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Academic programs means programs that include, but are not limited to--

a. High-quality early learning programs designed to improve outcomes in multiple domains of early learning for young children.  Such programs must be specifically intended to align standards, practices, strategies, or activities across as broad an age range as birth through third grade so as to ensure that young children enter kindergarten and the early elementary school grades demonstrating age-appropriate functioning across the multiple domains;   

b. For children in kindergarten through the 12th grade, programs, policies, and personnel that are linked to improved academic outcomes.  The programs, policies, and personnel—

i. Must include effective teachers and effective principals; 
ii. Must include strategies, practices, or programs that encourage and facilitate the evaluation, analysis, and use of student achievement, student growth, and other data by educators, families, and other stakeholders to inform decision-making;
iii. Must include college- and career-ready standards, assessments, and practices, including a well-rounded curriculum, instructional practices, strategies, or programs in, at a minimum, core academic subjects as defined in section 9101(11) of the ESEA, that are aligned with high academic content and achievement standards and with high-quality assessments based on those standards; and 
iv. May include creating multiple pathways for students to earn regular high school diplomas (e.g., using schools that serve the needs of over-aged, under-credited, or other students with an exceptional need for flexibility regarding when they attend school or the additional supports they require; awarding credit based on demonstrated evidence of student competency; or offering dual-enrollment options).
c. Programs that prepare students for college and career success, which may include programs that—

i. Create and support partnerships with community colleges, four-year colleges, or universities and that help instill a college-going culture in the neighborhood; 
ii. Provide dual-enrollment opportunities for secondary students to gain college credit while in high school; 
iii. Provide, through relationships with businesses and other organizations, apprenticeship opportunities to students; 
iv. Align curricula in the core academic subjects with requirements for industry-recognized certifications or credentials, particularly in high-growth sectors; and
v. Provide access to career and technical education programs so that individuals can attain the skills and industry-recognized certifications or credentials for success in their careers.
Broadband internet access means Internet access sufficient to provide community members with the internet available when and where they need it and for the uses they require.
College-going culture means a local culture that includes an expectation that all students in the geographic area proposed to be served will have the academic preparation, financial resources, and other supports necessary to go to college or pursue other postsecondary training.  That expectation is apparent in the attitudes, experiences, practices, beliefs, and values of individuals in the neighborhood.
Continuum of cradle-through-college-to-career solutions or continuum of solutions means solutions that--

a) Include programs, policies, practices, services, systems, and supports that result in improving educational and developmental outcomes for children from cradle through college to career; 

b) Are based on the best available evidence, including, where available, strong or moderate evidence; 

c) Are linked and integrated seamlessly (as defined in the notice); and

d) Include both academic programs and family and community supports. 

Developmentally appropriate early learning measures means a range of assessment instruments that are used in ways consistent with the purposes for which they were designed and validated; appropriate for the ages and other characteristics of the children being assessed; designed and validated for use with children whose ages, cultures, languages spoken at home, socioeconomic status, abilities and disabilities, and other characteristics are similar to those of the children with whom the assessments will be used; and used in compliance with the measurement standards set forth by the American Educational Research Association (AERA), the American Psychological Association (APA), and the National Council for Measurement in Education (NCME) in the 1999 Standards for Educational and Psychological Testing.
Effective school means a school that has--

a) Significantly closed the achievement gaps between subgroups of students (as identified in section 1111(b)(3)(C)(xiii) of the ESEA) within the school or district; or

b) (i)  Demonstrated success in significantly increasing student academic achievement in the school for all subgroups of students (as identified in section 1111(b)(3)(C)(xiii) of the ESEA) in the school; and

(ii)  Made significant improvements in other areas, such as graduation rates (as defined in the notice) or recruitment and placement of effective teachers and effective principals. 

Eligible entity means an entity that-- 

a) Is representative of the geographic area proposed to be served (as defined in the notice); 

b) Is one of the following:

i. A nonprofit organization that meets the definition of a nonprofit under 34 CFR 77.1(c), which may include a faith-based nonprofit organization; or
ii. An institution of higher education as defined by section 101(a) of the Higher Education Act of 1965, as amended; and
c) Currently provides at least one of the solutions from the applicant’s proposed continuum of solutions in the geographic area proposed to be served.

Note:  An eligible entity proposing to “scale up” existing activities beyond the geographic area that the eligible entity is currently serving must partner with at least one organization or entity that provides at least one of the solutions from the applicant’s proposed continuum of solutions in the geographic area proposed to be served.
Family and community supports means
(a) Student health programs, such as mental health and physical health programs (e.g., home visiting programs; Early Head Start; programs to improve nutrition and fitness, reduce childhood obesity, and create healthier communities); 

(b) Safety programs, such as programs in school and out of school to prevent, control, and reduce crime, violence, drug and alcohol use, and gang activity; programs that address classroom and school-wide behavior and conduct, such as Positive Behavioral Interventions and Supports; programs to prevent child abuse and neglect; programs to prevent truancy and reduce and prevent bullying and harassment; and programs to improve the physical and emotional security of the school setting as perceived, experienced, and created by students, staff, and families; 

(c) Community stability programs, such as programs that-- 

i. Increase the stability of families in communities by expanding access to quality, affordable housing, providing legal support to help families secure clear legal title to their homes, and providing housing counseling or housing placement services; 

ii. Provide employment opportunities and training to improve job skills and readiness in order to decrease unemployment, with a goal of increasing family stability;

iii. Improve families’ awareness of, access to, and use of a range of social services, if possible at a single location; 

iv. Provide unbiased, outcome-focused, and comprehensive financial education, inside and outside the classroom and at every life stage; 

v. Increase access to traditional financial institutions (e.g., banks and credit unions) rather than alternative financial institutions (e.g., check cashers and payday lenders); 

vi. Help families increase their financial assets and savings; and 

vii. Help families access transportation to education and employment opportunities;

d) Family and community engagement programs, such as family literacy programs and programs that provide training and opportunities for family members and other members of the community to support student learning and establish high expectations for academic achievement; mentorship programs that create positive relationships between children and adults; and programs that provide for the use of such community resources as libraries, museums, and local businesses to support improved student academic outcomes; and 

e) 21st century learning tools, such as technology (e.g., computers and mobile phones) used by students in the classroom and in the community to support their education.  This includes programs that help students use the tools to develop knowledge and skills in such areas as reading and writing, mathematics, research, critical thinking, communication, creativity, innovation, and entrepreneurship.

Graduation rate means the four-year or extended-year adjusted cohort graduation rate as defined by 34 CFR 200.19(b)(1).  
Note:  This definition is not meant to prevent a grantee from also collecting information about the reasons why students do not graduate from the target high school, e.g., dropping out or moving outside of the school district for non-academic or academic reasons. 
Increased learning time means using a longer school day, week, or year to significantly increase the total number of school hours.  It is used to redesign the school’s program in a manner that includes additional time for (a) instruction in core academic subjects as defined in section 9101 of the ESEA; (b) instruction in other subjects and enrichment activities that contribute to a well-rounded education, including, for example, physical education, service learning, and experiential and work-based learning opportunities that are provided by partnering, as appropriate, with other organizations; and (c) teachers to collaborate, plan, and engage in professional development within and across grades and subjects.
Indian Tribe means any Indian or Alaska Native tribe, band, nation, pueblo, village or community that the Secretary of the Interior acknowledges to exist as an Indian tribe, 25 U.S.C. 479a and 479a-1.
Indicators of need means currently available data that describe--

(a) Academic need, which means--

(i) All or a portion of the neighborhood includes or is within the attendance zone of a low-performing school that is a high school, especially one in which the graduation rate (as defined in the notice) is less than 60 percent or a school that can be characterized as low-performing based on another proxy indicator, such as students’ on-time progression from grade to grade; and

(ii) Other indicators, such as significant achievement gaps between subgroups of students (as identified in section 1111(b)(3)(C)(xiii) of the ESEA) within a school or LEA, high teacher and principal turnover, or high student absenteeism; and 

(b) Family and community support need, which means--

(i) Percentages of children with preventable chronic health conditions (e.g., asthma, poor nutrition, dental problems, obesity) or avoidable developmental delays; 

(ii) Immunization rates;

(iii) Rates of crime, including violent crime;

(iv) Student mobility rates;

(v) Teenage birth rates;  

(vi) Percentage of children in single-parent or no-parent families; 

(vii) Rates of vacant or substandard homes, including distressed public and assisted housing; or 

(viii) Percentage of the residents living at or below the Federal poverty threshold.

Linked and integrated seamlessly (with respect to the continuum of solutions) means  solutions that have common outcomes, focus on similar milestones, support transitional time periods (e.g., the beginning of kindergarten, the middle grades, or graduation from high school) along the cradle-through-college-to-career continuum, and address time and resource gaps that create obstacles for students in making academic progress. 
Low-performing schools means schools receiving assistance through Title I that are in corrective action or restructuring in the State, as determined under section 1116 of the ESEA, and the secondary schools (both middle and high schools) in the State that are equally as low-achieving as these Title I schools and are eligible for, but do not receive, Title I funds.

Moderate evidence means evidence from previous studies with designs that can support causal conclusions (i.e., studies with high internal validity) but have limited generalizability (i.e., moderate external validity) or from studies with high external validity but moderate internal validity.
Multiple domains of early learning means physical well-being and motor development; social and emotional development; approaches to learning, which refers to the inclinations, dispositions, or styles, rather than skills, that reflect ways that children become involved in learning and develop their inclinations to pursue learning; language development, including emergent literacy; and cognition and general knowledge, which refers to thinking and problem-solving as well as knowledge about particular objects and the way the world works.  Cognition and general knowledge include mathematical and scientific knowledge, abstract thought, and imagination.
Neighborhood assets means--
(a) Developmental assets that allow residents to attain the skills needed to be successful in all aspects of daily life (e.g., educational institutions, early learning centers, and health resources);

(b) Commercial assets that are associated with production, employment, transactions, and sales (e.g., labor force and retail establishments); 

(c) Recreational assets that create value in a neighborhood beyond work and education (e.g., parks, open space, community gardens, and arts organizations); 

(d) Physical assets that are associated with the built environment and physical infrastructure (e.g., housing, commercial buildings, and roads); and

(e) Social assets that establish well-functioning social interactions (e.g., public safety and community engagement). 

Persistently lowest-achieving school (as determined by the State) means--
1) Any school receiving assistance though Title I that is in improvement, corrective action, or restructuring and that--

(i) Is among the lowest-achieving five percent of Title I schools in improvement, corrective action, or restructuring or the lowest-achieving five Title I schools in improvement, corrective action, or restructuring in the State, whichever number of schools is greater; or

(ii) Is a high school that has had a graduation rate that is less than 60 percent over a number of years; and
2) Any secondary school that is eligible for, but does not receive, Title I funds that--

(i) Is among the lowest-achieving five percent of secondary schools or the lowest-achieving five secondary schools in the State that are eligible for, but do not receive, Title I funds, whichever number of schools is greater; or

(ii) Is a high school that has had a graduation rate that is less than 60 percent over a number of years.

Program indicators means indicators that the Department will use only for research and evaluation purposes and for which an applicant is not required to propose solutions. 
Project indicators means indicators for which an applicant proposes solutions intended to result in progress on the indicators.   
Public officials means elected officials (e.g., council members, aldermen and women, commissioners, State legislators, Congressional representatives, members of the school board), appointed public officials (e.g., members of a planning or zoning commission, or of any other regulatory or advisory board or commission), or individuals who are not necessarily public officials, but who have been appointed by a public official to serve on the Promise Neighborhoods governing board or advisory board.
Rapid-time (in reference to reporting and availability of locally-collected data) means data are available quickly enough to inform current lessons, instruction, and related academic programs and family and community supports.
Representative of the geographic area proposed to be served means that residents of the geographic area proposed to be served have an active role in decision-making and that at least one-third of the eligible entity’s governing board or advisory board is made up of-- 

(a) Residents who live in the geographic area proposed to be served; 

(b) Residents of the city or county in which the neighborhood is located but who live outside the geographic area proposed to be served, and who are low-income (which means earning less than 80 percent of the area’s median income as published by the Department of Housing and Urban Development);

(c) Public officials (as defined in the notice) who serve the geographic area proposed to be served (although not more than one-half of the governing board or advisory board may be made up of public officials); or 

(d) Some combination of individuals from the three groups listed in paragraphs (a), (b), and (c) of this definition. 

Rural community means a community that is served by an LEA that is currently eligible under the Small Rural School Achievement (SRSA) program or the Rural and Low-Income School (RLIS) program authorized under Title VI, Part B of the ESEA.  Applicants may determine whether a particular LEA is eligible for these programs by referring to information on the following Department Web sites.  
For the SRSA program: www.ed.gov/programs/reapsrsa/eligible09/index.html. 
For the RLIS program: www.ed.gov/programs/reaprlisp/eligible09/index.html.
School climate survey means an evaluation tool that measures the extent to which the school setting promotes or inhibits academic performance by collecting perception data from individuals, which could include students, staff, or families. 
Segmentation analysis means the process of grouping and analyzing data from children and families in the geographic area proposed to be served according to indicators of need (as defined in the notice) or other relevant indicators.
Note: The analysis is intended to allow grantees to differentiate and more effectively target interventions based on what they learn about the needs of different populations in the geographic area.  
Strong evidence means evidence from studies with designs that can support causal conclusions (i.e., studies with high internal validity), and studies that, in total, include enough of the range of participants and settings to support scaling up to the State, regional, or national level (i.e., studies with high external validity).
Student achievement means--
     (a)  For tested grades and subjects: 

(i) A student’s score on the State’s assessments under the ESEA; and, as appropriate, 

(ii) Other measures of student learning, such as those described in paragraph (b) of this definition, provided they are rigorous and comparable across classrooms. 

     (b)  For non-tested grades and subjects:  alternative measures of student learning and performance, such as student scores on pre-tests and end-of-course tests; student performance on English language proficiency assessments; and other measures of student achievement that are rigorous and comparable across classrooms.
Student growth means the change in achievement data for an individual student between two or more points in time.  Growth may also include other measures that are rigorous and comparable across classrooms. 
Student mobility rate is calculated by dividing the total number of new student entries and withdrawals at a school, from the day after the first official enrollment number is collected through the end of the academic year, by the first official enrollment number of the academic year.  
Note:  This definition is not meant to limit a grantee from also collecting information about why students enter or withdraw from the school, e.g., transferring to charter schools, moving outside of the school district for non-academic or academic reasons. 
Theory of action means an organization’s strategy regarding how, considering its capacity and resources, it will take the necessary steps and measures to accomplish its desired results.
Theory of change means an organization’s beliefs about how its inputs, and early and intermediate outcomes, relate to accomplishing its long-term desired results. 
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