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Ameling, Lynne

Lynne Ameling has thirty five years of experience as an educator in rural and urban school districts in the state of Washington.  She has served as a classroom teacher, reading specialist, literacy consultant, early childhood literacy specialist, and school coach in literacy.  During her tenure with two Seattle Early Reading First grants, her work focused on creating curriculum and providing professional development in first and second language acquisition and early literacy to preschool teachers and directors serving children speaking a wide variety of first languages.  She collaborated with Seattle Early Reading First evaluators to create an evaluation plan, led teams to develop and implement preschool portfolio assessment, and created a classroom observation system to document literacy implementation. Her work as a school coach focused on creating professional learning communities in literacy for teachers of kindergarten through grade five.  She also taught professional development courses in literacy for City University, Seattle University, Seattle Pacific University and Shoreline Community College. She has served as a peer reviewer of grant applications for Early Reading First, Improving Literacy through School Libraries, Race to the Top: Early Learning Challenge and Head Start. Lynne Ameling received her Bachelor’s degree in English from the University of Dayton, Ohio in 1969, her Master’s Degree from the University of Washington in Educational Psychology: Reading Disabilities in 1976 and completed post Master’s work in School Administration and Teaching English as a Second Language.

Bianchi, Jon-Paul

Jon-Paul Bianchi is a program officer at the W.K. Kellogg Foundation in Battle Creek, Michigan.

As a member of the Education & Learning team Jon-Paul’s work focuses on young children and their families in the context of community, early care and school.  His grant making focuses on family engagement and empowerment, effective teaching practices and improving the various programs, practices and policies that impact children birth to age eight and their families.

Prior to joining the Foundation in 2010, Jon-Paul was the early childhood initiatives director at the Colorado Children's Campaign, a statewide non-partisan advocacy and research organization. Working closely with the Colorado legislature and executive branch, he was appointed to multiple committees and commissions focused on early childhood. He served as staff advisor to the Colorado Early Childhood & School Readiness Legislative Commission where he authored several laws aimed at improving quality, family access and continuity of child care and pre-kindergarten services, teacher professional development and creating systemic alignment between various early care and education programs in Colorado.

Other earlier positions include project assistant at the Infant-Parent Interaction Laboratory at the University of Wisconsin, Waisman Center for Developmental Disabilities and policy research assistant at the Wisconsin Council on Children and Families. Jon-Paul began his career teaching preschool, elementary school and coaching high school track and cross country.  

Jon-Paul holds a Master of Science in Human Development and Family Studies and Bachelor of Science in Child and Family Studies from the University of Wisconsin-Madison where he trained early childhood and elementary educators, and conducted research on medically fragile infants and their parents as part of a National Institute of Mental Health grant. The study’s focus was on risk and resilience, parent-child relationships, child self-regulation, attachment quality and later developmental outcomes for children and families.

Butera, Gretchen

Gretchen Butera is associate professor of special education in the School of Education, Indiana University Bloomington. She has over 14 years of experience teaching children with disabilities in both preschool and early childhood settings in three states. Dr. Butera has extensive experience in the service arena having served on numerous committees concerned with early childhood service delivery. She was a Society for Research in Child Development Federal policy fellow in 2000/2001. 

Dr. Butera‘s research focus includes effective practices for early intervention and preschool children with disabilities and their families and effective teacher education in special education. She is the principal investigator for SPEDFIST a federally funded personnel preparation grant that focuses on the preparation of highly-qualified special educators at the graduate level.  She also studies the context of schooling, particularly the influence of poverty on rural schools. Dr. Butera has an ongoing interest in Head Start programs particularly as they deliver services to children with disabilities and their families. She is co-investigator for the Children’s School Success Plus project which investigates the implementation of effective curriculum for preschool children at risk for school failure.   

Gretchen Butera received her Bachelor’s degree in psychology from the University of Illinois in 1970, her master’s degree from Northeastern Illinois University in Special Education in 1972 and her PhD. in special education form the University of California Santa Barbara in 1992. 

Casteel, Melissa

Melissa Casteel is a Lead Training and Technical Assistance Specialist with the McCormick Center for Early Childhood Leadership at National Louis University. Previously, Dr. Casteel served as a kindergarten teacher, adjunct faculty, and Head Start delegate director. She holds an Illinois professional educator license with early childhood teaching and K-12 administrative endorsements. 

Dr. Casteel’s education background includes a Bachelor of Science in Early Childhood Education from the University of Illinois. In addition, the following degrees were earned at National Louis University: Master of Education in Early Childhood Leadership and Advocacy, Certificate of Advanced Study in Education Administration, and Doctor of Education in Adult Education. 

Chandler, Lynette

Lynette Chandler is a Professor and Program Coordinator for Special Education in the Department of Special and Early Education at Northern Illinois University. She teaches courses in early childhood special education. She received a Ph.D. in Developmental and Child Psychology from the University of Kansas in 1989 and a Master’s Degree from Western Michigan University in Applied Behavior Analysis. Lynette has thirty three years of experience in the area of early childhood special education and has worked in early intervention programs that provide services to infants and toddlers with disabilities and their families and in programs that provide services to preschool-aged children with special needs. She received and coordinated an Early Reading First grant and has served as a reviewer for Early Reading First grant applications as well as other federal grants.

Dr. Chandler has provided consultation to and collaborated with staff at several preschool programs in Illinois and Georgia in the areas of Response to Intervention at the preschool level, early literacy skills, and positive behavior support. She is a member and Past-President of the International Division for Early Childhood and the Illinois Division for Early Childhood and she has numerous publications and presentations on a variety of areas including functional assessment and positive behavior support, social skills, transition, early language and literacy, developmentally appropriate practice, intentional planning and teaching, inclusion, leadership and systems change, and Response to Intervention. She also is active at the state level where she serves on many committees and task forces that are related to early childhood education and early childhood special education.  

She not only has the opportunity to interact with teachers and administrators when she is consulting in the schools, but she also has the opportunity to visit classrooms and work with young children who have disabilities, are identified as at-risk, and who are “typically developing”.

Crow, Janice

Janice Crow has over thirty years’ experience developing programs and providing a variety of developmental and special education services, in community and home based settings, for young children and their families in rural New Hampshire and Vermont. Jan is currently the Director for Preschool Title I and Early Childhood Special Education services for a multi town school Supervisory Union. Jan is a member of the Supervisory Union’s Administrative Team and has implemented a variety of transition practices that bring together members from community preschools, Head Start, and childcare with Kindergarten staff to ensure positive and seamless transitions into school for all children. Jan also serves on the regional Children's Integrated Services Early Intervention team, the regional Building Bright Futures Council, and the Essential Early Education Advisory Team. Jan is a Board member of the Vermont Chapter for the Division for Early Childhood CEC Chapter. She has been a state level trainer and coach for Pre-K through First grade teachers and Early Care providers in implementing best practices for supporting young children’s positive social and emotional development. Prior to her current position, Jan worked for the National Medical Home Project through Dartmouth College and Dartmouth Medical Center. In that role, she provided training and technical assistance to Pediatric practices in Vermont and New Hampshire. The technical assistance included facilitating work groups, providing resources, and coordinating training conferences with pediatricians, care managers, and families of children with special health care needs.  

Jan received her Bachelor’s degree in Social Work from Grand Valley State University in Michigan in 1978 and her Master’s Degree in Education from Lesley University Graduate School in 1983.  Jan is currently engaged in post Master’s work in administration and Leadership and is participating in the Vermont School Leadership Project through the Snelling Center for Government. 

Crusto, Cindy

Cindy Crusto, Ph.D. has 23 years of experience in the field of program and service system evaluation. For 12 of these years, she has directed evaluations of several state and community-wide initiatives focused on young children’s health and development and education. These have included projects in the areas of early childhood systems development and coordination, early childhood literacy and school readiness, young children’s exposure to  violence, and systems of care for children’s mental health. Dr. Crusto also conducts research on the development, health, and well-being of young children. Dr. Crusto received her Bachelor’s degree in Psychology from Vassar College in 1991, her Master’s Degree in Clinical/Community Psychology from the University of North Carolina at Charlotte in 1996, and her Ph.D. In Clinical/Community Psychology from the University of South Carolina in 2000. She completed pre- and post-doctoral training in Clinical and Community Psychology at Yale University School of Medicine, Department of Psychiatry.

DeArmond, Harold [Hal]

Harold DeArmond has forty years of experience in the area Early Childhood Education and Development.  Much of the work he has done over those years has been in rural areas working with underserved populations particularly migrant and seasonal farmworkers in California.  Mr. DeArmond began his focus on Early Childhood as a second grade teacher for the Patterson Unified School District in California.  The school population in the Elementary school where he taught was primarily children of migrant and seasonal farmworkers.  Seeing an opportunity to serve the whole family he moved to the Head Start program and managed a Research and Demonstration program called the Child and Family Resource Program [CFRP].  This CFRP program was the precursor to the family advocacy processes used in Head Start today.  Since those early days in Head Start he has continued to be involved in Early Childhood support efforts both as an administrator and trainer.  He has done a great deal of program development building the program in Stanislaus County California, where he was Assistant Superintendent for the County Office of Education, from serving five hundred children to over six thousand funded by joint state and federal funds.  He has also been employed by the California State Department of Education [Child Development Division] where he participated in licensing of preschool centers, staff training and policy and procedure development.  Most recently Mr. DeArmond coordinated the Training and Technical Assistance effort of the National Migrant and Seasonal Head Start Office.  Mr. DeArmond was educated in California schools receiving an MA from California State University Stanislaus in Education Curriculum and Instruction in 1977 and an MA from the University of San Francisco in Counseling Psychology in 1983.

deVries-White, Donna

Dr. Donna deVries-White has thirty two years of experience in the area of Early Childhood service provision. Fourteen of these years has been as an early childhood consultant with Head Start and State Preschool programs across the United States and Outer Pacific Territories; Twelve years in a large county of urban and rural programs serving children in poverty and/or with disabilities; and ten years of intercity and urban service to children with disabilities. She has served as a classroom teacher, home teacher, disability specialist, assessor, resource specialist, college instructor, education manager, program administrator, and consultant. 

During her tenure in administrative positions with the Head Start-State Preschool programs in a large County Office of Education, her work focused on grant monitoring and administering services to 4,000 children and families, training and supervising staff, professional development activities and credential units for staff and parents, facilitating coordination of services between twenty-four school districts, quality systems and self-review systems, new site development, and development of a database and outcomes system. As a consultant, Dr. White has provided early childhood training and professional development in best practices for administration, disability services, infant-toddler/preschool and kindergarten services, curriculum development, assessment practices, development of learning standards, and student outcomes in the states of Florida, South Dakota, Montana, California, Oregon, Arizona, Washington, Hawaii, as well as the America Samoa territory. She has contracted with various early childhood agencies to provide program evaluation reports, including statistical analysis of student outcomes. She has also been a consultant with the Quality Improvement Center and the Disability-Quality Improvement Center in training protocols of Social/Emotional Competence with Challenging Behaviors, Mentor Coaching, The Connections Project, and assessment systems. Additionally, these past few years, Dr. White has been contracted to read grants for the states of Montana and Idaho for the 21st Century Community Learning Centers, a federal grant. 

Dr. White received her Bachelor’s degree in Early Childhood/Special Education in 1980, and her Master’s Degree in Elementary/Special Education with multiple subject and specialist credentials in learning disability and severe handicap in 1988 from the Seattle Pacific University, Seattle, WA; She also received her Instructors credential for early childhood/special education in 1989 from the University of Riverside, in Riverside, CA; and then she received her Administrative credential in 1998 and a Doctorate of Education in Administration and Program Evaluation in 2007 from Azusa Pacific University, Azusa, CA. Her research was on Program Options and Their Effectiveness on the Progress of School Readiness Skills for Social Economically Disadvantaged Young Children, July 2007.

Diggs-Smith, Celestine

Celestine Diggs-Smith has forty years of experience in the area of Early Childhood and Early Childhood Special Education administration, management and service provision. For two years I taught elementary and secondary students and one year I served as a field based special educator in Barbados, West Indies. In the latter capacity, I worked for Project Hope and provided oversight and implementation of a developmental school - Erdiston Teacher’s College. The facility was used as a practicum site for teachers who were working towards a degree in the field of early childhood special education and served pre-schoolers with severe disabilities. My expertise was in the area of early childhood special education and I provided guidance for students in their practicum experiences.  With the exception of the year spent in Barbados, West Indies, the remaining years were served in the District of Columbia Public Schools as an administrator in several capacities; Grantee Executive Director of the District of Columbia Public Schools Head Start/Early Head Start programs and Delegate Director of the Consolidated Head Start Program. The programs served 1781 high risk children and their families, 8 infants and 350 staff.  In this capacity, I developed and provided oversight for the initiation of several program models to enhance services to a high risk population in center based, home based, Family Child Care, and Wrap Around program models for needy, indigent and low income families.   Having oversight of the Even Start Literacy Program, I implemented a mobile van to provide literacy services to various communities in the District of Columbia. For 3 years, I served as the Executive Director of Early Childhood Special Education and Child Find Coordinator for the Division of Special Education in the District schools. I was appointed to the Interagency Coordinating Council by the Mayor of the District; and Head Start Representative to the Office of Latino Affairs.  In much earlier years (1985-1988) I was an IEP Developer and Case Manager for the Division of Special Education and Mental Health and Disabilities Services Coordinator for Head Start.  I received awards of commendation and outstanding services from the District Schools.  Since retirement in 2004, I now provide training and technical assistance in early childhood education and conduct compliance monitoring of Head Start and Early Head Start programs across the country.  I served as an Adjunct Instructor at the George Washington University and the Prince Georges Community College.
Celestine received her Bachelor’s degree in Elementary Education from the District of Columbia Teachers College in 1973; her Master’s Degree in Early Childhood Special Education from The George Washington University in 1976; her Education Specialist Degree in Infant Special Education from The George Washington University in 1989 and another Master’s Degree in Special Education from The George Washington University in 2005.

Finch, Janet

Jan Finch has been a social worker for over 30 years, has managed nonprofit agencies for 25 years, and has been a University lecturer for over 12 years.  She has a wide variety of Social Work experiences to include clinical counseling, case management, consultation, LCSW supervision, training, and administration in a variety of settings to include schools, hospitals, developmental and psychiatric centers, early intervention programs, nonprofit agencies, military bases in Texas and Germany, and Child Protective Services.  This reviewer is currently employed as an Assistant Professor in Practice at UT Arlington School of Social Work. 

Jan has worked in many places such as Binghamton and Syracuse, New York; Dallas, Fort Worth, Arlington, Allen and El Paso, Texas; and even Heidelberg Germany.  She has had many experiences working with different cultures and has had experiences working with the rich and the very poor and the talented and gifted and those with intellectual disabilities.  All of these experiences plus many years of study have added to her cultural competence.  She believes these experiences help her as a grant reviewer. 
Jan has a Ph.D. is in Organizational Leadership which is an interdisciplinary study sponsored by the Department of Defense. This degree has helped the reviewer in program development and being a leader for others who often cannot speak for themselves.  It also helped her in understanding the power of politics on decisions reached, especially in the areas of education and social services.  Her Master’s degree is in Social Work and she had been a licensed social worker for the last 30 years.   Her Bachelor’s degree is in Social Science.  
  Jan’s specialty area is that of early childhood and she has worked with Part C programs for over 18 years.  In her role as a Program Consultant for Part C programs in Texas, she monitored programs for compliance with State and Federal policy and provided technical assistance to those programs with deficiencies.  She has worked directly with families and children with disabilities and has developed and administered early childhood programs.  She is well versed in early childhood assessment and has most recently been an assessor for the ENHANCE research project, evaluating children from birth to 5 years using the Battelle and Vineland.  Her passion is working with children and families and encouraging them to pursue education and providing services that empower them to do so. 

Jan is an experienced grant reviewer with the Administration for Children and Families and has served as a reviewer for the past 15 years for Head Start and Early Head Start programs.  She has also been a chairperson for Head Start reviews for the past 6 years.  She reads grant applications for the United Way of Tarrant County and currently serves as co-chair of the Health Advisory Council.  She has read Part C grants for the State of Texas.  She has been appointed to read grants for the Tarrant County Public Health Department. 
Diane Garrett-Kings

Diane Garrett-Kings is from the Windy City of Chicago. She has three adult children (two men and one women) who range in age from 21 to 29. Ms. Garrett-Kings completed her eighth year as an Assistant professor at a small community college in the Early Childhood Education (ECE) Department teaching varying courses for future teachers and caregivers of young children. Since she returned to school last October in an accelerated three year program outside of the Dissertation, teaching and studying has been challenging while in pursuit of her doctoral degree.  Ms. Garrett-Kings is attending Grand Canyon University (GCU) on-line to attain my EdD degree in a program for Higher Education Leadership. She is currently working on her fifth course. It's been exciting and challenging for her to journey the doctoral road of GCU.  She received her Master’s degree in the late 90's so outside of taking some refresher courses and other training she has not been back in the collegiate setting as a student for about 14 years.  She is eager to grow and learn in the field of Early Childhood and within my profession as a Higher Education faculty leader.  Ms. Garrett-Kings is currently working as a consultant having left the college as I move into my second year in pursuit of my doctorate and hopes to work in varying projects to impact the field she loves of early childhood education.
Gautt, Sandra

Dr. Sandra W. Gautt has over thirty years’ experience in the field of early childhood special education/early intervention. As a faculty member at the University of Missouri-Columbia and the University of Kansas, her research focused on quality service provision and state policy.  She developed master’s and doctoral personal and leadership programs as well as direct service programs for young children and their families impacting the field through model demonstration and outreach activities.    

Dr. Gautt has been a peer reviewer for the U.S. Department of Education’s model demonstration, research institute, personnel preparation grants in early intervention (EI) and early childhood special education (ECSE), and leadership program evaluation initiatives since 1983.  She has significant experience in evaluating policy and the effectiveness of complex systems as a peer reviewer for regional and international higher education institutional accreditation associations. Her broader community activities have expanded this system level experience into the Kansas foster care system through a Citizen’s Review Board, a community-based system for accountability regarding the quality of services for children in foster care placements.    

Dr. Gautt earned her doctoral degree from the University of Missouri‐Columbia in special education and child development in 1977.

Hosea, Marilyn

Dr. Marilyn Ayenew Hosea possesses over thirty years of experience in helping non-traditional executives broaden and deepen their nonprofit/public sector leadership and management capabilities. For nearly twenty-five years she served in several executive level positions, including directing complex and diverse Head Start grantees and delegate agency programs. In 1996, Dr. Hosea was selected as a member of the first Class of National Head Start Fellows. Recognized for her experience and skills as an accomplished administrator and trainer, Dr. Hosea served an eight-year tenure as the Department of Health and Human Services, Administration for Children and Families, Region VIII Training and Technical Assistance Manager. In that capacity, she led a virtual and in-house team responsible for providing comprehensive support to Head Start and Early Head Start programs in six states. More recently, Dr. Hosea was one of two Case Western Reserve University postdoctoral scholars co-directing a grant partnership between the Education Development Center and the Office of Head Start’s National Center on Program Management and Fiscal Operations (NCPMFO). She is currently a national and international management consultant, as well as an Affiliate Faculty Professor at Regis University, in Denver, Colorado. Dr. Hosea holds a B.A. Degree in Urban Planning from Scripps College, and a Doctorate in Management from Case Western Reserve University, Weatherhead School of Management, with an emphasis in organizational behavior.

Howe, Sandra

Sandra Howe, Ed.D. has been an early childhood educator for forty years. Her professional experience includes being a classroom teacher, elementary school principal, early childhood administrator, program director, and college instructor.  She has taught school in Canada, Massachusetts, and Michigan.

During her tenure with the Kalamazoo Public Schools in Michigan, she directed the school district’s state-funded preschool program and the Even Start Family Literacy program.  She also was responsible for all early childhood and family involvement initiatives including Early Reading First. 

As a consultant, Dr. Howe has developed early literacy, parenting education and family literacy materials and has provided professional development in these areas at the local, state and national levels.  She has been involved in the development of state standards of quality for early childhood and has participated on program monitoring and review teams.  Dr. Howe received a Master’s Degree in Early Childhood Education in 1976 and a doctorate in Educational Leadership in 1982, both from Western Michigan University

Kalifeh, Phyllis

Dr. Phyllis Kalifeh has 35 years of experience in the area of early childhood service provision in Florida.  Twenty-one of these years were in a regional capacity serving one small urban area and six rural counties in North Florida.  She has served as a classroom teacher, child advocate and owner/director of her own school.  During her tenure as executive director for Early Childhood Services, Inc., she was responsible for the administration of child care resource and referral services for families, child care subsidy programs, parent and practitioner training programs, and Head Start and Early Head Start programs.  

As the chief executive officer for 14 years of the Children’s Forum, a state-level organization in Tallahassee, Dr. Kalifeh oversees the T.E.A.C.H. Early Childhood Scholarship Program, the Quality Counts Career Center and Professional Development Registry in Miami-Dade County, the statewide central directory for early childhood services serving families who have children with disabilities and/or special health care needs, conducts research and has served on several state and national level task forces, advisory councils and boards related to early childhood issues.

Dr. Kalifeh received her Bachelor’s degree in Early Childhood/Elementary Education from the University of Florida in 1978, her Master’s Degree from Florida State University in 1992 and completed her Doctorate in Educational Leadership and Policy Studies with a focus on policy and evaluation of early childhood programs from Florida State University in 2013.  

Lockwood, Cara
With over 25 years in the Early Learning and Education field, Cara Lockwood is a results-driven trainer and facilitator with a proven record of success working with programs to increase quality in Early Education by providing hands on, interactive training and coaching in the latest research based topics relevant to early childhood education.  Cara has a wide range of experience in all facets of the Early Childhood Education field.  She began her work as a preschool teacher where she developed a great passion for supporting children’s individual learning styles and practicing her own art of teaching.  She has experience as a center/program director, Head Start Reviewer, and Head Start start-up consultant.  More recently, as an independent consultant, she has successfully provided training and technical assistance for, to private ECE programs, State Preschool, Head Start, and First 5 funded programs.   Her work in California with the Anaheim Expansion Project was instrumental in creating quality delivery systems throughout the city of Anaheim, California aligning preschool services and communications between privately funded and district funded child development programs.  The project brought greater access to high-quality services to the preschool population of Anaheim.

Cara consistently works with programs to research, write, and review grants and funding sources, matching program needs with program strengths.  Her key competencies include quality improvement, developmentally appropriate ECE curriculum and instruction, leadership and team development, environments for children, interactive training, coaching and presentations, school readiness and early literacy.  Cara has earned a BA Degree in Human Development from Pacific Oaks College.

MacDonald, Rebecca

Dr. Rebecca MacDonald has over 30 years of experience providing early childhood services to young children with autism and other intellectual disabilities in Massachusetts. She served as the program director of the early childhood program at the New England Center for Children for 18 years. During this time she was instrumental in the development and dissemination of an early curriculum which is now available through the Autism Curriculum Encyclopedia internet based website. She has expertise in developing systems to facilitate the inclusion of young children with a variety of learning needs, training staff and parents to better serve these children and developing policies regarding best practice. 

Rebecca is a Licensed Psychologist in Massachusetts and a Board Certified Behavior Analyst who currently serves as the Senior Program Director at the New England Center for Children (NECC). Rebecca completed her master’s in Early Childhood Education in 1980 and received her doctorate in Developmental and Child Psychology from the University of Kansas in 1983.    She has faculty appointments in the Special Education Department at Simmons College and the Psychology Department at Western New England University. Dr. MacDonald’s research interests include assessing the impact of early intervention (18 months -3 years) on children with autism, assessing social behavior in typical children and children with autism and the use of video instruction. She has disseminated her research through conference presentations, journal publications and book chapters 

McCollum, Jeanette
Jeanette McCollum is a Professor Emerita at the University of Illinois in Urbana-Champaign, where she developed and then for many years administered the Master's and Doctoral programs in Early Childhood Special Education. In support of this work, she wrote and was awarded a variety of personnel preparation grants to develop alternative format programs with an emphasis on interdisciplinary early education for young children with disabilities, birth-5. 

Dr. McCollum has worked for three decades on national and state policy and practice committees and in leadership positions related to ensuring that young children and their families receive a high quality education. Most recently she administered a 4-year Early Reading First project, where she worked with teachers and administrators to achieve high quality classroom environments and to bring the children in their classrooms to higher levels of learning. Dr. McCollum has published extensively in the professional literature and has received a number of state and national awards for her service to the field and for her work in personnel preparation.

McKenzie, Marlene

Marlene McKenzie has twenty five years’ experience working in the field of Early Childhood Development.  Over the years she has worked with early childhood programs such as Head Start/Early Head Start, Even Start, State Prekindergarten, and the Child Care Assistance Program. She has provided program services to staff, parents and children in the capacity of senior level administrator, regional training and technical assistant specialist, program level family literacy coordinator/evaluator and independent consultant in the United States and its territories.  In her work she has developed and coordinated program services, created curriculum materials, researched best practices, mentored staff, developed policies and procedures, provided training/technical assistance and program evaluations for organizations such as Erikson Institute, the National Center for Family Literacy, Ohio State University Head Start Quality Improvement Center, the Chicago Department of Family Support and Support Services Head Start program, the Ounce of Prevention Fund Early Head Start program, the Chicago Public/Charter school system and the IBM Corporation.  

Marlene McKenzie received her Bachelor’s degree in Biological Sciences from the University of Illinois, Chicago in 1987 and a Master’s in Education from the same institution in 1992.
Mika, Kristine
Kristine Mika, Ph.D. has been active in early childhood education for over 30 years in Michigan and in Connecticut as program evaluator, consultant, lecturer and researcher. Areas of focus within the early childhood domain have included: early childhood development and school readiness, classroom environments, parenting young children for school readiness, and family day care settings. 

Throughout the course of her career, Dr. Mika has developed early childhood quality assurance and performance indicators, reviewed classroom materials and early childhood records and portfolios, developed professional development protocols, developed and implemented tools for observation such as early literacy home visitation observations and assessed and analyzed data from early childhood programs assessments such as the PPVT. PALS, etc. 

In recent years, Dr. Mika has been the state evaluator for the School Readiness Program, Even Start programs, Family Resource Centers, and Early Reading First. Additionally, Dr. Mika is an ECERS-R trainer, observer, and researcher for early childhood programs in Connecticut and Rhode Island. In these roles, Dr. Mika has collaborated with directors, teachers and staff to integrate evaluation methods and strategies into the design and implementation of early childhood programs. Through this collaboration, Dr. Mika’s work has been significant in securing continued funding for programs such as Connecticut Even Start and the Family Resource Centers and NAEYC accreditation of School Readiness, Head Start, and other early childhood programs. 

Dr. Mika received Ph.D. from the University of Michigan in educational psychology.  

Miller, Marsha
Marsha Miller has thirty eight years of experience in the area of Early Education and Early Childhood comprehensive programming. Her work experience includes serving as a classroom teacher, supervisor of early childhood programs, and designing and implementing programs for high risk children ages birth through five with a professional emphasis on designing supports for those working in them. Her early education experiences have included grant writing and implementation for Head Start, Early Head Start, and Collaboration projects with community based in-home child care Providers. Many of these project have initiated coaching and support for early educators and the use of data to inform their work with children. This work has included alignment in curriculum, assessment, and professional development across varied early education and care settings and programming. A primary focus of this work has been on supporting early literacy best practices through the implementation of 2 Early Reading First programs, implementing and coordinating across a ten county rural Northern Michigan region the Reading Is Fundamental program and initiating a region wide affiliation with Raising a Reader.
As an administrator, Marsha Miller has served as a Program Director for Early Reading First, Early Head Start Family Child Care Pilot Project, and served as the Great Start to Quality Northwest Resource Director. Each experience offered the opportunity to put into action an on-going commitment to strengthening the knowledge, skills, and abilities of those working with young children with an emphasis on those working with children most vulnerable and at risk.  Marsha has experience in providing professional development as a college instructor for several institutions of higher education and has developed credit bearing coursework for early educators across a range of child development content.
Marsha Miller received her Bachelor’s degree in Early Childhood/Elementary Education from the University of Michigan, her Master’s Degree from Grand Valley State University and holds multiple certifications related to training credentials and reliability status on varied teacher and child assessment tools
O’Leary, Linda
Linda J Cooper O’Leary has over 35 years in the educational field.  In her administrative roles, she served as Executive Director of Progress Center Neuromuscular Clinic in Longview, WA.  The Center provides early intervention services to newborns infants and toddlers with disabilities.  The organization also serves as a specialized feeding clinic and offers specialists in Infant Mental Health. Linda served as Director for 25 years.

During her tenure at Progress Center, she also served as an Early Head Start and Head Start Reviewer under contract with Danya International since 1999.  After her semi-retirement in Jan 2006, she took a more active role reviewing and also served in the Early Head Start, Start- up Planners Project. Linda has also managed her own educational consulting firm with a specialty in assisting non- profits with quality assurance, CLASS observations, and grant writing especially Community Development Block Grants and managing construction projects for non-profit corporations building with Federal funds. In addition, she has read grants for the Administration of Children and Families, Early Head Start and Head Start. Linda also has worked for Educational Opportunities for Children and Families in Vancouver WA as an Education Specialist and Quality Assurance Manager.  

Linda’s teaching career includes 3 years as a Kindergarten teacher in Forest Park Public Schools in Forest Park, IL, a high school special Education Teacher for St Helens High School in St Helens, OR; Preschool teacher for a Co-Op preschool in Clatskanie OR, Substitute Teacher for Clatskanie Public Schools, OR; Deer Valley Public Schools in Phoenix, AZ, and Evergreen School District in Vancouver, WA.

Linda received her BS degree in Early Childhood Education and BA degree in Child and Family from Southern Illinois University in Carbondale, IL.  She received her management certificate as part of the Masters of Public Administration Program from Concordia College in Portland, OR.  Her graduate work has focused in Elementary Education, Early Childhood Education and Special Education from Seattle Pacific University and University of Washington. Linda is also a certified clinical research associate and has participated in education research studies in Arizona and Colorado.

Quick, Beth
Beth Nason Quick has over has over twenty three years of experience in the area of early childhood education in the southern states of Florida, Tennessee, and Alabama.   She has served as a preschool and early childhood classroom teacher, full inclusion classroom teacher, college and university faculty member, and curriculum consultant. Her work has focused on the development of early childhood curriculum and developmentally appropriate practice, Head Start curriculum development aligned with Head Start standards, emergent literacy and parent/family collaboration for the preschool and primary grades. Her efforts have facilitated development of early childhood services in private non-profit preschool settings, public pre-K settings, and Head Start settings.

Dr. Quick has served as an early childhood faculty member at Florida State University, Tennessee State University, The University of Tennessee at Martin, and The University of Alabama in Birmingham. She has provided Pre-Kindergarten training and professional development in best practices for literacy in each state, as well as national professional conferences such as NAEYC and ACEI.

Dr. Quick earned her Bachelor’s degree in Early Childhood/Elementary Education from Samford University in 1989, her Master’s Degree in Early Childhood Education from Peabody College of Vanderbilt University in 1990, and her doctoral degree in Early Childhood Education from Peabody College of Vanderbilt University in 1996.

Reidt-Parker, Judy
Judy Reidt-Parker has worked in the early childhood field for 33 years. She received her Bachelor’s Degree in Early Childhood and Elementary Education from Wheelock College in 1985, and shortly thereafter moved back home to Maine to staff a parent cooperative nursery school. Over the next 11 years she would develop afterschool programming, design and implement an intergenerational preschool and direct a multi-site child care program. Judy obtained her Masters’ Degree in Leadership and Policy from Wheelock College in 1996, while working as a program manager for the local Head Start grantee. She became the Director of Child & Family Services at that agency in 2001, overseeing home visiting and center based programming for over 300 children in Early Head Start and Head Start as well as the child care and nutrition programs of the agency. 

In 2007, Judy became a consultant and policy analyst at the Maine Children’s Alliance. Judy provided data and analysis to state government and legislators on early childhood systems issues. She wrote a number of policy briefs focused on language development, the important role played by informal child care providers, the need to include early childhood in longitudinal data systems, and the potential for early childhood public-private partnerships in Maine.  

In January 2013, Judy Reidt-Parker became the Program Associate for Children and Youth at the John T. Gorman Foundation. In this role, Judy oversees the Foundation’s investments in early childhood initiatives and efforts to support vulnerable youth transitioning to adulthood. 

Santana, Juanita
Juanita Santana has twenty four years of experience in the area of Early Childhood Education service provision to families and their children. Fourteen of these years have been in rural Oregon. She has served as a disability advocate, program director, and project manager. During her tenure with the Oregon Child Development Coalition, her work focused on the collaborative funding, support, and development of early childhood services for children birth through five years old in 10 Counties in Oregon.  Through the collaborative efforts, which included local, state, federal and private funds, services were provided for early childhood education and child development, family literacy, after school programs, services to children with disabilities, and English Language Learners (ELL).  Six of these years have been in San Francisco, CA where she implemented high quality, innovative Head Start and state funded Preschool Programs through integrated, seamless service models. These models included partnerships with school districts and other private Early Childhood Education service providers. As an administrator, Juanita Santana has served as a local Even Start Family Literacy Director and Early Reading First Project Manager. These funded programs have raised the bar for student achievement in the rural areas of Oregon.  As a consultant, she has provided ECE Teacher Leadership training and professional development in best practices for supporting and promoting excellence in ECE learning environments in the state of Washington and Oregon.  
Juanita Santana received her Bachelor’s degree in Business Administration from the Universidad Autonoma de Tamaulipas, Mexico in 1975, and her Master of Science Degree in Business Administration from the University of Northern Colorado in 1982. 

Saxton, Ruth
Dr. Ruth Saxton began her career teaching preschool at Pacific Oaks College and Children’s School in Pasadena, California.  She earned her Ph. D. in Educational Psychology and Early Childhood at the University of California, Berkeley.  She has held teaching and administrative positions at Indiana State University, Butler University, and Georgia State University. Dr. Saxton has co-authored teacher and parent guides for the Georgia Early Learning Standards (GELS) and developed podcasts and webinars for Georgia’s Pre-K program. Since 2008, Dr. Saxton has provided leadership in the development of the Birth Through Five (Kindergarten) teacher education program at Georgia State, a program designed to respond to state and national initiatives for high quality early care and education professionals. She received two foundation grants to create an academic and career pathway for graduates of 2-year technical colleges to complete their bachelor’s degree in Birth Through Five with scholarship funds.  Grant projects also seek to improve the quality of child care in the Metro-Atlanta area through training and mentoring of in-service and pre-service teachers, and center directors.  Early in Ruth’s career, she was a diversity consultant to schools, publishers, and corporations in California, Indiana and Georgia. In 2012, Dr. Saxton received the Educator of the Year Award from the Georgia Association on Young Children (GAYC), an affiliate of NAEYC.

Schwartz, Amanda
Amanda Schwartz, Ph.D. has worked as an educator and Federal contractor for the last 14 years. While her expertise is focused on special education and health, Dr. Schwartz has worked on general education, early childhood development, and emergency preparedness issues related to children and families. As a team member on several Head Start projects Dr. Schwartz worked in technical assistance, resource development, research, and monitoring. Throughout her career, Dr. Schwartz has developed training opportunities and publications to facilitate the use of research-based interventions and support data-driven decision-making by practitioners, technical assistance providers, and Federal staff in the Department of Education and the Department of Health and Human Services. 

Squibb, Kathryn
Kathryn Squibb, Ph.D. has ten years of experience in the area of early childhood research and policy. She is currently an educational research associate with the Virginia Early Childhood Foundation.  In her role with the Foundation, Dr. Squibb has focused on state and local QRIS implementation, research and analysis of program evaluation data, and strategic planning for state early childhood initiatives. 

As part of her work with Virginia, Kathryn has also helped develop higher education curriculum for the National Center on Quality Teaching and Learning with the University of Virginia. She has served as adjunct instructor for Old Dominion University and Tidewater Community College in the areas of literacy, social-emotional development, and teacher-child interactions and contributed to the implementation and management of several grant-funded projects in partnership with the Center for Advanced Study of Teaching and Learning at the University of Virginia.

Kathryn received her Bachelor’s degree from the College of William and Mary. She earned her Masters of Education and Doctorate of Philosophy in Early Childhood Education from Old Dominion University. Her research interests are focused on the structure and evaluation of quality rating improvement systems and related implications for policy initiatives.   

Verzaro-O’Brien, Marce
Dr. Marce Verzaro-O’Brien has over 40 years in the early childhood field.  For the past twenty years, she has served as the Director of the Training and Technical Assistance (T/TAS) Department in the College of Education and Behavioral Studies at Western Kentucky University, where she has provided training and technical assistance to over 500 Head Start, Early Head Start and child care programs in the areas of school readiness, child and family outcomes, data analysis, risk management, program governance and strategic planning.  During her tenure at T/TAS Marce also served as the director of the Florida Office of Early Learning T/TA contract for five years and the Associate Director of the Office of Head Start’s National Center on Program Management and Fiscal Operations for one year.  As part of the former contract, Marce provided leadership into the development of Florida’s original and revised Early Learning and Development Standards for Preschoolers and for Infants and Toddlers.

Marce also served as the Curriculum Director for the Early Childhood Professional Development Network, an experimental distance learning project that provided 40 hours of live, interactive early childhood training to over 1,000 Head Start teaching team members in the U.S., Puerto Rico, the U.S. Islands and the current and former Pacific Trust Territories.  The five-year project was housed at South Carolina Educational Television.

For many years, Marce was the Head Start/Early Head Start Administrator for the CAO of Erie County/Buffalo.  During that time, she served on the Boards of the National Head Start Association and the National Association for the Education of Young Children.

Marce received her Bachelor’s degree in sociology and psychology from the University of Rochester and her Masters in Community Organization from the University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee.  She received her Ph.D. in Urban Education and Early Childhood from UWM as well.
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