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OMB Number: 4040-0004
Expiration. Date: 8/31,2016

Application for Federal Assistance SF-424

" 1. Type of Submission: * 2. Type of Application: * If. Revision, select appropriate. letter{s):
[] Preapplication [<] New ‘ ‘
X Application [ ] Continuation * Other {Specify}:

[ ] Changed/Corrected Application | [ ] Revision | |

- 3. Date. Received: 4. Applicant |dentifier:

l10-"13-"'2014 ‘ VI Ayency ol Zducallon ‘
5a. Federal Entity Identifier: 5b., Federal Award |dentifier:

l.\' ‘ ‘T‘-] 41

State Use Only:

6. Date Received by State: I:l 7. State Application ldentifier: | |

8. APPLICANT INFORMATION:

Ta legal Name: |yerront ngency of Tducstion l

b, EmplayerTaxpayer [dentification Mumber (EIN/TINY: - ¢. Organizational DUNS:

03-c000284 | |334%02T01CCCC

d. Address:

" Streatt: 218 M. ¥Malr 3L, ‘
Street2: |",1:i.—_e Gz |

* City: |Ec11:1_ |
County/Parish; ‘I-u‘a shiraron ‘

" State: | VI Vermont |
Province: | |

*. Country: | USh: UMTTRR STATRS |

Chedl-212% ‘

" Zip i Postal. Code:

e. Organizational Unit:

Department Name: Division Mame:

VTohgency of Faucation | |Tnteqr._=.ted Suvocri, Tor Tearnin

f. Name and contact information. of person to be contacted on matters invelving this application:

Prefix: s, l * First Name: ‘Ha':' in ‘

Middle Name: | |

" Last Name: |L:dward5 |

Sufix; ‘ l

Title: ‘Dirr;‘.c'_or I5L Division

Organizational Affiliation:

* Telephone Mumber: |aicz_qro-140 Fax Mumber: |502-47%-"52% ]

"Email: [karin.cdwards@slalo.vl.us ‘

PR/Award & 541381500308
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Application for Federal Assistance SF-424

* 9. Type of Applicant 1: Select Applicant Type:

[AL State Covernment ‘

Type of Applicant 2: Select Applicant Type:

Type of Applicant 3: Select Applicant Type:

| |

* Other (specify):

|

*10. Name of Federal Agency:

l[J,S, Tepartment of Fducation

11. Catalog of Federal Domestic Assistance Number:

|S4.419

CFDA Title:

Preschoeol Zoveloomenl, Granls

*12. Funding Opportunity Number:

Lo-ERANTS-051514-002

* Title:

Olilce ol ElemenLary and Scooendary Educallicn (QGESEY @ Preschool Zeveleomenl Granls: Expansion
Granls CEDA Numizer 24.419B

13. Competition Identification Number:

29 419B2015 1

Title:

14. Areas Affected by Project (Cities, Counties, States, etc.):

Add Attachment

* 15. Descriptive Title of Applicant's Project:

Werment PlE-lxnsnsicn Grant Proect

Aftach supporting documents as specified in agency instructions.

Add Attachments

PR/Award & 541381500308
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Application for Federal Assistance SF-424

16. Congressional Districts Of:

* a. Applicant WT-211 .7 b. Program/Project

Attach an additional list of Program¢Project Congressional Districts, if needed.

Add Attachment ‘ ‘

17. Proposed Project:

. a. Start Date: " b. End Date:

18. Estimated Funding ($):

a. Federal | 33,393

* b. Applicant [ oo

*c. State )}
*d. Lacal I:
e. Other :
* f.. Program Income I:
9. TOTAL

*19. Is Application Subject to Review By State Under Executive Order 12372 Pracess?

D a. This. application was. made available to the. State under the Executive Crder 12372 Process for review on I:l
D b. Program is subject to E.Q. 12372 but has not been selected by the State for review.

[X] ¢. Program is not cavered by E.O. 12372,

* 20. Is the Applicant Delinquent On Any Federal Debt? {If "Yes,” provide explanation in attachment.)
[]ves No

It *Yes", provide explanation and attach.

21. *By signing this application, | certify {1} to the statements contained in the list of certifications** and (2) that the statements
herein are true, complete and accurate to the best of my knowledge. | also provide the required assurances™ and agree to
comply with any resulting terms if | accept an award. | am aware that any false, fictitious, or fraudulent statements or claims may
subject me to criminal, civil, or administrative penalties. (U.S. Code, Title 218, Section 1001)

| AGREE

** The list of certifications and. assurances, or an internet site where you may obtain this list, is. contained in the announcement or agency
specific instructions.

Authorized Representative:

Prefix: lr-»l_c,- . ‘ * First Name:  |Rebeaooa ]

Middle Name: | |

* Last Name: |Hc-1 COMDE |

Suffix: [ ‘

" Title: Jecretary-Agency of Zdacation |

* Telephone Number: |sa3_g70-1430 | Fax Number: ‘

* Email: lt‘c'.‘Dc'_‘-.':-.':cl o _conpe@sialo vl ous |
* Signature of Authorized Representative: Kathy, Flanagan * Date Signed: |10_.'1:3.-'2014 ]

PR/Award & 541381500308
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OMB Number: 4040-0007
Expiration Date: 06/30/2014

ASSURANCES - NON-CONSTRUCTION PROGRAMS

Public reporting burden for this collection of information is estimated tc average 15 minutes per response,. including time for reviewing
instructions, searching existing data sources, gathering and maintaining the data needed, and completing and reviewing the collection of
information. Send comments regarding the burden estimate or any other aspect of this collection of information, including suggestions. for.
reducing this burden, to the Office of Management and Budget, Paperwaork Reduction Project (0348-0040), Washington, DC 20503.

PLEASE DO NOT RETURN YOUR COMPLETED FORM TO THE OFFICE OF MANAGEMENT AND BUDGET. SEND.
ITTO THE ADDRESS PROVIDED BY THE SPONSORING AGENCY.

NOTE:  Certain of these assurances. may. not be applicable to your. project or program. If you have questions, please contact the

awarding agency. Further, certain Federal awarding agencies may. require applicants to certify to additional assurances..
If such is the case, you will be notified.

As the duly authcrized representative of the applicant, | certify that the applicant:

1.

Has the legal authority to apply for Federal assistance,
and the institutional, managerial and financial capability.
{including funds sufficient to pay the non-Federal share
of project cost} to ensure proper planning, management
and completion. of the project described in this
application.

Act of 1973, as amended (28 U.5.C. §794}, which
prohibits discrimination on the basis of handicaps; (d)
the Age Discrimination Act of 1975, as amended {42 L.
S.C.. §§6101-6107}, which prohibits discrimination. on
the basis of age; (e} the Brug Abuse Office and
Treatment Act of 1972 (P.L..92-255), as. amended,
relating to. nondiscrimination. on the basis of drug.

2. Wil give the awarding agency, the Comptroller General abuse; {f) the Comprehensive Alcohol Abuse and
of the United States and, if appropriate, the Siate, Alcoholism Prevention, Treatment and Rehabilitation
through any. authorized representative, access to and, Act of 1970 (P.L.91-618}, as amended, relating to
the right to examine all records, bocks, papers, or nandiscrimination on the basis of alcohol abuse or
documents related to the award; and will establish a aleoholism; (g) §§523 and 527 of the Public Health
proper. accounting system in accordance with generally Service Act 0f 1912 (42 U.5.C. §§290.dd-3 and 290
accepted accounting standards. or. agency. directives. ae- 3), as amended, relating to confidentiality of alcohol
and drug abuse patient records; (h} Title VIl of the Civil
3. Will establish safeguards to prohibit employees from Rights Act of 1968 (42 L1.5.C. §§3601 et seq.}. as
using their positions for a purpose that constitutes or amended, relating to nondiscrimination in the sale.
presents the appearance of personal or organizaticnal rental or financing of housing; (i) any other
conflict of interest, or personal gain. nandiscrimination provisions. in the specific statute(s).
under which application for Federal assistance. is being.
4. Wil initiate and complete the work within the applicable made; and. (j) the requirements. of any other
time frame after receipt of approval of the awarding nondiscrimination statute(s) which may apply to the
agency. application.
5.  Will comply with the Intergovernmental Personnel Act of r:gmg:giiso;fhiﬁi:;ria;decﬁImoghtig,'ljvr:ti?otrr;?
1970 (42 U.S.C. §§4728-4763) relating to prescribed Relocation Aé.siétancé and Fleél F'roberty Acduisition
standards for merit systems for programs funded under. Policies Act of 1970 (P.L. 91-646) which provide for
i’;‘:g{:é?: }: ?)f_s(t;;ul\f’l?s gtrarr?g;rlsgCf}grs.aspr\lﬂ?g:if{esdylsgem_ of fair and equitablg treatment of persons displaced or,
Personnel Administration (5 G.F.R. 900, Subpart F). whose. property_ is acquired as a result Of. Federal or.
' ’ federally-assisted programs. These requirements.
. , . apply to all interests. in real property acquired for.
6. Will comply with all Federal statutes relating to project purposes regardless of Federal participation in

nondiscrimination. These include but are not limited to:
(a} Title V1 of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 (P.L. 88-352)
which prohibits discrimination. on the basis. of race. color
or. national origin; (b} Title IX of the Education
Amendments of 1972, as amended (20 U.5.C.§§1681-

1683, and 1685-1686), which prohibits discrimination on,

the basis of sex; (¢) Section 504 of the Rehabilitation

Previous Edition Usable

Authorized for Laocal Repraoduction

purchases.

Will comply, as applicable, with provisions. of the,
Hatch Act (5 U.S.C. §§1501-1508 and 7324-7328)
which limit the political activities of employees whose
principal employment activities. are funded. in whole.
or in part with Federal funds.

Standard Form 424B (Rev. 7-97)
Prescribed by CMB Circular A-102

PR/Award & 541381500308
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9. Wil comply, as applicable, with the provisions of the Davis-
Bacon Act (40 U.S.C. §§2764a to 276a-7), the Copeland Act
(40.U.5.C. §276c and 18 U.5.C. §874}, and the Contract
Work Hours and Safety Standards Act (40 U.S.C. §§327-
333}, regarding |labor standards for federally-assisted
construction subagresments.

10. Will comply, if applicable, with flood insurance purchase.
requirements of Section 102{a)} of the Flood Disaster
Protection Act of 1973 (P.L. 93-234) which requires
recipients in a special flood hazard area to participate in the

13.

Will assist the awarding agency in assuring compliance
with Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation
Act of 1966, as amended (16 U.5.C. §470), EO 11593
{identification. and protection of historic properties), and
the Archaeological and Histaric Preservation Act of
1974 (16 U.S.C. §5469a-1 et seq.).

14. Will comply with P.L. 83-348 regarding the protection of

human subjects involved in research, development, and
related activities suppored by this award of assistance.

pregram and to purchase floed insurance. if the total cost of 15. Will comply. with the Laboratory Animal Welfare Act of
insurable construction and acguisition is $10,000 or more. 1966 (P.L. ,89'544" as.amended, 7 U.5.C. §§2131 et
seq.) pertaining to the care, handling, and treatiment of
11. Wil comply. with environmental standards which may be warm. blocded animals held for research, teaching, or,
prescribed pursuant to the following: (a) institution of other activilies supported by this award of assistance.
environmental quality control measures under the National , , . L
Environmental Policy Act of 1969 (P.L. 91-190) and 16. Will comply with the Lead-Based Paint Ponson‘mg_
Executive Order (EQ) 11514; {b) notification of viclating Prevention Act (42.U.5.C. §§4801 et seq.) which
facilities pursuant io EQ 11738: (C) prOteCtiOﬂ of wetlands Drohlt?l?s the use Of_‘|ead'ba$ed. paint in construction. or.
pursuant to EQ 11990; (d). evaluation. of flood hazards in rehabilitation of residence structures.
floodplains in accordance with EO 11988; (e) assurance of 17. Will cause to be perfarmed the required financial and,
project consistency with the approved State management compliance audits in accordance with the Single Audit
program developed under the Coastal Zone Management Act Amendments of 1996 and OMB Circular No. A-133,
Act of 1872 (16 U.S.C..§§1451 et seq.); {f) conformity of "Audits of States, Local Governments, and Non-Profit
Federal actions ta State (Clean Air) Implementation Plans Organizations.”
under Section 176(¢c) of the Clean Air Act of 1855, as
amended (42 U.8.C. §§7401 et seq.); (g) protection of 18. Will comply with all applicable requirements of all other
underground sources of drinking water under the Safe Federal laws, executive orders, regulations, and policies
Drinking Water Act of 1974, as amended (P.L. 93-523}; governing this program.
and, (h} protection of endangered species under the
Endangered Species Act of 1973, as amended (P.L. 93- 19. Will comply. with the requirements of Section 108(g) of
205}. the Trafficking Victims Protection Act (TVPA) of 2000, as
. . . L amended (22 U.8.C. 7104} which prohibits grant award
12, Will comply with the Wild and Scenic Rivers Act of recipients or. a sub-recipient from {1} Engaging in severe
1968 (16 U.S.C. §§1271 et seq.) related to protecting forms of trafficking in persons during the period of time
components or potential components of the national that the award is in effect (2) Procuring a commercial
wild and scenic rivers system. sex act during the period of time that the award is in
effect or (3} Using forced |abor in the performance of the
award or subawards. under the award.
SIGNATURE OF AUTHORIZED CERTIFYING QOFFICIAL TITLE
Xalnoy Tlanayan Soeorolary Aoonoy ol EBousal Lon |

APPLICANT ORGANIZATION

DATE SUBMITTED

Wooomant, fopsny, ol BEdusation

10/13/2014 |

Standard Form 4248 (Rev. 7-97) Back

PR/Award # 54138150008
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DISCLOSURE OF LOBBYING ACTIVITIES

Complete this form to disclose lobbying activities pursuant to 31 U.5.C.1352

Approved by OMB

0348-0046
1. " Type of Federal Action: 2. * Status of Federal Action: 3. " Report Type:
l:‘ a. contract |:| a. bid'elfer/apphcation & a. initial filing
% b grant b. initial award El b. matetial change
. cooperative. agraerment ¢. post-award
I:] d. laan |:|
D e |oan guarantes
I:] [ loan insuranee
4. Name and Address of Reporting Entity:
[E Prime l:l SubAwardes
* Name ] i |
Vermenl o Agansy, ol Frgeat aen
* Street 1 | L | Street 2 [ ] - |
Dl oA Moln ST Gollw 42
oy [ e | 2 [0 s
Congressional District, f known: |
6. * Federal Department/Agency: 7. * Federal Program Name/Description:
U5 Cesarbmsnl el Ecnalaoen Fregcholl D s lLuenl, Glanl
CFDA Number, if applicable |v| A
8. Federal Action Number, if known. 9. Award Amount, if known:
$ | l
10. a. Name and Address of Lobbying Registrant:
Prefix I:l * First Name e | Midthe Name l ‘
* Last Name |r . ] Suffix I:l
* Street 1 | l Streat 2 | ]
~ ity [ | State | | Zip | ]

b. Individual Periorming. Services (incuding address if different from No.. 10aj.

Prefix I:l " First Name

| Middle Name | |

* Last Name ||- .

I

* Street 1 |

l Strast 2 | |

* City |

|Srafe | |pr | |

{11. Informatian requested through. this karm is authorized by title. 31.0.5.C. section. 1352, This disclosura of lobbying actwties is a material representation. of tact . upon which
reliance. was. placed. by the her above whan the transaction was made or entered into.. This disclosure s required pursuant to. 31 ULS.C. 1352, This information will be reported. to.

the Congress semi-annually and will be avallable for public inspection... Any. person. wha falls to file the required. disclosura shall be subject to. a civil penalty. of not less. than.
$10,000 and. not rmove than $100,000 tor each such failure.

* Signature:

KAty Foavs

l

*Name: Prefix * First Name [ Li | Midale Name |
nL NI
* Lasi Name | L | Suittix I:l
Title: |, agency of wdi ar | Telephene No.: |- u- saay |Dale: |'.U.-'| NFTN
Authorized lor, Lacal Reproduction
.Federal Use Only:

Standard Form - LLL (Rev, 7-47)

Tracking Number:GRANT 11758006

N PN
PRAward ¥ S418B8 150008
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Tracking Number:GRANT 11758006

OMB Number: 1894-0005
Expiration Date: 33/31/2017

NOTICE TO ALL APPLICANTS

The purpose of this enclosure is to inform you about a new
provision in the Department of Education's General
Education Provisions Act (GERA) that applies to applicants.
for new grant awards under Department programs. This
provision is Section 427 of GEPA, enacted as part of the
Improving America's Schools Act of 1994 (Public Law (P.L.).
103-382).

To Whom Does This. Provision Apply?

Section 427 of GEPA affects applicants. for. new grant.
awards under this program.. ALL APPLICANTS FOR
NEW AWARDS MUST INCLUDE INFORMATION IN
THEIR APPLICATIONS TO ADDRESS THIS NEW
PROVISION IN. ORDER TO RECEIVE FUNDING UNDER .
THIS PROGRAM.

{If this program is a State-formula grant program, a State.
needs ta provide this description only. for projects or .

activities. that it carries out with, funds reserved for State-level

uses. In addition, local school districts or other eligible.
applicants that apply to the State for funding need to provide
this description in their applications ta the State for funding..
The State would be respansible for ensuring that the school .
district or other local entity has submitted a sufficient..
section 427 statement as described below.)

What Does This Provision Require?

Section 427 requires. each applicant for. funds. {other than an.
individual person) to include in its. application a description..
of the steps.the. applicant proposes to take tc ensure
equitable access to, and participation in, its .
Federally-assisted program for. students, teachers, and..
other program beneficiaries with special needs. . This.
pravision allows applicants discretion in developing the.
required description.. The. statute highlights six types. of
parriers that can impede equitable access. or. participation:.
gender, race, national arigin, color, disability, or age. .
Based on local circumstances, you shaould determine.
whether these or. other barriers. may. prevent your students,
teachers, etc. fram such access or participation in, the
Federally-funded project or. activity. . The description in. your .
application of steps to be taken to overcome these barriers
need not be lengthy; you may provide. a clear and succinct

description of how. you plan to address those barriers that are
applicable to your circumstances. . In addition. the information
may be provided in a single narrative, or it appropriate, may.
be discussed in connection with related topics in the
application.

Section 427 is not intended to duplicate the requirements of
civil rights statutes, but rather to ensure that, in designing
their projects, applicants for Federal funds. address equity
concerns that may. affect the ahility of certain potential
beneficiaries to fully participate in the project and to achieve
to high standards. Consistent with program requirements and
its approved application, an applicant may use the Federal
funds awarded to it to eliminate barriers it identifies.

What are Examples of How an Applicant Might Satisfy the
Requirement of This Provision?

The following examples may help illustrate how an applicant
may comply with Section 427.

{1} An applicant that proposes to carry out an adult literacy
preject serving, ameng others, adults with limited English
proficiency, might describe in its. application how it intends to
distribute a brochure about the proposed project to such
potential participants in their native language.

{2} An applicant that proposes. to develop instructional
materials. for. classroom. use might describe how. it will make
the. materials available on audio tape or in braille for. students.
who. are blind.

{3} An applicant that proposes to carry out a model science .

program for secondary. students and is concerned that girls .
may be less likely than boys to enroll in the course, might
indicate how it intends to conduct "outreach” efforts to. girls,
to encourage their enroliment.

We recagnize that many applicants may already be
implementing effective steps to ensure equity of
access and participation in their grant programs, and
we appreciate your cooperation. in responding to the.
requirements of this provision.

Estimated Burden Statement for GEPA Requirements

According ta the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1985, no persons are required to respond to a collection of information unless such
collection displays a valid CMB control number. Public reporting burden for this collection of information is estimated to average.
1.5 hours per response, including time for reviewing instructions, searching existing data sources, gathering and maintaining the
data needed, and completing and reviewing the. collection of information. The obligation to respond to this collection is required to
obtain or. retain benefit {Public Law. 103-382). . Send comments regarding the burden estimate. or any other aspect of this collection
of information, including suggestions for reducing this burden, to the U.S. Department of Education, 400 Maryland Ave., SW,
Washington, DC  20210-4537 or email ICDocketMgr@ed.gov and reference the QMB Caontrol Number. 1894-0005.

Optional - You may attach 1 file to this page.

VTZLETEZANSTONZEZA odf

‘ Delete Attachmentl View Attachment

PR/Award # 54138150008
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Vermont PDG-Expansion Application for Funding (CFDA 84.419B)-ED GEPA427 Form
Pagc |

ED GEPA427 Form

All activities under the Vermont PDG-Expansion grant will conform to relevant state and
federal regulatory requirements, and local, state and federal rulemaking, that ensure equitable
access 1o, and participation in, programs for students, teachers and other program beneficiaries
with spectal nceds. This will include all six types of barriers highlighted in the General
Provisions Education Act (GEPA): gender, race, national origin, color, disability and age. 1t will
also include scxual oricntation.

All Vermont state agencics arc commuitted to a policy of cqual opportunity cmployment..
Policies and practices prohibil discritmination on the basis of race, color, religion, ancestry,
national origin, sex, sexual orientation (as provided by 21 V.S.A. .495), place of birth, age, or
physical or mental condition (a person with a qualifying disability) in all employment practices.
In recruiting project staff and participating teachers, every effort will be made to encourage.
cmployment of pcople traditionally underrepresented.

In Vermont, more than 73% of preschool children with disabilitics participate in inclusive
carly lcarning and devclopment programs with typically developing peers. The Vermont Ageney
of Education Part B Annual Performance Report (2012) states that 73.68% - or 1,349 of the total
population of 1,831 children age three to five with IEPs in. Vermont - attended a regular early
childhood program and received the majority of special education and related services in the
regular early childhood program. This 1s a 2.10% increase from 2011, and exceeds Vermont’s,
target for this indicator of 71.78%. Only 4.81% - or 88 of the total population of 1,831 children
agc three to five with 1EPs - attended a scparate special cducation class, scparate school or
residential facility. This is a 1.58% decrcase from 2011 and exceeds Vermont’s target for this
indicator of 6.19%.

Vermont has a varicty of programs and structures in placc that provide culturally and
linguistically appropriatc outrcach and communication rclated to carly lcarning and development
programs. .

The Vermont Early Childhood Action Plan, in Resultl #3, targets cultural and linguistic
competence as a key goal. It articulates a variety of specific action steps to build increased

cultural and linguistic competency into workforce development activities.

PR/Award & 541381500308
Page 10



Vermont PDG-Expansion Application for Funding (CFDA 84.419B)-ED GEPA427 Form
Pagc 2

In rural communities, neighbors and local service providers know where isolated famlies
live. Vermont will ensure outreach to isolated or hard-to-reach families through its extensive
network of local pariners including LEAs and Head Start programs.

Vermont received a LAUNCIIT (Linking Actions for Unmet Needs in Children’s Tlcalth)
grant from the federal Substance Abusc and Mental [ealth Scrvices Administration (SAMITSA)
in 2012. A cellaboration between Vermont Department of Health and the Building Bright
Futures Council to enhance the quality and availability of existing programs and scrvices for
children birth through eight, Vermont’s Project LAUNCH is being piloted in Chittenden County,
which includes Vermont’s most concentrated areas of diversity. The project has built a strong
partnership among community partners in the Chittenden region working together to employ
innovative cross sector strategies to engage and support families that are New Americans and
others of diverse cultural backgrounds..

Vermont’s LEAs — supervisory unions and supervisory districts — and tHcead Start programs
arc. subgrantees under this application. . Public schools provide outrcach and scrvices to
linguistically and culturally diverse children and familics, including in our statc preschool
program. Examples include the provision of licensed ESL (English as a Second Language)
teachers, translators and culturally sensitive and responsible curricula. Targeted family
engagement activities and community events are provided to culturally and linguistically diverse
families. These activities are in addition to the daily check-ins and regular meetings scheduled
with all familics of children enrolled in the public school based PreK classcs.

In a rural state like Vermont, local community partners arc eritical to disseminating
information and outrcach for new and cxisting initiatives.  All of these partners provide scrvices
in culturally and linguistically appropriatc manncr, or assurc appropriate rcferrals.

Vermont has seven federally funded Head Start programs serving children and families hiving
in poverty across the state. All seven Head Start programs will be subgrantees under the PDG-
Expansion grant. All seven Head Start programs engage parents in governance decisions through
parental participation on Policy Councils. This includes cultural and hnguistic competence.

At Icast ten percent (10%) of the total numbcer of children actually enroll by cach 1lcad Start
grantcc must consist of children with disabilitics who arc determined to be cligible for special

cducation and related services.
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As part of their activities in Professional Learning Communities, subgrantees will be
encouraged to create diverse leadership and will also be encouraged to identify and work with
local stakeholders who have expertise in the cultural strengths, challenges, and needs in their
communitics. This would includc, among others, military familics, refugeces from a varicty of

countrics, migrant familics, LGBQ familics and youth, and rural youth.
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Abstract

The state of Vermont requests § (B)4) in Prcschool Development Grants-Expansion

Grant (PDG-Expansion) first year funds for the Vermont PDG-Expansion Initiative (the Program
or Projcct), an ambitious but achicvable plan including 498 new PreK slots and improving 795
existing slots for low-income four-year-olds in the first year of funding. These 1,293 PreK slots
represents an cxpansion of access to a total of 49.90% of Vermont’s cligible four-ycar-olds. By
the end of the fourth year of funding, this number will rise to. 1,818 or 70.17% of eligible four-
ycar-olds statewide. .

The portion of funds for administrative purposes {5%) will be used to hire Program and
Fiscal Managcrs who will manage the PDG-Expansion implementation statewidc; to fund a
contract for external program evaluation; and limited expenses relating to travel and equipment.

The Grant Coordinator {who will scrve as the program manager) will also provide technical
assistance 1o subgrantees and facilitate and support a Professional Learning Community. to
cnable subgrantces to sharc best practices, collaborate on training and professional development
and support each other in developing high-quality preschool programs. This specific assistance
was rcquested by the subgrantees during the proposal development process. The Fiscal Manager
will provide technical assistance to subgrantees Lo properly braid various funding streams to
cnhancc the sustainability of their PreK programs. .

Private philanthropic dollars - part ot‘Vemlonl’s.@/u maich of requesied funds — will
support mentoring to incrcase the number of licensed carly education tcachers in Vermont,

Vermont has defined “high-needs communities™ as Supervisory Unions (SUs) and
Supervisory Districts (SDs) (LEAs) that have 25% or morc of their children at or below 200% of
the Federal Poverly Level (FPL). A total of 33 subgrantees (all seven of Vermont’s Head Start
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programs and 26 of Vermont’s Supervisory Unions and Districts) in approxitnately. 150 high-
needs communitics statcwide have formally agreed to participate. Thus, Vermont’s PDG-
Expansion project will have statewide reach.

Proposcd Program outcomces will target children, familics, and high-quality preschool
programs.

Vermont has demonstrated a strong and enduring commitment to the carly learning and
development of young children and a record of accomplishment in providing high-quality early
lcarning programs, and othcr programs and scrvices, for children from birth to age five. Yet,
work remains to be done. Vermont ranks high in access but does fully achieve the quality
dcfincd as high quality preschool programs (I1IQPP), and that quality varics across mdividual
programs in a mixed delivery model. Act 166, Vermont’s universal PreK legislation, has been
cnacted but is primarily focused on access and. cquity. With universal voluntary access achicved,
increasing quality and dosage in the state preschool program for four-year-olds under 200% FPL
will be significantly accclerated with the resources requested in this proposal. This will help to

close the achievement gap for poor children.
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Abstract

(b)(4)

The state of Vermont requests $ in Preschool Development Grants-Expansion

Grant (PDG-Expansion) first year funds for the Vermont PDG-Expansion Initiative (the Program
or Project), an ambitious but achievable plan including 498 new PreK slots and improving 795
cxisting slots for low-income four-ycar-olds in the first ycar of funding. Thesc 1,293 PreK slots
represents an expansion of access to a total of 49.90% of Vermont’s eligible four-year-olds. By
the end of the fourth year of funding, this numbcer will rise to 1,818 or 70.17% of cligible four-
year-olds statewide.

The portion of funds for administrative purposcs {5%) will be used to hirc Program and
Fiscal Managers who will manage the PDG-Expansion implementation statewide; to fund a
contract for external program cvaluation; and limited expenses relating to travel and cquipment.

The Grant Coordmator (who will serve as the program manager) will also provide technical
assistance to subgrantees and facilitate and support a Professional Learning Community to
enable subgrantees to share best practices, collaborate on training and professional development
and support cach othcr in developing high-quality preschool programs. This specific assistance
was requested by the subgrantees during the proposal development process. The Fiscal Manager
will provide technical assistance to subgrantcces to properly braid various funding strcams to
enhance the sustainability of their PreK programs.

Private philanthropic dollars - part of Vermont’s /0 match of requested funds — will
support mentoring Lo increase the number of licensed early education teachers in Vertmont.

Vermont has defined “high-nceds communitics™ as Supervisory Unions (SUs) and
Supervisory Districts (SDs) (LEAs) that have 25% or more. of their children at or below 200% of

the Federal Poverty Level (FPL). A total of 33 subgrantees {(all seven of Vermont’s 1cad Start
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programs and 26 of Vermont’s Supervisory Unions and Districts) in approxitately 150 high-
nceds communitics statewide have formally agreed to participate. Thus, Vermont’s PDG-
Expansion project will have statewide reach.

Proposcd Program outcomces will target children, familics, and high-quality preschool
prograis..

Vermont has demonstrated a strong and enduring commitment to the carly learning and
development of young children and a record of accomplishment in providing high-quality early
lcarning programs, and other programs and scrvices, for children from birth to age five. Yet,
work remains to be done. Vermont ranks high in access but does fully achieve the quality
dcfincd as high quality preschool programs (I1QPP), and that quality varics across mdividual
programs. in a mixed delivery model. Act 166, Vermont’s universal PreK legislation, has been
enacted but is primarily focused on access and cquity. With universal voluntary access achicved,
increasing quality and dosage in the state preschool program for four-year-olds under 200% FPL
will be significantly accclerated with the resources requested in this proposal. This will help to

close the achievement gap for poor children.
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A. Executive Summary

Al. How the project will build on the state’s progress to date.

The statc of Vermont has demonstrated a strong and enduring commitment to the carly

learning and development of young children and a record. of accomplishment in providing high-

quality early learning programs, and other programs and services, for children from birth to age

5.

Vermont is onc of only three states plus the District of Columbia providing and funding
universal prekindergarten (PreK) to all four-year-olds (Allen, 2014). States such as
(Gceorgia and New York arc described as having a universal PreK program, but statc.
funding in these states ts insufficicnt to scrve all cligible children (Allen, 2014).
Vermont ranks second (after the District of Columbia) in access for three-year-olds,
(Barnett, ct al., 2013). Most statcs primarily provide PreK only for at-risk four-year-olds
(and. only scrve other three- and four-year-olds who qualify for special cducation
SCrvices).

Through Vermont’s Act 166 (scc B3, page 23) there 1s no mcans testing for PreK and. all
of Vermont’s school districts must provide PreK funding for all three-, four-, and. five-
year-olds (not enrolled in kindergarten).

Vermont 1s ong of only three states and the District of Columbia that serve morce than
70% of their siale’s four-year-olds with PreK programs, in spite of an “unprecedented”
downward trend in enrollment totals nationwide (Barnett, et al., 2013).

Vermont ranks fourth in the nation in PreK access for four-year-olds (Barnctt, ¢t al.,
2013).

Vermont is focused on increasing capacity of its high quality carly Icarning and
development programs (ELDP} an outcome advanced in many of the projects funded
through its Race to the Top-Early Learning Challenge (RTT-ELC) grant. Vermont’s
preschool program mandates a mixed dclivery modcl creating strong partnerships
between local education agencics and private providers.  (Sce A4, page 10).

The level of inclusion of children with disabilities in PreK is very high in Vermont (see
B4, page 35) and there is significant income diversity among participating children (sce

E7, pagc 118).
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* The teacher licensure standard in Vermont’s state preschool program includes an
endorsement in early childhood education or in early childhood special education. This
standard is higher than that established under the requirements for the PDG-Expansion
RFP in that Vermont requires not only an undergraduate degree but also educator
licensure,

¢  Vermont’s Ready Kindergarten Survey (RKS) is one of the sirengths of Vermont’s early
childhood statewide asscssment system. . Since 2000, Vermont has gathered information
on the readiness of children entering kindergarten by annually surveying all kindergarten
teachers about the “readiness” of their students within the first six to ten weeks of school
(scc 3, page 80).

*  Vermont’s TQRIS, Vermont STARS, is robust (sce C2a, page 65).

*  Vermont requires state-funded PreK providers to braid (rather than blend) Act 166 state-
funded PreK, federal Head Start, and Title I funding strcams. This involves using a cost
allocation approach similar (o that required of all Head Start programs with a major
caveat that the first 10 hours per week of PreK education but must be paid for with Act
166 dollars.

*  Systems for providing supports for children birth through age five and their familics are
robust and well coordinated (see BS, page 54).

* For the sccond year in a row, Vermont ranks sccond among the 50 statcs 1n the overall
well-being of its children (KidsCount, 2014). It ranks eighth overall for economic well-
being, third overall for education, sixth overall for health, and third overall for the
strength of its familics and communitics. Walletlub (2014) ranked Vermont first among
U.S. states as the best in which to have a baby.

Yct, work remains to be done. .

* Lessened outcomes for children and barriers to access to PreK are linked to low-income
and rurality (scc D2, pagc 97). Childhood poverty has risen 25% in Vermont since 2007
(KidsCount, 2014). .

*  Vermont’s Act 166 (sce B3, page 23) funds part-time (10 hours per weck) PreK free of
charge to all four-year-olds in Vermont and established minimum quality standards. This
state preschool program, though indicative of a major commitment to early education as

part of the K-12 system, does not meet the qualily standards defined for a HQPP in the
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PDG-Expansions RFP. Funding through this application would enable Vermont to
significantly improve SPP services for low-income children in our state (see D4, page
108).

¢ Act 166 also requires monitoring and developmentally appropriate curriculum aligned
with Vermont’s Early Learning Standards (VELS). Using funds from its Racc to the
Top-Early Learning Challenge (RTT-ELC) grant, Vermont proposcs to implement a
robust PrcK monitoring system that includes the 33 subgrantees tunded through this
application in the first wave of included programs (scc C2, page 62).

*  PrcK in Vermont 1s voluntary. Approximately 10% or morc of Vermont’s children arrive
for Kindcrgarten without prior participation in Vermont’s PrcK system. Philanthropic
dollars will be used for outreach to identify and enroll Eligible Children in HQPP as a
part of this proposal.

*  In2012-2013, Vermont mct only four out of 10 National Institute for Early Education
Research (NIEER) (Barnett, et al., 2013} benchmarks for PreK program guality. These
four benchmarks consist of comprehensive early learning standards, at least fifteen hours
per year of teacher in-service, class sizes of 20 or lower, and staff to child ratios of 1:10
ot better. Work identificd in this proposal will help Vermont mect additional quality
benchmarks and create a state preschool program ranked among the best in the nation for
both access and quality.

* Acts 62 and 166 have created an increased demand for licensed early childhood teachers
in Vermont. Private philanthropic dollars have been obtained to fund a program to
provide mentoring and support from highly qualificd childhood cducators to
provisionally licensed early childhood educators in community early learning and
development programs across the state. These mentors will also work with provisionally
licensed educators to ensure they complete the work required to become fully licensed
within two years.  The goal of this mentoring program is to increase the supply of
qualificd carly childhood tcachers in Vermont.

Funding through this PDG-Expansion grant will cnable Vermont to build on its existing

rccord of success, and improvements currently being implemented through 1ts Race to the Top-
Early Lecarning Challenge (RTT-ELC) grant and other funds, to further improve its quality and

expand access to high-quality early learning and development programs.
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Vermont’s recent governors — particularly the current governor, Peter Shumlin — have made
major commitmenis to Vermont's children. Governor Shumlin stated in 2013 in his Second
Inaugural Address:

The evidence is overwhelming: the carlicr we invest in our children, the healthicr,
morc productive lives they will have. Taxpaycrs win too, since cvery dollar we
invest in carly childhood cducation saves scven dollars in the future.

Vermont defines carly childhood as a critical period of life beginning at birth but also with an
emphasis on healthy pregnancy, and continuing through third grade. We view early childhood
learning and development as multi-dimensional and understand these dimensions are
intertwined. We prioritize a unified approach that addresses the relationship among all domains
of development and strives to integrate the diversity of programs, services and supports that
surround young children and their families in our communitics. We target resources and
investments to promote resiliency, build protective factors and reducc achicvement gaps for
children with high neceds. .

NIEER’s Statc Preschool Ycarbook (Barmctt, ¢t al., 2013) summarizes Vermont’s historical
commitment to early education, prior to the passage this year of Act 166, Vermont’s universal
PreK legislation (see B3, page 23):

The Vermont Early Education Initiative {EEI) was established in law in 1987 as
an annual competilive grant program to finance early education opportunities for
at-risk 3- to S-ycar-olds. Eligible children must meet onc of the following critcria:
family income below 185 percent of the federal poverty level, a developmental
dclay, limited English proficiency, a history of mistrcatment or neglect, or social
isolation. EEI grant proposals must be from partnerships of at Icast onc school
district and one community early care and education program; either partner may
be the grantee. Over the past few years, EEI financial support has remained
relatively constani. EEI is not the state’s designed PreK program; however,
because EEI funds can be used to provide preschool education services 1o 3- and

4-ycar-olds, 1t 1s included as a program in this report.

Vermont cstablished its designated preschool program in 2003, 1t allows school

districts to subsidize PrcK cducation by including 3-to S-ycar-olds in their school
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census. Initially called the Publicly Funded PreK using Average Daily
Memberships (PFP-ADM), the program underwent significant changes in 2007,
with the passage of Vermont PreK Education-Act 62. Before 2007 local education
agencics could include 3- to S-ycar-olds in their school census, but there were fow
policics for implementing scrvices. Under Act 62, PrcK programs arc supported
through the statc’s Education Fund in the same way K—12 cducation 1s funded.
Child cnrollment 1s voluntary, and districts arc not required to provide the
program, though roughly 80 percent of Vermont’s local education agencies
(LEAs) are able to provide it through an arrangement of school-based programs
and partnerships with private family-based or center- based providers, private
preschools, and/or with Head Start programs. “Publicly funded PreK education” is
dcfined in Act 62 as 6 to 10 hours per week of preschool education services for
children ages 3 to 5 and “full-time” PreK is 10 hours per week during the school
ycar, Public schools may contract with other preschool providers, including Head
Start agencics and family child carc homes for service provision, and private child
care to provide PreK. The state originally limited the number of PreK children a
district could count in its school census, but limitations were lified in all towns

effective in the 2011-2012 school year.

Since the 2008-2009 school year, Act 62 programs opcrating in nonpublic
locations require one teacher per center to have a ECE or ECSE [carly childhood
cducation or carly childhood special cducation] license, rather than requiring one
such tcacher in cach preschool classroom. Most classrooms, however, do have a
lead teacher with a BA and early childhood or early childhood special educator
license, in both the public and private settings. Act 62 requires all PreK programs,
including those operated by public schools, to attain at least 4 out of 5 stars in
Vermont’s Step Ahead Recognition Sysiems (STARS), Vermont’s quality rating
system, or to hold NAEYC accrcditation. Both EEI and Act 62 usc Tcaching
Stratcgics GOLD to track child outcomes.
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Act 166, Vermont’s universal PreK legislation, requires school districts to provide access
through prequalified PreK programs operated by a public school, Head Start or a private provider
for 10 hours a week, 35 weeks a year, for all Vermont three, four, and five-year-olds not enrolled

in kindergarten. The bill applies to enrollments beginning on July 1, 2015 (scc B3, page 23).

3-YEAR-OLDS 4-YEAR-OLDS

M Pre-K Head Start Special Ed™ M Other/None

T =nis is an estimate of children in special educaticn
~ho are nat errollea in state-funaed pre-K ar Heaa Start.

Figure 1: Vermont PreK and Head Start Enrollment as Percentage of Total Population of 3- and 4-Ycar-Olds
{Barnett, ct al., 2013)

Data presented throughout this application, in sclection criteria B and clsewhere, suggest a
rccord of accomplishments in Vermont in carly Icarning and development (ELD). These data
support Vermont's ambitious but achicvable plan to cxpand ELD scrvices to morc Vermont low-

income four-year-olds and their families..
A2, Provide high-quality preschool programs in two or more high-need communities

Through PDG-Expansion funds, Vermont will provide high-quality preschool programs in
approximately 150 high-need communities through its 33 subgrantees.. .

In a white paper on poverty in Vermont, Blalock and Lumbert (2010) noted that one of the
key differences between patterns of poverty m Vermont and 1n the United States as a wholc is
that individuals in dcep poverty in the state “live in much more rural arcas.” Because 1t 18 onc of
the most rural statcs in the country, poverty in Vermont exists in pockcets scattered throughout its

gcography rather than being concentrated 1n urban and suburban cnvironments.
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To reflect the scatlered nature of poverty in the state, Vermont has defined “high need
communities” as Supervisory Unions (SUs) and Supervisory Districts (SDs) that have 25% of
their children at or below 200% of the Federal Poverty Level (FPL). There are 64 SUs and SDs
in Vermont. All (100%) of Vermont’s SDs and SUs arc high needs communitics as dcfined
abovc. (Sce D1, page 84).

In Vermont, there are three forms of public authoritics Iegally constituted for the
administrative control and dircction of public clementary and sccondary schools. These arc
“Supervisory Unions” (SUs} and “Supervisory Districts” (SDs), and within them, *“school
districts.” {Vermont Gen. Laws ¢ch 16 V.S A, § 11, no date). .

A “Supervisory Union™ is an administrative, planning, and educational service unit created
by the state board under section 261 of Title 16, which consists of two or more school districts; if
the context clearly allows, the term may also include a supervisory district.

A “Supcrvisory Distriet” 1s a supervisory union that consists of only onc school district,
which may be a unified union district.

A “School District™ is a town school district, union school district, interstate school district,
city school district, unified union district, and incorporated school district, each of which 1s
governed by a publicly elected board. Vermont currently has 251 school districts.

The subgrantees in these high needs communities (see D1, page 84) will be LEAs
(Supervisory Unions (SU) and Supervisory Disiricts (SD)) and Head Start programs. These
subgrantees will provide TTQPP services directly and also through partnerships with prequalificd

prckindergarten education programs.

A3. Increase the number and percentage of eligible children served in high-quality

preschool programs

Through PDG Expansion funding, Vertmont would increase the number and percentage of
eligible children served in high-quality preschool programs (see G1, page 155) to 70.14% of all

eligible four-year-olds statewide by the end of year four.
A4, Characteristics of high-quality preschool programs

Vermont’s offerings will fully conform to, and in some respects exceed, the definition of
high-quality preschool programs as defined in the Preschool Development Grants-Expansion

Grants Application for Initial Funding (scc B4, page 35).
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Public PreK i Vermont is a mixed delivery model. Various types of programs use different
curricula and have different philosophical approaches. However, under Act 166 (see B3, page
23), and the previous Act 62 (see B3, page 23), all progratns must meet the same program
standards, child carc licensing regulations, staff qualifications, and cnsurc that their programs
align with Vermont’s Early Learning Standards (VELS) (scc B1, page 17). Act 166 in particular,
which beecomes fully operational on July 1, 2015, mandatcs “dcvelopmentally appropriate carly
development and Icarning expericnces based on Vermont’s carly lcarning standards.™ It
prequalifies both public and private providers based on minimum quality standards, and requires
adherence to evidence-based practices that “create a developmentally appropriate environment
and support the delivery of an engaging program that support the social, emotional, intellectual,
language, literacy, and physical development of PreK children.”

Act 166, Vermont’'s universal PreK lcgislation, 1s primarily focused on access and cquity.
Act 166 did not incrcasc quality standards but it did include an intent to address increasing
quality by instructing the Vermont AOE and ATIS to review existing standards and recommend
changces by 2016 *designed to cnsurc that programs arc bascd on intentional, cvidence-bascd
practices that create a developmentally appropriate environment and support the delivery of an
engaging program that supports the social, emotional, intellectual, language, literacy and
physical development of PreK children.” With universal voluntary access achieved, increasing
quality and dosage in the state preschool program will be exponentially accelerated with the
resources requested. in this proposal.

Of the 12 structural ¢lements identificd in the PDG-Expansion REFP as cnsuring program
quality as defined in a ITQPP, Vermont’s current state preschool program requires or fully.
incorporates five, approaches or substantially includes five move, and plans to fully incorporatc
the two remaining elements mnto the HQPP created through funding from this proposal. For a

longer discussion of quality standards (see B4, page 35).
AS, Set expectations for school readiness.

The Vermont Early Learning Standards: Guiding the Development and Learning of Children
Entering Kindergarten (VELS) (2003) (scc B1, page 17, and Appendix, page 390) articulate the
cxpectations for school rcadiness, and what three to five year olds know and can do. The VELS,
were informed by and aligned with Vermont's Framework of Standards and Learning

Opportunities (lcarning standards for K-12) and the Head Start Child Outcomes. Framework.
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These learning standards are based on a set of principles that view the child holistically and
developmentally, include readiness domains, and recognize the importance of play.

A recent analysis of Vermont’s Ready Kindergarten Survey (RKS), which aligns with VELS,
found a significant positivc corrclation between Vermont children cligible for frec or reduced
lunch who attended PreK and readincess for kindergarten (scc C3, page 80)..

Whilc the Ready Kindergartners Survey (KRS) has served Vermont well, there is some work
to be done to cnsurc that 1t reflects the latest rescarch on predictors of school success and to
verify that it is appropriate for all subgroups of kindergartners. The methods currently used to
collect the readiness data need to be improved so that kindergarten teachers can easily and
securely submit child level ratings that include children’s identifying information. Further,
kindergarten teachers need to engage in professional development experiences to assure
rcliability and that they know how to interpret the data to usc it to inform their instruction.

Using RTT-ELC funds, Vermont is contracting with a consultant to ercate two intcractive c-
lecarning modules and a onc-credit course on the enhanced RKS. Vermont is also contracting

with a national rescarch group to analyzc the results of the enhanced RKS pilot.
A6. Supported by a broad group of stakeholders

As evidenced by the letters of support and MOUs appended to this application (see
Appendix, page 69), there 1s substantial support among a broad group of stakeholders for
Vermont’s ambitious and achievable plan for expanding access to high-quality preschool
programs as proposcd in this application.

The Funders Collaborative, a consortium of privatc philanthropists, has invested millions of
privatc dollars both individually and collectively into carly learning and development in
Vermont. Collaborative projects include the Vermont Community Preschool Collaborative
(VCPC), which has invested over $2M in efforts to ensure universal access to high-quality PreK
since 2005. The recently launched Birth Through Three Project has assembled over $1M from a
range of private and corporate foundations to impact developmentally beneficial services for
younger children over the next several years (see E9, page 121). These funders provided support
to the development of this proposal..

The Permanent Fund, Vermont Business Roundtable, Vermont Businesses for Social
Responsibility, Vermont Community Loan Fund, Vermont Community Foundation, A.D.

ITenderson Foundation, and the Turrcll Foundation have all been highly supportive of carly
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childhood matters. They have funded imitiatives, advocaled for change, and in some cases have
lobbied for in support of early childhood legislation, such as Act 166.

Beyond the subgrantees documented through MOUSs in the Appendix to this application (see
page 120), many additional LEAs indicated interest in and support for this proposal cven though
many wcre not ready. to participate at this time.

The Vermont Statc Board of Education and Building Bright Futurcs, the state’s carly
childhood council for carly care, health and cducation, arc fully supportive of this proposal and

helped in outreach to recruit partners.
A7. Allocate funds between:
A7a. . state infrastructure

As cvidenced by the budget and budget justification, no morc than_ of the proposed
funding will be used for state infrastructure throughout the four years of the proposed grant

period (also see C1, page 61). In fact, Vermont will spend closer to.lﬂ%.

A7b. Subgrants to early learning providers.

A7b1. Will deliver high-quality preschool programs fo eligibie children no later than the end of
year one of the grant period.

As evidenced by the project timeline (see Table 1 below), the delivery of high-quality.
preschool programs to eligible children will commence during the first year of the grant period in

the 2015-2016 school year that coincides with the date for full implementation of Act 166.

Table 1: Vermont PDG-Expansion. Grant Project Timeline, Year One

Q2 Q3 Q4

Ilire Project Manager & Fiscal Manager

Managers & inter-agency team mect with subgrantees to negotiate & exceute
MOUs

Subgrantee stralegic plans and budgels developed and approved

Contracl with external evaluator,

Qutreach and recruitment for PreK new and improved slots

B P A P

PRSP
EIEIE

Recruit, train and deploy. (eacher mentors to increase the number of lully.
licensed teachers

Begin delivery of services (September, 2015) . . X

A7b2 Y7 Vo subgrantees

As evidenced by the budget and budget justification, at least ) of the proposed funding

will be allocated to subgrantees for the delivery of services as deseribed in this application.
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A7b3. State must support subgrantees to provide culturally and linguistically appropriate

outreach and conpmunication to encourage envoliment.

Vermont has a varicty of programs and structurcs in place that provide culturally and
linguistically appropriate outreach and communication related to ELD.

The Vermont Early Childhood Action Plan, in Result #3, targets cultural and linguistic as a
key goal. It articulates a variety of specific action steps to build increased cultural and linguistic
competency into workforce development activities.

In rural communitics, ncighbors and local scrvice providers know where isolated familics
live. Vermont will ensurc outrcach to isolated or hard-to-rcach familics through its cxtensive
nctwork of local partners including LEAs and Head Start programs.

Vermont received a LAUNCIIT (Linking Actions for Unmet Needs in Children’s Tlcalth)
grant from the federal Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration (SAMHSA)
in 2012. A collaboration between Vermont Department of Health and the Building Bright
Futures Council to enhance the quality and availability of existing programs and services for
children birth through eight, Vermont’s Project LAUNCH is being piloted in Chittenden County,
which includes Vermont’s most concentrated arcas of diversity, The project has built a strong
partncrship among community partners in the Chittenden region working together to employ
Innovative cross scctor stratcgics to engage and support familics that arc New Americans and
others of diverse cultural backgrounds.

Public Schools. Public schools provide outreach and services to linguistically and culturally
diverse children and families, including in our state preschool program. Examples include the
provision of licensed ESL (English as a Second Language) teachers, translators and culturally
sensitive and responsible curricula. Targeted family engagement activities and community events
arc provided to culturally and linguistically diverse familics arc provided. These activitics arg 1n
addition to the daily check-1ns and regular meetings scheduled with all familics of children
cnrolled in the public school based PreK classcs.

In a rural state like Vermont, local community partners arc critical to disscminating
information and outreach for new and existing initiatives. All of these partners provide services
in culturally and linguistically appropriate manner, or assure appropriate referrals.

Early Head Start & [Head Start. Vermont has seven federally funded Head Start programs

serving children and families living in poverly across the state. All seven Head Start programs
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will be subgrantees under the PDG-Expansion grant. Four of the seven are also Early Head Start
programs. Thus, these four organizations provide continuity of high-quality, inclusive early
learning and development services for young children from birth o age 5. All seven Head Start
programs cngagc parcnts in governance deeisions through parental participation on Policy
Councils rcgarding the Tlcad Start program’s opcerations and provision of comprchensive
cducation, health, nutrition, and family support services. This includes cultural and linguistic
compcetence,

At least ten percent (10%) of the total number of children actually enroll by each Head Start
grantee must consist of children with disabilities who are determined to be eligible for special
education and related services, or early intervention services, as appropriate, as determined under
the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) by the state or local agency providing
scrvices under Scetion 619 or Part C of IDEA. During the 2013-2014 program ycar, 21 pcreent
of children served by Tlcad Start programs in Vermont were identificd as having a disability and
had an Individualized Education Plan, and 96 pcreent of thosc identificd to be cligible for special
cducation and rclated scrvices during their enrollment in Head Start reccived these services
according to the 2013-2014 Head Start PIR. Historic and recent federal monitoring reviews yield
very high levels of compliance with the Head Start Act and the {lead Start Program
Performance Standards and Other Regulations. These Head Start programs are leaders
regionally and nationally in achieving results in health, school readiness and increased protective
factors for the children and familics they serve.

Parent Child Centers (PCC)/Parent Child Centers Network (PCCN) arc funded by
legislative appropriation since 1988 and arc established in statute. They arc unique to Vermont,
Vermont’s fifteen (15) Parent Child Centers form a nctwork of community-based, non-profit
organizations open to all families and children of Vermont, with a special focus on families with
young children, young parents, and pregnant and parenting teens. Parent Child Centers are all
independent nonprofit organizations, or programs within nonprofits. Parent Child Centers
provide a range of services and supports.

Community Child Care Support Agencies (CCCSAs) include 12 CCCASs located throughout
Vermont's fourteen countics. Each of these agencics is a member of Vermont Association for
Child Care Resource and Referral (VACCRRA), Vermont's child carce resource and referral

nctwork.
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The Vermont Family Network (VFN) promotes health, education and well-being for all
children and families, with a focus on children and young adults with special needs. VFN ofters
support, services, and referrals for families with children with high needs and disabilities
including ASD and high-tech medical concerns. VFN is the state’s federally-funded Family-to-
Family Ilcalth Information Center (F2F-HIC) and Parent Traming Information Center (PTIC),
and 1s the national Family Voices Vermont chapter and Parent to Parent Program. Vermont
Family Network is a core partner in the Vermont Early Childhood Alliance (formerly Kids Arc
Priority One) and a member of the Vermont Coalition for Disability Rights (VCDR).

Building Bright Futures (BBF) (see B5, page 54) includes 12 regional early childhood
councils who monitor and improve their local systems of service delivery. These local councils,
contain broad local representation including parents, thus contributing to outreach and
communications, BBF Regional councils arc tasked in Act 166 with building capacity to provide
prequalitied PreK cducation in local communitics. They will incorporate building 11QPP
capacity into thosc ¢fforts,

Vermont Early Childhood Alliance 1s a statcwide coalition of individuals, organizations,
businesses and agencies from the private and public sectors dedicated to advocating for all of
Vermont's children during the early childhood years 1n the areas of learning, safety, health, and
food and economic security..

Also, a variety of online resources exist for Vermont’s parents. Outreach will be conducted to
assurc cleetronic dissemination of information on opportunitics for IIQPP available to parcents
through this grant, if awarded.

PDG-Expansion funds, if awarded, will extend Vermont’s current work to support familics
with diverse cultural & linguistic backgrounds and add to cxisting scrvices to support dual
language learners and their families. For example, betier coordination will be achieved among
providers and additional outreach will be conducted.

For details of outreach conducted during the development of this application, see D3, page

106.
A, Executive Summary — Evidence
* Table A (Required spreadsheets) (A3 and A7)

¢ Elements of high-quality preschool program (A4)
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o Actl 166 (see Appendix, page 185)
o Vermont Early Learning Standards (VELS), current and revised drafts (see
Appendix, page 390)
o VT STARS summary (scc Appendix, page 504)
¢ School readiness expectations (AS)
o  VELS (sce Appendix, page 390)
* Lellers of support (see Appendix, page 1, 28) (Ab)
* Other evidence:
o VELS (sce Appendix, page 390) (AS)
o Vermont’s Statewide Report on Kindergarten Readincess (sce Appendix, page
505) (A5)
o Act 166 (see Appendix 185) (Al)

B. Commitment te State Preschool Programs

B1. Early Learning and Development Standards

The Vermont Early Learning Standards (VELS) (2003) articulate the expectations for school
readiness, and what three to five year olds know and can do. The VELS were informed by and
aligned with Vermont's Framework of Standards and Learning Opportunities (1.e., learning
standards for K-12) and the IHead Start Child Outcomes Framework. These learning standards
arc bascd on a sct of principles that view the child holistically and. developmentally, include
rcadiness domains, and recognize the importance of play. A parents guide to VELS, Guiding
Your Child’s FEarly Learning, was publishced in 2006 and disscminated through a range of carly
childhood agencics and providers as well as online. VELS has been incorporated 1n various state
policies, including Vermont’s state preschool program laws, Acts 62 and 166. A summary of the
current VELS follows in Table 2.

Table 2: VELS Summary

Domain Learning Goals Definition
[. Approaches (o 1. Play 1. Children engage in play as a means to develop their
Learning 2. Curiosily individual approach to learning.
3. Persistence 2. Children demenstrate curiosity and a willingness to,
4, Self-organization participate in tasks and challenges..
5. Reasoning 3. Children demenstrate an increased ability 1o show
6. Application initiative, accept help, take risks. and work towards
completing tasks.
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Domain

Learning Goals

Definition

4. Children demonsiraie an increased abilily to establish
goals, develop and follow through with plans..

5. Children demonstrate an incrcased ability to identify,
evaluale and provide possible solutions Lo problems..

6. Children use their prior experiences, senses, and
knowledge to learn in new ways.

II. Social and Emotional
Development

1. Play

2. Self Concept

3. Self Control

4, Interactions with
Others

3.8ense of Community

1. Children use play as a vehicle to build relationships
and to develop an appreciation for their own abilities and
accomplishments,

2. Children demonstrate and express a pesitive awareness
of self and an awareness of limitations.

3. Children increase their capacity for self-control and to
deal with frustrations, and increase their awareness of
limitations,

4. Children develop successful relationships with other
members of their learning community.

5. Children increasingly demonstrate a sense of belonging
to the classroom/program, family and community.

M. Language, Literacy &
Communication

1. Play.

2. Listening and
Understanding
3. Specaking and
Communicaling
4. Vocabulary

5. Early Writing
6. Early Reading

la. Children engage in play as a means to develop their
receptive and expressive language skills,

1b. Children engage in play as a means to develop carly
reading and writing skills.

2. Children develop skills in listening and in
understanding language.

3. Children will use verbal and non-verbal language to
express and to communicale mformation.

4. Children will acquire and use new words to increasc
their understanding and. express ideas.

5. Children demonstrate an interest and ability in using
symbols to represent words and ideas.

6. Children demonstrale an mterest in phonemic and
phonological awareness; book knowledge and
appreciation; print awareness and concepts; and alphabet
knowledge.

V. Mathematics

1. Play.

2. Numbers and
Operations

3. (reometry and Spatial
Sense

4, Patterns and
Measurement

1. Children engage in play to develop and add to their
mathematical thinking and problem solving.

2. Children show interest and curiosity in counting and
grouping objects and numbers,

3. Children show an interest in recognizing and creating
shapes and an awareness of position in space.

4. Children show an interest in recognizing and creating
patterng, comparing, and measuring time and quantity.

V. Science

1. Play.

2. Scientific Knowledge
3. Scientific Skills and
Methods

1. Children engage in play as a means to develop their

scientitic skills,

2. Children learn about the development of the natural

and physical worlds..

3. Children begin Lo use scienlilic lools and methods to
learn about their world.

V1. Social Studies

1. Play

2. Spaces and Geography
3. People and [Tow They
Live

4. People and Their
Environment

5. People and the Past

1. Children engage in play as a means to develop an
understanding of social studies.

2. Children will demonstrate an understanding of and
appreciation for their physical environment.

3. Children shall demonstrate skills related o
understanding, communicalion, sharing. cooperation, and
parlicipation with others 1 a community..
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Domain

Learning Goals

Definition.

4. Children demonsirale an awareness of and appreciation
for the environmeni.

5. Children demonstrate an understanding of past cvents
and their connection to the present and fulure.

VII. Creative Expression

1. Play

2. Crealive Expression
3. Tools

4. Appreciation of the
Arts

1. Children engage in play as a means ol self expression
and creativily,

2. Children engage in individual or group activitics that
represent real-lile experiences, ideas, knowledge, leelings
and fantasy.

3. Children use a variety of tools and art media to
creatively express their ideas.

4. Children express interest in and begin to build a
knowledge base in the arts.

VTIT. Physical Health &
Development

1. Play

2. (iross Motor/ Large
Muscle

3. Fine Motor/ Small
Muscle

4. Senses

5. Healthy Habits

I. Children engage in play as a means to understand
healthy behavior and develop their physical bodies.

2. Children increasingly move their bodies in ways that
demonstrate

contrel, balance, and coordination.

3. Children use their fingers and hands in ways that
develop hand-eye

coordination, strength, control, and object manipulation.
4. Children increase theiv understanding of the usc of
their eyes, ears, fingers., nose, and mouth, and how the
senses work together.

5. Children begin to understand how daily activily and
healthy behavior promote overall personal health and
safcty.

In February 2012, a VELS Revision Committee was formed to begin the process of
researching, conceptualizing, and drafting revised VELS. The Committee included
administrators, carly childhood educators, consultants, and higher cducation faculty. The
rcvised VELS incorporate carly lcarning standards that represent the full carly childhood
devclopmental continuum, from infancy through gradc 3 (sce Table 3 below).

The propescd revised VELS expand and clarify Vermont’s current carly Icarning standards.
The updated VELS will articulate the development and learning expectations across the entire
Birth through Grade 3 continuum. The new VELS will be aligned with the Oftice of Head
Start’s HHead Start Child Development and Early Learning Framework and Revised Framework
Jfor Programs Serving Infants and Toddlers and Their Families. The Common Core State
Standards (CCSS) and the New Generation Science Standards (NGSS) are incorporated into the
ncw VELS and scrve as the standards for these content arcas for K-3. The proposcd standards
for the younger age groups in the CCSS and NGSS content arcas describe the foundational

knowledge and skills nceded. In these content arcas and in the other domains and subdomains, a
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progression of learning and development is articulated and the connections across the Birth
through Grade 3 continuum are evident.

The revised VELS (see Appendix, page 390} will be adopted at the end of 2014 and
disscminated during 2015. Through funds from RTT-ELC, Vermont was ablc to contract with
Catherine Scott-Little, a national expert in the development of state carly learning standards, to
work with the VELS Committce to create standards that are developmentally, culturally, and
linguistically appropriate for all children from Birth through Grade 3. With RTT-ELC funds,
Vermont is committed to not only disseminate the new VELS but to provide robust professional

development relating to them to assure appropriate implementation.

Table 3: Alignment of VELS & School Readiness Domains, Proposed Revised VELS

Domains of the proposed Vermont Alignment Essential Domains of School Readiness
Early Learning Standards

Communication: Language .
. Literacy - Language and Literacy
(Creative Expression)

Learning About the World:
. Mathematics - Cognition and General Knowledge

. Scicnee
Social Studies

Approaches to Learning -2 Approaches o Learning

Growing, Moving and Being [lealthy - Physical Well-Being and Molor
Development

Belonging, Social and Emotional > Social and Emotional Development

Development and Learning

B2. State’s financial investment

Vermont’s financial investment in early learning and development programs for the last four
fiscal years has been substantial (see Table 4 and Figure 2 below, and Table B in the required
sprcadshects). Figurc 2 shows increasing investments in the CC FAP to support participation of
children with high needs in high-quality child carc. Despite scrious budget constraints and
reductions 1n the difficult cconomic conditions of recent years, Vermont policymakers have not
wavered in their understanding of the importance of investments in carly Icarning and

development and have prioritized these investments in their budgets..

Table 4: Vermont Funding for ELD, 2011-2014.

Type of Investment Funding for Each of the Past Four Fiscal Years
2011 2012 2013 2014
State-funded preschool . {b)}(4)
Publicly Funded Prek
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Type of Investment Funding for Each of the Past Four Fiscal Years

2011 2012 2013 2014

State contributions to I[DEA Part C bY(4)

State contributions [or special education and
relaled services [or children with disabilities,
ages 3 through kindergarten entry,

Total State contributions to CCDF'

State match to CCDF

TANF spending on Early Learning and
Development Programsg.

Other State contributions,

Earlv Education Initiative Grants

Total State contributions

Child Care Financial Assistance Dollars Spent

(b)(4)

SFYICLT SFYZZIL SF¥ZCli SF¥2Zi3 SF¥ECL4

Figure 2: VT Child Care Financial Assistance Dollars Spent, 2010-2014

The Childcare Financial Assistance Program (CC FAP) 1s Vermont’s child carc subsidy
program undcr the Child Care and Development Fund (CCDF). Figure 3 details CC FAP dollars
spent in Vermont between 2011-2014. In 2010, Vermont invested BX@ }n new and re-purposcd

general funds and ®)}4) [n ARRA funds to implement reforms in the CC FAP and increase

funds available for subsidies. As a result, in January 2010, a revised sliding fee scale increased

the amount that a family could earn and still be eligible for subsidies and created slight increases

' Tolal State contributions (0. CCDF includes Maintenance of Effort (MOE). State Malch, and any. Siale
coniributions exceeding State MOE or Match.
?Include TANF transfers to CCDF as well as direct TANF spending on Early Learmning and Development Programs.
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in benefit levels for all families. Rates were increased for all providers and a new rate structure
was implemented that significantly raised tiered reimbursement rates for providers participating
in VT STARS (Vermont’s QRIS). These investments were built into the base of subsequent
annual statc budgets, despite the sunsct of federal support, and the administration and legislature
have approved annual incrcascs in CC FAP to keep the shiding fee scale current to annual FPL
adjustments and support increasing quality in ELDP serving subsidized children,

X (b) : :
As part of the CC FAP rcforms in 2010, §(4) |n general funds were sct aside to cstablish a

new competitive grant program for four- and five-star center-based ELDDP serving at least 24% of
subsidized children in their enrollment census who were willing to commit to comprehensive
child care services and implement strategies to build protective factors in families (see Section
E9 on p#). Strengthening Families Center grants were developed to ensure affordable access to
high-quality comprchensive carly carc and cducation programs for children, particularly infants
and toddlers, and familics challenged by cconomic instability and other environmental risk
factors. As part of Vermont’s RTT-ELC, this grant program was incrcascd to support morc
center bascd ELDP and is being expandced to include Family Child Care [omes — an investment
Vermont is committed to sustaining into the future.

In July 2013, Governor Shumlin announced a public-private partnership to enable

communities across the state to launch or expand publicly funded PreK programs. The state is

providing 4©  ltrom the Agency of Education to towns thatl want 1o creale or expand their
publically funded PrcK programs. An additional ﬂ(b)(‘j') 1s being provided by the Vermont
Community Preschool Collaborative (VCPC), a fund created and supported by the nonprofit

Permanent Fund for Vermont™s Children, to ensure more children have access to high-quality
programs.

The Funders Collaborative, a consortium of private philanthropists, has invested millions of
private dollars both individually and collectively into early learning and development in

Vermont. Collaborative projects include the Vermont Comimunity Preschool Collaborative

(VCPC), which has invested over § EEQ in efforts to ensure universal access to high-quality PreK

since 2003, The reeently launched Birth — 3 Project has asscmbled over EE’} from a rangc of

privatc and corporate foundations to impact developmentally beneficial scrvices for younger

children over the next several years (scc E9, page 121).
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The Permanent Fund, Vermont Business Roundtable, Vermont Businesses for Social
Responsibility, Vermont Community Loan Fund, Vermont Community Foundation, A.D.
Foundation, and the Turrell Foundation have all been highly supportive of early childhood
mattcrs. They have funded initiatives, advocated for change, and in some cascs have lobbied for
in support of carly childhood legislation, such as Act 166.

For a discussion of how thc availablc statc and private funding strcams will sustain the

initiatives proposed in this application, scc G3, page 155.
B3. Enacted and pending legislation, policies, and/or practices

Vermont’s ELD system is firmly established in legislation, policy and practice.

Over the past 20 years, Vermiont has sustained public commitment, investment, and
leadership related to early learning and development. Through the past three administrations,
shifting from a Democratic administration under Governor Howard Dcan, to a Republican
administration under Governor Jim Douglas and most recently back to Democratic
administration under Governor Peter Shumlin, Vermont’s governors and legislature have been
ahcad of the national curve in supporting innovation and reform in carly Icarning and
development and have invested state funds accordingly (see Table 5 below). Support for early
learning and development has become a Vermont value.

Vermont’s ambitious but achievable plan under this application, which projects increasing
HQPP slots by 1,818 by year four, in concert with the implementation of Act 166 (see below),

demonstrates Vermont’s commitment to increasing access to HQPP for cligible children,

Table 5: Summary of Example VT Legislation, Policies and Practices that Support ELD.

Activity Summary
Legislation
Act 166 Vermoent’s universal PreK legislation. Act 166

requires school districis lo. provide access through
prequalificd PreK programs operated by a public
school, ITead Start or a private provider for 10
hours a week, 35 weeks a year, for all Vermonl
three four, and five-year-olds not enrolled in
kindergarten. The bill applics to corollments,
beginning on July 1. 2015,

Act 62 The precursor to Act 166, Act 62, promoted
partnerships between school districts and existing
qualified communily programs, requires
community input prior to cstablishing or,
expanding PreK programs, and offers children
between the ages of three and five and their
familigs access to 6-10 hours per week of publicly.
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lunded PreK. Communities could decide whether
Lo oller PreK or not..

Act 66 In 2013, Acl 66 was passed. requiring higher

standards for home visiting programs. Regulations
were drafled in consultation with the Vermont
[Tlome Visiting Alliance, a group. ol providers,
business leaders, and agency personnel.

Act 60 & Act 68

These laws established Vermont's current public
school funding systern and the statewide,
Education Fund. In these laws, school districts.
were allowed 1o use public school Tunds to pay lor
PreK. Act 60 was a Vermont law. enacted in June,
1997 intended 1o achieve a lair balance of
cducational spending across school districts.
independent of the degree of prosperity within,
each district. The law was in response to.a
Vermont Supreme Court decision in which the
court ruled that Vermont’s then existing
educational funding system was unconstitutional,
because it allowed students in towns with higher
total property values to receive a higher level of
education funding per pupil than students in towns
with lower property values. Act 60) was followed
by Acts 68 and 13(. which refined some aspects of
Act 60.

Policies and Practices

Vermont's Early Childhood Action Plan

In 2012, Governor Shumlin announced an Early
Childhood Summit as part of his platform to
promote healthy early childhood development.
Aller an extensive planning elfort thatl included the
develop of a draft Farly Childhood Framework
that proposed key goals for Vermont’s early
childhood programs and services, the Farly
Childhood Summit took place on October 29,
20113, The Summit’s work led to the development
of Vermont's Early Childhood Action Plan. The
Action Plan, released in 2014, includes the major
activitigs areas in Vermont's Race to the Top-
Farly Learning Challenge (RTT-ELC} grant. [t
outlines twenty-seven strategies and numerous
related action steps and metrics to monitor
progress.

Early Education Initiative (EEI)

Established in 1987 and still {unded annually.
through the Agency of Education budgcet, this
competitive grant program provides carly.
education opportunilies for three- and l[our-year-
olds deemed Lo be at-risk.

Essential Early Education (EEE)}

Early childhood special education services for
children three to six years old with disabilitics
{IDEA Part B/619).

Children's Integrated Services (CI8)

Integrates carly childhood health, mental health,
Part C carly intervention scrvices, nursing, home
visiting, and specialized child carc services for
pregnant women and children from birth to age
§IX..
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Child Care Financial Assistance Program {CC. Vermont's child care subsidy. system.

FAP)

Maternal. Inlant, and Early Childhood Heme Funds with federal MIECHYV dollars the Nurse

Visiting (MICCHV) Family Partnership program, an cvidence-based
home visiting program lor first-lime mothers.

Legislation:

Act 166

During 2014, thc Vermont Legislature passed a new law, Act 166, providing universal PreK
(PreK) for all three- to five-year-olds not enrolled in kindergarten in Vermoni. Act 166 builds on
Act 62 (see below); as in its predecessor, Act 166 provides a minimum of 10 hours of state
funded PreK education per week. These programs meet quality standards defined by Vermont’s.
Agency of Education and Agency of Human Services.

Act 166 rcquires school districts to provide access through prequalified PreK programs
operated by a public school, Head Start, or a private provider for a minimum of 10 hours a wecek,
35 weceks a year, for all Vermont three, four, and five-ycar-olds not enrolled 1n kindergarten, The
bill applics to cnrollments beginning on July 1, 2015, Act 166 1s jointly administercd and
overseen by the Vermont Scerctaries of the Agency of Education (AOE),the 1luman Scrvices
Agency (AHS), and their departments.

With its focus on expanding access and building on Act 62°s quality standards, Act 166
includes a level of flexibility in the variety of early learning and development programs that can
offer PreK education, resulting in a more accessible system for all parents who choose a
preschool experiencee for their children. Additionally, this law scts a statcwide tuition rate for all
PrcK reimbursements cstablished annually by the Agencics of Education and Human Scrvices to
promote sustainability and consistency within the system. The statcwide tuition ratc also covers
programs’ rclated administrative, quality assurance, quality improvement, transition planning, or
other PreK-related costs.

If parents or guardians wish to or need to have their child participate in more than 10 hours,
they may. contract with PreK providers and cover the costs that are in excess of the provided 10
hours at a mutually agreeable rate.

Act 166 dcfines “PrcK cducation™ as “devclopmentally appropriate carly development and
learning expericnces bascd on Vermont’s carly lcarning standards.” Staff from AOE and AIIS

will review applications from public schools, Tlcad Start, and private providers secking to
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become “prequalified” to determiine if these programs meet the minimum quality standards for
PreK that include:

* National Association for the Education of Young Children (NAEYC) acereditation, or.

* At lcast four stars in Vermont’s TQRIS, VT STARS, with at lcast two points in cach of
five required arenas; or

* Three stars in VT STARS if the provider has developed a statc-approved plan to achicve
four or more stars within two years with at least two points in each required area and has
met intermediate milestones; and

* In school operated PreK programs, each classroom teacher must be licensed and endorsed
in carly childhood cducation (ECE) or carly childhood spccial education (ECSE). This
standard is higher than that establishcd under the requirements for the PDG-Expansion
RFP in that Vermont requires not only an undergraduate degree but also an cducator
license. In private and Tlead Start PreK center-bascd. programs, at Icast onc licensed
teacher with an endorsement in ECE or in ECSE is required.

* Rcgistered home providers that arc not licensed and endorscd in ECE or ECSE must
receive regular, active supervision and training from a licensed ECE or ECSE in order to
meet Act 166 standards.

Act 166 requires adherence to evidence-based practices that “create a developmentally
appropriate environment and support the delivery of an engaging program that supports the
social, cmotional, mtcllcctual, language, litcracy, and physical development of PreK children,”

Act 166 mandatcs rcporting from the providers to the districts, the districts to the state
agencics providing oversight, and the state agencics to the legislaturce. The legislation requires
Vermont’s Agency of Education and Department for Children and Familics to “jointly monitor
and evaluate PreK education programs to promote optimal cutcomes for children (and families)
and to collect data that will inform future decisions” including such areas as programmatic
details, quality improvement through training, mentoring, and technical assistance, the progress
of children enrolled in PreK, and instruction and program practices.

Using RTT-ELC funds, Vermont is building a robust PreK monitoring system. The first
wavc up PrcK programs to be included in this robust PrcK monitoring system will be the 33

high-quality PrcK subgrantccs to be funded by this grant (scc C2, page 62).
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Act 62

Act 62 has largcly been superscded by Act 166. Hlowcever, until the full implementation of
Act 166 1n July 1, 2015, remnants of this law continue. Additionally, 1t 1s of interest in
understanding the evolution of Vermont’s commitment to PreK the establishment of
partnerships between school districts and existing community programs, and the State’s PreK
quality standards.

As early as the 1980°s, approximately 150 of Vermont’s 250 towns voluntarily offered early.
cducation programs to thrce- and four-ycar-olds. Initially these programs targeted children with
high nceds but cventually they expanded to include all children. In 2007, Act 62 was cnacted to
codify this long-standing practice and to sct consistent and high program and personncl
standards.

Act 62 promoted partnerships between school districts and existing qualified community.
programs, required community input prior to establishing or expanding public PreK programs,
and offered children between the ages of three and five and their families greater access to
quality early learning experiences. It required that all public PreK programs as well as any
programs cligible to provide PrcK were:

¢ Naltionally accredited or participated in the state’s TQRIS system (VT STARS) and had

rcecived 4 or S VT STARS (out of a maximum of 5); or

* Participated in the state’s TQRIS system (VT STARS) and had a plan in place to achieve

4or 5 VT STARS;

*  Employed a licensed early childhood educator or early childhood special educator;

*  Used curriculum that addresses the Vermont Early Learning Standards (VELS); and

¢ Were in good standing and abided by Vermont’s Early Childhood Program Licensing

Regulations.

Public PreK cducation looks differently across Vermont. PreK is offered in public schools,
privatc preschools, child care centers and homes, and in Head Start. These programs have
diffcrent philosophics and usc different curricula. However, under Act 62 all programs were
required to mect the same program standards, child carc licensing regulations, staff
qualifications, participate in the State’s TQRIS, and ensure that their prograrns aligned with

Vermont’s Early Learning Standards (VELS).
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School districts were allowed to use public education funding for PreK education, but they
were not required to offer PreK; comtunities decided whether to do so or not. Many
communities did choose lo offer PreK, but some did not. Even among the school districts that did
offer PreK, some limited PreK to only four-ycar-olds and/or limited the number of children who
could participate. These incquitics of access under Act 62 were climinated in Act 166.

Act 62 also required all programs to gather information on children’s developmental progress.
on an annual basis (N.B. This requircment continugs in Act 166). All tcachers, regardlcss of
setting, use the Teaching Strategies GOLD (TS-GOLD), a widely used, evidenced-based
formative assessment instrument. These data have the dual purpose of measuring child outcomes
as well as providing information teachers use to differentiate instruction and better meet the

unique needs of all children..
Act 66

The purposc of Act 66, passcd in 2013, is to recognize the significant positive contribution of
home visiting with regard to cnhancing family stability, family health, and child development;
fostcring parenting skills; reducing child maltrcatment; promoting social and emotional health;
improving school readiness; and promoting economic self-sufficiency. To do this, the Act
assures that home visiting services in Vermont are of the highest quality by establishing

standards for their administration, delivery, and utilization review.
Policies and Practices

Vermont has a web of carly childhood-related policics and practices that demonstrate the
statc’s commitment to 1ncreasing access to high-quality preschool programs for cligible children,

as well as maintaining or improving quality. These include the following:
Vermont's Early Childhood Action Plan

In 2013, Governor Shumlin announced an Early Childhood Summit as part of his platform to
promote healthy early childhood development. He charged the Secretaries of Vermont’s Agency
of Human Services and Agency of Education 1o act as Co-Directors of the event, and to enlist the
assistance of staff, consultants, and a Summit Planning Committee of 17 community, business

and industry. Icadcrs from the privatc and public scctors.
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After an exiensive planning effort that included the develop of a draft Early Childhood
Framework that proposed key goals for Vermont’s early learning and development programs and
services for young children 0-8 years of age, the Early Childhood Summit took place on October
29, 2013, The Summit’s work led to the development of Vermont's Early Childhood Action
Plan.

The Action Plan, rclcased in draft form in 2014, rcpresents the next stage of Vermont’s
commitment to 1ts children. 1t includes the major activitics arcas in Vermont’s Race to the Top-
Early Learning Challenge (RTT-ELC) grant, and reflects the input of more than 1,500
Vermonters . parents, teachers, administrators, business leaders, philanthropic leaders, scholars,
and the general public - gathered through town meetings, presentations, conferences, and
SUrveys.

The Action Plan outlines twenty-scven stratcgics and numerous rclated action steps and
mctrics to monitor progress. The Plan ts framed on outcomes. In summary, the Plan includes:

¢ Result #1: All children have a healthy start.

o. Support familics as children’s primary carcgivers;

o. Establish a voluntary system that connccts children birth through 3rd grade (0-8)
with the resources they need to support optimal growth and development,
including developmential screening;

o Ensure access to prenatal care, child health services, including preventive services
and dental care, and support services for adults, including mental health and
substance abuse treatment;

o Promotc and utilize cvidence-bascd home visiting;

o Ensurc that all children have access to adcquate nutrition at home, in carly
lcarning and development programs, at school, after school and during the
summer; and

o Develop community efforts in the public and private sectors to enhance children’s.
safety.

* Rcsult #2: Familics and communitics play a lcading rolc in children’s well-being,

o, Engage with families as their child’s first and most important teacher;

o. Develop a statewide approach that enriches and expands family leadership at the

provider, agency and community. level;
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o, Promote family-centered employment policies that support the physical and social
emotional needs of children and their families; and

o Strengthen community-based decision-making with respect to resource allocation
and scrvice delivery. systems.

¢ Result #3: All children and families have access to high-quality opportunities that meet
their needs.

o Implement policics that enhance family stability and cconomic sccurity;

o Expand access to high-quality scrvices and programs for all familics with young
children by increasing quality, capacity and affordability;

o. Ensure a continuum of holistic, family-centered services for young children who
are experiencing, or are at risk for, developmental delays due to behavioral or
physical health concerns, including children with chronic health conditions;

o Strengthen the quality of carly childhood scrvices throughout the carly childhood
system through a focus on alignment and best practices; and

o Ensurc quality by adcquatcly supporting the carly childhood workforce.

* Result #4: Vermont invests in prevention and plans for the future success of children.

o Decvclop an intentional approach to guide Vermont’s current and future carly
childhood expenditurces;

o Promote sustainable business models;

o. Increase the early childhood focus in health care payment reform eftforts;

o Balance resources for treatment with resources for prevention at the whole-
population level, with a focus on children and families; and.

o Increase public awarcness about the importance for Vermont’s future of investing
in children’s carly ycars.

* Result #5: Data and accountability drive progress in early childhood outcomes.

o Increasc the knowledge, experience and application of Results-Bascd
Accountability (RBA) as the accountability framework for the Early Childhood
Action Plan;

o Establish a data governance siructure and related processes; and

o Enhance data and the use of data to inform policy and practice.
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* Rcsult #6: The carly childhood system is innovative and integrated across scetors in order
to better serve children and families.

o Continue to develop, strengthen and align clear structures at the statewide level to
ensure coordinated leadership and shared work;

o Creatc a culturc of collaberation at the statc and local level that fosters systems-
building across scctors;

o Achicve cfficiency and streamline systems to create a scamless expericnec for
familics;

o Move from a competitive to a collaborative approach to resource allocation at the
community level,

o Maximize resources and minimize duplication; and

o Creale a cross-sector, inter-disciplinary early childhood workforce.

(Sce Vermont’s Early Childhood Action Plan, Appendix 229).
Early Education Initiative (EET)

The Early Education Initiative (EEI) grant program was cstablished by the Vermont
Legislature in 1987 to provide carly cducation opportunitics for 3- and 4-ycar-olds decemed to be
at-risk — but has been maintained cven with Act 62 related investments.

The provisions of the law governing this state fund an annual competitive grant program that:
(1) prioritizes areas in the state with few opportunities for early education, (2) provides
developmentally appropriate, experiential learning opportunities in home and/or group settings,
(3) values parent involvement and input, and (4) develops programs that result from

collaborations between school districts and. community organizations. Since its cnactment, the

legislature has allocated an average of 424 annually for EEI grants. .

EEI grants support a varicty of carly lcarning and development opportunitics. For cxamplc,
among this fiscal ycar’s grantccs, there arc programs that provide home visits to young children
and families in remote areas, pay tuition for homeless children to attend a center-based child care
program, support early literacy through a focused curriculum, support professional development
and family activities, and provide transportation and tuition to enable at-risk children to attend an

early learning and development program.
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FEssential Early Education (EEE) (IDEA Part B/619)

Pursuant to the Individuals with Disabilitics Education Act (IDEA) 2004 Part B/Scction 619,
Esscntial Early Education (EEE), administcred by the Agency of Education, is Vermont’s system
of early childhood special education services for children age three to six with disabilities. The
following verified December 1" 2013 Child Count Data, represents by age, the number and

percentage of children who receive EEE and related services.

Age Count Percent
3 491. 318.45%
4 397 46.75%.
3 181 14.17%
6 8 0.63%
Total 1,277 190.00%

Table 6;: Vermont Children Recciving EEE & Related Services (AQE, 2013)

EEE scrvices include individualized specialized. instruction in onc or more developmental
domains (social and/or emotional, adaptive, communication, cognitive and/or motor) and. may
include related services including specch and language therapy, occupational therapy and
physical therapy. EEE services arc provided by local school districts to children who have met
eligibility criteria given a developmental delay or a medical condition that may result in
significant delays by the time the child enrolls in elementary school. Services are provided in a
least restrictive environment (LRE) to the extent possible across a full continuum of placement
options. Service delivery models may include itinerant service delivery to public PreK and
privatc community-bascd childcarc ELDPs including Ilcad Start, school bascd EEE classrooms,
home-based scrvice and/other settings depending on the unique needs of cach child and family.

Pursuant to 34 CFR §303.300-303.303; 303.311, and VT Spccial Education Rulc 2360.5.2,
Vermont has a comprehensive child find system including policics and procedures that arc also
coordinated with all other major efforts by other state agencies responsible for administering the
various health, social service programs and education to ensure that each and every child who

may be eligible for services under Part C/Part B are identified, located, screened, referred and
cvaluated. In 1991, the Governor designated the AlIS and the AOE as co-lead agencics

responsible for the gencral oversight of Vermont’s Part C Early Intervention for children birth to
3. To meet the needs of eligible children and their families in an effective and coordinated

manner, Vermont’s (June 2014) Part C Interagency Agreement delineates the shared and
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scparatc roles and responsibilitics of the co-lcad agencics to ensurc a Comprehensive Statewide

Child Find System. Child Find s dcfined in rule as the methods and procedures usced by Part C
CIS/El or Part B (619) school district personnel and other entitics to locate children birth to age
three who are in need of, or potentially in need of, early intervention services and/or early.
childhood special education services. Verified December 1, 2013 Child Count Data reports that
494 (38.68%) of 1277 children who received EEE services transitioned from Part C CIS/EI

services at age 3.
Children's Integrated Services (CIS).

CIS is Vermont’s unique model for integrating carly childhood health, mental health, Part C
carly intervention services including nursing and family support home visiting and spccialized
child carc scrvices for pregnant women and children from birth to age six and pregnant women.,
The model is designed to improve child and family outcomes by. providing family-centered,
holistic, prevention, early intervention, and health promotion services, effective service

coordination, and flexible funding to address gaps in services (see Figure 3 below).
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Figure 3: Children’s Integrated Services

Ranges of services . grouped into four integrated categories . are available statewide
through multi-disciplinary, cross-agency Children’s Integrated Services Teams in each of the
twelve Agency of Human Services regions. These services — which target PreK children as well
as others — include coordination, health education, childbirth and parenting education,
developmental cducation, specialized instruction, specialized therapics (c.g. specch, physical
therapy, audiclogy, vision, and nutrition), and consultation with child care, medical evaluation,
mcedical social work and family support. ITome visiting is also includced.

The following scrvices also target PreK as well as older children,

CIS Nursing and Family Support (NFS) activities are focused on prevention and early
intervention and include health education and counseling, screening and assessment, referral,
advocacy, risk reduction and case management. Services are available o pregnant and
postpartum women, and infants and children from birth to age five regardless in insurance status
in 10 regions of the state, and for those who are eligible for Vermont’s Dr. Dynasaur insurance in
the others. The CIS Statc Tecam at CDD works closcly with VDI Maternal Child IHealth staff to
intcgrate the continuum of home visiting scrvices available to pregnant women and very young
children and their familics 1n Vermont.

CIS Early Childhood and Family Mental Health (ECFMH) promotes healthy social and
emotional development for children up to six years old, their families, and child care programs.
These services include information and referral, direct services with children and families,
parenting education, and training and consultation for early. care, health and education providers.

CIS Early Intervention (El), (IDEA Part C), provides a comprehensive system of
individualized carly intervention scrvices for familics and their young children from birth to age
three with, established developmental delays or medical conditions that may lead to
developmental delays. .

Specialized Child Care Services (SCCS) provide an array of customized supports that help
high needs children experience success in early learning and development programs. The Child
(Care Coordinator on the local CIS Team works to increase the supply of high-quality,
specialized early learning and development programs in centers and family child care homes

prepared to serve high needs children and to ensure that when enrollment in center or family
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child care home is part of the child’s coordinated plan of care, it’s a good match that will support
development.

Vermont also applies innovative funding strategies such as Vermont’s Global Commitment
to llcalth waiver to support blending and managing funds to support full intcgration of scrvice

dclivery at the regional level.
Child Care Financial Assistance Program (CC FAP)

The CC FAP 1s Vermont’s child care subsidy program undcr the Child Care and
Development Fund (CCDF). In December 2009, the National Center for Children in Poverty.
(NCCP) at Columbia University released Work Supports in Vermont: An Analysis of the
Effectiveness of State Policies Supporting Work, a report prepared for the Vermont Department
tor Children and Families. The report identified child care as one of the largest expenses working
familics facc and recommended reforms in both the CC FAP and in child care tax credits to
begin to address this significant pressurce for low-income working familics struggling to achicve
cconomic stability for their familics, DCF took these recommendations scriously and in 2009,
aftcer extensive analysis and broad community input, cmbarked on a wide scalc cffort to imitiate
reforms in the CC FAP..

Vermont has made substantial investments in CC FAP. (Please see B2, page 20).

B4. Quality of existing state preschool programs as evidenced by policies and program

data.

Vermont assures quality in 1ts state preschool programs through a varicty of systems and
stratcgics that demonstrate (a) commitment to the components of a HQPP, (b) the cstablishment
of program standards in VT STARS (Vermont™s QRIS) that meaningfully diffcrentiate levels of
quality and (c) support program monitoring and improvement through VT STARS,

As evidenced by the evolving legislation and implementation described in B2 of a robust
publicly funded state preschool program, Vermont has proven a sirong and enduring will to
ensure access to PreK education. This includes a commitment to a mixed delivery model that
meets the differing needs of families and helps to preserve a supply. of high-quality public school
and privatc program options for children across the carly childhood age spectrum.

The infrastructure supporting this mixed delivery modcel includes a distinctive partnership

between the AOE and the AIIS who co-administer the state preschool program.,
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NIEER (Barnett, et al., 2013) ranked Vermont fourth in the nation for access to PreK for

tour- year-old children and second for access for three-year-olds — rankings likely to increase in

2015 under Act 166. The same report, however, shows that Vermonlt’s current program meets

only four of 10 quality benchmarks cstablished by NIEER as national standards. Act 166,

Vermont’s universal PreK Icgislation, 1s primarily focused on access and cquity. Thus, Act 166

did not incrcasc quality standards but it did include an intent to address increasing quality

instructing the Vermont AOE and AIIS to review existing standards and recommend changes for

2016 “designed to ensure that programs are based on intentional, evidence-based practices that

create a developmentally appropriate environment and support the delivery of an engaging

program that supports the social, emotional, intellectual, language, literacy and physical

development of PreK children.” With universal voluntary access achieved, increasing quality and

dosagc in the state preschool program will be exponentially accelerated with the resources

requested in this proposal.

Commitment to the components of a high-quality preschool system (HQPP) and compliance

with program standards

Table 7: Elements of HQPP in Vermont's SPP.

Fully Incorporated Elements

Substantially Incorporated
Elements

Partially Incorporated to be
Expanded under this Proposal

s Class size of no more than 20.

s Child-to-instructional staff ratio

of no more than [0 to 1;

s Evidence-based health and
salely standards;

* Inclusion of children with
disabilities: and

+  Individualized accommodations

and supports; and high-quality
professienal development for
staff,

*  Iligh staff qualifications;

* High-quality professional
development;

*  Developmentally appropriate,
culturally and linguistically
responsive mstruciion and
evidence-based curricula and
learning environmenis that are
aligned with Yermont's Farly
Learning and Development
Standards (VELS);

¢ Program evaluation lo ensure
coniinuous improvement: and

*  On-site or accessible
comprehensive services.

*  Salary comparability; and
* Full-day program.

Of the 12 structural ¢lements identificd in the PDG-Expansion REFP as cnsuring program

quality as defined in a ITQPP, Vermont’s current state preschool program requires or fully.

incorporates five, approaches or substantially includes five more, and plans to fully incorporate
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the two remaining elements into the HQPP created through funding from this proposal (Table 7.

above)..
Fully incorporated elements

The components required or opcrationalized in Vermont’s current state preschool program
arc:

*  (Class size of no more than 20.

¢ Child-to-instructional staff ratio of no more than 10 10 1;

*  Evidence-based health and safety standards;

* Inclusion of children with disabilities; and

¢ Individualized accommodations and supports; and high-quality professional development

for staft.

Class size/staff ratio

All ELDP 1n Vermont, including PrcK programs opcrated by public schools in school
buildings, arc subject to childcarc licensing regulations. All qualificd PrcK education programs
participatc in STARS and must rcceive at least onc annual visit monitoring compliance with,
licensing requirements. Current and proposed regulations limit class sizes for preschool children
1o no more than 2¢ with a child-to-instructional staft ratio of no more than 10 to 1. Vermont’s
early childhood education culture places a high value on human scale and most class sizes in
Vermont ELDP in both public and private settings are smaller with lower ratios than is required.
Furthcr, Vermont’s class size and child-to-instructional staff ratios arc documented by the

National Institute of Early Education Rescarch’s (NIEER) Ycarbook (Barnctt, ct al., 2013).

Evidence-based health and safety standards

Licensing regulations also include health and safety standards bascd on Caring for Our
Children, the definitive evidence-based reference on health and safety in group settings for
children published by the American Academy of Pediatrics. These are included in current
regulations and significantly expanded, clarified, and specified in observable, measurable terms

in the proposed regulation revision that will take effect in January 2016.
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Inclusion of children with disabilities

More than 73% of preschool children with disabilitics participate in inclusive carly Iearning
and development programs with typically developing peers. The Vermont Agency of Education
Part B Annual Performance Report (2012) states that 73.68% - or 1,349 of the total population of
1,831 children age three to five with [EPs in Vermont - attended a regular early childhood
program and received the majority of special education and related services in the regular early
childhood program. This is a 2.10% increase from 2011, and exceeds Vermont’s target for this
indicator of 71.78%. Only 4.81% - or 88 of thc total population of 1,831 children age three to
tfive with 1EPs - attended a scparate special education class, scparate school or residential factlity.
This is a 1.58% dccrease from 2011 and cxceeds Vermont’s target for this indicator of 6.19%.

In Vermont, 73.7% of children age three to five identified with disabilitics attend and reccive
EEE and related services in inclusive early learning and development programs compared with
42.4% nationally. Vermont ranks high among the top ten states in providing placement options

for children with disabilities within inclusive ELDPs.
Individualized accommodations and supports

Individualized accommodations and supports that allow all children to participate fully in
learning activitics 1s a componcent that IDEA Part B coordinators, tcachers and specialists from
LEAs support in the inclusive scttings environments described above. Many districts support
itincrant speeialists and developmental cducators who scrve children with 1EPs in private
parinership settings and mentor and train staff in those sellings around inclusion and
individualized instruction. In addition to these LEA supports, Children’s Integrated Services,
(CIS), administered by the CDD in DCF and implemented locally by an array of integrated
community partners, supplements and complements the work of the LEAs through Specialized
Child Carc Scrvices (SCCS), a continuum of customized supports that help children with high
nceds access and experienee success in ELDP. Services supported through SCCS include
transportation, on-sitc consultation, funding for spccial cquipment or cnvironmental
modifications and grants to community programs to pay additional staff, including onc-to-onc
aides, to support children’s success. The CDD enters into agreements with Specialized Child
Care Services providers who meet certain standards that include mandatory annual training in

topics related to inclusion and serving children with special needs and pays a 7-10% premium in
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CC FAP for children with high needs including children with IEPs. Vermont will use RTT-ELC
funding to help Specialized Child Care Services providers achieve a minimum of 3 stars in VT

STARS and to recruit additional high-quality providers to enter into SCCS agreements. .
Substantially incorporated elements

The components that arc substantially incorporated into Vermont’s current state preschool
program arc:

¢ High staff qualifications;

* High-quality professional development;

*  Developmentally appropriate, culturally and linguistically responsive instruction and
cvidence-based curricula and lcarning cnvironments that are aligned with Vermont’s
Early Learning and Development Standards (VELS);

*  Program evaluation to ensure continuous improvement; and

*  On-site or accessible comprehensive services.

High staff qualifications

Acts 62 and 166 both require participation of a Vermont licensed teacher with an
endorsement in early childhood education or in early childhood special education  the standard
for this qualification exceeds that described for teachers in the PDG-EG RFP as Vermont law
requires a BA, a teaching license and an appropriate endorsement. This higher standard will be
maintained in the HQPP supported in this proposal.

Statc law docs not rcquire, however, that a tcacher mecting this standard is included in cvery
prequalitied PreK cducation program class indicating that current state preschool standards fall
short of HQPP standards in this recgard in Vermont. All state preschool program classrooms
operatcd by LEAs in school-based scttings or in community-bascd Head Start scttings through
Head Start-LEA PreK partnerships must meet this standard as public school standards require a
licensed teacher in every classroom. .

Under Acts 62 & 166 (see B3, page 23) private prequalified PreK education programs are
only required to have one licensed teacher per program that may include more than one PreK
classroom. Some private programs do exceed the state requirements and employ at least one
highly qualificd tcacher in cvery PreK class. Approved child carc providers operating in their

homes (family child carc home providers) as prequalificd PrcK education programs arc only
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required to have regular, active supervision and training from a licensed and endorsed teacher for
a minimum of three hours weekly though some tfamily child care home providers are qualified as
licensed teachers with an appropriate endorsement.

Vermont’s existing statc preschool program creates a high standard for a highly qualiticd
teachcers but not cvery classroom is taught by a tcacher mecting that standard. Resources through
this PDG-Expansion grant will increcase the number of Vermont prequalified PreK cducation
programs that deploy a full-time licensed and cndorsed tcacher in every classroom as that
standard will be rigorously applied in HQPP supported through this proposal. To help. build a
pipeline of licensed teachers, Vermont’s early childhood philanthropic community will be
focusing resources on mentoring to meet the growing demand for this crucial quality component.

Teaching assistants in public schools are required to meet qualifications as a paraprofessional
cducator and also staff qualifications cstablished in current and proposcd child carc licensing
rcgulations. Licensing regulations in Vermont cstablish appropriate minimum qualifications that
balance cducation, spccialized training, and experience for Teaching Associates and Teaching
Assistants in PrcK classrooms. This demonstrates that tcaching assistants in the existing statc
preschool program have appropriate credentials (see Table 8 below).

The Vermont Agency of Education (AOE) reports 1,135 individuals with a current teaching
license with an early childhood endorsement and 308 with a early childhood special education
endorsement. Of these, 145 are endorsed in both. Many of these are currently teaching in public
K-3 classrooms. Resources from this PDG-EG proposal will be uscd to grow the cadre of
professionals who mect state preschool program teacher requirements and stabilize highly
qualificd staff throughout Vermont’s mixed delivery system, .

Tablc 8 (below) summarizes the status for all ELD workforce credentials currently available
in Vermont, and Figure 5 demonstrates Vermont’s progress in awarding Early Childhood

Cerlificates.

Table 8: Status of ELD Workforce Credentials Currently Available in Vermont

ELD Credential Alignment to. Number and Notes
Workforce percentage of
Knowledge and. Early.
Competency Childhood
Framework?} Educators who
have the
credential
# Ya.
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ELD Credential

Alignment to.
Workforce
Knowledge and
Competency
Framework?}

Number and
percentage of
Early.
Childhood
Educators who
have the
credential

# %o.

Notes

Vermont Educator License-
Early Childhood Educator
{Birth-Grade 3)

YES

1,593 20%

Percent of all individuals working in
state licensed programs (7,983)

Vermont Educator License-
Early Childhood Educator
{Birth through age 3)

YES

469 6%

Pereent of all individuals sworking in,
state licensed programs (7,983)

Level 1

YES

Level 1 % (and subsequent Level
percentages) represents a pereentage of
the entire workforee in both licensed
centers and homes (9.027) that have
verified information in BEFTS) All
certificates require a current professional
development plan,

Level [ requires successful Completion
of “Fundamentals for Farly Childhood
Professionals™ A 45 hour course that
includes an on-site observation

{or equivalent education’observation)

Level 11

YES

203, 2.24%

Child Development Associate (CDA)
Credential

or

Norvthern Lights approved Level 11
Portfolio with documentation, 125 hours
ol verified prolessional development and
two approved obscrvations of the
practitioner

or

3. Northerm Lights approved 12 related
college credits in al least 2 VT Core
Knowledge arcas and two. approved
observations of the practitioner,

Level 111 A

YES

72 719%

Complcted Vermont Child Care
Regisiered Apprentice

or

Community College of ¥ermont Child
Care Certificate program..

o

Highly Qualified Paraprofessional

o

Northern Lights approved equivalent: 21
related college credits in at least 3 of the
VT Core Knowledge areas and two
approved observations of the practitioner

Level 11 B

YES

87 96%.

Associate degree in early childhood
education or related field
or
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ELD Credential

Alignment to.
Workforce
Knowledge and
Competency
Framework?}

Number and
percentage of
Early
Childhood
Educators who
have the
credential

#

%o.

Notes

Associates degree with 21 related
college credits in al least 3 VT Core
Knowledge arcas

Level IVA

YES

1.66%

Bachelor's degree in carly childhood
education or related lield

or.

Bachelor’s Degree with NL approved 30
related college credits within at least 3 of
the VT Core Knowledge Areas

Level IVB.

YES

40,
[Level

A44%

Level IVA isa BA with VT Agency of
Education teaching license with
endorsement in early childhood, early
childhood special education or
elementary education.. Not all
individuals with this degree and
endorsement have requested an IVB.
Certificate. . Some indications of the
actual numbers with these qualifications
are noted. in the first two rows of thig
chart.

Level VA

YES

40

44,

Master's degree in early childhood
education or related ficld

Level VB

YES

10

1%

Level IVA with VT Agency of
Education tcaching license with
endorsement in early childhood, early.
childhood special cducation or,
elementary education

Program Direclor
Credential

YES

17

19%.

This credential starled in 2007, The
Early Childhood and Allerschool
Program Dircctor Credential offers a
three-slep sequence ol 21 credits of
college-level courses [or direclors in the.
ficld or thosc interested. in becoming a
new director. The [irst two steps consist
of 3, 3-credit hour courses. Step Jisa
culminating seminar. Currently there are
79 recipients with Step | Certificate and
24 recipients of Step 2 Certificate.

Early Childhood and
Family Mental Health
Credential

YES

044

This credential is newly implemented
after a comprehensive pilot. The
Credential includes coursework and
intensive professional consulting and
mentoring..
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Figure 4; Early Childhood Certificates Awarded on Vermont's Early Childhood Carcer Ladder, 2008-2013)

The national degree and credential requirements for tcachers and teaching assistants in Head
Start programs differ from those required of tcachers and tcaching assistants in state-funded
programs under Act 166 because Head Start tcachers and teaching assistants arc not required to
be licensed with an endorsement 1n carly childhood cducation or in carly childhood special
education from the State of Vermont.

According to the Head Start Act, at least 50% of Head Start teachers nationwide 1n center-
based programs must have either (1) a baccalaureate or advanced degree in early childhood
education; or (2) a baccalaureate or advanced degree and coursework equivalent to a major
rclating to carly childhood cducation with expericnee tcaching preschool-age children. In
Vermont, 88% of classroom tcachers in center-bascd Head Start programs mceect this criteria that
1s 17 percentage points higher than the 71% national average of classroom tcachers in center-
bascd llcad Start programs. Mcanwhilc, the Head Start Act mandatcs that tcaching assistants in
center-based Head Start programs must have either (1) at least a child development associate
credential; (2) enrolled m a program leading to an associate or baccalaureate degree; or (3)

enrolled in a child development associale credential program 1o be completed within two years -
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unless the Head Start program has received a waiver from the federal Office of Head Start - to

meet this degree and credential requirements for teaching assistants.
ITigh-quality profcssional development

Vermont has developed and implemented a comprchensive system of professional
development for ELD providers over the past 30 years designed to support thosc that work in all
rcgulated scttings including state preschool programs. Child carc licensing requires all ELDP
staff to havc a current Individualized Professional Development Plan (IPDP) and document a
minimum of 12-18 hours of annual professional development that intentionally supports goals
established in each practitioner’s IPDP. Individual qualifications and annual professional
development is entered and maintained in a Professional Registry in the Bright Futures
Information System (BFIS} as part of the Northern Lights Career Development Center (see
E10bi, page 125).

Appropriate and responsive instruction

Developmentally appropriate, culturally and linguistically responsive instruction and
cvidence-bascd curricula and lcarning environments that arc aligned with Vermont’s Early
Leaming and Development Standards (VELS).

Under Act 166, and the previous Act 62, prequalified PreK education programs may select or
develop their own curricula and may have different educational philosophies and approaches but
each must ensure that the program’s curricula is aligned with Vermont Early Learning Standards
(VELS) (scc B1, pagc 17). Both the current VELS and the impending revision completed as part
of Vermont’s RTT-ELC plan incorporate developmentally appropriate, culturally and
linguistically responsive instruction, cvidence-informed best practice and engaging Icarning
cnvironments, Scc A73b for a comprchensive discussion of cultural and linguistic compctencee 1n
ELD in Vermont. Each Head Start grantee implements a research-based early childhood
curriculum that promotes young children's school readiness in the areas of language and
cognitive development, early reading and mathematics skills, socio-emotional development,
physical development, and approaches to learning and that is aligned with the Flead Start Child
Development and Early Learning Framework and the Vermont Earlv Learning Standards.

This standard 1s substantially mct 1n the cxisting state preschool program. Child carc

licensing standards, which arc cnforced in all state preschool programs, also incorporate these
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components as part of the teaching and learning requirements in proposed revised legislation.
Further curricula convergence is included in Vermont STARS, the state’s QRIS. In the Program
Practice Arena of the VT STARS application (see Appendix 497), the following statement is
included: “The Vermont Early Learning Standards (VELS) inform cducators in the development
of curriculum and cducational stratcgics, and should be used as a framework for developing

curriculum and program changes.”
Program evaluation to ensure contlinuous improvement

Acts 62 and 166 similarly require all prequalified PreK education programs to achieve
national accreditation through the National Association for the Education of Young Children
(NAEYC) or participate in VT STARS at a high level — 4 or 5 stars or, with special state
approval, 3 stars with a plan to progress to achieve at least 4 stars within 2 years. Both
accrcditation and VT STARS, as a quality rating and improvement system, incorporate program
cvaluation as a mcans to continuous quality improvement inherently 1n their systems, Most state
preschool programs in Vermont achicve prequalification through participation in VT STARS.
The Program Practices Arcna in VT STARS requircs that an independent asscssor cvaluate
program quality with an approved valid and reliable tool such as the Environmental Rating
Scales (ERS) or the Classroom Assessment Scoring System (CLASS) and that programs develop.
and implement quality improvement plans consistent with the results of these evaluations.
Projects underway with resources from Vermont’s RTT-ELC project are expanding capacity lo
support rcadily accessible objective, valid and rcliable program cvaluations for Vermont
programs. In the Familics and Communitics Arcna programs can carn points by using the
Strengthening Families Child Care Asscssment Tool to cvaluate and guide improvements in
supporting and cngaging familics. This demonstrates how the coordination of the VT STARS
with requirements for the state preschool program create an infrastructure that substantially
incorporates program evaluation 1o ensure continuous quality improvement. Resources from this
PDG-EG proposal, if successful, will support a Professional Learning Community among
subgrantees and their partners focused on creating statewide and regional capacily to provide

technical assistance and consultation to strengthen this component.
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.On-site or accessible comprehensive services.

Vermont’s Early Childhoed Framework and Action Plan envision a comprchensive
continuum of holistic, family centered scrvices for young children and incorporate this vision in
strategies and programs as it builds an integrated ELD system. These services are not currently,
incorporated as part of the state preschool program but are available to families through a
number of initiatives linked to high-quality ELDP in Vermont who are delivering state preschool
services as a prequalified PreK education program .

Head Start programs dcliver a full range of on-sitc and accessible comprehensive services
aligned with the definition put forth in the PDG-EG RFP including health, mental health,
nutrition, physical activity, and family support scrvices, including home visits as part of the carly
cducation curriculum. tHead Start programs in Vermont are an intcgral part of the statc preschool
program delivering services as prequalified PreK education programs in a variety of parinership.
arrangements with LEAs. Six of the seven Head Start programs partner directly with 23 LEAs at
28 individual partnership sites, many with multiple classrooms within a site. Head Start
programs also partner with private high-quality PreK programs in the community. In all of these
partncrships Head Start brings it’s particular focus and cstablished expertise in dclivering
scrvices for low-income familics participating in Vermont’s state preschool program that mect
thc PDG-EG definition of comprchensive.

All seven Tlead Start programs in Vermont have signed on to collaborate in this proposal as
subgrantees. All are consisiently recognized by the U.S. Department of Health & Human
Services, Office of Head Start for excellence as high-quality and innovative programs and high
performing Head Start programs. These programs are leaders regionally and nationally. in
achieving results in health, school readiness and increased protective factors for the children and
familics they serve. The experience and expertisc of Vermont’s Ilcad Start programs will benefit
SU/SD subgrantecs as they participate together 1n Professional Learning Communitics (scc ES,
pagc 115).

Strengthening Familics grants, established in center bascd ELDP in 2010 as part of the CC
FAP and expanded to Family Child Care Homes through an RTT-ELC funded project also aspire
to infuse ELDP, particularly those serving a concentration of low-income children or other
children with high needs, with a more comprehensive approach. Thirty-six center based

programs serving, on average, 800 preschool children across Vermont participate in the
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Strengthening Families Child Care Center grants program. These are all rated as 4 and 5 slars in
the Vermont STARS and most are also prequalified PreK education programs delivering state
preschool program services in partnership with LEAs. Comprehensive services as defined for the
purposc of the Strengthening Familics Child Care Center grants program means child carc
cnhanced by scrvices to specifically support; children’s health; a developmentally beneficial
carly cducation cxpcrience; children’s social and emotional competence and wellness;
mcaningful inclusions and carly cducation for children with disabilitics; healthy nutrition and
food security. for children and families; family education and empowerment; and linkages and
partnerships between service providers, local schools and other organizations in the community.
PDG-Expansion resources awarded to subgrantees in Vermont through this proposal will
build on the Head Start vision and the excellence of Vermont Head Start programs, and on the
increasing awarcncss and capacity. of Strengthening Familics Child Care grantecs who arc also
prequalificd PreK cducation programs to create consistent cxpectations and standards for
comprchensive scrvices, as defined by the PDG-EG RFP, as part of the statc preschool . program

in 1IQPP for mcome cligible four-ycar-olds throughout Vermont.
Partially incorporated elements.

Two components, which are partially incorporated, will be fully incorporated through the
funds requested in this application:
* Salary comparability; and
* Full-day program.

Salary comparability

In Vermont, PreK programs operated by LEAs provide salaries to early childhood workforce
that arc cquivalent to K-12 instructional staff, All PrcK teachers and assistant tcachers cmployed
by a school district arc on the same salary scalc as their K-12 collcagucs. In Vermont school
tcacher salarics arc negotiated at the local school district level. Tlence, there 1s a large range in
teachcers’ starting salarics across the state.

Privatc ELD programs do not pay comparablc wagces. This parallcls the National workforce
(T.E.A.C.H. Early Childhood® National Technical Assistance Center, 2010} and is evidenced by
the Vermont results from the Bureau of Labor and Statistics Occupational Employment Survey

(May 2012).
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* Child carc workers carn an annual average of $ {b){'”( |(ccntcrs. and home-bascd average);

* Classroom llcad Start tcachers carned an average 7 and llcad Start assistant
ieachers earned E{b){4) during the 2013-2014 program year according to the 2013-2014
Head Start.

* Preschool tcachers, except carly childhood special cducators, carn an annual average of
(b)4)

Although Vermont STARS standards reward programs that establish wage scales based on
qualifications in the Administration Arena and further award points for highly qualified staff in
the Staff Qualification Arcna, many privatc programs lack the resources to compete with wages
ncgotiated by tcacher unions in public scttings. This creates a dilemma and an inconsistent
quality standard as preschool teachers mecting the licensed and endorsed standard in Vermont
may achicvc that professional milestone in a private program but then often migrate to a school
operated classroom. Given the number of teachers who meet the highly qualified standard
described previously, it would appear that wage equity may help to mitigate the turn over issue

in private HQPP classrooms with funding from subgrantees to private pariners in this proposal.
Full day program

~Act 166 cntitles cvery three and four year old in Vermont aceess to 10 hours wecekly of free
PrcK cducation that mecets standards sct out in the law. Ten hours weckly of free PreK cducation
mccting the same standards was an option for LEAs undcr Act 62 which mcant that some, but
not all, 4 ycar had acccss to the state preschool program. All four-year-olds will have access
beginning in September 2016 bul withoul the resources requested in this proposal, the dosage
any four-year-old receives will be limited 10 hours weekly rather than the 30 proposed in this
plan. Increasing dosage to at least 20 -25 hours 1s a long held goal for Vermont advocates and
stakeholders but universality was a more achievable milestone in the last legislative session.

Somc school districts in Vermont, particularly rural districts with limited numbers of
children, alrcady exceed the requirement in the law and provide a full school day, school year
cxpericnee to preschoolers. In Vermont’s mixed dclivery system, many private prequalificd PreK
cducation programs provide a full day of carly lcarning and development that includes the 10
hours of free PreK paid for by schools supplemented by additional hours supported by parent

tuition, CC FAP or Head Start. Under this proposal, all subgrantees have agreed to provide a
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free, high-quality, developmentally appropriate, PreK program for qualified children equal to the
number of hours and days offered to K-12 children in their districts. In Vertmont, on average, this
is 6 hours a day, 5 days a week. Head Start subgrantees have also commitied to meet this
standard. Each sub grantcc will develop an approach to the full day requirement that
complements the cstablished publicly funded PreK education already offered in their districts. In
planning for the full day option for qualificd four-year-olds at or below 200% FPL, Vermont will
strongly encourage approaches that support classrooms that include children from diverse socio-

economic backgrounds..
Compliance with program standards

VT STARS, the state’s Tiered Quality Rating and Improvement System (TQRIS)(see C2a,
page 65) 1s a tiered, voluntary, point-based system. It requires participants to meet one
threshold requirement, State licensing or registration, and then awards a star rating {one to five
stars) bascd on points acquircd for mecting additional criteria in five arcnas:

¢ Regulatory history,

¢ Staff qualifications and annual professional development,

*  Families and communities;

*  Program practices; and

*  Administration, .

Vermont STARS codifies standards that are clear, aligned with nationally recognized
and cvidenee-bascd. standards that support developmentally bencficial quality for young
children, and meaningfully differentiate program quality level. Point assignments in cach arcna
reflect the intention to differentiate program quality levels in meaningful ways. Overall point
accumulation requircs participating ELDP to incrcase quality within cach arcna and cxpand
across arenas to develop a holistic approach to global program guality at higher star levels.

Table 9: Meaningful Differentiation Between Program Quality Levels

One Star. Achieved when the program obtains one to four points. One-star programs. may. be just
starting on a path to improvement or may be stronger in one area

Two Stars Achieved when the program obtains a total of five to eight points. Two-star programs may.
have made some progress in many areas or. more progress, in one or two areas.

Threc Stars, Achieved when the program obtains a total of nine to 1 1 points. Three-star programs have
either made substantial progress in two or three areas or some improvements in all five,

Four Stars Achieved when the program obtains a total of 12 to 14 points including at least two points. in,
the Program Practices Arena. Four-star programs have documented quality in all five areas.
Many are also nationally accredited.
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Five Stars Achieved when the program oblains a (otal ol 15 o 17 points. Five-siar programs are.
outslanding in all five areas. Many are also nationally accrediied.

The integrated program standards established for the state preschool program in Vermont
STARS and Act 166 PreK Education regulations address:

* Early learning and development standards by measuring alignment of curricula and
program practices with VELS;

¢ Routine use of a Comprehensive Early Learning Assessment System that uses
information collected with valid and rchiable evidence-based tools to improve instruction
and cnhance program quality. This cncompasscs both child outcomes {Tecaching
Strategics GOLD) and program pcrformance (ERS and CLASS);

¢ Requirements related to staff qualifications and intentional on-going professional
dcvelopment that ensurc instructional staff have the knowledge and competence needed
to improve the health, social, cmotional , and cducational outcomes of young children;

*  Program practices that arc responsive to the diverse needs of familics, help build
protlective factors and proactively engage them in their children’s early learning and
development (SFF);

* Ilcalth promotion practices incorporated into licensing standards and comprchensive
services efforts; and

* Effective data practices that require programs and. program monitors to gather cssential
data elements and enter these into early learning data systems that guide classroom

practice and program improvement as well as inform policies and systems development.
Support for program monitoring and improvement

In Vermont’s current system state licensing regulations and practices arc a foundation for
assuring compliance with program standards in Vermont STARS. ELDP participating in VT
STARS receive unannounced annual visits from Licensing Ficld Specialists to ensurc that
Regulatory History 1s bascd on recent site visits. ELDP at higher STAR levels arc also required
o work with third party assessors using an ERS or CLASS and the assessment scores impact
points earned. Each participating program is also required to submit annual compliance reports.

Much of the information required to document certain VT STARS arenas  regulatory.

history, staft qualifications and annual professional development in particular — is independently
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verified in the Bright Futures Information System (BFIS) by VT STARS Coordinators. Other
verifications are required and provided as part of the application or annual reporting process.

Complaints about ELDP with VT STARS ratings are addressed by CDD Licensing staff or
VT STARS Coordinators. Proccsses have been established to address non-compliance with
standards during an activc award period. These include appcal processces for participating ELDP.
The VT STARS Oversight Committee has worked hard to asscss and maintain the balance
between a streamlined, uscr- friendly approach to encourage participation and catalyze quality
improvement and sufficient, measurable and meaningful monitoring to ensure accountability for
quality that is known to impact child outcomes.

The system has proven to be functionally effective, and 1s currently being formally evaluated
with RTT-ELC funds. Beyond improving Vermont STARS based on the results of the
cvaluation, Vermont RTT-ELC project will support cxpansion to a strong, intcgrated, cross
scctor monitoring system that rests on the foundation of Child Carc Licensing, incorporatcs,
verification of compliance with  the program standards cstablished to diffcrentiate quality in the
Vermont STARS, including documentation of valid and rcliable on-sitc program asscssments, .
and 1nitiates new resources and activities to assess compliance with expectations for
accountability related to specific quality standards and anticipated outcomes for state preschool
programs as part of Act 166 and the increased state investments it leverages. Please see C2a
(page 65) for more specific program standards and a detailed description of Vermont STARS
and th¢ intcgrated monitoring system cnvisioned in Vermont’s RTT-ELC project. .

Figurcs 5, 6, and 7 below show that Vermont’s focus on quality in the current ELD system,
which encompassces the state preschool program as a mixed delivery model, has resulted in
consistent progress in improving the quality of its licensed carly childhood programs, the number
of registered home programs participating in VT STARS and the number of children who receive
child care financial assistance enrolled in high-quality programs. All of these accrue to increased
capacity to build on this quality to expand the state preschool program with resources grown
under Act 166 mandates and further, with resources from this proposal that achieve quality
standards in high-quality preschool programs (HQPP) that arc gencrally aspirational 1n our
current system. Other demonstrations of increases in quality resulting include its school

rcadincss results (sce €3, page 80).
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Figure 7: VT Children Enrolled in High-quality Programs, Annual Average, 2010-2014.

BS. Vermont’s coordination of preschool programs and services

Coordination of preschool programs and services across the many public and private

agencies that provide them is assured through a range of partners, and is supported through

legislation (Acts 62, 66, and 166) (see B3, page 23). These partners have different levels of

participation. For example, PreK is administered at the supervisory union or school district

level. They do enrollment, contracting, disbursement of funds, and data collection and reporting..

Ilcad Start and Early Icad Start provide PrcK within their own federal to local system.

Vermont’s Agency of Education (AOE) and Agency of Human Scrvices (Al1S) provides policy,

technical assistance, data collection, and ensurcs compliance. Building Bright Futurcs, Parent

Child Centers/Parent Child Centers Network, and Community Child Carc Support Agencics,

participate by providing advecacy, outreach, coordination and referrals. The partners and their

roles include:
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Figure 8: K¢y Vermont ELD Institutions.

Vermont’s Agency of Education (VT AOE) shares authority with DCF to oversee
implementation of Act 62, administers the Readiness Kindergarteners Survey and the Early
Education Initiative Grants, and is a co-lcad with AHS for IDEA Part C, VT AOE administers
IDEA Part B Essential Early Education services, Title [, Early Multi-Tiered System of Support
and the Child Nutrition program. It also designed and impletmented the Higher Education
Collaborative-Early Childhood/Early Childhood Special Education (ECE/ECSE) teacher
licensure progratn that has enabled nearly 100 early educators to obtain an ECE or ECSE license.

Agency of Human Scrvices (Al1S) 1s the umbrella ageney for six health and human scrvices
rclated departments of Vermont state government. These include the Departments of Health
(VDH), Children and Familics (DCF), Corrections, Mental 1ealth, Aging and Indcpendent
Living and Hcalth Access (Mcdicaid & state health care programs). .

The Agency has had a decade long tocus on coordination and organization of services o
provide a unified “one agency” approach to consumer services. The most recent and robust
effort to bring agency services together is the integration of child and family services across the
AHS into one seamless continuum of care for children & families prenatal to 22. These efforts
arc happening within the context of health care reform and comprchensive multi-disciplinary.

responsc to care across the health and human scrvices speetrum.
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As part of that effort, Integrated Family Services (IFS) is strongly committed to prenatal and
early intervention for children and families. It is understood that giving families early support,
education and necessary developmental intervention will produce more favorable and lasting
outcomes at a lower cost then the current practice of waiting until circumstances arc bad cnough
to access high end funding streams which often result in out of home or out of state placements
or morc intensive medical interventions. This leads naturally to a fundamental focus on carly
lecarning and development. Children’s Integrated Scrvices (CIS) is a model of the IFS approach
focused on children prenatal age 6 and their families.

As a product of shared work on the Vermont Early Childhood Framework and Action Plan,
an Early Childhood Interagency Coordinating Team (ECICT) was convened by the Governor’s
Office and the Secretaries of Human Services and Education (see Appendix, page 264).

The ECICT 18 responsible for fostering active collaboration between the organizations
represented by the membership to “scrve as an intcragencey body to maintain a broad view of the
collective work in the carly childhood world and to foster a collaborative and collective approach
across. statc government to realizing the promisce of every Vermont child.” The ECICT provides
oversight to the EC Action Plan and support the BBF. Council to develop assessment
mechanisms to track and measure progress towards the Results defined in the plan.

The Department for Children and Families (DCF) includes CDD, which administers the

Child Care Financial Assistance Program (CC FAP) and related workforce and quality.
improvement initiatives under CCDF, CDD has responsibility for Child Care Licensing, the
ITcad Start-Statc Collaboration Office and Children’s Intcgrated Scrvices (CIS) that includces
carly intcrvention services under Part C of IDEA. The CDD and AOE also co-administer public
PrcK under Vermont Act 166. The CCD administers Community Bascd Child Abusc Prevention
(CBCAP).

The DCF also includes the Family Services Division (FSD), responsible for child protection
and child welfare, and the Economic Services Division (ESD), responsible for Reach Up
(TANF), 3 Squares VT (SNAP) and Dr. Dynasaur eligibility {SCHIP). The CDD within DCF
works closcly with and supports Building Bright Futurcs by granting $184,000 annually in
Vermont gencral funds to the Building Bright Futures State Advisory Council. Also, i fiscal
ycar 2015, a total of $942,334 has been awarded in grants to the 12 Building Bright Futures.

Rcgional Councils. These funds are used to provide community-bascd scrvices to promote

PR/Award & 541381500308
Page 73



Vermont PDG-Expansion Application for Funding (CFDA 84.419B)-Narrative
Pagc 57

family protective factors and to link families to local early childhood services (See Appendix,

page 330).
Building Bright Futures

Building Bright Futurcs (BBF) is the state carly childhood council for Vermont’s carly care,
hecalth and cducation system. The BBF has been ¢stablished as a public-private partnership,
opcerating as an independent 501(c)(3) organization.

A governing council of 23 members Icads Building Bright Futures statewide. . These
members are appointed by the Governor and include government leaders, legislators, and early
care, health, and education representatives from various stakeholder groups including parents..
The Council’s chief tasks are: {1) to monitor and report on the quality, accessibility, and equity
of services for families and young children through an integrated system for planning,
coordinating, and developing of carly childhood programs; and (2) to advisc on carly childhood
policy, data collection, and resource allocation decisions at the State and regional levels. Current
staffing includes an Exccutive Dircctor, a Data Analyst, a Regions Manager and a part-time
Coordinator.

BBF serves an additional role as umbrella organization to 12 regional early childhood
councils who monitor and improve their local systems of service delivery. These local councils
contain broad local representation, and conduct outreach and coordination in their own service
areas. They all have local action plans that align with Vermont’s Early Childhood Action Plan
(scc B3, pagc 23; and Figurc 9 below). Thus, between the Council and the Regional Councils,
BBF has extensive recach throughout Vermont’s carly childhood infrastructure and stakcholders.

BBF is statutorily charged under Act 104 with assuring an accountable, results based,
comprchensive and coherent system of high-quality carly childhood services that arc
coordinated, aligned with established early learning and development standards, and are
geographically and financially accessible 1o all families with young children. The BBF Regional
Councils do not actually deliver direct services to children and families. Rather, they work with
communily pariners to make sure that local services {0 young children are plentiful, of high-
quality, and casily availablc to anyonc who nceds them. Undcer Act 104, carly care, health and
cducation arc defined as *all scrvices provided to families expecting a child and to children up to
the age of six, including child care, family support, carly cducation, mental and physical health

scrvices, nutrition services and disability scrvices.”.
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In April 2014, BBF issued the second edition of an annual report, /fow Are Vermont's Young
Children? (Cottey and Palerson). This report looks comprehensively at the ““state of young child

and family well-being in Vermont.”
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Figure 9: Building Bright Futures Structure

Early Head Start & Head Start. Vermont has seven federally funded Head Start programs
serving children and families living in poverty across the state. They provide PreK programs
within their own system. Four of the seven are also Early Head Start programs. All seven Head
Start programs in Vermont participate in Act 62 preschool partnerships. Head Start programs

work with the Vermont [cad Start State Collaboration Oftice and their school partners to
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implement effective school transitions practices 1o help Head Start graduates 1o make a
successful transition into kindergarten.

The Vermont Head Start Collaboration Oftice Director is a member of the Building Bright
Futurcs Statc Advisory Council, Inc. (BBF SAC) and co-chairs the BBF SAC Data and
Evaluation Committce.

Community Child Care Support Agencies (CCCSAs) include 12 CCCASs located throughout
Vermont's fourteen countics. Each of these agencics i1s a member of Vermont Association for
Child Care Resource and Referral (VACCRRA), Vermont's child care resource and referral
network. Six of the CCCSAs are also Parent Child Centers.

The Vermont Family Network (VFN) promotes health, education and well-being for all
children and families, with a focus on children and young adults with special needs. VFN offers
support, scrvices, and rcferrals for familics with children with high nceds and disabilitics
including ASD and high-tech medical concerns, VFN is the state’s federally-funded Family-to-
Family Ilcalth Information Center (F2F-HIC) and Parent Traming Information Center (PTIC),
and 1s the national Family Voices Vermont chapter and Parent to Parent Program. Vermont
Family Network is a core partner in the Vermont Early Childhood Alliance (formerly Kids Are
Priority One) and a member of the Vermont Coalition for Disability Rights (VCDR).

A variety of online resources also exist for Vermont’s parents. Outreach will be conducted to
assure electronic dissemination of information on opportunities for PreK available to parents

through this grant, if awarded.
B6. Role in promoting coordination of preschool programs with other sectors

As previously discussed, Vermont’s universal PreK lcgislation, Act 166, includes a mandate
for joint authority over monitoring by Vermont’s Agency of Education and Department of
Children and Families. The Vermont legislature’s decision to mandate joint authority. is in
recognition of the importance of a comprehensive view of preschool children and their families.

Vermont’s state preschool program is a mixed delivery system. It includes partnerships.
between Vermont state agencies and LEAs, Head Start, and private providers — exemplifies
cross-scctor collaboration in that regional partners design and implement services in accord with
their own approaches but in conformity with Vermont and fedceral standards. Various types of
programs usc diffcrent curricula and have different philosophical approaches. 1lowcever, under

Act 166 (scc B3, page 23), and the previous Act 62, all programs must mect the same program
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standards, child care licensing regulations, staft qualifications, and ensure that their programs
align with Vermont’s Early Learning Standards (VELS) (see B, page 17).

Act 166 in particular, which becomes fully operational on July 1, 2015, mandates
“developmentally appropriate carly development and [carning expericnces based on Vermont’'s
carly learning standards.” It prequalifics both public and private providers bascd on minimum
quality standards, and rcquircs adhcrence to evidence-bascd practices that “create a
devclopmentally appropriate environment and support the delivery of an engaging program that
supports the social, emotional, intellectual, language, literacy, and physical development of PreK
children.” .

Vermont’s Agency of Human Services has recently brought agency services together through
Integrated Family Services (IFS) (see BS, page 54).

The Vermont 1ead Start State Collaboration Office (VHSSCO) is onc of the statc entitics
that contributes to promoting the coordination of preschool programs and services at the state
and local levels with other scetors that support the carly Icarning and development of children,
including child health, mental health, family support, nutrition, child welfare, and adult
education and training sectors. Because the federal government oversees Head Start services and
operations and provides funding directly to Head Start programs/programs to serve preschool-
age children and their families in their local communities, the VHSSCO funded by a federal
grant from the Office of Head Start, Administration for Children and Families and located in the
Child Devclopment Division, Department for Children and Familics, Agency of 1Human
Scrvices, provides a structurc and proccess to facilitate collaboration among Tlcad Start and Early
ITcad Start programs and statc and local entities that perform activitics designed to benefit young
children from birth to school entry and. their low-income familics and promotes the collaboration
and coordiation of Head Start programs and services. .

Head Start programs have a variely of agreements with partners regarding the coordination
and provision of publicly funded PreK education, services for children with disabilities, and
transitions services. The VHSSCO collected data through a November — December 2013 Head
Start-LEA PrcK Partnership survey of the seven Iead Start programs who reported on PreK
partnerships with LEAs during the 2013-2014 school ycar. The survey found that six Head Start
programs dircctly partner with 23 LEAs at 28 individual Tlcad Start-LEA PrcK Partnerships

sites. In carly 2014 Rutland County llcad Start became. the scventh Icad Start grantee to have a
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Head Start-LEA PreK parinership. According to the 2013-2014 Head Start PIR, Head Start
programs during the 2013-2014 program year collectively had 63 formal agreements with LEAs
1o coordinate services for children with disabilities and 12 formal agreements with Part C
agencics to coordinate scrvices for children with disabilitics. During the same program year,
Ilcad Start programs collcctively had 57 formal agreements with LEAS to coordinate transition

scrvices according to the 2013-2014 Head Start PIR..
B. Commitment to State Preschool Programs - Evidence

*  Vermont's Early Learning Standards (scc Appendix, page 390) (B1)
* Tablc of state’s financial investment (Required Table B){(scc Appendix, page 184) (B2)
* Evidence of enacted and pending legislation, policies, or practices (B3)
o Act 62 (scc Appendix, page 201)
o Act 66 (scc Appendix, page 215)
o Actl 166 (see Appendix, page 185)
*  Other evidence:
o Vermont licensing standards (see Appendix, page 219) (B4)
o Vermont’'s Early Childhood Action Plan (see Appendix, page 229) (B3)
o BBF Direct Services Allocations, FY 2015 (see Appendix, page 217) (B4)
o NIEER Yearbook (2013) (see Appendix, page 306) (B4)
o Status of Hcad Start PrcK Partnerships in Vermont and Nationally (scc Appendix,
page 325) (B6)
o [Tlcad Start PIR (2013-2014) (scc Appendix, Page 278) (B6)
o Early Childhood Intcragency Coordinating Tcam Agrcement (see Appendix, page
264) (B3)

C. Ensuring Quality in Preschool Programs

C1. Use no more thanA; of funds for infrastructure and quality improvements including:

. ( . . .
Vermont will use no more than 0. of funds, if awarded, for infrastructure and quality
improvements (Vermont’s allocation will be closer to). Vermont’s use of these funds

mirrors several of the suggestions in the RFP including “enhancing or expanding early learning
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and development standards,” “supporting programs in meeting the needs of children with
disabilities and English learners, including in workforce development” and “building state and
communily support for HQPP through systemic linkages (o other early learning programs and
resources to suppert familics.” Tlighlights of the usc of the 0 of funds include:

¢ Creation of Grant Coordinator. (who will serve as the program manager) and School
Finance Analyst (who will scrve as the fiscal manager) positions to assurc
implementation and sustainability of the grant including the provision of technical
assistancc to subgrantccs.

*  Tcchnical assistance will include the implementation of a Professional Learning
Community for improving practicc and continuous quality improvement; and assistance
with administrative tasks such as budgeting and reporting, and in braiding funding to
promote sustainability.

* A contract for program cvaluation,

* Limited cxpenscs relating to travel and cquipment,

See the budget and budget narrative for a more complete description of proposed use of the

A;. set-aside for infrastructure and qualily improvements.
C2. Implement a system for monitoring

As noted 1n C1 above and discussed elsewhere in this application, Vermont's universal PreK
legislation, Act 166 (scc B3, page 23), mandatcs rcporting from the providers to the distriets, the
districts to the statc agencics providing oversight, and the statc agencics to the legislature. The
legislation requires Vermont’s Agency of Education and Department for Children and Familics
to “jomtly monitor and evaluate PrcK education programs to promotc optimal outcomces for
children and to collect data that will inform future decisions” including such areas as
programmatic details, quality improvement through training, mentoring, and technical assistance,
the progress of children enrolled in PreK, and instruction and progratn practices..

Vermonl proposes to fulfill this monitoring and data collection mandate by building on its
cxisting data collcction systems and infrastructurc and intcgrating the federal Iead Start
monitoring systcm with the State’s PreK monitoring system. Currently, Vermont’s Agency of
Education (AOE) collccts and maintains information about publicly funded preschool programs

but there 18 no formal monitoring process. Using RTT-ELC funds, in combination with
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infrastructure through this PDG-Expansion application, Vermont seeks to institute such an
expanded monitoring system. PDG-Expansion funds will not be used for this purpose.

Vermont will partner with a nationally recognized organization or individual with expertise.
in carly childhood cducation and program cvaluation to help design a preschool monitoring
system. Using PDG Expansion funds, if awarded, Vermont will use its subgrantces as the first
wavc of PrcK programs in this cxpanded and robust monitoring system. In the monitoring
system, state staff will go out and monttor PrcK programs. AOE and CDD will convene a work
group comprised of staff from state agencies, monitoring project consultants, early childhood
educators from both LEAs and community-based ELDPs, legislators and a small group of
interested stakeholders and experts to advise the design and piloting processes.

AOE is currently recruiting a highly qualified early childhood educator as the Monitoring
Project Consultant to manage the development and piloting processcs in the first two years of the
RTT-ELC grant period and then actively monitor preschool programs as the monitoring system
is implemented in the third and fourth ycars. A sccond preschool monitoring consultant will be
brought on n the third year to assist in implementation. Preschool monitors will go out to the
subgrantees and collect and organize data and information about how each publicly funded
preschool program 1s offered locally and will provide on-site technical assistance to programs
regarding program rules, services for children and families and coordination with other local
ELDP and other services for children and farmilies. They will have full access to all program
information available in BFIS and to all VT STARS program asscssment data. Preschool
monitoring will be intentionally coordinated with child carc licensing and VT STARS
asscssment activitics. In addition, the State will use RTT-ELC funds to build on its cxisting data,
collection systems and infrastructure by linking PreK data, Teaching Strategics GOLD data, and
Head Start child outcomes data to the State’s Kindergarten through Grade 12 State Longitudinal
Data System (SLDS), and preschool monitors will be able to access monitoring relevant data
from these data sources by 2017. AOE recently selecied a vendor to construct 1ts Kindergarten
through Grade 12 SLDS, and AOE and DCF staft will be able to access monitoring-relevant data
from this enhanced data infrastructurc.

The AOE and CDD will use the data and ancedotal cvidence accumulated during piloting and

implcmentation to asscss the cfficacy of the system for monitoring publicly funded preschool
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and make recommendations for sustaining and improving its PreK system in accordance with the
moniloring requirements of Act 166.

The goals of the new monitoring system will be:

¢ To ensure programs monitor data that evidence shows makes a different in quality and.
outcomes,

¢ Toensure programs that provide PreK in Vermont are adhering to the standards of
quality and have provide high-quality scrvices that maximize positive outcomces for
children and familics. .

¢ To ensure providers are functioning at the optimal professional level, with improvement
plans developed and implemented as required to ensure optimal performance; and

¢ Specifically, metrics will track child outcomes and adult/child interactions, rating on the
cnvironmental scales, data from Vermont’s TQRIS, VT STARS, and related child care
licensing data, and data from llcad Start and Early Ilcad Start monitoring.

The tederal Head Start monitoring and training and technical assistance (T/TA) system will
be linked to the State’s PreK monitoring system when there is the presence of Head Start-eligible
children who are part of the funded Head Start enrolltnent as determined by OHS and who
receive State-funded PreK education.

Head Start programs will operate under the following rules:

¢ Il federal Head Start funds {or non-tfederal match, such as State Act 166 universal PreK
funds or local government funds or private funds) support slots providing all of the
required Hcead Start programming and scrvices under the Head Start Act and the Head
Start Program Performance Standards and Other Regulations, federal 1ead Start
monitoring 1s conducted in thosc classrooms {or groups) at no cost to the Statc of
Vermont. .

*  With the exception of full-day classrooms consisting of children in slots funded. with
federal Head Start dollars and children in slots funded with federal PreK expansion grant
dollars in the same classroom at the same time, Federal Head Start monitoring will not
happen for slots paid for by federal PreK expansion grant dollars or if federal Title L
dollars and are administered by Head Start programs to provide all of the required Head
Start programming and scrvices undcr the Tlead Start Act and the Head Siart Program

Performance Standards and Other Regulations.
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* For full-day classrooms consisting of both children in slots funded with federal Tead
Start dollars and children in slots funded with federal PreK expansion grant dollars that
receive all of the all of the required Head Start programming and services under the Head
Start Act and the [lead Start Program Performance Standards and Other Regulations,
the 1lcad Start monitoring systcm will still monitor those classrooms in terms of tcacher
qualifications and physical surroundings, ctc. but it will only monitor the individual cases
files of those children in slots funded with federal Head Start dollars.

* The Office of Head Start will still monitor part-day slots funded with federal Head Start
dollars cven if the 1ead Start program uscs federal PreK expansion dollars, Statc Act 166
universal PreK dollars, and/or Child Carc and Development Fund dollars to cxtend the
day from part-day to full-day provided the children in those slots are Head Start-eligible
and receive the all of the required Head Start programming and services under the Head

Start Act and the [lead Start Program Performance Standards and Other Regufatfons."’

C2a. Has the capacity to measure preschool quality, including parent satisfaction and to

provide performance feedback
Vermont STARS

Vermont was one of only thirteen states to launch a Quality Rating System (QRS) prior to
2004 (ACF OPE, 2010). Vermont Step Ahead Recognition System (VT STARS) was developed
to increasc the number of programs intentionally addressing and documenting quality in their

programs in order to closc the “quality gap” between thel Vo of regulated programs that were

then nationally aceredited and thcg o which were simply operating legally. VT STARS and the

levels of quality 1t describes were also developed to provide a resource to parents to help guide

them in selecting a high-quality program for their child.
VT STARS is a tiered, voluntary, point-based system. It requires participants to meet one
threshold requirement, State licensing or registrati0n4,_ and then awards a star rating (one to five

VT STARS) based on points acquired for meeting additional criteria in five arenas:

*Bascd upon cmail correspondence from September 19-27, 2014 between Louise Eldridge, Program Manager with
the Region [ Oflice ol Head Starl, and Ben Allen, Vermont Head Siart Collaboration Direclor.

In Vermont, all full-time child care providers providing care for more than two families must be licensed to

operate a child care lacility or be registered with the Siale to run a family child care home.
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* Rcgulatory history;.

» Staff qualifications and annual professional development;.

s Familics and communitics;

¢ Program praclices; and .

¢ Admimstration.

A maximum of thrce or five points 1s possiblc in cach arcna. Programs identify the points
their program is cligible to carn bascd on ticr-specific achicvements that arc verified through the
application process. The point total determines their number of stars.

This tiered, point-based model creates a dynamic interaction between programs and VT
STARS progress, accommodaltes the wide variety of ELDP included in VT STARS and
promoles a strengths based approach to continuous quality improvement. VT STARS ratings are
valid for three years from the date of the asscssment, with an annual reporting requirement. Any.
program can rcquest an additional assessment within that time period 1in order to attain a higher

star Ievel.
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Figure 10: Vermont STARS Functions.

VT STARS includcs the following clements:
Quality Standards for Programs and Practitioners

VT STARS is based on a statewide set of comprehensive tiered program standards (see

Table 9 below).
Early Learning and Development Standards

Vermont Early Learning Standards (VELS) are Vermont’s statewide carly lcarning and
dcvelopment standards for three to five year olds (sce B1, page 17). In the Program Practice
Arcna of the VT STARS application (scc Appendix, page 497), the following statcment is
included: “The Vermont Early Learning Standards (VELS) inform cducators in the development
of curriculum and educational straiegies, and should be used as a framework for developing

curriculum and program changes.”
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Comprehensive Assessment

The Program Practices Arcna of VT STARS embeds components of a comprchensive
asscssment system intended to help carly childhood cducators (ECE) make informed
instructional and programmatic decisions about the process and context of young children’s
learning and development. Progression through VT STARS levels allows providers to begin
accessing assessment where they are, and guides them upward toward greater reliability and
rigor in assessment practices. Several valid and reliable assessment tools are approved for use in
VT STARS.

Formative Assessment; ELDP participating in VT STARS must provide verification that
“the program regularly uscs obscrvation and other forms of informal assecssments to document
children's strengths, needs, interests and growth. The program maintains records of this
documentation and utilizes the resulis of this ongoing system of assessment to inform curriculum
planning.” In order to earn four or five points in this arena, programs must use the Agency of
Education (AOE)/Child Development Division {CDD) approved child assessment system, which
1s TS GOLD. TS GOLD is a widely used, evidenced-based formative assessment instrument.
These data have the dual purposc of measuring child outcomes as well as providing information
teachers usc to differentiate instruction and better mect the unique needs of all children. The usc
of TS GOLD throughout the statc s being expanded. through RTT-ELC funds. TS GOLD has
been aligned with current VELS.

Measures of Environmental Quality: The Environmental Rating Scales (ERS) are the

predominant valid program assessment tool recognized and applied in the VT STARS. These
include the Infant Toddler Environmental Rating Scale (ITERS), the Early Childhood
Environmental Rating Scale (ECERS), the Family Child Care Environmental Rating Scale
(FCCERS) and the School Age Care Environmental Rating Scale (SACERS).

Mcasurcs of Quality of Adult Child Intcractions: The Classroom Asscssment Scoring

System (CLASS) will be added as a valid program asscssment tool in VT STARS in 2015.
Farly Childhood Educator Qualifications

In the Staff Qualification and annual Professional Development Arena of VT STARS,
participating ELD programs complete a Vermont Child Development Division approved

worksheet that assigns a numerical value to educational level, experience in the field and annual
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hours of participation in relevant professional development for every staff member working
directly with children. Detailed definitions of relevant course work, credentials and degrees are
described in the VT STARS application (see Appendix, page 497). The program’s average score,
across all staff working dircctly with children determines how many points may be awarded in
this arcna.

All staff members arc also required to have a current Individual Professional Development
Plans (IPDP) or a statcment of annual professional development goals. VT STARS requirements
in this arena are aligned with, and reference, Vermont Agency of Education Early Childhood

Licensure and the Northern Lights Career Development Center (NLCDC) Career Ladder.
VT STARS Family Engagement Strategies.

Vermont licensing requirements for ELDPs include mandates to provide parent orientation to.
the program, parent aceess to the program, ongoing two-way communication with familics,
opportunitics to voluntcer and participate in the program, support for breast feeding, offer parent
cducation 1n child development and parenting skills, and linkages with community supports.

The Familics and Communitics Arcna of VT STARS (Vermont’s TQRIS) awards points to
licensed programs for implementing strategies that promote two-way communication between
the ELDP and families; invite families to participate actively in the ELDP; link families to
community resources; and enhance the capacity of families to support their children’s education
and development. To earn 3 points in this arena, ELDP must apply the Strengthening Farnilies
Framcwork (SFF) to program practices.

Currently, Vermont’s TQRIS requires the following:

* STARS Tiers 5 and 4 (Highest)

o Use the Center for the Study of Social Policy - Strengthening Families Child
Carc Program Asscssment tool, Document the process and submit a program
improvement plan,

o Conduct a Family Satisfaction survey at least once a year that includes, but is
not limited to, the following types of questions: daily routines/curriculum, the
environment and program policies including communication with families and
program policies. Document numbers of surveys distributed and returned and

summarize what was lcarncd as a result of the survey and the actions taken,
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o Describe 3 strategies the program uses to share resources/information with
families and which are most successful and why.

o Have a wrillen philosophy statement defining the relationship between
familics and the program.

o Document opportunitics for familics to mect with program staft and with
other parents that occur annually at two social cvents and document onc
family group cvent designed to discuss specific content of interest to familics.

o Document three ways families are encouraged to be involved in the program
throughout the year.

o Attain specialized Child Care Status.

o Document that the program maintains connections with the community to
support and advocatc for children, familics or the profession (24 hours
annually).

* STARS Tiers 3 and 2
o b through h standards as described above
* STARS Tier | (Lowest).
o b through d standards as dcscribed above
For a broadcr discussion of Vermont’s family engagement strategics (sce E10bii, page

131).
Health Promotion Practice

The Regulatory History Arena of VT STARS embeds health promotion practices and related
nutrition policies 1n state regulations. ERS assessments also evaluate aspects of health promotion
and raisc the bar above licensing regulation in addressing incrcasing Ievels of environmental
quality in ELDP.

Table 10: How ELD Programs Meet VT STARS Standards

Regulatory History Arena

No Points
Requested

1 point 2 points, 3 points 4 points 5 points

In regulatory
compliance

Operated as a
regulaied
program for 12
months Lo 35
months with no
SEr10us of,

Operated as a
regulated
program for 36
months to. 59
months with no.
serious. or.

Operated as a
regulaied
program for,
60 months or
more with. no
SEr10us o1

Not applicable | N/A

{N/A)
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re0CCUITInG reoccurting re0CCUITInG
violations violalions violations
Staff Qualifications and Annual Professional Development Arena
No Points 1 point 2 points 3 points 4 points S points
Requested
In compliance [lave an Have an, [lave an NiA N/A
with Vermont individual individual individual
Child Care prolessional professional prolessional
Licensing development development development
Regulations for | plan AND Score | plan AND plan AND
stall training based on Scorg based on Score based on
and achievements in, | achievementsin | achievements
qualifications course work, course work, in course
experience, experience, work,
annual training, annual training. | experience,
and annual
training,
Familics and Communities Arena
No Points 1 point 2 points 3 points 4 points 5 points
Requested
In compliance Conduct a family | Criteria for one | Criteria for N/A N/A
with satisfaction paint one and two
Vermont Child | survey points
Care Licensing Have social &
Regulations for | Create a plan education Use the
working with based on what events for Strengthening
familics. was leamed from | familics, Families Child
the family _ Cuarc
satisfaction Have Assessment
suUrvey opportunitics Tool
for lamilies to
[lave a wrilien be involved n Develop a
philosophy. on, the program Strengthening
relationships . Families
with familics Be an approved. | program
Specialized improvenent
Share Child Care plan
community Provider
information & Havea
resources with Refer families leadership
families 10 community statement
SUppOotts as
Do some. needed Do leadership
professional activities
networking
activities Professional
reference
about your
leadership role
Program Practices Arena
No Points 1 point 2 points 3 points 4 points 5 points
Requested
In compliance Do an evaluation | With a tramed [lave an [lave an Have national
with of the program mentor. do an. independent independent accreditation
Vermonl Child | using an evaluation ol ASSESSOL ASSESSOT Program
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Care Licensing
Regulations lor

approved lool

the program.
using an.

evaluate the
prograni using

evaluate the
prograni using

improvement plan

Do child

progran, Developa approved tool an approved an approved
praclices prograni . tool. Achieve a | tool. Achievea | observations
improvement Developa specilic score specilic score. Use child
plan program observations to,
mprovement Develop.a Develop.a plan curriculum
plan program program
improvement improvement
Do child plan plan
observations . .
Do child Do child
Use child observations observations
observationsto | . .
plan curriculum, | Use child Use child
observations to | observations to
plan, plan cutriculum
curriculum
Administration Arena
No. Points 1 point 2 points 3 points 4 points, 5 points
Requested,
In compliance Family [Tomes: Family Homes: | Family NiA N/A
with Vermont [ave written Criteria forone | [omes:
Child Care agreement or. point: policy on | Criteria lor
Licensing contract program onc & two,
Regulations, for closures; poinls:
adminisirating | Licensed Cenlers: | professional parent
a child care. Policy about membership., handbook;
prograni. planning : liability.
individual, Licensed insurance:
professional Centers: written budget

development and

benefits and
salary scale

Crileria for one
point: staff
breaks policy

Licensed
Centers:
Criteria for
one & two
points:

wages at least
85% of the
livable wage
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Figure 11: Targets for Improving ELDP Quality in Vermont

Vermont has specific targets for improving ELDP quality through 2017 (Figure 12 above).
Effective Data Practices.

The Bright Futures Information System (BFIS) developed and maintained by the Vermont
Child Development Division (CDD) contains exiensive programmalic, regulatory and quality
rating data on ELDP in Vermont including STAR level, program type, bonuscs paid for level
achicved, cnrollment of Child Carc Financial Assistance Program (CC FAP) cligible children
and quality diffcrentials paid on behalf of children cligible for CC FAP. BFIS also contains
verified information about staff qualifications and professional development that is becoming
more robust and allows the VT STARS Coordinators, who have permission to view. information
in BFIS, to confirm the accuracy of information 1n the Staff Qualifications arena.

These VT STARS Coordinators, employed by a community contractor responsible for VT
STARS administration, also maintain a collection of process and program data related to
applications received and processed, points awarded, ERS scores, and progression of programs
through VT STARS. They have cstablished standard data collection and recording practices that
allow them to cvaluate system outcomes and submit detailed quarterly reports to the CDD in
order to track trends in VT STARS,

The VT STARS data sct from BFIS is incorporated into the Vermont Early Childhood Data
and Reporting System (ECDRS.) The VT BFIS CC FAP enrollment and attendance dataset and
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workforce credentials and education dataset will be included in ECDRS in 2015, data sharing
agreements were recently signed (see below).

VT STARS is monitored by the VT STARS Oversight Committee, a group of 15 diverse
cxperts and stakcholders, including statc agency representatives, VT STARS Coordinators,
technical assistance providers and VT STARS rated ELDP, who have met monthly for the past
cight years to advisc the Child Development Division (CDD) and the Agency of Education
(AOE) on how to improvc and support VT STARS. They apply what is known about the
elements of a high-functioning standards based system, as defined by the QRIS National
Learning Network, as well as feedback from experiences in the VT STARS System to
continually improve our TQRIS. The VT STARS Oversight Committee advises the CDD on.
improving data collection and expanding the capacity of BFIS to collect and report information
on VT STARS participation.

In 2014, 681 of Vcermont’s child care providers were licensed. . Depending on provider type,
between 42% and 100% of carly childhood providers participate in VT STARS. Licensurcis a
threshold requirement for participation in VT STARS. Through ongoing outrcach through
multiple early childhood provider networks, Vermont seeks to attract unlicensed early. childhood.
providers to seek licenses and ultimately (o participate in VT STARS.

Vermont statute requires that providers must be regulated when providing paid care to
children in more than two families rather than for more than two unrelated children. Our TQRIS.
program, VT STARS, includcs all regulated providers as well as state funded preschool
programs in any sctting, all of which must be licensed. VT STARS docs not ¢xclude any
regulated provider and regulation encompasscs cveryone caring for morce than two familics with
no cxeeptions. Thus, Vermont does mandate that all regulated programs arc included m the
State’s TQRIS, but the State’s definition of regulated programs varies from the federal
definition. A statutory change will be proposed in the next legislature to require regulation when
providing paid care for more than two children unrelated to the provider.

The majority of unlicensed providers are small, informal caretakers giving care to a small
number of children, often in morc remote parts of the State. All types of Vermont carly Icarning
and development (ELD) programs arc cligible to participate in VT STARS. All participants arc
rated on the same criteria, including staff qualifications and annual professional development,

program practices (including ERS and child obscrvation, and health promotion), families and
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communitly, program administration, and regulatory history. However, the VT STARS rating
evaluation process is tailored to different kinds of providers. For example, there are streamlined

processes for accredited and Head Start programs. .

C2h. Uses a Statewide Longitudinal Data System (SLDS) that tracks student progress from
Preschool-Grade 3.

Vermont’s existing carly Iearning and. related data systems arc robust but not well integrated.
(scc Table 10 below). Initiatives underway using RTT-ELC funds will result in a coordinated,
integrated 21st Century early learning data system (ELDS}) and will enhance, will aligned with,
and will be interoperable with the State of Vermont’s SLDS. This integration will improve
instructions, practices, services, and policies that support the health, development and learning of
children and families, including PreK. Vermont’s Agency of Education is currently constructing
its SLDS, and the SLDS will be operational in 2016, RTT ELC. funds will link the SLDS to
Ilcad Start, Early Ilcad Start, Part B 619, Kindergarten Readiness Survey, PreK and TS GOLD
data. It will collect and maintain detailed, high-quality, student- and staff-level data that are
linked. across cntitics and that over time provide a complcte academic and performance history
for each student. In the interim, data are being housed at Vermont’s Agency of Education’s

Education Data Warchouse.

Table 11: Early Learning and Development Data Systems Currently Used in Vermont

Essential Data Elements.
Unigue Unigue Unique Child and FEarly Data on Child-level
child Early. program | family Childhood program. | program
identifier Childhood | site demographic | Educator structur | participation
Educator identifier | information demographic | ¢ and and
identifier information quality attendance
BBF: Early . X X
Childhood Data
Reporting
System
{ECDRS)
Building Bright X X X X X X X
Futures
Information
System (BFIS)
Children’s X X X
Integrated
Service EI-Part
C of IDEA
Database’
Children’s X X X X
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Essential Data Elements

Unigue
child
identifier

Unigue
Early.
Childhood.
Educator
identifier

Unique
program
site
identificr

Child. and.
family
demographic.
information

Farly.
Childhood
Fducator
demographic
information.

Data on

program.

structur
¢ and
quality.

Child-level
program
participation
and
attendance

Integrated
Services
Database”

Head Start
Agency Data
Systems

Education Data
Warehouse.
{EDW) at AOE:
Part B.of 619
{EEE) Database

Teacher
Licensure
Database

EDW Publicly.
Funded PreK
Datascts®

Kindergartener
Readiness Survey.

Teaching
Strategics© for.
Early Childhood
GOLD.
Assessment
Databasc’

COLYAR Child
Nutrition.
Program (CNP)
wcb program:.
CNP Data also.
on EDW

MIECIHY Nurse
Family
Partnership.
Database

Child Health
Profile SPHINX®

WIC Database

Child Abuse and
Neglect
Database’

|

ESD Economic
Services.
Database'”

X

"Sources: VT Response to 50-State Survey on Early Childhood Care & Education Data Systems, Early Childhood
Dala Collaborative, December 2010 and March 2013; Email correspondence with Kathleen Paterson, BBF co-
director of ECDRS, on September 26, 2013 and October 05, 2014: Danielle Howes, Program Administrator, CIS
in CDD on September 30, 2013; Fmail correspondence with Danielle Howes, Program Administrator, CIS in
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Essential Data Elements

Unigue Unigue Unique Child and. FEarly. Data on Child-level

child Early. program. | family Childhood program. | program.

identifier Childhond. | site demaographic | Educator structur | participation,
Educator identificr | infermation demographic | eand and
identifier information, quality. attendance

CDD on September 30, 2013, Email correspondence with Peggy Brozicevie, Rescarch and Statistics Scction
Chicf, VDH and with Manucla Fonscea, Early Education Coordinator, AOE on Qctober 1, 2013.

.*The ECDRS working protoiype currenily has program level data and uses the BFIS Program Unique 1D (UID) as
the authoritative program UID and uses a matching algorithm il that UID is unavailable. Il will have all the
remaining essential data elements at the end of Year 2 of this grant.

*The BFIS is an integrated child care information system thal mcludes child care licensing, child care subsidy,
TOQRIS. relerral, prolessional development, education attamment and professional development. BFIS has unique
identificrs at the child, family. program. cducator level that arc used to link across the system to gencrate,
integrated daia reports. The Bright Futures Inlormation System has the capacity lo capture non-subsidy child-level
and program-level enrollment in all licensed programs through a probabilistic malching approach using data
clements (child’s initials, date of birth, town, and gender.), This functionality, of BFIS has not been used to date.
All carly learning and development programs arc required to be licensed and thus have a unique program,
identifier. This means all school or community based care and education programs are included in BFIS. AHS is
currently enhancing BFIS by expanding its program type option set (e.g., center, family home, after school
program) o include Publicly Funded PreK programs and FEarly Head Start or Head Start programs or partnerships.
Programs that serve children enrolled in Part C of [DEA or Part B of 619 children will be added to program type.
Once this is complete, all early learning and development programs, will have a unique 1T},

*This applies. only. to Part C of IDEA children entering Part B, Section 619, which is administered in AOE. Part B.
of 619 assigns a State Education Unique 1D upon transition, The information from Part C is shared with Part B of
619, but only by transter of hard copy data, not electronically.

IS is a resource for pregnant or postpartum women, and families with children from birth to age six, and.
specialized child care providers, It integrates services that include Part C of IDEA (EI), nursing and family
support, early childhoed and family mental health and specialized care. All data is submitted manually at this
time. Comprehensive data is collected regionally and analyzed for reporting. Data includes service-specific data
such as: custody status of child clients, referral source, services provided, paycer. environment where services are,
provided, ouicomes. timelines [or completion of case elements (evaluations. development ol a plan, plan reviews,
cte.), transition/exit data for all clients served.

® Publicly Funded PreK dala is collected al the Supervisory Union level (61 datasets) but is not reported at the siate
level, or at the school or program level.

"The AOL is working with the TS GOLD vendor to match the State Education Unique 1D with the child-level
portfolios. Once this is done, we will be able to link it to the K-12 SLDS.

*The Child Health Profile Data SPHINX includes a person 1D number across these VT7s universal programs
{referred to as tabs): newbormn vision and hearing sereening and tracking: lead screening, immunization registry
and birth certilicales.

* This data system has an interface with BFIS using an AIIS Inlegration server and processes.

""This data system has an interface with BFIS using an AHS I[ntegration server and processes..

Vermont will ensure that both systetms (SLDS and ECDRS) (a) contain all essential data
elements; (b) enable uniform data collection and easy entry of essential data elements; (c¢)
facilitate the exchange of data between participating State agencies; {d) generate information that
is timely, relevant, accessible, and easy for early learning and childhood programs and providers

to usc for continuous improvement and decision making and. to sharc with parents and other
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community stakeholders; and (e} meet regulatory and best practice dala oversight requirements.

Figure 13 below sumnarizes the data initiatives underway.
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Figurc 12: Summary of Proposed Data Initiative
Farly Childhood Data Reporting System (ECDRS)

ECDRS 1s a scarchable web-basced integrated public platform holding care, cducation, health,
and program quality datascts as wcll as socio-demographic data to inform, shape, and improve
cfforts to promote the well-being of young children, their familics and communitics from birth,

with a focus on prenatal care, through age 8 (third grade). .
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The Building Bright Futures State Advisory Council launched the ECDRS in September
2013 as a working prototype (version 1.3) using seven datasets, including STARS data (since
2007). In November 2014, a production ready system, buill from the ECDRS working
prototypc, to be named Vermont Insights v1.0 will be relcased to Vermont data stewards and
stakcholders. Scveral new data scts will be included in v1.0 including the Kindergarten
Rcadincss Survey results for 2011-12, 2012-13, 2013-14 and ongoing by SU/SD and statcwidc.
This carly childhood data reporting system will be fully developed by the end of 2016.. Vermont
policymakers will be able instantly access, track and analyze state and local indicators of young
child and family well-being and early childhood system strengths through visual depictions such
as graphs, maps, and charts. This feature will allow for rapid recognition of the circumstances of
Vermont families  data backed, zoned geographically by legislative and school districts
improving program planning and policics, and driving continuous improvement and results
accountability. In the new production rcady system, Vermont Insights, in addition to the built-in
data view, visualization, and cxport capabilitics, it will also have a "sharc out” capability to send
sclected information to configurcd cxternal systems via APIs (Application Program Intcrfaccs).
Use of data by a diverse group of stakeholders will be a key focus in the roll out of Vermont
Insights in 2015.

ECDRS is a product of Building Bright Futures State Advisory Council and is currently
advised by its Data and Evaluation Committee (DEC).

ECDRS 15 a publicly accessible online toolbox that integrates meaningful data on the well-
being of children, familics and communitics. It provides a detailed profile of Vermont’s carly
childhood data systems by kcy characteristics, Qur work with the national Early Childhood Data
Collaborative since 2010 and the current BBF sponsorcd ECDRS initiative has provided
opportunities for us to closely examine and build relationships between each of the stewards and
stakeholders of the data systems. .

Over time, this will lead to an increased understanding by stakeholders of the
comprehensiveness and inter-connectedness of the early childhood system. Further, it reinforces
that wc all sharc a common goal: that longitudinal and comprchensive data arc necessary to
support children’s health, development and Icaming in their carly years, through their school

ycars and onward.
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C2c¢. Clearly specifies measurable outcomes to be uchieved,

Vermont has built a third party cvaluation into the infrastructure of the Vermont PDG -
Expansion proposal. Once an cvaluation partner is identificd, the outcomes proposcd. in this
section will be considered and final outcome measures collectively confirmed by AOE, AHS and
participating Subgrantees. These will then be written into Memorandums of Agreement for
Subgrantees. Consistent with measures identified in Act 166 and the Vermont Early Childhood
Action Plan, outcomes measure for eligible children participating in HQPP, their families and the

TTQPP arc proposcd as:
Child Outcomes.

*  90% of children participating in HQPP are rated as "ready" at the start of their
Kindergarten year in cach of the 5 domains on the Kindergarten Readiness Survey.

¢ 00-100% of the children participating in HQPP meet or exceed expectations for progress
between the fall and the spring assessment period i cach of the 6 domains of Icarning
and dcvclopment using the on-linc TS GOLD asscssment system,

*  75-90% of children participating [HHQPP attend preschool at lcast 98% of the time it 1s
offcred and the percent of children participating at Icast 98% of the time increascs over
each year of the grant period.

*  50-100% of children participating in HQPP reccive developmental screenings on a
schedule consistent with recommendations in Bright Futures: Guidelines for Health
Supervision of Infants, Children and Adolescents, 3rd edition, are referred to the

appropriate resources when any developmental concerns are identified.
Family Outcomes,

¢ The percent of families of children participating in HQPP self-evaluate fanmly strengths
and resilicney at least twice annually using a valid and rcliable tool, such as
the Strengthening Familics Framcwork (scc E9, page 121) with perecived growth in
strengths.

*  75-90% of families of children participating in HQPP, including families of children with

spceial nceds and familics of children who are dual language learners report that they arc
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engaged in their child's early learning and development in the HQPP and satisfied with

the quality of the program and the services they receive.
HQOPP Outcomes

¢ 100% of the HQPP are observed using a valid and reliable program assessment tool
approved by the AOE and AHS and identificd in the Program Practice Arcna of Vermont
STARS, such as the Early Childhood Environmental Rating Scales (ECERS) or the
Classroom Asscssment Scoring System (CLASS), and develop and implement a
continuous quality improvement plan to address any program wcaknesscs,

*  The pereent of TIQPP that use a valid and rcliable program asscssment tool, such as the
Strengthening Familics Child Care Asscssment tool at lcast annually and create a
program improvement plan to build protective factors and otherwise increase positive
outcomes for families increase in each year of the grant period.

*  The number/percent of HQPP that achicve and maintain a rating of 5 stars in the Vermont
STARS or achieve and maintain national accreditation by the National Academy of Early

Child hood Programs in NAEYC increase in each year of the grant period.
C3. Measure the outcomes of participating children
Kindergarten Entry Assessments

The Ready Kindergarteners Survey (RKS) is one of the strengihs of Vermont’s early
childhood statewide assessment system. . Since 2000, Vermont has gathered information on the
readiness of children entering kindergarten by annually surveying all kindergarten teachers about
the “recadincss” of their students within the first six to ten weeks of school. The survey includces
the five Esscential Domains of School Readiness: (1) language and litcracy development, (2)
cognition and general knowledge, (3) approaches toward lcaming, (4) physical well-being and
motor development, and (5) social and emotional development. The survey conforms to the,
recommendations of the National Research Council report on early childhood assessments, and
is aligned with VELS. By 2015, revised Vermont Early Learning Standards (VELS) that exiend
from infancy through grade 3 will fully align with Vermont’s Ready Kindergarteners’ Survey
(RKS).

This survey 1s not a direct asscssment of children, but relics on the accumulated

obscrvational knowledge the tcacher has developed about the child during the first few weceks of
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kindergarten. Teachers complete a survey for each child. The Ready Kindergartners Survey
consists of 28 items.

The results from the RKS have been used to drive state policies including the passage of
universal PreK.

Tablc 12 below contains the number and percentages of children who were rated as “ready”
in the most rccent RKS report (2013-2014). Figure 13 below shows Vermont’s improvement in
school rcadincss.

While the Ready Kindergartners Survey has served Vermont well, there is some work to be
done to ensure that it reflects the latest research on predictors of school success and to verify that
it 1s appropriate for all subgroups of kindergartners. The methods currently used to collect the
readiness data need to be improved so that kindergarten teachers can easily and securely submit
child level ratings that includc children’s identifying information. Further, kindergarten tcachers
nced to engage in professional development experienees to assure rcliability and that they know
how to interpret the data to usc it to inform their instruction.

With support from philanthropists and Vermont’s RTT-ELC grant, Vermont has conducted a
validity and reliability study of the RKS using four years of data. The American Institute for
Research (AIR) conducted the validation study. The results indicated the tool is valid with the
majority of children and that there is a degree of reliability in the measure; however, areas of
weakness were identified and recommendations made to improve the tool and its appropriateness
for all populations,

A focus group of kindergarten tcachers and carly childhood cducators was held to discuss
AIR’s recommendations and. to ask participants what they perectved as the most important
knowlcdge and skills children needed to posscss upen entering kindergarten. The results of the
tocus group confirmed many of the AIR recommendations as well as suggesting additional items
in the social-emotional domain.

Vermont has entered into a second contract with AIR 1o analyze the results of the pilot in
terms of validity, and compare the results with those of the same children assessed using the
current KRS asscssment.. Additionally, a review of the revised KRS and the newly adopted
Vermont Early Learning Standards will be completed this spring. The results from both of these
activitics will detcrming the items that will be included in the final enhanced Vermont

Kindergarten Readiness Survey.
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Although having KRS items that are appropriate for all children, including those from
diverse cultural and linguistic backgrounds, as well as aligned with the new birth-Grade 3 VELS
is crucial, the accuracy and utility of the KRS to inform instruction and policy depend on the
knowledge the kindergarten tecacher who will be using the KRS has about using this asscssment
tool and understanding how to usc the data. Professional development on KRS and
dcvelopmentally appropriatc asscssments and practices to usc with kindergartners is as
important. llence, AOE will be contracting with a consultant to create two interactive c-learning
modules: a basic introduction to the enhanced VT RKS for administrators and PreK educators,
and an in-depth module on administering and interpreting the RKS for kindergarten teachers.
Another contract is providing a one-credit course on the enhanced RKS, and Vermont is also

contracting with a national research group to analyze the results of the enhanced RKS pilot.

Table 12: Readiness by Domain & Across All 5 Domains

Domain Number “Ready™ Valid Responses Percent “Ready™
Social-Emotional 4,111, 5.658. T3%
Development

Approachces to Leaming 3.8%1 5.658 69%
Communication 4.668 5.658 83%.

Cognitive Development 3.546 5.658 63%

Wellness 4.693 5.658 83%.

Across All 5 Domains 2.533 5.154 49%

Kindergarten Readiness Survey Results
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Figure 13: VT RKS Results 2004-2012
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An analysis of 2012-2013 and 2013-2014 RKS data sought to determine to what degree
attending publicly funded PreK in Vermont had an effect on children’s kindergarten readiness.
Key results were:

¢ The more children who are eligible for free or reduced lunch attend PreK, the more likely

they arc to be ready for kindergarten,

¢ Children from low-income backgrounds who don't attend PreK have a 30% probability. of

being kindergarten ready, while students from low-income backgrounds with onc ycar or
two ycars of PrcK have a 35% or a 55% probability of being kindergarten ready,
respectively.

¢ This relationship is also present for more affluent students, although it is not as

pronounced. More affluent students who don't attend PrcK or attend for only onc year
have a 58% probability of being kindergarten rcady, while more affluent students with

two years of PreK have a 70% probability of being kindergarten ready.

C. Ensuring Quality in Preschool Procrams — Evidence

* Continuous program improvement protocol (C2a)
o Emerging Quality Improvement Protocol for Vermont PreK (see Appendix, page
266).
* Evidence of state targets with measurable outcomes, including school readiness (C2¢)
o Report on Progress of Children in PreK Education in 2012-2013/Impact of PreK
Education on Kindergarten Readiness (scc Appendix, page 317)
o Vermont’s Statewide Report on Kindergarten Readiness, 2013-2014 (scc
Appendix, page 505)
¢ Other evidence:
o VT STARS application (scc Appendix, page 497) (C2)
o Strengthening Familics Framework (scc Appendix, page 330) (C2)
o Northemn Lights Career Development Center Career Ladder (see Appendix, page

314) (C2)
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D. Expanding High-Quality Preschool Programs in Each High-Need Community.

D1. How the state has selected each subgrantee and each high-need community
Definition and selection of high needs communities

A total of 33 subgrantces with carly learning and development program providers (ELDP) in.
well approximately 150 communitics statcwide will provide services through PDG-Expansion
funding, if awarded.

In a white paper on poverty in Vermont, Blalock and Lumbert (2010) noted that onc of the
key differences between patterns of poverty in Vermont and in the United States as a whole is
that individuals in deep poverty in Vermont “live in much more rural areas.” Because it is one of
the most rural states in the country, poverly in Vermont exists in pockets scatiered throughout its
geography rather than being concentrated in urban and suburban environments.

. To reflect the scattered naturc of poverty in the state, Vermont has defined “*high need
communitics” as local cducational authoritics (LEAs) - Supervisory Unions (SUs) and
Supervisory Districts (SDs) - that have 25% of their four-ycar-olds at or below 200% of the
Federal Poverty Level (FPL). There are 64 SUs and SDs in Vermont, We belicve all (100%) of
Vermont’s SDs and SUs are high needs communities as defined above.

In Vermont, there are three forms of LEASs constituted for the administrative control and
direction of public elementary and secondary schools. These are “Supervisory Unions” (SUs)
and “Supervisory Districts” (SDs), and within them, “school districts.” {Vermont Gen. Laws ch
16 V.S.A. § 11, No date).

A “Supervisory Union™ is an administrative, planning, and cducational scrvice unit created
by the statc board under scction 261 of this title, which consists of two or more school districts;
if the context clearly allows, the term may also include a supervisory district,

A “Supervisory District” 1s a supervisory union that consists of only one school district,
which may be a unified union district.

A “School District” is a town school district, union school district, interstate school district,
city school district, unified union district, and incorporated school district, each of which is
governed by a publicly clected beard. Vermont currently has 251 school districts.

In this application, Vermont 1s using scveral sourccs to ¢stablish the poverty rates of four-

ycar-olds mn the state. Becausc of the low numbers of four-ycar-olds in Vermont, in order to
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comply with federal FERPA standards as well as other rigorous confidentiality standards for
lunch assistance, Vermont Agency of Education (VT AOE) has to be very careful to avoid
situations where raw data could inadvertently identify or disclose sensitive information about
speeific students (cven by inference from, or cross-correlation with, other information or
community context). The standard for this has been well established by the Privacy Technical
Assistance Center of the United States Department of Education.

Additionally, with such small numbers, being able to discuss the data in proportionate terms
can present concerns surrounding being able to fully represent what 1s happening in the empirical
reality of these SU/SDs. In some SU/SD, for example, the total number of eligible children is as
few as one. In some cases, the presence of an additional child would be sufficient to move the
SU/SD from one category. of Free or Reduced Price Lunch (FRL) status to another. .

Wendy Geller, Ph.D., Data Administration Dircctor, Vermont Agency of Education has
analyzed aggregated data and issuced the following empirically-based statement: “In Vermont, in
59% of SU/SD, at Icast 25% of four-ycar-olds arc cligible for frec or reduced lunch. Indeed,
almost 19% of all SU/SDs have at lcast 50% cligibility for FRL among their four-ycar-old
population enrolled in EEE (for example, Vermont’s Part B 619) and/or PreK. In Vermont more
than 31% (31.32%) of all four-year-olds enrolled in EEE and or PreK are known to be eligible
for Free or Reduced Price Lunch via the National School Lunch Program.” This statement is

supported by Table 12 below.

Table 13: Vermont Free and Reduced Lunch {(FRL}) Eligibility by SU/SD

SU/SD# SU/SD Name >25% cligibility Free
AND Reduced Lunch | >50% eligibility for
(FRL). FRL
01 Addison Northeast 8.U.
02 Addison Norihwest S.U. y
03 Addison Central 5.U.. YES.
04 Addison-Rutland 8.U. YES .
05 Southwesl Vermont S.U.. YES. YES.
06 Bennington - Ruiland S.U. YES YES
07 Colchester 5.D.. YES.
08 Caledonmia Norith S.U..
09 Caledonia Cenitral 5.U.
10 Millon 8.D. . .
11 St. Johnsbury. 8.D. YES YES
12 Chitienden East S.U. YES.
13 Chittenden Central S.U.
14 Chittenden South 8.U. .
15 Burlington 5.D.. YES
16 South Burlington 5.D..
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SU/SD # SU/SD Name >25% eligibility Free
AND Reduced Lunch | >50% eligibility for
(FRL). FRL
17 Winooski 8.D. YLS, YLS,
18 LEssex - Caledonia S.U. YLS YLS,
19 Lssex North S.U. .
20 Franklin Northeast 5.U. YLS .
21 Franklin Northwest S.U. YLS, YLS,
22 Franklin West S.U. .
23 Franklin Central 8.U. YLS,
24 Grand Isle S.U. YLS,
25 Lamoille North S.U.. YLS,
26 Lamoille South S.U. .
27 Orange Bast S.U. YES.
28 Orange Southwest S.U. YES.
29 Orange North S.U. YES.
30 Orange - Windsor S.U. YLS
31 North Country S.U.. YES.
32 Washington Central S.U. YLS,
33 Rutland South §.U. _ .
34 Orleans Central S.U. YLS, YLS,
35 Orleans Southwest 5.U. .
36 Rutland Northcast §.U. YLS,
37 Rutland Central S.U.
38 Rutland Southwest 8.U. _ .
40 Rutland City 8.D.. YLS, YLS,
41 Washington Northeast S.U. YLS
42 Washington West 8.U. .
43 Washington South 8.U. YLS
45 Montpelier 8.D. .
46 Windham Central 8.U. YLS, .
47 Windham Northcast S.U. YLS, YLS,
48 Windham Southcast S.U. YLS,
40 Windham Southwest §.U. YLS,
50 Windsor Northwest 5.U.
51 Windsor Central S.U. . .
52 Windsor Southeast 8.U. YLS YLS,
54 [lartford 5.D.
55 Diresden Inlerstale S.D.
56 Springfield S.D.
57 Blue Mountain Union S.D. YES YES
59 Essex Town S.D.
ol Ballenkill Valley S.U. YES
6l Barre S.U. YES
63 Two Rivers 5.U. YES
64 Rivendell Interstate S.D.

In Table 13 below, Vermont CC FAP data reflect the number of four-year-olds at or below

200% FPL receiving CC FAP. Also, U.S. Census data (2008-2012) (Table 14 below) reflect the

number of children age 6 or under by county at 100% and 200% FPL. We believe these data
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support the assertion that 25% or more of Vermont’s four-year-olds are at or below 200% FPL,

and are distributed throughout the state.

Table 14: SUs/8Ds - Geographic & Student Financial Characteristics

SU/SD # SU/SD Name Counties in. 4-Year-Olds. 4-Year-Olds £
SD/SU. Total 200% FPL.

Student Receiving CC
Enrollment. FAP™

01 Addison Northeast S.U. Addison 50 14

02 Addison Northwest 5.U. Addison Gl 58

03 Addison Central S.U. Addison 58 24

04 Addison-Rutland S.U. Rutland. 32 46,

05 Southwest Vermont 8.0, Bennington 161, 123

6 Bennington - Rutland $.1. Rutland 54 <10,

07 Colchester ... Chittenden 28 <10,

08 Caledonia North S.U. Caledonia, Essex. | 69 <10

09 Caledonia Central S.U. Caledonia 49 42,

10} Milton 5.0 Chittenden 55 34

11 St. Johnsbury 5.1}, Caledonia 47 41,

12, Chittenden East $.1. Chittenden 43 23

13 Chittenden Central S.U.. Chittenden 72 15

14 Chittenden South S.U. Chittenden 171, 26,

15 Burlington 8.1, Chittenden 199 <10,

16 South Burlington 8.D. Chittenden, 109 20

17. Winooski 5.0, Chittenden 29
33 .

18 Essex - Caledonia S.U, Essex, Caledonia | 22 <10

19 Essex North 5.U. Essex 3 36

20 Franklin Northeast S.U. Franklin 72 25

21 Franklin Northwest S.U. Franklin 104 <10

22 Franklin West S.U. Franklin 75 46,

23 Franklin Central S.U. Franklin 112 17.

24 Grand Isle 8.U. Grand Isle 55 10

25 Lamoille North S.U. Lamoille. 96, 40,

26 Lamoille South S8.U. Lamoille g1 29

27 Orange Last S.U. Orange 50 23

28 Orange Southwest S.U. Orange 4 13

29 Orange North S.U. Orange 35 <10

30 Orange - Windsor S.U. Orange, Windsor | 21 10

3l North Country. 8.U. Essex, Orleans 83 38

32 Washington Central 8.U. Washington 56 12,

33 Rutland Scuth S.U. Rutland. 34 11

34 Orleans Central S.U. Orleans 40 20

YT CC FAP cligibility is at or below 200%% FPL. The CC TAP cnrollment (VT AIS-CDD) and PreK enrollment
{VT AOF) data are derived from separate data systems that are not linked at the child nor program level. Thus, four-
year olds enrolled in PreK may not be enrolled in CC FAP and four-year-olds enrolled in CC FAP may not be
enrolled in PreK.

¢ Counts <10 are being withheld to assure confidentiality.
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SU/SD # SU/SD Name Counties in. 4-Year-Olds. 4-Year-Olds £
SD/SU. Total 200% FPL.

Student Receiving CC
Enrollment. FAP™

35 Orleans Southwest S.U. Orlcans, 31
Caledonia,
Lamoille,
Washington 50

36 Rutland Northcast S.U. Rutland, 31
Addison 67

37 Rutland Central 5.U.. Rutland 26 13

38 Rutland Southwest S.U. Rutland 41. 11

40 Rutland City 8.D. Rutland 26, 100,

41. Washington Northeast S.U. Washington 33 <10

42, Washington West 5.U. Washington 105 20

43 Washington South S.U. Washington 41, 22

45 Montpelier §.D. Washington 36 17

46, Windham Central 5.U.. Windham 41. 10

47 Windham Northeast 5.U. Windham 68 25

48 Windham Southeast S.U. Windham, 105, 82

49 Windham Southwest S.U. Windham 33 <10

50 Windsor Northwest S.U. Windsor 29 <10

51 Windsor Central $.U. Windsor 23 12

52 Windsor Southeast S.U. Windsor 11, 18

54 Hartford $.0. Windsor 80 35

55 Dresden [nterstate S.D. Windsor 3 12

36 Springfield $.D. Windsor 74 49

57 Blue Mountain Union $.0. Caledonia, 86
Orange 24

59 Essex Town 5.1, Chittenden 45, 53

60 Battenkill Valley S.U. Bennington 23, 24

6l Barre S.U, Washington 133 <10

63 Two Rivers S.U. Windsor, 12
Rutland 53,

64 Rivendell Interstate 5.0, Orange 26 <10

Unable to determine NPA NiA <10
Vermont Total NYA 3,502 1,561

Table 15: Number & Percentage of Children (Age 6 or Under) by Poverty Level (State & County) (U.S,
Census, American Community Survey, 2008-2012)

State or County, Children < Age 6 By Poverty Level
< 100% FPL. <200%. FPL.
# Yo, # Yo,

Vermont (State) 7,203 19.28% 15,329 41.02%
Addison 430 23.47% 829 40.54%
Benningion 735 32.71% 1,269 56.48%
Caledonia 397 20.30% 987 50.46%
Chittenden, 1,484 15.62% 2,823 29.71%
Fssex 78 23.08% 215 63.61%
Franklin 658 19.62% 1,598 47.64%
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Grand Tsle 73 17.72%. 154 37.38%.
Lamoille 285 16.18% 704 39.98%
Orange 443 24.85%. 885, 49 .64%,
Orleans. 357 22.31% 865, 54.06%.
Rutland 676 21.60% 1.397 44 63%
Washington 558 15.63% 1,189 33.30%
Windham, 359 14.50% 1,078, 43.54%
Windsor 620 19.42%, 1,336 41.85%

Selection of subgrantees

Subgrantces will be SUs, SDs and Head Start programs providing high-quality scrvices to
four-ycar-olds at or below 200% of FPL in their catchment arcas. Subgrantces werc recruited
statcwidc through outrcach conducted during the summer and fall of 2014. In accord with the
statewide focus of this application, all Supervisory Unions/Supervisory Districts (SU/SD)
(LEAs) and Head Start programs in Vermont were invited to partner with the state on this grant. .

Many SU/SD currently implement PreK programs and oversee the implementation of PreK
through a mixed delivery system for early learning and development programs that exists in,
Vermont. The 26 SU/SDs sclected to participate as partners in this grant represent the range of
modcls and contexts through which PreK cducation is provided. Some SU/SDs large citics that
operate their own school-bascd programs, partner with several community child carc and private
preschool programs, and with Head Start (c.g., Burlington, Winooski). A few do not opcrate their
own school-based PreK program; rather, they provide PreK education exclusively through
partnerships with qualified community programs and Head Start (Springfield, Windham SE).
One SU is in a very rural and isolate area where there are no qualified community programs with
which to partner (i.e., Essex North). Most of the SU/SD partners selected operate their own
programs and partncr, to a greater or lesser degree, with existing community. programs. Two of
the SU/SDs (i.c., Burlington and Winooski) have  the state’s largest population of racially,
culturally, and linguistically diverse children since these citics are Refugee Rescttlement centers.
By sclecting these 26 SU/SDs, Vermont will be able to to evaluate how targeted stratcgics to
read high quality PreK education work across many different contexts in the state. These results
will inform Vermont’s statewide effort to raise the quality of PreK education across the state.

Vermont’s seven Head Start programs are consistently recognized by the Office of Head
Start for excellence as high-quality innovative Head Start programs. Historic and recent federal
monitoring rcviews yicld very high levels of compliance with the Head Start Act and the Head

Start Program Performance Standards and Other Regulations. These 1ead Start programs arc
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leaders regionally and nationally in achieving resulis in health, school readiness and increased
protective factors for the children and families they serve. These Head Start programs are
experts 1n parental engagement and comprehensive services, and are already serving the target
population typically in inclusive scttings. The combination of these mnstitutions as subgrantces
allows Vermont to have a statc-wide reach for improving and ¢xpanding slots through this grant

opportunity.

Table 16: Participating Subgrantces

Head Start Programs (7 of 7= 1% of Vermont Head Start Programs)

Bennington County HS

Capstone Head Start,

Champlain Valley Head Start

Farly Education Services,

NEKC A Head Start

Rutland County Head Start

SEVCA/Windsor County.

SU/SD (26 of 64 = 41% of Vermont SU/SD).

Addison Central 51U

Addison Northeast SU.

Addison Northwest SU.

Benningien-Rutland SU

Burlington S1}

Chittenden East SU.

Fssex North SU.

Franklin Central 51

Franklin Northwest SU.

Lamaille South SUJ

Milton Town SD.

Orange North SU.

Orange Southwest SU

Orange Windsor SU

Rivendell SD

Rutland Central SU.

Rutland Northeast SU.

Southwest Vermont SU.

Springfield SD

St. Johnsbury SD.

Two Rivers SU.

Windham Central SU.

Windham Southeast SU

Windsor Northwest SU

Windsor Southeast SU

Winooski SD.

Extensive outrcach was conducted to reeruit subgrantees. For a discussion, sce D3, page 106.
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As Table 16 (above) suggests, a lotal of 33 subgrantees with early learning and development

program providers (ELDP) in approximately 150 communities statewide will provide services.

through PDG-Expansion funding, 1t awarded. Below, Table 17 shows the robust range of

community partncrs and public schools operating PreK programs in Vermont.

Table 17: Publicly Funded PreK Programs: Community

Partners & Public School Operated (2013-2014)

COMMUNITY PARTNER
PROGRAMS* (N=82)

PUBLIC SCHOOL
OPERATED PROGRAMS

{N=109)

Name Town Name Fown

Annelle's Preschool [linesburg Albany Early Childhood Albany
Collaborative Program.

Apple Tree Learning Centers Stowe Alburgh Comumunity Education Alburgh
Center.

Arlington Arca Childeare/Happy Arlington Allen Brook School Williston

Days Playschool

Ascension Childcare, [nc Shelburne Bakersfield Elementary Middle Bakersfield
School

Bennington Early Childhood Benningion Barlow Street Preschool St Albans City

Center
Blooming Minds

Brattlebore Centre for Children,
Bristol Preschool

BTC Kid Connecticn,
Burlington Children's Space
Caring Community. Preschool
Carolyn's Red Balloon
Enrichment Center

Champlain Islands Parent Child
Center

Child Care Resource

Children's Preschool and
Enrichment Center
Colleen's Child Care

Dandelion Wishes Family Home

Clhild Care
Diann's Day Care

Discovery Preschool

Evergreen Preschool

Family Center of Washington
County.

Farmhouse Nursery School
Forever Friends Playschool
Four Seasons of Early Learning
Growing-Up Right at the CD{C,
Ine,

Heartworks and Renaissance

St Albans

Brattlebore
Bristol

Barre, VT 05641
Burlington VT
Post Mills
Colchester

South. HHero, VT

Williston, VT
05495,
Essex Junction

South Burlington
Springfield

Barre.

South Burlington
Vergennes VT
Montpelier

Bennington
Bennington
Greensboro Bend
Bennington

Shelburne

Barnard Academy PreK
Program
Barnet Schoo!

Barre City and Middle School
Barre Town Elementary.
Barstow. Memorial School
Berkshire Elementary School
Berlin Elementary School

Bethel Elementary School
BFA TFairfax
Bluc Mountain Union School

Brewster-Pierce Memorial
School
Bridport Central School

Brighton Elementary

Bristol Elementary School
J.). Flynn School

C.P.8Smith Elementary School

Calais Elementary School
Canaan. Schoels

Charleston Elementary. Schoo!
Charlotte Central School

Clarendon Elementary
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Barnard

Barnet
Barre

Barre Town
Chittenden
Berkshire
Berlin

Bethel
Fairfax
Wells
Huntington,
Bridport

Island Pond
Bristol
Burlington
Burlington

Calais, VT
Canaan

West Charleston
Charlotte

North Clarendon,
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COMMUNITY PARTNER
PROGRAMS* (N=82)

PUBLIC SCHOOIL.
OPERATED PROGRAMS

(N=109)
Name Town Name Town
Schools, Inc.
Heartworks and Renaissance Williston Clarendon Elementary School Clarendon.
Schools, Inc.
Heartworks and Renaissance Burlington, Concord School Concord
Schools, Inc.
Hill House Preschool and Child Bellows Falls Vit Danville Elementary School Danville
Care Center
Hinesburg Nursery School Hinesburg Depot Center Wolcott
Hunger Mountain Children's, Waterbury Dothan Brook School Hartford
Center
Kelley's DayBreak ChildCare Waterbury Doty Memorial School Worcester

Kids & Fitness

KinderStart Preschool

King Street Cenler Preschool
Lawrcnce School for Young
Children

Lincoln Cooperative Preschool
Meeling House School

Milton Family Community Center

Montessori School of Central
Vermont

Mud. City Kids Child Care Center,
LLC

Mulberry Bush Early Learning
Center
Northshire Day School

(ak Hill Children's. Center
Orchard Valley Waldorf School
Otter Creek Child Center

Pine Forest Children's. Center
PlayWorks Child Center
Robin's Nest Children's Center

Rutland County Parent Child
Center - Early Childhood
Education

Safc N Sound Preschool & Child
Carc

Saxon Hill School

Saxtons River Montessori School

Springficld Leamming Garden

Squeaky Sncakers - Springficld,

Stepping Stones Children's Center
Ine.

South Burlington

Williston
Burlington
Last Dorset

Lincoln
Marlboro

Milton

Berlin

Morrisville

Bratileboro

Manchester Center
Pownal

Fast Montpelier
Middlebury.
Burlington.

North Springfield
Burlington.
Rutland

North Springficld

Jericho
Saxtons River

Springficld
Springficld

Burlington

Last Montpelicr Clementary
School

ECP Derby Clementary
Enosburg Elementary School
Fairficld Central School

Fayston School

Fisher Elementary Pre-K
Program

Franklin Clementary School
Georgia Elementary, Middle
School

H.0. Wheeler Preschoel at the,
Tntegrated Arts Academy.

[lariland Elementary

Hiawatha Elementary School
Highgate Elementary School
Hinesburg Community School
IRA Allen Early Fd Center

Isle [La Motte Elementary School
Jamaica Village School

John F. Kennedy School
Johnson Elementary School

Lamoille South Early Ed
Programs

Leicester Cenlral School
Lothrop Elementary School
{Caverly Site)

Ludlow Clementary School
Manchester Elementary, Middle
School

Mary Hogan Elementary
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East Montpelier

Derby Line
Enosburg, VT
Fairficld

Fayston
Arlinglon

Franklin

Georgia

Burlington

Hartland

Essex Junction
Highgate
Hinesburg
Burlington
Isle 1.a Motte
Jamaica
Winooski.
Johnson

Morrisville/Stowe

Letcester
Piusford

Ludlow

Manchester

Middlebury
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COMMUNITY PARTNER
PROGRAMS* (N=82)

PUBLIC SCHOOL
OPERATED PROGRAMS
(N=109)

Name
Stepping Stones Preschool
Sugar Maple Preschool.

Sunflower Farm Preschool.
Sunny Lane Daycare Center &
Preschool

Suzy's Little Peanuts

Tami Dodge Family Child Care
The Children's Early Learning
Space

The Children's School

The Little School

The Schoclhouse [Learning Center

The Stowe Co-op Nursery School
The Waitsficld Children's Center
Timson I1ill Preschool

Trinity Children's Center

UVM Campus Children's Cenier
Valley Cooperative Preschool
Wee Explorers Preschool

Wesl Bee Nursery School

West River Montessori School
Williston Enrichment Center

Winooski Family Center
Winston Prouty Center
World of discovery L

YMCA Early Childhood Program

YMCA Early Childhood
Programs/St Albans

Town
Proctorsville
Fast Corinth

Putney.
Brookling

Springfield
Fairfax .

Waterbury

South Burlington
Weston

South Burlington
Stowe
Waitsfield
Williamsville
Burlington
Burlington
Bradford
Morrisville
Braitleboro .

S. Londonderry
Williston

Winooski
Brattlebore,
Springfield
Burlington.
St Albans

Name
Mettawee Community School
Montgomery Flementary School

Moretown School
Morristown Elementary School

Mount Holly School.
Neshobe Elementary School
Newport ECP.

Northfield Elementary School
Orleans Cenira Farly Childhood
Collaborative Program
Ottauquechee Schoo!

Peacham Elementary School
Proctor Elementary

Puiney Central School

Ripton Clementary

Rochester Elemeniary School
Roxbury Village School
Runmney Memorial School
Rutland Town Elementary
Salisbury Community School
Sharon Preschool and Childcare
Center

Shelbume Community School
Sheldon Elementary School
Shrewsbury Mountain School
South Royalten School

St Albans City School

St. Johnsbury School
Stockbridge Central School
Stowe Flementary School
Summit Street School

Sustainability Academy
Preschool
SVSU. Early Childhood Program

Swanton Elementary School
Thatcher Brook Primary School
The Mountain School at Winhall
Townshend Elementary School
Twin Valley Elementary School

Vergennes Elementary School
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Town

West Pawlet

Montgomery
Center
Moretown,

Morristown,

Mount Holly
Branden
Newport, VT

Northfield,
Barton

Quechee,
Peacham
Proctor
Putney
Ripton
Rochester
Roxbury
Middlesex
RutlandTown
Salisbury
Sharon

Shelburne

Sheldon
Shrewsbury.

South Royalton, VT
St Albans City

St. Johnsbury.
Stockbridge
Stowe

Essex Junction
Burlington

Bennington
Swanton

Watcrbury Duxbury
Bondville
Townshend
Whitingham &
Wilmington
Vergennes
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COMMUNITY PARTNER | PUBLIC SCHOQOI.

PROGRAMS™ (N=82) OPERATED PROGRAMS
{N=109)

Name Town Name Town
Village Center Preschool Hardwick
Waitsfield School Waitsfield
Walden Elementary School Walden

Wallingford Elementary School | Wallingford
Wardsboro Elementary School Wardsbore

Washington Village School Washington
Watertord School Preschool Waterford
Waterville Elementary. Waterville
West Rutland Elementary, West Rutland
Westfield Elementary Westfield
Westford Flementary School Westford
White River Schoel Hartford
Whiling Elemeniary School Whiting
Williamstown Elementary Williamstown
School

WNLSU Early Education Center | Bellows Talls

WNESU Early Education Center | Westminster
al Wesiminster Eementary.

All of Vermont’s seven Head Start programs will participate as subgrantees. According to the
Ofttice of Head Start-Region [ Office, the federal Administration for Children and Families
(ACF) funded enrollment during Federal Fiscal Year 2015 1s 1,093 Head Start slots in Vermont..
This figure is 67 slots higher than the 1,026 figure reported in the 2013-2014 Head Start Program
Information Report (PIR) because sequestration of federal Head Start funding was in effect
during much of the 2013-2014 program ycar.

The figures and. tables that follow below show the range of Head Start partnerships in

Vermont, including LEAs, center-bascd child care programs, and others.
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Figure 14:; Vermont Head Start-Early Head Start Programs and Partner Locations Overlaid on the Share of
Quality (4-5 Stars) Carc and Education Programs

Table 18: Vermont Head Start-Early Head Start Programs and Partners

Head Stari-Early Head Start Programs and Partners, March 2013 Total
Bennington County Ilead Start, UCS 3
Champlain Valley Head Starl, CVOEQ 22
CVCAC Ilead Start, CVCAC 8
EES/Windham County, Braltleboro Town School District 6
NEKCA/Child and Family Developmenl Program, NEKCA 24
Rutland County Head Start. Rutland Communily. Programs, Inc. 6
SEVCA/Windsor Counly Head Start, SEVCA 4
Grand Total 78

Although private ELD providers will participate as subcontractors to the subgrantees rather
than directly as subgrantees, it is useful to note the breadth of these providers throughout the

state. Figure 16 below displays Vermont's four and five star rated ELDPs by SU/SD. .
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Figure 15: The Share of Vermont Quality (4-5 Stars) Care and Education Programs Overlaid on SU/SD

Table 19: Jurisdictions of Children Served by llead Start programs in Vermont, 2013-2014 (Allen, 2014)

Name of Head Start
Grantee

Number of Towns of
Residence Served by the
Head Start Grantee

Number of Supervisory.
Unions or Supervisory
Districts of Residence
Served by Head Start
Grantee

Name of County in Head
Start Grantee’s Service
Arca

Champlain Valley Head 57 20 Addison
Start Chittenden
Franklin
Grand [sle
Capstone Community 36 15 Lamoille
Action Council Head Start Orange

PR/Award & 541381500308
Page el14




Vermont PDG-Expansion Application for Funding (CFDA 84.419B)-Narrative
Pagc 98

Name of Head Start Number of Towns of Number of Supervisory Name of County in Head
Grantee Residence Served by the | Unions or Supervisory. Start Grantee’s Service
Head Start Grantee Districts of Residence Area
Served by Head Start
Grantee
Washinglon

Early Education 8 2 Windham
Services/Brattlcboro
School District
Northeast Kingdom 33 8 Caledonia
Community. Action Head Fssex.
Start. Orlgans
Rutland County. 7 5 Rutland

Community Programs, Tnc.
Head Start

Southeastern Vermont 12, 4 Windsor
Community. Action, Inc,
Head Start

United Children’s Services. | 5 3 Benningion
Head Start

D2. How each high-need community is currently underserved.

In spitc of Vermont’s record of commitment to its children, somc children still struggle. PreK
children who come from homes with low-incomes arc among these. Based on U.S. Census data
(2014), Vermont estimates there are 6,324 four-year-olds of whom 2,591 are at or below 200%
FPL. Funding through this application would enable Vermont to build on its universal PreK by
expanding access for four-year-olds with low-income by adding 1,818 new and improved slots
by year four.

Table 21 (bclow) shows sclected characteristics of four-ycar-olds enrolled in Vermont PreK,
and othcr rclated data arc presented in Tables 22 through 26, Table 27 presents a projection of
the. number of cligible children. .

Consistent with the characteristics of the general population, with the cxception of
Burlington SD and Winooski SD {two of the 26 proposed subgrantees), the eligible children to
be served through PDG-Expansion funding are predominantly White.

With regards to children with disabilities, the low numbers of four-year-olds in Vermont, in
combination with federal FERPA standards, requires the Vermont Agency of Education (VT
AQOE) to be very carcful to avoid situations where raw data could inadvertently identify or
disclosc scnsitive information about specific students {(cven by inference from, or cross-

corrclation with, other information or community contcxt). The standard for this has been well
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established by the Privacy Technical Assistance Center of the United States Department of
Education. .

Wendy Geller, Ph.D., Data Administration Director, Vermont Agency of Education has
analyzcd aggregated data and issucd the following empirically-based statements:

¢ “In Vermont, nearly one third (27%) of all SU/SDs have a population of four-year-olds
cnrolled in EEE (i.c., Vermont’s IDEA scction 619 services) and or PreK where 25% or
morc of these children have an IEP.”

¢ “In Vermont, more than 31% (31.32%) of all four-year-olds enrolled in EEE and or PreK
arc cligible for Free or Reduced Price Lunch via the National School Lunch Program.™

¢ “In Vermont, more than 54% (54.23%) of SU/SDs have a population of four-year-olds
cnrolled in EEE and or PrcK where 25% or morc of these children arc cligible for free
lunch via the National School Lunch Program.”

*  “In Vermont, slightly more than 61% (61.02%) of SU/SDs havc a population of four-
year-olds enrolled in EEE and or PreK where 25% or more of these children are eligible
tor Free or Reduced Price Lunch via the National School Lunch Program.”

Vermont’s relative homogeneity is reflected in the demographics of the children served by
Head Start (2013-2014 PIR). In terms of ethnicity, 97% of the children served by Head Start
programs were of Non-Hispanic/Non-Latino Origin and 3% were of Hispanic/Latino Origin. The
racial breakout of children scrved by tHcead Start programs was as follows:

¢ White: 83%;

¢ Biracial or Multi-racial: 8%;

¢ Black or African American: 5%;

= Asian: 3%; and

*  Amcrican Indian/Alaskan Native, Native lawatian/Pacific Islander; and Unspecificd
Race: 1%.

The primary family language at home for 93% of children enrolled in Head Start during the
2013-2014 program ycar was English and the primary family languages at home for the
remaining 7% was divided as follows:

*  African: 3%;

* East Asian: 2%

¢ European and Slavic: 1%; and
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Table 20: SUs/SDs — Selected Characteristics of Enrolled 4-Year-Olds

Spanish, Pacific Island, Other, or an Unspecified Language: 1%.

Children Age 4

SU/SD# | SU/SD Name Gender Race’ Ethnicity
(Hisp/
Latina).

. . F. i3 0 Al AS | AT | W M

0l Addison Northeast S.U. 18, 32 48 2 .

0z Addison Northwest S.U. 38 53 91 3

03 Addison Central 5.U.. 35 23 2 1 35

04 Addison-Rutland S.U. 15, 17 32 .

05 Southwesl Vermont S.U.. 73 88 i) 2 150 3 4

06, Bennington - Rutland S.U. 38 56 1 90 4

07 Colchester 5.D.. 11 17 28

08 Caledonia Norith S.U.. 30 39 69 .

09 Caledonia Central 8.U. 26 23 1 46, 1 2

10 Milion S.D. 21 34 1 2 53 1

11 St.Johnsbury S.D. 16 31 2 42 1

12 Chitienden East S.U. 22 21 42 1. 1

13 Chitienden. Central 5.U. 38 34 1. 69 2 1

14 Chittenden South S.U. 77 94, 6. 3 156 6. 2

15 Burlington 5.0, X9, 110 20 25 137 17 |7

16 South Burlington $.0. 47 62, 3 6 93 7.

17 Winooski 8.1 14, 19 6. 10 | 14 3

18 Fssex - Caledonia S.U. 1. 1. 22

19 Fssex North S.U., ] 2 3.

20 Franklin Northeast S.U. 44, 32 66 6. .

21 Franklin Northwest 8,0, 39 63, 103 1. ]

22 Franklin West S.U. 3s 40, 75 ]

23 Franklin Central S.U.. 57 55. 1. 2 109 ]

24 Grand [sle S.U.. 24 31 53 2

25 Lamoille North S.U.. 47 49 1 95 .

26 Lamoille South S.U.. 41 40, 1 1 78 1 1

27 Ohrange Bast S.U. 27 23 50 1

28 Orange. Southwest S.U.. 4 " 4,

29 Orange North 5.U. 16 19 33

30 Orange - Windsor S.U. 5 16 21 .

3l North Couniry S.U.. 46, 39 1 83 1 2

iz Washington Central S.U. 28 28 56,

33 Rutland South S.U. 19 15, 34

34 Orleans Central S.U. 14 26 39 1.

35 Orleans Southwest 5.U. 24 26 50

36 Rutland Northeast 5.U.. 25 42 % 3

37 Rutland Central S.U. 15 1 25 .

38 Rutland Southwest 8.U. 21 20 40 1 1

P AT — American Indian: AS. — Asian; Af — African-American; W.— White; M — Multiracial
* Data not available due to FERPA or reliability concerns..
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. . Children Age 4.

SU/SD # | SU/SD Name Gender Race’ Ethnicity
(Hisp/
Latino)

. . F M. Al | AS | Af | W M

40 Rutland City S.D. 13 13 . . . 25 .

41 Washington Northeast S.U. 21 12 _ . 1 31 1 .

42 Washinglon Wesi S.U. 52 53 . . . 104 ] 1

43 Washington South S.U. 20 21 . . . 3R 3

45 Montpelier 8.D. 15 21 _ 1 1 34 .

46 Windham Central 5.U. 20 21 _ . . 39 2

47 Windham Nertheast S.U.. 29 39 66 2 .

48 Windham Southeast S.U. 43, 62 2 6. 95 2 3

49 Windham Southwest S.U.. 16, 17, 1. 1. 31

50 Windsor Northwest 8.1, 12, 17, 26 3

51 Windsor Central S.U. 7 16, 1. 22

52 Windsor Southeast 5.1, 5 6 10 1. .

54 Harttord S.D. 30 50 1. 3. 71 5. 2

55 Dresden Interstate 5.0 1 2 3 .

56 Springfield 8.1, 38 36. 1. 70 3. 2

57 Blue Mountain Union $.D. 12, 12, 24

59 Fssex Town 5.0, 22 23 2 42 1

60 Battenkill Valley S.UJ, 6 17 23 .

61 Barre S.U. 61 72 2 _ . 128 3 3

63 Two Rivers 5.U. 29 24 _ . . 52 1

64 Rivendell Interstate S.D. 12 14 . . . 25 1

Vermont Total 1.607 | 1.895 | 2 6 T 3279 |90 | 45

Table 21: Single Parent (Female) with Children Under Age 6 by Vermont & County (ULS, Census, American
Community Survey, 2008-2012)

Statc or County Single Parent (Female) with Children Under 6
. # Yo
Vermont (State) 3868 24.7%%
Addison 176, 20,71%
Bennington 274 27.70%
Caledonia 255 31.76%
Chittenden 905 21.06%,

Essex 37 33.33%
Franklm 365 29.89%
Grand Isle 31 16.94%,
Lamoille 138 17.34%
Orange 162 22.78%
Orleans 187 35.62%
Rutland 428 31.10%
Washinglon 266 18.64%
Windham 248 23.57%
Windsor 396 31.40%
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Table 22: Number & Percentage of Children (Age 5-17) by Their Primary Language Spoken at Home
{Vermont & County) (ULS, Census, American Community Survey, 2008-2012)

State or. County Primary Language Spoken at Home (Children 7-17)
English Spanish

. # Yo Yo
Verment (State) 92,302 95.52% 1,217 1.26%.
Addison 5,602 57.00% 34 0.94%
Bennington 3,441 G6.71%. G5, 1.66%.
Caledonia 4,970 98.07% 58 1.14%.
Chittenden 21,249 91.64% 240 1.04%
Essex 907 95.68% = 10 0.21%.
Franklin 8.539 97.14% 75% 0.85%.
Grand Isle 1,038 G96.56% < 10 0.93%
Lamoille 3,708 95.35% 40 1.18%.
Orange 4,488 97.46% 53 1.15%
Orleans 4,233 97.56% 57 1.31%.
Rutland 8,747 96.02% 148 1.62%.
Washington 8,836 G97.07% 61 0.67%
Windham 6,354 26.10% 121 1.83%.
Windsor 8,167 96.32% 197 2.32%

Table 23: Number & Percentage of the Population (Age 25 & Over) by Educational Attainment (Vermont &
County} (U.S. Census, American Community Survey, 2008-2012),

State or County

Educational Attainment {Age 25 & Over).

< Iligh School High School Diploma or. Some College,
Equivalent Associates, Bachelors or.
Higher,

. # Yo, # %o # Yo.

Vermont (State) 37,748 8.7%. 134,734 31.2% 259,099 60.0%.
Addison 2,273 9.2% 8.154 33.0% 14,264 57.8%
Bennington 2,545 9.7% 7.957 30.4% 15,653 59.8%
Caledowia 2,294 10.7% 7.571. 35.2% 11,640 54.1%.
Chittenden 6,202 6.1% 22,582 22.3% 72,423 71.6%
Cssex 780 16.6% 2.051 43.8% 1.855 39.6%
Franklm 3,897 11.9% 12,598 3R.6% 16,122 49.4%
Grand Isle 359 7.0%. 1,759 34.1% 3,044 59.0%.
Lamoille 1,320 7.9% 5.393 32.2% 10,029 59.9%
Orange 1,846 9.0% 7.374 353.9% 11,333 55.1%
Orleans 2,764 14,3%, 7.903 400.8% 8.688 44.9%,
Rutland 4,788 11.0% 15,463 35.5% 23,285 53.5%
Washington 2,924 7.0% 11,950 28.6% 26,842 64.3%.
Windham 2,798 5.8%. 10,354 32.4% 18,758 58.8%
Windsor 2,958 7.1% 13,625 32.6% 25,163 60.3%.

Table 24: Number & Percentage Of Homeownership (U.5. Census, American Community Survey, 2008-2012)

State or County

| Home Ownership
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Vermont (State) 182,744 71.20%,
Addison 10471 74.00%
Benninglon 11,226 71.90%
Caledonia 5.012 72.00%
Chittenden 40,899 65.70%,
Essex 2,333 82.50%
Franklin, 13,979 75.00%
Grand Isle 2,553 81.60%
Lamoille 7.070 70.50%
Orange 5,013 81.30%
Orleans 8,362 76.10%,
Rutland, 18,055 69.30%,
Washington 18,054 73.10%
Windham, 13,371, 69.40%
Windsor 17,740 71,2084,

Table 25: Number & Percentage of Veteran Civilians (Age 16 or Older) (State & County) (1.5, Census,

Amcrican Community Survey, 2008-2012)

State or County Veteran Civilians {(Age 18 or Older)

# %o
Vermont (State). 50,705 10.21%
Addison, 2,703 9.22%,
Bennington 3,468 11.78%
Caledonia 3,055 12.51%
Chittenden 9,740 7.76%.
Fssex 754 14,76%,
Franklin, 4,101 11.39%,
Grand [sle 558 9.64%,
Lamoille 1,750 9.20%.
Orange 2,335 10.19%
Orleans 2,307 10.76%
Rutland 5,622 11.32%
Washinglon 4,842 10.27%
Windham 3,944 11.09%
Windsor 5,526 12.19%
Table 26: Projected Eligible Children

Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4

Total Eligible Children 2.591 2.591 2.591 2.591
Eligible Children Served in 498 575 575 575
New. Preschool Slots
% Eligible Children Served in 19% 22% 22% 22%
New. Preschool Slots
Eligible Children Served in 795 843 996 1,243,
Improved Preschool Slots
% Eligible Children Served in 31% 33% 38% 48%
Improved Preschool Slots
Total % Eligible Children 49 90% 54.73% 60.63% 70.17%
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. Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4
Served With New and

Improved Slots

Total Children Served 1293 1418 1571 1818

While cthnic and racial disparitics play a role, m Vermont the single largest driver of
achicvement 1s income with the related factor of rurality. As Lichter and Parisi (2008) write: “the
rural poor live in a much different physical and social world from the large majority of middle-
class Americans.... They truly are doubly disadvantaged they have many needs but live in
communities lacking the resources to meet them.”

Too many of Vermont's children are poor. Children in Vermont have the highest rates of
poverty of any age group. As Table 15 (page 88) shows, 19.28%, of children at or below age six
arc at ot below 100% FPL, and 41.02% arc at or below 200% FPL. Kids Count (2014) notes that
childhood poverty has riscn 25% in Vermont since 2007.

A numbcr of factors contribute to cconomic instability for too many of Vermont's children.,

¢ Although Vermont’s unemployment rate at 4.1% 1s relatively low compared to the

national ratc of 6.1% (VT DOL, 2014), cmployment is not nccessarily sccurce. Although
60% of adults age 25 or over have some college or Associates or Bachclors degrees
(Table 24, page 101), about 28% of Vermont’s children under age 18 live in families
where no parent has regular, full-time employment (KidsCount, 2014).

* Almost onc in four (27.1%) of Vermont’s children arce in cconomic circumstances such.

that they receive SNAP benefits (known in Vermont as 3SquaresVT).
*  About two-thirds (67%) of Vermont’s children living in low-income houscholds (at or
below 200%) are living in households with a high housing cost burden (KidsCount,
2014), which may contribute to housing instability.

* A rcported 26,000 (22%). of Vermont’s children under age 18 arc living in houscholds
with food insecurity (KidsCount, 2014).

*  The number and percentage of single parent female-headed houscholds is relatively high
at greater than 30% in some Vermont counties {Table 22, page 100). Only 40% of
unmarricd women living in onc or morc of their own children under age 18 were

recciving child support (KidsCount, 2014), placing Vermont 44™ among the 50 states.
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* About 4,000 (3%) of Vermont’s children under the age of 18 live in houscholds without a
vehicle (KidsCount, 2014). Lack of private transportation is a significant barrier to access
in a large, rural state with very limited public transportation infrastructure. .

Vermont is the second least populous state in the U.S. (population 626,741), and the sixth
smallest (9,349.94 squarc miles). The statc is a collcction of small towns scattered across a
geographically challenging terrain of mountains and river valleys. It has an avcrage population
density of 65 people per square mile. Twenty-five percent (25%) of Vermont’s population arc
young children. According to the U.S. Census Burcau, American Community Survey (2008), no
children in Vermont live in an area characterized as urban and only 30% live in communities
defined as suburban. The majority of Vermont’s children (70%) live 1n rural areas.

A recent analysis of Vermont’s Ready Kindergarteners Survey (RKS) (AOE, 2014) scores.
demonstrates the impact of income inequalities on children. Nine SU/SD in Vermont were in the
bottom 25 pcreent in four domams of the RKS, Three of these scored in the lowest 25% 1n all
five domains. Not coincidentally, these SU/SD all have higher percentages of children cligible
for frce and reduccd lunch. These cducational disparitics persist up through the clementary
gradcs and beyond in a widening achicvement gap between children living in poor communitics
and their peers in more affluent communities.

Although Vermont’s children do well on national and statewide assessments, there is a
persistent achievement gap for children with high needs (See Table 28 below).

* In cleventh grade scicence, students receiving free or reduced lunch (FRL) scored as

“proficient” at less than half the rate of students who did not receive free or reduced
lunch (15% FRL versus 37% non-FRL). (Vermont AOE, 2013)..
* In fourth grade math, 31% of students receiving FRL scored as proficient compared to

48% of students not receiving FRL. (Vermont AOE, 2011). Fourth grade reading is

comparablc.
Table 27: Vermont NECAP Scores” '*'''°
Free/Reduced English Race/Ethnicity Special Education
Lunch Language
[.carner

* Tcaching Year: 2011-2012 Grades 3-8
" Teaching Year: 2012-2013  Grade 4.

" Teaching Year: 2011-2012  Grades 3-8 .
" Teaching Year: 2012-2013  Grade 4.
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NO FRL NOT ELL White | Black | Hispanic No Special
FRL ELL Special Ed
Ed
READING: 3% 50% Td%, 41%, Td%, SB%, T0% 81% 24%,
Total
Prolicient &.
Above
Total Below:, 17% 41%, 26%, 50% 26%, 42%, 30% 19%, T6%,
Prolicient
MATH: 76%. 51% 06% 36% 06% 44% 59% 72% 20%
Total
Proficient &
Above
Total Below 2494 49% 349% 64Y%% 349% 56% 41% 28% 0%
Proficient
SCIENCE: 599 329% 48% 19% 48% 28% 35% 529% 19%
Total
Proficient &
Above
Total Below 41% 68%% 529% B1Y% 529% T29% 65% 48% 1%
Proficient

Health insurance coverage data also suggest the impact of income on access (Tables 29 and
30 below). Currently, 3,356 of Vermont’s Mcdicaid cnrollecs age 4 arc at or below 200% FPL.
This represents 73% of the estimated 4,594 children age 4 in Vermont at or below 200% FPL
(DOE, 2014). Thus, 27% of Vermont’s four-year-olds at or below 200% FPL arc not ¢nrolled in
Medicaid. Table 30 (KidsCount, 2014) shows Vermont’s children without health insurance by

poverty level.

Table 28: Vermont Children Age three to five Enrolled in Medicaid by, County & Low-Income Status {(9/13-
6/14)

County. Medicaid Recipients (Age three to five)
<200% FPL All enrollees
3 4 5 Total 3 4 5 Total
Addison 174 165 181 520 207, 195, 212 614
Bennington 217 253 247 717 242, 283 276 804
Caledonia 206 218 230 654 232 244 258 734
Chittenden 537 593 586 1,716 630 685 680 1,995
Fssex 44 29 51 124 49, .36.. .56.. 141
Franklin 306 276 1332 914 348 303 376 1,027
Grand Tsle 44 35 39 118 54 41 40 135
Lamoille 166 157 172 495, 184 192 196, 572
Orange 161.. 158, 176.. 495 184, 179 208 571
Orleans 194. 185, 189. 568 218, 208 213 639
Rutland 363 346 .351 1,060 401, 389 396 1,186
Washmgton 1330 283 317 930, 377 336 372 1,083
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County Medicaid Recipients (Age three to five)
=200% FPL. All enrollees.
3 4 5 Total 3 4 5 Total
Windham 230, 206, 255, 691 270 239 288 797
Windsor 314 327 324 965 351 362 372 1,083,
Non-VT Address o8 . 125, 123, 1346 102 128 127 357
Total 3.384 3336 3.573. 10313 | 3,849 3,820 4,073 (11,742

Table 29: Vermont Children Without Health Insurance by Poverty Level

Poverty Data Type 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011
Level

Below 100% | Number 3,000 3,000, 2,000 1,000, 2,000
poverty. Percent 18% 18% 13% 8% 9%
100 10 124% | Number <500 <300, 1,000 0 {0
poverty. Percent 9% 6% 5% 7%, 10%
12510 149% | Number 1,000 1,000, <500 0 {0
poverty. Percent 8% 10% 7% 4% 1%
150 t0 174% | Number 1,000 1,000, <500 0 {0
poverty. Percent K% 8%, 7% 3%, 4%
17510 199% | Number <500 <300, <500 0 {0
poverty. Percent 6% 3% 4% 4%. 0%
100 10 200% | Number 2,000 2,000 2,000 1,000, 1,000
poverty. Percent K% T%. 6% 5%, 3%
20010 249% | Number 1,000 1,000, <500 0 {0
poverty. Percent 10% 7%, 4% 1%, 3%
250% poverty. | Number 3,000 2,000 2,000 2,000, 2,000
or above Percent 49, 3%, 2% 4%, 3%

Once the PDG-Expansion project is underway, Vermont will look statewidc to sce where
underserved pockets of eligible children still exist and seek to recruit additional subgrantees, as

appropriate. .
D3. How the state conducted outreach to potential subgrantees

Subgrantees were recruiled statewide through outreach conducted during the sumter and fall
of 2014. In accord with the statewide focus of this application, and the culture of collaboration
that cxists in Northern New England, all Supcrvisory Unions/Supcervisory Districts (SU/SD)
(LEAs) and Hcad Start programs. in Vermont were invited to partner with the state on this grant,

Many SU/SD currently implement PreK programs and oversce the mixed delivery system for
carly learning and development programs that exists in Vermont, Vermont’s seven Head Start
programs are experienced in parental engagement and comprehensive services, and are already.

serving the target population typically in inclusive settings. The commbination of these
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institutions as subgrantees allows Vermont to have a state-wide reach for improving and
expanding slots through this grant opportunity.
The state’s drafling team for this grant included:
¢ The Governor’s Office as the project lead;
* The Early Education Coordinator at the Agency of Education;
*  The Deputy Commissioncer of the Dept. of Children and Familics under the Agency of
Human Services;.
*  The Dircctor of PreK through Middle School Division Integrated Support for Learning at
the Agency of Education;
¢ The Vermont Head Start Collaboration Director;
* The Early Childhood Special Education/IDEA 619 Coordinator and Early MTSS Co-
Coordinator at the Agency of Education;
* The¢ Exccutive Dircctor of the Building Bright Futures Statc Early Childhood Governance
body; and

* A representative of the philanthropic community.

Members of the drafting tcam:

* Held a public information session for any interested partners on September 10, 2014,
which was then followed by an information scssion on the draft rules for the Act 166
universal PreK bill;

* Allended the Vermont Head Start Association’s annual meeting on Thursday, Sept 11 1in
White River Junction to discuss the grant opportunity and the idca of the seven Vermont
ITcad Start Agencics joining the grant as subgrantecs te cnsurc a statc-widc rcach;

¢ Allended the Vermont Superintendents Association annual meeting in Berlin on
Scptember 11 to discuss the opportunity with every Superintendcent 1n the state (all SUs
and SDs are managed by a Superintendent). The drafting team stayed in touch with all
VT Superintendents and also collected a single point of contact for PreK issues from all
SUs/SDs to facilitate communication during the drafting process; .

* Attended the Verment State Board of Education monthly meeting on Scptember 16, 2014
in Springfield to discuss this grant opportunity. The State Board voted to strongly support
the effort;
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* As final outrcach for any intcrested subgrantee, the drafting tcam did a statewide tour and

conducted meetings in all four corners of the state:

o. Monday, Sept 29 in Rutland;

o Monday, Sept 29 in Williston;

o. Thursday, Oct 2 in St. Johnsbury; and

o. Thursday, Oct 2 from in Springficld.

= Thesc mectings were well-attended as appropriate by Superintendents,

Principals, Hcad Start dircctors, Early Childhood Program Coordinators,

Chiet Financial Ofticers, private providers, Building Bright Futures

Regional Coordinators, and others. These meetings were hosted by

Building Bright Futures Regional Councils; and

* Ilcld a sccond mecting with the Vermont Supcerintendents Association Exccutive Board

on Friday, Oct 3 1o discuss last questions and discuss final steps for grant completion.

Subgrantees that expressed an interest in participating were asked to sign a draft MOU, and

provide data and financial projections relating to the number of cligible four-ycar-olds that

would participatc in their service arcas (scc Appendix, page 69).

b
DA, o or more of grant to subgrantee(s)

As evidenced by the budget and budget j usliﬁcalion,A;. of funds will be funneled to

subgrantees to provide high-quality ELD services to eligible children. Table 31 below details the

projected number of new and improved slots over the proposed four-year funding period.

Table 30: Projected Eligible Children

Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4
Total Eligible Children 2,591 2,591 2,591 2,591
Eligible Children Served in 498, 575 575 575
New Preschool Slots
% Eligible Children Served in 19%,. 22% 22% 22%
New Preschool Slots
Eligible Children Served in 795 843 996 1,243,
Improved Preschool Slots
% Eligible Children Served in 3% 33% 38% 48%.
Improved Preschool Slots
Total %. Eligible Children 49.90%, 54.73% 60.63% 70.17%.
Served With New and
Improved Slots
Total Children Served 1,293, 1,418 1.571. 1,818
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Dda. Ambitious/achievable targets for #% of new children for each year

Table 31 above dctails the ambitious/achicvable targets for new children for cach year. In
ycar onc, 1,293 children, or 49.90% of cligible children statewide, will be scrved through new
and improved slots. By vear four, a total of 1,818 children will be served. This represents
70.17% of eligible children statewide. These data speak to the substantive impact that PDG-

Expansion funds, if awarded, will have on expanding access to high-quality PreK in Vermont.

D4b. Targets incorporated into subgrantee plan (ambitious expansion or improvement of

slots)

As discusscd in E1 (page 112), subgrantces will be required to exccute MOUSs with related
strategic plans in the first 90 days. Thesc will include specific enrollment targets for their

scrvice arcas that converge with the statewide projections articulated in Table 31 above.
D4b1. Ambitious expansion of the number of new slots

In the first year, 498 children will be served with new slots. This represents 19% of total
eligible children statewide. Over the four years, a cumulative total of 2,223 unduplicated
children will be served in these slots. By year four, 22% of eligible children statewide will be

scrved with new slots,
D4b2. Ambitious improvement of existing slots

In the first ycar, 795 children will be served with improved slots. This represents 31% of
total cligiblc children statewide. Over the four years, a cumulative total of 3,877 unduplicated.
children will be served with improved slots. By year four, 48% of eligible children statewide

will be served with improved slots.
D35, State/subgrantee(s) sustain high-quality programs after grant period ends.

The intersection of Act 166 implementation  which has created universal PreK in Vermont
through mandated funding at the LEA Ievel — with PDG-Expansion funding offers a unique
opportunity to braid funds to sustain HQPP for low-income children,

Beyond the implementation of universal PreK in Vermont during 2015, a range of strategics
will be employed to assurc the sustainability of high-quality programs after the grant period

ends. These are discussed in detail in G3 (page 154).
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A range of stale and privale funding streams will provide a greater than A;. maich :) tor
our PDG-Expansion application (see Budget & Budget Justification). We are fortunate that our
elected officials have demonstrated an strong, ongoing financial commitment 1o ELD (see B2,
page 20) and that our philanthropic community has pledged to fund projects that support
Vermont’s Early Childhood Action Plan, thus adding cxtra strategic power. This congruence
between public and private funders will be of considerable benefit in sustaining the ambitious
and achicvablc plan proposcd in this application beyond the end of the funding period.

An important highlight of the 5% of administrative funds to be used for the state-level
infrastructure is the School Finance Analyst {who will serve as the program’s financial manager)
who will enhance sustainability beyond the grant period. This Finance Analyst will develop,
pilot, tune and document best practices with respect to use of braiding separate funding streams
to maximize impact of grant monics and train subgrantccs in cffective practices for sustaining
programming beyond the grant period. The goal 1s to have the cohort of subgrantces become
experts over the course of the grant period in properly braiding funding strcams to enhance
program sustainability. The Finance Analyst will also train relevant agency staff over the course

of the grant period to build up in-house expertise on best practices for braiding funding streams. .

D. Expanding High-Quality Preschool Programs in Each High-Need Community —

Evidence

* Rcquired Tables D4 and A (Required Spreadsheets)
*  Subgrantcc MOUs (scc Appendix, page 69) (D1)
*  Other cevidence
o. Subgrantee Letters of Support (see Appendix, page 28) (D1)

o. Status of Head Start Prekindergarten Partnerships in Vermont and Nationally (see

Appendix, page 325) (D1)
E. Collaborating with Each Subgrantee and Ensuring Strong Partnerships

El. Roles and responsibilities of the state and subgrantee in implementing the project plan

In order to ensure the creation and sustainability of HQPP, Vermont has mandated the
tollowing roles and responsibilities for itself and subgrantees.  These cover a range of critical

arcas including asscssment of specific needs to reach TIQPP benchmarks, customized MOUs,
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partnership and collaboration among subgrantees through Professional Learning Communities,
and others.
The Appendix (see page 69) contains a sample Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) that
cach participating subgrantcc has agreed to execute upon the award of PDG-Expansion funding.
This MOU outlincs the core roles and responsibilitics the state and subgrantec in

implementing the project including:
State

* Inthe first 90 days, preparing and cxecuting a customized MOU with cach subgrantce
and approving a strategic plan and scope of work for each subgrantee with a related
budget;

*  Decevcloping and implementing a monitoring system {scc C2, page 62 for a full
description).

*  Subgrantcc programmatic and fiscal monitoring.

* Providing tcchnical assistance to grantces including implementing a Professional
Learning Community that will meet frequently to enable subgrantees to work together to.
design and implement high-quality programs; and financial and administrative assistance

and training including in braiding funding streams to assure sustainability.
Subgrantees

¢ Must execute and meet their obligations under an MOU prepared by the Vermont
agencics supervising the project that includes:.

o Terms and conditions: Each subgrantec must sign a standard sct of terms and
conditions that includes, at a minimum: key rolcs and responsibilitics of the Lead.
Agency and the subgrantee; method and proccess for making different types of
decisions; mechanism for exchanging of data; the Sub grantee’s role in
implementing the State’s ambitious and achievable plan; State recourse for non-
performance by the subgrantee; and assurances that make clear what the
subgrantee 1s agreeing to do.

o. Scope of work: The scope of work, including a, must be signed and dated by an
authorized subgrantce official and an authorized Lead Agency official. The scope

of work for the statc and the subgrantee, which must contain detailed work plans
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and budgets consistent with the state’s grant application, must include the State’s
and each subgrantee’s specific goals, activities, timelines, budgets, key personnel,
and annual targets for key performance measures for the portions of the State’s
proposcd plans that the subgrantee is agreeing to implement.

o Authorized Signaturcs: The signatures on the MOU or other binding agreement
demonstrate an acknowledgement of the relationship between the Subgrantee and
the Lead Ageney. With respect to the relationship between the Subgrantee and
the Lead Agency, the Lead Agency’s counter-signature on the MOU or other
binding agreement indicates that the subgrantee’s commitment is consistent with
the requirement that a subgrantee implement all applicable portions of the State

Plan.

E2. How high-quality preschool programs will be implemented including organizational

capacity and existing infrastructure

Subgrantces arc at various lcvels of mecting the components of a high-quality PreK program
as defined in this grant. The context in which they exist, from a configuration of small rural
towns to larger more urban areas, reflect in what they bring to the table and the amount and areas
of growth they will need to make to become “high-quality.” In some cases, all comiponents are
met except for adding additional hours. In others, curriculum and staffing need to be
strengthened, or comprehensive services need to be added. .

Given this wade variation, the first task for all subgrantces will be to pull together a local
planning and implementation tecam that includes administrators, practitioners, and familics.
Working in consultation with the Projcct Dircctor, cach local tcam will conduct a needs
asscssment to identify their assets and challenges. Each tcam will then develop a four-year action
plan to chart their path towards achieving the goal of becoming a HQPP. The action plan will
describe specific activities, resources, responsible parties, and benchmarks.

Although all subgrantees currently meet Act 166 standards of quality, the enhanced
definition of quality presented in the grant 1s higher in terms of length of day, comiprehensive
scrvices, and comparable compensation.  For some subgrantecs, the goal of meeting thesc higher
standards of quality 1s short-tcrm and for othcrs, this goal may take three or four years to fully

rcalize.

PR/Award & 541381500308
Page 130



Vermont PDG-Expansion Application for Funding (CFDA 84.419B)-Narrative
Pagc 114

E3. How the subgrantee will minimize local administrative costs

As a result of Act 166, Vermont’s universal PreK legislation, local cxisting partnerships and
supporting systems arc in placc to provide high-quality PreK programs. Thus, the funding
requested through this PDG-Expansion application will not increase administrative cost in any
significant way (see the budget narrative for details). Further, the Fiscal Manager to be hired

through the, EE% percent 1) of funds through this application that will be used for

administrative purposes will provide oversight and technical assistance to subgrantees regarding

financial management and sustainability. This will also scrve to hold down administrative costs.
E4. How the state and subgrantee will monitor Early Learning Providers

As discussed in C2b (page 74), Vermont proposcs a robust monitoring system as part of this
application.

Vermont’s universal PreK legislation, Act 166 mandates Vermont’s Agency of Education
and Departiment for Children and Families to “jointly monitor and evaluate PreK education
programs.” to promote optlimal outcomes for children and to collect data that will inform future
decisions” including such areas as programmatic details, quality improvement through training,
mentoring, and tcchnical assistance, the progress of children enrolled in PreK, and instruction
and program practiccs..

With the support of RTT-ELC funds and bolstered by the mandate in Vermont’s universal
PrcK law, Act 166, Vermont will institute such an expanded monitoring system. Using PDG
Expansion funds, if awarded, Vermont will use its subgrantees as the first cohort of PreK
programs in this expanded and robust monitoring system.

The goals of the new monitoring system will be:

* To cnsurc programs collect data that cvidence shows makes a different in quality and

oulcomes.

* To cnsure programs that provide PrcK in Vermont arc adhering to the standards of
quality and have provide high-quality services that maximize positive outcomes for
children and families. .

¢ To ensure programs are functioning at the optimal professional level, with improvement

plans developed and implemented as required to ensurce optimal performance;
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*  Spccifically, metrics will track child progress and outcomes and adult/child intcractions,
results of  the environmental rating scales, data from Vermont’s TQRIS, VT STARS, and
related child-care licensing data, and data from Head Start and Early Head Start
monitoring.

As part of the data collection

As part of the data collection protocols cstablished for this monitoring system, subgrantecs

will be required to collect and report data to the statc on high-quality PreK services they provide
dircetly, and to collect and report data to the state from ELDPs that provide services to them

through subcontracts.
ES. How the state and the subgrantee will coordinate plans

As evidenced by the budget and budget justification, Vermont plans to use part of itSo.
administrative funds to hire a Project Director who will create frequent opportunities (e.g.,
Professional Learning Communitics, PDG-Expansion blog) to connect with subgrantees — and
their subcontractors — to assurc ongoing coordination of services, and to address rclated
requircments such as data collection protocols, family cngagement activitics, outrcach to
underscrved families (c.g., migrant, homeless, refugees). In addition, this will also allow for
profcssional development,

Vermont’s Universal PreK legislation, Act 166 (see B3, page 23) requires statewide
coordination for the entire system of the state’s publicly funded preK education. This
coordination starts with mandating the Agency of Education and the Agency ot Human Services
to jointly administer universal PreK; hence, subgrantees are already part of a system of
coordination with the lead statc agencices. Act 166 also stipulates for the involvement and
specific roles of other parts of the state’s carly childhood infrastructure such as Building Bright
Futures, the state’s carly childhood council, and cducation partners (c.g., Vermont
Superintendents Association, Vermont School Boards Association). The PDG-Expansion grant
would build on existing coordinating activities including: The Building Bright Futures (BBF)
Regional Councils. (see BS, page 54). Building Bright Futures (BBF) is the governance structure
for Vermont’s early care, health and education system. The BBF has been established as a
public-private partnership, operating as an independent 501(c){(3) organization. A governing
council of 23 members lcads Building Bright Futures statcwide. BBF serves an additional role

as umbrcella organization to 12 regional carly childhood councils who monitor and improve their
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local systems of service delivery. These local councils contain broad local representation, and
conduct outreach and coordination in their own service areas. They all have local action plans
that align with Vermont’s Early Childhood Action Plan (see B3, page 23). Thus, between the
Council and the Regional Councils, BBF has cxtensive reach throughout Vermont’s carly
childhood infrastructurc and stakcholders;
*  The Head Start Collaboration Office, which coordinates PreK services between Head
Start and Early llcad Start programs and their collaborative partner providers;
*  Existing regular conference calls scheduled monthly between directors of ELDPs
regarding the 21% Century Learning framework;
¢ Early Essential Education Coordinators meetings, and

¢ Other existing regional professional development trainings and programs.

E6. How the state and the subgrantee will coordinate, but not supplant, the delivery of
high-quality preschool programs funded under this grant with existing services for

preschool-aged children

PDG-Expansion funds, if awarded, will not supplant Head Start, Title I, Child Care Financial
Assistance Program, Vermont Act 166 universal PreK, Vermont EEI, Part B, Section 619 IDEA
funds, or any other existing PreK funding streams. Instead, funds will enhance the delivery of
services rather than supplant or diminish them. For example, universal PreK will become
availablc for all three- and four-ycar-olds m Vermont as of July 1, 2015 under Act 166 at a level
of 10 hours pcr weck for 35 wecks per year. The statcwide tuition rate starting in 2015-2016 will
be §P®) pet child attending a “prequalified” PreK program. PDG-Expansion funds, if awarded,
will not supplant the state funding to provide services under Act 166. Instcad ' o of PDG-
Expansion funds will be used to create and expand slots. Similarly, other funding streamns — such
as Head Start and Title I — will not be supplanted.

Figures 16 and 17 below show the primary layers of funding for the subgrantees by

institutional type. PDG Expansion funds will be used last.
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VT Genl Ed Federal PDG
Funds (Act Head Start CACFP Funds Nutrition Expansion
Funds P
166} Funds Funds

Figure 16: Major Funding Layers, Head Start

VT Local
& State
VT Genl Funding- Title 1 Funds CACFP IDEA 619 PDG
Ed Funds Special Ed (Preschool) Funds Funds Expansion
(Act 166) ' ' ' (Preschool) Funds
(3-5 Year
Olds)

Figure 17: Major Funding Layers, SU/SD.
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E7. How the subgrantees will integrate high-quality preschool programs for eligible

children within economically diverse, inclusive settings

Becausce Vermont will provide universal PreK free to all children age three to five who arc
not enrolled in kindergarten in the state as of July 1, 2015, economic diversity will be enhanced
in its PreK system. Further, the scattered nature of poverty in Vermont (see A2, page 9)
contributes to economic diversity in most communities. PDG-Expansion funds will increase the
economic diversity of Head Start subgrantees by enabling them to serve children between 130%-

200% fedceral poverty level. The PDG funds would be built upon the EEIMH) statcwide Act 166

tuition to support a full-day quality program for children who cxceed Head Start cligibility.

Since the carly 1980s, Vermont has embraced and remains a strong proponent of quality
inclusion for children who arc high risk and children with disabilitics. Vermont defines an
inclusive early learning and development program as a program that includes a majority (at least

percent) of nondisabled children (children who do not have [EPs). To achieve the goal of
high-quality inclusion and to ensure that a full continuum of placement options are available for
preschool children with disabilities, LEAs engage in a variety of strategies that include staffing
configurations, developing and maintaining community-bascd ELDP partnerships under Act 62
and the newly cnacted Act 166 and professional development to promote cxpanded preschool
options.

Morc than 73% of preschool children with disabilitics participate in inclusive carly lcarning
and development programs with typically developing peers. The Vermont Agency of Education
Part B Annual Performance Report (2012) states that 73.68% - or 1,349 of the total population of
1,831 children age three to five with [EPs in Vermont - atiended a regular early childhood
program and received the majority of special education and related services in the regular early.
childhood program. This 1s a 2.10% increasc from 2011, and cxceeds Vermont’s target for this
indicator of 71.78%. Only 4.81% - or 88 of the total population of 1,831 children age three to
tfive with IEPs - attended a scparate special education class, scparate school or residential factlity.
This is a 1.58% dccrease from 2011 and cxceeds Vermont’s target for this indicator of 6.19%.
During the 2(013-2014 program year, 21 percent of children served by Head Start programs in
Vermont were identified as having a disability and had an Individualized Education Plan, and 96
percent of those identified to be eligible for special education and related services during their

enrollment in Head Start received these services according to the 2013-2014 Head Start PIR.
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In Vermont, 73.7% of children age three to five identified with disabilities attend and receive
EEE (Essential Early Education-Part B 619) and related services in inclusive early learning and
development programs compared with 42.4% nationally. Vermont ranks high among the top ten
statcs in providing placement options for children with disabilitics within inclusive ELDPs.

Irrespective of their family’s income, homeless children and foster children are catcgorically
cligible to cnroll in Iead Start. Twelve pereent (149 of 1,208) of children served by Icad Start
programs wcre homeless, and Head Start programs scrved 40 foster children according to the
2013-2014 Head Start PIR. Head Start programs enrolled 58 children who were referred to them
by a child welfare agency during the 2013-2014 program year. Additionally, some Early
Education Initiative grants, state funds dedicated to supporting at-risk 3-four-year-olds, also
support early education programs for homeless children. .

Utilizing RTT-ELC grant and other funds, mitiatives arc under way to provide professional
dcvelopment to increasc high-quality inclusive programs for yvoung children with high nceds and
disabilitics. Subgrantces will have ready access to state level training and technical assistance
including the following:

* Increasing practitioncr knowledge and usc of cvidence-bascd practices (EBPs) to support

inclusion;

*  Building systcms to ensurc program-wide implementation of EBPs to fidelity and
sustainability;,

* Expanding access to high-quality inclusive ELDPs, increasing the capacity of LEAs to
offer a full continuum of placement options mncluding Act 166 parinerships; and
Partnering with Early Multi-Tiered Systems of Support Inclusion Project to expand and
strengthen high-quality inclusien for children who need additional suppert, with high

needs and with disabilities.

E8. How the subgrantees will deliver high-quality preschool programs to eligible children

who may be in need of additional supports

Vermont’s mixed delivery system for delivering publicly funded PreK, described in A4 (page
10) of this proposal, creates a distinctively advantageous policy and practice environment to

ensure that the HQPP created with funding from this proposal both reach eligible children who
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may be in need of additional supports and provide those supports to advance improved oulcomes
for these children and their families.

Vermont’s commitment Lo integration in all aspects of services for young children and
tamilics is cvidenced by a number of critical policy and ELD system choices in the statc.

Co-administration of statc funded PrcK (under Acts 62 and 166) by thc Agency of Education
AQOE) and the Agency of Human Scrvices (AHS) ensurces that the capacity to deliver evidence-
bascd, agec-appropriate curricula in prequalificd PreK education programs is complemented by
the capacity to provide comprehensive services and public benefits. These address the holistic
needs of young children and families challenged by economic instability and other
environmental risk factors. The AOE reflects a perspective of public education entitlement, a
focus on learning and standards, culture and institutions, and relationships with Local Education
Agcencies, while the AIIS brings the health and human services culture and institutions with
responsibility for a social safety net that addresses poverty, entitlement to basic nceds, and
protcction of child welfare, and relationships with a nctwork of variced social service agencics,
including child carc programs, in communitics.

An exceptional “three-legged” partnership and shared focus among education, health and
human services on state and local levels is evident in Vermont’s Early Childhood Action Plan
and advanced in Vermont’s successful RTT-ELC grant. This brings all aspects of these sectors
into play as we build HQPP in our proposed plan and provides opportunities 1o build systems
that cross scctors and weave funding and services to maximize cfficiency and cffectivencss.,

The statcwide Building Bright Futurcs Council brings public institutions from all scctors,
privatc fundcrs, business representatives and other stakcholders around a common table to
cnvision, plan for and cxccutc a system that fulfills the promisc of cvery Vermont child through
the provision of high quality opportunities like HQPP. BBF’s 12 regional councils were
instrumental in the recruitment of partners for this proposal and will be involved in ensuring
local capacity to meet the needs of all children..

Children’s Integrated Services (CIS) (see B3, page 23) is a nationally recognized reform
model for intcgrating funding and support services for young children and familics. The Family
Scrvices Diviston of DCF with responsibility for child welfare works closcly with CIS on both
statc and local levels. The Military Child Carce Liaison, supported by funding from the
Department of Defense, is co-located with CIS in the CDD.
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Vermont’s ambitious and achievable plan described in this proposal has a state-wide
reach to bring access to HQPP to all Eligible Children in Vermont, including those who are dual
language learners, have special needs, and or homeless or in foster care. The 33 SU/SD and
scven Ilead Start programs committed to the plan have all pledged to work in partnership with
other ELDP potentially qualified as 11QPP. The strength of these robust multi-layered
partncrships will ensurc that we rcach and enroll the projected 70.17% of Vermont’s cligible
four-ycar-olds by the fourth ycar of the funding period (see D4, page 108). The comprchensive
nature of these partnerships assures the capacity. to provide needed supports (see E10bvii, page

146).

E9. How the state will ensure outreach to enroll isolated or hard-to-reach families; help

families build protective factors; and engage parents and families

In rural communitics, ncighbors and local scrvice providers know where isolated familics
live. Vermont will ensurc outrcach to isolated or hard-to-rcach familics through its cxtensive
nctwork of local partners (sec A7b3, page 14) including LEAs and Tlcad Start programs. Rulcs
developed to implement Act 166 (beginning in 2015) include a requirement for school districts to
inform parents and guardians throughout their district about the right to and availability of
publicly funded PreK education. Local Building Bright Futures regional councils and state-wide
organizations such as the Vermont Community. Preschool Collaborative and Let’s Grow Kids are
pritned to spread the word aboul access to PreK to all families.

If Vermont 18 successful in this proposal and establishes 11QPP for low-income four-ycar-
olds, particular outrcach to these identified populations will be a part of that broader cffort that
has alrcady begun. Additionally, DCF will usc demographic data from public benefit programs
such as SNAP, TANF and CHIP to identify four-ycar-olds under 200% of FPL and send familics
information about the availability of HQPP in their area. As with subgrantees and LEA partners,
Head Start programs that have experience with outreach to hard-to-reach families in their
calchment areas will share expertise and strategies with other HQPP partners. LEAs will draw on
relationships with extended families and older siblings for targeted outreach for HQPP
cnrollment..

The Center for the Study of Social Policy (CSSP) has identified five rescarch-informed
protcctive factors, such as parcntal resilicney and social connections, that help strengthen

tamilics and protect children from toxic stress (see Figure 18 below). Based on this rescarch, the
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CSSP developed a framework and tools for ELDP and other family support systems, called the
Strengthening Families Framework (SFF).

The Strengthening Families Approach

Benelits ALL fami ies
Builds on family strengths, buffers risk, ard promeotes better cutvores
Can be irrplemertea through small but significant charges ir everyday actions

Builds on anz can becerme a part of existing programs, strategies, systers and community opacrtn’ties

15 grounded i1 researcn, practice and implermentation enow edge

fi=n
- Strategies Y Factors » Results

able infrastructure
through key levers

* Facilitate fricndships
and mutual support

also promate positive
outeomes:

Community and Community programs Familias and + Strengthened
multi-system leaders and worker practice communities build families
act to build sustain- consistently: protective factars that - Optimal child

development

* Reduced child

far change: abuse & neglect

« Strengthen parenting + Parental resilience

- Parent

. - Sedial connedtions
Partnerships

* Respond to family

crises * Knowledge of

parenting and
child development

* Palicy/Systems - Link families to

services and
opporiunities

* Professicnal

Development » Concrete support

- Walue and in times of need
suppart parents . Sorial and
 Further children’s emotional
social and emetignal competence of
children

development

+ Observe and
respond to early
warning signs of
abuse and neglect

Families and communities, service systems and organizations:

» Focus on building protective and promotive factors to reduce risk and create optimal outcomes for
all children, youth and families

» Recognize and support parents as decision-makers and leaders

» Value the culture and unique assets of sach family

» Are mutually responsible for batter outcomes for children, youth and families

Figure 18: Strengthening Families Framework

Over the past five years, the Child Developtment Division (CDD) in the Vermont Department
for Children and Families {DCF) has promoted the SFF across seclors in policies, programs and
services addressing young children and families. The DCF includes the SFF in its strategic plan,
and has initiated a demonstration project in three regions for families with young children
identified at significant risk in the child welfare system. Vermont’s Early Childhood Action Plan

identifics “cmbed the SFF in carly childhood service delivery™ as an Action Step for engaging
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with families as their child’s first and foremost teacher (a strategy under Result 2, page 17). The
SFF has been adopted by the Integrated Family Services (IFS) Leadership Team in the Agency
of Human Services (AHS) as the guiding framework for an integrated approach to service
delivery and reform across scctors,

In 2012, the CDD sponsored “train the trainct™ scssions i the SFF for “Strengthening
Familics Centers”™ (SFC) and other interested EC stakcholders cstablishing a cadre of trainers
across the statc qualificd to train and mentor ECE 1n implementing strategics in ELDP to help
build protective factors in families. ELDP can earn points in Vermont STARS for assessing their
program using the tool developed by the CSSP and improving their capacity. to build protective
factors. ELDP receiving SFC grants described in B2 {(page 20) are required to assess programs
annually and implement continuous quality improvement in relation to building protective
factors and cngaging familics. Many of these ELDPs are prequalificd PreK cducation programs
dclivering publicly funded PreK under Act 62 and Act 166 and identified as partners by sub-
grantces developing ITQPP supported by this proposal.

In May 2014, the CDD invited [P'®)

]

Scnior Associate at the CSSP, to come to

Vermont to help deepen knowledge of the SFF statewide, impact practice in key programs that

have adopted SFF, and support planning for a statewide SFF Team to continue and expand this
{b)®)

critical work to help families build protective factors. .

delivered presentations and

trainings to several hundred Vermonters including statt in ELDP receiving SFC grants, Head
Start programs, community scrvice providers and state staff working in partnership on the child
welfare demonstration project, Children’s Integrated Scrvices staff gathered for an annual
conference from all corners of the state and other key stakcholders including statc agency staff,
parents, philanthropy, and business lcaders. Topics discussed included the SFF modcl and
approach, implementation of the SFF in early care and education and other sectors mcluding

health and human services, and policy development applying a SFF lens. A plan to convene and
{b)®)

support a state SFF Team is in development to build on the advances made throughl

visit.

RTT-ELC funds will be uscd to continue applying the SF approach in Vermont. In the
Promisc Communitics Project, and undcr the auspices of Building Bright Futures regional
councils, Vermont will engage parents using the “community café¢” modcl. These gatherings will

bring parents and other community members together for a scrics of structured conversations that
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address protective factors. Parents, educators and community members build leadership and
relationships as well as the protective factors that help to strengthen their families (see E9, page
121).

Head Start programs in Vermont have been applying the Head Start Parent, Family, and
Community Engagement Framework (Office of lcad Start, 2011) to support the systemic
intcgration of cffective parent, family and community cngagement practices within
programs. Thesc cfforts support the ultimate goals of enhancing children’s school rcadiness;
sustaining gains in early. childhood through later years of children’s education; enhancing the
overall quality of programs for children and families; and supporting communities around a
shared responsibility to nurture and educate young children. As subgrantees participating in
learning communities, Head Start programs will share this framework and experience in

applying to contributc to stratcgics to cngage familics.

Vermont has a range of other strategies across programs and sectors to ensure family

engagement (see E10bii, page 131).

E10. How the state will ensure strong partnerships between each subgrantee and LEAs or

other early learning providers.
ElQa. Partnerships with LEAs or other ELPs

As discussed previously, Acts 62 and 166 were built on partnerships. For example, Act 62
promoted parinerships between school districts and existing qualified communily programs,
required community input prior to ¢stablishing or expanding PreK programs, and offered
children between the ages of three and five and their families greater aceess to 6-10 hours of
publicly funded PreK. Further, as a small, rural state, partnership and partnership networks n
Vermont are strong regionally and statcwide. Partnerships alrcady cxist between school districts
— some of which do not operate their own PreK programs — and local ELDPs as well as Head
Starl programs.

For example, Figure 19 quantifies the PreK partnerships between Head Start and LEAs in

2013-2014, prior to the initiation of universal PreK in Vermont.
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Question # | HS and LEA Partrership {DataFields) | BCHS | CvHS | cvcac» | EES | NEKCA | SEVCA | Subtotals
Special Education Services
17 a< Total 7 of HS children on IET {4 ard 3 17 (9.8 | 26 (1511} | 19 {agesnot | 7{agesnol 13(13.0) 12(7.5) 94
year olds, 3 year olds) fully report- | reported)
ed}
18 # of sites in which a LEA provides Spe- 3 8 6 1 3 2(also 25
rial Fducation Services on-site the LEA
provides
ot-sile
services
outside of
classroom)
Child Development Assessment Services
2la F of sites in which assessments in (both [3HS {3both, 7 | (3both, 1HS | 1HSonly | Allteachers | 2HSonly | 8 Both HS
HS and LEA collaborate. HS only, LEA orly.1 | HSonly) only] and LEA,
only) LEA only) 1A HS
only,
1LEA
only
2lb t of sites in which HS pays for Teaching 3 b 6 1 3 0 21
Strategies Gold
¢ t of sites in which {either only the HS [2HS (7HS {3HSonly, | 1HSonly |{2HSonly, 3 | 2HSonly | 19HS
inpuds the T5G datz, Lhe LEA and HS only, LHS | onlv, 3H5 | 1HSand HS and LEA) only,
inpul data, or only the LEA inputs the and LEA, | and LLA} LLA)" 8 HS and
data) 1LEA LEA, and
orly) 1LEA
only

Figure 19: 2013-2014 Head Start/LEA Preschool Partnership Inventory (Allen, 2014)

E10b. Coordination and Collaboration with LEAs or other ELPs including:

E10bi. Professional Development

Vermont has developed and implemented a comprehensive system of professional

development for ELD staff over the past 30 years designed to support thosc that work in all

rcgulated settings. This robust infrastructure will support professional development under this

application, thus supporting the standards cstablished in Act 166, Vermont’s universal PreK

legislation. For cxample, ELD staff providing scrvices under this application will be included as

appropriate in a range of trainings and other professional development activities, such as

trainings on TS GOLD and other instruments; special trainings, such as Vermont’s recent

Strengthening Families trainings (see E9, page 121); and the Vermont Early Childhood

Leadership Institute (see below). One focus of these expanded activities will be to integrate

activitics and standards from birth through gradce threc.

Further, PDG-Expansion funds, if awarded, will support the salarics of licensed cducators,

many of whom will have bencfitted from the professional development activitics described

below. Act 166 mandates that cach ELD program has a bachclors-preparced cducator with a
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Vermont educator license and an endorsement 1n either early childhood or early childhood
special education. . This exceeds the requirements of PDG-Expansion funding.

Additionally, to help build a pipeline of licensed teachers, Vermont’s early childhood
philanthropic community will be focusing resources on mentoring to meet the growing demand
for this crucial quality component.

The primary componcnts of Vermont’s professional development infrastructure follow.
Northern Lights Career Development Center

The Northern Lights Career Development Center (NLCDC) is an organizational hub guiding
the Vermont’s ELD professional development system.

The NLCDC has helped Vermont develop, manage and deliver learning opportunities that
are in line with national recommendations and research informed practices. In 2011, Vermont
conducted a professional development survey of the workforce and, with over 900 respondents;
it has helped inform the current work and offerings in the system. Another survey commissioncd
by Building Bright Futurcs as part of a John Snow, Inc. study also informed current practicces.

The results indicated that there were a wide array of activitics and practices 1n place and. that
there could be value in creating a more coordinated and clear system to support both people
providing “one 1o one” services and for those receiving these services. The commillee
determined over the course of considerable work and discussion that it was more important to
create a clear structure for this kind of work than it was to create definitions for specific titles
such as “mentor” or “advisor”. They determined that the overarching structure would be called
MATCII. Key MATCIT activitics included:

¢ Completing the structural vision of the MATCH system,;

* Defining the competencies and qualifications to provide MATCH services;

*  Developing a searchable data base of approved MATCH professionals;

¢ Conducting a Pilot implementation of MATCH to test requirements and refine plans for

the systemn and upcoming implementation; and.

*  Understanding the need to develop a sufficient evaluation structure for MATCH to

determine efficacy and participant satisfaction and personal and programmatic quality.

improvement as a result of MATCII services.
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Vermont’s RTT-ELC implementation includes expanding access to mentoring and consulling
is 1o develop an evaluation plan to documnent the efficacy of MATCH and to ensure there are
appropriate metrics and practices in place to determine the impact of MATCH as an agent of
changc. Other RTT-ELC professional development activitics include an Early Childhood
Lcadership Institute (scc below).

NLCDC is a statcwide center that has both a physical office and virtual presence. NLCDC s
houscd within the Community College of Vermont and works to unify and cnhance the
professional development system in Vermont by serving as a central hub with a virtual gateway
for communicating system information and resources. NLCDC works closely with BBF.

*  NLCDC maintains an instructor rcgistry and the statewidc carly Icarning coursc calendar;

* It approves training and administers individual professional development activitics and

documentation;

* It partners with cducators and providers working in all carly childhood scttings to guide

staff professional development opportunities. (See Vermont Career Advising Guide for
Early Childhood and Afterschool Professionals in Appendix 336); and
* It supports a comprchensive, accessible and integrated system of quality professional

development in Vermont.

{b)4)
NLCDC is supported by an annual grant of approximately $ in funds trom the

Vermont Child Development Division (CDD).

NLCDC supports the BFIS databasc and documents the growth of individuals in the ficld of
carly childhood and afterschool, while recognizing the related professional development systems
of l1cad Start and Agcencey of Education. The NLCDC/BFIS system includes a carcer ladder and
related bonuses for achievement and is primarily funded by the Child Developtnent Division
(CDD) and managed by the Northern Lights Career Development Center (NLCDC).

Twelve Child care Resource & Reterral (CCRR) providers from across Vermont serve as the
State’s Early Childhood Professional Developmient System, each located in one of the Building
Bright Futurcs Regional Council districts/Agency of Human Scrvices rcgions, These 12 agencics
scrve as a primary rcgional or local interface to the professional development system and provide
guidance, resources and opportunitics. This includes delivering the corg traming content required
to attain the NLCDC Level I and Level I Certificates. Level 1T ineludes the Child Development

Associate (CDA) credential. These classes and this credential precede college course offerings
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sponsored through the Vermont’s registered apprenticeship program that are recognized at Level
IT1.

Other organizations in the professional development system include Vermont Association for
the Education of Young Children (VAEYC), the Stern Center for Language and Learning, the
Vermont Center for the Book, VSA Vermont, Prevent Child Abuse Vermont and the Vermont
Child Care Providers Association.

The system 1s guided and supported by the Building Bright Futures Professional Preparation
and Development Committee (PPD), which is a statewide subcommittee of the State BBF
council. The PPD has a broad mailing constituency but also has approximately 20 key
stakeholders representing various sectors of the workforce and those that educate and support
their professional development that have met regularly for many years. .

The PPD and NLCDC have been working to build a coordinated, aligned and comprchensive
system. To datc, this work has resulted in foundational clements including:

* A setl of guiding principles designed 1o serve as a framework for developing and

cvaluating the system;

*  (Core knowledge areas and competencies developed to serve as a foundation for the

system and the basis for carly childhood professional standards;

¢ Early childhood certificates and credentials have been developed based on core

knowledge arcas and competencics aligned with the NLCDC carcer ladder;

* A professional development registry and training calendar has been established via the

Bright Futurcs Information System (BFIS); and

*  Quality assurance mechanisms are in place through the NLCDC Instructor Registry.

Vermonti Child Care Apprenticeship Program (VCCAP)

VVCAP matches mentors (such as head teachers, assistant directors, program. coordinators,
and directors) with less experienced staff (such as assistant teachers, individual aids,
paraprofessionals) for formal training in the field of early care and education. VCCAP follows
the tradition of registered apprenticeship, which combines supervised on-the-job training with
297 hours, of formal training hours over a two-year time period. These training hours include six
tuition-free college credits in the ficld of carly carc and cducation along with 4,000 hours of

formal on-the-job training.
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A professional development opportunity with a targeted focus developed in Vermont is the
now nationally disseminating Building Blocks for Literacy model. This has been widely shown
1o assist children to develop essential foundational skills to help them learn to read and wrile
upon cntering kindergarten. 1t was developed in Vermont in 1997, Building Blocks for Literacy.
has reached an cstimated 2,750 carly carc and cducation providers, 1,200 parents, and 55,000
preschool children in Vermont. Rescarch on the effectivencss of Building Blocks for Litcracy
was cited 14 times 1n the federal Department of Education’s recent Toward the Identification of
Features of Effective Professional Development for Early Childhood Educators, Literature
Review (Zaslow, et. al., 2010).

Vermont's T.E.A.C.H. Early Childhood Scholarship Program

With support from philanthropists and RTT-ELC grant, Vermont is now able to offer
T.E.A.C.H. to the carly childhood workforce. In its initial phasc of implementation, Vermont
T.E.A.C.H. will focus on working with carly childhood tcachers and assistant tcachers to obtain
an associate’s degree in a ficld related to carly lcarning and development. There are morce than
twenty carly childhood ceducators in this first year of implementation. The next phase will be to
support early childhood educators who have an associate’s degree or an equivalent to obtain a
bachelor’s degree in early education or a related area. Educator license will eventually be an
additional component of Vermont T.E.A.C.H..

The connection between this initiative and the PDG-Expansion grant is clearly evident;
T.E.A.C.H. will work concurrently with the grant (and usc other funds besides PDG-Expansion)
to incrcasc the supply of bachelor’s level teachers who m turn will increasc the quality of
Vermont’s PreK cducation in and beyond subgrantee programs.

Spccialized Professional Development

One of Vermont’s RTT-ELC projects is to provide in-depth professional development
opportunities (credit and non-credit bearing) that are focused on increasing early childhood
educators’ knowledge and skills in content areas that are especially needed when teaching young
children with high needs (e.g., supporting children’s self-regulation, developing cultural
competencee, scrving children in inclusive settings, cffective strategics for engaging familics).
These in-depth, free professional development opportunitics will be offercd through a weck-long

summecr institutc or a three-part scrics of day-long scminars throughout the yecar. The
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participation of professionals in the PDG-Expansion subgrantee programs will be encouraged
and prioritized.

The first series to be offered is Every Child and Family, a three-part series that focuses on
including children 0-5 years of age with special needs in inclusive settings. In order to maximize
access for carly childhood cducators, this scrics will be offered in both the northern and southern

part starting this Dceember.
The Vermont Early Childhood Leadership Institute

As part of its RTT-ELC implementation, Vermont delivering an Early Childhood
Leadership Institute (ECLI). The ECLI will provide programming to 25 early childhood
stakeholders per vear for the four years of the funding cycle, for a total of 100 participants. The
ECLI has been planned and is being implemented by a work group made up of public and private
carly childhood stakcholders statcwide.

This Institute will include both Icadership development and carly childhood content. It will
be built on lcadership training modcls developed by the Snclling Center for Government, a
Vermont non-profit that created the Vermont Leadcership Institute (VL) in 1995 with the goal of
stimulating citizen interest and participation in government.

The VLI 1s an intensive nine month program consisting of eight overnight sessions, totaling
nineteen semindr days between September and June. Each session is held in a different region of
the state.

Kcey program featurcs include:

* Participants learn directly from a variety of other leaders and their stories.

* Experiential activities, journaling and small-group conversations encourage exploration
of individual and organizational valucs and options.

* The learning environment features an appreciative, collaborative approach and lively
intcraction.

¢ Thoughtful support for and ammong participants—before and during sessions—develops.
from the very beginning.,

Other corc modcls also inform the ECLI, including thosc developed by the National

Implementation Rescarch Network (NIRN).
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Additional professional training activities include TEACH scholarships, and trainings in TS

GOLD, VELS, RKS, and other tools and systems.
E10bii. Family Engagement and Other Needed Supports

.. The Vermont Early Childhood Action Plan (scc B3, Page 23 and Appendix, page 229)
includes the major activitics arcas in Vermont’s Racc to the Top-Early Learning Challenge
(RTT-ELC) grant. The Action Plan outlines twenty-scven strategics and numerous rclated action
stcps and metrics to monitor progress. A core arca of focus is family engagement. Strategies in
this area, all of which are currently being implemented, include:

* Thec development and implementation of intentional, evidence-based modcels to support
parent education and opportunities to act as their child's first and most important teacher.
These strategies are currently underway, including:

o Funding support offered by the Department of Health, Maternal and Child Health
Officc to ecncourage private home visitation provider agencics to choosc and
implement a modgel from an array of cvidence-based modcls including Early Head
Start, Nursc-Family Partncrship, and Parents as Tcachers. These three models
have been implemented to various degrees by some provider agencics with the
heope that all agencies will choose one model and implement faithfully.

* The crcation of a family guide to the Vermont Early Learning Standards (VELS), which
will be disseminated statewide by the by the Agency of Education in partnership with the
Agency of Human Services, Department for Children and Families, Child Development
Division . Additionally, interactive online modules and free calendars so that families can
become familiar with and use the VELS will be forthcoming,.

*  Embedding the Strengthening Families framework (see E9, page 121} into early
childhood service delivery. Strengthening Families grants to qualified providers are
currently underway.

¢ Implementation of statewide, multi-tiered system of PreK supports (i.e. early MTSS) that
provides evidence- based practices, family cducation and resources to support social-
cmotional well-being. For example, community trainings of Building Bright Futurcs

rcgional council members arc currently underway.
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Strengthening peer support and cducation through family support organizations including
the Vermont Family Network and the Vermont Federation of Families for Children’s
Mental Health. These organizations are deeply entrenched with a visible presence in
Chittenden County {where Vermont’s most populous municipality, Burlington, is
locatcd) but not statewide. To cstablish a broader and deeper presence in local
communitics, partnerships arc being sought out with Building Bright Futurcs regional
councils throughout Vermont.

Developing a statewide approach that enriches and expands family leadership at the
provider, agency and community Ievels. This will be accomplished with the Icadership
of the Vermont Family Network though not yet initiated; 1t is sct forth in the Vermont
Early Childhood Action Plan, demonstrating the state's commitment to this forthcoming
endeavor.

Convening a statcwide Family Leadership Tcam - including 51% membcership from
families with children birth-third grade, as well as pregnant women, and families whose
young children have special health needs - to develop a statewide family leadership plan.
This will be accomplished with the leadership of the Vermont Family Network though it
1s not yct initiated. Again, it 1s set forth in the Vermont Early Childhood Action Plan,
thus demonstrating the state’s commitment toward this endeavor.

The promotion of family-centered employment policies that support the physical and
social cmotional nceds of children and their familics. An example includes work
undcrway by the Vermont Business Roundtable to convene a two-day Education Summat
to be held in November 2014,

Providing businesscs, schools and othcr employcers with the tools they need to implement
family-friendly workplace policies, such as paid parental leave and flexible leave
policies. The Vermont Business Roundtable and Vermont Businesses for Social
Responsibility are three prominent statewide organizations representing various business
communities within Vermont. Each has committed itself to advancing supportive

workplace policies as set forth in the Vermont Early Childhood Action Plan.

Vermont’s Universal PreK (Act 166) recognizes the pivotal role familics have in their child’s

learning and development. It mandates that all public funded PreK programs “provide|[s]

opportunitics for ¢ffcctive parental participation in the prekindergarten cducation program™.
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Additionally, Act 166 entrusts families to know and be able to choose what type of PreK
program they want for their child. As long as a PreK program meets the quality standards
established 1n Act 166, families can decide. If their local school operates a PreK program,
familics cannot be compelled to send their child to that program; they may cnroll their child. in a
“prequalificd” PrcK program and inform the district of such so that the district will enter into a
contract with the PrcK program the family has choscn and. pay the program the statcwide tuition
ratc. Both of these family-friendly policics also will form the basic underpinnings of
subgrantees’ approach to family engagement.

Vermont licensing requirements for ELDPs include mandates to provide parent orientation to
the program, parent access to the program, ongoing two-way communication with families,
oppertunities to volunteer and participate in the program, support for breast feeding, offer parent
cducation 1n child development and parenting skills, and linkages with community supports.

The Familics and Communitics Arcna of VT STARS (Vermont’s TQRIS) awards points to
licensed programs for implementing strategics that promote two-way communication between
thc ELDP and familics; invitc familics to participate actively in the ELDP; link familics to
community resources; and enhance the capacity of families to support their children’s education
and development. To earn 3 points in this arena, ELDP must apply the Strengthening Farnilies
Framework (SFF) to program practices {(see E9, page 121).

Currently, Vermont’s TQRIS requires the following:

* STARS Tiers 5 and 4 (Highest)

o. Use the Center for the Study of Social Policy - Strengthening Families Child
Carc Program Asscssment tool, Document the process and submit a program
improvement plan,

o Conduct a Family Satisfaction survey at lcast once a ycar that includcs, but 1s
not limited to, the following types of questions: daily routines/curriculum, the
environment and program policies including communication with families and
program policies. Document numbers of surveys distributed and returned and
summarize what was learned as a result of the survey and the actions taken..

o. Describe 3 strategies the program uses to share resources/information with

familics and which arc most successful and why.
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o Have a wrillen philosophy statement defining the relationship between
families and the program.

o Document opportunities for families to meet with program staff and with
other parcents that occur annually at two social cvents and document onc
family group cvent designed to discuss specific content of interest to familics.

o Document three ways familics arc encouraged to be involved in the program
throughout the ycar.

o Attain specialized Child Care Status.

o Document that the program maintains connections with the community to
support and advocate for children, families or the profession (24 hours
annually).

* STARS Tiers 3 and 2
o b through h standards as described above
* STARS Tier | (Lowest).

o b through d standards as dcscribed above

All scven Tead Start programs in Vermont participate in Act 62 (scc B3, page 23) preschool
partncrships. With the support of the Vermont Tlead Start State Collaboration Office, 1lcad Start
programs work with thcir school partners to provide scrvices to children with disabilitics; to
engage families in their child’s education and development; and to implement effective school
transitions practices to help Head Start graduates to make a successful transition into
kindergarten. The types of organizations administering the Head Start programs in Vermont are
communily action agencies, mental health agencies, and a public school district.

Head Start programs have a varicty of agreements with partners regarding the coordination
and provision of publicly funded PreK cducation, services for children with disabilitics,
transitions scrvices, and child carc programs.

The Vermont ead Start State Collaboration Office (VIISSCO) collected data through a
November — December 2013 1lead Start-LEA PreK Partnership survey of the scven llead Start
programs who reported on PreK partnerships with LEAs during the 2013-2014 school year. The
survey found that six Head Start programs directly partner with 23 LEAs at 28 individual Head
Start-LEA PreK Partnerships sites. In early 2014 Rutland County Head Start became the seventh
Head Start grantee to have a Head Start-LEA PreK partnership under Act 62.
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According to the 2013-2014 Head Start PIR, Head Start programs during the 2013-2014
program year collectively had 63 formal agreements with LEAs 1o coordinate services for
children with disabilities and 12 formal agreements with Part C agencies to coordinate services
for children with disabilitics. During the same program ycar, Head Start programs collectively
had 57 formal agreccments with LEAs to coordinate transition scrvices according to the 2013-
2014 Icad Start PIR. Through formal contracts with center-bascd child carc partners, [cad Start
programs placced somc of their ACF-funded Ilcad Start slots in child carc centers to scrve 150
children enrolled in Head Start during the 2013-2014 program year.

All Head Start programs are implementing family engagement strategies described in The
Head Start Parent, Family, and Community Engagement Framework Promoting Family
Engagement and School Readiness, from Prenatal to Age 8 (Office of Head Start, 2011). These
stratcgics incorporate family well-being, positive parent-child rclationships, familics as lifclong
cducators, familics as lcarncrs, family cngagement in transitions, family conncctions to peers and
community, and familics as advocates and Icaders (Office of Head Start, 2011).

Five of seven Head Start programs in Vermont arc Strengthening Families Child Care
grantees and implement the Center for the Study of Social Policy’s (CSSP’s) Strengthening
Families research-informed approach. Head Start family services managers crealed a working
document called the Vermont Head Start Association (VHSAY s Family Engagement & School
Readiness Matrix (2013). This maltrix aligns and applies VHSA’s five School Readiness Goals in
the Social Emotional, Approaches to Learning, Litcracy/Language Development, Physical
Ilcalth and Dcvelopment, and Cognitive Development Domains to meet VIISA’s Family
Engagement Goal, provides family cngagement strategics in cach of five domains to mect the
family and parent outcomes within the scopes of The Head Start Parent, Family, and Community
Engagement Framework Promoting Family Engagement and School Readiness, from Prenatal to
Age 8 and the Strengthening Families Approach (Otfice of Head Start, 2011) and 1ts five
Protective Factors: Parental Resilience, Social Connections, Knowledge of Parenting and Child
Development, Concrete Support in Times of Need, and Social and Emotional Competence of
Children.

Head Start and Early llcad. Start programs arc required to implement high-quality parent
involvement and family engagement strategics by promoting active parcntal involvement and.

forming partncrships with cach family, which has a child enrolled in these programs. The 1cad
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Start Act and Sections 1304.40 of the Fead Start Program Performance Standards and Other
Regulations (Ottice of Head Start, no date) address these requirements.

Head Start programs must engage in a process of collaborative partnership-building with
parents to cstablish mutual trust and to identify family goals, strengths, and necessary scrvices
and other supports as appropriatc through Iead Start and in the community. This work lcads to
individual family partnership agreements.

In addition, parcnts must be involved in decisions about Tcad Start program operations, and
Head Start programs must provide parent involvement and education activities that are
responsive to the ongoing and expressed needs of the parents, both as individuals and as
members of a group. Other community agencies should be encouraged to assist in the planning
and implementation of such programs as well. .

Head Start must also provide parents with the opportunity to Icarn the principles of nutrition,
prcventive medical and dental health, emergency first-aid, occupational and environmental
hazards, and safcty practices for usc in the classroom and in the home. In addition to information
on gencral topics (¢.g., matcrnal and child health and the prevention of Sudden Infant Death
Syndrome), information specific to the health needs of individual children must also be made
available to the extent possible.

Head Start programs must assist parents in becoming their children's advocate as they.
transition into Head Start from the home or other child care setling, and from Head Start o
clementary school, a Title I of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act preschool program,
or a child carc sctting,

Head Start Staff must work to preparc parents to become their children's advocate through
transition perieds by providing that, at a minimum, a staff-parcnt meeting is held toward the end
of the child's participation in the program to enable parents to understand the child's progress
while enrolled in Head Start.

The 2013-2014 Head Start PIR data on parent volunteering and father participation in Head
Starl provides some indications the exient of parental involvement and engagement of children
cnrolled in llead Start programs in Vermont, Fifty-tive pereent (55%) (928 of 1,702) volunteers
in llcad Start programs were current or former Ilcad Start or Early Tlcad Start parcents, Two

hundred and forty-six (246) children enrolled in Head Start had fathers or father figures who
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participated in Head Start-organized and regularly scheduled activities designed to involve them
during the 2013-2014 program year.
Table 32 (below) documents other existing family engagement strategies across ELD

programs in Vermont,

Table 31: Other Existing Family Engagement Strategies

Types of Programs or Existing Family Engagement Strategics

Systems

State-funded Act 166, Vermont's universal PreK law, as well as its precursor, Act 62, promoted
preschool partnerships between schoel districts and qualified eommunity programs including

Head Start. Act 166 requires programs to. provide opportunities for families to be

Publicly Funded PreK | actively engaged in their child’s education regardless of the type of setting in which

PreK education occurs (i.e., center-based child care, public school-based, tamily child

care, Head Start partnership). The following sections of the draft Act 166 PreK Rules

specify the requirements all PreK programs must follow.

*  Two Family-Teacher conferences to discuss children’s progress towards meeting
early learning and development goals required annually.

¢ PreK programs must provide opporiunities for effective [amily engagement

*  Families have the right to request their school district partner with a prequalified
PreK program, and the district must do so and pay the statewide PreK tuition to
the prequalitied program for the 10 hours/week, 35 weeks/year of PreK Families
have the right to appeal the decisions of an LEA or the state.

Programs funded The vast majority of children who receive IDEA Part B 619 services (known as EEE
under IDEA Part B, in Vermont} attend publicly funded PreK. Hence, the requirements of Act 166
scction 619 regarding family engagement and rights apply.

Additionally, all of the federal and state regulations related to family engagement and
rights in the education ol their child with special needs apply as well. For example,
families are a required pari of their child’s Individualized Education Plan (IEP) Team.

In the most recent Family. Engagemeni Parent Survey required for IDEA Annual
Performance Reporling, 50% ol 230 respondents reporied positively Lo the questions
on cngagcmcm,

Programs funded *  Families are informed at the initial meeting what to expect from Early

under IDEA Part C Intervention, that it is a partnership that they and their child’s service providers
will work together to support and promote their child’s development,

* Informed consent is a significant strategy used to ensure familics understand
what is being asked of them as well as gaining written permission for activities
and services throughout a child enrollment in Part C.

¢«  Early Interventionist uses a routine based interview approach o identily times
and strategies to incorporate a child’s developmental therapies into the daily
routines as the family spends the majority of time with their child.

*  Families participate in the development of the evaluation plan and ensuing
TFSP/One Plan, [t is reviewed every 6 months with the family and child’s team, .

¢  Mectings are conducted at the convenicnee and request of the family and
typically are in ihe home or in childcare. A prior wrillen notice is sent out to all
members of the child’s team to ensure participation.

*  Atthe consent of the family, a family assessment is conducted to identify any
other services or resources the family may need to support an environment that
will support the [amily’s ability Lo promote positive developmental oulcomes [or.

PR/Award & 541381500308
Page e154



Vermont PDG-Expansion Application for Funding (CFDA 84.419B)-Narrative
Pagc 138

Types of Programs or. Existing Family Engagement Strategies
Systems.

their child. The Service Coordinator works with the family in providing
information, relerrals and also can provide general [amily support.

*  Transition planning conterence is held at least 90 days prior to a child exiting
Part C to provide information and referrals 1o other community based. supports
such as Child Care support agencies, Head Start and other CIS services as
appropriate. Families work with early interventionist to develop strategies to
support and prepare them and their child for the transition

A.written trangition. plan needs 1o be in place and is developed with. the family

Programs receiving Parent orientation to. the program, parent access to the program, ongoing two-way.
CCDF funds communication with families, opportunities to volunteer and participate in the
program, support for breast feeding, offer parent education in child development and
parcnting skills, linkages with community. supports.

Other . The law that established the Early Education Initiative grant program stipulates that
grantees must provide opporiunities for families to actively engage i their children’s

Early Education learning, and to have opporiunities to make decision regarding the children’s program

[nitiative and proposed grant funded aciivities. Policies require that grantees oller at least two

parcnt conferences to discuss children’s leaming and development. Grant activitics
may also include parent educaiion

E10biii. Inclusion of eligible children with disabilities

A mela-analysis of research on preschool inclusion {Barton and Smith, 2014) concludes that
“providing special education and related services in regular early childhood settings to
preschoolers with disabilitics has increased only 5.7% and many yvoung children with disabilitics
continuc to be cducated in scparate scttings” and “inclusion benefits children with and without
disabilitics.”

Since the carly 1980s, Vermont has embraced and remains a strong proponcnt of quality
inclusion for children who are high risk and children with disabilities. Vermont defines an
inclusive early learning and development program as a program that includes a majority (at least
50 percent) of nondisabled children (i.e., children who do not have [EPs). To achieve the goal of
high-quality inclusion and to ensure that a full continuum of placement options are available for
preschool children with disabilitics, LEAs cngage in a varicty of stratcgics that include staffing
configurations, developing and maintaining community-bascd ELDP partnerships under Act 62
and the newly cnacted Act 166 and professional development to promote cxpanded preschool
options.

More than 73% of preschool children with disabilities participate in inclusive early learmning
and development programs with typically developing peers. The Vermont Agency of Education

Part B Annual Performance Report (2012) states that 73.68% - or 1,349 of the total population of
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1,831 children age three to five with [EPs in Vermont - attended a regular early childhood
program and received the majority ot special education and relatled services in the regular early
childhood program. This is a 2.10% increase from 2011, and exceeds Vermont’s target for this
indicator of 71.78%. Only 4.81% - or 88 of the total population of 1,831 children age three to
tfive with IEPs - attended a scparate special education class, scparate school or residential factlity.
This is a 1.58% dcercase from 2011 and cxceeds Vermont’s target for this indicator of 6.19%.

Tablc 33 below shows the percentage of children age three to five identificd with disabilitics
(73.7%) who attend and receive EEE and related services in inclusive early learning and
development programs in comparison with national percentage (42.4%). Vermont ranks high
among the top ten states in providing placement options for children with disabilities within
inclusive ELDPs.

Table 32: Percentage of Vermont Children Age 3 to. 5 Who Receive EEE and Related Services in Inclusive
ELDPs with a National Comparison

Data Dnszlay: YERMONT
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The joint position statement on early childhood inclusion from the Division for Early
Childhood {DEC) and the National Association for the Education of Young Children (NAEYC)
(2009) clarifies the defining features of inclusion that can be used to identify high-quality early
childhood programs and scrvices arc access, participation, and supports. Alignment with the
DEC/NAEYC joint position statement, newly revised DEC Recommended Practices (2014) and
Vermont’s VELS will provide guidance to Vermont’'s “practitioners and familics about the most
cffective ways to improve the Icarning outcomes and promote the development of young
children, birth through five years of age, who have or are at-risk for developmental delays or
disabilities. The purpose is to help bridge the gap between research and practice by highlighting
those practices that have been shown to result in better outcomes for young children with
disabilities, their families, and the personnel who serve them.” Division for Early Childhood.
(2014). DEC recommendced practices in carly intcrvention/carly childhood special education

2014,
E10biv. Inclusion of children in need of additional supports

As described throughout this application, Vermont has been successful in creating inclusive
learning environments. For example, as discussed in E10biii (page 138), Vermont has been very
successful in its inclusion of children with disabilities in PreK, and the scattered nature of
poverty in Vermont has assured economic diversity in PreK education (see A2, page 9). These
and other factors will assure inclusion of children 1n need of additional supports in PreK
programs fundcd through this application.

Vcrmont has safcguards 1n place such as Children’s Intcgrated Scrvices/Early Intervention
(IDEA Part C) and Esscntial Early Education (Part B 619) for children with disabilitics to access
appropriatc carly mtervention and carly childhood special cducation services within the home,
natural environments and early learning and development programs.

Another safeguard is Vermont’s Special Accommodations Grants, administered through the
AHS CDD. These grants are intended 1o support accommodations for children with high needs to
access high-quality, safe, and inclusive early learning and development programs in order to
contribute to their overall well-being. In FY 13, 81% of grant applications rcceived were
approved and awarded to carly lcarning and development programs sccking funding and
assistance. Sixty-two pereent (62%) of the applications received were awarded to specifically

support children who demonstrate challenging behaviors.
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Vermont’s State Professional Development Grant (SPDG) and Race o the Top Early
Learning Challenge (RTT-ELC) grant support expansion, scale-up and sustainability of the
Foundations for Early Learning (FEL) professional development initiative that began in 2008.
FEL is now rcferred to as Early Multi-ticred Systems of Support or ‘Early MTSS’. Over the next
five years, Early MTSS will continuc to offer professional development to regional cohort
leaders and carly childhood practitioners based on the pyramid modcl, a ticred framcwork of
cvidence-based practices (EBP) developed by two national, federally funded rescarch and
training centers: the Center on the Social and Emotional Foundations for Early Learning
(CSEFEL) and the Technical Assistance Center on Social Emotional Intervention (TACSEI).
This tiered framework delivers a comprehensive range of evidence-based practices, strategies
and resources to families and early childhood practitioners with the goal of improving early
learning, social and cmotional well-being and compctence for Vermont’s young children birth
thru age cight. Early MTSS also aligns the cxtensive rescarch, matcerials and practices developed
by the Center for Early Literacy Learning to support carly Icarning.

RTT ELC funds will support scalc up of Early MTSS at the statc, rcgional and local level to
support leadership and organizational systems design to ensure implementation and sustainability
of evidence based practices. Early MTSS will collaborate with and provide systems design
support to each of Vermont’s 12 Building Bright Futures regional councils in order to develop a
shared understanding and readiness to adopt and implement Early MTSS and 1ts processes. Early
MTSS traincrs and coaches will be provided with professional development by national experts
in systems design, implementation scicnce and practice-based coaching to fulfill their
requircments as traincrs and coaches. Data will be collected, analyzed and reported on the
cffectivencss of Early MTSS at the trainer, coach, program, regional, statc, child and family

levels.
Highlights of Early MTSS:.

*  Supports the usc of rescarch bascd practices and systems development at the statc,
regional and local level in order to sustain desired outcomes leading to the success of
Vermont’s children with high needs.

* Aligns Early MTSS with K-12 MTSS to provide a full-continyum of profcssional

development opportunities and implementation of evidence based practices to support
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infant, toddlers and young children’s social-emotional, early literacy, and early numeracy.
competence, confidence and ultimaie success in school and community.

* Cohort 1 and 2 Regional Pilot Site Identified (rcadiness, adoption, implementation)

* Iligh-quality training conducted by a master cadre of statc level trainers

*  Mini content modules developed with opportunitics to lcarn, practice and reflect between
{raining sessions

* Coaching conducted on-site for sclected programs/staft by coaches trained in current
evidence based methods

*  Ongoing monitoring of trainers and coaches to cnsure quality

* Implementation cffectivencss training to assist with regional and community adoption,
program-wide implementation and sustainability

*  Positivc outcomes for children, familics and carly childhood practitioners
Pre and Post data collection about the impact of Early MTSS outcomes include:

*  Tcacher Implementation to Fidelity
o Teaching Pyramid Observation Tool (TPOT) for ages 3- 5 programs
o. Teaching Pyramid Infant Toddler Observation Tool (TPITOS) assess the fidelity
of intervention for programs serving infants from birth — 3.
o Inclusive Classroom Profile (ICP)
o CLASS (implementing as part of QRIS/STARS)
¢ Child Progress
o Agcs and Stages Questionnaire-3
o Social Skills Improvement System {social-cmotional outcomes)
o. Teaching Strategies GOLD (universal preK assessment)

o 1EP Goals

Strong coordination between state services (such as Children’s Integrated Scrvices, sec B3,
pagc 23), the Building Bright Futurcs rcgional councils (scc BS, page 54), and local providers
(see Fla, page 148) will assure that children in need of additional supports — such as ELL, those
who are homeless or suffer from abuse and neglect, and others  will receive the referrals and

services they need.
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Irrespective of their family’s income, homeless children and foster children are categorically
eligible to enroll in Head Start. Twelve percent (12%) (149 ot 1,208) ot children served by Head
Starl programs were homeless, and Head Start programs served 40 foster children according to
the 2013-2014 Hcead Start PIR. Icad Start programs cnrolled 58 children who werc referred to
them by a child welfarc agency during the 2013-2014 program ycar.

E10bv. Ensuring Programs have age-appropriate fucilities

Child Carc Licensing Regulations govern child carc facilitics and programs in the state of
Vermont. These rules are minimum requirements established to protect the health and safety of
Vermont’s children in out-of-home care and ensure that children in child care programs in
Vermont are provided with wholesomie growth and educational experiences. According to slale
statute all programs and providers providing out of home care and early learning and
dcvelopment services of after school scrvices to children 1n more than two familics are subject to
these regulations. This includes family child care homes, private for-profit and non-profit center-
bascd programs, I{cad Start agencics and carly lcarning and development and afterschool

1* Century programs that do not

programs opcrated by public schools, with the exception of 2
receive CC FAP subsidies.

In 2011 Child Development Division (CDD) within the Department for Children and
Families (DCF), that has responsibility for child care regulation and monitoring, embarked on an
intensive process engaging national experts, local stakeholders and child care providers with
licensing and program quality staff in thc CDD to producc a comprchensive revision of
Vermont’s child regulations. Table 34 below demonstrates that both current and proposed

rcgulations cnsurc that HQPP age-appropriate facilitics to mect the needs of cligible children.

Table 33: Early Childhood Program Licensing Regulations

{Current} Early Childhood Program Licensing Regulations (February 2001)

L. PROGRAM DESIGN AND CURRICULUM

A, The Learning Environment

1. The program director shall manage the program design and curriculum to ensure the provision of
developmentally appropriate activities and materials,

2. The program and curriculum shall provide developmentally appropriate activities, equipment and materials in
sufficient quantity and variety to meet the needs and interests of children being served.

{Proposcd) Licensing Regulations for Early Learning and Development Programs in Centers and Schools
{(January 2016)

5.10.3.1 General OQutdoor Play Area Provisions
There shall be a sale area large enough to provide opportunities [or vigorous play and large muscle activity outdoors
on the prenmises. .

5.10.3.1.1 The Licensee shall mamtain or have access to a sale ouldoor play area with at leasl 75 square feel [or

PR/Award & 541381500308
Page e160




Vermont PDG-Expansion Application for Funding (CFDA 84.419B)-Narrative
Pagc 144

{Current} Early Childhood Program Licensing Regulations (February 2001}

each ol the maximum number of children that may be cared lor by the ELDP. commonly relerred (o as licensed
capacily,

5.10.4.1 Access to Useable Space by Children

The Licensce shall ensure that interior space designated for use by, children in care is available to. children when the
ELDP 15 in operation and is sufficient and arranged to allow each child adequate space for Iree movement and active
play.

5.10.4.1.1 A minimum. of 35 square [eet ol safe useable space per child shall be available. Measurements shall be
from wall to wall on the inside of the home. . Fumiture, that restricts, children’s frec movement and active play. shall
be considered a deductible lacior when determining square foolage. Bathroom, slorage spaces, hallways, lurnace
rooms and other areas not used by children for sleep or play on a routine basis shall not be counted in computing
required square footage.

6.1.3.2 Toys, Equipment and Learning Materials (Indeoors and Qutdoors)

The Licensee shall ensure that toys, materials and equipment:

6.1.3.2.1 are varied and available in a quantity that allows all children to benefit from their use, allows a range of
choices, and reduces conflicts between children;

6.1.3.2.2 support developmentally appropriate and meaningful learning experiences and meet the needs and interests
of each child; and

6.1.3.2.3 refleet children’s cultures and communities and foster awareness of other cultures and communities,

6.1.3.2.4 The Licensee shall ensure that furniture and equipment children use for play and daily routines is durable
and appropriate for the size, abilities and activities of the children,
6.1.3.2.5 Comfortablc adult size scating shall be available indoors for staft.

E10bvi. Systematic procedures for sharing data

Vermont’s existing carly Iearning and rclated data systems arc robust. Efforts arc underway
to further integrate these data systems using RTT-ELC funds. The results will be a coordinated,
intcgrated 21st Century carly learning data system (ELDS) that will enhance, align with, and be
intcroperable with the Statc of Vermont’s SLDS, This integration will improve instruction,
practices, services, and policies that support the health, development and learning of children and
families, including PreK. For a discussion of Vermont’s early childhood data systems and related
activities, see C2, page 62.

Acet 166, Vermont’s universal PreK legislation, mandates Vermont’s Agency of Education
and Dcpartment for Children and Familics to “jointly monitor and cvaluatc PrcK education
programs.” including such arcas as programmatic details, quality improvement through traming,
mentoring, and tcchnical assistance, the progress of children cnrolled in PreK, and instruction
and program practices. Additionally, SU/SDs arc required in statutc to sharc program, child, and
financial data related to PreK with the Agency of Education.

Vermont proposes, to fulfill this data collection mandate by accessing monitoring-relevant
data from existing data collection infrastructure such as TS GOLD for child progress and
oulcomes, and VT STARS (stale TQRIS). For a discussion of program monitoring, see E4, page

114,
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Vermonl proposes to fulfill this data collection mandate by accessing monitoring-relevant
data from existing data collection infrastructure such as VT STARS, its TQRIS. For a discussion
of program monitoring, please see C2b, page 74.

As a projcct to support the mntcgration of the BBF State Advisory Council’s innovative Early
Childhood Data Reporting Systems online data sharing web-based platform with AOE’s
Kindergarten through Grade 12 SLDS, BBF’s ECDRS Project Co-Dircctor in conjunction with
AQOE’s SLDS Projcct Director is currently preparing a data assct and gap analysis report on Act
166. The purpose of this report is to present and interpret the existing data assets and gaps and
foster a better understanding of the data gaps relevance and impact. [t will be used to support
discussions within and across agencies and communities on how to bridge the gaps specific to
Vermont’s Universal PreK Law, Act 166 monitoring system.  The analysis uses a five-step
process and includes the involvement of key stakcholders and data stewards. in cach step (Figurce

20).

» Confirm the question(s) asked

* Determine what types of data and at what level are needed to answer the questions

*Scarch existing data systems/sources that may have the necessary data elements and identify
new, data developiments under development

« L

»Identily and analyzc data asscls and gaps and suggest ways (o bridge the datla gaps and sustain
the data asset

4 *Communicate report findings and support discussions on strategy

Figure 20: Five-Step Process to Present and Interpret Existing Data Assets & Gaps

The data gap analysis report will be included in a larger report to be released Spring 2015 on
Vermont’s readiness (o integrate its early childhood data systems with its Kindergarten through

Grade 12 SLDS. This report is based upon the fratnework described in the SLDS Early
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Childhood Integrated Data System Guide released in July 2014 by the State Support Team,

Institule of Education Sciences.

E10bvii, Utilizing community-based learning resources

PrcK programs throughout Vermont routinely utilize community-bascd lcarning resources m

their regions. The exact naturc of what is available locally varics considerably. A few examplcs

of how PrcK programs utilize community-based Icarning resources  follow.

For over 25 years, the Vermont Center for the Book has empowered librarians,
tcachers and child carc providers to usc picture books, conversation, and standards-
based activities 1o transform the learning lives of young children. Its Mother Goose
Program oftfers training to educators 1o practice hands-on activities and strategies for
using books not only to build language and literacy skills, but to directly support
relationships, emotional vocabulary, belonging and self-regulation in infants and
toddlers. They will also 1carn to make explicit connections to help familics support
children’s development. In addition to receiving scts of books and hands-on materials
to usc 1n their practice, providers also receive scts of books and informational
matcrials for parcnts so that the lcarning may continuc at home.

The Vermont Council on the Arts offers a Head Start Arts Partnership that provides
tcachers with the resources and skills they need to inspire children through the arts.
Head Start agencies statewide are paired with local arts organizations to support
teacher and student learning. Expert teaching artists mentor classroom teachers on
how to use the arts to achieve learning objectives and foster creativity. The
partnership is made possible in part with funding from private philanthropy.

The PreK program in Essex North SU, a very rural and isolated school district located
on the Canadian border, has a very strong partnership with the local library which is a
key linchpin in the community. It 18 where family groups and parent classes mect,
resources on parcnting and child development can be found, story hour occurs, and
young childrcn have opportunitics to play with other children. Essex North, a PDG-
Expansion subgrantcc, will look to further utilize the library to mect the goals of its

scope of work.
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* A school opcrated PreK program in Burlington has cstablished a long-tcrm working
relationship with the Shelburne Museum which offers the PreK program of
professional development to the teachers, and learning opportunities for children both
at the Shelburne’s farm and in the classroom. Since the museum is just outside ot

Burlington, this collaboration is feasible and successful.
E. Collaborating with Each Subgrantee and Ensuring Strong Partnerships - Evidence

¢ Other evidence:
o Subgrantcc MOUs (scc Appendix, page 69) (E1)
o Act 166 (scc Appendix, page 185) (E2, E3, E4, ES, E6, E7, ES, E9, E10)
o Strengthening Familics Framework (scc Appendix, page 330) (E9)
o Act 62 (see Appendix, page 201) (ELD)
o Vermont Career Advising Guide for Early Childhood and Afterschool
Professionals (see Appendix, page 336) (EL0)
o Vermont Early Childhood Action Plan (see Appendix, page 229) (E10)
o Decpartment for Children and Families — Child Carc Licensing Regulations in

Vermont (sce Appendix, page 219) (E10)
F. Alignment within a Birth through Third Grade Continuum

Vermont policy defines “early childhood™ as birth through third grade. There is an acute
awareness that supporting young children and families to achieve high standards doesn’t stop
when the child enters kindergarten. Vermont views public schools as critical partners in this
work. It is for this reason that the Vermont Early Learning Standards (VELS) (see B1, page 17)
are being revised to reflect a full Infant through Third Grade continuum, and the assessments of
child progress and adult-child relationships Vermont educators have sclected mirror that full
continuum,

As part of the implementation of its RTT-ELC grant, Vermont is improving the alignment of
programs and scrvices from birth to age five, and from kindergarten through third grade.
Vermont 1s building a Birth through Grade 3 system for supporting its children’s carly Icarning
and development that integrates and coordinates the early childhood 0-5 system with its K-12

system in order to (1) sustain improved child outcomes throughout K-3, (2) reduce the
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Achievement Gap, (3) establish a culture of collaborative inquiry, shared language and aligned
instructional practices across PreK-Grade 3, and (4) maintain a developmental perspective across

PreK-Grade 3. Key strategies follow.
F1. Birth through age-five programs:
Fla. Coordination with early education and care programs

By 2015, the new Vermont Early Learning Standards (VELS) that extend from infancy.
through grade three will be completed and the process for disseminating the standards, providing
professional development, and informing and engaging familics, will begin (sce B1, page 17).

Formative assessment practices will be aligned with the new Birth-Grade Three VELS (c.g.,
TS GOLD Birth through Grade Three), and cxpand the usc of the K-3 CLASS asscssment of
adult-child interactions,

CIS is. Vermont’s unique model for integrating early childhood health, mental health, Part C
early intervention services including nursing and family support home visiting and specialized
child care services for pregnant women and children from birth to age six and pregnant women..
The model is designed to improve child and family outcomes by. providing family-centered,
holistic, prevention, carly intervention, and health promotion scrvices, cffective service
coordination, and flexible funding to address gaps in scrvices (sce B3, page 23).

Ranges of services — grouped into four intcgrated catcgorics — arc available statcwide
through multi-disciplinary, cross-agency Children’s Integrated Scrvices Teams in cach of the
twelve Agency of Human Services regions. These services — which target PreK children as well
as others include include coordination, health education, childbirth and parenting education,
developmental education, specialized instruction, specialized therapies (e.g. speech, physical
therapy, audioclogy, vision, and nutrition), and consultation with child care, medical evaluation,

medical social work and family support. ITome visiting 1s also included.

. . . . . . . b 1.
The Funders Collaborative, a consortium of privatc philanthropists, has invested over §@ _|in

cfforts to cnsurc universal access to high-quality PreK since 2005, The recently launched Birth
Through Three Projcct has assembled over {2 Jfrom a range of privatc and corporatc
foundations to impact developmentally beneficial services for younger children over the next

several years (see E9, page 121)..
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Vermont has seven federally funded Head Start programs serving children and families hiving
in poverty across the state. Four of the seven are also Early Head Start programs. Thus, these
four organizations provide continuity of high-quality early learning and development services for
young children from birth to age five.

Vermont has scven federally funded ead Start programs serving children and familics living
in poverty across the state. Four of the seven arc also Early Head Start programs. Thus, thesc
four organizations provide contimuty of high-quality carly Icarning and development scrvices for
young children from birth to age five. All seven Head Start programs in Vermont participate in
Act 62 preschool partnerships. Head Start programs work with the Vermont Head Start State
Collaboration Office and their school partners to implement effective school transitions practices
to help Head Start graduates to make a successful transition into kindergarten.

The 2010 cdition of the Supporting Children with Disabilities and Their Families, An
Interagency Agreement Among Early Care, Health and Education Programs and.

Agencies in Vermont and the requirements of the Individuals with Disabilitics Education Act
(IDEA) and the llcad Start Act provide an opportunity for Head Start programs, the Vermont
Agency of Education, LEAs and the Vermont Head Start State Collaboration Office, and other
relevant State and community partners to work together to support the provision of inclusive
services to children with disabilities. .

Within the first 45 days of a child’s entry into a Head Start program, Head Start programs are
required to provide for developmental, hearing and vision screenings of all Tlead Start children.
Children identified through the Head Start screening proccess to have possible disabilitics arc then
rcferred by Head Start programs for evaluation to LEAs providing EEE scrvices undcer Part B,
Section 619 of IDEA. If a LEA determincs that a child has a disability, then LEA staff works
with Head Start staff and the child’s parent(s) to design an Individualized Education Plan (IEP)
for the child. If appropriate, the child’s progress with his or her Individualized Education Plan
(IEP) helps the team identify needs and priorities for the child as part of a the child’s plan to
transition from Head Start 1o kindergarten. IEPs describe the services that are to be provided in
the “least restrictive environment” with their typically developing pecrs. Frequently, the “lcast
restrictive environment” option for families, particularly thosc who arc low-income, arc in Head
Start programs. Hcad Start programs provide a varicty of inclusive scrvices for children and

familics that promotc optimal development and school rcadiness for all children.
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The HHead Start Program Performance Standards and Other Regulations (Ottice of Head
Start, no date) assure that children with disabilities and their families are included 1n the full
range of program activities and services. Head Start supports and engages families of children
with disabilitics as decision makers, and familics receive information and assistance to
understand and advocate for scrvices designed to address their children’s special needs.

With the on-sitc support of staff from the Head Start National Center on Quality, Teaching,
and Lcarning, the VIISSCO is partnering with the Vermont Agency of Education, the Vermont
Head Start Association, and the Building Bright Futures State Advisory Council to hold a School
Transitions Summit in conjunction with the Vermont Agency of Education’s Kindergarten
Conference in Burlingten in late March 2014. The School Transitions Summit will include the
participation of early learning and development programs serving children from birth through
kindcrgarten and will focus on developing and implementing cffective transitions policics and
practices to assist children and familics as they transition from Head Start and other preschool

scttings into kindcrgarten,
F1b. Assuring no diminution of other services

As evidenced in the Vermont Early Childhood Action Plan, Vermont remains committed to
full and growing support for children and their families across the early childhood spectrum,
from the prenatal period through grade three. A strong state preschool program would come at
the cost of reduced investment in services to infants and toddlers as evidenced by Fla.

Vermont was ong of seven states invited by national organizations Zero to Three and the
BUILD Initiative in 2014 to participate 1n a national lcarning nctwork focuscd on how states can
plan, fund and implement policies that include infants and toddler in expanding carly childhood
opportunitics.

From the perspective of diminution by supplanting funding or increasing cost to parents,
PDG-Expansion funds, if awarded, will enhance the delivery of services under existing funding
streams rather than diminish them. As previously discussed, universal PreK will become
available for all three- and four-year-olds free of charge in Vermont as of July 1, 2015 at a level
of 10 hours per week for 35 weeks per year. PDG-Expansion funds, if awarded, will augment the
statc funding to provide scrvices under Act 166 by cxpanding part-time to full-time slots and
increasing lower quality slots to HQPP. This will result in morc TTQPP being available to morc

parents without increased cost.
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Figures 16 and 17 (page 116) show the primary funding streams that fund PreK in Vermont

by subgrantee institutional type, and demonsirate that PDG-Expansion funds will be used last.
F2. Kindergarten through third grade
F2a, Ensuring that eligible children are well-prepared for kindergarten

By 2015, the new Vermont Early Learning Standards (VELS) that extend from infancy
through grade 3 will be completed and the process for disseminating the standards, providing

professional development, and informing and engaging families begins (see B1, page 17).
F2b. Sustaining the educational and developmental gains of eligible children

Using RTT-ELC funds, Vermont is building a system that will sustain its carly childhood
outcomes throughout K-3, reduce the achicvement gap, cstablish a culture productive to
sustaincd program cffectivencss, and maintain a devclopmental focus across PreK through grade
3. These goals will be accomplished through a revision of Vermont’s Early Learning Standards
(VELS), enhanced alignment between systems, and enhanced professional development.

Vermont’s Early Learning Standards (VELS) (2003) (see B1, page 17) currently articulate
the expectations for school readiness, and what three- to five-year-olds know and can do. The
VELS arc currently being revised to expand and clarify Vermont's current standards. The
Common Corc State Standards (CCSS) and the New Generation Scicence Standards (NGSS) arc
incorporated into the new VELS and serve as the standards for these content arcas for K-3. The
new VELS will be aligned with the Office of Head Start’s Head Start Child Development and
Farly Learning Framework and Revised Framework for Programs Serving Infants and Toddlers
and Their Families. The proposed standards for the younger age groups in the CCSS and NGSS
content areas describe the foundational knowledge and skills needed. In these content areas and
in the other domains and subdomains, a progression of learning and development is articulated
and thc connections across the Birth through Grade Three continuum will be cvident.

Vermont 18 aligning formative asscssment practices with the new Birth-Grade Three VELS.
For example, it 1s aligning TS GOLD with standards through Grade Three, and 18 cxpanding the
usc of the instrument throughout the state. It is also ¢xpanding the usc of the K-3 CLASS
assessment of adult-child interactions.

Vermont’s Head Start and IDEA programs play a critical role by transitioning their children

into kindergarien.
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As discussed in F2bi below, Vermont is promoting collaboration between preschool and
kindergarten teachers.

Vermont has developed and implemented a comprehensive system of professional
development for ELD providers over the past 30 years designed to support thosc that work in all
rcgulated settings. One focus of a current statcwide cxpansion of professional development
activitics 1s to intcgratc PreK with K-Three. For a discussion of professional development (sce

E1Obi, page 125).
F2bi. Promoting collaboration between preschool and kindergarten teachers

A national PreK-Grade Three organization will provide professional development and
coaching to state and local instructional leaders, principals, and program administrators in order
to support early childhood educators to improve their practices through a process of collaborative
inquiry, an integral aspect of profcssional reflection and. continuous improvement. . This
organization will provide consultation on advancing a PreK-Three approach through PreK-Grade
Three Professional Learning Communitics in LEAs across the statc.

LEAs will be invited. to apply for participation in the PreK-Grade Three state sponsored
initiative, including a week-long summer institute. The state will select four or five school
communities based on their percentage of high needs children, geographic location, and levels of

commitment to collaboration across PreK-Grade Three settings and to collaborative inquiry.
F2bii, Expanding access to full-day kindergarten

In the late 1980°s, Vermont passed legislation that entitled five-ycar-old children to publicly
funded Kindergarten. Participation is voluntary for children but districts must make Kindergarten
available. Local school districts control details of Kindergarten implementation such when a
child must turn five (as long as this is no latcr than January) and whether or not to offer full day
services. Vermont’s legislation supports Kindergarien students at a funding level equal to the
other elementary grades whether or not the program provides a full school day. Though this was
initially considered a disincentive to provide full day services, over these 25 years of
Kindergarten implementation, the majority of local districts have stepped up to provide full day
Kindergarten. This aspect of aligning [HHQPP scrvices into Kindergarten and up through third
gradc is assurcd. In the 2013-2014 school year, 96.9% of the 6,228 children attending
Kindergarten in Vermont attended full day Kindergarten.
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F2biii. Increasing the percentage of children who are able to read and do math at grade level by

the end of Grade Three

Vermont’s Ageney of Education has a robust multi-ticred system of supports (MTSS)
initiative in its second year of implementation. At this time, most SU/SD are participating in this
program. An MTSSS Field Guide developed by a broadly representative group. of stakeholders
in2012 is the basis of this work. Participating schools can choose to focus on either reading,
mathematics or behavior, based on assessed need. In addition, Vermont is one of five states
working with the national School Wide Innovation for Transformation (SWIFT) Center.. This
work involves installing a comprchensive framework of ¢vidence-bascd practices to improve
outcomes for all students.

Further, through RTT-ELC funds, a national PrcK-Grade Three organization will provide
professional development and coaching to state and local instructional leaders, principals, and
program administrators in order to support early childhood educators to improve their practices,
through a process of collaborative inquiry, an integral aspect of professional retlection and
continuous improvement. This organization will provide consultation on advancing a PreK-
Three approach through PrcK-Grade Three learning communitics in LEAs across the state.

The Vermont Reads Institute and. Vermont Mathematics Institute provide profcssional
lcarning, coaching and supports to Vermont cducators to support achicvement in math and
rcading in the carly clementary grades and beyond.  Both mstitutions receive funds from

Vermont’s Agency of Education 1o improve outcomes for high needs students.

F2c. Sustaining parent and family engagement as children move into the early elementary

years
F2ci. Child learning standards and expectations

Vermont’s Early Learning Standards (VELS) (2003) (see B1, page 17) currently articulate
the expectations for school readiness, and what three to five year olds know and can do.

In February 2012, a VELS Revision Commitiee was formed to begin the process of
researching, conceptualizing, and drafting revised VELS. The Committee included
administrators, carly childhood educators, consultants, and higher cducation faculty. The
revised VELS incorporate carly lcarning standards that represent the full carly childhood

developmental continuum, from infancy through grade 3 (scc B1, page 17)..
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The proposed revised VELS expand and clarify Vermont’s current standards. The Common
Core State Standards (CCSS) and the New Generation Science Standards (NGSS) are
incorporated into the new VELS and serve as the standards for these content areas for K-3. The
new VELS will be aligned with the Office of Head Start’s Head Start Child Development and
Early Learning Framework and Revised Framework for Programs Serving Infants and Toddlers
and Their Families. The proposcd standards for the younger age groups in the CCSS and NGSS
content arcas describe the foundational knowledge and skills necded. In these content arcas and
in the other domains and subdomains, a progression of learning and development is articulated
and the connections across the Birth through Grade 3 continuum are evident. .

Revised VELS will be issued during 2015 (see Appendix, page 390}.
F2cii. Teacher preparation, credential, and workforce competencies

There arc 13 Vermont IHEs that offered preparation programs for clementary cducation and
7 offering programs for carly childhood education. All Vermont teachers are required. to hold
current teaching licenscs with endorsements for the arcas in which they teach. Vermont has both
an Elementary ecndorsement that covers grades K-6 and an Early Childhood license that allows
that teacher to work with children from birth through grade 3. The Elementary endorsement was

revised in 2013 to reflect newly adopted state standards.
F2ciii. Comprehensive early learning assessment systems.

Vermont’s recently adopted education quahity standards require that all SU/SD have a
comprchensive local assessment system. This 1s a longstanding requirement that has been left
largely to local schools to carry out. With the adoption of the new standards, there 1s a new
focus on this arca at thc AOE. A staff position was crcated to focus on training and technical

assistance for asscssing litcracy and development of systems.
F2civ. Data svstems

Vermont is constructing a State Longitudinal Data System (SLDS) that will be fully.
operational in 2016. Data from various sources will be used Lo bridge data systems and include
data from various types of early learning and development programs serving children (prenatal-
Kindergarten). Five scparate categorics of data from programs that scrve children birth-five

yecars will be connccted to the State Longitudinal Data System (sec C2b, page 74).
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F2cv. Sustaining Family Engagement Strategies

Vermont has robust systems to assurc family engagement across provider types (scc E10bit,

page 131).

F. Alicnment within A Birth throuch Third Grade Continuum — Evidence

*  Other evidence:
o Vermont Early Learning Standards (VELS) (see Appendix, page 390} (F1, F2)
o Act 62 (see Appendix, page 201) (F2)

G. Budget & Sustainability

G1. Use the funds from this grant and any matching contributions to serve the number of

eligible children described in its ambitious and achievable plan each year.

The budget and budget justification related to this application reflect how funds from the
grant, and matching funds, will be used to serve the eligible children identified in Vermont’s
ambitious and achicvable plan. The discussion in D4 (page 108) dctails the projected numbcers of

children to be scrved through requested funds.

G2. Coordinate the uses of existing funds from Federal sources that support early learning

and development

As discussed in E6 (page 116), funds reccived from both federal, state and private sources

will be augmented but not supplanted by PDG-Expansion funds, if awarded.

G3. Sustain the high-quality preschool programs provided by this grant after the grant

period ends.

A range of state and privale funding streams will provide a greater than %o maich A;) tor
our PDG-Expansion application (sce Budget & Budget Justification). We arc fortunate that our
clected officials have demonstrated an strong, ongoing financial commitment to ELD (scc B2,
pagce 20) and that our philanthropic community has pledged to fund projccts that support our
Statc Plan, thus adding extra stratcgic powcer. This congrucnce between public and private
funders will be of considerable benefit in sustaining the ambitious and achievable plan proposed

in this application beyond the end of the funding period.
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An imporiant highlight of lhe; of admimstrative funds 1o be used for the state-level
infrastructure is the School Finance Analyst position (who will serve as the program’s financial
manager) will enhance sustainability beyond the grant period. This Finance Analyst will develop,
pilot, tunc and document best practices with respect to usc of braiding separate funding strcams
to maximize impact of grant monics and train subgrantccs in cffective practices for sustaining
programming beyond the grant period. The goal 1s to have the cohort of subgrantces become
experts over the course of the grant period in properly braiding funding strcams to ecnhance
program sustainability. The Finance Analyst will also train relevant agency staff over the course
of the grant period to build up in-house expertise on best practices for braiding funding streams.

This section briefly highlights some of the key existing funding sources and policy actions
that will provide financial support for our proposed activities in this application both during and
after the funding period.

Vermont has a longstanding commitment to carly childhood. Vermont has instituted a
number of innovative stratcgics to support the lcarning and development of young children with
high needs and their familics. These include, among others; Dr. Dynasaur, Vermont’s Mcdicaid
plan that provides free or low-cost health coverage up to 300 % federal poverty level for eligible
children and adolescents up to age 21; publicly funded PreK under Act 62; Vermont’s 13-year-
old Kindergartners Readiness Survey (RKS}); and Act 66, which establishes high standards for
home visiting.

As the discussion in B2 (page 20) documents along with required spreadshects, Verment’s
financial commitment to ELD has been substantial and consistent across programs.

Vermont’s philanthropic community 1s committed to carly childhood and to moving ahcad
with funding that supports the Vermont Early Childhood Action Plan. In addition, a group of
private funders, led by the Permanent Fund and the Turrell Fund, has initiated a campaign for
Vermont’s youngest children, Let's Grow Kids: Focus on the First Years. This 1s a multi-million
dollar, multi-year investment to build public awareness of the importance of strategic
investments in the early years. Let s Grow Kids is working with Vermont communities,
organizations, busincsses, and individuals to cducate them about the important of carly childhood
programs to crcate positive lasting change that will allow all of our children to succeed 1n life.

This tnitiative 1s unprecedented in Vermont, and will assist the State in sustaining and

cxpanding 1ts carly childhood initiatives moving forward..
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Building Bright Futures, Vermont’s Early Childhood Advisory Council (see B5, page 54),
will receive extensive capacity building under the RTT-ELC grant including financial capacity
building.

Through its RTT-ELC funds, BBF 1s hiring consultants to provide cxtensive “train the
trainer” scrvices to newly hired Regional Council Coordinators. . They will, in turn, support the
implementation of regional council structural and financial growth including long-term plans for
financial sustainability; build foundations of cach local system of carly care, health and
education; and impact quality, accessibility, and equity of services within local systems of early.
care, health, and education. They will manage and assure capacity building that conforms to
statewide standards but also reflect the unique characteristics of each region of Vermont. This
capacity building has already been initiated, with the goal of assuring expanded capacity and
long-term financial stability before the end of the four-year RTT-ELC funding period.

To further cnhance the BBF Regional Councils, beginning this year an annual statcwide
conference will be held to review progress, share lessons lcarned, and identify unmet necds that
hampcr progress toward sharcd goals 1n the State Plan. Further, during the RTT-ELC funding
period, every Regional Council Coordinator and a selected Regional Council Steering Team
member, along with the BBF Executive Director and a selected statewide Council Executive
Team member, will attend the National Smart State Technical Assistance Conference held in
North Carolina.

As discusscd cxtensively throughout this application, the Vermont Legislature passed a new
law, Act 166, providing universal PrcK for all three- and four-ycar-olds in Vermont. Act 166
requircs school districts to provide access through prequalitied PreK programs opcerated by a
public school, Head Start or a privatc provider for 10 hours a week, 35 wecks a year, for all
Vermont three- and four-year-olds. The bill applies to enrollments beginning on July 1, 20135.
This will contribute substantively to sustainability.

Federal and State funds will continue to support Early Head Start and Head Start services to
ensure that children with high needs participate in high-quality ELDP that support their
kindergarten entry skills.

Title T funds (ESEA) will bc used by Vermont to assurc that all children mect challenging
statc acadcmic standards. A portion of these funds will be uscd to supplement programs for

children from age 3 to kindergarten entry.
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Part B of IDEA, Section 619 funds will support a free appropriate education in the least
restrictive environment for young children with disabilities.

Part C of IDEA, Early Intervention funds will continue o provide a comprehensive system of
individualized carly intervention scrvices for familics and their young children from birth to age
three with, cstablished developmental delays or medical conditions that may lcad to
developmental delays. .

Necarly $n_ funds have been awarded 1n a new “Strengthening Familics™ grant program
offered to ELDP with four and five VT STARS star ratings that serve at least 30% of CC FAP
subsidized children in their enrollment census. Strengthening Families grants were developed to
ensure affordable access to high-quality comprehensive early care and education programs for
children, particularly infants and toddlers, and families challenged by economic instability and
other environmental risk factors. We anticipate this funding will continuc after the expiration of
the PDG Expansion grant period.

This proposal also ties dircetly into a number of the goals and strategics laid out in Vermont
2020, the state™s Comprchensive Economic Development Strategy (CEDS).

This statewide CEDS, which was approved by the U.S. Economic Development Authority in
July 2014, has identified improving workforce and education as one of four key action areas that
1s most critical to the growth of the Vermont economy.

The specific goal for workforce 1s to improve productivity by 5% by 2020. PDG-Expansion
funds, 1f awarded, will contribute to the CEDS by helping to mect the overall goal of improving
our Genuine Progress Indicator (GPI) by 5% over the next five years, It will also:

¢ Increase the workforce. Vermont has a declining and aging population which, combined

with onc of the tive lowest unemployment rates in the nation, means we have a workforce
shortage. Universal PreK is a critical step in allowing parents of young children
(particularly women) to return to the workforce. Given our state’s rural nature and the
limited access to and high costs of daycare, for many parents returning to work before a
child reaches school age is not a viable option..

* Deccercasc poverty. By allowing parents to reenter the workforce sooncer, we arc taking a

big step in getling many. off public assistance. This access to education at the PreK level
also ensures that children are properly cared for and nourished. .

+ Improve education. As many studies have shown, early childhood learning predicates
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better education cutcomes down the road.
G. Budget & Sustainability — Evidence

* Rcquired Tables A, B and D4 (Required sprcadshects)
* Budget and budget narrative (G1, G2 and G3).

Competitive Preference Priority 1: Contributing Matching Funds

As evidenced by required spreadsheets Table A and Competitive Priority 1 Table attached o
this application, Vermont is matching the funds requested through this application with a non-
fcderal match of% ( over four ycars, thus making it cligible for 10 compctitive
preference points. The match includes Vermont general fund dollars, Vermont Education Fund
dollars, and private philanthropic support. These matching funds will support the state-level
infrastructure related to the PDG-Expansion including monitoring and technical assistance for

subgrantees, mentoring the licensed teachers and PreK direct services.

Competitive Preference Priority 2: Supporting a Continuum of Early Learning and

Development

As cvidenced by Scction F and other clements of the ambitious but achicvable plan described
in this application, Vermont will create a more scamless progression of supports and
interventions from birth through third grade, including high-quality infant and toddler care, home
visiting, full-day kindcrgarten, for cligible children and their familics within cach high-need
community served by each subgrantee. Thus, Vermont 1s eligible for up to ten points under this

competitive preference priority.

Competitive Preference Priority 3

As evidence by the budget attached to this application, Vermont will use at least 50% of its
federal grant award (52% in year onc) to crcate ncw state preschool program slots that will
increasc the overall number of new slots that mect the definition of high-quality preschool

programs. Thus, Vcrmont should receive a competitive preference under this priority.
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APPLICATION ASSURANCES AND CERTEFICATIONS
Prescheool Development Grants — Development Grants Competition

(CFDA No. 84.4198)

Legal Name of Applicant Applicant’s Mailing Address:
| (Office of the Governor): )
: + 109 State Street., Pavilion

Vermont Governor Peter Shumiin ! _
- Montpelier, VT 05609

i Employer Identification Number: Organizational DUNS:

| 03:6000264 884002701
Lead Agency: VT Agency of Education | Lead Agency Contact Phone: 802-479-1407
Contact Name: Karin Edwards ! Lead Agency Contact Email Address:
{Single point of contact for communication) Karin. Edwards@uState. vt.ns

Required Applicant Signatares (Muss include signatures from an authorized representative of each
Participating State Agency. Insert additional signature blocks as needed below. To szmphﬁ the process,
signatories may sign on separate Application Assurance forms. )

To the best of my knowledge and belief, all of the information and data in this application are true and correct.

I further certify that | have read the application, am fully committed to it, and will support its implementation:

:Govemnor or Authorized Representative of the @é&iver'r{or (Printed Name):  Telephone: .
Govemor Peter Shumlin ' . 802~828—_6403
' Smna‘mre of Governor or Authorized Repreqentatlve of the Governor: - - . Date;
10/13/2014
Lead Agenc\ Authonzed Representatzvc (Pr‘mted Name): _ - 'Agericy N:éme:
Rebecca Holcombe Sec:letarv o o _ _\fT Aacncv ofEducalnon '
: Szgnature of Lead Agencv Authorlzed Representatwe ' . Date
10CH | o '. 10;13!’)014
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Accountability, Transparency, and Reporting Assurances

The Governor or his’her authorized representative assures that the State will comply with all
applicable assurances in OMB Standard Forms 424B and D { Assurances for Non-Construction
and Construction Programs), including the assurances relating to the Iegal authority to apply for
assistance; access to records; conflict of interest; merit systems; nondiscrimination; Hatch Act
provisions; labor standards, including Davis-Bacon provailing wages, flood hazards; historic
preservation; protection of human subjects; animal welfare; lead-based paint; Stngle Audit Act;
and the gencral agreement to comply with all applicable Federal laws, executive orders, and
regulations. -

With respect to the certification regarding lobbying in Department Form 80-0013, no
Federal appropriated funds have been paid or will be paid to any person for influencing
or attempting to influence an officer or employec of any ageney, a Member of Congress,
an officer or employee of Congress, or an emplovee of a Member of Congress in
connection with the making or rencwal of Federal grants under this program; the State
will complete and submit Standard Form-LILL, "Disclosure Form to Report Lobbying,"
when required (34 C.F.R. Part 82, Appendix B); and the State will require the full
certification, as set forth in 34 C.F.R. Part 82, Appendix A, in the award documents for
all subawards at all tiers.

The State and other entities will comply with the following provisions of the Education
Department General Administrative Regulations (EDGAR), as applicable: 34 CFR

Part 74 -- Administration of Grants and Agreements with Institutions of Higher
Education, Hospitals, and Other Non-Profit Organizations: 34 CFR Part 76 -- State-
Administered Programs, including the construction requirements in section 75,600
throngh 75.617 that are incorporated by reference in section 76.600; 34 CFR Part 77 --
Definitions that Apply to Department Regulations; 34 CFR Part 80 -- Uniform
Administrative Reqguirements for Grants and Cooperative Agreements to State and Local
Governments, including the procurement provisions; 34 CFR Part 81 -- General
Education Provisions Act--Enforcement; 34 CFR Part 82 -- New Restrictions on
Lobbying; and with the debarnment and suspension regulations found at 2 CFR Part 3485.

Govemm or Authonzed Representatne of the Gov emor (Prmted \Ja.me)

‘Vcrmont Crovcmor Pctf.n Shumlin

‘Signature: |

Ddte

]0&3;’7014
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BUDGET: INDIRECT COST INFORMATION

To request reimbursement for indirect costs, plcasc answer the following questions:

Docs the Statc have an Indirect Cost Rate Agreement approved by the Federal
government?

YES ]
NO O

If yes to question 1, plcasc provide the following information:

Period Covered by the Indirect Cost Rate Agreement (mm/dd/yyyy):
From: 7/ 1./2012 . . To:. 6./30/ 2015

Approving Federal agency: X ED 1S Other.

(Please specify agencyv). VT Agency of Education

Directions for this form:

1. Indicatc whcether or not the Statc has an Indircet Cost Rate Agreement that was approved
by the Federal government.

2. If“No” is checked, the Departments generally will authorize grantees to usc a temporary
rate of 10 percent of budgeted salaries and wages subject to the following limitations:
(a) The grantee must submit an indirect cost proposal (o ils cognizant agency within 90 days afler
the grant award notification is issucd; and.
(b) If after the 90-day period, the grantce has not submitted an indircct cost proposal to its
cognizant agency, the grantee may not charge its grant for indirect costs until it has negotiated an
indirect cost rate agreement with its cognizant agency.

If “Yes” 1s checked, indicate the beginning and ending dates covered by the Indirect Cost Rate
Agreement. In addition, indicate whether ED, HHS, or another Federal agency (Other) issued
the approved agreement. If “Other” was checked, specify the name of the agency that issued the
approved agreement,

PR/Award & 541381500308
Page e181



Vermont PDG-Expansion Application for Funding (CFDA 84.419B)-Appendices

APPENDIX TABLE OF CONTENTS

Page o
Number Title
I Stakeholder Letters of Support
28 Subgrantee Letters of Support
69 Subgrantee Memorandums of Understanding

184 Act 166 Rate Setting Methodology

Act 166 Statute

185

217 Building Bright Futures Direct Service Allocations FY 2015

Department for Children and Families - Child Care Licensing Regulations in
219 Vermont

299 Early Childhood Action Plan

264 Early Childhood Interagency Coordinating Team Agreement

266 Emerging Quality Improvement Protocol for Vermont PreK

278 Head Start Report, PIR data

297 Kids Count Vermont - 2014

306 National Institute for Early Child Research (NIEER) Yearbook 2013

314 Northern Lights Career Development Center Career Ladder

Report on Progress of Children in Prekindergarten Education in 2012-2013 /

37 Impact of Prekindergarten Education on Kindergarten Readiness

325 Status of Head Start Pre-Kindergarten Partnerships in Vermont and Nationally

330 Strengthening Families Framework

336 Vermont Career Advising Guide for Early Childhood and Afterschool Professionals

PR/Award & 541381500308
Page e182




Vermont PDG-Expansion Application for Funding (CFDA 84.419B)-Appendices

Nﬁf‘ft‘)’er Title
390 Vermont Early Learning Standards (VELS) Working Document
497 Vermont Step Ahead Recognition System (STARS) Online Application
504 Vermont Step Ahead Recognition System (STARS) Summary
505 Vermont’s Statewide Report on Kindergarten Readiness 2013-2(14
513 References

PR/Award & 541381500308
Page e183




Vermont PDG-Expansion Application for Funding (CFDA 84.419B)-Appendices
1

STAKEHOLDER LETTERS OF SUPPORT

Building Bright Futures — Addison Regional Council

Building Bright Futures — Bennington Regional Council

Building Bright Futures — Caledonia/South Essex Regional Council

Building Bright Futures — Central Vermont Regional Council

Building Bright Futures — Chittenden Vermont Regional Council

Building Bright Futures — Franklin/Grand Isle Regional Council

Building Bright Futures — Lamoille Regional Council

Building Bright Iutures — Northern Windsor/Orange Regional Council

Building Bright Futures — Orleans/Northern Essex Regional Council

Building Bright Futures — Rutland Regional Council

Building Bright Futures — Springfield Regional Council

Building Bright Futures — Southeastern Vermont Regional Council

Building Bright Futures — State Advisory Council

U.S. Senator Patrick Leahy. (letter sent separately)

U.S. Senator Bernard Sanders (letter sent separately)

U.S. Representative Peter Welch (letter sent separately)

VT State Board of Education

VT Philanthropic Support: A.D. Henderson Foundation, Permanent Fund, VT Children’s Trust
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Addison Building Bright Futures

October 7, 2014

U.S. Bepartment of Education
Application Control Center
Attention: CFDA Number 84.419A
550 12th Street, SW,

Room 7039, Patomac Center Plaza
Washingtaon, DC 20202-4260

Bear Secretaries Duncan and Burwelt,

We are pleased to write a letter of support {or Vermont’s application for Preschool Development Grants -
Expansion Grants Application {(PDG-Expansion} for Initial Funding, FY 2014, CFA 84.419B).

The Addison Building Bright Futures Early Childhood Council is comprised of professionals serving all arenas of
the early childhood population, encompassing the needs of the whole child, as they progress through the early
childhaod years. The role of the Addison Building Bright Futures council is to strengthen ¢connections between
education, human services and health services to ensure that every child has access to high quality services.

Beginning in July 2815, all three and four year olds in Vermont will have access to ten hours of high quality
tearning opportunities through Universal PreK. Building Bright Futures operates under the Vermont Early
Childhood Framework Action Plan and Goals, which highlights that “All children and families have access to high-
quality opportunities that meet their needs,” In keeping with Vermont's statistics, 70% of Addison county families
with children aged six or below, have all parents in the home working, a clear indicator that the needs of familics
will not be met with only ten hours of programming per week. Addison county is {ortunate to have multiple high-
quality preschoel programs, with over 60% of licensed programs having a quatity rating of 4 or 5 stars, mast of
which do offer more than ten hours per week of programming, incurring a burdensome tuition cost to families. In
2008, only 31% of children within Addison county were ready for Kindergarten, according to the Kindergarten
Readiness Survey, indicating that exposure Lo more than ten hours of high quality programming that includes an
approved curricelum aligning with the Common Core, is needed.

The state of Vermont has demonstrated a strong and enduring commitment to the early learning and development
ot young children and a record of accomplishment in providing high quality early learning programs, and other
programs and services, for chiidren from birth to age 5. Fortunately, the Race-To-The Top Early Learning
Challenge (RTT-ELC) grant has allowed for Building Bright Futures to act locally as the system of collaboration,
convening, and communication to further improve the quality and access to high quality early learning and
development programs.

Yet, work remains to be done. Funding through this PDG-Expansion application would enable Vermont to build on
its existing record of success. The application proposes to expand new slots for four-year-olds at or below 200%
FPL, and to improve existing slots by expanding them from part-time to full-time. Approximately 33% of six year
olds are living at or below 200% poverty rate in Addison County.

We believe Vermont's PDG-Expansion application is thoughtful and rigorous. In addition to expanding access for
four-year-olds in low-income circumstances, it proposes several infrastructural and administrative improvements

Addison Buitding Bright Futures includes these tawns: Addison, Bridport, Bristol, Buel's Gore. Cormwall Farrisburgh, Gashen,
Granwilie, Hancock, Leicester, Lincoln, Middiebury Monlkion, New Haven, Crwell, Panton, Rimten, Satisbury, Shoreham, Starksharg,
Vergennes. Waltham, Wevbridge and Whiting
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that will contribute to improvements in quality in PreK programs for the target population. The successful funding
of this application is critical to improving access and quality in Vermont in the service of its four-year-old children.

Funding through the PDG-Expansion grant would allow existing high quality programs to continue to thrive and
expand and current or new programs to grow to meet high quality standards, ensuring that Addison county has
ample slots to meet the needs of all children and families. Prevention and intervention in regard te Kindergarten
readiness would be addressed, resulting in keeping our children ready to succeed in school and beyond.

The families of Addisen county would greatly benefit from the affordability and access this expansion grant would
provide.

For all of these reasons, we strongly urge you to fund this application.
Sincerely,

Dana Anderson, Addison Building Bright Futures Coordinator
Addison Building Bright Futures Council Steering Committee

dandersonibuildinghrigshtfutures.or
(802} 349-5173
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Bennington Building Bright Futures

October 6, 2014

LLE. Department of Education
Application Contrel Cener
Attention: CFDA Number 84,4194
330 12th Street, SW.

Room 7039, Potomac Center Plazs
Washington, DO 20202-4260

Dear Secretaries Duncan and Burwell,

Bennington Building Bright Futures Council is pleased (o write a {etier tu support of 1he State of YVermont's
apphication for lnitiai Funding under the Preschool Development Grangs — Expansion Grants opporturnity, Our local
council s made up of representatives of the area supervisory witons including the Southwast Vermont Supervisory
Union. the Bennington Rutland Supervisory Unlon, Bennington County Head Start and eavly childhood pragrams
and. supports. 1t is clear that we need o work together o develop and maintain the supports our children and
families especially those who fall below 200 % of poverty. '

As a Connetl, we gre part of the local infrastructure that supports Vermont's sirong commitment o the early
iearning and developiment of voung children, parncularly children with children with high needs. Beaningion
County has the over 60 % of its children under the age of & iving below 200% of poverty, Currently we are linking
with our school partners to be able (¢ ease the transition of children into the public scheol setting while providing
quality early childhood experiences for children and their families, We are slwavs fooking for innovative ways (o
ershance our knowledge through targeted and on-going professional development to ensure that our children enter
schaot ready to fearm. '

As deseribed i the Memorandum of Understanding (MOL hetween Vermont and the local supervisory unions and
Head Start, this grant application will enable these programs to deliver high-quality preschool services to additional
eligible children i ouwr high need communities.  As well as to ephance our preschool program infrastruciure and
capacity to deliver our high-quality preschool programs. It will allow Bennington County o continug 1o strive in its
delivery of high quality carly chikthood expenences tor our children especially our children below 200% of
poverty.

Apam, T strongly arpe you to fund this application, 1#77 can be of further assistance, please do not hesitate {o call mie at
(BU7) 4477887

Sincerely

(b)(6)

Robin Stromeren
Building Bright Futwres Coordinator

Eanpingion Building Bright Futures indunes these towns Ardingion. Bermington, Dorses, Glastenbury, _andgrove, Manchester,

Feru, Powrsl, Readsbore, Rupert, Sandgste, Searshurg, Shafisbury, Stamford, Sunderiand, Winhall and Woodin:g
PR/Award # 54158150008
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Caledonia and Southern Essex Building Bright Futures
IO. Box 27, West Glover, VT (5875
www, buildingbrighfutures.org

October 6, 204

U.S. Department of Education
Application Control Center
Attention: CFDA Number 84.419A
550 12th Street, SW.

Room 7039, Polomac Center Plaza

Washington, DC 20202-4260

Dear Secretaries Duncan and Burwell,

On behalf of the Caledonia Southern Essex Building Bright Fatures (BBF) Regional Council, we
are pleased to write a letter of support for the State of Vermont's application for Initial Funding under

the Preschool Development Grants — Expansion Grants opportuaity, FY 2014,.CFA 84 419B.

The Building Bright Futures Council of Caledonia/ Southern Esséx seeks to assure that children birth to
age eight are healthy and successful by improving the quality, affordability and accessibility of early
childhoaod services in the areas of early care, health and education. We have a full-time BBF Regional
Coordinator who acts as staff to the council to carry out the work of the regional and state councils. We
use a strategic plan to guide our work of which was drafied by identitying the concerns and needs of
children and families living in our region. Some of thesc tssucs include: children not being ready for
kindergarten, cicvated parental substance abuse; high rate of substantiated abuse and neglect for children

under the age of six and high-levels of poverty.

The four ourcomes identified in our regional plan are:

Percentage of women smoking during pregnancy

Percentage of children ready for school in all five domains of the kindergarien questionnaire
Pereent of regulated carly childhood programs that are nationally accredited or have 4/5 STARS
Rate of substantiated victims of child abuse and neglect (<6 vears)

Building Bright Futures’ mission is to create a unified, sustainable system of early care, health and

education for all young children and their families by promoting access, quality and affordability. This

PR/Award & 541381500308
Page e188



Vermont PDG-Expansion Application for Funding (CFDA 84.419B)-Appendices
6

will be done in part with the development of aur Regional Action Plans and their alignment with the VT

Early Childhood Action Plan and the BBF Siate Action Plan,

The state of Vermont has demonstrated a strong and enduning commitment to the early leaming and
development of yvoung children and a record of accomplishments i providing high quality early
learning programs, and other programs and services, for children from birth to age 3. Tt is one of only
nine states with universal publicly tunded PreK and one of only four providing universal PreK to all
three- and four-vear-old children. Vermont is one of only four states that serve more than 70% of the
state’s four-year-olds with PreK programs. It ranks fourth in the nation in PreK access for four-vear-

olds, and is ranked fourth overali in PreK quality.

Funding through this PDG-Expansion application would support Vermont to advance its existing
lnitiatives, and progresses currently being implemented through its Race to the Top-Early Learning
Challenge (RTT-ELC) grant, to further improve its quality and expand access to high quality carly
learning and development programs. The application proposes to expand new slots for four-vear-olds at

or below 200% FPL, and to improve existing slots by expanding them from part-time to fulltime.

We believe the Vermont's PDG-Expansion application has critical elements that build on Vermont’s
existing strengths by expanding access {o PreK for four-year-olds in low-income circumstances. it
proposes several infrastructural and admintstrative improvements that will contribute to enhancements
in quality PrcK programs for the target population. The successful funding of this application is essential
to improving access and quality PreK programs in Vermont to serve our four-vear-old children. For all
these reasons, our council strongly supports this grant application and urges vou to fund this application.

if'I can be of firther assistance, please do not hesttate to call me at {(302) 673-6478.

Sincerely,

(b)(6)

Dawn M Powers

Regional Coordinator

Building Bright Futures

Caledonia and Southern Essex Countics

Email; dpowersi@buildingbrightfutures.org

PR/Award & 541381500308
Page 189



Vermont PDG-EXpaI‘lSiO;Il Application for Funding (CFDA 84.419B)-Appendices

Central Vermont Building Bright Futures

October 7, 2014

U.S. Department of Education
Application Control Center
Attention: CFDA Numbor 84.419A
550 12th Street, SW.

Room 7039, Potomac Center Plaza
Washington, DC 20202-4260

Dear Secretaries Duncan and Burwell,

We are pleased to write a letter of support for Vermont's application for Preschool Development Grants -
Expansion Grants Application {PDG-Expansion) for initial Funding, FY 2014, CFA 84.4198.

Central Vermaont Building Bright Futures council is one of twelve regional councils in the state of Vermont. Cur
council is facilitated by a coordinator who serves in a dual role: linking families to direct services including home
visits, resaurce information, and area supports; and providing coordination and leadership for the regional council.
Our council is composed of local parents, early childhood providers, nurses, staff from the Vermont Department of
Health, and other early childhood professionals and interested community members,

The state of Vermont has demonstrated & strong and enduring commitment to the early learning and development
of young children and a record of accomplishment in providing high quality early learning programs, and other
programs and services, for children from birth to age 5. 1t is one of only nine states with universal publicly funded
PreK and one of only four providing universal PreK to all three- and four-year-old children. Vermont is one of only
four states that serve more than 70% of the state’s four-year-olds with PreK programs. [t ranks {fourth in the nation
in PreX access for four-year-olds, and is ranked fourth overall in PreK quality.

Yet, work remains to be done. Funding through this PDG-Expansion application would enahle Vermont to build on
its existing record of success, and improvements currently being implemented through its Race to the Top-Early
Learning Challenge (RTT-ELC) grant, to further improve its quality and expand access to high guality early learning
and development programs. The.application proposes to expand new slots for four-vear-olds at or below 200%
FPL, and to improve existing slots by expanding ther from part-time to full-time.

We betieve Vermont's PDG-Expansion application is thoughtful and rigorous. {n addition to expanding access for

four-year-olds in low-income circumstances, it proposes severat infrastructural and administrative improvements
that will contribute to improvements in quality in PreK programs for the target population. The successful funding
of this applicatien is critical to timproving access and quality in Vermont in the service of its four-year-otd children.

For all of these reasons, we strongly urge vou to fund this application.
Sincerely,

Becky Raymaond, Regional Coordinator
On behalf of the Central Vermont Building Bright Futures council

Central Yermont Building Bright Futures inciudes these towns: Barre City, Barre Town, Serlin, Braintree, Brookfield, Cabot, Czlals,
Duxbury, tast Montpelier. Fayston, Marshiield, Middlesex, Maontpeher, Moretown, Northfield, Orange, Plainfieid, Roxbury,
Waitsfield, Warren, Washington, Waterbury, Williamstown and Worcester
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Qctober 7,2014

U.S: Department of Education
Application Control Center
Attention: CFDA Number 84.419A
550 12th Street, SW.

Room 7039, Potomac Center Plaza
Washington, DC 20202-4260

Dear Secretaries Duncan and Burwell,

On behalf of the Chittenden Building Bright Futures Steering Committee, we are pleased to write a letter of support for
Vermont's application for Preschool Development Grants — Expansion Grants Application {PDG-Expansion) for Initial
Funding, FY 2014, CFA 84.4198.

Building Bright Future’s purpose is to create a unifying a system of guality supports for young children and their families
that is reliable, accessible, and affordable while integrating health, early care and education. On the regional level,
Chittenden Building Bright Futures convenes stakeholders from public and private schools, family support agencies,
health and mental health providers, advocates, political representatives, and philanthropists to address these priorities.

Chittenden Building Bright Futures has helped foster very positive relationships between local public schools and early
childhood programs so that bolh can work together to implement success(ul PreK partnerships. However, current
funding covers only 10 hours of care in a qualified program. Additional funding through this PDG-Expansion application
wotuld enable Vermont to build on its existing record of success, and improvements currently being implemented
through its Race to the Top-Early Learning Challenge (RTT-ELC) grant, to further improve its quality and expand access
to high quality early learning and development programs. The application proposes to expand new slots for four-year-
olds at or below 200% FPL, and to impreve existing siots by expanding them from part-time to full-time.

During the past year, Chittenden Building Bright Futures has reviewed and revised its strategic plan. A priority result is
“Children are ready for and succeed in school,” supported by the sirategy of increasing availability of early education
programs with quality recognition. The successful funding of this application would advance that strategy by improving
both access and quality early education for four-year-oid chiidren. This aligns well the third goal of Vermont's Early
Childhood Action Plan, "All families have access to high-quality opportunities that meet their needs.”

Funding for expanded PreK services will allow more children the opportunity te participate in qualify preschool
nrograming while families build relationships with their local school district before their child enters kindergarten.
Expanded access to PreK programing offers families with concerns ahout their child's development the opportunity to
connect with critical special education, mental health, and nutrition supports available in partner programs.

For ail of these reasons, we strongly suppert Vermont's application.

Sincerely,

Chittenden Building Bright Futures

Chittenden Building Bright Futures includes these rowns: Bokion, Burlington, Chiariotte, Colchester, Essex, £ssax Junction, Hineshurg,
Huntington, Jericho. Milicn, Richmond, Shelburne, South Burlington, 5t George, Underhill, Westford, Williston and Winooski
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Franklin Grand Isle Building Bright Futures

QOctober 7. 2014

U.S. Department of Education
Application Control Center
Attention: CFDA Number 84.419A
350 12th Street, SW.

Room 7039. Potomac Cenier Plaza
Washingten, DC 20202-4260

Dear Secretaries Duncan and Burwell,

The Franklin-Grand Isle Building Bright Futures PTA (301c3) 15 pleased to suppert the Vermont’s application
tor Preschool Development Grants — Expansion Grans Application (PDG-Expansion} for Initial Funding, FY
2014, CFA 84.419B).

We are a volunteer organization that represents early care, health, cducation, and community members and has
been in cxistence since March 1992, We arc part of a state-wide network that is commitied to high quality early
education which has been shown to produce large gains for children in academic learning and
socialization, Many studies show educational benefits of quality early educaton for children at third grade and
bevond. And, the evidence indicates that more intensive, higher quality early education has larger lasting
benefits and provides the most help for those at highest risk.

The state of Vermont has demonstrated a strong and enduring commitment to the ecarly learning and
development of young children and a record of accomplishment in providing high quality early learning
programs, and other programs and services, for children from birth to age 5. Tt ts one of only nine states with
universal publicly funded PreK and one of only four providing universal Prek to all three~ and four-year-old
children. Vermont is one of only four states that serve more than 70% of the staie’s four-vear-olds with PreK
programs, It ranks fourth in the nation m PreK access for lour-year-olds, and is ranked fourth overall in PreK
quality.

Yet, work remains to be done. Funding through this PDG-Expansion application would enable Vermont to
build on its existing record of success, and improvements currently being implemented through its Race io the
Top-Early Leaming Challenge (RTT-ELC) grant, to further improve its quality and expand access to high
quality early learning and development programs. The application proposes to cxpand new slots for four-vear-
olds at or below 200% FPL, and 10 improve cxisting slots by expanding them from part-time to full-time. We
believe Vermont’s PDG-Expansion application is thoughtful and rigorous. In addition to expanding access for
four-vear-olds in low-income circumstances, i1 proposes several infrastructural and administrative
improvements that will contribute to improvements in gquality in PreK programs for the target population. The
successful funding of this application is critical to improving access and quality in Vu*moni m the service of 1ts
four-vear-old Chlldl en.

Frankiin Grand Isle Butiding 8right Futures includes these towns: Afourg. Bakersfield, Berkshire, Enosburg, Fairfax, Fairfieid,
Fletcher, Frankhbn, Georgia. Grand Isle, Highgate Isle La Motie. Monrigemery Naorth Hero, Richford, Sheldon. South Hero, St
Albans, St Albans Town and Swanton
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Franklin Grand Isle Building Bright Futures

The Preschoot Development Grants — Expansion Grants Application provides an opportunily for our families
and children to reccive the support they need in their community.  The plan outlined in this application allows
us 1o strength our systems that interact with and influence each other to either decrease or increase risk factors
or protective factors that affect a range of health, education. and social outcomes.

Our Council and community are committed to the continued development in the service of our children and
look forward to a positive response. Thank vou for your consideration.

For all of these reasons, we strongly urge you to fund this application.

Sincerely,

Maria Dolores “Loli™ Berard
- Franklin Grand Isle Building Bright Futures Regional Coordinator

Jessica Barnes, FGI BBF Board Member, Agency:Franklin County Early Childhood Program

Jeff Benay, FGI BBF Board Member, Agency: Franklin Northwest Supervisory Union

Destiny Cadieux, FG] BBF Board Member, Agency: Vermont Department of Health

Danielle Lindley, FGI BBF Board Member, Agency: Northwestern Counseling & Support Services
Heather Simkins, FGI BBF Board Member, Agency: Vermont Department of Health

Michelle Spence, FGI BBF Board Member, Agency: Franklin County Early Childhood Program
Judy Ashley, FG]1 BBF Board Member, Agency: Vermont Department of Health

Emily Brower, FGI BBF Board Member, Agency: YMCA

Rhonda Desrochers, FGI BBF Board Member, Agency: Franklin County Home Health Agency
Betsy Fournier, FGI BBF Board Member, Agency: Franklin County Caring Communitics

J.aurie Hayford-Saborowski, FGI BBF Board Member, Agency: Northwestern Counseling & Support Services
Bonnic Masscy-Presion, FGI BBF Board Member, Agency: Head Stait

Heather Niquette, FGI BBF Board Member, Agency: Grand Isle Supervisory Union

Julie Regimbal, FGI BBF Board Member. Agency: Franklin Central Supervisory Union

Judv Rogers, FGI BBF Board Member: Parent and Retired Teacher

Michelle Trayah, FGI BBF Board Member, Agency: Northwestern Counseling & Support Services
Paula Tremblay, FGI BBF Board Member: Volunteer and Retired Nurse
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Lamiolie Valley Building Bright Futures

Gcetober 6, 2014

U.8. Department of Education
Application Control Center
Aftention: CFDA Number 84 418A
550 12th Street, SW.

Room 7039, Potemac Center Plaza
Washington. DC 202062-4260

Dear Secretaries Duncan and Burwell,

I write to ask you to suppert Vermont's application for Preschool Develepment Grants — Expansion Grants Application
{(PDG-Expansion) for Inftial Funding, FY 2014, CFA 84,419B).

We find ourselves on the cusp of a significant culture change around early education in Vermont. Key infrastructure for
publicly funded pre kindergarten for three four and five vear olds is being constructed today for an exciting rolf out next school
year for universally available pre kindergarten for afi three four and five year olds in Vermont. Yet work remains to be done.
Funding through this PDG-Expansion application would enable Vermont to build on its existing record of success, and
improvements currently heing implemented through its Race to the Top-Early Learning Challenge (RTT-ELC) grant, to further
imprave its quality and expand access to high quality early learning and deveiopment programs. The application proposes to
expand new slots for four-year-clds at or below 200% FPL, and 1o improve existing slots by expanding them from par-time to
full-time.

As a volunteer Council made up of parents, child care providers. and others involved in earty chitldhood issues in our rural
catchment area, the Lameilie Valley Building Bright Futures Regionat Council is eager to begin look ahead to expand quality
free pre K from ten hours a week next year, to fuli time. The complexities of transportation across long distances and
switching providers - or depending on friend and family care is extracrdinarily difficult for the 73 percent of children :n our
region alf of whose parents are working away from the hame.

With an innovative and open School Boards and Administrations, our schoot districts are ready to take on this important
task. and continue to be a mode! for other regions and States.

We believe Vermont's PDG-Expansion application is thoughtful and rigorous. |n addition to expanding access far
four-year-clds in low-income circumstances, it proposes several infrastructural and administrative improvements that will
cortribute to improvements in quality in Prei programs for the target popuiation. The successful funding of this application is
critical to improving access and quality in Vermont in the service of its four-year-cld children,

We feel that this Expansion Grant wilf make a significant lasting impact in our systems of care for young children in the
Lamoilie Valley.

We ask that you to fund this application.

S|ncereiy

[®1E)

Steve Ames and the Council

Regiona! Coordinator

Representing the Lamoille Regional Council
Building Bright Futures

Lamoille Valtey Building Bright Futures includss thepaiawns Balijdpssfaambridge, Craftsbury. Eden, Eimare, Greensbaro,
Hardwick, Hvda Park, Johnson, Morrisiown, Morrés&ﬁ&%%&nar{!. Stows, Waterville, Wolcoit and Woodbury
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Northern Windsor and Orange
Building Bright Futures

318 vVt Route 110
Tunbridge, VT 05077
(BO2} 763-0777

shurtondibuildingbrohtinioresorg

U.S. Department of Education
Application Controt Center
Attention: CFDA Number 84 41GA
550 12th Street, SW.
Room 7039, Potomac Center Plaza
Washington, DC 20202-4260
October 8, 2014

Dear Secretaries Duncan and Burwell,

On behalf of the Northern Windsor and Orange Building Bright Futures Council, I am pleased to write a
letter of support for Vermont's application for Preschool Development Grants —~ Expansion Grants
Application (PDG-Expansion) for Initiai Funding, FY 2014, CFA 84.419B).

Qur regional Building Bright Futures Council works to coordinate and provide comprehensive services to
young children and families in our area. Qur region is more rural than most other areas of the state and
does nat enjoy a long history of community-supported early education programs. With the passing of Act
166, Vermont's Universatl Prekindergarten Law, partherships to create and expand programs have reached
extraordinary levels. Collaboration between public and private partners is successfully resulting in new

programs to spaces to provide young children with high-quality early education.

Funding through this PDG-Expansion application would help us expand access to high quality programs
for the children who need it most in our area. The application proposes to expand new slots for four-year-
olds at or below 200% FPL and to improve existing slots by expanding them from part-time to full-time.
Our high levels of poverty and rural geography often means that many children can't access
nrekindergarten programs because of scheduling and transportation barriers, Expanding programs into
more remote areas and lengthening the program times will ensure that children aren't denied access to

high quality early learning because of their zip code or economic status.

Noethern Windsor and Orange Building Bright futures indudes these towns: Barnard, Bethel, Bradtard, Chelsea, Carinth, Fairlee,
Hartford, Rartland, Nonwich, Pomfret, Randolnh, Rochestar, Rovalton, Sharon, Stackbridge, Strafford, Thetford, Tunbiidee, Vershire,
West Fairlee and Woodstock
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Northern Windsor and Orange

Building Bright Futures
318 V. Route 110

Tunbridge, VT 05077

(802) 763-0777

siecton@buiidisgbriahfoiures org

Vermont's PDG-Expansion application is thoughtful and rigorous. In addition to expanding access for four-
year-olds in low-income households, it proposes several infrastructural and administrative improvements
that will contribute to improvements in quality in prekindergarten programs for children in our area.
Funding of this application is critical to improving access and quality in Vermont in the service of its four-
year-old children - especially in the Northern Windsor and Orange Region.

For all of these reasons, 1 strongly urge you to fund this application.

Sincerely,

Sarah Buxton

Sarah Buxton
Regional Coordinator

Northern Windsor and Orange Building Bright Futures Council

Narthern Windsor and Orange Building Bright Futures inciudes these towns: Barmard, Bethal, Bradford. Chelsea, Connth, Faires,
Hartford, Hartland, Narwich, Pemfret. Randelph. Rachester, Royalton Sharon, Stockbridge, Strafford, Thetford. Tunbridge, Vershire

West Fairlee and Woodstack
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Orleans and Northern Essex

Building Bright Futures

October Gth, 2014

U8, Deparument of Education
Apphication Control Center
Attention: CFDA Number 84 419A
550 12th Street, SW,

Room 7039, Potomac Cenier Plaza
Washington, DC 20202-4260

Dear Secretaries Duncan and Burwell,

We are pleased to write a letter of support for Vermont's application for Preschool Development Grants —
Expansion Grants Application (PDG-Expansion) for Inittal Funding, FY 2014, CFA 84 419R),

Building Bright Futures (BBF) serves a dual role as both the Vermiont Early Childhood Advisery Council and a
301 (¢) 3 statewide nctwork, aligning tocal solutions of 12 regional Councils with policy at the state level in
order to make improvements in access, quality, and affordability of early care, health, and education for families
and young children prenatal to § years-old. We at Building Bright Futures along with our community partners
strongly believe that we all have a shared responsibility to provide a good start for all our children and we all
reap the benefits when we get it right early in a child’s lite. Access to health care, support from family and
community, and high-quality leaming opportunitics help ensure that children have the strong foundation that
will heip them succeed in school and beyond.

The Northeast Kingdom (NEK) of Vermont is known for its rural breath-taking scenery, and its friendly diverse
population. Unfortunately, the NEK is also known for high poverty rate, opiate addiction and a high percentage
of children being deemed not ready for school. According to the Vermont Agency of Education 2013-2014
report on Kindergarten Readiness for the North Country Supervisory Union, which is the largest in the Orleans
& Northern Essex regions, the district scored below State average in all five domains. The five domains are;
Sacial-Emotional Development, Approaches to Learning. Communication, Cognitive Development and
Weliness.

The state of Vermont has demonstrated a sirong and enduring commitment to the carly learning and
development of young children and a record of accomplishiment in providing high quality early leamning
programs, and other programs and services, for children from birth 10 age 5. Tt is one of only nine states with
‘universal publicly funded PreK and one of only four providing universai PreK to all three- and four~-year-old
children. Vermont is one of only four states that serve more than 70% of the state’s four-year-olds with PreK
programs. [t ranks fourth in the nation in PreK access for four-year-olds, and is ranked fourth overall in PreK
guality.

Orleans and Northern Essex Buiiding Bright Fetures indudes these towns: Alhany, Averill, Avery's Gore, Bartan, Bloomfiaid,
Brighton, Brownington, Brunswick, Canaan, Charleston, Coventry, Derby, Ferdirand, Glover, Holiand. Irasburg, Jay. Lemington,
Lewls, Lowsll, Morgan, Newpart. Newpaort Town, Norton, Troy, Warnet's Grant, Warren's Gore, Westfield and Westmore
PR/Award # 54158150008
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Yet, as mentioned above, work remains to be done. Funding through this PDG-Expansion application would
enable Vermont to build on its existing record of success. and improvements currently being implemented
through its Race to the Top-Early Learning Challenge (RTT-ELC) grant, to further improve its quality and
expand access to high quality early learning and development programs. The application proposes to expand
new slots for four-year-olds at or below 200% FPL, and to improve existing stots by expanding them from part-
time to full-time,

We believe Vermont's PDG-Expansion application is thoughtful and rigorous. In addition to expanding access
for four-vear-olds in low-income circumstances, it proposes several infrastructural and administrative
improvements that will contribute to improvements in quality in PreK programs for the target population. The
successiul funding of this application is critical to improving access and quality in Vermont in the service of its
four-vear-old children.

The children of the Northeast Kingdom need and deserve high quality early education, and they also need safe,
stimulating, and predictable environments, which they would have by accessing full day programs. The NEI s
also very rural, and thercfore transportation is a huge issue. Parents ofien choose to send their children to a full-
day childcare setting instead of a high-quality PreK program because they are working and cannot leave their
job 1o bring their chaldren back and forth to childeare, or they cannot afford the gas to go back and forth from
programs. When children are given quality early experiences, they have better relationships with their
classmates and friends, and develop better language, math, and social skills. The children of the NEK deserve
that opportunity.

For all of these reasons, we strongly urge you 1o fund this application,

Sincerely,

Svivie Corriveau, M.S.
Regional Coordinator

Linda Michniewicz, Steering Committee Chatr

Dawn Powers, Steering Commtittee member

Karen Hack, Steering Committee member

Diane Nichols-Fleming, Steering Committee member
Jennifer Johansson, Steering Committee member

Lisa Daigle-Farney. Steering Comunittee member
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Rutiand Building Bright Futures

Octaber 6, 2014

U.S. Department of Education
Application Control Center
Attention: CFDA Number 84.419A
550 12t Street, SW.

Room 7039, Potomac Center Plaza
Washington, DC 20202-4260

Dear Secretaries Duncan and Burwell:

It is our pleasure to write a letter of support for Vermont's application for Preschool
Development Grants-Expansion Grants Application (PDG-Expansion) for Initial Funding, FY
2014, CFA 84.419B).

Building Bright Futures (BBF) of Rutland, Vermont knows and research supports the
positive effect and meaningful impact that early education programs have on the future
success of the children that attend them. Vermont has established itself as one of the
trailblazers in the worid of early childhood education by being one of only nine states with
universal publicly funded PreK, and one of only four states providing universal PreK to all
three and four year old children. BBF Rutland also recognizes that the work must
continue and this PDG-Expansion application will enable our partners in the Rutland
Region to build on the successtul initiatives already being accomplished through the
Strengthening Families and Race to the Top-Early Learning Challenge (RTT-ELC) grants
thus helping us to close the gaps in the Early Education System. Through BBF's diverse
network of home and center based providers, husinesses, local supervisory unions, and
healthcare agencies, we are able to disseminate critical information and raise awareness as
to how this grant will have a direct and positive effect on the necdiest and most at risk
chifdren of Rutland County.

Our region is among the hardest hit with unemployment, and has a high percentage {over
50%) of children who are eligible for free and reduced lunch. Pre-Schools are among the
places where children can have access to positive role models, good nutrition, and
educational opportunities. Vermont's PDG Expansion Grant would not only expand access
for our four year olds in extreme poverty situations, but it would also build quality into the
early education programs themselves and provide more targeted professional
development opportunities within the areas of math and literacy.

Rutland Building Bright Futures ndudes these towns: Benson, Brandon, Castleton, Chittenden, Clarendon,
Canby, Fair Haven, Hubbardion, Ira. Killington. Mendon, dMiddistown Springs. Mount Holly, Meunt Tabor Pawdet,
Pittsheld, Pittsford, Poultney, Proctor, Rutland, Rutiand Town, Shrewsbury, Sudbury, Tinmoush, Wallingiard, Welis,

West Haven and West Rutland
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BRF Rutland locks at this PDG Expansion grant as a proactive approach to giving equal
access for all of Vermont's four year olds to become lifelong learners and have brighter
futures. [t can he the gateway to building more vibrant and cohesive communities.

We hope that given these reasons vou will give this PDG Expansion application every
consideration.

Sincerely,

Peg Bolgioni, Regional Coordinator, Building Bright Futures of Rutland County Vermont
(BBF-Rutland) on behalf of the following members of the BBF-Rutland Steering Committee

Mitch Golub, President/CEQ, Vermont Achievement Center

Kelley Todriff, Famiiy & Mental Health Services Manager, Rutland County Head Start
Margaret Dulli, Public Health Nutse, Vermont Department of Health

Kathy Alien, Co-Leader/Provider, Rutland County Childcare Network

Liz King, Co-Leader/Provider, Rutland County Childcare Network

PR/Award & 541381500308
Page 230



Vermont PDG-Expansion Application for Funding (CFDA 84.419B)-Appendices

Springfield Area Building Bright Futures

October 7, 2014

U.S. Department of Education
Application Control Center
Attention; CFDA Number 84419A
550 12th Street, SW,

Room 7039, Potomac Center Plaza
Washington, DC 20202-4260

Dear Secretaries Duncan and Burwell,

The Springfield Area Building Bright Futures Regional Council is pleased to write a letter of
suppott for Vermont's application for Preschool Development Grants - Expansion Grants
Application (PDG-Expansion) for Initial Funding, FY 2014, CFA 84.4198.

Covering 17 towns that span Windsor and Windham counties, the Springfield Area Building Bright
Futures Regional Council is comprised of public/private partners from a diverse cross-section of
the region. The Council’'s mission is to improve quality and efficiency of and accessibility to early
heaith, care, and education services throughout the area to help ensure that all Vermont's

children will be healthy and successful.

Our region is poised to help support the expansion of PreK Data from last year's Kindergarten
Readiness Survey (KRS) show that nearly 16% of kindergarteners in the Springfield School District
did not attend any early childhood program compared to the state average of 11%. Research
consistently shows that high quality early learning experiences lay the foundation for success in
iife. The Springfield Area Building Bright Futures Regional Council wants to ensure that every

young child in our region has access to these life-changing opportunities.

The state of Vermont has demonstrated a strong and enduring commitment to the early learning

and development of young children and a record of accomplishment in providing high quality

Springfield Area Building Bright Futures includes these towns: Andover, Baltimore, Bridgewater, Cavendish, Chester, Grafton,
Londondarey, Ludiow, Plymouth, Reading, Rockingham, Springfieid, Weathersfield, West Windsor, Weston, Windham and Windsor

PR/Award # 5413B150008
Page e2(1



Vermont PDG-Expansion Application for Funding (CFDA 84.419B)-Appendices
19

early learning programs, and other programs and services, for children from birth to age 5. 1t is
cne of only nine states with universal publicly funded PreK and one of only four providing
universal PreK to all three- and four-year-old children. Vermont is one of anly four states that
serve more than 70% of the state's four-year-olds with PreK programs. It ranks fourth in the

nation in PreK access for four-year-olds, and is ranked fourth overall in PreK quality.

Yet, work remains to be done. Funding through this PDG-Expansion application would enable
Vermont to build on its existing record of success, and improvements currently being
implemented through its Race to the Top-Early Learning Challenge (RTT-ELC) grant, to further
improve its quality and expand access to high gquality early learning and development programs.
The application proposes to expand new siots for four-year-olds at or helow 200% FPL, and to

irnprove existing slots by expanding them from part-time to full-time.

We believe Vermont's PDG-Expansion application is thoughtful and rigorous. In addition to
expanding access for four-year-olds in low-income circumstances, it proposes several
infrastructural and administrative improvements that will contribute to improvements in guality in
PreK progfams for the target popuiation. The successful funding of this application is critical to

improving access and quality in Vermont in the service of its four-year-old children.

As the local convening body for early childhood allies and supporters in the region, funding of
this application will aliow us to deepen our work to engage parents around the importance of
high guality early childhood experiences, strengthen our relationships with local providers and

schools, and promote the importance of increasing quality and access.

For all of these reasons, we strongly urge you to fund this application.

Sincerely,

Springfield Area Regional Council Members
Gladys Collins, Springfteld Schoo! District

Kim Kiniry, Springfield Area Parent Child Center
Lori Miele, Two Rivers Supervisory Union

Sherry Hatt, Springfield Area Parent Child Center

Jane Comstock, Vermant Health Access
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Southeast Vermont
Building Bright Futures

Chad Simmons, Regional Coaordinator
802.451.8627 | csimmona@buiidingbrightfutures org

Qctober 7, 2014

U.8. Department of Education
Application Control Center
Attention: CFDA Number 84 418A
550 12th Street, SW.,

Room 7039, Potomac Center Plaza
Washington, DC 20202-4260

Dear Secretaries Duncan and Burwell,

The Southeast Vermont Building Bright Futures (SeVT BBF) Regional Council
enthusiastically supports Vermont's application for Preschool Deveiopment Granis ~
Expansion Grants Application (PDG-Expansion} for Initial Funding, FY 2014, CFA
84.4198.

The SeVT BBF Regional Council is one of 12 BBF regional councils from across the
state dedicated to improving the quality of life for all young children 0 to 8 and their
families. SeVT BBF serves most of Windham County and our mission is four-fold: 1) To
develop collaborative strategies for solving the challenges facing young children and
their familles; 2) To encourage public/private partnerships that maximize the use of
limited resources; 3) To assist early childhood professionals and their ailies; and 4) To
provide a voice and a forum for early childhood professionals and their allies. As the
lead champion for Vermont's Early Childhood Framework and Action Plan in Southeast
Vermont, SeVT BBF is ideally positioned to support and collabarate with the state and
subgrantees in order to insure successful implementation of the PDG-Expansion grant.
Furthermore, the grant can increase regional capacity 1o achieve the outcomes of the
Race to the Top-Early Learning Challenge (RTT-ELC) grant,

The state of Vermont continues to demonstrate a strong and enduring commitment o

~ the early learning and development of young children. It is one of only nine states with
untiversal publicly funded PreK and one of only four providing universal PreK to alf three-
and four-year-old children, Vermont is one of only four states that serve more than 70%
of the state’s four-year-oids with PreK programs. It ranks fourth in the nation in PreK
access for four-year-olds, and is ranked fourth overall in PreK quality. In Windham
County, we have a dynamic early childhood network that continues to be effective in
delivering high-quality, early learning opportunities to our children.

Yet, work remains to be done at both the state and Windham County levels. Funding
through this PDG-Expansion application would enable Vermont to build on its existing
record of success, and improvements currently being implemented through its RTT-ELC
grant, to further improve its quality and expand access to high quality early leaming and
development programs. The application proposes to expand new slots for four-year-
olds at or below 200% FPL, and to improve existing slots by expanding them from part-

Southeast Yermont Buliding Bright Futures includes these towns: Athens, Brattieborn, Brookling, Dover,
Dummerston, Guiford, Malifax, Jamaica, Martboro, Mewfans, Putney, Somerset, Strattar, Townshend, Vernon,
Wardsboro, Westrminster, Whitingham and Wiimington
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Southeast Vermont
Building Bright Futures

Chad 5immons, Regicnal Coardinator
802.451.8627 | csimmons@nuildingbrightfutures.org

time to full-time. This will provide children with high-quality learning oppartunities and
ease the burden on working Vermont famiiies.

Specifically, SeVT BBF can contribute the following in support of the State and its
subgrantees:

+ Communication, especially to families, about increased availability of PreX siots

« Share why it is important for four-year-olds to participate in high-quality, PreK
programming

+ Provide a forum for Early Educators to share opportunities and chalienges

+  Promote Early Educator professional development opporiunities

« Connect community and support services with Pre-K programs and Early
Educators

* Promote the whole family, addressing both parent/caregiver needs as well as the-
needs of the child

We believe Vermont's PDG-Expansion application is thoughtful and rigorous. In addition
to expanding access for four-year-olds in low-income circumstances, it proposes
several infrastructural and administrative improvements that will contribute to
mprovements in quality in PreK programs for the target population. The successful

funding of this application is critical to improving access and quality in Vermont in the
service of its four-year-old children.

Funding through the PDG-Expansion grant will allow for increased capacity and
improved quality of our existing PreK programs in Windham County. SeVT BBF sees
this as a timely opportunity to combine resources and collaborative efforts in order to
improve the early learning experiences of our children. The outcomes laid out as a part
of the application align with our council’s vision and mission and will have a iasting
impact on the development of our children at this crucial stage in their lives.

it is for all of these reasons, the SeVT BBF Regional Council strongly urges you to fund
this application. Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

Chad Simmeons, Regional Councit Coordinator, on behaif of the Southeast Vermont
Building Bright Futures Regional Council

Southesst Yermont Building Bright Fulures includes these wowne: Athens, Bratilaboro, Brookine, Dover,
Dummerston, Guiiford, Halifax, Jamaicz, Marlboro, Newfane, Patney, Soinerset, Stration, Townshend, Vernaon,
Wartdshaoro, Westminster, Whiltingham and Wiimington
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Building Bright Futures
€00 Blair Park, Suite 306, Williston, VT 05495
802-876-5010 | buildingbrightfutures.org

October 7, 2014

.S, Department of Education
Application Control Center
Attention: CFDA Number 84.419A
550 12th Street, SW.

Room 70439, Potomac Center Plaza
Washington, DC 20202-4260

Diear Secretaries Duncan and Burwell,

We are pleased ro write a letter of support for Vermont’s application for Preschool Development Grants -
Expansion Grants Application (PDG-Expansion) for Initial Funding, FY 2014, CFA 84.4198).

Building Bright Futures {BBF) serves a dual role as both the Vermont Early Childhood Advisory Council
and 501 {c) 3 statewlide network, aligning local sclutions of 12 regional Councils with policy at the state
level in order to make improvements in access, quality, and affordability of early care, health, and
education for pregnant women, young families and their children from zero through age eight.

The state of Vermont has demonstrated a strong and enduring commitment to the early learning and
deveiopment of young children and a record of accomplishment in providing high quality early learning
programs, and other programs and services, for children from birth to age 5. Itis one of only nine states
with universal publicly funded PreK and one of only four providing universal PreX tc all three- and four-
year-old children, Vermont is one of only four states that serve mare than 70% of the state’s four-ycar-
olds with PreK programs. it ranks fourth in the nation in PreK access for four-year-olds, and is ranked
fourth everall in PreK quality.

Yet, work remains to be done. Funding through this PRG-Expansion application would enable Vermont
to build on its existing record of success, and improvements currently being implemented through its
Race to the Top-Early Learning Challenge {RTT-ELC) grant, to further improve its quality and expand
access to high quality early learning and development programs. The application proposes to expand
new slots for four-year-oids at ar below 200% FPL, and to improve existing slots by expanding them from
part-time to full-time. :

Buitding Bright Futures statewide networle

Addison Building Bright Futures, Bennington Building Bright Futures. Caledonia and Southern Essex Puilding Srigit Fu‘ime;
Central Vermont Building Bright Futures, Chittenden Building Bright Futures, Frankiin Grand iste Building Bright Futures,
Lamoilie Valiey Building Bright Futures, Morthern Windsor and Orange Building Bright Futures, Qrleans and Morthern Essax
2uilding Bright Futures, Rutland Building Bright Fuiures, Southeast Vermont Building Bright Futures and Springfield Area

Buiiding Bright Futures

PR/Award # 54198150008
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We bebidve Vermont's PDG-Expansion application is thoughtful and rigorous. In addition to expanding
access for four-year-clds in low-income circumstances, it proposes several infrastructural and
administrative improvements that will contrihute to improvements in quality in PreK programs for the
target population. The successful funding of this application is critical to improving access and quality in
Vermont in the service of its four-year-old children.

In supperting Vermont's PDG-Expansion application, Buliding Bright Futures is committed to
development of 12 comprehensive community action plans per regional council promoting high quality,
accessihle services and the promotion of wellbeing for pregnant women, young families and their
children from zero through age eight. '

At a minimum, the plan shall do all of the following:

{1} Describe community and regional area needs for pregnant women, young families, and their children
from zcro through age eight as identified through ongoing assessments.

{2) Describe the current and desired leveis of community and regional area coordination of services for
pregnant women, young families, and their children from zero through age eight, including the
involvement and specific responsibilities of all related organizations and entities.

{3} Identify ali federai, state, local, and private funding sources inciuding funding estimates available in
the field af eariy childhood in the regional area that will be used to provide services to pregnant women,
young families and their children from zero through age eight.

{4} Describe how funding sources will be used coliaboratively and the degree to which the sources can be
combined to provide necessary services to young chiidren and their families. '

{5} Identify the desired results and the community-wide indicators the regional council expects to
address through implementation of the comprehensive community action plan. The plan shall identify
community-specific, guantifiable performance measures to be reported in the regional council’s annual
report and integration with the VT Early Childhood Action Plan adopted by Governor Shumlin and his
administration.

{6} Describe the current status of support services, especiaily during transition times pricr to entry into
the K-12 system, prevent the spread of infectious diseases, prevent child injuries, promaote improved
understanding child development stages, develap health emergency protocols, help with medication, and
care for children with special health needs, etc... that are being provided o all child care faciiities
registered or licensed under within the regional area.

BBF will also submit an annual report on the effectiveness of the community plan in addressing school
readiness and children’s health and safety needs to the regional supervisory unions, schoel boards, state
hoard of education, and to the local government bodies in the area. The annual report shall indicate the
effectiveness of the regional council in addressing state and locally determined goals.

Regional Councils will coeperate with the state board, department of education, and school districts and
other local education agencies in securing unique student identifiers, in compliance with ali applicable
federal and state confidentiality provisions.

Regional Councils wili understand how community children are faring, regional councils will use data
from state and federal sources to assess child-well being. This ‘dashboard’ will identify in which regional
areas children are doing well and in which areas attention is needed. Regional Councils will then use this
information to bring together families, teachers, doctors, dentists, libraries, schools, and many others to
better meet children’s needs.

PR/Award # 54188150008
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For all of these reasons and ways Building Bright Futures is committed to supporting High Quality Public
Fre-Kindergarten, we strongly urge you io fund this application.

Cipngrprrasly v

(b)(6)

JONC CONEY, Mo, - —
Executive Director, Building Bright Futures

PR/Award # 54188150008
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#% VERMONT |

State of Vermont [prene]  BO2-479-1030 Siate Board of Fducation
219 North Main Strect, Suite 402 [fax? 802-479-1835

Barre, VI 05641

edlca i:'icm_vr:mm:'at_c*{w

QOctober 3, 2014

L.5. Department of Education
Application Control Center
Attention: CFDA Number 84.419A
550 12th Street, SW

Room 7039, Potomac Center Plaza
Washington, DC 20202-4260

Dear Secretaries Duncan and Burwell;

I'am pleased to write a letter of support on behalf of the Vermont State Board of Education for
Vermont's application for Preschool Development Grants — Expansion Grants Application
(PDG-Expansion) for Initial Funding, FY 2014, CFA 84.419B).

The Vermont State Board of Education has long supported strong early learning opportuniiies
in the State and sees this grant as an opportunity to accelerate Vermont's efforts for high-
quality, accessible PreKindergarten. The State Board sets annual priorities and its first priority is
to address the achievement gap (o reduce the persistent disparity of outcomes between groups
of students within Vermont. The key stratcgies under this priority are directly in line with the
goals of the PDG-Expansion opportunity, and include:

* The Board will work with legisiators and other organizations to provide access to universal
early education by 2016,

* The Board will develop policy to support full service/community schools and services in
schools, concentrating first in the locations with the highest need by removing policy barriers
for creating tull service community schools.

* The Board will support policy initiatives that enable the provision of services and resources to
children and that are adequate and sufficient to meet their needs, so as to enable them to
achieve state standards regardless of their circumstances

The state of Vermont has demonstrated a strong and enduring commitment to the early
learning and development of young children and a record of accomplishment in providing high
quality early learning programs, and other programs and services, for children from birth to age
5. Itis one of only nine stafes with universal, publicly funded PreK and one of only four
providing universal PreK to afl three- and four-year-old children. Vermont is one of only four
states that serve more than 70% of the state’s four-year-olds with PreK programs. It ranks fourth
in the nation in PreK access for four-year-olds, and is ranked fourth overall in PreK quality.

PR/Award & 541381500308
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Secretaries Duncan and Burwéll
October 3, 2014
Page 2

Yet, work remains to be done. Funding through this PDG-Expansion application would enable
Vermont to build on its existing record of success and improvements currently being
implemented through its Race to the Top-Farly Learning Challenge (RTT-ELC} grant, to further
improve its quality and expand access to high quality early learning and development
programs. The application proposcs to expand new slots for four-year-olds at or below 200%
FPL, and to improve cxisting slots by expanding them from part-time to full-time.

We believe Vermont's PDG-Lxpansion application is thoughtful and rigorous. In addition to
expanding access for four-year-olds in low-income circumstances, it proposes several
infrastructural and administrative improvements that will contribute to improvements in
quality in PreK programs for the target population. The successful funding of this application is
critical to improving access and quality in Vermont in the service of its four-year-old children.

For alf of these reasons, the Stale Board of Education strongly urges you to fund this
application.

Sincerely,
{b)i6)

ﬁtcphan Morsé&, Chalr
Vermont State Board of Education

PR/Award & 541381500308
Page e209



Vermont PDG-Expansion Application for Funding (CFDA 84.419B)-Appendices
27

Thre . D). Henderon Foundaliorn, Fre.

October 6. 2014

11.S. Department of Education 2629 Upper French Hill Road
Application Control Center Johnson, VT 05656
Attention: CFDA Number 84.419A 802-888-1188
550 12th Street, SW. egale@hendersontdn.org

Room 7039, Potomac Center Plaza
Washington, DC 20202-4260

Dear Sceretaries Duncan and Burwell.

We are pleased to write a letter of support for Vermont’s application for Preschool Development
Grants - Expansion Grants Application (PDG-Expansion) for Initial Funding, FY 2014, CFA
84.419B).

The A. D. Henderson Foundation, the Permanent Fund for the Wellbeing of Vermont's
Children, the Vermont Children’s Trust Fund, the Turrell Fund, and several other philanthropic
sources have been diligent in expanding opportunities for Preschoaol in Vermont. Since 2005, these
foundations have supported the Vermont Community Preschool Collaborative (VCPC) to provide
start-up funding and technical assistance for public/private preschool partnerships. After two
years of philanthropic support, the preschool start-ups were then permanently funded by the
Vermont Education Fund. Over VCPC’s 9 year history, Vermont's preschool enrollment increased
from 4,000 to 6,000 students. Most of this increase was from VCPC projects supporting private
childcare programs that met working families’ need for full day childcare and high quality
preschool. We believe the success of VCPC was instrumental in Vermont passing Act 166, our new
universal access to preschool law.

Funding through this PDG-Expansion application would cnable Vermont to build on its existing
record of success, and improvements currently being implemented through its Race to the Top-
Early Learning Challenge (RTT-ELC) grant, to further improve its quality and expand access to high
quality early learning and development programs. The application proposes to expand new slots
for four-year-olds at or below 200% FPL, and to improve existing slots by expanding them from
part-time to full-time.

The successful funding of this application is critical to improving access and quality in Vermont in
the service of its four-year-old children. The Foundations involved in VCPC will continue to make
sure we have enough qualified programs and licensed teachers so all Vermont children have access
to the highest quality preschool possible. The Preschool Development Grant will allow us to
demonstrate the value of extending exposure to high quality programs, leading to greater public
investment in early childhood.

On behalf of the Permanent IFund, Vermont Children’s Trust Fund, Turrell Fund and others.
{(b)(E)

i

<(die Gale 7
Program Director
A.D. Henderson Foundation

Post Office Box 140%@@@1@%, Florida 33302-4026
Fort Lauderdale (954) F54s289 » Fax (954) 764-2878
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SUBGRANTEE LETTERS OF SUPPORT & MEMORANDUMS OF UNDERSTANDING

Addison Central Supervisory Union

Addison Northcast Supervisory Union

Addison Northwest Supervisory Union

Bennington County Head Start

Bennington-Rutland Supervisory Union

Burlington School District

Capstone Head Start

Champlain Valley Head Start

Chittenden East Supervisory Union

Early Education Services

Essex North Supervisory Union

Franklin Central Supervisory Union

Franklin Northwest Supervisory Union

Lamoille South Supervisory Union

Milton Town School District

NEKCA Head Start

Orange North Supervisory Union

Orange Southwest Supervisory Union

Orange Windsor Supervisory Union

Rivendell School District

Rutland Central Supervisory Union

Rutland County Head Start

Rutland Northeast Supervisory Union

SEVCA/Windsor County Head Start

Southwest Vermont Supervisory Union

Springfield School District

St. Johnsbury School District

Two Rivers Supervisory Union

Windham Central Supervisory Union

Windham Southeast Supervisory Union

Windsor Northwest Supervisory Union

Windsor Southeast Supervisory Union

Winooski School District

PR/Award & 541381500308
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Subgrantes’s wath Go

Here

ADDISOM CENTRAL SUPERVISORY UNION

4% Charles Avenug 1
fitddiettey
Yarmant 08753
BO2382-1874

Fax 388-0024 {15 Department of Bducation

ciober 8, 2414

Susiness Office Application Controt Centor
302.382-1873
; Atiantion: TFDA NMumber 84,4194
Studant Services
sozanz-1587 S50 [2th Sweet, SW.

Room 7039, Potomac Center Plaza

¥ Washingzon, DC 20202-4260

Pojer L, Butrows, . Ed. .
Supatintendent Drear Seoretaries Duncan and Burvrell,

Carol 84 Fenlmors, EA.D
Assistant Supstiniendest . , - . .. ) . )
of Curriculum ang D0 behalf of the Addison Cental Supervisory Unjon, | sivongly supgort thy Siate of Vermont's
Professions! Developmisnt D . y . | . - . .
5 spplication for Injtial Funding under the Preachoo! Development Grants  Expansion Grants

Wicki A Welis, BdD

wity T Tiamr e rIim il saryes teeenty Dus dovogre o oab g
Dirsotar of Student Seraess SPROTHRIY. The Addisor Ceniral Supervisory Union currently serves twenty five 4-yoar-olds at or _

. bolow 260% of federal poverty level in the towng/countiss of Bridport, Corawall, Middiebury,
Susan M. English : 3

Aesceinie birscior Qfssmfe“‘ Ripron, Salisbury, Shoreham and Weybridge.
BT¥IGEs

dason Laliors )
Birector of Technology As described in the astached Memorantuny of Understanding (MO hotween the siate of Vermont
Larvices o . L . ; .
and Addison Central Supervisory Union this grant application will enable the owr Supervisory
Uavid Boucher . .. s p < - v
1 fran: ¢ Union/Supervisory Diswict und ACSU parter prograres (Marv Johnson Children's Center, Otfer
Busineas Manags g k

g resk Child Care, Bast Middiebury Cooperative and Quarry Hill) o deliver of high-quality

preschool services to XX additional eligible children in our bigh need community and o snhance

Bridport our preschoot program infrestrucnme and capacizy to defiver our high-quality preschoo! proprams.
Corpwall
Middtebury L0, & CGur MOU with the State contains the requied standard eet of terms and conditions, scope of work,
Riptan L
Sallebury and authorized signatures.
Shoreham
tnion Digirict #3
Weybritoe

Again, L strongly arpe you to fund this application. 1! can be of further zssistancs, please do not

Resiaie to call me at (802) 382-1286.

Egueal
Cpportlnity
EmpRoyer King i,
(b)6)

Vicki A, Wells, Direcior of Studeny Services
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Addison Northeast Supervisory Union
72 Munsifl Avenue, Building 6, Saite 601
Bristol, VT (5443
Phone: (802) 453-3657 ~ www.anesu.org ~ Fax: (802) 453-2029

- MT-ABRAHAM UNION MIDDLE/HIGH SCHOOL ~-BRISTOL~LINCOLN-~-MONKTON-~NEW- HAVEN ~ STARKSBORD — o

October 3, 2014

U.S. Department of Education
Application Control Center
Attentions: CFDA Number 84.419A
550 12th Street, SW.

Room 7039, Potomac Center Plaza
Washingion, DC 20202-4260

Dear Secretaries Duncan and Burwell,

On behalf of the Addison Northeast Supervisory Union (ANESU), | strongly support the State of Vermont's
application for Initial Funding under the Preschool Development Graats — Expansion Grants opportunity.
ANESU currently serves thirty 4-year-olds at or below 200% of federal poverty level in the towns Bristol,
Lincoln, Monkton, New Haven, and Starkshoro.,

As described in the attached Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) between Vermont and ANESU, this
grant application will enable the our Supervisory Union and our partuer preschool programs (Otter Creek
Childcare, Mary Johnston Children’s Center, Quarry Hill, Bristol Preschool, Bristol Family Center,
Discovery Hills Childeare, Lincoln Cooperative Preschool, Starksboro Cooperative Preschool, Hinesburg
Nursery School, Annette’s Preschool, and Heartworks) to deliver of high-quality preschool services to
approximately 8 additional eligible children in our high need community and to enhance our preschool
program infrastructure and capacity to deliver our high-quality preschool programs. Our MOU with the State
contains the required standard set of terms and conditions, scope of work, and authorized signatures.

Again, I strongly urge you to fund this application. If T can be of further assistance, please do not hesitate to call
me at (802) 453»365’£jext 22.
//

i,

(b)(6)

%

Susén D. Brubl, Ph.D.
Special Education Director
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Addison Northwest Supervisory Union

Addison Ferrisburgh Panton Vergennes Waltham
48 Green Street  Vergennss, Vermont 05491 202 B77 3332

October 3, 2014

1.5, Department of Education
Application Controf Center
Attantion: CFDA Nurmber 84,4194
550 12th Streei, SW.

Room 7039, Potomac Center Plazy
washington, DC 26202-4260

Dear Secretaties Duncan and Burweii,

O behalf of the Addison Northwest Supervisory Union (ANWSU}, I
strongly support the State of Vermont's application for Initial
Funding under the Praschool Development Grants - Expans!em
Grants opportunity. ANWSU currently sarves x

4 year-olds at or below 200% of tederal poverty level in the towns of
Addison, Ferrisburgh, Panton, Vergennes and Walthan,

As described in the attached Mamorandom of Understanding (MOU)
between the State of Vermont and Addison Northweast Supervisoery
Union, this grant application will enable ANWSU and some of its 8
coliaborative pre-gchool partners to deliver of high-quality praschootl
services to XX additional eligible chlldren in oui high need
community and to enhance our preschool program

infrastructure and capacity to deliver our high-quality preschool
programs. Our MOU with the State containg the required standard
sef of terms and conﬁltinns, scope of work, and authorized
signatures. .

Agaln, I strongly urge you o fund this application. If I can be of
further assistance, pleasa do not hesitate to call me at (802) 877~
A332.

Adisaﬁ Korthwest Supervisory Union
{ICanning@anwsu.org}

PR/Award & 541381500308
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g Ledge HiEE Drive, PO Sox o83
Aenninghon, Vermont ggzo oo fg

A0 A4 5491 BOZ.a4r IR0 PR

Ralph | Provenza
Execuilve Director

Qctober 3, 2014

US Department of Education
Apptication of Control Center
Attention: CFDA Number 84.419A
550 12" Street, SW

Room 7039, Potomac Center Plaza -
Washington, DC 20202-4260

Dear Secretaries Duncan and Burwell,

On behaif of the Bennington County Head Start, I and my Head Start Program’s Parent Policy
Council strongly support the State of Vermont's application for Initial Funding under the
Preschool Development Grants — Expansion Grants opportunity. Bennington County Head Start
currently serves 72 4-year-olds at or below 200% of federal poverty level in the towns/counties
of Bennington, North Pownal, Pownal, Shaftsbury, and Manchester. My Head Start program
actively engages parents and families using the Head Start Parent, Family, and Community
Engagement Framework, Promoting Family Engagement and Schocl Readiness from Prenatal to
Age 8,

As described in the attached Memorandum of Understanding {MOU) between Vermeont Agency
of Education and Bennington County Head Start, this grant application will enable the my Head
Start program and Bennington Rutland Supervisory Union Southwestern Vermont Supervisory
Urnian to deliver of high-guality preschool services to 20 additional eligible children in our high
need community and to enhance our preschool program infrastructure and capacity to deliver
our high-quality preschool programs by expanding to full day for 62 children. Sur staff will
actively engage the parents and families of the additional children served by this funding
opportunity. Our MOU with the State contains the reguired standard set of terms and
conditions, scope of work, and authorized signatures.

Again, T strongly urge you to fund this application. If I can be of further assistance, please do not
hesitate 1o ¢all me at (802) 442-5491.

Sinceraly ot

(0)(6)

Ra@ph 1. Provenza
Executive Director

RIP/asf United Counseling Service
Levelopmental Services « Mental Health & Substance Ahuse Services = Head Start « Big Brothers Big Sisters
Community Renabilitation & Emergency Services « Youth & Family Services
WL L svlorg
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DANBY BENNINGTON-RUTLAND SUPERVISORY UNION . PANLET
DORSET RUPERT
MANCHESTER _ 8378 VT Route 7A SUNDERLAND
MOUNTAIN TOWNS RED Sunderland, Vermont (05250-8427 UNION DISTRICT #23
MT. TAROR Phane: 802-362-2452, Fax. 802-362-2455 HNION DISTRICT #47

October 6, 2014

LS. Department of Education
Application Contro! Center
Aftention: CFDA Number 84.419A
550 12th Street, SW.

Room 7039, Potomac Center Plaza
Washington, DC 20202-4260

Dear Secretaries Duncan and Burwell,

On behalf of the Bennington Rutland Supervisory Union (BRSU), 1 strongly support the State of
Vermont’s application for Initial Funding under the Preschool Development Grants — Expansion Grants
opportunity. The BRSU currently serves a total of 55 children whe are age four, and are at or below 200%
of federal poverty level in the towns of Danby, Dorset, Landgrove, Londonderry, Manchester, Mt. Tabor,
Pawlet, Peru, Rupert, Sunderland, Weston and Winhall.

As described in the attached Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) between Vermont and the BRSU,
this grant application will enable the BRSU to deliver of high-quality preschool services to 10 additional
children in our high need community and to enhance our preschool program infrastructure and capacity 1o
~ deliver our high-quality preschool programs. Our MOU with the State contains the required standard set of
terms and conditions, scope of work, and authorized signatures.

Again, I strongly urge you to fund this application, If T can be of further assistance, please do not hesitate
to call me at (802) 362-2452.

Sincerely,

Daniel M, French, Ed.D.

Superintendent, Benmington Rutland Supervisory Union
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‘H%.RLY g& RIGATIO {etgg f?&ga;ffﬁgoes Here Located o the historic

gra ﬂtee i ‘ Estay Lomplex

130 Birge Street
Brattieboro
Parent-(hild Caentex Vermont (5301 _
802.254.3742 vowe
800.427.3730 (V1)
B0Z.254.3750 fax

*J-P

& ‘ﬁ_fezmw

October §, 2014

LS. Department of Education
Application Control Center
Attention: CFDA Number 84.4194A
550 12th Street, SW.

Room 7039, Potomac Center Plaza
Washington, [DC 202024260

Dear Secretaries Duncan and Buewell,

Brattieboro Town School District’s Early Education Services (FES) enthusiastically supports the
State of Vermont's application for Initial Funding under the Preschool Development Grants —
Expansion Grants Opportunity, Early Education Services currently serves fifty 4-year-oids at or
below 200% of federal poverty level in Windham County, Vermont. As an arm of the local school-
district, FES delivers Head Start and Early Head Start programming 1o over 200 Windham County
families, 11 center and home-based full and half-day options. Qur work ix direcied toward
developing relationships and partnerships with parents in order to support their self-sufficiency and
goals ta prepare their children for school.

As dascribed in the attached Memorandum of Understanding (MO between Vermont and
Early Lducartion Services, this grant application will enable Bratileboro Town School District’s
Early Education Services 1o deliver high-quality preschool services 10 13 additional cligible children
in our high needs communities and to enhance our pfesc-hool program wnfrastructure and capacity to
deliver our high-quality preschool programs. Our siaff will work to actively engage the parents and

tamilies of the additional children served by this finding opportunity, Our MOU with the State
contains the required standard set of terms and conditions, scope of work, and authorized signares.

I strongly encourage you w consider this application, with confidence that suceessful vulcomes
can be atwained with a Vermont award.

Qincerelsy -

{b)(6)

Debra I. Cass, Executive Director, Brattleboro Town School District’s Early Education Services

Administered by the Braitlebors Town Schoo! District
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Cretober &, 2314

LS. Department of Educarion
Apphicaiton Control Center
Attestion: CFDA Number 84.4164
550 124h Bueer, §W, |
Room 7039, Potomae Center Plaza

Washingtan, DO 20202-4260
ey Secretanies Duncan and Burwell,
Om behalf of the Purdington School Districe, T strongly support the State-of Vermont's application for hutial

Funding under the Progschoo! Dievelopment Geanix — Expansion Granis oppormusity, The District currenily

serves about 80 d-vear-olds st or below 200% of federat poverty level in the Cuy of Buglingron, VT,

49 deseribed in the attached Memorandum of Understanding (MOU} Detween the Swate of Yarmon! and the
Burhington School District. this grant application will enabie the vur District, along with owr private presciood
parmers, o deliver of high-quality preschaot services to 13 additional eligible children in our high need

corpmmnity, witte enhancing onr preschool program infrasirociors and cor capasity o deliver vsr high-

gualily preschoo! programs. Our MOU with the Siate comains the reguired standard set of tonms and

conditem, seope of work, and authortzed signatuves.

Agam, | arongly urge vow 1o fund this application. 1 can be of frthor assistance, please do not hesttaie to call

e an ($07) 8855332

Srworely, o

Stephane Philips

Interan Supenniendent

STERHANE PHILITFS ~ I TERIDS

150 COLCHESTER AW

FEC: This miterial s available iralisrig
Frreguest an acconvrodation, temecall L &

formuats for persers with dise
OS50 A TEY S o LROOZGIMAS funical.
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e COMMUNITY ACTION

September 25, 2014

U.S. Department of Education
Application Control Center
Attention: CFDA Number §4.419A
550 12" Street SW

Room 7039, Potomac Center Plaza
Washington, DC 20202-4260

Dear Secretaries Duncan and Burwell,

On behalf of Capstone Community Action Head Start, I and my Head Start’s Parent Policy Council
strongly support the State of Vermont’s application for mittal funding under the Preschool Development
Grants — Expansion Grants opportunity. Capstone Head Start currently serves 104 4-year-olds at or
helow 200% of federal poverty level in Orange, Washington, and Lamoille Counties, Capstone Head
Start actively engages parents and families using the Head Start Pareni, Family, and Community
Engagement Framework, Promoting Family Engagement and School Readiness from Prenatal to Age 8.

As deseribed in the attached Memorandum of Understanding (MOU} between Vermont and Capstone
Community Action Head Start, this grant application will enable Capstone Head Start and our partnering
schoo! districts to deliver high~quality preschool services to an additional 137 eligible children in our
high need communities and to enhance our preschool program infrastructure and capacity to deliver our
high-guality preschool programs. Our staff will actively engage the parents and families of the
additional children served by this funding opportunity. Our MOU with the State contains the required
standard set of terms and conditions, scope of work, and authorized signatures.

Again, | strongly urge you to fund this application. If ] can be of further assistance, please do not
hesitate to call me at (802) 477- 5139.

Sincerely,

(b)(6)

{
Marianne Milier, Director
Early Head Start and Head Start
Capstone Community Action

20 Gable Place, Barre VT 05641-4138
802-477-5151 www.capstonevt.org Fax 802-473-5353

PR/Award & 541381500308
Page e219



Vermont PDG-Expansion Application for Funding (CFDA 84.419B)-Appendices
37

CHANMPLAIN VALLEY HEAD START

431 ¥ine St Burlington, VT 054461 852-651-4788
www champlaiveloviaadunrtany : BU6-854-9648

fax: 802-638-0983

- October 6,2014

U.S. Department of HEducation
Applicatior Control Center
Arention: CFDA Number 844184,
550 [2th Sireet, SW,

Room 703%, Potomae Center Plaza
Washingion, DO 20202-4260

Dear Seeretavies Dunean and Burwell,

On behalf of CYOEG / Champlain Valley Head Start, | and my Head Start Program’s Pareat
Palicy Council strongly support the State of Vermont's apphication for Inifial Funding under
the Preschool Development Grants — Expansion Geants opportunity. Champlain Valley Head
Start cirenily sevves 107 four-vear-olds at or below 260% of federal poverty level throughout.
Franiciin, Grand Isle, Chitenden and Addison Counties. Champlain Valley Head Start actively
engages parents and families using the Head Start Farent, Family, and Community
Engagement Framework, Promoting Family Engagement and School Readiness from Prenatal
to Age N, '

As deseribed in the atisched Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) between the State of
Vermont and Champlain Valley Head Start, this grant application will enable CVHS and its
numerous school distriet partners and child care cenier pariners to deliver high-quality
preschool services to 147 additional eligible children In our high need community and o
enhance our preschoot progran infrastructure and eapacity to deliver owr high-quality
preschool programs. Our staff wiill actively engage the parents and families of the additional
children sevved by this funding opporiunity, Our MOU with (e State contains the required
standard set of terms and conditions, scope of work, and authorized signatures.

Again, 1 strongly wge vou fo fund this application. 1T can be of farther assistance, please do
not hesitate (o call me at (802) 631-418(.

Fincerelv.
{b){E)

Paul Behman, Direstor
1r

Champlain YValley Head Start

Addiven Couwsty Fiokd Oflive Chatendeit Coprty Freld Gffice Yrankbin ¢ Gramd Isie Fickd f5en
L0 Mceohants Row, Sui 4 Kelloge Road 3 Eenwmgh Drive
W dieh Fagex Juncton. ¥ 45452 5t Albans, VT 05478

phone: §02-271.2414 phoge: §02-57
fax: $02-872-0792 Can BOZ-324-8574

A PROGHRAS OF THE CHAMPLAIN VALLEY QFFICE OF POONOMIC QPPOF{?“E-’.-'V.ET!_’, N

PR/Award & 541381500308
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Chitenden East Supervisory Union # 12

Administrative Offices

PG Box 282, 211 Bridpe Street
Richmaond,

.
Yermaon: 054??‘ | . .
Supervisory Union (B02)434. 2128 (802) 434 - 2196 (G

s cesu k12

Bolton Humsington Jesiche 26 Usderhsl ID Elndsrbidl e Mangpield USD #77

October 6, 2014

LS. Department of Education
Application Controt Comter
Attentton: CFDA Number B4 4194
550 12t Street, 8W,

Room 7439, Potomac Center Plaza
Washington, DT 20202-4260

Piear Secretaries Duncan and Burwell,

On behalf of the Chittenden Cast Supervisory Uniam, | strongly support the State of Vermont's
application for Initial Funding under the Preschool Development Grants — Expansion Grants
oppartuniity. The Chiltenden East Supervisory Union curtently serves approximaiely 30 4-year-olds
at or below 200% of federal poverty level 1n the towns of Bolton, Huntingtor, Jericho, Richrmond
and Underhill,

As described in the attached Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) between the Staie of Vermont
and Chiltenden bast Supervisory Union, this grant application will enable the Chiftenden East
Supervisory Uniow to deliver of high-quality preschool services to 45 additional eligible children in
our high nesd community and to enhance our preschool program infrastrusture and capacity o
detiver our high-quality preschool programs. Our MOU with the State contains the required
standard set of terms and conditions, scope of work, and authorized signatures.

Again, [ strongly urge vou 1o fund this application. 11} can he of further assistance, please do not
hesitaie to call e at (802) 434-2128,

Sincerely,
i

John R. Alberghini ..
Superintendent

PR/Award & 541381500308
Page e221



——-Nermont.PDG-Expansion Application.for Funding (CEDA 84.419B)-Appendices. . ...

39 . i
Essex North Supervisory Union
{Averill, Avery’s Gore, Bloomfield, Brunswick, Canaan,

Christopher R, Masson Lemingten, Lewis, Norton, Warner’s Grant and Warren’s

Superintendent Gore)

P. O. Box 100

Canaan, VT 05903-6100

Laternet: crmasson@ceanganschools,org Telephone (802} 266-3330

Fax (802} 266-7083

October 6, 2014

U.S. Department of Education
Application Control Center
Attention: CEDA Number 84.419A
550 12th Street, SW.

Reom 7039, Potomac Center Plaza
Washington, DC 20202-4260

Dear Secretaries Duncan and Burwell,

On behalf of the Essex North Supervisory Union, I strongly support the State of Vermont’s application for
Initial Funding under the Preschool Development Grants — Expansion Grants opportunity. The Essex
North Supervisory Union currently serves seven 4-year-olds at or below 200% of federal poverty Ievel in
the towns/counties of Bloomfield, Brunswick, Canaan, Lemington, and Norton, The preschool is located

at Canaan Schools.

As described in the attached Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) between Vermont and Essex North,
this grant application will enable our Supervisory Union to deliver high-quality preschool services and
enhance our preschool program infrastructure and capacity to deliver our high-quality preschool programs.
Cur MOU with the State contains the required standard set of terms and conditions, scope of work, and

authorized signatures.

Again, I strongly urge you to fund this application. If I can be of further assistance, please do not hesitate to
call me at (802) 266-3330,

Sincerely,

e~

Christopher R. Masson

Superintendent

. PR/Award # S419B150008
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FRANKLIN COUNT Y wwm
2 North Main Street ' ¢/o Franklin Northwest Supervisory Unlon
St. Atbans, Vermont 160 Bobinhoad Drive, Suite 2
05478 _ Swanten, Vermont 05488
524-3613 in St. Albans « hitp:/ /eaxlychildhoodsuccess.org ¢ 868-4457 in Swanton

- October 2, 2014

U.S. Department of Education
Application Control Center
Attention: CFDA Number 84.419A
550 12th Street, SW.

Room 7339, Potomac Center Plaza
Washington, DC 20202-4260

Dear Secretaries Duncan and Burwell,

- Omn behalf of the Franklin County Early Childhood Programs in Franklin Central Supervisory Union
{FCSU), I strongly support the State of Vermont’s application for Initial Funding under the Preschool

-+, Development Grants ~ Expansion Grants opportunity. The FCSU currently serves 48 4-year-olds at or

below 200% of federal poverty level in the towns/countics of Fairfield, Saint Albans City and Saint

Albans Town.

As described in the aitached Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) between Vermont and FCSU, this
~grant application will enable our Supervisory Union in partnership with Blooming Minds Enrichment

- Center, Tami Dodge Family Child Care, Y Early Childhood Programs at St Albans and other, yet io be
- - 1dentified private child care programs, to deliver high-quality preschool services to 25 additional

- ¢ligible children in our high need community and to enhance our preschool program infrastructure and

- _capacity to deliver our high-quality preschool programs. Our MOU with the State contains the required

Essential Early Education — Early Education Initiative — Bookmobile — Success By Six
’ sereetings © evaluations « home visits » preschoels « referrals « consultations * service coordination + transition planning
PR/Award # 54188150008
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standard set of terms and conditions, scope of work, and authorized signatures.

Again, I strongly urge you to fund this application. If 1 can be of further assistance, please do not hesitate
lo call me at (802) 524-3613.

Sincerely,

| (B70)

Michelle M, Spence, MEd
Coordinator, Franklin County Farly Childhood Programs

PR/Award # 54188150008



Vermont PDG-Expansjon Application for Funding (CFDA 84.419B)-Appendices

P s RANL[IN

2 North Main Street </o Franklin Northwest Supervisory Union

5t. Alhans, Vermont 104 Robinhood Drive, Suite 2
(5478 Swanton, Vermont 05488

524-3613 in St. Albans « hitp:/ /eariychildhoodsuccess.org © 868-4457 in Swanton

Qctober 2, 2014

U.S. Department of Education
Application Control Center
Attention: CFDA Number 84.419A
550 12th Street, SW.

Room 7039, Potomac Center Plaza
Washington, DC 20202-4260

Dear Secretaries Duncan and Burwell,

On behalf of the Franklin County Early Childhood Programs in Franklin Northwest Supervisory Union
(FN WSU), I strongly support the State of Vermont’s application for Initial Funding under the Preschool
Development Grants — Expansion Grants opportunity. The FNWSU currently serves 58 4-year-olds at
or below 200% of federal poverty level in the towns of Franklin, Highgate, Sheldon and Swanton.

As described in the attached Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) between Vermont and FNWSU,
this grant application will enable our Supervisory Union, in partnership with Blooming Minds
Enrichment Center, Tami Dodge Family Child Care, Y Early Childhood Programs at St Albans and
other, yet to be identified private child care programs, to deliver high-quality preschool services to 25
additional eligible children in our high need community and to enhance our preschool program
infrastructure and capacity to deliver our high-quality preschool programs. Our MQU mth the State

contains the required standard set of terms and conditions, scope of work, and authorized signatuges.

Essential Early Education - Early Education Initiative — Bookmobile — Success By Six

screenings + evaluations « home visfts » preschools » refervals » consultations « service coordination » transition planning

PR/Award # 54138150008 )
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Again, [ strongly urge you to fund this application. If T can be of further assistance, please do not hesitate
1o call me at (802) 524-3613.

Sincereiy,

(b)(6)

Michelle M, Spence, MEd
Coordinator, Franklin County Early Childhood Programs

PR/Award # 54198150008
....Pageed26
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DAMOILLE SOUTH SUPERVISORY UNION
46 Copley Avenue
Mm-:-i_avi e, YT D061

faiy 888-4321
PEOZIARS-GTINFAN

Cretoher 60200

LR Department of Pducation
Application Control Comer
Avention: CFDA Number 84 4104
SAH0 120 Street, W,

Boom 7039, Potomae Cender Plaza
Washingion, D 20202-42060

DPear Scerpractes Duncan and Burwell

On behall of the famoilic South Supervisary Uinion (LSSEL wiieh serves the schoal districts of
Elmore, Morristown and Stowe, Vermont, 1 strongly support the State of Veormont's application Jor
Inttigl Funding under the Preschool Development Granis — Expansion Grants opportuntty, The
preschioo] programs currently serve 123 four-vear olds o school-based and community based
programms. We estimate that over 60 of our current four-yeay old students” fanubes are af or helow

200 of federal poverty level,

As deseribed i thw sttached Memorandum of Understanding (MO between the Vermont Ageney
af Education and LSSU, this grant apphcaton will enable the LESU preschool program o deliver
fugh-gualily preschool services 1o 43-60 eligible children i our high need community and o
enhance our preschool program infrasiruciure and capacity o deliver our high-guality preschoal
programs. e MOU with the State containg the required standacd set of erms amd condifions, scope
ot work, and avthorized stonatures,

Again, [strongly urge vou to fund this appitcation. 1 can be of further assistance, please do not
hesilate 10 contact me at (ROHBE8-454 1.

Siucerety.

- )
vacy Wrénd |
perinteident

5

Serving the Stwdents ol ELMUHID o MORRISTENWN — SI0OW])

PR/Award & 541381500308
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Milton Town School District

A2 Herrich Avenue, Milfon, VT 054683087 5802, 303 5400 Fas 78032 865.3213
WY, miIsa-viLp [ 3L
Joho i Bavone S,
Superintendent of Sohools
Timothy D Tretrorsh Sing Donald, Fohmaon
Director of Smdent Seyvices Irirector of Carriculum, Instrection,  Business Mamaper
& Informanonal Techaology
Tammy Hooss Terry Marza Bl O Regan-Whedster

mept Coordinator  Husnan Resowrss Digiricl Re

Ootober 3, 2014

UL, Tepartmon of Fducatton
Apnlication Control Center
Anendien: CFIXA Nomber 84,4194
356 127 Sirect, S.W.

B THIS, Potonias Uenter Plara
Washington, BC 20202-42060

Diear Seerefaries Dunean and Burwell ,

On behalf of the Mihion Town School District, §strongly support the Staie of Vermonz™s applicaton for Initiel

e
s

ing under the Preschool Developmem G

As deseribed i the siached Memorandom, of Lndessia
Tow School Disiricl, this grant application wifl e
Yol quality new preschioel services to th Jmm.ax ¢ von in oy high
preschomd program infrastruciur and cups vy high-guality pre

contains the veoutred stpnderd set of lerms and condiions, seope of work

Agsin, I strongly urpe you W fund this appheation, 1 can be of further ussistance, please do pot hesitan

2t (BU21-842-5400.

Sinoerety,

Srouperitendent of Scmb()]a

PR/Award & 541381500308
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et A

Do\“”‘ VJ”%

iq‘ NEKCA

% YEARS
§ o OPPORTUNITY

HRAL TTANT [ rdfrtity

P p,:u,w Northeast Kingdom Community Action, Inc. -
Chitd and Family Dievelopment Program
191 High Street
Barton, VT 03822
Ph: 802-525-3362
Fax: 802-525.3087
Octoher 6, 2014

1.8, Department of Education
Application Control Center
Attention: CFDA Number §4.419A
550 12th Street, SW.

Raoom 7039, Potomac Center Plaza

Washington, DC 20202-4260
Dear Seeretaries Duncan and Burwell,

On behalf of'the Northeast Kingdom Community Action (NEKCA) Head Start Program, 1 strongly
support the State e.f Vermont’s application for Initial Funding under the Preschool Development
Grants — Expansion Grants opportunity. The NEKCA Head Start Program currently serves 86 4-
year-clds at or below 200% of federal poverty level in Caledonia, Tissex and Orleans counties. Our
Head Start program actively engages parents and families using the Ziead Start Parent, Family, and
Community Engagement Framework, Promofing Family Engagement and School Readiness from

Prenatal to Age &.

As described {n the attached Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) hetween the State of Vermont
and the NEKCA Head Start Program, this grant application will enable the NEKCA Head Start
program to expand high-quality preschool services to approximately 40 eligible children in our high
need community and to enhance our preschoo! program infrastructure and capacity 1o deliver our
high-quality preschoel programs. Our staff will actively engage the parents and {families of the
additional children sorved by this funding opportunity, Qur MOU with the State contains the

required standard set of terms and conditions, scope of work, and awthorized signatures.

NEKCA Administﬁﬁive Office
P.O. Box 346, 70 Main Sueet, Newport, VT 05855

PR/Award & 54138150008
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N e,

q‘*egmpmev@ Nm‘theaq’r Kingdom Community Action, nc.

% YEARS
§ o OFPORTUNITY

THEE | a0

~ Child and Family Development Program
191 High Street

Barton, VT (5822

Ph: 802-525-3342

Fax: 802-525-3987

Again, | strongly urge you to fund this application, If [ can be of further assistance, please do not
hesitate to call me at (802) 525-3362 x 203.

Sincerely.
{b)E)

Director

NEKCA _Head Start

NEKCA Administrative Qffice
P.O. Box 346, 70 Main Street, Newporl, VT {15835

PR/Award & 541381500308
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Suxetie L. Bollurd
Suprerintendent of Schooly

Edward P, Nasta
Co-Divector of School
Transformation & Effectiveness

SUPERVISORY
UNION

Christopher F. Locarito
Business Manager

Michaela B. Martin
Co-Director of Sehant
Trangformation & Ffectiveness

"Working Together for Quality Schools"

Ccioher §; 2014

U.S. Departrent of Education
Apphcation Cantro! Center
Attention; CFDA Number §4.419A
550 12th Street, SW.

Room 7039, Potomac Center Plaza

Washington, DC 20202-4260

Pear Secretarics Duncan and Burwell,

On behalf of the Orange Notth Supervisory Union (ONSU) I strongly support the State of Vermont's application for initial

Funding under the Preschool Development Grants ~ Expansion Granis apportunity. The ONSU currently serves 12 4-year-

olds at or below 200% of federal poverty level in the towns of Washington and Willlamstown.

As described in the attached Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) between the Vermont Agency of Education and the
Orange North Supervisory Union, this grant application will enable the our Supervisory Union 1o delivér of high-guality
preschooel services to 10 additional eligible children in our high need community and to enhance our preschool program
infrastrusture and capacity 1o deliver our high-quality preschoo! programs. Our MOU with the State confains the required

standard set of terins and conditions, scope of work, and authorized signatures.

Again: | strongly urge you to fund this application. If [ can be of further assistance, please do not hesitate to call me at { 812}
433-58 18,

- Sincerely,

e 7. g
Gaaddii A {%M*&
Susefte L. Bollard

Superintendent of Schools

1118 Brush Hill Road @ Williamstown, Vermont .()5 679
Phone: 802-433-3818 & Fax: 802-433-5825

WWW ORSH, GRE

PR/Award & 541381500308
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9 f gf g
- "_46 :ﬁyérs. Brook Q{oa;.{

RandohsheSerom R R (b s i,

ot

' mvw.Orancqesoutﬁwest.org/%es'

October 6, 2014

U.S. Department of Education
Ahplicaﬁon Control Center
Atfention: CFDA Number 84.419A
550 12th Street, SW.

Raom 7039, Potomac Center Plaza

Washington, DC 20202-4260
Dear HHS Secretary Burwell,

On behaif of the Orenge Southwest Supervisory Union I strongly support the State of
‘Vermont's applicatien for Initial Funding under the Preschool Deveiopment Grants -
Expansion Grants opportunity. The Orange Southwest Supervisory Union Preschool Program
currently serves 12 four-year-olds at or below 200% of federdl poverty leve! in the towns
of Braintree, Brookfield, and Randoliph,

As described in the ottached Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) between Vermont and
Orange Southwest Supervisory Union, this grant application will enable the our Preschool
program and Vicki Palmer to deliver high-quality preschool services Yo 12-25 additional
eligible children in our high heeds community and o enhance our preschool program
infrestructure and capacity to deliver our high-quality preschool programs. Qur MOU with
the State contains the required standard set of terms and conditions, scope of work, and
autharized signatures.

Again, T strongly urge you to fund this application. If I can be of further assistance, please do
not hesitate to call me ot {802) 728-9555,

Sincerely,
{b)E)

Patricia Milier \_/

Assaciate Principal at Randelph Elementary Scheol

PR/Award & 541381500308
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Octoher 6, 2014

U8, Deparmment of Education
Applicaiion Congrol Center
Arention: CFDA Number 84 4194
554 12th Rrreet, SW.

Room TO39, Potomas Center Plazs
Washington, DO 20202-4260

Dhear Secrefanics Pruncan and Burwall,

On behat! of the Orange Windsor Supervisory Union, | strongly support the State of Yormoam's

application for Inilial Funding under the Preschool Development Grants — Expﬁ.nsios} Grants

osoporiunily. The Orange W n"idbor Supervisory Union currently serves 44 four-vear-olds at or below
200% of fadem. poverty level in the towns of South Rovabion, Sharon, Tunbridge, Chelsea and

Strafford.

Ag desertbed m the attached Memorascduz: of Understanding (MOUY booween Vermont and Orange
Winkdsor Supervisory Union, this grant application wiil snable the our Supervisory Union and Orange
Counaty Parent Clald Center, Creative Preschool and Magic Mountain Chaldren’s Coner to deliver high-
quality preschon! services 1o 19 additional ehgibie children 1 our high need commanity and fo enhance
aur preschool program infrastructure and capacity to delver our high-quality preschoo! programs. Our
MOU with the State confains the required standard set of terms and conditions, scope of work, and
authorzed signatures.

Again, I sprongly uree you o mnd this sppiicauon. I can be of further assisiance, ple saze do nut hesitate
to call me at (802} 763-8240

" Bruse Labs
Superintendent

PRIAward # 84198150008
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Rivendell Intersioie School District Brenda L. Needham
18 School Drive, Orford, NIT 03777 Superintendernd
Tel: 603-353-2170 Fax: 603-353-218%

www.rivendellschool. org Janet B. Cole

Director of Special Education

Rivendell

L P LI 1 o |

QOctober 6, 2014

U.S. Department of Education
Application Control Center
Attention: CFDA Number 84.419A
550 12th Street, SW.

Room 7039, Potomac Center Plaza
Washington, DC 20202-4260

Bear Secretaries Duncan and Burwell.

On behalf of the Rivendell Interstate School District, T strongly support the State of Vermant's
application for Imitial Funding under the Preschool Development Grants — Expansion Grants
opportunity. The Rivendell Interstate School District currently serves approximately six 4-year-
olds at or below 200% of federal poverty level in the towns/counties of Vershire and West
Fatrice.

As described in the attached Memorandum of Understanding (MQOU) between Vermont and
Rivendell Interstate School District, this grant application will enable the our Supervisory
District to deliver of high-quality preschool services to approximately five (5} additional eligible
children in our high need community and to enhance our preschool program infrastructure and
capacity 10 deliver our high-quality preschool programs. Our MOU with the State contains. the
‘required standard set of terms and conditions, scope of work, and authorized signatures.

Again, T strongly urge you to fund this application. If I can be of further assistance, please do not
hesitate to call me at (802} 353-2170.

Sincerely,

Brenda L. Needham
Superintendent

Fairlee, Vershire, West Fairlee, VT and Orford, NH
PR/Award # 54198150008
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RUTLAND CENTRAL S
PO Eovelvs Sdrest

Huttand, ‘%a& nagat §RTHE

{¥iee of the Supevintensdont Plhone: (H02
Fax; {

October 6, 2044

U.S. Department of Education
Application Cantrol Center
Aftention: CFDA Number 84.410A
550 12 Street SW.

Room 703G, Poromac Center Plaza
Washington, DC 20202-4260

Dear Secretaries Duncan and Burwell,

On behalf of Rutland Central Supervisory Union, 1 strongly support the State of
Vermont's application for inttial funding under the Preschool Development Grants —
Fxpansion Grants opportunity. Rutland Central Supervicsm'\' Union currently serves 44
four-vear-olds at or below 200% of federal poverty level in the towns of Proctor, Rutland
Town and West Rutland.

As described in the attached Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) between the State
of Vermont and Rutland Central Supervisory Union, this grant application wili enable
our supervisory union and Children's Center at the Union Church Proctor: Rutland
County Parent Child Center; Staftord Children's Center; Northshire Day Schoo and
Rutland C ounty Head Start to deliver high-quality preschool services to six add fitional
chigible children in our high-need community and to enhance our preschool program
infrastructure and capacity to deliver our high-guality preschool programs, Our MQU
with the state contains the required standard set of terms and conditions, scope of work
and authorized signatures.

Again, I strongly urge vou to fund this application. 1f 1 can be of further assistance,
please do not hesitate to call me at 862-775-4342, ext, 101,

T

Sincerely,

Débra Tavior, PhD.
/ Superintendent of S¢h

g‘u]b

attachment

PR/Award & 541381500308
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CONTIINIY, -

Qctober 6, 2014

U.S. Department of Education
Application Control Center
Attention: CFDIA Number 84.419A
550 12th Street, SW.

Room 7039, Poromac Center I’Iéza

Washington, DC 20202-4260
TDiear Secretaries Duncan and Borwell,

O behadf of Rutiand Community Programs (Rutland County Tead Start), 1 and my Head Start
Program’s Parent Policy Council strongly support the Stare of Verment's application for Initial
Funding under the Preschool Developtent Grants — Expansion Grants opportunity. Kutland County
Head Start currently serves 64 d-year-olds at or betow 200% of foderal poverly level in Rutland
County, Vermont, Our Head Start program actively engages parents and families using the Head
Start Porent, Family, and Communily Fagagement Eramework, Premoting Family Engagement and

School Beadiness from Prenaicl fo Age 8.

45 desoribed in the attached Memorandum of Undersianding (MOU) betwesn Vermont and Ruttand
County Head Start, this grant applica{.ion will enable the Head Start program to deliver high-quatity
preschool services to eligible children in our high need community and to enhance our preschool
program infrastructure and capacity deliver our high-quality preschool progranis. Our statf will
actively engage the parents and families of the additional children served by this fundiug

spportumity. Our MOU with the State contains the required standard set of terms and conditions,

scope vl work, and authorized signatures.

- Lieitesti Wy Misnhioe feoney
PR/Award # S41§B150008 T
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Again, I stongly urge you 1o fund this application. If T can be of further assistance, please do not

hesitate to call me at (8027 775-8225.

mmmmmmmmm P

(b)(6)

L e
£ ek COurcelle

Administrator

PR/Award & 541381500308
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Cctaber §, 2014

U8, Department of Hducation
Applicgion Control Center
Atention: CFDA Numnber 844154
330 12t Sweetl, 5W

Foom 7039, Polomac Cender Plaza
Washington, D 202004260

Traar Seorefaries Duncan gnd Burwell,

{On behalf of Rutland Northeass Supervisory Umion, | strengly supportthe Stale of Vermont's
application for Initlal Funding wnder the Preschoo! Development Grants - Fxpansion Grants
opportunity. The Butland Northeast Supervisory Union currently sorves 35 4ovear-olds at or
pelow 200%; of federal noverty level in the towns Brandon, Chittenden, Goshen, Leicester,
Mendon, Pittsford, Sudbury and Whiting.

As described in the attached \izfmm angium of Understanding (MOU) between the State of
YVermont and Rutlend Northeast Supervisory Unlon, this grant appiication will enable Rutland
Naortheast Supervisory Union and BEarly Learning Partners to deliver of highequality preschoul
services 1o 10 additional eligible children in our nigh sood compiunity and to enhance ouy
preschool program infrastructire and capacity to debver our gh-guality preschood programs.
Our MOU with the State containg the required standard set of wrma and conditions, scope of
work, and authorized signaiures,

Again, | strongly urge you 16 fund this application. If | can be of further assistance, pleasc do not

hesitaie ty call me at (802 247-5757, axt. 1H

Seanné Colling
Superintendent of Schoois

PR/Award & 541381500308
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frnpis do

Serving Windhem
& Windser Comnties

TRENE

' varmort 05158
12027224575
. B00.454.9357
. fax 802.722 4508
: SE‘JEG@SE‘!CE.DFQ

WAL SEYIR 07T

9 Buck Drivel -

o estrainster”

SOUTHEARTERY YERMOLT SOMMUNITY SITION

October 6, 2014

U.5. Department of Education
Application Control Center
Attention; CFDA Number 84.419A
550 12th Sirect, SW.

Room 7039, Potomac Center Plaza

Washington, DC 202024260
Dear Secretaries Duncan and Burwell,

On behall of the Southeastern Vermont Community Action Head Start, | and my
Head Start Program’s Parent Poliey Council strongly support the State of Vermont's
apphication for Initial Funding under the Preschool Development Grants — Fxpansion
Grants opportunity. The Southeastern Vermont Community Head Start currently
serves thirty-three 4-year-olds at or below 200% of federal poverty level in Windsor
County. My Head Start program actively engages parents and families using the Head
Start Parent, Family, and Community Engagement Framework, Promoting Family

Engagement and School Readiness from Prenaial 10 4ge 8.

As deseribed m the attached Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) herwveen
Verment and Vermont Community Action H;ead Start, this grant application will
enable my Head Start program to deliver high-quality preschoel services to additional
eligible children in our high need community and to enhance our preschool program
nfrastructure and capacity to deliver our high-quality preschool programs. Qur staff
will actively engage the parents and families of the additional children served by this
funding opportunity. Our MOU with the Stme contains the required standard set of

terms and conditions, scope of work, and authorized signatures,

PR/Award & 541381500308
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SORTHEABTERN VERMONT LOMBMEMNITY AT2TION

Again, | strongly urge you to fund this application. If1 can be of further assistance,

e sisieniie  please do not hesitate to call me at (802) 885-6669,
i Lt Qofh :
vemige Y

Sieerels
{b)(6)

Lon Canteld —

Head Start Director

bt W

& Minnsos Couriies

COMMUNITY
¢

CRiTS
FRETERVENTION

&1 Bk Drive

Westrainsier -

L Yermon: D5 158
"§07.722.457
800.464.5951 [

tax 802722 4508

sEvia@Eeeves. Org . -

L mLSEVIE.DYG
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Southwest Vermont Supervisory Union

246 South Stream Road
Bennington, Vermane 052019003

Telephene: B02.447.7501
FAX: 802-447-0475

October 8, 2014
U.S. Department of Education
Application Control Center
Attention: CFDA Number 84.419A
550 12th Street, SW.
Room 7039, Poiomac Center Plaza

Washington, DC 20202-4260
Dear Secretaries Duncan and Burwell,

On behalf of the Southwest Vermont Supervisory Union, [ strongly support the State of Vermont’s
application for Initial Funding under the Preschool Development Grants — Expansion Grants
opportunity. The Supervisory Union currently serves a number of 4-year-olds at or below 200% of
federal poverty level in the towns of Bennington, North Bennington, Pownal, Shaftsbury and
Woodford.

As described in the attached Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) b.elween Vermeont and Southwest
Vermont Supervisory Union, this grant application will enable the Southwest Vermoni Supervisory
Union to deliver high-quality preschool services to 85 additional cligible children in our high need
community and 1o enbance our preschool program infrastructure and capagcity to deliver our high-
quality preschool programs. Our MOU with the State contains the required standard set of terms and

conditions, scope of work, and anthorized signatires.

Again, I strongly urge you to fund this application. I I can be of further assistance, please do not hesitate

to call me ar (802) 447-7501

Sincerel 7
P ,W/;
-{ﬁ\-"- "f’%:?’a{:f Py f’!
&

James R. Culkeen !

£

Superintendent

Bennington, Mt. Anthony Union High School, North Bennington, Pownal, Shafisbury, Woeodford

PR/Award & 541381500308
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SPRINGFIELD SCHOOL DISTRICT

Zazhary Mclavghlin GVt (802) 885-5141 x16
Sugerintendent of Springfield School District | et

Springfiald, Vermont 051568
GO Park Street

Springfield, VT 05156

Website: www.ssdvt.org

Getober 6, 2014

U5 Department of Education
Application Control Center
Attention:CFDA Number 84,4194
550 124 Sureet, SW,

Room 7034, Potomas Center Plaza
Washington DC 202(02-4260

Dear Secretaries Duncan and Burwell,

Un behalf of the Springfield School District, 1 strongly support the State of Vermont's application for Initial Funding
under the Prescheo! Development Grants - Expansion Grants opportunity. The Springfieid School District curremtly
serves twenty-three 4-yesr-olds at or below 200% of federal poverty level in a part-time pre-k program in the

rown of Springfeld.

As described in the attached Memorandum of Understanding between Vermont and Pre-K Partnership of
Soringfield School District this grant application will enable the Springfield School District to deliver high quality
preschoel services to 12 additinnal eligible children in our high need community and to enhance our preschos!
program infrasteucture and capacity to deliver our high guality preschool programs for a total of 25 eligibie
children. Our MOU with the State contains the required standard set of terms and conditions, scope of work, and

authorized signatures,

Again, | strongly urge vou to fund this application. I 1 can be of further assistance, please do not hesitate to calt me
at (802} 885-1150, '

Sincergly, ™~

Melaughiin

Superintendent of Springfield Schosl District

PR/Award # 54188150008
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SPRINGFIELD SCHOOL DISTRICY

60 Park Strest
Springfield, Vermont 05156
Website: www.ssdvi.org

Gladys Colling

Early Education Coordinator
10 Hoover Strest
Springfield, VT 05156

{80:2) 885-1150

October 6, 2014

tLS. Department of Education
Application Control Center
Attertion:CFDA Number 84,4194
550 17 Streetf, SW.

Room 7039, Potenmac Center Plaza
Washingron DC 20202-4268

Dear Sscretaries Duncan and Burwell |

On behalf of the Pre-K Partnership of Springfield School District, | strongly sunpart the State of Vermont's
application for Initial Funding under the Preschool Development Grants - Expansion Grants opportunity, The
springfleld Schoc] District currently serves twenty-three 4-year-olds at or below 200% of federal poverly level ina

part-day pre-k program in the town of Springheld.

As described in the attached Memeorandum of Understanding between Vermont and Pre-K Partnership of
Springfield Sthool District this grant applcation will enable the Springfield School District to deliver high quality
preschook services to 12 additional eligible children in our high need community and to enhance our preschool
program infrastructure and capacity to deliver our high quality preschool prograns for a total of 35 eligible
children. Our MOU with the State contains the required standard set of terms and conditions, scope of work, and

authorized signatures.

Again, | strongiy urge you to fund this application. (f [ can be of further assistance, please do not hesitate to call me
at {862) 885-1150. '

Cipiraralts

(b)(6)

Gladys Collins

Pre-K Coordinator of Springfietd School District

PR/Award & 541381500308
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The St. }ﬁhnsbury Sch{ml District

17‘.57 Westem Avenue
St johasbury, VT 05619

Margaret Ranny Bledsoe, Phhb, Superingmrdent/School brpropement Divector
fant Halse, Direcior of Sfudatt Suuport Services Katheyn Ducharme, Business Mangger
% vp 7

October 7. 2014

ULS. Department of Education
Appiteation Contrel Center
Avention: CFDA Number 84.419A
550 124h Street, SW.

Room 7029, Potomac Center Plaza
Washington, DC 20202-4260

Dear Secretaries Duncan and Burwell |

On behalf of the St Johnshury School District, 1 strongly support the State of Vermont’s application
for Inftial Funding under the Preschool Development Grants - Expansion Grants opporiunity. The
§t. Johnsbury School Disirict currently serves 130 4-vear-olds at or helow 200% of federal poverty

teved in the wwns of St Johnsbury.

A3 deseribed in the attachied Memorandum of Undersianding (MOU) between Vermeont AOE and
The St Johnshury School District this grant application will enable the our Schoo! Disirict 1o
collaborate with jocal providers and the St Johnsbury School to expand our PreK services for
children already enrolled n PreSchool and to provide additional stots so that we can provide high-
quality preschoo] services for all of the 4-vear olds of our cormmunity. Thiz is an exsential need for
our high need community and we expect this 1o be transformative in termis of the academie and
social vuteomes of our students, Our MOU with the State contains the required standard set of terms
and conditions, scope of work, and autherized signatures, :

Again, I strongly urge you to fund this spplication. T can be of farther assistance, plesse do not
hesttate 1o call me at (802) 745-2791,

Sincerely,

bu.pef sllli.-l“ldt,ﬂ’;

Chier Visionz: “Every ohild who walks thraugh our deors will leave prepared fo veabize their dreams STor the futvre”
Phone 802-748-8912/8616 Fax: BUR-745-1095/2542 “www.sljsd.org

PR/Award & 541381500308
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Windham Central Super\risory {nion ' wwssfingnamcentral org
1218 Vermont Route 3¢ < Townshend, VT 05353 windham Central wilt provide member districts wilh the lsadership
#02-365-8510 phons % B02-355-7934 fax and resources to ensure a strong education system for all students,

October 6, 2014

[1.S. Department of Education
Application Control Center
Attention: CFDA Number 84.419A
550 12th Strect, SW.

Room 7039, Potomag Center I'laza

Washington, DC 20202-4260
Dear Secretaries Duncan and Burwell,

On behalf of the Windham Central Supervisory Unien, | strongly support the State of Vermont’s application for Initial
Funding under the Preschool Developmeni Grants - Expansion Grants opportunity, The Windham Central Supervisory
Union currently serves an estimated 15 number of 4-year-olds ai or below 200% of federal poverty level in the towns

of Dover, Wardsboro, Jamaica, Newfane and Brookline.

As described in the attached Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) between VT AOE and Windham Central
Supervisory Union, this grant application will enable the our _X__ Supervisory Union program__and __(Timson Hill
Preschool, Sunny Lane Daycare, Mt. Snow Déycare, Rock River and Hilitop Mentessori] to deliver high-quality
preschool services to 15 additional eligible children in our high need communities and to cnhance our preschool
program infrastructure and capacity to deliver our high-quality preschool programs. Our MOU with the State contains

the required standard set of terms and conditions, scope of work, and autborized signatures.

Again, [ strongly urge you to fund this application. If I can be of firther assistance, please do not hesitate to call me at
{802) 365-9510

a&v% ﬂ%./'

Steven B. Joha E4.D.

Sincerely

Superintendent

WCEH will | placs students at the senter of cur deciston-making.
..Ul trust and respect by acting ethically, transparently, and with integrity,
...operate as & communily of learners, committed te developing the skills and capabilities of all
..collaborate, share and seak creafive sslutions.  PR/Award # S419B150008
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Windham Southeast Supervisory Union
53 Green Street
Brattieboro, VT 05301
B02-254-3755
QOctober 6, 2014

U.S. Department of Fducation
Application Contral Center
Auention: CFDA Number 84.419A
550 12th Street, SW,

Room 7039, Potomac Center Plaza
Washington, DC 20202-4260

Dear Secretaries Duncan and Burweli,

On behalf of the Windham Southeast Supervisory Union {WSESLTY, { strongly support the State of
Vermont's application for Initial Funding under the Preschool Development Grants — Expansion Grants
opportunity. The WSESU currently serves approximately 80 4-year-oids at or below 200% of federal -

poverty level in the towns/counties of Brattieboro, Dummerston, Guilford, Putney, and Vernon.

As deseribed in the attached Memorandum of Understanding (MO berween Vermout acd WSESU,

this grant application will enable the our Supervisory Union and

* The Neighborhood Schoolhouse *  The Winston Prouty Farly Learning

» Hilltop Montessori Schoal Preschool Center

* Brattleboro Nursery School * Sprouts Early Learning Cooperative

+  West Bee Nursery School *  Mulberry Bush Early Learning Center

to detiver of high-quality preschool services 1o 06 additional eftgible children in our high need
comrrunity ‘and to enhance aur preschool program infrastructure and capaciiy to deliver our high-
quality preschool programs. Gur MOU with the State contains the required standard set of terms and
conditions, scope of work, and authorized signatures.

Again, [ strongly urge vou to fund this application. If [ can be of funther assistance, please do not hesitate
to call me at {802) 254-3730),

Sincerely,
7] T
& F{Li?_;y- ”’éjfm_’-

Ron Stakley, Supeﬂh&nd&nt of Schools
Windham Southeast Supervisory Union

PR/Award & 541381500308
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WINDSOFR NORTHWEST SUPERVISORY UNIGN

Serving the Schools and Commumities of Fethel Grawville, Naveock, Piitsield, Fochester, Stoe

¥ B 398
mu.ne%_, YVermont 501170348

Octobyer 3, 2014

U Department of BEducation

marcm Control Center

SEUA Mumber 84 4 10A
FRSCTS

ff’ﬁurr; ”"’ﬁ.\wr Potomas

‘wu%"lﬂl"“(}ri oo

™

Diear Secretartes Doncan and Burwell

Ca behall of the Windsor Norihwest S upervisory Lnion, [ strongly support the

State of Vermont’s application for Initial Funding zmdﬁ the Preschook

Bevelopment Grants - Expansion Grants cpportunity. The Windsor Northwest

vigory Unidon eusrently serves 19 :E. ur-vear-clas al or helow 200% of
of Bathe

eral poveriy level in the towns n’i{}Ch"Eﬁ‘L 2y and Stockh ’dgv

. ~
:“ﬁ_,{‘;_:}‘f_'i

o
L’*‘

As described in the aitached Memorandum of Understanding (MO bc"‘w e
Yerrmont and Windsor N <')'§"§"¥'1wf-“v P Saporvisory L mem, Lrs& grant app Tt 1 will
anahie the our Suparvi ory Unton to deliver o ¢ y preschoc sgrvices
o 10 wdditional elig nildren :2.;._1 our high need commuinity and  enhanoe
ouir preschool pragram nfras a1ty to deliver our highe guality
preschoul programs. Our MOU sin oontains the required standard
sez of ferms a2 onditions, scope of worls and authorized signaturss,

wo i can b_. of further

Agrin, I s

angly Urge you w fund
"zS"&K;LuI“' A o

please do not I

D oy g e s
PSR f:,':}'.s

- Alison Powden
peruendent
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_‘"%“f%f'E:N@Q{}}P SOUTHEAST SUPERVISORY UNION m&ﬁﬂz u,;}z, “Zﬁzsz

Havtland » Wedthierstield » "vcst Windsor » Windset School Distrins ﬁ?éjé% i —wwu‘
i T e

IG5 Main Streetl, Spite 200 « Winddor, Varmant. 05089 EDEE R ':'_ e~ e -

(R07) 674-2144 © fax FR02) 674-6357

October 6, 2014

U5, Department of Education
Application Control Center
Attention: CFDA Number 84 4104
3536 12th Streer, SW.

Room 7039, Potomac Cenier Plaza
Washington, DC 20202-4260

Dear Secretaries Duncan and Burwell,

On behall of the Windsor Southeast Supervisory Union, I strongly support the State of
Vermont's application for Inftlal Funding under the Preschool Development Grants —
Expansion Grants opportunity, The Windsor Southeast Supervisory Union currently serves
fen 4-year-olds at or below 200% of federal poverty level in the towns of Windsor, West
Windsor, Weathersfield, and Hartland.

As deseribed iy the attached Memorandum of Understanding l’VEOU) between Vermont and
The Windsor Seutheast Supervisory Union, this grant application will enable the Supervisory
Union to deliver high-quality preschool services to 18 additional eligible children in our high
need community and 1o enhance our preschool propram infrastructure and capacity ta deliver
our high-quality preschool programs. Our MOU with the State contains the required siandard
sei of terms.and conditions, scope of work, and authorized signatures.

Again, T strongly urge you 1o fund this application. If T can be of further assistance, please do
not hesitate to call me ai (802) 802-674-2144.

o A
qfnfee_.reiy S
L i A ‘
s //’ wed o

:
TS
i L

“W-“\-\.

David W, Baker
Superintendent of Schools
Windsor Southeast Supervisory Linion

PR/Award # 541381500308
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Director of Support Services and Early Learning
Winnoski School Disteict
&0 Normand St. Winooski, VT 05404
B02-333-6085
QOctober 6, 2014

U1.8. Department of Education
Application Control Center
Atiention: CFDA Nugober 844194
550 12th Sweet, SW.

Room 7039, Potomac Center Plaza
Washington, DC 20202-4260

Dear Secretaries Duncan and Burwell,

On behalf of the Winooski School District I strongly support the State of Vermont's application for
Tnitial Funding under the Preschool Development Grants — Expansion Grants opportunity. The
Winooski School District currently serves 23 4-year-olds at or below 200% of federal poverty level in.

the city of Winooski, which is in Chittenden County.

As descnbad in the attached Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) between Vermont and Winooski
School District, this grant application will enable the our dismict and Head Start program{s) 10 deliver
of high-quality preschool services to 15 additional eligible children in our high need community and to
enhance our preschool program infrastructure and capacity to deliver our bigh-quality preschool

~ programs. Qur MOU with the State contains the required standard set of terms and conditions, scope of

wark, and authorized signatures,

Again, | strongly urge you to fund this application. £ T can be of further assistance, please do not hesitate
to call me at (802) 383-6082.

Sincerely,
{b)(e)

Robin B. Hood, E4.D.

Director of Support Services and Early Learning

PR/Award & 541381500308
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MOU EXPLANATION

Al 33 subgrantees signed the same draft MOU., We have included one copy ol
the drati MOU, and the signature pages for all of the subgrantees.

PR/Award & 541381500308
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BRAFT

RUBGRANTEER
PRELIMINARY MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING

(Final MOE {0 be submitied 98 duys afier Siale voceivag avraed, this 3 3 prelivinary, deaft BOU 46

patantigh interest from esch anbgrantes;

s Mesiiorandmn of Undersingdin

MO s enteredt o by and Hebween VT Asensy of

{Uiead Agonoy "iu and Adcison Central Supgrvisory Undon (“Suberamtes™). The

fihig {1F‘"E'L7"Hl"f’i 510 asi 1?:

A anh £RRIL

tsh a owework of collsboration. gy well o aviculaie specific roles

and responsibilites m suppont of the Saee in i mplementation of an spproved Preschool Develonaiem
Grants--FExpangion-Grant.

i ropresents that 5

Sorees o impleinent those portians of the State Plan ndicsted In Bxidbin L

T Has alf requisite pawer and suthority 1o exscute and falfl the s of thas RIGLU,

3} s familiar with the Smte’s Preschoo! Development Crranie--Expangion Grant Application and &
supporive of aad cotunitted to working oo &l applicable portions of the State Plon;

4% Wil implement the Seope of Wokl in idubi | eonsistent with the Budeget inohnded in seotion VR of
she Staio Plan finciuding existing funds, 17 sy, thet the Subgraptes 1 using for activities and services that

hielp arhicve the outommas of the Siate Plany and

b o

3y WH compiy with 2l of the remag of the Proseheol B ;3 ansion Granis--Fxpanddon Grant, s

agreement, aud alf aoplicable Fedees] and Swte laws and roguistions, including laws and repaintions

agpi:ca’i}‘éﬁ w0 ‘;%.ze. f resci 100 L‘ Eat\iw*f‘sr f.x‘lml,‘:-----;,m:‘ STCR R fitet

and e n

iteaihe provisions of

L 8g, U7, 98 and 99, and the debarment and suspenafan

 the tasks and aciiviiies desuribed in the State’s Preschoo!

Laevsinpraent {

rant &“I‘ESC”“MEB\_ the Subgrantes wiils

Y Bmnlement the Subgronee Seone of Wik 1 Exbibi Dol this aoreement;

ey

21 Make g;re,mzers*.:::.b for Higl reschect poprams 1o be provided by §

et

Al with }.i;'ji}i"u',‘.-"{ﬂ?mi{.‘,';}' Ha

-

#f the Stawe Plas (ncluding the existing fards

s Federal, State, private, and keeal sowves,

V:

i any, ?-.l'i at thy Subygrantce s using i saniove the
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autcomes in the Preschoc] Development Grante-Expansion Grany Plany and with the Suberaniee’s
Budger included in Bxhibit 1 of tus agreemen,

43 Avtively participate iy ail relevant mestiogs oy sther svents that are organkzed or spamsored by the
State, by the U5, Deparument of Edocation {(“EI" ) or by the U8 Department of Heaith and Hueman
Services {CHEHS™Y,

5; Postio any Web oite specified by dhe State, BD, or HHS, in a fimely menner, all non-propristary
products and lessons tearned devaloped vsing Federa! funds awarded under the Preschool Development
Orams—Lxpansion Urang

, a5 requestad, &y any evaluvations of fhis prant condusted by the State, BD, o HMS

G“!

pAE]

7} Be responsive to Sate, BB, or HES requesis for project information including on 'ﬂ.u siatus of the
; Pt B
rqicct im;*mmemztmn, cutcornes, snd eny probleme anvicipated o encountered, consistent with

8y Provide resosrchors with ancess, oonsis

tert wilh requirements o all apriicable Federul, State, and

iocal privacy laws. 1o svaiiable data regarding the snroliment and schao! readiness of Eligibic Children
Statz Pr Gl F of Frograms;

%y Implomoent sulivrally and Bnguistically vesnonsive oureash ang comnunication eiforts 1o enoll

isolated or bard-to-reash famities; help families build protesiive {actors; and engage parents and families

JF»IL,

a8 dentsinp-makers in heir childeen®s odosation;

H1} Mimimire local adminisirative costs; and

P1F Pavper with LEAs or other Barly Desraing Providers. as appropriste, to carry out activities that will
preveide children and thelr famiiies with suscesstul transitons fom presehool inte kindergamen.

BLEAD AGENCY RESBONSIRILITIRS

It assisiing the Bubgrantes o implementing its msks wnd aelivities deseribed in the Preachoo!

- Dewvalopment Grants—Expansion Grant applicetion, the Lead Agency will;

1) Work collaburatively with the Subgranies and suppurt the Subgranies i carrying out the Subgrantes’s

Scope of Werld, as wentified in Exbibit 1 of this agreement;

+

2% Award i a mely manner the porfion of F

reschoo! Develooment Granta~—Expansiem Grant fu

‘ nds
desrauated for the Subgrantes in the Phen during the vourse of the project period and in ':c:‘—\erd?'r»

i
Wil

the Sisgrantes Soape of Wark, a8 idensified in Fxhibit §, and v accordancs with the Subgranice’s

edentifed in B f‘%lbiv it

31 Provige feedback on tie Suborasice’s stasus updates, any terim reparts, and project plans and

4} Keep the Subgravics informod of the siatus of the State’s Praschool Develorment Grants--Expansio

AAPLLGS

Cirarn projeet aed seal ipet froam the Subgraniee, where relevans vo the portion vl the Sat: pian that the

Sub ARG 48 i J;J ﬁ‘%ﬁl‘l'.,tlm
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t.ﬂ

b Foaiiiate coordipation across Subganiess necessary o implement the State 1’1:111'

&1 Idenify sources of techuioad assistance by the project and
T Menitor Subpramstes's nplemeniation of § El kit w] v Presclhwo] Programs,

€ JGINT RESFONSIRILITIES

17 The Lead Agency and the Subgrantes will inplement the State Plan conststent with the desoription of
thie poles end responsibilities cutlined in the State’s aopheation and m the Scoge of Work m Exinkit ],

v The Lead Agency and ihe Sobgrantee will 2ach appoint 8 koy coneer nerson for the Preschool
‘?ﬂv“a“me SF Orsnts--Expansion Grans

by These key comvausy Trom the Lead Apsney mnd the Sulsranise wilbmainiain Trequent communication

to fheiiitate sooperation vrder ths MOU, consisient with the Suie Plap and governanae siucure.

_ Ageney and Subgraniee personnet will work together 1o derarming appropeiate timelines for
sroject updaies aid steluz repornts throughout the grant penad,

1

£y Loag Ageney and Subgrantee pov
i

nnel will nogonaie In good fanh wwe achieving the overali goals

1
Fehe State’s Preschool Developmaont Grants--Expansion Grant, moluding wihnw the Srate Dian requires
modifications that stfect ¢

e Bubngranice, or when the Subgranies”™s Scoge of Work requires madificanions;

55 The Lead Agency and the Subgrantee will devize plans 1o sustain High-Oualicy Preschou! Programs
afier the mrant perind, nchding any non-Federal support it the Seteor Sebgrantess play to conteie,

7y The Lead Ag
instrnckiongi tmls, family engagemen, crass-seetar and comprohensive sarvives efforts, professional

H

rand the Subgraatee will coordinate plans related to sssessments, data sharg,

dgevelopment. snd workforce aid leadershin development; and

A% The Lesd Agency aud the Subgrantes will comdinaie, but no? suppiant, the <.1r:;i‘!1.=ez"-'-'

Preschoo! Programs funded onder this grant with sxasting services for proschool-aged o

i appiicabls, programs end seivices supportad through tide T of the ESEA, part C and secting ¢
B of HEA, subtitle VIR of the McKinnoy-Yonte Act, the Head Start Act, and the Chyl
Dencalorment Block Grang Aot

T STaTE RECOURSE IV THE EVENT OF SUBGEA T3 PERFORM

e rice 15 ol mesking 48 goals, timelines, budgel, o annual
trgels, o is in som p;ﬂ isabbe recuiramenis, the Lead Aga?‘scy will fake

apbrepsieg caloroement noiude zmnatmg; 5 eoliaborative nrocess by which §

u,ihp o resolve we heiwaen th Lead Ageney and the Subgrantes, or indlating suck

g

enlrroeiment meanures a8 are ai'w’c.il:—}b]e ter the Lead Agency, mder appiisablie § deeal law
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This Memarandum of Understanding may be amended onls: by written agreement signed by cach of the
parties myvolved, in consuhation with ED and HIIE.
IV, DURATION

This Memorandum of Understanding shalt be effective, beginning with the date of the last shgnsture
e el B Fa . : - H . - 1 - .
hereon and ending union the expization of the Presciiool Development Grants--Expansion Grang projiect

neriod.
V. SIGNATURES

Authorized Representative of Lead Agency:

{b)B)
Ciotobey §, 2012
Bigamtire Coace

Eebecon Halecombe

Authorized Fepreseniative of Subgraniee:
{b)(®)

Signature Erade

Print Mame Tiite
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A

B (Lead Ageneyt AND

2d Ageney) amd subyrs

e hereby agreos to partinapate o
the atate Plar, as de el in *_L,e: state’s upplication. and more spectfically commis to undertake
the tasks and senivities describad n detail below. In addition, the Vermaont Apency of Fdneaiion

and subgranes wili collaborate to establish Performance dleasares for any aspeets of te stae”

nhan that the subarantes is implemenan
| Gutection e of Pariehmtion _. }. f‘t‘“ff:rm; mee }?Juirﬁ contar |
(,.rifat'iﬂhi  Type of Participation . Peasnre {F P oban
o o o - apmhosbiel
| Gewpral / E, i Rlgn v 0 Frrat B4 dans S wpplicable
tabgranios .! . '_
fuenerat 1 VT AOE: ' Stend planniag Mestns  devaie Jg;’ YT ; En;ii !
subgrantes somdiidunhzed scope of work ncluding wfmmm a5 develop  4oapiroved
: § peviprmanas measures in the firs 90 days | individuaiized seope REOPS of
! §of werk plons Eowigri pians

‘CGemeral | VT ADE; 1 & o be negonated SLED
i subgrasives { dduring the 2 St poriod | : records :
: elopment, eoordination, teckmical ' '
e I i assi -, and othey purposss. -
- Genvral | subgrantees  express commimient 10 sresting  Appropriatc U ingividudize |

: OVIng 1€ ‘;emg. rolving guality o | laogeage Inverted n § 4 approved
; : fs wling on individuabized work  © scone of
: 't'ki’)ﬁf anved fooal g \{(:ilf‘]ﬁr‘!ﬂ;{\ nlans, s plane cworplens
: 1 mébviduaiized work plany : ' :
S PVTACE D Sibgrant at east 93% of Tunds "t o \r‘? 4(??

:omore high neotds commonities

: s nc‘{‘ B WO aT ot
L miors Hkh nesds
Ceommunit

I
T
=
o
:—f

GRITRT

oy eschoeol TrQETHT

pIETH

sl ranian
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L Epbeciion
[

P fterinm
1

1

| Farficipatiog

Bariy

Fype of Participation

Perfurmanes
Bhensors (i
spniigahles

D Decnmental |
113 :

or providing

hachator's degree;
SHETLSIVE 380V

CERTIE

TRy

L auhgramices

ahgrantees

VT ADE T

thgrarieey

THhe Yolos wd mamm!bll thus oF .
Rt ing the project
s pran ol c;rsv de:sr f

CACY S ambitious n:\d achievable
amsual tergets incorporgiad eie subgrantes
eocal plang

YT AOE
plan

" subgrantes
| pian

Te be nagotiared

O im cosrdination with cach
Zgrantoe, sustaing gh quahity preschoot
programs after the grant period, ir:c"ﬁin g
any nu-Foderal support that the VT 4 F;
i ubpranise commiBs 0 conir lbb‘&‘

GTABE

wLA

s e ]

TN

Y

T be

© plar

l aubgrantes
i Fu.u,

| subprantes
L reporting;
1 W AOR

| reporing
H ‘f‘,.

Tebe 'rn:'mru*ud

e

VT ACE

ol 51

How the V7T ADE ;.&11’ to suplement high
iy proschoot prograris, inciuding tho

snirations p:ﬁC“E‘J aud existing
astivcturs of e subgrant#e 10 provide
ol progroms, eithey
throneh an paﬂy

ik

v

highy quality presche

o tdireetly

i Learning Provider or Providess, and

| nresct

afe the aelivery o1 hig
;_c_u_’zi {’ST’l'Jf’N'Ti‘
How VT 2 nsare that each

sEEranies sm’mmizes ‘epal adonnigkss

TOETS

coordi b guality

Ta be negutiated

! enhgrantee
pion

To be negoniated | V1 ADE

sitneraytes
FEDUITILY

cthe VT AOE i suborantae will
'T”\t the FLPE to ensure ey are
eving high ouality preschool programs

¢ Te be negoviated

YT AGE
A
subpiantes
nia;

mibgyonwe
| Teporing

How ifte VT AGE
coortiipaie
{ate sharis

I {;3 i)

ard the subgrn

pans relaisd 1 Asssesy
i, strnctions!
2TFTIL, EYONE-S8CTOI )

onis,
iy

EVT AL
C subuss

HAAARY

anes will

VT AOE
- wlan;

Ter be nagodaed

T Al sud ;. e
vt Wit e al"m.(u,

Toben

(':'n;_
dirernnize
3 TEROTI
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%ﬂ"f%‘;an Do rtichnatin | Performanee I Dacamentat |
j "'?” Faricpateg ' Measure (f fnn :
Triterion . Pariy i :

appiicable)

" =35 supporied throus : .
Ciltle i G?* ‘h\, ‘,8 ;ﬁrt oand s{vc“iav's fe CURERTHRE
_' ci part B ofﬁ,}Eu subsitle VIER oF the |

: 1-\am1':\:—\-' grt Ay, the Mead Siar &ef

sng the Child Cave and Deveiomnent I
- Biuck Grant Act . .
C¥low e subgrantes will inls o he negotisied b
| exton: pracsicahls, hiwi“ ' LB
| prograwe for elig : | sobgrantes
i scppermically diverse, e !utw‘: g | reportng,

mchiding those that serve children from ; ?
s above 200 percent !
sty Line ! !

of t}‘e - ey

RS e ¢ Heow e iqa‘-\rjg.r' toe Wi Geliver high { To be negotiated | mhgrames
| guality preschool programs te eligible : Foplan,

; g | children, inctuding efigiivie children who . suhgramee

| razy be i need of additional supports, l | reporting

| . inciuditg but not Himited te those whe E; i i

: i | have, divabiites o devslopmenal delave; ;

; ! are English leavners; reside on “indian

i i Frnds''; ave misrarn ; v 'hara;.lcm akem ;

i ! the cidfd welfies 2y '

' trisal wreas] we fro ! P !

: | R 'ifirfcrx as ddentified by e mate : : g
{EHS CWT ADE, S AGE will shsure the subgraniee  Ta e negotiated : ’v"L ACE

wmibgrantees lmpmr envs ewiturally und Hagnistioslly

TEAD LS 'VG ut‘re?m “E d "GIHT"‘JT‘ C tion

y eflurts 1o eneoll : plan;
i ¢ with elfgibie ob . subgmnien
srtd-to-renck fo L reporiing

protective ia,r.‘.t{}i's; and eng
faailies as devigion-ma

chifdren's sdueation

HES paresds and | i
5 b kel

|
|
|

(BT o Frowe WY 3¢ negofiaked
!
. pacmsrsfips henvearn & Lh sungrantes and ;
: C AL or sibwr vasty koartping providers, os

i . ' ppmm.m,‘ inclading partners with 1 EAs
. or other early Jeamimg providers o cary
antiviries t‘M rrovide childran and :
fibiee with suceesslul tunstions
Hool v kindergarien; provide
{ RO e

il l HevEIOpEent

Contiy .‘(mn__ T

serviees f‘;u
B
]
i
i
b
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| Sefection | Partic Apaiine

Performnncs

'1aacum::=*tat
: 3051:

D friterion | Favty | Type of Partisipasion - Bedsure if
: : . ) s SppRESRDIEY
\ appropriate facilities; develop and i
; Jatpiemen: o Ry sromatic procadiee [or :.
sharing data and ather records consiskens
with Federal ana stzis Taw; and wiilize
c i: S i e 114! 1;:; :
(E3ik; VT A filian w 3 T be negotiated
: bocontisumn by improving wrensitions for
: | it through ags flve throngh coordiucing
¢ with other eariy educuzion and care E

WT fr(,h'::

E R b Tl

LGHD VT AOQE,
i subgraniee
| (s D W AGE,

! | subgrasiee

o nrograms and shild care e
providers, and epsiing thit the provision
ool Bigh gquallty preschoot programns wilk

! ot lead o 2 dinshmat v nErvices
- on increased cost o familias for programs
- serving childven from bivth through ans

~
RIAES

VT ADE

: plan;
Eshgranios
prsin; staie
renoriing;

P Te be aogotiated

3 b ensurineg i’m‘l f-l;Eibre a:-hna.;'e-:" @
i weli-prepared for kinderganan, and

! susiﬂidmu the educniional snd

s devetopmestal gaing of elighle children by |
. prameting collaboration sevwoon ’
messchoot a6 Kindergarton feschers: !
: eh]ﬂ.l‘td‘ﬂ‘“ access 1o fall-day kindergarien; }
wieasing (he perventuge of chifdren who |

1
i are able to read and do math s

Ly the end of third grade; sustaining
leved of oarent zud family engagemen,

; gt
©taking smape, or buiiding upon the stens h
i bus “"Kt i, 1o align. &2 minigaan

i [r:\-z:ﬁ,ng standards and expeckations;

3
E
=
P
T
=
ot
Al
=5
e
La ]
!
&
=
o
P
b
5
2
br]
=
it
o

_ ‘..voric:z"'m‘ 38 LOHTDEIENT:
carty lzarning

P
TG

VT A0E

© pkar i
i suppranine |

pian;
thgrunioe

poriing

!
i

s fron. b

" mnmher of chitdren de

ambhon:

sorived 1o i i
and achiovable plan for sach :

e -md

5z

¢ suberanie

DopEtoriing,
| subsranice

To be negofiated
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Soswmaatat |
e} :

Sefertion ' Participaitng I Ty e o Fgﬁ‘"’“fm?f&*

Heetpn | Party I yee of Participstion T‘iiea‘smeh{a.;

: U A . applicabie}
in Yermond will be mshtzined o T
- expanded, ncloding to additional high
_aeed communiiies

- . g T - oA P PTT e e
wypnaters (urhorized Beprosenictive o Lesd Ass

(b)(6)

Signature (Auihorized Regresentative of subgrantee, if applicabls) Diate
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Final MOU to be submitied %0 days after State receives award, thisis a pmlum nary, draft ] draft MO to
establish mtc& est fram each subgrantee)

This Memorandom of Understanding (*"MOGU™} is entered into by and between VT Agency of

~Bducation— ———-(*Lead-Ageneyrand-Addison-Northeast-Sunervisory Union (“Subgrantee™. Thre—

purpose of this agreement is to establish a framework of collaboration, as well as articulate specific roles
and responsibilities in gupport of the Sta‘e in its implementation of an awpmvc:ci Preschool Development
Grants—Expansion Grant,

i ASSURANCES
The Subgrantee herchy certifies and represents that 1
1) Agrees to implement those perﬁoﬁs of the Siate Plan indicated in Exhibit L
2) Has all requisite power and authority to excoule and fulfill the terms of this MOU;

3} Is famikiar with the State’s Preschool De\aciopﬁlcnt Crrants-—-Expansion Grant Application and is
suppodtive of and committed o working on all applicable portions of the State Plan:

4} ‘will implement the Scope of Work in Exhibit I consistent with the Budpet inciuded in section VIII of

- the State Plan (including existing funds, if any, that the Subgrantes is using for activities and services that

help achieve the outeomes of the State Plan); and

| 5) Will comply with all of the terms of the Preschool Expansion Grams-—Expansion Grant, this

agreement, and all applicable Federal and State laws and regulations, including laws and regulations-
applicable 10 the Preschool Development Grams—Expansion Grant, and the applicable provisions of
EDGAR (34 CFR Parts 75, 77, 79, 80, 82, 84, 86, 97, 98 and 60}, and the debarment and suspension
reoulations in 2 CFR Pan 3485,

O PROJECT ADMINISTRATION

. A. SUBGRANTEE RESPONSIBILITIES

In assisting the Lead Agency in implementing the tasks and acfivities described in the State’s Preschool
Developmen: Grants--Expansion Grant appiication, the Subgrantee wilk:

1) Toplement the Subgrantee Scope of Work as idemrified in Exbibit 1 of this agreement;

2} Make artangements for High-Quality Preschool programs {o be provided by Early Leaning Providers
and will appropriately momntior such entities;

3} Abide by the Stave's Budget included in section VI of the State Plan (inchuding the existing fimds
from Federal, State, private, and local sources, if any, that_ the Subgrantee is using (o achieve the
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This Memorandum of Understanding may be amended only by weitten agrsement signied by each of (he
parites involved, in consubtation with 8D and 13HS.
IV, BURATICN

This Memoranduny of Understanding shall be effective, beginning with the date of the last signature
herenn and ending upon e akpjzawn of the Preschool Development Grants--Expangion Gram project
‘Q"l"‘!tld

V. SIGNATURES

Authorized Representative of Lead Agepey:

Ruhwcos Molooanhe Seeratary of Bducation

Auvthorized Representative of Suberantee:

ﬁiéf/m// /z/‘i’““ oy /f ///f '

Signature _ {)aie

ol s il

Prisg Name Tifle
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| Solection | Participating ) Per‘fﬂrmm.zue. j pommmm.r.
| Criterion | Party Type of Participatlon : Mensupre (i i ko :
. : ! i - apphicable) f "
i expanded, including 1o additional tugh
i need commuuaities i
{b)B)
Oefober 5. F1L
Nt o
Slemmture {Futfurized Represontative of Fewd Agenny) Tite
{b)B)
) N /,/ ity
‘ S
# o
Stemature (Authorized Represenugiive of subgrantee, if applivabic) Date
PR/Award # 54158150008
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. SUBGRANTEE o
PRELIMINARY MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING
{Fiual MO to be submitted 90 days sfter State revsives awerd, this is g preliminary, draft MO to
sateblink interest from esch eubarantee)

This Memorandimm of Understanding (“%OU™} ts entered {mio by and betwesn __ VT Asepov of

Education {"Lead Agency™) amd Addison Northwest Supervisory Unjon_(“Subgrantze™), The
purpose of this sgresment is to svighiish & framework of eollaboration, a5 well as artivnlate spesific roles

and responsibitities in support of the Staw in i3 Inmplementation of an approved Preschont Dwelapmant
Grants-—Expension Gramt.

L ASSURANCES
The Subgrantes hereby certifias end represents that it:
1y Agress to imploment fhwse portoss of o Siate Plan Indivated in Fxhibit L
2) Haes ali regnichie power snd authority to evecute and fulfil) the terms of this MOU;

3) Is fariliar with the: State’s Preschool Development Grants--Expansion Grant Application snd is
supportive of and comipitted 1o working on all spplivable portions of the Siate Plan;

4} Will implement the Scops of Work in Exhibit T consistent with the Budget inelnded in section VI of
the Stete Plen (meluding existing funds, If sny, that the Subgranies is vaing for activities and services that
- help schiove the outcomes of the Stte Plan); and

5) Will conply with all of the terms of the Presolico! Bxpansion Grants—Expansion Grent, this
agresment, and all applicnble Federal and Swte laws and regulations, meluding Jaws and regelations
applicable to the Presshool Development Grante—Expansion Grant, and the spplicable provisions of
BDGAR. {34 CFR. Parts 75, 77, 79, 80, 82, 84, 86, 97, 98 and 997, and the debavment and suspension
reguletions in 2 COFR, Pagt 3485,

L PROJECT ADMINISTRATION
A. SUBGRANTEE RESPONSIRILITIES

In assisting the Lead Agency in inplementing the tagks and agtivities described in the State’s Preschoot
Development Jrants—Expansion Grant apphication, the Subgraniee wilk

1) Implemnent the Subgrantee Scope of Work gs identified in Fxbibit I of this rgresment;

3) Make amangements for High-(uatity Preschool programe to be provided by Barly Leaning Frovidars
and will eppropristely moaitor such cntme:s,

3} Abide by the Stmie’y Budpet included in sestion VIII of the State Plax (including the exiating fands
from Federal, Stats, privats, and local sources, if any, that the Subgrantes is using to achiove the
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Thyis Mamoradum of Understending way be emended only by written sgresment signed by sach of thie
parties involved, in consultation with ED and FIHS.
IV. BURATION :

This Memoranduen of Understanding shall be effactiva, beginning with the date of the last signsture
hereon and ending zpon the expiration of the Preschool Development Grants--Expatsion Grent projest
period.

V. SIGNATURES
Authorized Representative of Lead Agenoy!

(b)6)
Orctober 9, 2014
Sigmatug - Date
Rebeoen Holoombe Secretary of Bducation

Authorized Representative of Subgrantes:

Jo P | chw\lmi Ol ?,200¢

Frint Name Title SLLP@*’?“ - By
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' . | " | Performence Boeumentat
Selectlon | Partivlpating | p orperiictpation Measure (if ion
Coiterion | Party “ et
{. expaiydsd, oluding to additional high
f neer sommimities )

Ociober ©, 2014

evid Agescy) Date
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MODEL SUBGRANTEE
MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING

{To be submitted 90 days after State receives award)

This Memorandum of Understanding {“MOU™ is entersd into by and beoween United Children’s
Services {“Lead Agency™) and Bennington County Head Start {*Subgrantec™). The parpose of this
agreement i to esiablsh 2 frameowork of colleharation, a= well as arficulate specific relss and
respansibiliffes in support of the State in is implementation: 6f an approved Preschoo} Development
(rrants—Expansion Grant,

L ASSURANCES

Tie Subgramtee hereby certifies and represents that 1t

VY Agrees to implement thoss portions of the Srare Plan indieated in Tabibit L

23 Has all requisite power and autharity te executs and falfill the torms of this MOLT

3% Is fmmiliar with the State’s Preachoo] Davelopment Gramis—Expansicn Grant Applieation and 15
supportive of and commnitted to working on sl applicable portions of the State Plarg;

41 Will impiement the Scope of Work in Exhibit I consistent with the Budget included v section VITE of
the Btate Plan {nelnding existing fundy, ifany, thal the Subgrantee 12 using for activities and services that
elp achieve the autcomes of the State Plan); and

51 Wil comply with all of the terms of the Proschool Expassion Granms—Expansion Grant, this
agreement, and alt applicable Federal and State faves and regulations. tncluding jaws and regulations
applicabie to the Presehool Developuient Grams—Expansion Crant, aad the applicable provisions of
BDGAR (34 CFR Parss 75, 77, 79, 86, 82, 84, 86, 87, 58 and 99}, and the deharment and snspension
regulations it 2 CFR Part 3485,

I PROJECT ADBUNISTRATION
A, BUBGRANTEE RESPONSIBILITIES

by s

ing the Lead Ageney in implementing the tasks and activities described in the Staze’s Preschool
Development Grants--Uxpansion Grant application, the Subgrantes wikl:

1y Tmplememt the Subgruntee Scops of Work ag wdenvified in Exhibic? of fhis agreement;

2} Make srrangements for High-Quality Preschoo!l programs 1o be provided by Farly Leaning Praviders
and will apprenriately moniior such antities;

1} Abide by the State's Budget included in section VHI of the State Plan {including the existing funds
from Federal, Stalz, private, aad lozal sowrces, I awy, that the Subgranies is using 1 achisve the

outcomes in the Preschool Developmeny Grante—EBxpasion Grant Plan) and with the Sdbgrantes’s

Budget incloded & Exhibit 1T of this agreement;
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This Memorandmm of Understionding shall be offective, hepinning with the date of'the last signatire
hrereon and ending upen Hiw suplivaiion of the Froschool Beveloprment Oraus-fomension Grant projeot
perind,

VORHINATURES

Suthorteed Bepresenist
{b)(6)

af Subgrantee:

Siemairy
&
g
ey
{7
; 4 -
ecevid
Prnid Wame Trthe
Anthormed Beprezentative of  Lead Agency:
(b}(6)
Gretpder £,
Dste
rerresery of Sducation
Print Maome
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' . e ; | Performance | Documentat
Selection Participating S L P
Crierion | Pasty P | Type of Participation Mea_sare (f | ion
l | applicable} i
| access to high qualiry p_'a‘eschool programs i
I Vermont will be maintained or :
; expanded, including to additdonal high :
i | need communities : J
{b)®)
Orctever T 034

Higenbtiry Sdwihorred Namrasaraoarive of Toad dpemei Pate

(0)(6)

wfef 4

Si\gzﬂvg (Authorized Iéepresemarfve of subgrantee, if applicable} Date
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DRAFT

SUBGRANTEE
PRELIMINARY MEMORANNDUM OF UNDERSTANDING

{Final MOU to be submitted 90 davs after State receives award, thisis a prefiminary, draft MOU to
establish interest from each subgrantee) '

This Memorandum of Understanding (“MOU™) is entered into by and between VT Agency of
Education {“Lead Agency™) and i d Supervisory Union (*Subprantee™). The
purpose of this agreement ix to establish a framework of collaboration, as well as ariiculate specific roles

and responsibilities it support of the Suate in its implementation of an approved Preschool Development
Grants—Expansion Grant,

L ASBURANCES
The Subgrantee hereby sertifies and represents that it:
1) Agrees to implement those portions of the State Pian indicated in Exhibit |
2} Has all requisite power and axthority (0 execute and fulfill the teyms of this MO

3} is familiar with the State’s Preschool Development Grants—Expénsion Grant Application and is
supportive of and committed to working on all applicable portions of the Stare Plan;

4} Will implement the Scope of Work in Exhibit I consistent with the Budget included in section VIT of
the State Plan (including existing funds, if any, that the Subprantee s using for activities and services that
help achisve the outcomes of the State Plany; and

5) Will comply with all of the terms of the Preschool Expansion Grants—Expansion Grant, this
agreement, and all applicable Federal and State laws and regulations, including laws and regulations
applicable to the Preschool Development Grantis—Expansion Grant, and the applicable provigions of
EDGAR (34 CFR Parts 75, 77, 79, 80, 82, 84, 86, 97, 98 and 99), and the debarment and suspension
regulations in 2 CFR Part 3483,

11 PROJECT ADMINISTRATION
- A. SUBGRANTEE RESPONSIRILITIES

in assisting the Lead Agency in implementing the tasks and aciivities described in the State’s Preschool
BDevelopment Grants--Expansion Grand applicatien, the Subgranies will;

1} Implement the Subgrantee Seope of Work as identified in Exhibit I éf this agreemerit;

2) Make arrangements for High-Quality Preschool programs to be provided by Early Leaning Providers
and will appropriately monitor such entities;

3) Abide by the State’s Budget included in section VEI of the State Plan (including the existing funds
from Federal, State, private, and Yocal sowrces, if any, that the Subgrantee is using to achieve the

PR/Award & 541381500308
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‘This Memorandum of Understanding may be umended only by written agreement signed by each of the
parties involved, in consuliation with ED and HHS.
- IV. DURATION

This Memorandum of Understanding shall be effective, beginning with the daie of the last signature

hereon and ending upon the expiration of the Preschoo! Development Grants--Expansion Grant project
period.

V. SIGNATURES

Autborized Representative of Lead Agency:

{b)®)
Cictober 8, 2032
Sipiatore Lats
Rebecca Halcombe Sevretary of Dducation

Authorized Representative of Snbgrentee:

ﬁf_/c_Q. /ﬁ{/é//;?’

ST _ ]
Signaiure Daie

b}w/%m fl e fF BT S
Print Name Title
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applicable}
&ccess ko high guality preschool programs
in Vermont will be maintained ot
l expanded, incinding to additional high
: need communities N
(b)(6)
Dictpher 9, 23 4
Sy Ldufhorined Repeesentative of Levd Ageviny] Treste
{b)(6)

Signature (Authorized Representative of subgrantee, if upplicable)

/LS E
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Memorandum O Understanding

This Memorandum of Underetanding (“MOU™ is entered into by and between VT Agency of
Education {“Lead Agency”) and _Branleborg Town School District's Farlv Educarion Serviges
" Subgrantee”), The purpose of this agreement s 1o establish a framework of collaboration, as well as
articulate specific roles and responsibilities in support of the $tate i {ts implementation of an approved
Preschool Development Grants—Expansion Grant.

L ASSURANCES

The Subgrantee hereby certifies and represents that i
1} Agrecs to implement those portions of the State Plan indicated in Exhiibit 1.
2} Has all requisite power and suthority to oxceute gad fulfill the terms of this MOL;

3} 1s familiar with the State’s Preschaol Development Grants--Expangion Grant Application and is
supportive of and committed to working on all applicable portions of the State Plan;

4) Wilt implement the Scope of Work in Exhibit ] consistent with the Budget included in section VIT} of
the Stare Plan {including existing funds, if any, that the Subgrantee is vsing for activities and services that
help achieve the outcomes of the State Plan); and

S5y Wil comply with all of the wrms of the Preschool Expansion Granms—Expansion Grant, this
agreement, and all applicable Federal and State laws and regulations, inclading laws and regulations
applicable to the Preschoal Development Grants—Expansion Grant, and the applicable provisions of
EDGAR (34 CFR Pans 75, 77, 79, 80, B2, 84, 86, 97, 98 and 99}, and the debarment and suspension
regulations in 2 CFR Part 3485, h

L PROJECT ADMINISTRATION
AL SIMGRANTEE RESPONSIBILITIES

fn assisung the Lead Agency In implementing the tasks and acfivities describod i the State’s Preschool
Developmenr Grants--Expansion Grant applicetion, the Subgrantee will:

1} lmplement the Subgramee Scope of Work as idenvified i Exhibit [ of this agreement;

2} Make arrangemets for High-Quality Preschocl programs to be provided by Early Leaning Providers
and will appropriately monitor such entities;

3) Abide by the Swmte’s Budget included in scetion VI of the State Plan (including the existing funds
from Faderal, Staie, private, and local sources, if any, that the Subgrames is using to achieve the
outcomes in the Preschool Developmeat Grants—Expansion Grant Plan} and with the Subgrantee’s
Budget included i BExhibit I of this apreement;

£} Actively participate in &}l reievant meetings or other events that are organized or sponsored by the
State, by the LS. Department of Education (*ED™), or by the L8, Department of Health and Human
Services (“"HHS™:
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V. SIGNATURES

Authorized Represemative of Lesd Agency:

(b)(6)
L 1 - et
Clotober®, 2014
Sigmatore Fante
Rebeccs Holcombe Sevreture-ot Bducation
e —pf Subgrantoe:
Qetober 7, 2014
. -
Signatwe Y Daze

Debra F. Gass, Executive Director, Early Bdocation Services

Print MName Title
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. . | pgiin s : . I Performance Docomentat |
Ei{iiif_?;‘; ! ;Z:i:m%mg | Type of Participation ' j Neusure {if 1 ion :
i ... apphicable;
| expanded, including 1o additional high i
| need communities |
{b)(6)

Sigmamre (duthorized Bopreverin

e S PRI RV
infvie o8 Lk A

(b)(6)

v

. [ . — . . ;
Signature (duthorized Representative of suberaniee, if applicable

i3
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PRATT

SUBGRANTEE :
PRELIMVINADY MEMORA ’“ﬁ?ﬁ‘ﬁ.}% LEERIIERET A

NG

{Finad MC}‘{ fo be submitted 99 duvs after Stare receives rm,n'd. this is w prelinnary, draft MO
establish interest from each subgrantes)

Thas Memorandun of Undersianding CMWOUTY i8 enferad o by and betwsen the VT Agoasy of

Fducaiion (Lead Agency” ) and the Burlington School Diggrrer MSubgrantee”™ 1 The purpose of thig

agroement is i asiblish o framework of collaboration. as well as arvoulaie specilic rofes and
respratsibilitios t aupport of the Siate in s wnplementation of an approved Preschoot Development

Crants—Bxpansion Grant.

|3 ASEURANCE

stee hevehv certifies and represents thai it
§y Agroes o unplement those porpons of the St Plan indiosied 1n Exhibit L

2y Has ali reauiske power and aathoriy to execute and fetfi] the tooms of tis MO

33 s femniliar with the Stae’s Presabood Development Gearis—-Expansion Grant Application and w
supparive of and comistied L v-.ro.rk.a-.mg; g bl applicable portions of the State Pian,

s Haxdnbit T consisiam withthe Budsgat moluded in secuion VI of
the Stae Plen {imcluding existing funds, if any, that the Suboramges bt asing for actvities and gervipes thas
sobiove the ontcomed of the State Plan), and

43 Will roplement the Scape of Work in

33 Wil comply with all of the rerms oF the Preschool Bxpansion Grants—EBupansion Oramy, dhis
agreemenl. snd a1 appiicehle Federal apd Srate lavws and !"0‘:3&1* Wi, ineiuding baws aed repelatons

appticabis 1o the Proschoot Developueni Grante—Expaosion Crant, and the applicable pravisions of
EEGAR (34 CFR Paers 75, 77,79, B0, 8284 84, 97, 98 and 99, and the debarment and suspemsion

regelutions in 2

I PROIBCT AMINISTRATION

A SUBGRANTEE RESPONSIRILITIES '

B assisting the Lead Agency in irmplemeniing the waks and activittes desorihod i the Sade’s Preschonl
Drevelopmeny Granis--f

paaon Chrand applicadon, the Subgrants wilk

Ea

Ty Whake wmanpenents {or High-Quality Pres woarins W be provided by Barky Leaning Providars

ang wijl appropriately monieor sech entittes

ded in seotion & "ﬁj af the Stare Plan (ucluding the existing fond:z

m Federal, State., pr
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HE MODIFICATIONS

This Memorandum of Understanding seay be amended only by written agreement signed by each of the
parties mvoived, in consulation with BD and HHE

IV DRATION

This Meémorandum of Understanding shail be offective, beginting with the date of the a5t signanae
fiereon and ending upon the expiration of the Preschool Devalopmeant Grants--Expansien Grent proiact
peviod.

W SIGNATHRES

Authorized Representative of Lead Agenoy

(0)(6)

Ciopober 9, 2iE4

Tmie
Ezbecce Holcanrbe _ secretary of Edacation

Authonzed Representatize of Soboraniac:

Priny Name Tile
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SUBGRANTER
PRELIMINARY MEMORANDI/M OF UNDERSTANDING

{Final MOU to be submitted 90 days after State receives 3w:§r{l, this is a preliminary, draff MO to
establisk interest from each subgrantee)

This Memorandum of Understanding ("MOU™) is entered inio by and between VT Agency of Education
("Lead Agency™) and Capstone Community Action Head Start (“Subgrantee™). The purpese of this
agreement is to establish a framewark of collaboration, as well as articuiate specific reles and

responsibilities in support of the State in ifs implementation of an approved Preschoo! Development
Grants—Expansion Grant,

L ASSURANCES

The Subgrantee hersby certifies and represents that it;
1} Agrees to implement those portions of the State Plan indicated in Fxhibit 1.
2} Has al] requisite power and autharity to execute and fulfill the terms of this MOU:;

3} Is familiar with the State’s Preschoal Development Grants—Expansion Grant Application aud is
suppottive of and committed 1o working cn all applicable portions of the State Plan:

43 Will implement the Scope of Work in Exhibit [ consistent with the Budget included in section VI of
the Siate Plan (including existing funds, i any, that the Subgrantese is using for activities and services that
help achieve the outcomes of the Stae Plany, and

5) Will camply with all of the terms of the Preschool Expansion Grants—Expansion Grant, this
_agreement, and all applicable Federal and State laws and regulations, including iaws and regulations
applicab.e to the Preschool Development Grants—Expansion Gran, and the applicable provisions of
EDGAR (34 CFR Parts 75, 77, 79, 80, 82, 84, 86, 97, 9% and 99), and the debarment and suspension
regulations in 2 CFR Part 3485,

. PROJECT ADMINISTRATION
A. SUBGRANTEE RESPONSIBILITIES

In assisting the Lead Agency in-implersenting the tasks and activitics deseribed in the State’s Preschood
Development Grants-~Expansion Grant application, the Subgrantee will:

11 Implement the'Subgranteé Scope of Work as identified in Exhibit | of this agreement;

2} Make arrangements for High-Quality Preschool programs to be provided by Early Leaning Providers
and will appropriately monitor such entities:

3y Abide.by the State’s Budget included in section VI of the State Plan (including the existing funds
from Federal, State, private, and local sourcss, if any, that the Subgrantes Is using to achieve the
ourcomes in the Preschool Development Grants—Expansion Grant Plan) and with the Subgrantee’s
Budget included in Exhibit IT of this agreement;

PR/Award & 541381500308
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This Memoramdn of Undesstanding shail be effective, beginning with the date of the las signature
hereon and ending upon the expiration of #h Freschool Developmient Grans—Expangion Grant projes

nerisd.

¥, SIGNATURES

Authorized Represonmative of  Subgrantee:

(0)(6)

Siguature

[inte

PGy £ plilEs  HEAD STt Dbt

Prine Name

Auntharized Representative of L

(b)(6)

il o
f,jﬁ;ff SEEAS & LA pp ) (TH AL A

end Agericy:

i3

Lrotatier 9, 2015

Rubwoca Holoeanbe

Secvetary of Bducatien

PR/Award & 541381500308
Page e281



Vermont PDG-Expansion Application for Funding (CFDA 84.419B)-Appendices

99
| Seiection Participating N o Pcrfarmapce Documentat |
| Criterion Party I'vpe of Participation Maenzure (if ion
applicable)
expanded, including to additienal high
need comununities
{b)B)

/%/%_

Signature (Authorized Representative of

(b)(6)

Subgrantee)

Date

Detadpgrndh, FELL

Hisnane fayiiuedres Beprawarred e wf 5L
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{Final MOU to be submitted 50 days after State receives award, this is a preliminary, draft MOU to
- establish iuterest from eacly subgrantee)

This Memorandum of Understanding (“MOU™) is entered into by and between VT Aeency of
Education C*Lead Ageney”) and _CVOEQ / Champlain Vallev Head Start (“Subgrantee™). The
purpose of this agreement is to establish & framework of collaboration, as well as articulate specific roles

and respounsibilities in suppart of the State in its implementation of an approved Preschool Develapment
Grants—Expansion Gramt,

L ASSURANCES

The Subgi'antee hereby certifies and represents that ii:
1} Agrees lo implement those portions of the State Plan indicated in Exhibit L
2} Has all recuisite power and authority to execute and fulfill the terms of this MO,

3y Is familiar with the State’s Preschool Development Grants--Expansion Graw: Application and is
supportive of and committed 1o working on alf applicable portions of the State Plan;

4) Will implement the Scope of Work in Exhibit I conststent with the Budget included in section VIII of
the State Plan {including existing funds, if any, that the Subgrantee is using for activities and services that
help achieve the ontcomes of the Siate Plan}; and

3} Will comply with ali of the terms of the Preschool Expansion Grants—Expansion Grant, this
agrecment, and ail applicable Federal and State laws and regulations, including laws and regulations
applicable to the Preschool Development Grants—Expangion Grant, and the applicable provisions of
FDGAR (34 CEFR Parts 75, 77, 79, 80, 82, B4, 86, 97, 98 and 99, and the debarment and SUSpension
regulations in 2 CFR Part 3483.

il PROJECT ADMINISTRATION
A. SUBGRANTEE RESPONSIBILITIES

In assisting the Lead Agency in smplementing the tasks and activities described in the Stawe’s Preschool
Development Grants--Expansion Grant applicelion, the Subgrantee will: .

1} Implement the Subgrantee Scope of Work as identified in Exhibit [ of this agreement;

2} Make arrangements for High-Quality Preschool programs to be provided by Early Leaning Providers
and will appropriately monitor such entities;

3) Abide hy the Staie’s Budget inciuded in secticn VIH of the State Plan {including the existing funds
from Federal, State, privale, and local sources. if any, that the Subgrantee is using to achieve the

PR/Award & 541381500308
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This Memorandum of Understanding may be amended only by writien agreentent signed by each of the
parties involved, In eonsulwtion with ED and HHS.
IV, DURATION

Thic Memorandam of Linderstanding shall be effecave, beginaing with the date of the Iast sigaaturs
hereon and ending upon the sxpivation of the Preschoal Development Grants--Expansion Grant project
petiad,

Y. SIGINATURES

Authorized Representative of Lead Agency;

b)4)

Crotoher €, 2474

Sigmmture
Rabecce Holcombe Secretary of Dencation

Anthorived Representative of Subgrantee:

(b){E)
Fea
Rignature [ate
\e‘i"-?.m é f
LG

Frint Name

_ PR/Award # 54139B150008
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-Appendices

- : i e ) . — o
 Selection | Pariicipating  ©o Lol ! }E‘;rmr"”_‘.“f;ﬁ § ;
| Criterion | Party ¥po ot pation - Measure i 5 ;
P i N . apbiicable) i :
| o i Vermont will be maintaimed o '
: cxpanded, includine to additonal high i
| need cormunities 5
{b)®)
Cropoker @) 2034
marane: {4 efpoeredd Bl prementoitie of Tood $genow Prager
{b)®)
‘."; /ff -
o ?s"“rffw A »’“4"":’_..»"
) .". a{
Sigonatuwre (duthorized Represenrarive of subgraniee, if applicable) Diate
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DRAFT

SEBGRANTEE
PREELIMINARY MEMORANDUM OF UKDERSTANDING

{Figal MOU to be submitizd S days aftor Biate receives award, this is o prefiminary, dreaft MO 16
estabiisk interest from exch subgrantes)

This Memorandum of Understarding (“MOU™) is entered into by and between VT Agency of Rducation
{“Lead Agenev™) and Chittenden East Supervisory Uinfon (“Subgramee™). The purpose of this agreement
ts to establish a framework of collaboration, a3 well as articulate specific roles and responsibilities in
support of the State (o its Implementation of an approved Preschool Development Grantss—FExpansion
Girant,

L ASSURANCES

The Subgrantee hereby certifies and represenis that it
{} Agrees to implement those poriions of the State Plan indicated in Exhibit L
%) Hesall reguisite power and asuthority w execute and (Gl the terms of this MOU!

3) Is famitiiar with the Swte’s Preschool Déveloprient Grants-—-Expansion Grant Application and is
supportive of and commitied 1o working on ali applicable portions of the Siate Plaa;

4} Will insplement the Scope of Work in Exhibit | consistent with the Budget included in section VIE of
the State Plan (ncluding existing fuads, i any, that the Subgramiee 1s vsing {or activities and services that
help achieve the auicomes of the State Plany; and

5 Wil comply wilh alb of the terms of the Preschool Bxpansion Grams--Expansion Grant, this
agreement, and all applicable Federal and State faws and repulations, including laws and regulations
applicable 1o the Presshool Developmens Grants—Expansion Grant, and the applicable provisions of
EDGAR (34 CFR Parts 75, 77, 79, B0, 82, 84, £6, 97, 98 and 99), and the debarment and suspension
refrutations in 2 CFR Pact 3485

ILPROJECT ADMINISTRATION
A, SUBGRAWTEE RESPONSIBILITIES

In assisting the Lead Agency in implementing the tasks and activities described in the Siate's Preschosl
Development Grants—-Expansion Grant application, the Subgranree wilk

1} mpicment the Subgrantse Scope of Work as identified in Exhibit 1 of this agreement;

2} Make arrangements for High-Quality Preschool programs to be provided by Barks Leauning Providers
and will appropriately monttor such entities;

31 Abtde by the Bate’s Budgel included in section VHT of the Srare Plu {including the existing funds
from Federal, State, private, and local sources, if any, that the Subgraniee s using o achisve the
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This Memorandum of Understanding may be amended only by written agreement signed by each of tiie
parties involved, in consuliation with ED and TTHS.
IV, DURATION

Thiz Memorandum of Understanding shall be effective, beginning with the date of the last signature
heveon and ending upon the expirztion of the Preschool Drevelopment Grants--Expansion Grant projec
period.

V. SIGNATURER

Awthorized Representative of Lead Agency:

Ootober 9, 2014

Sigamyture ' Dinta
Rebecca Holoambe Secretary of Peucation

Authorized Representative of Subgranise:

E

L% )
Signatus

i
\JF:J Kﬂv\. §;~

Primt Name Title
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Selection  : Participaiing o i ?c—;rﬁ'ﬁrman#{ " Documentat |
Criterion _ Party Type of Participation ! Mieasure (if - ion

.| aDplicable}

- expanded, including to additional high i : ;
. need communiliss _ P {

(0)(6)

Crotober B, 2014

8

sgnmnre (Authovized Representiive of Lowd dgeney) Digte
(0)(6)
d Vor
{}‘
SDate

Si@}_ atm;% (AulnGrized Reprisemaiive yi subgrantee, if appficabie)
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DRAFT

SURGRANTEE
PRELIMINARY MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING

(Final MOTU to be submitted 90 days after State receives award, this is a preliminary, draft MOU to
establsh interest from each subgrantee)

This Memorandum of Understanding {“MOU”) is eniered into by and between ___ VT Agency of
Education (“Lead Agency™) and Essex North Supervisory Union (“Subgrantee™). The
purpose of this agreement Is to exiablish & framewaork of collzboration, as well as articnlate specific roles
and respansibilifies in support of the Stafe in its implementation of an approved Preschool Development
Grants—Expansion Grant,

I ASSURANCES
The Subgraniee hereby certifies and represents that it:
I} Agrees to implement those portions of the State Plan indicated in Bxhibit L
2} Has all recuisite powsr and authority 10 execute and fulfill the terms of this MO,

3) Is familiar with the State’s Preschool Development Grants--Expansion Grant Application and is
supportive of and committed to working on all applicable portions of the State Plan;

4} Will implement the Scope of Work in Exhibit I consistent with the Budget included in section VI of
the State Plan (including existing funds, if any, that the Subgrantee is using for activities and services that
heip achieve the outcomes of the State Plan); and

5) Will compiy with all of the terms of the Preschool Expansion Grants—Expanston Grans, this
agreement, «nd all applicable Federal and State laws and regulations, incinding laws and regulations
applicable 1o the Preschool Development Grants—Expansion. Grant, and the applicable provisions of
EDGAR (34 CPR Parts 75, 77, 79, 80, 82, 84, 86, 97, 98 and 99), and the debarment and suspension
regulations in 2 CTR Part 3435,

I PROJECT ADMINISTRATION
A. SUBGRANTEE RESPONSIRILITIES

I assisting the Lead Agenoy in implementing the tasks and activities described in the State’s Preschool
Development Grants--Expansion Granr application, the Subgrantee will:

1} Implement the Subgrantes Scope of Work as identified in Bxhibat I of this agreement;

Z) Make arrangements for High-Quality Preschool programs to be provided by Early Leaning Providers
and will appropriately monitor such entities;

3} Abide by the State’s Budget included in section VI of the State Plan (including the existing funds
from Feceral, State, private, and local sources, if any, that the Subgrantee is using to achieve the '
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This Memorandum of Understanding may be amended only by written agreement signed by each of the
parties involved, in consuliation with BD amd HHS,
IV, DURATION

This Memorandum of Understanding shall be effective, beginning with the date of the last signaturs
hereon and ending upon the expiration of the Preschool Development Grants—Expansion Grant project
period. ’

V. SIGNATURES

Authorized Represenfative of Lead Agency:

{b)B)
' Crstinber @ 2014
Stgmatare Diate
Rebecos Heloonths Serrelary of Taucation

Awhorized Representative of Subgraniee:

CAH

10/6/14
Signature Date
___Christopher R. Masson Superintendent, ENSU_
Print Name Title
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108 '
. I . Performance Docunmentat

Sclection | Participating . Co ) . .
Criterion { Party Type of Participation Meafurc {if ion

; spplicebie)

: expanded, including to additional high

i nead conumunities

{b)®)

ritomber & W4

Rignature fdurborized Kepresenimtive of Fead Agenoy Fhste
(b))
107614
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This Memorandum of Understanding (*MQU”) is entered into by and betweenr VT Ageney of
Education (“Lead Agency”) and Franklin County Early Childhood Programs/Franklin
Central Supervisory Uniop {“Subgrantee™). The purpose of this agreement
is to estabjish a framework of collaboration, as well as articulate specific roles and responsihilities in

support of the State in its implementation of an approved Preschool Development Grants—Expansion
Grant,

i ASSURANCES

The Subgrantee hereby certifies and represents that it:
1} Agrees to implement those portions of the State Plan indicated in Exhibit L.
2} Has all requisite power and authority to execute and fulfill the terms of this MO,

3) Is familiar with the State’s Preschool Development Grants—Expangion Gramt Application and is
supportive of and committed to working on all applicable portons of the State Plan;

4} Willimplement the Scope of Work in Exhibit I consistent with the Budget included in section VIIE of
the State Plan (including cxisting fands, if any, that the Subgrantee is using for activities and services that

help achiéve the cutcomes of the State Plan); and

5) Wili comply with alt of the terms of the Preschool Expansion Grants—Expansion Grant, this
agresment, and alf applicable Federal and State laws and regulations, including laws and regulations
appiicable to the Preschool Development Grants~Expansion Grant, and the applicable provisions of

EDGAR (34 CFR Parts 75, 77, 79, 80, 82, 84, 86, 97, 98 and 99}, and the debarment and suspension
regulations in 2 CFR Part 3485,

il. PROJECT ADMINISTRATION
A, SUBGRANTEE RESPONSIBILITIES

In assisting the Lead Agency in implementing the tasks and activities described in 1he State’s Preschool
Development Grants--Expansion Grant application, the Subgrantee will:

1} Implement the Subgrantee Scope of Work as identified in Exhibit [ of this agreement;

2) Make arrangements for High-Quatity Preschool programs to be provided by Early Leaning Providers
and will appropriately monitor such entities;

3) Abide by the State's Budget included in section VI of the State Plan {includ ing the existing funds
from Federal, State, private, and local sources, if ary, that the Subgrantee is using to achieve the
outcomes in the Preschool Development Grants—Expansion Grant Plan) and with the Subgrantee’s
Budget included in Exhibit If of this agreement;

. 4} Actively participate in all relevant meetings or other events that are organized or sponsored by the
State, by the U.S. Departiment of Education (“ED™), or by the U.S, Department of Health and Human
Services (“HHS™);

PR/Award & 541381500308
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This Memorandum of Understanding (“MOU”) is entered into by and between VT Agency of
- Education (“Lead Agency™ and __ Franklin County Earlv Chi'dhood Programs/Franklin
~ Northwest Sunervisory Union (“Subgrantes™). The purpose of this
agreement i to establish 2 framework of collaboration, as well as articulate specific roles and
responsibitities in support of the State in its implementation of an approved Preschool Development
Grants—Expansion Grani.

L ASSURANCES
The Subgrantee hereby certifies and represents that it:
1) Agrees to implement those portions of the State Plan indicated in Exhihit L
2) Has all requisite power and authority to execute and fuifiil the terms of this MOU;

3} Is famitiar with the State’s Preschool Development Grants-—Expansion Grant Application and is
supportive of and committed to working on all applicable portions of the State Plan;

4y Will implemerit the Scope of Work in Exhibit ) consistent with the Budget included in section VIH of
the State Plan (including existing funds, if any, that the Subgrantee is using for activities and services that
help achieve the outcomes of the State Plan); and

5} Will comply with all of the tetms of the Preschoo! Expansion Grants—Expansion Grant, this
agreement, and all applicable Federal and State laws and regulations, including laws and regulations
applicabl¢ 10 the Preschool Development Grants—Expansion Grant, and the applicable provisions of
EDGAR (34 CFR Parts 75, 77, 79, 80, 82, 84, 86, 97, 98 and 99), and the debarment and suspension
regulations in 2.CFR Part 3483,

IL PROTECT ADMINISTRATION
A, SUBGRANTEE RESPONSIBILITIES

In assisting the Lead Agency in implementing the tasks and activities described in the State’s Preschool
Development Grants--Expansion Grant application, the Subgraniee will:

1) Implement the Subgrantee Scope of Work as identified in Exhibit I of this agreement;

2} Make arrangernents for High-Quality Preschool programs to be provided by Early Leaning Providess
and will appropriately monitor such entities;

3) Abide by the Stare’s Budget included in section VTIT of the State Plan {including the existing funds
rom Federal, State, private, and local sources, if any, that the Subgrantee is using to achieve the
oufcomes in the Preschool Development Grants—Expansion Grant Plan) and with the Subgrantee’s
Badget included in Exhibit IT of this agreement;

4} Actively participate in all relevant meetings or other events that are organized or sponsored by the
State, by the U.S. Department of Education {(“ED™), or by the U.S. Department of Health and Human
Services (“"HHS™Y; '

PR/Award & 541381500308
Page e294



Vermont PDG-Expansion Application for Funding (CFDA 84.419B)-Appendices
112

V. SIGNATURES

Authorized Representative of Lead Ageney:

(b}(6)
Dotonor G, 2014
Stgngiurg Thte
Rebecoa Holoombe Secretary of Bducstdon

Authorized Representative of Subgrantee:

(0)(6)

\o - 1Y

Signaiure Daie

Coscdemador EO«\L\M heo i
Michells WM ?\g:»e O3l lo - )4 @%@ma

Print Name Title
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expandad, including fo addftional Eigﬁ

need commumities i ;
{b}(6) -
‘] Dovsber 9, 2014
Sigrsture fAuthurized Represenmative of Deod Agenoy) Date
{b}(6)

- IR
- T |
Stgnature (Authorized Represe_nrarz‘ve of subgrantee, if applicable) Date
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Eamailic South Supervisory Union _
PRELIMINARY MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING

{Final MOU (o be submitted 90 days after Biate receives awnrd, this is a preliminary, dralt MOU w
estabdish interest from cach snbgraunteo)

This Memarandur, of Undersranding {“MOU”} iz entered into by and neiween YT Agency oy
Eduzation Lead Agensy™) and _Lamoille Seuth Supsevisory Unmon

{“Suhgrantce”s. The purpose of this agreement is 1o establish & framework of coliaboration, as well as
acticalate specific roles and responsibilitics in support of the State in s implementation of an approved
Prasehool Development Grants—Expansion Grant.

L ASSURANCES
The Subgraniee horeby certifies and represents that
1 Agrees o implement those porifons of the Stawe Plan indicated tn Exbabit L

25 Has all requisite power and awthority w execute and fulfill the tetins of this MOLL

33 Is famitiar with the State’s Preschooi Development Grants—-Expansion Grant Application and is
suppertive of and committed o working on ali applicable pornons of the Stare Plan;

4r Wil buplement the Scope of Work in Exhibu { consistent with the Budget included 1o scetion VI of
ihe State Plan (including extsting funds. if any, that the Subs

antee is using for activities and services that
help achicvs the outcomes of te S Plany, and '

3% Will comply with ali of the terms of the Preschool Expansion Grants—Expansion Grany, this
agreemment, snd il applicable Federal and State laws and regulations, including laws and regulations
arpiicasle 10 the Preschonl Develonmen Crante--Expangion Grant, and the apphicable provisions of
EGAR 34 CVR Parts 75, 77,79, 8082, 84, 86,97, 98 and 99, and the debarment and suspension
regulations in 2 CFR Past 3485, '

L PROJECT ADMINISTRATION

A, SUBGRANTEE RESPONSIBILITIES

tn assisting the Lead Agency in iimplementing the tasks and activities described in the State’s Preschoot

Deveiopant Granis--Expansion Grant apphicating, the Subgrantee wiil:

Ly dmplement the Subgraniee Scope of Work as idennfied in LExbibie ] of thig agreement;
2) Make arrangements for High-Quaiity Preschoal programs 1o he provided by Early Foaning Providars
2) Make arrangements for High-Quaiity Preschool programs 1o he provided by Farly feaning Providers
andd will appropriately montor such entifies,
3y Abade by the State’s Budge! included B section VI of the State Plun (ncluding the sxnsiing funds

by Abide by the Siale’s Budael included in section VI of the State Plun (ncluding the exisang {unds
trom Poderal, 52

ste, private, and focal sources, iU any. that the Suberantee is using fo achieve the
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fHE MODIFICATION

i

This Memorandum of Understanding nay be amendad only by written agreement signed by each of the
parties iwwvolvad, i consultation with £ED and THHS, '
V. DURATION

This Memorandent of Understanding shali be effective, heginning with the date of the last signators

B

hereon and ending upon the expiation ¢of the Preschoot Development Grangs--Expansion Gran projes

prEriod,
Y.SIGNATURES

Authorized Representative of Lead Agency:

(b)(6)

1 . .
Octaber 9, 2014
“Sloratie Emte
Rebecea Holoombe Secretary of Educatinn

Authorized Representative of Subpraatee:

- -
i T N . I R, o) [ |
_____ ,‘:d‘"' P I t—'?\ \i A ’:L‘- fa Sl i‘#
7 T 7 7
; 4
Signature Date
' ‘
L(-\", I i“/"":«,/'. '{ Seal
7

Print Mamce
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Dt '| -
 Seleetion . Participating

| Criterion | Part ¢ Type of Participation

i Performance I Pacumentat !
D Measure (i | fon '

" expanded, inciuding to additional high
 nead commurities

| éppiicabie'i !

(0)(6) i

Dixiober 9, 2014

Sigmaivrs (Authorized Represewgitwe of Lead Agencal

&
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MODEL SUBGRANTEE
MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING

{To be submitted 96 days after State receives award)

This Memorandum of Understanding (“MOU™) is entered into by and between

VA State v Lo o an (“Lead Agency™) and The. Pffve Town S Py {Q;fn o
(“Subgrantee™). The purpose of this agreement is fo establish a framework of collzboration, as well as
articulate specific roles and responsibilities in support of the State in its implementation of an approved
Preschool Develepment Grants—Expansion Grant.

L ASSURANCES
Tle Subgrantee hereby certifies and represents that it:
1) Agress to mplement those portions of the State Plan indicated i Exhibit L
2) Has all reguisite power and authority to execute and fulfil] the ferms of thié MOU;

3) Is familiar with the State’s Preschool Development Grants-—-Expansion Grant Application and is
supportive of and committed © working on all appiicable portions of the State Plan;

4y Will implam.ent the Scope of Work in Exhibit I consistent with the Budget included in section VIII of
the State Plan (including existing funds, if any, that the Subgrantee is using for activities and services lhat
help achieve the outcornes of the State Plan); and

5) Will comply wll‘h gdl of the terms of the Preschool Expansion Granis—Expansion Grant, this
agreement, and all appticable Federal and State laws and regulations, including tews and regulations
applicable to the Preschool Development Grauts—Expansion Grant, and the applicable provisions of
EDGAR (34 CFR Parts 75, 77, 79, 80, 82, 84, 86, 97, 98 and $9), and the debarment and suspension
reguiations in 2 CFR Part 3483, '

IL PROJECT ADMINISTRATION
A. SUBGRANTEE RESPONSIBILITIES

In assisiing the Lead Agency in implementin g the tasks and activities desoribed in the Stais’s Preschool
Development Grants--Expansion Grant application, the Subgrantee will:

1) Implement the Subgrantee Scope of Work as identified in Exhibit I of thiz agreement;

2} Make arangements for High-Quality Preschool programs 1o be provided by Barly Leaning Providers
and will appropriately moniter such entities;

3} Abide by the State’s Budget inclnded in section VI of the State Plan {including the existing funds
from Federal, State, private, and local sources, if any, that the Subgrantee is using 1o achieve the
outcomes in the Preschool Development Grants--Expansion Grant Plan) and with the Subgrantes’s
Budget included in Exhibit [T of this agreement; '

PR/Award & 541381500308
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This Memorandum of Understanding shall be effective, beginning with the date of the last signatore
hereon and ending upon the expiration of the Preschool Development Grants--Expansion Grant project
period.

V. SIGNATURES

Authorized Representative of Lead Agency:

{b)B)

; Chotober G, 2034
Shpnature iate
Beeheccs Holcombe Secretery of Bducation

Authorized Representative of Subgrantee:

/?A ;@ i

Date
J&’)/f/ﬂ L. /.3,:‘{."0-43 J- : &4.{.&7..7%"1{’?.%
Print Name Tite

PR/Award & 541381500308
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: expanded, inchuding o additional high |’
: need conununities ; ,
BI6) N
1 Dretober §, 244
Signature (duithorized Representalfive of Lead Agency; Thate
(b}(6) '
/ Je/els
£
Signature (Awthorized Rgese;ﬂm‘ive of subgrantee, if applicable) Date
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DRAFT

SUBGRANTEE
PRELIMIMARY MEMORANDUM OF LN’DLRSTANDWG

{(Finai MOU to be subsnitted 20 days after State receivey award, this is 2 preliminary, draft MOU to
establish interest from each subgrantee)

This Memorandum of Understanding (“MOU") is entered imo hy and between VT Avency of

Education {(“Lead Agency™y and | Mortheas! Kingdom Community Action, Ine. Head

Start {“Subgrantee”). The purpose of this agreement is to establish a
frameworic of coliaboratior, as well ag articulats specific roles and responsibilities in support of the Stete
in its implementation of an approved Presehool Development Grants—Expansion Grant,

1L ASSURANCES
The Subgrantee hereby certifies and represents that it;
L) Agrees to implement those porions of the Siate Plan mdicaied in Exhibit ],
2 Has all requisite power and avthority o execute and fulfill the terms of this MOU;

3) Is familiar with the State’s Preschool Development Grants—-Expansion Grant Application and is
suppartive of and comuitied to working onr all applicable portions of the Swate Plan:

4) Will implement the Scope of Work in Exhibit T consistent with the Budgel included in section VIII of
the State Plan (ncluding existing funds, if any, that the Subgrantee is using for activities and services that
hielp achicve the ontcomes of the Stare Plan); and

5) Wilt compty with alBl of the terms of the Preschiool Expansion Grants—Expansion Grant, this
agreement, and all applicable Fadetal and State laws and regulations, including laws and regulations
applicable to the Preschool Development Gramis—Expansion Grant, ané the applicable provisions of

BIDGAR (34 CER Pasts 75, 77, 79, 80, 82, 84, 86, 97, 98 and 99), and the debarment and suspension
regulations in 2 CFR Part 3485,

il PROJECT ADMINISTRATION
A, SUBGRANTEE RESFONSIBILITIES

It assisting the Lead Agency in impiementing the tasks and activities described in the Staie’s Preschool

Development Cirants--Fxpansion Grent application, fhe Subgrantee wilt:
1) Implement the Subgrantee Scope of Work as idenfified in Exhibit T of this agreement;

2} Malke arrangements for High—Qtiali&y Presciooel programs to be provided by Early Leaning Providers
and will sppropriately monitor such entities;

3) Abide by the Swate’s Budget included in section VIIT of the State Plan (including the existing funds
from Federal, State, private, and local sources, if any, that the Subgrantee ig using 1o.achieve the

PR/Award & 541381500308
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This Memorandum of Understanding may be amended enly by written agreement signed by each of the
parties invalved, In consuliation with ED and HHS,
IV. DURATION

This Memorandum of Understanding shall be effective, beginning with the date of the last signature
bereon and ending upon the expiration of the Preschoel Develcpinent Granis--Expansion Grant project
period.

V. SIGNATURES

Authorized Representative of Lead Ageney:

{b)®)
“ Orctober O 2014
Sigpatuce ' et
Repvecos Holoombe Secretary of Education

Authorized Représenta‘tivc of Subgrantee:

)
/ {014

Date

hinda Mfc_:fnh;ew}c;z, pr@ﬁﬂ‘m,_Dn’fcbf

Prisd Name Title

PR/Award & 541381500308
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Performanee Documentat |

|
Seleetion Participating - < :
Criterion Party J Type of Participation Measure (it ion
3
H

I i i applicable)

' in Vermont will be maintained or !
. expanded. including to additional high | |
) need communities !

oY) .
] Cctober 9, 2014
Shpnagure Jdwihorized Represomsalive o Lead desncy) Drate

(b)(6)

[0l -1Y

rsubgrantee, if applicable) Daie
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PRELIVINARY MEMORANDUMOF-UNDERSTANDING

(Final MOU ta be submitted $¢ days after State receives award, this is a preliminary, draft MO to
establish interest from each subyrantee)

This Memorandum of Understanding (“MOU™} is entered into by and between VT Agency of
Education {“Lead Agency”) and Qrange North Supervisory Union (“Subgrantee™), The purpose
of this agreement is to establish a framework of collaboration, as well ag articulate specific roles and
responsibilities in support of the State in its implementation of an approved Preschool Develapment
Grants—Expansion Grant.

I ASSURAMCES
The Subgrantee hereby certifies and represents that it:
1) Agrees to implement those portions of the State Plan indicated in Exhibit I
2} Has all requisite power and authotity to execute and fulfiil the terms of this MOU;

3} Is familiar with the Seate’s Preschool Development Grants--Expansion Grant Application and is
supporiive of and committed to working on all applicable portions of the State Plan;

4) Will implement the Scope of Work in Exhibit I censistent with the Budget included in section VI of
the State Plun (including existing funds, if any, that the Subgrantee is using for activities and services that
itelp achieve the ontcomes of the State Plan); and

5) Will comply with all of the terms of the Preschool Expansion Grants—Expansion Grant, this
agreement, and all applicable Federal and State iaws and regulations, including laws and regulations
applicable to the Preschool Development Grants—Expansion Grant, and the applicable provisions of
EDGAR (34 CFR Parts 75, 77, 79, 80, 82, 84, 86, 97, 98 and 99), and the debarment and suspension
reguiations in 2 CFR Part 3485,

fI. PROIECT ADMINISTRATION
A, SUBGRANTEE RESPONSIBILITIES

In assisting the Lead Agency in implementing the tasks and activities described in the State’s Preschool
Develapment Grams--Expansion Grant application, the Subgrantze will:

i) Implement the Subgrantee Scope of Wark as identified in Exhibit I of this agreement;

2) Make arrangements for High-Quality Preschool programs to be provided by Barly Leaning Providers
and will approprintely monitor sueh entities;

3) Abide by the State’s Budget included in section VI of the State Plan (including the existing funds
from Foderal, State, private, and local sources, if any, that the Subgrantee is using to achieve the

PR/Award & 541381500308
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This Memorandum of Understanding may be amended only by wrillen aprcement signed by each of the
partics invotved, in consultation with ED and HHS.
IV. DURATION

This Memorandum of Undersianding shall be effective, beginning with the date of the last signature
hereon and ending upon the expiration of the Preschool Development Grants--Expansion Graut project
period.

V. SIGNATURES

Authorized Representative of Lead Agency:

(b)(6)
1 Octaber 9, 2014
™ % =
Signalore Drgie
Eebecoa Holowmbe Secretary of Education

Authorized Representative of Subgrantee:

b6 s
o /6.8 14
Signature Daie
Sasette o Hollacd - Bty
Print Name Title

PR/Award & 541381500308
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E Seleation Participating | i Perfermance ’ Documentat
[ Criterion Part ; Type of Participation § Measure (if jon
! ¥ . . applicabie} ] ]
! ! nccess to high quality preschool programs j
‘ in Vermont will be maintained ov i !
i expanded, meluding to addiztonal high | :
;_reed communitics l
{b)E)
Trctober 9, 2014
Bigrates (lathoriowd Reprosentaive of Feod Agency Dinte
(D)E)
N /08 7
Stgnature (duthorized Representative of subgramiee, if applicahle) Datc
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DRARE

PRELIMINARY MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING

(Final MOU to be submitied 90 days after State receives award, this is a preliminary, draf MOU to
eatablish interest from ench subgraniee)

This Mamorandum of Understanding (“MOU”) is entersd jnto by and between __ VT Agency of
Education ___(“Lead Agency™) and_(vrana Soohwedi” SIA_ (“Subgrantee”). The
purpose of this agreoment 18 to establish & framewodd of collahoration, as well as articulate specific roles
and responsibilities in support of the State in its 1mpicmentatxon of an approved Preschoo! Development
Grants—Expension Grant.

L 8 CES
The Subgrantee hereby certifies and reprosents that it:
1 Agmes 1o implement those porfions of the State Plau indicated i Exhibit L
2) Has all requisite power aud authority to execate and fulfill the terms of this MOU;

3) Is familiar with the State’s Preschoof Dievelopment Grants--Expansion Grant Application and is
supportive of and commitied o working on ail applicable portions of the State Plan;

4) Will implement the Scope of Work in Exhibit I consistent with the Budget included in section VI of
the Stais Plan finciuding existing funds, if any, that the Subgrantee is using for activities and services that
help achieve the oulcomes of the State Plan); and

. 5) Wilt comply with ali of the terms of the Preschoot Expansion Grants—Expansion {rant, this
agreement, and el applicable Federal and State laws and regulations, including laws and regulations
applicahle to the Preschoo! Development Grants—BExpansion Grant, and the applicable provisions of
EDGAR (34 CFR Parts 75, 77, 79, 80, 82, 84, 86, 97, 98 and 99), and the debarment and suspensian
regulations-in 2 CFR Part 3485.

. PROJECT ADMINISTRATION
A, SUBGRANTEE RESPONSIBILITIES

In assisting the Lead Agency in implementing the tasks and activiiies described in the State’s Prezchool
Development Grants—Expausion Grant application, the Subgtantes wili:

i} Implement the Subgrantee Scope of Work as identified in Fxhibit I of this agreement,

2) Make arrangements for High-Quality Preschool programs {o be provided by Early Leaning Providers
and will appropriately monitor such entitics;

3} Abide by the State's Budget included in section VHI of the State Plar {iscluding the existing funds
from Federal, State, private, and local sources, if any, that the Subgrantes is using to achieve the

PR/Award & 541381500308
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This Memorandum of Understending may be amended only by writtzn agreement signed by each of the
parties involved, in consultation with ED and HIHS.
IV. DURATION

This Memorandum of Understanding shall be effective, beginning with the date of the last signature
hereon and ending upan the expiration of the Preschiool Development Grants—Expansion Grant project
periad, :

V. SIGNATURES
Authorized Representative of Lead Agency:

(0)(6)

Ootober 9, 2004
- Signature . Erage
Fiehecea Holonmbe. Secvetary of Edacation

Authorized Representative of Subgrantee:

fo.(o4 f @

7 :
Signaturs . Date

,AW A7 Sl iensal
Print Name - Title

PR/Award & 541381500308
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Selection Participat : : : Perfurmance Dosamentat

Critsrion | Party pating Type of Participation Measure (if fon

: ; applicalie)
| expanded, including to additfonal high
MU ({315 heed communities
Oictober 9, 2014
Spaiure JAuthorized Representarive of Lesd dzeren! D
(0)(®)

Signanng (Authorized Representative of subgrantee, if applicabls)
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SUBGBANTEE
PRELIMINARY MIFEMORANDDUM GPINDERSTANDING

(Final MIOGU te be subinitted Y8 days after Stute recelves award, this is a prefiminary, drafi MOU to
estabiish interest from vech subgrantee) '

This Memoraindum of Undevstanding (“MOU™ is entered into by and between VT Asency of

Lducation "Lead Agency™) and | Urange Windsor Sepervisory Union (“Subgraniee™). The
purpose of this agreament is 1o establisk 2 framework of coflaboration, as well as articolate specific rofes
and respongibitiites i support of the Statein its impleentation of an approved Preschoal Development

Grants-—Expansion Grant.

L. ASEURANCES

The Subgrautes hereby certifies and represenys that it
Ty Agrees to implement those portions of the State Plan Indicated ja Exbibit L
2} Has all requisite power and authority fo sxecnte and fulfill the terms of this MOL,

3y is familiar with the Siate’s Preschool Development Grants--Expansion Grant Appiteation and is
suppotive of and conmmiiisd to worliing on all anplicable portions of the State Plan;

47 Wil implememt the Seope of Work in Exnibit T consistent with the Dudget included in section VI of
the Swaie Plan (ncluding exisiing funds, if any, that the Subgrantee 15 using fov activities and services thut
help achiieve the oncomes of the State Man); and

51 Will comply with all of the terms of the Preschoot Expansien Grants—Expansion Grant, this
agreement, and all appiicabls Federal and State laws and repudations, including laws and regulations
applicablc to the Preschoal Development Granis—Expansion Geant, and the appBeable provisions of
EDGAR (34 CFR Parts 75,77, 79, 80, 82, 84, 86,97, 98 and 99, ard the debament and suspension
regularions 2 CFR Part 34835,

I PROSECT ADMIMISTRATION
A, SUBGRANTEE RESPONSIBILITIES

In assisting the Lead Agency In implementing the tasks and activitivs Jescribed in the State’s Preschool
Dievelopment Grante--Fxpanston (rany appiication, the Subgrantae with

i+ bnplement the Sabgeantee Scope of Work as wentified 1n Exhiban T of this agresment;

7y Malke arrangemens for High-Ouality Preschool programs t© be provided by Barty Leandng Providers
and will appropriately manitor such entities;

3} Abide by the State’s Budger included i section VI of the Stare Plan {ncluding the existing funds
from Tederal, State, privete, ang local sources, i any, that the Subgrastes i using 1o achieve the
gutcomes in the Preschool Development Grants—Expansion Gramnt Plan} and with the Subiranice’s
Budget includod in Exhvib 11 of this agreemeny;
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This Mewmorandum of Understanding shall be effective, beginning with the date of the last signature
hercon and ending npon the expiration of the Preschool Development Grants--Expansion Grant project
period.

V. SIGNATURES

Awrhorizerd Representative of Lead Agency:

Reherca Holoombe Secretary of Bducalion

Authorized Repressntative of Subgraniee:

Signange - Drate

Bruce Labs Superintendent__ 4

Print Name Tigle

[ -

i-
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M-.ic;f-im  Farticipasing CPerforamncs - HBovameniat

: ‘Fype of Portletpath - Measure it

CCriferion | Party L OR¥Pe i FAnHn ._ .‘Eu?ur{. j[i Tty

: s e e e - gppdieahiey e

_ _ - expanded, including to sdditional high : :

o i . heed communifies : :

6

Oiatober €, 2074

Stensture (Auihovized Reproventative of el dwenol

it
(0)(6)
i/ FLe
- ™ = 1
ienature Fduthorized Representative of subgraniee, If applicable) Date
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DRAFT

... SUBGRANTEE
PRELININARY MEMORANIDUM OF UNDERSTANDING

{Final MOT to be submitted 90 days after S1ate recelves award, this is 3 preliminary, draft MOU ta
establish interest from each subgrantee)

This Memorandum of Understanding CMOU™) s emered info by and between VT Agenwy of
Educatior, {“Lead Agency™) and Rivendell nterstate School District {(“Subgrantee™). The
purpose of thiv agreement s 10 esfablish o famework of colisboration, as well as articulats specific moles
and responsibilities in support of the State in 1ts implementation of an apyroved Preschieo! Development
(Grants—Expansion (rant,

1. ASSURANCES

The Subgrantee hereby certifies and represents that it:

1} Agrees to mmplement thoss portions of the State Plan indicated i1y Exlibit L

14
Py

} Hag all requisite power and authority to execws and flfSli the terme of this MOU;

3) is famiiiar with the Staie's Preschool Development Grants--Expanston Grant Application and s

aupportive of and commiited 1o working on all applicable portions of the State Plar;

4y Wili implement the Scope of Work in Exhibir § consistent with the Budeet included in seetion VIT of
the Srate Plan (inchuding existing funds, if anv, that the Subgaptee is using for yciivities and services that
help achieve the cuicomes of the State Plan); and

3y Will compliy wiih ali of the terme of the Preschool Expansion Grants—Fxpansion Grant, this
agreement, and all appiicabie Federal and State faws and vegulations, including laws and regulations
applicabie to the Preschoot Development Urants—ixpansion Grant, and the appiicable provistons of
EDGAR (34 CFR Parts 75, 77, 79, 80, 82, 84, 6, 97, 98 aud 99), and the debarment and suspension
regulations in 2 CER Parr 3485,

IL PROJECT ATIMINISTRATION
A, SUBGEANTEE RESPONSIBILITIES

Iy assisvng the Lead Agency m implementing fthe tasks and acrivities described in the State’s Preschood
Development Jrants--Expansion Grani.application, the Subgraniee will:

1} Implement the Subyrantee Scope of Work as identified in Exhibif § of this agreement;

2y Make arrangements for High-Quahity Preschool progrmus to be provided by Early Leaning Providers
and will appropniawly menior such entides;

3) Abide by the State’s Budger included in section VT of the State Plan (including the existing funds
from Federal, State, private, and tocal sources, if any, that the Subgrantee is nsing 1 achieve the
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This Memorandum of Usdetstanding may be amended only by written agreerent signed by each of the
parites invoived, i consuhation with ED and HES.
V. IRIRATION

This Memorandum of Understending shall be effective. beginning with the date of the last siznature

hergon and ending upen the expiration of the Preschool Developmenr Graws--Expansion Grant project
period. ’

V. SIGNATURES

Auihorized Representative of Lead Agency:

{b)B)
ctoberd, 21004
Stenatis Tiame

Rebecca Folonombe - Becrétany of Bducation

Authorized Representative of Subgrantee:

L/a/ig

Signature Date

Brenda L. Needhan

Superintendent, Rivendell Infersiate Sehoe! Disirict

Print Name Tifie

PR/Award & 541381500308
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N | Performance “ | Dovwmentst
‘Selection: | Partiripsting o C ! :
1 C‘fiﬁ%‘-lﬁif“ﬁ_ |l Party . T}fpe of Participation | : I:l"ea_rfure {if ion
e 1 il _ . : - applicable)
in Vermant wiil be mairtained or

expanded, including to zdditional high
need communities

(0)(6)

Cipoher & 304

Bignatare Autiorized Representaive of Dead Spency)

H

Erata

(0}{5)
2 10/06/14
Signf.tﬁre (Authorized Representative of subgramee, i applicable) Date
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DRAFRT

SURGRANTEE
PRELIMINARY MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING

(Final MOU to be submitted 90 days after State receives award, this is a prefiminary, dreaft MOU o
establish interest from each subgrantee)

agreement 1§ to establish a framework of collaboration, as well as articulate snecific roles and
responsibilities n support of the State in s implementation of an approved Preschool Development
Grants—Expassion Grant,

L. ASSURANCES

The Subgrantee hereby cettities and repragents that it

1y Agrees to implement those portions of the State Plan Indicdted i Exlitbit L

23 Has all requusite power and authority (0 execuie and fulfill the terms of this MOU;

3} Ts familiar with the State’s Preschont Development Grants--Fxpansion Grant Application and is
supportive of and commitied to working on all applicable portions of the State Plan;

4 Wil implement the Scape of Work in Exhibit 1 consisient with the Budget included in section VI of
e State Plan (including existing funds, if aony, thar the Subgrantes s using for activities and services that
help achieve the outcomes of the State Plan); and

2y Wil comply with all of the terms of the Preschool Hxpansion Grants—Expansion Grait, this

- agreenient, and all applicable Federal and State taws and regulations, inchuding laws and regulations
zpplicable to the Preschool Development Grame-~Expangion Grant. mdthe appiicable provisions of
EDGAR (34 CFR Peris 75,77, 79, 80, 32, 84, 86, 97, 9% and 99), and the debarment and suspension
regulations in 2 CFR Part 3485,

11 PROJECT ADMINISTRATION
A, SUBGRANTEE RESPONSIBILITIES

In assisting the Lead Agency L implementing the tasks and activities describad in the State’s Preschoot
Development Grants--Expanston Grant applicatzon, the Sabyrantee wilk |

i1 Dplament the Subgrantee Seops of Work ag 1dentified in Exbibit T of this agreemen;

2} Make arrangements for Figh-Quality Freschool programs to be provided by Farlv Leaning Providers
and will appropriziely monior such entitias;

3) Abude by the Siste’™s Budged ineluded in seetion VT of the $1ate Plan (includine the exisiine funds
s - B . [sad =
from Federal, Staie, private, and local sources, i1 any, that the Subgrantee is using 1o achivve the
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This Memorandum of Undersianding may be amended ondy by writien agrecment signed by each of the
parties invalved, i consultation with ET) and HHMS.
B, DURATION

This Memorandum of Understanding shall be effective. beginnmg with the date of the last signaware
hereon and ending upon :he expiration of the Preschoot Development Grants--Expansion Grant project
pericd,

V. SEGNATURES

Auwthorized Representarive of Lead Agency:

BY0) R
twberd, 2
Bignstung Tt
Fiebeccs Holcombe Secretary of Bducation

Antherized Representative of Subgraniee:

AN |
4‘4&{; | “fégﬁ’fw A, 1O e (&

.

Sigmature P Date
/ /7
£ %
i - o § - o . . . : i
et § ooy Su e T I End et
. A
Print Mume Tiile
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; ; T
: _ i Performance Documentar
Sdeumn | Partivipating | v bt n g - ) \ :
Criterion [ Pary ’ Type of Participation M.eaf.ure {if ion )
. anplicable)
| expanded, includiiy w additiouad high
need conunuuitios
{b)®) i
Oiztgsbrer 9, 2074
=
Mpngiurs {}é sehiowized Bepresestotive of Lead Agerey P
(b)(®)
i [0/
7~ f
7/1 pnature fduthor z:ed/ epresentuiive of subgrantee, if appliicabic) Drate
. £/
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DRAFT

_ o SUBGRANTEE _
PRELIMINARY MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING

{Finat MO o he suhimitied 98 days offer State recelves award, this iv n preliminary, draft RO wa
establish intersst from voeh sabyrantes)

This Memorandum of Understanding. “MOU™) t entered into by and between VT Agency of
Education (“Lead Apency™) and _Rutland Comuiunity Programs {nc. {Rutland County: Head
Start) ("Subgraniee™). The purpose-of this agreement is to establish a framework of coliaboration, as
well a5 articulale specific rofes and responsibilities in support of the State in its implementation of an
appraved Preschoo! Development Grants-Expansion Grant,

L ASSURANCES

The Subgrantee hereby ceriifies and represents that it
1) Agrees io implement those portions of the State Plan indicated in Exbibit 1.
2) Has all requisite power and avthority to execute and fulfilf the terms of this MOLU;

3} is tmniliar with the Stete’s Preschnol Development Gramts~—~Expansion-Crant Application. and is
supporive of mnd committed 1o working on all applicable portions of the Siate Pian;

4) Will implement the Scope of Work in Exhibit] consisient with the Budget included in section VI of
the Siaie Plan {including existing funds, ¥ any, that the Subgramiee is nsing, for activities and servicas that
hel achieve the outcomes. of the State Plau); and '

5) Wil comply with al} of the terms of the Preschiool Expansion Grants -Expansion Grant, this
agreement, and al! apphicable Federal and State laws aod regulations, iaciuding laws and regulations
applicable to the Preschosl Development Gramts--Expsnsion Grant, and the applicable provisions of
EIXGAR (34 CFR Parts 75,77, 79, 81}, 82, 84, 86, 97, 98 and 99), and fhe debarment and srspension
regutations m 2 CFR Parf 3483,

1. PROIBCT ADMINISTRATION
A. SUBGRANTEE RESPONSIBILITIES

In assisting the Lead Agency in impiementing the tasks and activities desoribed in the State’s Preschool
Development Grants--Expansion Grant application, the Suberantee will:

Ly Implement the Subgrantee Scope of Work as identifred in Bxhibit ] of this agresment;,

2} Make arrangements for High-Cualily Preschool progranms 1o be provided by Early Leaning Providers
and will appropristely monitor such ontities;

3y Abide by the Staie’s Budget iwcluded n section VIIT of the State Pian (including the existing funds
from Federal, State, private, and local sowmcss, if any, that the Subgrantee is using to achicve the
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This Memorandum of Understanding may be smended ouly by written agreement signed by cach of the
parlios ipvolved, in consulbation with BD and HES.
V. FORATION

Thix Memerandom of Understanding shall be effective, Bseginning with the date-of the ast signatire
hereon and ending upon fhie expiration-of the Preschool Development Gromt-Erpansion Grant project
petiod. '

V. SHGNATURES

Cltobor 5, 2004

o .

- B TEITATRCE Ligie
ek Courcelle _ Admimistrator
Primt Nogne Title

Authurized Representative of Lead Age ney:

{b)B)
1 Crosaber 8, 2014
Sigmiurs Draite:
Rehecos Holoomste Sepretary of Bducation
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DRART

RUBGRANTEL
PRELIMINARY MEMORARNDUM OF UNDERSTANDING

{Fiual MR s bo grbmicied 96 dave afier State rocaives wward, this is & prefiminary, draft MO (o
estublish interest Iroin ench subgranies)

Thiz Momorn

r"M!}{F }
;’ md \','1 i

bis izgrac-snefrt is m aafiiibiell 2

Cand hetween
-L. = r,{

opsbeeed into |

un2woE of cf}llabm Alion, 82 weEL F ATt

PUIDOES (

enonsibifities mosuppors of thy Siete in e maplemantation of an approved Press
sants-Erpansion Grand,

i AR IANCES

The Subgranice herehy cert

les and roprasonts the

Iy Aprzen 1o implemsnt those pariions of the Bigte Plan Indicated 1y Baivbit 1
2y Han all reouiviic power and authority w sxsouke and It the terme of dhay WIU;

5 wmiliar wir

Presehonot © vciﬂpmnnx (rrante--Expangion Grant Appheation and iy

supportive of and committed 1o working oo &l apphcable porlions of the State Plan,

twiths the Dudpe included in section VT of
e Plan (nche m1g existine fonds, Wany, that the Subpaates is: using for activides and services that
ety eehieve the outcomss of e Swbs Plany; and

=

47 Will hplenen the Scope of Work i Exkibit | cs.‘msisfi'f

the Presehool Bypansion Grante— Expension Grans, this

Wi comply with all of the tovms of

,at all appiiaan-m Fedaral and Siate laws and dshions, ncluding levws and rea?is‘tatisr:zs.
-k #nc the applicable

5, T, U0, 80, B, 84, 36, BT, 98 snd 99, snd the debarmienl and suspersion

o

10! Development Orants

H, PROECT ADWE

- BUBGRANTEE RESPONSIRILITIES

L agsigting the L°a<1 Agency w baplerionting the teaks and activisios d ::::.nt::m i

xpansion Gram applicttion, the Subgraniee will:

iy

raries Soope of W b Bxchibit §of this agrecmen:

rovided by Hatly Leaning |

boAbude by the Siate’s adaet incled

nosecoon ¥il

fone Fedornl. Stat

et em.__ and Toeal sovzues, 17 any, that i i gehiove the

st Dleveinnment Lranie--Dipmnsion O
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IV, DURATION

$Hrcl

A
AR AN

ar

Sy

1

herson
B

]

i

V. SIGHATURES

Saudhorived Represental

(0)(6)

Anthors

i ending upon (e expireiion of the Presshool Tevel

¢ Bepresentative of Su

1on Application for Funding (CFDA 84.419B)-Appendices

srstancing may be amended only by wrilten sgreement signed by sach of the
arion with B0 and HES,

sderstanding shadl beofiootive, beg

bring with the date of the last aignafire

opm

ent Grants--Hxpansion Grant projet

13

Lesd Avenoy:

Ve

Cipicvhear.

Seqretary eif Education

Franies:
Franves:

Bript Mame
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" Selection | Parfisipating
e

! Type of Farticipation

Ludfieny o additionel high

"ot exrpanded,
o porsmenities

Perfnrmancs

| Procumental |

(b)(6)

-

Maasure {if - inn
j applieablel
[
i
1,
Qctober 5, 2004

Signavwre [dwhorisd Kepreseriiative of Lead Ageioy)

(b)(6)

Tiate

T

sture [Authorized Reprosentative of subgranies, if applicabie)
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BRAFT

: RUBGRANIREE
PRELIMINARY MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING

{Final MOU to be spbmitted 98 days after State receives award, this is a prefiminary, draft MOU o
estabilgh interest from each subgraniee)

This Memorandum of Understanding (" WOU"} is entered into by and betwesn VT Aeency of
Education ("Lead Agency™) and_The Windsor Southeast Supervisory Linion

USubgrantee”). The purpose of this agreement = to euablish a fimmeawark of collaboration, as welf a3
articutare specific roles and responsibilities in suppart of the State in jis implementation of an appruved
Preschool Deveiopment Grants—Expansion Grant,

L ASSURANCES

The Subgrantee herchy certifies ard represents that it
1) Agrees o imprement those pordons of the State Plan indicated in Exhibit L

13 Fas alf vequisite power and authority fo exeeute and fulfill the terms of this RO
I} ks familiar with the State’s Preschool Development Grants--Expansion Gran. Application and i
supportive of and commited to working on all applicable pattions of the State Plan:

43 Will implemens the Scope of Work in Exhibiz | consistent with the Budgst inchsded in section VIl of
the State Plan {inciuding existing Tunds, if any, that the Subgrantes is using for sctivities and services that
hedp achiove the outeomes of the State Pland; and

53 Will comply with all of the wrms of the Preschool Expansion Grants—Expansion Grant, this
agreoment, and el applicable Federal and State Jaws and regulzfions, Ericlunii'ng laws amd ii@g‘uiati@hs
applicable to the Preschoot Developmern Grants—Expansion Grant, and the applicable provisions of
EDGAR (34 CFR Parts 75, 77, 79, 80. 82, 64, 86, 07, 98 and 99), and {he debannent and susnension
regatations i1 2 CFR Part 3485,

L PROIECT ADMINIRTRATION
A. SUBGRANTEE RESFONSIRILITIES

In assisting the Leoad Agency in implementing the tasks and activilics cescribed in the Staie’s Preschoo]
Development GUrants--Expansion Grant application, the Subgrantee will:

1} Implement the Subgrantee Scope of Work as idemified i Bxhibi [ of this agreement;

2Y Wlake arrengaments for High-Quality Preschool programs to be provided by Farly Leaning Providers

and will appropriately monitor such entities;
3} Abide by the Swie’s Budget included in section VI of the State Plan (including the existing fonds
from Federal, State, private, and locaj sources, if any, that the Subhgrantee is using 1o achieve the
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This Memerandum of Understanding mav be amended only by written agreement signed by each of the
parties invoived, in consuliation with ED and HAS.

V. DURATION

This Memorandum of Understanding shall be offective, beginning with the date of the last sigrature

herzon and ending uson the expiratian of the Preschodo! Development Grants--Expansion Grant project

period.
V. BIGNATURES

Authorized Representative of Lead Agency:

(b)(6)

Stzasture

Eabwoca Holoombe

Chotobrer O, 2034

it

Secretary of Bducation

Preint Mame Tiile
A ) :
Authogtzed Repre&;emahﬁ? of Subgrantee:
; Py - ;
Y
)
4 A ! o 3
fl'\ ’é‘:{‘-:”’b / ool i
Signatuse - iraie
A
! L
/~7 1 F o f::) Flod ¥ e —_—
i i . th o ) = -4_—'*-\,\ = W g [/’ ] ‘l 7 1 "“
s_,'{// '%(u i L RN & S o t.,?L}Z/%QF{ W D
Frint Name Title
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'Sclegfh;-;,m Parﬁmpatmg T I_’crfc_nrni:ufce Dognmentat
Criterion | Party Type of Participation: Measure (if fon
S applicable}

expanded, inciudmg to additional kigh
nead cominunities

Hivnwlupe Jdwforized Represeriiive v Sewd dgonsed

(b)(6)

—

—

S

Crotiiner S 2004

v
Ihate

/@..ﬂé ~ /Y

Signature (Anthorized Representative

£,
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DRAFT

WINDHAM SOUTHEAST SUPERVISORY UNION
PREEIMINARY MEMORANDUM OFUNDERSTANDING

(Final MOU to be submitted 99 days after State receives award. this is a preliminary, draft MOU o
establish interest from each suhgrantee)

This Memorandum of Understanding {“MGOU™) is entsred into by and hetween VT Agency of
Education__ {“Lead Agency™) and Windhan Southeast Supervisery Union {fWSESU)
(“Subgrantze™. The purpose of this agreement is 1o establish 2 framework of collaboralion, as well as’
arniculate specific roles and responsibifities in support of the $tare in its implementation of an approved
Preschool Development Gramis—Exnansion Grant, :

L ASSURANCES

The Subgrantee hereby certifies and represents that it:
1} Agrees to implement those portions of the Siate Plan indieated in Exhibit 1
2} Hag all requistie power and authorily (0 execute and fulfill the terms of this MOLU:

3y s familiar with the State’s Preschoo! Development Granss--Expansion Grant Application and Is
supponiive of and committed e working on all applicable portions of the State Pian;

4} Wili implement the Scope of Work in Bxhibit | consistent with the Rudget included in section VIHL of
the State Plan (incleding existing funds, ifany, that the Subgrantee is using for activities and servicas taat
help achieve the outcomes of the State Plan}): and

51 Will comply with aH of the terms of the Preschool Expansion Grams -Expansion Grant, this
agrcement, and afl applicable Tederal and State laws and regulaiions, including laws and regulations
applicable 1o the Preschoo! Development Grants—Expunsion Grant, and the applicable provisions of
EDGAR {34 CFR Parts 75, 77, 75, 80, 82, 84, 86, 97, 98 and 99). and the debarmeant and suspension
regufations in 2 CFR Part 3485,

R PROJECT ADMINISTRATION
A, SUBGRAWNTLEL RESPOMNSIBILITIES

In assisting the Lead Agency in implementing the tasks and activilies described in the State’s Preschool
Bevelopment Grams——Expansion Grant application, the Subgrantee will;

1} lmplement the Subgrantee Scope of Work as identified in Exhibit I of this agreement;

2} Muke arrangemens for High-{Quaiity Preschoat programs @ be provided by Early Leaning Providers
and will appropriately monizor such entities;

31 Ahide by the State’s Budget included in section VIII of the State Plan (including the existing funds
romy Federal. State, private. and local sources, if any, that the Subarantee i using 1o achieve the
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This Memorandum of Understanding may be amended only by written agreement signed by each of the
parties invelved, in consultation with ED and HHS.
IV. DURATION

This Memorandum of Understanding shall be effective, beginaing with the date of the last signature
hereon and ending upon the expiration of the Preschool Development Grants--Expansion Grant project
period.

V. SIGNATURES

Authorized Representative of Lead Agency:

{b)(6)
Octeber 9, 2004
Signature '  Daw
Rebeces Hotorme ' Secrefary of Bducation

Authorized Represenative of Subgrantee:

ﬁfm @/olr
. \) ? {

Signatre Date
: [Zm J%AZ’I(@L/ «\FC{PE/((Q"Z%&M
Print Name / Tide

PR/Award & 541381500308
Page £330



e - e N FFRORE- PDG-—E—)&pﬁﬂSlOﬂ App]lC&[lOl‘l tor Fundmg (CFDA 84.41 9B) Appendlces _

expandud e h.uima ic admtacmdl h1gh

S 148 -
I 1 ! Performance | Documentst
: :Selje cis}on ? Participating Type ofPﬁrtlmpatmn i Meastre (if | ion
Criverion . i Pﬂm | applicahle} |
I

1 nesd communities.

([BE

Crofaosbrer @, 2014

Rigrovuse fdwithorived Repraseniotive of Lo -
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LRI

(b)(6)
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. SUBGRANTEE =
PRELIMINARY MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING

(Final MOU to be submitted 90 days after State receives award, ¢his is a prefiminary, draft MOU w
estabiish interest from each subgrantee)

This Memorandum of Understanding (“MOU™) is entered inio by and between VT Acency of
Edugation (*Lead Agency™) and __Southeastern Vermont Community Action Head

Start (“Subgrantee”). The purpose of this agreement is to establish a framework of coliaboration,
as well as articulate specific roles and responsibilities in support of the State in its uplementation of an
approved Preschool Development Grants—Expansion Grant.

L ASSURANCES
The Subgrantee hereby certifies and represents that it
13 Agrees to implement these portions of the State Plan indicated in Fxhibit 1.
2y Has all requisite power and authority o execure and fulfil the rerms of this MOU;

3} Is familiar with the Stare’s Preschool Development Grants--Expansion Girant Application and is
supportive of and committed to working on 4l applicable poriions of the State Plan;

4} Wil implemnent the Scope of Work in FExhibit 1 consisient with the Budget included in section VIl of
the State Plan (inchiding existing funds, 1f any, that the Subgrantee is using for activiies and services that
help achieve the outcomes of the State Plan); and -

53 Will comply with all of the terms of the Preschool Expansion Grants—Expansion Grant, this
agreement, and all applicablic Federal and State laws and regulations, including laws and regulations
applicable 10 the Preschicol Development Grants—Expansion (3rant, and the applicable provisions of
EDGAR (34 CFR Parts 75, 77, 79, 80, 82, 84, 86