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 Provide timely responses to potential 

applicants on their last few questions. 

 Review the Application Submission Tips 

 Review the latest addendum to the Frequently 

Asked Questions document.  

Purpose of Today’s Webinar 



Similar to the last 90 days, questions submitted 

to the Race to the Top-District mailbox and 

phone line prior to October 16th at 5 pm ET will 

receive a response.  As of Tuesday, October 

16th at 5 pm ET, the Department will only 

respond to questions related to application 

formatting and submission.   

Updates 



Reminders 

 If you are having difficulties hearing the audio through your computer, we 

have a limited number of spaces available via phone. 

 Please dial: 1-800-619-6613; Participant code: 3824249 

 Please feel free to send in technical, clarifying, or logistics questions through 

the chat function. We are unable to answer questions about a specific 

approach or individual proposal. 

 Questions can only be submitted through the webinar chat feature throughout 

the presentation.  

 We will not answer individual questions through the chat function, however the 

questions we will answer will be provided over the audio portion of the 

conference to all participants.   

 We will be muting the line periodically while we review the questions 

submitted through the chat function.  

 

 

 

 

 

 



Resources 

 Resources: 

 Executive Summary 

 Background on the Race to the Top – District Competition 

 Race to the Top – District Application 

 Electronic Budget Spreadsheets 

 Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs) – updated 10/11/12 

 Overview of Race to the Top – District webinar, August 16 and 21, 2012 

 Applying as a Consortium webinar, August 30, 2012 

 Preparing the Budget webinar,  September 12, 2012 

 Notice Inviting Applications (NIA) 

 Application Tips 

 All resources are available at: www.ed.gov/programs/racetothetop-district 

 Submit questions by email to: racetothetop.district@ed.gov by Tuesday, October 

16th at 5 pm ET. 

 Applications are due October 30th at 4:30pm ET time. 

 

 

http://www.ed.gov/programs/racetothetop-district
http://www.ed.gov/programs/racetothetop-district
http://www.ed.gov/programs/racetothetop-district
mailto:racetothetop.district@ed.gov


Application Submission Tips 

DO…  

 Do ensure your application is received by the Department no later than 4:30:00 pm 

Washington, DC time on October 30, 2012.  Please note, 4:30:01 pm is considered 

late.   

 Do obtain all needed signatures for your application, including: 

 Application assurances (Part IV, see page 13 of the Race to the Top – District 

application); 

 Program Specific Assurances for Applicants (Part V, see page 18 for individual 

applicants or Part VI, see page 23 for consortia applicants); 

 Other Assurances and Certifications (Part VII, see page 25); and 

 MOUs for consortia applicants. 

 Do include evidence of providing 10 business days to all applicable States and 

mayors (or city or town administrators) to comment on your application. 

 Do indicate which one of Absolute Priorities 2 through 5 applies to your application. 

 

 



Application Submission Tips 

DO…  

 Do ensure that you submit the correct number of copies of your full application 

package including all necessary files: 

 Submit an original and two copies of your full application package.  This means that you 

should submit: 

 Three CDs or DVDs (CD-ROM or DVD-ROM preferred) containing your electronic 

files, clearly labeled with the applicant’s name; and  

 Three sets of signature pages including one original set and two copies. 

 Each CD or DVD should contain the same electronic files, including the following: 

 Single searchable .PDF of the application narrative and appendices; 

 Electronic budget spreadsheets in Excel (.XLS or .XLXS); and 

 Single .PDF file with the signature pages. 

 

 

 



Application Submission Tips 

DO…  

 Do ensure that you follow guidelines for submitting your budget.  These include: 

 Reviewing budget tables with spreadsheets to assure all budget information matches your 

application narrative and proposal; 

 Including all budget tables and information in the application narrative; and 

 Submitting a separate file of the completed electronic budget spreadsheets as an .XLS or 

.XLSX file to be used by the Department to conduct its budget review for grantees. If 

submitting one or more Optional Budget Supplements, submit each Optional Budget 

Supplement as a separate file. 

 Do ensure that you follow formatting guidelines outlined in the Application and 

Notice Inviting Applications.  These include: 

 Formatting your application in black and white (including charts) on 8.5” x 11” paper; 

 Numbering all pages of your application, including any appendices, consecutively; 

 Using 12 point Times New Roman font; and 

 Setting 1.5 line spacing. 

 Do include a detailed Table of Contents for the appendix of your application. 

 

 

 



Application Submission Tips 

DO NOT… 

 Do not sign on to more than one Race to the Top – District application. 

 Do not submit your application via email or to www.grants.gov or G5. 

 Do not mail printed applications, except for the signature pages. (See 

#6 above) 

 Do not password-protect electronic files. 

 Do not scan the application to create a .PDF file; it will not be 

searchable. 

 Do not include hyperlinks to websites in your application. 

 Do not use color in your application (including charts). 

 

http://www.grants.gov/


Reminders 

 If you are having difficulties hearing the audio through your computer, we 

have a limited number of spaces available via phone. 

 Please dial: 1-800-619-6613; Participant code: 3824249 

 Please feel free to send in technical, clarifying, or logistics questions through 

the chat function. We are unable to answer questions about a specific 

approach or individual proposal. 

 Questions can only be submitted through the webinar chat feature throughout 

the presentation.  

 We will not answer individual questions through the chat function, however the 

questions we will answer will be provided over the audio portion of the 

conference to all participants.   

 We will be muting the line periodically while we review the questions 

submitted through the chat function.  
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• Similar to the last 90 days, questions submitted to the Race to the Top-

District mailbox and phone line prior to October 16th at 5 pm ET will 

receive a response.  As of Tuesday, October 16th at 5 pm ET, the 

Department will only respond to questions related to application 

formatting and submission.   

• The Department will host one final webinar to address common grantee 

questions on Tuesday, October 16 from 2:30 pm to 3:30 pm ET. 

Information for participating in this webinar will be available on the 

website Race to the Top – District, Resources webpage.  

• As a reminder, all applications for the Race to the Top-District 

competition must be received by 4:30 pm ET (Washington, DC time) on 

October 30, 2012. 

Updates 


