Promise Neighborhoods

Frequently Asked Questions Regarding
the 2010 Promise Neighborhoods Grantees
September 21, 2010

A. QUESTIONS ABOUT THE 2010 PROMISE NEIGHBORHOODS PLANNING GRANTEES

1) What are the characteristics of the FY 2010 Promise Neighborhoods grantees?

e The 21 Promise Neighborhoods grantees are located in 19 cities and 12 states, and the
District of Columbia. Three grantees are institutions of higher education and the other 18
are nonprofit organizations.

e Two grantees are serving rural communities (Berea College is serving Clay, Jackson, and
Owsley Counties in Eastern Kentucky; and Delta Health Alliance is serving Sunflower
County in the Mississippi Delta).

e Another grantee is serving a tribal community (The Boys & Girls Club of the Northern
Cheyenne Nation is serving a neighborhood within the territorial boundaries of the
Northern Cheyenne Reservation and the bordering towns of Colstrip and Ashland,
Montana).

2) How did the U.S. Department of Education select Promise Neighborhood grantees?

The Department selected approximately 100 highly qualified, independent peer reviewers to
assess the more than 300 applications it received for the FY 2010 Promise Neighborhoods
planning grant competition. Each panel of three peer reviewers assessed approximately

10 applications using the six selection criteria outlined in the Notice Inviting Applications
(NIA) published in the Federal Register on May 5, 2010, and then Department staff reviewed
applications for eligibility according to criteria in the NIA. Average raw scores of the three
reviewers were used to generate a rank order list.

3) Where can | see the applications, comments, and scores for the Promise Neighborhoods
grantees?

Comments and scores for the Promise Neighborhoods grantees will be posted on the Promise
Neighborhoods Web site at http://wwwz2.ed.gov/programs/promiseneighborhoods/index.html
in the coming 2-4 weeks after the required proprietary and privacy information has been
redacted.
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B. QUESTIONS ABOUT PROMISE NEIGHBORHOODS APPLICANTS THAT ARE NOT
GRANTEES

4) When will Promise Neighborhoods applicants that are not grantees receive their
comments and scores from the peer reviewers who reviewed their application?

All Promise Neighborhoods applicants that are not awarded a grant will receive their
reviewers’ comments and scores in the coming 2-4 weeks.

5) Will information on Promise Neighborhoods applicants that do not receive grant
awards be available?

The Department is committed to sharing information in a user-friendly way with the public.
This is why we launched www.data.ed.gov and posted summary information on all Promise
Neighborhoods applications received. We remain committed to transparency and our plans
include posting selected information about high-scoring Promise Neighborhoods applications
that are not grantees at a later date.

C. ADDITIONAL QUESTIONS ABOUT PROMISE NEIGHBORHOODS

6) Who served as a Promise Neighborhoods peer reviewer?

The Department received approximately 1,000 resumes and selected approximately 100 peer
reviewers with various backgrounds and professions, including: state or district education
officials, PK-12 teachers and principals, college or university educators, researchers,
evaluators, community development practitioners, social entrepreneurs, strategy consultants,
and grant makers or managers. Department staff screened out all reviewer applicants who
reported a direct conflict of interest; reviewed reviewer applicant resumes, checking for
expertise against the Promise Neighborhoods absolute priorities and the skills and attributes
outlined in the call for reviewers; rated reviewer applicants and identified those who were
highly qualified; and checked multiple times for conflicts of interest. The Department will
post a list of all Promise Neighborhoods peer reviewers in the next 2-4. This list will not
identify the applications that each reviewer reviewed.
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7) Where can I find additional information on the Promise Neighborhoods
program?

There are several resources on the Promise Neighborhoods Web site,
including:

e Promise Neighborhoods At-A-Glance :
http://www2.ed.gov/programs/promiseneighborhoods/2010/at-a-

glance.doc

e Promise Neighborhoods Notice Inviting Applications and FAQs:
http://www?2.ed.qov/legislation/FedRegister/announcements/2010-
2/050510b.html
http://www?2.ed.qgov/programs/promiseneighborhoods/2010/fags.pdf

e Summary of Promise Neighborhoods Applications Received:
http://www?2.ed.gov/programs/promiseneighborhoods/2010/received-
applications.pdf
http://www.data.ed.gov/grants/promise-neighborhoods
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