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August 25, 2011
Please note that the following FAQs are an addendum to the FAQs published on August 3, 2011.  The FAQs below have been incorporated into the relevant sections of the August 3, 2011 FAQs and the revised document is also posted on the Promise Neighborhoods website.

B. Eligible Applicants and Partners 

B-19.	May the same entity apply for both a planning and an implementation grant, proposing to serve the same geographic area?
Although an entity may apply for both a planning and an implementation grant, proposing to serve the same geographic area, the Department does not intend to award funds for two or more applications that propose the same efforts in the same geographic area.

C. Priorities

C-22.	In order to be eligible to receive points under Competitive Priority 7: Quality Affordable Housing, is an applicant required to have received, or to partner with an organization that has received, a Hope VI or Choice Neighborhoods grant 
	
Yes.  In order to be eligible to receive points for either Planning or Implementation Competitive Priority 7, an applicant must either (1) be able to demonstrate that it has received a HOPE VI or Choice Neighborhoods grant awarded by the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development during FY 2009 or later years or (2) provide a copy of the MOU between it and a partner that is a recipient of a HOPE VI or Choice Neighborhoods grant.  

C-23.	May applicants propose to serve Bureau of Indian Education (BIE) schools 

Yes.  An applicant may propose to serve BIE schools, some of which may be persistently-lowest achieving, low-performing, or effective schools, provided that it meets all of the other requirements for the competition, including those in the Planning or Implementation Absolute Priority 1, as applicable. 

C-24.	To meet the requirements of Absolute Priority 2, must all of the schools in the proposed neighborhood be served by an LEA that is currently eligible under the SRSA or RLIS programs, or have a school locale code of 42 or 43 on the NCES site 
     
Yes.  To be eligible for either Planning or Implementation Absolute Priority 2, all schools in the proposed neighborhood must—
· Be served by an LEA that is currently eligible under the SRSA or RLIS programs, or 
· Be designated with locale code of 42 or 43 on the NCES site.  
If an applicant includes a school in the geographic area proposed to be served that does not meet these criteria, its application will not meet Absolute Priority 2.


F. Data Collection and Reporting 
F-8.	Are implementation grantees expected to have in place a longitudinal data system at the time the grant award is made?  
We expect that the data systems managed by implementation applicants will be at different stages of development. Accordingly, an applicant for an implementation grant must describe its progress towards developing, launching, and implementing a longitudinal data system that integrates student-level data from multiple sources in order to measure progress on educational and family community support indicators for all children in the neighborhood, disaggregated by the subgroups listed in section 1111(b)(3)(C)(xiii) of the ESEA.
 

G. Allowable Activities

G-15.	Should implementation and planning applicants include in their budget a trip to Washington, DC?     

Yes. Implementation and planning grant applicants should include in their budget one trip to Washington, DC, for each year of the project.  According to the PN application package, applicants should include costs for four project staff (project director, evaluator, and two partners) to attend an annual 2-day project director’s meeting in Washington, DC.


I. Matching Requirement

I-15.	Are applicants for an implementation grant required to document in their application the entire matching requirement, including the 10 percent private sector match, for each year of the grant period, which may be three, four, or five years?
 
              Yes.  Applicants must document the entire matching requirement (i.e. matching funds or in-kind contributions) by including letters in their applications explaining the type and quantity of the match commitment with original signatures from the executives of organizations or agencies providing the match. In these letters, applicants must provide evidence that the matching funds or in-kind contributions, including the 10 percent private sector match, have been committed for the full grant period.

However, applicants are not required to have the full match in hand at the time of the award (see I-3).  The match, including the private sector match, may be provided throughout the project period of the grant. 

An applicant for either a planning or implementation grant that is unable to meet the matching requirement must include in its application a request to the Secretary to reduce the matching requirement (see I-12), including the amount of the requested reduction, the total remaining match contribution, a statement of the basis for the request, and the years for which the waiver request applies.  This request for a reduction may include a request to reduce the private sector matching requirement. 

I-16.	Would it be acceptable to submit evidence that showed a definitive commitment of matching funds or in-kind contributions for the initial year or years of a project (e.g., years one and two) and a commitment of funds for subsequent years of the project (e.g., years three, four, and five) that are contingent upon the applicant’s performance in the initial year or years and the availability of funds?
	
Yes.  The Department would accept evidence that showed a definitive commitment of matching funds or in-kind contributions for at least the initial years of a project (e.g., years one and two) and a tentative commitment of funds for subsequent years of project (e.g., years three, four, and five), with the later years being contingent on the applicant’s  performance in the initial year or years and the availability of funds.

I-17 	If an applicant has several partners that are contributing to the match, is it allowable to also procure services from these same partners to support the project? 

Yes.  Although grantees under the Promise Neighborhoods program will not be able to use grant funds to make subgrants to other entities (see 34 CFR 75.708), an applicant may procure additional services to support the project from partners that also contribute matching funds or in kind contributions for the project.


K. Application Process
K-15. 	Are implementation applicants required to use a specific format for Appendix F (regarding the continuum of solutions)?  May an applicant submit multiple documents, each of which includes some of the information requested in Appendix F?     
With regard to Appendix F, implementation applicants must provide the following information to describe each solution within the proposed continuum of solutions:

· A summary of the evidence (including, where available, strong or moderate evidence) supporting each proposed solution and a description of how the solution is based on the best available evidence. 
· A description of how and when—during the implementation process—the solution will be implemented. 
· The partners that will participate in the implementation of each solution (in any case in which the applicant does not implement the solution directly). 
· The estimated per child cost, including administrative costs, to implement each solution. 
· The estimated number of children, by age, in the neighborhood who will be served by each solution and how a segmentation analysis was used to target the children and youth to be served. 
· The source of funds that will be used to pay for each solution.
· In the description of the estimated number of children to be served, the percentage of all children of the same age group within the neighborhood proposed to be served with each solution, which must demonstrate that these percentages will  increase to reach scale over time.

If the required information for Appendix F is included in multiple documents, the documents must be merged into one document.  There is no specific format required for Appendix F.
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