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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES g'
‘a%‘?”““
September 2, 2015
Angel Rhodes

Early Education and Development Officer
Office of Ohio Governor John R. Kasich
Riffe Center, 30th Floor

77 South High Street

Columbus, OH 43215-6117

Dear Dr. Rhodes:

This letter is in response to Ohio’s request to amend its approved Race to the Top — Early Learning
Challenge (RTT-ELC) grant, including revisions to the project period to implement a portion of its plan.
On June 19, 2015, Ohio requested that five of its thirteen approved projects be granted a 12-month no-
cost extension.

On March 3, 2015, the U.S. Department of Education and U.S. Department of Health and Human
Services (the Departments) issued “Amendment Requests with No-Cost Extension Guidance and
Principles” indicating the process by which amendments containing requests to provide additional time
for a grantee to accomplish the reform goals and deliverables it committed to in its RTT-ELC
application and approved Scope of Work would be reviewed and approved or denied. To determine
whether approval could be granted, the Departments have applied the conditions noted in that document
and compared it with RTT-ELC program requirements and conditions. In reviewing this request, project
officers considered the State’s explanation and plan for how the work will be sustained (or, if
appropriate, completed) after the timeframe of the no-cost extension.

Based on the documentation submitted, Ohio has fulfilled the conditions specified in the aforementioned
guidance. Under the approved amendment, the State’s will implement activities in Projects 3, 9, 11, 12,
and 13 through December 31, 2016.

The following no-cost extension amendment is approved, as described below:

e Project 3: “Increase Access to High Quality Programs” — Ohio will use funding in the NCE
period to continue to support the continued growth of the State’s expanded but still voluntary
“Step Up to Quality” (SUTQ) tiered quality rating and improvement system for all early
childhood programs. Specifically it will use up to $352,600 to continue support for four Ohio
Department of Job and Family Services (ODJFS) staff positions — two to continue focus on
professional development for SUTQ participants as well as developing procedures and resources
for continued implementation of SUTQ; and two to continue to ensure the validity of SUTQ by
completing desk reviews and verification visits resulting in award of star ratings. In addition
Ohio will use up to $2,900,000 in the no-cost extension period to continue contracts with 12
Resource and Referral Agencies (R&Rs) to allow them to continue to provide technical
assistance to programs participating in SUTQ.
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e Project 9: “Align Ohio CKC” — Ohio will use up to $10,000 in the no-cost extension period to
revise the Instructor Manual for individuals who offer Ohio Approved early childhood
professional development; and to produce materials to introduce and train people on Ohio’s
newly revised Core Knowledge and Competencies (CKC) for Early Childhood Professionals.

o Project 11: “Reengineer SUTQ and Licensing Database” — Ohio will use up to $712,000 in the
no-cost extension period to retain seven staff to complete the Ohio Child Licensing and Quality
System (OCLQS) — Ohio’s new Information System that supports SUTQ and licensing and
notably facilitates two agencies working in concert on early childhood licensing and rating.

e Project 12: “Child Assessment System” — Ohio will use up to $321,329 in the no-cost extension
period to continue work to complete the interface between Ohio’s Ready for Kindergarten (R4K,
the State’s newly developed kindergarten entry assessment (KEA)) and existing databases in
ODIJFS. Specifically, funds will be used to retain two staff members and continue a contract

with a vendor. These people will continue to work together to finish creating the interface and
undertake system and user acceptance testing.

e Project 13: “Sustain in the Early Grades” — Ohio will use up to $137,287 in the no-cost
extension period to continue successful SPARK (Supporting Partnerships to Assure Ready Kids)
programs to extend school-readiness services to an additional 75 children and families in high
need rural areas of two Ohio counties.

The Departments approve Ohio’s request to obligate funds through December 31, 2016 for the purposes
described in this letter. The State must request and receive approval to move forward with no-cost
extensions for any additional projects.

It is our understanding that this amendment request will not change the State’s overall RTT-ELC goals,
plans, outcomes, or performance measures, but will ensure Ohio can continue to make progress on its
RTT-ELC scope of work activities. Please note that we expect grantees with no-cost extensions to
liquidate all funds by March 31, 2017, given that by law all RTT-ELC funds revert to the U.S.
Department of Treasury as of October 1, 2017. This letter will be posted to the U.S. Department of
Education’s website as a record of the amendments.

If you need any assistance regarding RTT-ELC, please do not hesitate to contact your Project Officer,
Katie Chase, at (202) 205-0266 or Katie.Chase@ed.gov or your co-project officer Michael Mencarini, at
(312) 886-3378 or Michael.Mencarini@acf.hhs.gov-

Sincerely,

Libby Doggett Linda K. Smith

Deputy Assistant Secretary Deputy Assistant Secretary for Early Childhood
Office of Early Learning Development

Office of Elementary and Secondary Education Administration for Children and Families

U.S. Department of Education U.S. Department of Health and Human Services

Cc: Wendy Grove, Director, Office of Early Learning and School Readiness, ODE



