participating State Agency is not meeting its goals, timelines,
budget, or annual targets, or is in some other way not fulfilling applicable requirements, the Lead Agency
will take appropriate enforcement action, which could include initiating a collaborative process by which
to attempt to resolve the disagreements between the Lead Agency and the Participating State Agency, or
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initiating such enforcement measures as are available to the Lead Agency, under applicable State or
Federal law.

1I1I. MODIFICATIONS
This Memorandum of Understanding may be amended only by written agreement signed by each of the
parties invelved, in consultation with ED.

IV. DURATION

This Memorandum of Understanding shall be effective, beginning with the date of the last signature
hercon and, if a Race to the Top- Early Learning Challenge grant is received by the State, ending upon the
expiration of the Race to the Top- Early Learning Challenge grant project period.

V. BIGNATURES
Authorized Representative of Lead Agency:
(b)(6)
. VA,
Signgture / Date
Dr. Myra Jones-Tavlor Executive Director
Print Name Title

Anthaeiead Davsanonntads ol i3 licipating Statc Agency:

(b)(6)
o/t /13

Eﬂ/g}\aﬁ f ﬂ ‘Date
Sally M Reis Vice Provost for Academic Affairs

Print Name Title
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EXHIBIT I - PARTICIPATING STATE AGENCY SCOPE OF WORK

The Participating State Agency hereby agrees to participate in the State Plan, as described in the State’s
application, and more specifically commits to undertake the tasks and activities described in detail below.

?;l’i‘;?:::; Participating Party Type of Participation

Example Row— & Siate-funded preschool Represeniatives from each program are sitting

shows an example | o IDEA preschool special ed on the state committee 1o define stetewide QRIS

of criterion (B)(1) | o Head Stari Collab Office pragram standards

Jor the State o Head Start Collab Office Responsible for cross-walking Head Start

agency that performance standards with the new Program

oversees slale- Standards

Junded preschool,

IDEA, and Head

Start Collab Office

(B)(1)

B)2)

(B)(3)

(B)()

(B)(5)

(O The A.J. Pappanikou Center for -Develop written guidance and training
Excellence in Developmental modules regarding implementation of the Early
Disabilities Learning and Development Standards and

aligned assessment tools with children with

(UCONN Health Center) disabilities and dual language learners

(C)}2)

(©)3)

(C)4)

M)

D)(2)

(E)(1)

(£)2)

(b)(6)

_ L0/ /5
Signatufé (4 w}?orized/ﬁgzﬁesematiz of Lead Agency) Diate
(b)(6)

/18 [
ature Authorizefl Representative of Participating State Agency) Date
(b)(6)
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APPENDIX 3 LETTERS OF SUPPORT

The Governor’s Office 1

General Assembly

Education Committee 3
Public Health Committee 5
Human Services Committee 7
Committee on Children 9
Higher Education and Employment Advancement Committee 11

State Institutions of Higher Education (who are also PSAs)

University of Connecticut 13
University of Connecticut Health Center 15
Eastern Connecticut State University 17
Philanthropy
The Connecticut Early Childhood Funders Collaborative 20
William Caspar Graustein Memorial Fund 22
Hartford Foundation for Public Giving 24
United Way of Connecticut 2-1-1 25
Middlesex United Way, Inc. 27

Adyvisory Councils

Connecticut Early Childhood Education Cabinet 29
Connecticut State Advisory Council on Special Education 30
State Interagency Coordinating Council 32
Connecticut’s Comprehensive System of Personnel Development 34
Council (CSPD)
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Organizations Representing Educators, Providers & Administrators

Head Start Association 35
All our Kin, Inc. 36
Division of Early Childhood of the Council for Exceptional Children (DEC) 37
Connecticut Education Association (CEA) 39
Connecticut Association of Schools (CAS) 41
Connecticut Family Day Care Association’s Network Inc.(CFDCAN) 42
Connecticut Association for the Education of Young Children (CAEYC) 44
Connecticut Council of Administrators of Special Education (ConnCASE) 45
Hartford Area Child Care Collaborative 47
Connecticut Early Childhood Alliance 49
Service Employees International Union 51
Associated Federation of Teachers 52

Health and Behavioral Health Organizations

Connecticut Chapter of the American Academy of Pediatrics 53
Advanced Behavioral Health, Inc. 54
Child Health and Development Institute of Connecticut (CHDI) 57

Parent Organizations

CT Parent Power 59
Connecticut Parent Advocacy Center (CPAC) 61
CT Parent Information and Resource Center 63

Other Organizations

Connecticut Business and Industry Association (CBIA) 65
Connecticut Workforce Development Council 67
Office of the Child Advocate 68
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RESC Alliance Regional Educational Service Centers 71
Connecticut Health and Education Facilities Authority (CHEFA) 73
Reach Out & Read Connecticut 75
The Connecticut Family Resource Center Alliance 77

The Connecticut Department of Labor, Office of Workforce Competitiveness (OWC) | 80

Connecticut State Education Resource Center (SERC) 81
Connecticut Science Center 83
Connecticut Association for Adult and Continuing Education (CAACE) 84
Connecticut Association for Human Services (CAHS) 86

Partners from Other States

Maryland State Department of Education 88
University of Washington 89
New Mexico Department of Health 91
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Dannel P Malloy
COVERNOR
STATE OF CONNECTICUT

October 11, 2013

The Honorable Arne Duncan, Secretary
United State Department of Education
400 Maryland Avenue, SW
Washington, D.C. 20202

The Honorable Kathleen Sebelius, Secretary

United State Department of Health and Human Services
200 Independence Avenue, SW

Washington, D.C. 20201

Re: Race to the Top ~ Early Learning Challenge Grant
Dear Secretary Duncan and Secretary Sebelius:

Over three years as Governor, | have made improving the educational and health outcomes
of young children with high needs a top priority. Together with the Connecticut General
Assembly, Connecticut added 1000 more spaces to our state pre-kindergarten program
School Readiness, and after a planning period, we established the Office of Early Childhood
{OEC) to administer a comprehensive, coordinated system of early childhood services and
supperts for children from birth to age five. Connecticutis making progress; however,
there remains much work to do.

Connecticut’s reality remains that one in four children enters Kindergarten without the
skills, knewledge, and behaviors, needed to succeed - reducing their chances of reaching
their educational potential and contributing to the worst achievement gap of any state in
the country. With Connecticut’s Race to the Top - Early Learning Challenge [RTT-ELC)
grant application, we ambitiously seek to achieve a 50% increase in the percentage of
children with high needs who are enrolled in high guality early learning and development
programs prior to Kindergarten and who, therefore, will enter Kindergarten ready to
succeed.

Connecticut has invested billions of dollars in early childhood programs over the years, but
educational outcomes for our most valnerable young children have not significantly
improved. We have created excellent programs that reach some children during some of
their early years, but we continue to work towards an integrated, comprehensive system
thatreaches every high-need child in every setting,

OFFCE OFEHE GOVERBOR STATE CAPITOL
ZHCCATTTOL AVENUTE, BARTTORD, CONNBCTHIUT 06186
TEL (B603566-4840 « PAK (80D)524-7306 = WWW.SOYETIONCLEOY

Giovernor.Mal |())'@">c( goy
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That is why, in June of this year, upon the Connecticut General Assembly providing funding,
I created by Executive Order, the Office of Farly Childhood (OEC) asa cabinet-level agency
reporting directly to me. Within a few short weeks of signing the Executive Order, the OLEC
began the integration of state programs that center on young children, Three programs
have been transferred from other state agencies, and we anticipate two additional
programs will move to the OEC as well. Through this new governance structure, we will
transform the early childhood education paradigm to improve academic outcomes for
children and their caregivers. While Connecticut undertakes our proposed Race to the Top
projects to further develop our comprehensive system of early childhood care and
education, we have already taken steps to ensure that our Head Start programs continue to
be available to children with high needs even during periods of federal government shut
down.

Connecticut’s Race to the Top - Early Learning Challenge (RTT-ELC) proposal will enable
Connecticut to accelerate ongoing efforts to strengthen our state system, including the
implementation of the ConneCT to Quality (C2Q), our tiered quality rating and
improvement system, and, the complementary technical assistance network and
professional development system that will further enhance the capacity of Connecticut’s
dedicated carly childhood workforce. Our proposal builds upon years of investment and
planning, but at the same time represents a dramatic shift in the way our state coordinates
its federal, state, and lacal resources to produce brighter futures for our children. Only
through improved service coordination, integration of early care learning and development
standards, and guality improvements included in our RTT-ELC proposal will Connecticut
be able to achieve our goal of accelerating the increase in the number of high needs
children who will be enrolled in high quality care and learning settings.

There is no doubt that a talented workforce is critical to our future. Developing a talent
pipeline requires investment across the educational continuum, but most importanty,
demands a commitment to invest in the education, health and well-being of our youngest
children. Connecticut has made that commitment. That is why lam proud to present to
you Connecticut’s Race to the Top - Early Learning Challenge application. Our RTT-ELC
proposal aligns with my agenda to improve health, development and educational outcomes
for young children, to reduce the achievementgap, and to build a world-class workforce.
At its core our RTT-ELC proposal reflects Connecticut’s belief in our fundamental
responsibility to provide an opportunity for all children to succeed.

Sincerely,

Danne! P. Malloy
Governor, State of Connecticut
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State of Connecticut
GENERAL ASSEMBLY

EDUCATION COMMITTEE
ROOM 3100
LEGISLATIVE OFFICE BUILDING
HARTFORD, CONNECTICUT 06106-1591
(860) 240-0420
FAX: (860) 240-0023

October 11, 2013

The Honorable Arne Duncan, Secretary The Honorable Kathleen Sebelius, Secretary
U.S. Department of Education U.S. Dept of Health and Human Services
400 Maryland Ave, SW 200 Independence Ave, SW

Washington, DC 20202 Washington, DC 20201

Dear Secretaries Duncan and Sebelius,

We write to express the strong, bipartisan support of the Connecticut General Assembly’s Education Committee for
our state’s proposed Race to the Top — Early Learning Challenge (RTT-ELC) application. If funded, we believe
Connecticut’s robust RTT-ELC proposal will greatly accelerate our efforts to strengthen state systems to better meet
the needs of young children and their families.

Of the 210,000 children under the age of five in Connecticut, approximately 60,000 have high needs (Le., low
income, developmental delays, and language barriers). Despite current efforts, approximately one out of four
children in our state enters Kindergarten with skills, knowledge, and behavior that are below expectations - which
puts them at an immediate disadvantage in reaching their educational potential. The Education Committee is

committed to improving early childhood outcomes in Cennecticut through participation in Connecticut’s RTT-ELC
initiative.

Through our bipartisan work on the Education Committee, we have helped build the foundation for early learning
and development that RTT-ELC will enhance — including, most recently, designing Connecticut’s first Office of
Early Childhood. This new office was developed thanks to passage of Public Act No. 11-181, 4r dct Concerning
Early Childhood Education and the Establishment of a Coordinated System of Early Care and Education and Child
Development. This law required creation of a system to consolidate existing, disparate early childhood education
and child care programs and services for children from birth to age eight - establishing a coordinated system that
strives to:

¢ Reduce the acadentic achievement gap
Increase participation in early childhood education programs
Increase parental engagement, family literacy, and parenting skills
Increase oral language development and social competence; and
Decrease special education placements.

These elements in Public Act 11-181 and the new Office of Early Childhood serve as the bedrock for the RTT-ELC
initiatives that enhance the best components of our existing state and local systems while building capacity,
increasing coordination, and bridging gaps to more fully support young children and their families through high-
quality initiatives.
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The Education Committee is pleased that Connecticut’s RTT-ELC proposal will strengthen inter-agency cooperation
and data sharing protocols to help us better monitor how early care services meet the needs of Connecticut’s
children. The creation of a well-integrated tiered Quality Rating and Improvement System ConneCT to Quality
(C2Q), increased access to health and mental health consultants to assist family child care and family, friend and
neighbor caregivers, and enhanced technical assistance and a professional development system for the early
childhood workforce will all result in higher quality and more aceessible early childhood care and education services
for children and their families.

We are also pleased with the intention to systematize and track developmental screening for all young children.
These goals directly align with those of the General Assembly’s Joint Committee on Education - which aims to pass
a bill in our coming legislative session to put these and other key elements of the Office of Early Childhood into
state statute.

It is for these reasons that we, as leaders of the Education Committee, fully endorse Connecticut’s Race to the Top-
Early Learning Challenge application and look forward to supporting its successful implementation.

Thank you very much for your consideration of this initiative that is so critical to the future success of young
children in our state.

Sincerely,

At F -l

Andrew M. Fleischmann (D), State Representative, 18™ District, Co-Chair, Education Committee

7 i/
%ﬁﬁémx e

Andrea L. Stillman (D), State Senator, 20" District, Co-Chair, Education Committee

Toni Boucher (R), State Senator, 26™ District, Ranking Member, Education Committee

S /%Q

Tim Ackert (R), State Representative, 8% District, Ranking Member, Fducation Committee
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State of Connecticut
GENERAL ASSEMBLY

PUBLIC HEALTH COMMITTEE
LEGISLATIVE OFFICE BUILDING, ROOM 30060
HARTFORD, CONNECTICUT 06106-1591

October 11, 2013

Ame Duncan, Secretary
U.S. Department of Education
400 Maryland Ave, SW
Washington, DC 20202

Kathleen Sebelius, Secretary

U.S. Department of Health and Human Services
200 Independence Ave, SW

Washington, DC 20201

Dear Secretary Duncan and Secretary Sebelius:

The Connecticut General Assembly’s Public Health Committee is pleased to support
Connecticut’s proposed Race to the Top- Early Learning Challenge (RTT-ELC) application. If
funded, this application will improve the quality of learning and development, as well as physical
and mental health outcomes for Connecticut’s children.

The Committee has cognizance of all programs and matters relating to the Department of Public
Health; the Department of Mental Health and Addiction Services, and the Department of
Developmental Services; The Office of Health Care Access; and all other matters relating to
health. We are deeply committed to health and safety of Connecticut’s children, and have been
integrally involved in developing some of the key health and mental health systems and
standards that Connecticut’s RTT-ELC initiative will build upon and enhance.

We are pleased that the RTT-ELC will add health, mental health and developmental screening
with the addition of health coaches and mental health consultants to the regional quality
improvement centers to assist Family Child Care and Family, Friends and Neighbor providers. It
is also vital to systematize and track developmental screening for all young children. These steps
are crucial to ensuring that young children in Connecticut are receiving the benefits of early
intervention and health support along the way.

TELEPHONE (860) 240-0560 FAX (860) 240-8307

{:’) Printed o# recyeled papet
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Connecticut’s Race to the Top — Early Learning Challenge (RTT-ELC) application reflects a
highly collaborative planning process. The proposed RTT-ELC project will achieve its
ambitious goals by accelerating existing efforts to strengthen state systems and supporting
communities to work collaboratively to better meet the needs of children and families through
improved service coordination, integration of early care learning and development standards, and
quality improvements,

We, the undersigned leaders of the Connecticut General Assembly’s Public Health Commiittee,

fully endorse Connecticut’s Race to the Top- Early Learning Challenge application and look
forward to supporting its successful implementation.

Honorable ny B. Gerratana (D) Susan M. Johnson

State Senator, 6" District State Representative, 49" District
Co-Chair, Public Health Committee Co-Chair, Public Health Committee
Jagon C. Welch, (R) Prasad Srinivasan (R),

Stdte Senator, 31 District State Representative, 31 District

Ranking Member, Public Health Committee Ranking Member, Public Health Committee
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State of Conmectiont
GENERAL ASSEMBLY

HUMAN SERVICES COMMITTEE
LEGISLATIVE OFFICE BLDG. ROOM 2000
STATE CAPITOL
HARTFORD, CONNECTICUT 06108
240-0490

October 11, 2013

The Honorable Arne Duncan

United States Department of Education
400 Maryland Ave, SW

Washington DC 20202

The Honorable Kathleen Sebelius

United States Department of Health and Human Services
200 Independence Ave, SW

Washington BC 20201

Dear Secretary Duncan and Secretary Sebelius,

The Connecticut General Assembly’s Human Services Committee strongly supports Connecticut’s
proposed Race to the Top - Early Learning Challenge (RTT-ELC) application. If funded, this application
will improve the quality of learning and development, better preparing Connecticut’s children for
lifelong academic and employment success.

Of the 210,000 children ages 0 to 5 in Connecticut, some 60,000 have high needs (e.g. low income,
developmental delays, and language barriers, etc.) Despite our current efforts, roughly one out of four
children enters Kindergarten with skills, knowledge, and behaviors below expectations — placing them at
a disadvantage to reach their educational potential. The Human Services Committee is committed to
helping protect these children and ensure their needs are properly met.

The Committee has cognizance of all matters relating to the Department of Social Services and the
Department of Children and Families, including institutions under their jurisdiction; the Office of Child
Day Care; The Office of Protection and Advocacy for Persons with Disabilities, among others. in this
role, we have developed many of the policies and systems that will serve as the foundation of early
childhood care and education that Connecticut’s RTT-ELC application will advance,

£ Printed on secycled papar
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Both of the primary agencies {DSS and DCF) that relate to the efforts of our Committee will play central
roles in the successful implementation of RTT-ELC projects.

The Human Services Committee is pleased with this RTT-ELC proposal including the creation of a weil-
integrated tiered Quality Rating and Improvement System ConneCT to Quality {C2Q), increased access to
health and mental health consuitants to assist family child care and family, friend and neighbor
caregivers, and enhanced technical assistance and a professional development system for the early
childhood workforce will alt result in higher quality and more accessible early childhood care and
education services for children and their families. We are also pleased with the intention to systematize
and track developmental screening for all young children. These goals directly coincide with the
interests of the Human Services Committee.

We, the undersigned leaders of the Connecticut General Assembly’s Human Services Committee, fully
endorse Connecticut’s Race to the Top- Early Learning Challenge application and took forward to
supporting its successful implementation.

LY
G I#}dssberg(m i; Catherine F. Abercrombie (D)

State Senator, 14" District, State Representative, 83" District
Co-Chair, Human Services Committee Co-Chair, Human Servic<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>