PR/Award #f S419B 150027

U.S. Department of Education
Washington, D.C. 20202-5335

APPLICATION FOR GRANTS
UNDER THE

Preschool Development Grants - Expansion
CIFDA # 84.419B
PR/Award # S419B 150027

Gramts.gov Tracking#: GRANT11762450

OMB No. [810-0718, Expiration Date: 02/28/2015

Closing Dater Oce |5, 2014



**Tabhle of Contents™

Form Page
1. Application for Federal Assistance SF-424 el
2. Assurances Non-Construction Programs (SF 4248) 26
3. Disclosure Of Lobbying Activities (SF-LLL} ed
4. ED GEPA427 Form ed
Aftachment - T {1236-SCPreKGEPA) el10
5. Gramts.gov Lobbying Form el
6. ED Abstract Marrative Form el2
Attachment - 1 {1235-SCPreKAbstract) el3d
7. Project Marrative Form el1b
Attachment - 1 {1242-SCPreKProjeciNarrative) el
8. Other Narrative Form e84
Attachment - 1 (1237-SCPreKExcefTables) e85
Aftachment - 2 {1238-SCindirecicostinfo) e8b
Attachment - 3 {1239-SCindirectcostrate) el7
Attachment - 4 {1240-SCPreKAppendices) eI
Attachment - 5 (1241-SCPreKAssurances) 2291
8. Budget Marrative Form €293
Attachment - 1 {1234-SCPreKBudgetNarrative) 2294
10. Form ED 524 Budget 1_2-V1.2.pdf e301
11. Form ED_SF424 Supplement 1 2-V1.2.pdf 2303

This application was generated using the PLF functionality. The PLF functionality automatically numbers the pages in. this application. Some pages/sections of this application may. contain 2
sets ot page numbers, one sat created by the apphcant and the other set created by a-Apphcaton's POF functionality, Page numbers creatad by the e-Application PDF funchonality will be
preceded by the letter o ffor example, o1, 02, 03, cle.).

[2)4) |

Page e2



OMB Number: 4040-0004
Expiration Date: 8/31,2016

Application for Federal Assistance SF-424

" 1. Type of Submission: * 2. Type of Application: " If Revision, select appropriate letter{s):
[] Preapplication [<] New ‘ ‘
X Application [ ] Continuation * Other {Speify}:

[ ] Changed/Corrected Application | [ ] Revision | |

- 3. Date Received: 4. Applicant |dentifier:
l10.-'15.-‘2014 ‘ ‘ ‘

5a. Federal Entity Identifier: 5b, Federal Award |dentifier;

| i

State Use Only:

6. Date Received by State: I:l 7. State Application ldentifier: | |

8. APPLICANT INFORMATION:

"a. legalName! |seoarh Cereling Tirst Steps te Schcel Readiness l

~ b. EmplayerTaxpayer [dentification Mumber (EIN/TINY: - ¢. Organizational DUNS:

ST-I08RTRTE | |1124226CCCCCC

d. Address:

" Streett: ‘1 A00 Surior Suroo ‘
Street2: |:-',1;i.-.e 1cc |

* City: Colurkia |
County/Parish: ‘FW chlard ‘

" State: | S00: South Carolirca |
Province: | |

" Country: | Ush: UMTTED STATES |

" Zip/ Postal Code: ‘2 GACT-3340 ‘

e. Organizational Unit:

Department Name: Division Mame:

f. Name and contact information of person to be contacted on matters invelving this application:

Prefix: ‘Dr‘ ] “ First Name:  |panial ‘
Middle Name: |F |

" Last Name: |-ﬂ-,d-gri |
Suffix; ‘ l

Title: ‘Dr;\.pu'_ v Diroclor

Organizational Affiliation:

‘SOL::}‘. CZaralira Firat Stesps o 3chool Readinass ‘

" Telephone Mumber: |ap:-v2a-g1o0 Fax Mumber: |g02-724-7473" ]

"Email: [dwucrifsclirslalops.cry ‘

PR/Award & 54138150027
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Application for Federal Assistance SF-424

* 9. Type of Applicant 1: Select Applicant Type:

[A: State Covernment ‘

Type of Applicant 2: Select Applicant Type:

‘M: Monoroelit with S01C5 TRS Stetus (Dther tLhan Tnstituticon of Righer Fduoation) ‘

Type of Applicant 3: Select Applicant Type:

| |

* Other (specify):

|

*10. Name of Federal Agency:

l[J,S, Tepartment of Fducation

11. Catalog of Federal Domestic Assistance Number:

|S4.419

CFDA Title:

Preschoeol Zoveloomenl, Granls

*12. Funding Opportunity Number:

Lo-ERANTS-051514-002

* Title:

Olilce ol ElemenLary and Scooendary Educallicn (QGESEY @ Preschool Zeveleomenl Granls: Expansion
Granls CEDA Numizer 24.419B

13. Competition Identification Number:

29 419B2015 1

Title:

14. Areas Affected by Project (Cities, Counties, States, etc.):

Add Attachment Delete Attachment View Attachment

* 15. Descriptive Title of Applicant's Project:

Fxpanding ligh-Juslity Preschecl Programs in Scuth Csraelins

Attach supporting documents as specified in agency instructions.

Add Attachments Delete Attachments View Attachments

PR/Award & 54138150027
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Application for Federal Assistance SF-424

16. Congressional Districts Of:

" a. Applicant " b. Program/Project

Attach an additional list of Program¢Project Congressional Districts if needed.

Add Attachment ‘ View Attachment ‘

17. Proposed Project:

a. Start Date: " b. End Date:

18. Estimated Funding ($):

* a. Federal | 17,500, COC. o0

* b. Applicant [ GG

" ¢. State | c.ccf

*d. Local | [

" a. Other [ [EHY

*f. Program. Income | C. CC|
|

*g. TOTAL

*19. Is Application Subject to Review By State Under Executive Order 12372 Pracess?

X a. This application was made available ta the State under the Executive Order 12372 Process far review on -

D b. Program is subject to E.Q. 12372 but has not been selected by the State for review.
[ ] ¢. Program is not cavered by E.O. 12372,

* 20. Is the Applicant Delinquent On Any Federal Debt? {If "Yes,” provide explanation in attachment.)
[]ves No

If *Yes", provide explanation and attach

‘ Add Attachment

21. *By signing this application, | certify {1} to the statements contained in the list of certifications** and (2) that the statements
herein are true, complete and accurate to the best of my knowledge. | also provide the required assurances™ and agree to
comply with any resulting terms if | accept an award. | am aware that any false, fictitious, or fraudulent statements or claims may
subject me to criminal, civil, or administrative penalties. (U.S. Code, Title 218, Section 1001)

| AGREE

** The list of certifications and assurances, or an internet site where you may obtain this list, is contained in the announcemant or agency
specific.instructions.

Authorized Representative:

Prefix: lr-:]_c,- . ‘ * First Name:  [3uszan ]
Middle Nams: | |

*LastName: [sevanny |
Suffix: [ ‘

" Title: |Uire-:tcr |

* Telephone Number: |so35-7349-030] | Fax Number: |23 32 1231

* Email: lsc:c‘_".;c'_‘ru'l'_-_.-'@ sollrsiglons, orng |

* Signature of Authorized Representative: Belty Gardiner

* Date Signed: |m_.-15.-'2m4 ]

PR/Award & 54138150027
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OMB Number: 4040-0007
Expiration Date: 06/30/2014

ASSURANCES - NON-CONSTRUCTION PROGRAMS

Public reporting burden for this collection of information is estimated tc average 15 minutes per response, including time for reviewing
instructions, searching existing data sources, gathering and maintaining the data needed, and completing and reviewing the collection of
information. Send comments regarding the burden estimate or any other aspect of this collection of information, including suggestions for
reducing this burden, to the Office of Management and Budget, Paperwaork Reduction Project (0348-0040), Washington, DC 20503.

PLEASE DO NOT RETURN YOUR COMPLETED FORM TO THE OFFICE OF MANAGEMENT AND BUDGET. SEND
IT TO THE ADDRESS PROVIDED BY THE SPONSORING AGENCY.

NOTE:  Certain of these assurances may not be applicable to your project or program. If you have questions, please contact the

awarding agency. Further, certain Federal awarding agencies may require applicants to certify to additional assurances.
If such is the case, you will be notified.

As the duly authecrized representative of the applicant, | certify that the applicant:

1.

Has the legal authority to apply for Federal assisiance
and the institutional, managerial and financial capability
{including funds sufficient to pay the non-Federal share
of project cost) to ensure proper planning, management
and completion of the project described in this
application.

Act of 1973, as amended (28 U.5.C. §794}, which
prohibits discrimination on the basis of handicaps; (d)
the Age Discrimination Act of 1975, as amended {42 L.
5.C. §86101-6107), which prohibits discrimination on
the basis of age; (e} the Brug Abuse Office and
Treatment Act of 1972 (P.L. 92-255), as amended,
relating to nondiscrimination on the basis of drug

2. Wil give the awarding agency, the Comptroller General abuse; {f) the Comprehensive Alcohol Abuse and
of the United States and, if appropriate, the State, Alcoholism Prevention, Treatment and Rehabilitation
through any authorized representative, access to and Act of 1970 (P.L. 91-618}, as amended, relating to
the right to examine all records, bocks, papers, or nandiscrimination on the basis of alcohol abuse or
documents related to the award; and will establish a aleoholism; (g) §§523 and 527 of the Public Health
proper accounting system in accordance with generally Service Act of 1912 (42 U.5.C. §§290 dd-3 and 290
accepted accounting standards or agency directives. ae- 3), as amended, relating to confidentiality of alcohol

and drug abuse patient records; (h} Title VIII of the Civil

3. Wil establish safeguards to prohibit employees from Rights Act of 1968 (42 U.5.C. §83601 etseq.}, as
using their positions for a purpose that constitutes or amended, relating te nendiscrimination in the sale.
presents the appearance of personal or organizational rental or financing of housing; (i) any other
conflict of interest, or personal gain. nandiscrimination provisions in the specific statute(s)

under which application for Federal assistance is being

4. Willinitiate and complete the work within the applicable made; and. (j) the requirements of any other
time frame after receipt of approval of the awarding nondiscrimination statute(s) which may apply to the
agency. application.

5.  Will comply with the Intergovernmental Personnel Act of :{:gll.u(i:r%r:wpeliiso;fh$;|:;ria;deCﬁlrnoglltig,ljvr:ti?otrr;r?
197042 U.5.C. §§4728-4763) refating to prescribed Relocation Assistance and Real Property Acquisition
standards for merit systems for programs funded under Policies Act of 1970 (P.L. 91-548) which provide for
i;?)éjrzcti?xe }: ifsglguhfq?: g{arsg;:ggc;gf asir‘leg:if{esdylsntem of fair and equitablg treatment of persons displaced or
Personnel Administration (5 C.F.R. 800, Subpart F). whose property is acquired as a result Of. Federal or

' ’ federally-assisted programs. These requirements
. . . apply to all interests in real property acquired for
6. Will comply with all Federal statutes relating to project purposes regardless of Federal participation in

nondiscrimination. These include but are not limited to:
(a} Title V1 of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 {P.L. 88-352)
which prohibits discrimination on the basis of race, color
or national origin; (b} Title IX of the Education
Amendments of 1972, as amended (20 U.5.C.§§1681-
1683, and 1685-1686), which prohibits discrimination on
the basis of sex; {c) Section 504 of the Rehabilitation

Previous Edition Usable

Authorized for Laocal Repraoduction

purchases.

Will comply, as applicable, with provisions of the
Hatch Act (5 U.S.C. §§1501-1508 and 7324-7328)
which limit the political activities of employses whose
principal employment activities are funded in whole
or in part with Federal funds.

Standard Form. 424B (Rev. 7-97)
Prescribed by CMB Circular A-102

PR/Award & 54138150027
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9. Will comply, as applicable, with the provisions of the Davis-
Bacon Act (40 U.S.C. §§276a to 276a-7), the Copeland Act
{40 U.5.C. §276¢ and 18 U.5.C. §874}, and the Contract
Work Hours and Safety Standards Act {40 U.5.C. §§327-
333}, regarding labor standards for federally-assisted
construction subagresments.

10. Will comply, if applicable, with flood insurance purchase
requirements of Section 102{a} of the Flood Disaster
Protsction Act of 1973 (P.L. 93-234) which requires
recipients in a special flood hazard area to participate in the
program and to purchase flood insurance if the total cost of
insurable construction and acguisition is $10,000 or more.

11. Will comply with environmental standards which may be
prescribed pursuant to the following: (aj institution of
environmental quality control measures under the National
Environmental Policy Act of 1969 (P.L. 91-190) and
Executive Order {(EQ) 11514; (b). notification of viclating
facilities pursuant to EQ 11738; (c} protection of wetlands
pursuant to EQ 11980; (d) evaluation of flood hazards in
floodplains in accordance with EQ 11988; (e) assurance of
project consistency with the approved State management
program developed under the Coastal Zone Management
Actof 1872 (16 U.S.C. §§1451 et seq.); {f) conformity of
Federal actions ta State (Clean Air) Implementation Plans
under Section 176(¢c) of the Clean Air Act of 1855, as
amended (42 U.5.C. §§7401 et seq.); (g) protection of
underground sources of drinking water under the Safe
Drinking Water Act of 1974, as amended (P.L. 93-523};
and, (h} protection of endangered species under the
Endangered Species Act of 1973, as amended (P.L. 93-
205}).

12, Will comply with the Wild and Scenic Rivers Act of
1868 (16 U.5.C. §81271 ef seq.) related to protecting
components or potential components of the national
wild and scenic rivers system.

13. Will assist the awarding agency in assuring compliance
with Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation
Act of 1966, as amended (16 U.5.C. §470), EO 11593
{identification and protection of historic properties), and
the Archaeological and Histaric Preservation Act of
1974 (16 U.S.C. §§46%a-1 et seq.).

14. Will comply with P.L. 83-348 regarding the protection of
human subjects involved in research, development, and
related activities suppored by this award of assistance.

15. Will comply with the Laboratory Animal Welfare Act of
1966 {P.L. 89-544, as amended, 7 U.5.C. §§2131 st
seq.) pertaining to the care, handling, and treatiment of
warm blooded animals held for research, teaching, or
other activilies supported by this award of assistance.

16. Will comply with the Lead-Based Paint Poisoning
Prevention Act {42 U.S.C. §§4801 et seq.} which
prohibits the use of lead-based paint in construction or
rehabilitation of residence structures.

17. Will cause to be performed the required financial and
compliance audits in accordance with the Single Audit
Act Amendments of 1896 and OMB Circular No. A-133,
"Audits of States, Local Governments, and Non-Profit
Qrganizations.”

18. Will comply with all applicable requirements of all other
Federal laws, executive orders, regulations, and paolicies
governing this program.

19. Will comply with the requirements of Seclion 106(g} of
the Trafficking Victims Protection Act {TVPA) of 2000, as
amended (22 U.8.C. 7104} which prohibits grant award
recipients or a sub-recipient from {1} Engaging in severe
forms of trafficking in persons during the period of time
that the award is in effect (2) Procuring a commercial
sex act during the period of time that the award is in
effect or {3) Using forced labor in the performance of the
award or subawards under the award.

SIGNATURE OF AUTHORIZED CERTIFYING OFFICIAL

TITLE

Zolly Zardinoe

|:.'- Ireolor |

APPLICANT ORGANIZATION

DATE SUBMITTED

South Carolina Fai-so Suops vo School Readinsss

1071572014 |

Standard Form 4248 (Rev. 7-97) Back

PR/Award # 54188150027
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DISCLOSURE OF LOBBYING ACTIVITIES

Approved by OMB
Complete this form to disclose lobbying activities pursuant to 31 U.5.C.1352

0348-0046
1. " Type of Federal Action: 2. * Status of Federal Action: 3. " Report Type:
l:‘ a. centract |:| a. bid'elfer/apphcation & a. initial filing
g b grant b. initial award El b. matetial change
l:‘ C. cooperative agraement |:| ¢ post-award
I:] d. loan
D e |oan guarantes
I:] f. loan insurance
4. Name and Address of Reporting Entity:
[E Frime l:l SubAwardes
* Wame | . |
MSA
* Streat 1 | . | Streat 2 [ |
. ; Zi
City |.‘-| S | State |:;L':: oubh Tarcloina | w0 | |
Congressional District, f known: |
6. * Federal Department/Agency: 7. * Federal Program Name/Description:
[EY Fregcholl D s lLuenl, Glanl
CFDA Number, if applicable |v| A
8. Federal Action Number, if known. 9. Award Amount, /f known:
$| l
10. a. Name and Address of Lobbying Registrant:
Prefix I:l * First Name e | Midthe Name l ‘
“ Lasl Name |r . ] Suffix I:l
* Street 1 | l Streat 2 | ]
~ ity [ | State | | Zip | ]
b. Individual Periorming Services (incuding address if ditferent from No. 10a
Prefix I:l " First Name [, | Middle Nama | |
* Last Name ||- . | Suiffix I:l
* Street 1 | l Street 2 | |
' City | | State | | Zip | |
Information requested through this tarm is authorized by title 31 1LL.5.C. section 1352, This disclosure of Iobbying actwities is a material represantation of tact upon which
11.
reliance was placed by the tier above whan the transaction was made or entered into. This disclasure 15 reguired pursuant to 21 US.C. 1352, This information will be reported to
the Congress semi-annually and will be avallable for public inspection. Any person who fails to file the required disclosure shall be subjact to a civil penalty of not less than
$10,000 and not rmove than $100,000 tor each such failure.
* Signature: v, careivo |
*Name: Prefix - First Name [ | Midale Name |
ERRp Y]
* Lasi Name | - | Suittix I:l
Title: || ootz | Telephone No.: = - ciq-ue |Dal9! |'_ WEIE A A
Authorized lor Lacal Reproduction,
.Federal Use Only: Standard Form - LLL (Rev. 7-87)

N PN
PR/Award ¥ S418B 150027
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Tracking Number:GRANT 11762450

OMB Number: 1894-0005
Expiration Date: 33/31/2017

NOTICE TO ALL APPLICANTS

The purpose of this enclosure is to inform you about a new .
provision in the Department of Education's General
Education Provisions Act (GERA) that applies to applicants
for new grant awards under Department programs.. This
provision is. Section 427 of GEPA, enacted as part of the
Improving America's Schools Act of 1994 (Public Law (P.L.}
103-382).

To Whom Does This Provision Apply?

Section 427 of GEPA affects applicants for new grant
awards under this program. ALL APPLICANTS FOR
NEW AWARDS MUST INCLUDE INFORMATION IN
THEIR APFPLICATIONS TO ADDRESS THIS NEW
PROVISION IN ORDER TO RECEIVE FUNDING UNDER
THIS PROGRAM.

{If this program is a State-formula grant program, a State
needs to provide this description only for projects or
activities that it carries out with funds reserved for State-level
uses. In addition, local school districts or other eligible
applicants that apply to the State for tunding need to provide
this description in their applications to the State for funding.
The State would be responsible for ensuring that the school
district or other local entity has submitted a sufficient

section 427 statement as described below.)

What Does This Provision Require?

Section 427 requires. each applicant for funds {other than an.
individual person) to include in its application a description
of the steps the. applicant proposes to take tc ensure
equitable access to, and participation in, its
Federally-assisted program for students, teachers, and.
other program beneficiaries with special needs. . This
pravision allows applicants discretion in developing the.
required description.. The. statute highlights six types of
parriers that can impede equitable access or. participation:
gender, race, national arigin, color, disability, or age. .
Based on local circumstances, you should determine
whether these or other barriers. may prevent your students,
teachers, etc. fram such access or participation in, the
Federally-funded project or activity. The description in your .
application of steps to be taken to overcome these barriers
need not be lengthy; you may provide. a clear and succinct

description of how you plan to address those barriers that are
applicable to your circumstances. In addition. the information
may be provided in a single narrative, or, if appropriate, may
be discussed in connection with related topics in the
application.

Section 427 is not intended to duplicate the requirements. of
civil rights statutes, but rather to ensure that, in designing
their projects, applicants for Federal funds address equity
concerns that may affect the ahility of certain potential
heneficiaries to fully pariicipate in the project and to achieve
to high standards. Consistent with program requirements and
its. approved application, an applicant may use the Federal
funds awarded to it to eliminate barriers it identifies.

What are Examples of How an Applicant Might Satisfy the
Requirement of This Provision?

The following examples may help illustrate how an applicant
may comply with Section 427.

{1} An applicant that proposes to carry out an adult literacy
preject serving, ameng others, adults with limited English,
preficiency, might describe in its application how it intends to
distribute a brochure about the proposed project to such
potential participants in their native. language.

{2} An applicant that proposes to develop instructional
materials for classroom use might describe how it will make
the materials available on audio tape or in braille for students
who are blind.

{3} An applicant that proposes to carry out a model science
program for secondary students and is concerned that girls
may be less likely than boys to enroll in the course, might
indicate how it intends to conduct "outreach” efforts to girls,
to encourage their enroliment.

We racognize that many applicants may already be
implementing effective steps to ensure equity of
access and participation in their grant programs, and
we appreciate your cooperation in responding to the
requirements of this provision.

Estimated Burden Statement for GEPA Requirements

According to the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1985, no persons are required to respond to a collection of information unless such
collection displays a valid OMB control number. Public reporting burden for this collection of informaticn is estimated to average
1.5 hours per response, including time for reviewing instructions, searching existing data sources, gathering and maintaining the
data needed, and completing and reviewing the collection of information. The obligation to respond to this collection is required to
obtain or retain benefit {(Public Law 103-382). Sand comments regarding the burden estimate or any other aspect of this collection
of information, including suggestions for reducing this burden, to the U.S. Department of Education, 403 Maryland Ave., SW,
Washingten, DC  20210-4537 or email ICDocketMgr@ed.gov and reference the QMB Control Number 1894-0005.

Optional - You may attach 1 file to this page.

STETveRINEN pdf

‘ Delete.Attachmentl View Attachment

PR/Award # 54188150027
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SOUTH CAROLINA PRESCHOOL DEVELOPMENT GRANT - EXPANSION

GEPA 427 STATEMENT

South Carolina’s ambitious and achicvable plan for preschool expansion mects GEPA 427
requirements to ensure equitable access equitable access to, and participation in, its Federally-
assisted program for students, teachers, and other program beneficiaries, inclusive of gender,
race, national origin, color, disability, or age. As described in its Project Narrative, South

Carolina meets these requirements based on:
Inclusion of children with disabilities as part ol a high-quality preschool program;

Inclusion of most geographic areas ol the state, and within each area, inclusion of public schools,
Head Starts, and private providers to offer families with children of all races, genders, colors,
and national origins the ability to choose a high-quality preschool program that best fits their

needs;
Localized recruitment plans to target hard-to-reach populations; and

Customized services based on individual family needs, provided by high-quality preschool
programs and local collaborations with First Stcps County Partnership and other scrvice

providers.

PR/Award & 54138150027
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CERTIFICATION REGARDING LOBBYING

Certification for Cantracts, Grants, Loans, and Cooperative Agreements

The undersigned certifies, to the best of his or her knowledge and belief, that:

(1) No Federal appropriated funds have been paid or will be paid, by or on behalf of the undersigned, tc any
persen for influencing or attempting to influence an officer or employee of an agency, a Member of
Congress, an officer ar employee of Cangress, or an employee of a Member of Congress in connection with
the awarding of any Federal contract, the making of any Federal grant, the making of any Federal loan, the
entering into of any cooperative agreement, and the extension, continuation, renewal, amendment, or
modification of any Federal contract, grant, lean, or cooperative agreement.

(2) if any funds other than Federal appropriated funds have been paid or will be paid to any person for
influgncing or attempting to influence an officer or employee of any agency, a Member of Congress, an
officer or emplayee of Congress, or an employee of a Member of Cangress in connecticn with this Federal
contract, grant, loan, or cooperative agreement, the undersigned shall complete and submit Standard
Form-LLL, "Disclosure of Lobbying Activities," in accordance with its instructions.

(3) The undersigned shall require that the language of this certification be included in the award documents
for all subawards at all tiers {including subcontracts, subgrants, and contracts under grants, leans, and
cooperative agreements) and that all subrecipients shall certify and disclose accordingly. This certification
is a material representation of fact upon which reliance was placed when this transaction was made or
entered into. Submission of this certification is a prerequisite for making or entering into this transaction
impased by section 1352, title 31, U.S. Code. Any person who fails to file the required certification shall be
subject to a civil penalty of not less than $10,00 0 and not more than $100,000 for each such failure.

Statement for Loan Guarantees and Loan Insurance
The undersigned states, to the best of his or her knowledge and belief, that:

It any funds have been paid or will be paid to any persen for influencing or attempting to influence an officer
or employee of any agency, a Member of Congress. an cfficer or employee of Congress, or an employee of
a Member of Congress in connection with this commitment providing for the United States to insure or
guarantee a lean, the undersigned shall complete and submit Standard Ferm-LLL, "Disclosure of Lobbying
Activities,"” in accordance with its instructions. Submission of this statement is a prerequisite for making or
entering into this transaction imposed by section 1352, title 31, U.S. Code. Any person who fails to file the
required statement shall be subjec t to a civil penalty of not less than $10,000 and not more than $100,000
for each such failure.

" APPLICANT'S ORGANIZATION

lSCuth Carcling Tirst Steps teo Schcel Readiness

" PRINTED NAME AND TITLE OF AUTHORIZED REPRESENTATIVE

Prefix: * First Name: [3uzan | Middle Name:|
* Last Name: [r-ronrs | sumc[ ]

* Title:

Lireclo:

* SIGNATURE:

Fotty Gardinar ‘ *DATE:|;C;15;23;¢_

PR/Award & 54138150027
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Abstract

The abstract narrative must not exceed cne page and should use language that will be understood by a range of audiences.
Far all projects, include the project title {if applicable}, goals, expected outcomes and contributions for research, policy,
practice, etc. Include population to be served, as appropriate. For research applications, also include the following:

= Theoretical and conceptual background of the study {i.e., prior research that this investigation builds upon and that
provides a compelling rationale for this study)

« Research issues, hypotheses and questions being addressed

= Study design including a brief description of the sample including sample size, methads, principals dependent,
independent, and control variables, and the approach to data analysis.

[Note: For a non-slectronic submission, include the name and address of your organization and the name, phone number and
e-mail address of the contact person for this project.]
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Expanding High-Quality Preschool Programs in South Carolina

South Carolina First Steps to School Readiness (website: scfirststeps.org)

1300 Sumter Street, Suite 100, Columbia, SC 29201

Contact: Dr. Dan Wuori, Deputy Dircctor

803-734-100 , 803-312-4532 (c), 803-734-1431 (), c-mail: dwuori@scfirststeps.org

Scction A. Exccutive Summary

In response to the federal Preschool Development Grants — Expansion Grant Competition, the
state of South Carolina proposes an ambitious and achievable plan for expanding access to

High-Quality Preschool Programs to low-income children in up to 73 local school districts.

Building upon the statc’s 30-ycar commitment to publicly-funded prekindergarten — including
recent expansions which have seen state’s investment more than double since FY12 — South

Carolina proposes to:

e Create at least 1,700 High-Quality Preschool expansion slots for low-income four-year-
olds in 12 expansion districts underscrved by the state’s voluntary, mixed-delivery 4K
expansion. Subgrantees in these communities would include both school districts and
private preschool providers meeting the definition of High-Quality.

¢ Enhance the quality of an estimated 1,864 existing state slots. Consistent with grant
guidelines, South Carolina proposes the use of grant funds to: 1) expand public school
half-day programs to full-day within the 12 expansion districts, and 2) provide
supplemental funding to private providers in 73 eligible districts to allow them to employ
teachers with bachelors’ degrees in early childhood and compensate them at rates

comparable to those offered by local districts.

At least 959% of the state’s total award will be subgranted directly to public and private
preschool providers, with the remaining 5% supporting infrastructure needs including

statcwide profcssional development, data system upgrades, and required grant monitoring.

PR/Award & 54138150027
Page e13



Because of South Carolina’s robust existing structure, the state hopes to reach full enrollment

targets no later than Year Two.

South Carolina’s existing state preschool programs operate under guidelines nearly identical to

the federal government’s definition of High-Quality. All grant-lunded students will attend in

classrooms meeting this definition and will:

Be connected to comprehensive services — including culturally and linguistically
responsive outreach and communication, special education services, and family
engagement supports.

Be assessed across essential and clearly articulated domains of school readiness
upon kindergarten entry.

Engage in meaninglul and appropriate transition activities as they advance to

kindergarten.

South Carolina’s application meets criteria for each of the Preschool Development Grant’s

three Competitive Priorities:

Due to expanded FY 15 appropriations, South Carolina is considered to have provided
20% in state matching funds.

The state proposes to meaningfully integrate grant funded preschool within a broader
birth to third grade service continuum.

The state proposes the use of more than 50% of total grant funds for the creation of new

expansion slots.
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SECTION B: COMMITMENT TO STATE PRESCHOOL PROGRAMS

South Carolina has a thirty-year history of commitment to early childhood education. The
state’s first publicly-funded prekindergarten program for at-risk [our-year-olds (the Half-Day
Child Development Program) was enabled by 1984’s Education Improvement Act, a one-cent
sales tax that continues to underwrite select public education programs statewide. In 1996 the
statc bcgan a three-year phasc-in of full-day five-year-old kindergarten, beccoming onc of the

first states in the southeast to offer this universal service.

The statc establishcd South Carolina First Steps to School Readiness (SCFS), its
comprehensive, public-private early childhood initiative, in 1999, In addition to serving
community needs via a network of independent, non-profit grantee organizations (First Steps’
46 local partnerships), SCFS 1s home to South Carolina’s Early Childhood Advisory Council
and serves as its lead/sponsor agency [or Nurse-Family Partnership, Parents as Teachers, and
Part C of the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (known in South Carolina as

BabyNet).

In Junc of 2006, the South Carolina General Assembly created the state’s Child Development
Education Pilot Program (CDEPP), an expansion of four-year-old kindergarten in both public
and private settings. The full-day program, established in response to a circuit court ruling in a
long-running school equity funding lawsuit brought by 37 rural districts, is jointly administered
by the SC Department of Education (which oversees the program in the state’s public school
districts) and South Carolina First Steps (which currently oversees its delivery within a
network of 151 private preschools). Originating in these litigant districts, CDEPP has now
expanded to 61 of the state’s 81 school districts, serving children eligible for free- and
reduced-price lunches and/or Medicaid (200% of federal poverty). After cight ycars as a
proviso-driven pilot program, CDEPP was codified in Junc 2014 as the Child Early Reading

Development and Education Program as part of South Carolina’s Read to Succeed Act.

With its comprehensive system of early learning supports, South Carolina 1s well-positioned to

both deliver and increase access to High-Quality Preschool Programs for Eligible Children.

2
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B1. State Early Learning and Development Standards

South Carolina’s has been home to state-authored K-12 content standards since passage of the
South Carolina Education Accountability Act of 1998. Designed to support the state’s
compulsory public education system, these original standards also included English Language
Arts and Mathematics benchmarks designed to guide the state’s voluntary four-year-old

kindergarten program.

In conjunction with the Bush administration’s Good Start, Grow Smart Early Learning Initiative,
the state undertook the collaborative development of its Good Start, Grow Smart Early
Learning Standards in 2004. Thesc voluntary early learning guidelines for 3-, 4- and 5-year-
olds dircctly incorporated state-approved 4- and 5S-ycar-old content standards in ELA and
Mathematics and expanded this content to include essential school readiness domains
(Approaches to Learning, Social Emotional Development and Physical Education and Health)

and articulate into the 3-year-old age range.

In 2008, South Carolina embarked on the development of a complementary document: the state’s
voluntary Infant-Toddler Guidelines. Like their preschool counterpart, the Guidelines are
designed to address essential domains of school readiness, identifying developmentally,
culturally and linguistically appropriate milestones in Physical Health, Social and Emotional

Development, Motor Development, Language and Communication and Cognitive Development.

Together these documents articulate early learning and development milestones across essential

domains from birth through school entry.

After several years of (ongoing) statewide use, an interagency writing team has recently been
convened to review and revise both documents with an cyc toward ensuring vertical
articulation, as wcll as alignment with newly updated state content standards (currently
under development). This work 1s happening in tandem with South Carolina’s participation as a
collaborating partner in a ten state Kindergarten Entry Assessment Consortium led by the
North Carolina Department of Education. The consortium is currently in the midst of a cross-
state analysis of early learning standards which will inform South Carolina’s important work.
One option currently under consideration by SC stakeholders is the publication of a single birth-
five standards document, likely during the fall of 20135.

3
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South Carolina’s Infant-Toddler Guidelines can be accessed at:

http://sc-ceced.net/pdfs-docs/SClnfant ToddlerGuidelines.pdt

South Carolina’s Good Start, Grow Smart Early Learning Standards can be accessed at:

https:/fed.sc.goviagency/programs-services/6d/documents/EarlyLearningGoodStart.pdf

B2. South Carolina’s Financial Investment and Children Served in State Preschool

South Carolina’s financial investment in publicly-funded four-ycar-old kindergarten is
b)4)

significant and growing, with § in recurring funds appropriated during FY'15. This

(0)(4)

tigure represents a [5]_P inerease over the appropriated for FY12.

Depicting the state’s total public investment and enrollment over the past four years is a
surprisingly complex proposition. Oddly enough, this is a problem attributable to the state’s

strong commitment Lo prekindergarten at both the state and local levels.

At present the South Carolina funds two different models of 4K provision: the original Half-Day
Child Development Program (EIA 4K) enabled in 1984 and the newly codified Child Early
Reading Development and Education Program (CERDEP 4K, known originally as the
CDEPP pilot program). Note that despite the program’s name, “half-day” EIA 4K program funds
are currently dedicated to both half- and full-day programming at the discretion of participating

districts.

The distribution of EIA 4K funds has been limited since 2006-2007 to districts ineligible to
participate in the state’s recent public-privatc CERDEP 4K expansion. CERDEP opcerated as a
pilot for 7 years in the state’s 37 rural, litigant school districts, before expanding to 17 additional
districts (at 75% or greater concentrations of poverty) in 2013-2014 and to 10 more {(70% or
greater) in 2014-2015. Due Lo district consolidations since the program’s inception, a total of 61
districts are currently eligible to participate, with the remaining districts dividing the state’s

EIA 4K appropriation.

4
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Beyond these two state funding sources, it is clear that local districts invest a great deal of
discretionary funding (local revenues, Title 1, and other) to supplement 4K. An analysis of
audited 2010-11 expenditures published by SC First Steps in November 2012 (Publicly Funded
Prekindergarten in South Carolina: 2011-2012, included in the Appendices here) found that
) above and beyond the state’s combined

districts were contributing

2010-11 investment of 4%

These multiple funding streams reflect favorably upon South Carolina’s commitment — with First
Steps’ 2012 analysis suggesting that more than 50% of South Carolina’s total four-year-old
population accessed some form of publicly-funded prekindergarten (statc or Head Start) even
prior to $[°X%) in combined expansion funding appropriated during FY14 and

FY15.

The table below depicts the state’s growing financial investment over the past four years.

Table B2(a): South Carolina’s Recurring Preschool Investments (FY12-FY15)

School Year EIA 4K CDEPP 4K Total Recurring State
Appropriations Appropriations Investment
2014-2015 {b)id)
2013-2014
2012-2013
2011-2012

Depicting statcwide student enrollment remains a separate challenge. Because four-year-old
kindergarten 1s not compulsory and EIA 4K funds have traditionally been appropriated on a
formula basis (as opposed to per-child), precise enrollment counts for programs funded by EIA

and/or local discretionary funding are not consistently reported to the state.

The chart below, adapted {rom the SC Education Oversight Committee’s January 2014 update on
implementation of the CDEPP pilot, suggests that the state has made signilicant progress serving

low-income children within participating communities.

5
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Table B2(bh): 2013-2014 CDEPP Service Penetration by District

2013-2014 CDEFP Service Penetration by District

Estimated 2(.]13-.14 Estimated 4-Ycar- 4-Yca.r- Public %o .of At-
Sf:hof;] 4- Year- District 4-Yea.r- Ol-ds Served Ol-ds in Schools Total Risk 4-
District Olds Poverty | Olds in inHead | Private CDEPP Served | Year- Olds
Index Poverty Start CDEPP Served
Abbeyille 277 78.824 218 62 0 72 134 61.4%
Allendale 126 08.42 124 33 52 85 68.5%
Anderson 3 189 80.73 153 27 19 0 46 30.0%
Bamberg 1 101 77.64 78 30 18 44 04 120.5%
Bamberg 2 65 08.13 64 24 18 42 84 131.2%
Barnwell 19 63 93.73 39 14 18* 40 72 122.0%
Barnwell 29 71 85.12 60 15 18* 18 51 85.044
Barnwell 45 165 81.86) 135 33 194 0 52 3R.5%
Berkeley 2,712 72.28 1,96 289 32 933 1,254 63.9%
Calhoun 180) §1.49 165 8 17 1 00y 125 75.7%
Cherokee 725 79.8 579 57 27 160 244 42.1%
Chester 420y 81.86) 344 110) 0 2004 310 90.14%
Chesterfield 544 82.08 447, 138 0 29 227 50.7%
Clarendon 1 86 47.07 83 24 3 48 80 96.3%
Clarendon 2 237 01.4% 212 0l 0 11 172 81.14%
Clarendon 3 71 71.47 51 14 26 40 7844
Colleton 534 88.33 472 182 0 2604 442 93.6%
Darlington 867 82.64 717 227 42 1404 409 57.0%
Dillon 3 109 79.55 87 22 12% 38 42 105.7%
Dillon 4 375 §3.44 350 9] | 2% 185 288 $2.2%
Dorchester 4 166 87.83 146 8 0 120} 128 87.6%
Fairfield 303 04.53 286 22 0 1804 202, 70.6%%
Florence 1 1,314 73.024 959, 164 132* 349 645 67.2%
Florence 2 86 79.08 68 12 22* 48 82 120.5%
Florence 3 309 03.35 288 45 22k 160 231 80.2%
Florence 4 77 65.06) 73 13 2% 40 75 102.7%%
Florence 5 73 75.16§ 55 g 2% 44 75 136.3%
Georgetown 613 75.09 4604 119 90 2004 409 88.9%
Greenwood 51 79 83.04 66 19 27 40 86 130.3%
Hampton 1 151 85.09 123 52 9 1 00 161 125.7%
Hampton 2 66 07.24 64 26 8 38 72 112,55
Jasper 372 03.27 347 42 0 163 205 59.04%
Laurens 55 508 81.38 413 51 28+ 234 313 75.7%
Laurens 56 260) 82.79 215 26 27* 135 188 87.4%
Lee 207 07.46) 202 42 20 635 127 62 8%
6
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Lexington 2 333 78.03 650 43 26% 0 69 10.6%%
Lexington 3 177 78.88 140 9 17 1 O 126 90.0%
Lexington 4 226 36.87 196 13 0 193 203 103.5%
Marion 456 04.56) 431 99| a7 21 187 43.34%
Marlboro 318 03.24 297 115 0 247 362) 121.85%,
McCormick 32 90.01 74 33 0 59 97 131.0%
Newherry 485 76.05 369 106 42 30 228 61.7%
Orangeburg 3 253 86.42 244 25 | 2% 137, 174 71.3%
Orangeburg 4 277 84.04 233 24 12% 138 174 74.6%
Orangeburg 5 712 02.50) 650 68 13% 445 526 79.85%
Richland 1 2,557 81.37 2,08 2403 147 300 687 33.0%
Saluda 197] 32.12 162 42 13 66 126 T7.75%
Spartanburg 7 753 78.09 619 58 73 280 411 60.3%
Sumter 1,0 81.76 1,329 250 73 2204 545 41.0%
Union 347 80.95 281 71 26 0 97 34.5%
Williamsburg 404 07.57 394 122 111 159 432 109 6%
TOTAL: 22,238 18,287, 3,438 1,402 6,981 11,744 64.2%

It is important to note that:

1) The population figures in the chart above are premised upon census estimates, making it

possible for districts to serve more than 100% of those estimated as eligible.

2) Districts serving a comparatively low percentage of eligible children often lack physical

capacity and/or a robust private sector capablc of supporting scrvice provision, While

cach of thcse communitics have had cxpansion funds madc availablc, other barricrs

appear to prevent expanded 4K service provision at this time.

Total CDEPP (now CERDEP 4K) enrollment by year is listed in the chart below. Bear in mind

that these totals represent enrollment via this single funding stream as opposed to statewide

preschool enrollment.
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Table B2(c}: Combined CDEPP Enrollment FY12-FY15

2014-2015 61 Not Yet Available
2013-2014 51 8,383
2012-2013 34 5,316
2011-2012 34 5,299

B3. Enacted and Pending Legislation, Policies or Practices that Demonstrate Commitment to

High-Ouality Preschool Programs

South Carolina’s commitment to high-quality preschool programs has been evidenced since

passage of the Education Improvement Act of 1984, In recent years, however, the state’s

commitment has accelerated at a rapid pace. .

In 1993 a group of 37 rural school districts filed suit against the state, challenging the

constitutionality of its method of funding local districts. While the case, Abbeville County

School District et. al. vs. South Carolina, was focuscd primarily upon the ability of rural

districts to maintain adcquatc facilitics and attract qualificd teachers, a December 2005 circuit

court ruling took the case in the different direction. Judge Thomas W. Cooper dismissed the bulk

of the districts’ case against the state, but ruled that South Carolina was not fulfilling a

constitutional obligation to meet the needs of young children in poverty. A Supreme Court ruling

in the case is pending.

The South Carolina General Assembly responded immediately, reauthorizing SC First Steps to

School Readiness until 2013 and establishing the public-private Child Development Education

Pilot Program to expand 4K access within the litigant districts.

After seven years of operation in these rural districts, the SC General Assembly took steps to

expand CDEPP during FY |4, appropriating

(0)(4)

to expand access to. 17 new

districts with povcerty rates of 75% or greater (as measured by the percentage of Eligible

Children qualifying for free- and reduced-price lunches and/or Medicaid). .

8
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During the 2014 legislative session, state leaders reauthorized First Steps and turned their
attention to the importance of early literacy with the passage of the SC Read to Succeed Act.
Modeled after similar legislation in the state of Florida, the bill established supports designed to
promote third grade reading proficiency — including summer reading camps, instructional
coaches and the codification of CDEPP. Renamed the Child Early Reading Development and
Education Program, the state’s public-private 4K model was established — at least in theory —
as a statewide initiative, with its actual gcography and per student funding contingent upon the
availability of futurc funds. As described in Section D of this application, South Carolina sccks

Preschool Development Grant funds to assist it in the fulfillment of this statewide vision.

B4. The Oualitv of Existing Preschool Programs

Both the state’s Half-Day Child Development program (EIA 4K) and Child Early Reading
Development and Education Program (CERDEP 4K) are well-aligned with the federal definition
of High-Quality Preschool Programs. The table below addresses each component of this
federal definition, addressing the state’s significant alignment and identifying areas in need of

improvement.

Table B4: Characteristics of the Federal High-Quality Preschool Definition

(a) High staff qualifications, Operated exclusively CERDEP 4K operates in
including a teacher with a within the state’s public both public and private
bachelor’s degree in early school districts, the ETA settings.

childhood education or a bachelor’s | 4K program is staffed by

degree in any field with a State- state certified carly Within public school

approved alternate pathway, which | childheod teachers, districts, CERDEP 4K

may include courscwork, clinical holding at least a teachers must meet state

practice, and evidence of bachelor’s degree. certification requirements,
9
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knowledge of content and

pedagogy relating 1o early

childhood, and teaching assistants

with appropriate credentials;

as described at left.

In private settings, each lead
teacher must have at least a
two-ycar degree in carly
childhood education or a
rclated ficld and be enrolled
and demonstrating
progress toward the
completion of a teacher
education program within

four years.

Within private settings
this minimum
requirement is often
exceeded, with roughly a
third of current teachers
holding a bachelor’s degree

or higher.

As described in Section D,
South Carolina is
proposing the use of grant
funds to support private
providers in their etfforts to
recruit and competitively
compensate teachers
holding bachelors’ degrees,
consistent with the federal

definition of High-Quality

10
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Preschool.

{b) High-quality professional

development for all staff;

South Carolina’s certified
teachers hold professional

licensure valid for a period

of five-ycars. In order to
be elivible [or license
renewal, cach teacher
must carn a minimum of
120 professional
development renewal
credits, during this five
vear validity period. This
can be accomplished
through the completion ol
higher education
coursework, continuing
educalion or
combination of the two.

In addition to the
certification requirements
at left (as applicable),
CERDEP 4K staff in both
public and privatc scttings
arc required to participate
in a minimum of fifteen
hours of professional
development annually, to
including content related to
teaching children of
poverty and emergent

literacy.

(c) A child-to-instructional staff

ratio. of no more than 10 to 1;

Both EIA and CERDEP-funded 4K classrooms arc

required to maintain child-to-instructional staff ratios

of no more than 10 to 1.

(d) A class size of no more than 20
with, at a minimum, one teacher
with high staft qualifications as
outlined in paragraph (a) of this

definition;

Both EIA and CERDEP-funded 4K classrooms are

limited to maximum group sizes of 20, with an

instructional assistant required for any classroom of 11 or

maorc.

(e) A Full-Day program;

EIA 4K funds, originally
appropriated as part of the
state’s “Hall-Day Child
Development Program,”
can be used for both

half- and full-day

CERDEP 4K classrooms are
required by law Lo operate
on a full-day schedule
consisting of at least 6.5

hours daily. .

11
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programming at the
discretion ol local

districts,

As described in Section D,
South Carolina rccognizcs
that grant funds may be
used exclusively for the
purpose of delivering

full-day programming.

{f) . Inclusion of children with
disabilities to ensure access to and
full participation in all

opportunitics;

Operated by local LEAs
(also responsible for the
administration of IDEA’s
Section 619 Preschool
Grants), EIA 4K
classrooms are designed to
be inclusive of children
with special needs — to
include full participation
in all opportunities (as
defined by individual IEP

goals),

Like EIA 4K classrooms,
public CERDEP 4K
classrooms are operated by
LEAs and designed to be

fully inclusive.

Private CERDEP
classrooms are likewise
required to be inclusive.
While First Steps is not
funded to provide special
cducation scrvices to
children over the age of 3,
its staft work in closc
collabeoration with local
districts to ensure that the
educational needs of
enrolled children are met in
the natural environment of

their choosing.

{g) Devclopmentally appropriate,

Both EIA and CERDEP-funded 4K classrooms arc

12
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culturally and linguistically
responsive instruction and
evidence-based curricula, and
learning environments that are
aligned with the State Early
Learning and Development
Standards, for at Icast the ycar prior

to kindergarten entry;

required to select an approved, rescarch based
curriculum designed (o meet the developmental, cultural
and linguistic needs ol each eligible child. The approved
curricula, aligned with the state’s Good Start, Grow
Smart Early Learning Standards, are: .

s Creative Curriculum,

o High/Scope

e  Montessori

¢ Opening the World of Leaning (OWLS)

(h) Individualized
accommodations and supports so
that all children can access and
participatc fully in learning

activitics;

Per item. () above, both EIA and CERDEP 4K are.
designed to support the full inclusion of children with
special needs, providing individualized
accommodations and supports as necessary so that all
children can participate fully. This approach is equally
applicable for ali children in the form of high-quality
instruction, differentiated to meet the needs of individual

learners.

(1) . Instructional stalT salaries that
are comparable to the salaries of

local K-12 instructional staff;

EIA 4K classrooms are Public CERDEP 4K

operated exclusively classrooms are also
within local school administered and
districts. Staff arc compensated via local

compensated accordingly. | school districts.

Private CERDEP

classrooms operate outside
of any school district
structure and without the
benefit of additional
taxpayer funded resources
commonly drawn upon by

local scheols to offset the
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significant costs associated
with the employment of
certilied stalt. (A November
2012 analysis by SC First
Steps documents school
districts” investment of
ncarly $1,600 per child
above and beyond the
student tuition rate
appropriated to both public
and private CERDEP
providers by the SC General
Assembly.)

As described in Section D,
South Carolina is
proposing the use of grant
funds to support private
providers in their etfforts to
recruit and. competitively
compensate staff meeting
the federal definition of

High-Quality.

(j) Program cvaluation to cnsurc

continuous improvement;

Because the state’s EIA
4K program is neither
compulsory, nor
statewide, no formal
program evaluation is in
place at this time. As
CERDEP expands to the

state’s remaining districts,

As part of its proviso-based
funding structure and partial
funding during FY'15 using
EIA revenues (independent
of those appropriated for the
EIA 4K program), CERDEP
is subject to an annual

program review and

14
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1t is likely that these funds | outcome evaluation
will be redistributed into conducted by the SC
the state’s mixed-delivery | Education Oversight
model — effectively ending | Committee.

the Half-Day Child
Development Program. Past rcviews of the
program’s implcmentation
can be accessed at:

http://www .eoc.sc.gov

{k).. On-site or accessible.
Comprehensive Services for
children and community
partncrships that promote familics’
access to scrvices that support their
children’s learning and

development;

Both EIA and CERDEP-funded 4K classrooms have,
access to an array of comprehensive community services
through the state’s First Steps to School Readiness
Initiative. Local First Steps Partnerships in cach of the
state’s 46 counties arc state-funded to fill scrvice gaps
and to serve as community resource and referral portals
for young children and their families. Among the services
provided by local First Steps Partnerships are evidence-
based home visitation programs (such as Parents as
Teachers), child care scholarships and the state’s
nationally recognized school transition strategy,

Countdown to Kindergarten.

(1) Evidence-based health and.

safety standards

Both EIA and CERDEP-funded 4K classrooms make
required use of the state’s Good Start, Grow Smart Early

Learning Standards — which include Physical Education

and Health.

Both public and private CERDEP classrooms require
child care licensure (including evidence-based health
and safety requirements) via the SC Department of

Social Services.
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At present, compliance and monitoring within South Carolina’s 4K programs varies by model.
The SC Department of Education has a small staft of early childhood program monitors which
make periodic visits to primarily CERDEP-funded public school classrooms. Within SC’s
private 4K sites, state-level monitoring and technical assistance 15 more prevalent. First Steps
employs a staff of seven regional coordinators charged with making announced and
unannounced visits to each private CERDEP provider twice monthly. As part of these on-site
visits, monitors cnsurc compliance with the First Steps 4K Guidelines and provide support for
continuous program improvement. Due to child care licensure, both public and private CERDEP

classrooms are also subject to regulatory monitoring by the SC Department of Social Services.

B5. Coordination of State Preschool Programs with Early Childhood Advisory Council and

Other State and Federal Resources

South Carolina First Steps to School Readiness is governed by a diverse State Board of
Trustees, which includes the Governor and State Superintendent of Education (or their
designees), elected leaders from both the staie House and Senate, the heads of the state’s major
child serving agencies and appointed parents, educators, child care and medical
professionals, and business leaders. In 2010 the First Steps Board was appointed by Executive

Order to serve as the state’s Early Childhood Advisory Council.

The body presents South Carolina with a unique opportunity to coordinate its early childhood
investments, with First Steps directly responsible for the oversight of IDEA Part C, the state’s
grassroots public-privatc early childhood initiative (via 46 local First Steps partnerships),
Nurse Family Partnership, Parents as Teachers and the dclivery of CERDEP 4K in private
settings. In addition the Board includes voting representation by the SC Department of
Education {responsible for Title 1 of ESEA, Section 619 and Part B of IDEA, Subtitle VII-B of
the McKinney-Vento Act and the co-administration of CERDEP), the Head Start
Collaboration Office, The Children’s Trust of South Carolina (MIECHYV) and SC
Department of Social Services (home of the Child Care Block and Development Grant and
child care licensing).
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With the co-administrators of South Carolina’s public-private 4K model each involved in the
governance of this unique body, the state works to blend and braid federal, state and local

resources to the benefit of taxpayers, families and children.

B6. South Carolina’s Role in Promoting Coordination of Preschool Programs with Other

Sectors that Support Early Learning

As described above, South Carolina First Steps to School Readiness is designed by law as the
state’s comprehensive, public-private early childhood initiative. Just as it is governed by a
diverse set of inter-agency stakeholders (who function dually as the state’s Early Childhood
Advisory Council) at the state level, so too is each local community supported by a First Steps

partnership board charged with fulfilling this coordination function at the county level.

With representation from each local school district, Head Start, medical and mental health
care providers, local child welfare, the faith community and others, thcse First Steps
Partnership Boards provide for grassroets service coordination between the state’s preschool
programs and other community-based services statewide. As direct service providers, First
Steps’ local partnerships fill documented community gaps, funding child care quality
enhancement and training elforts, evidence-based home visitation, health services and school
transition activities — while connecting local constituents to statewide efforts to expand

prekindergarten and deliver early intervention under IDEA Part C.

With this comprehensive, public-private infrastructure in place, South Carolina is uniquely
positioned to ensure the coordination of federal Preschool Development Grant funds with

both statc and local cfforts to support the carly learning and development of young children.

NOTE TO REVIEWERS

Table B of the application package has been completed. Please note. per the description above,

the enrollment data included in this table represents combined public and private CDEPP 4K

only (37 of 81 districts during the vears requested). Accordingly it underrepresents statewide
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enrollment across all sources of funding, (EIA, local, etc.) which is not reliably reported by
districts. For a better portrait of total 4K enrollment, we encourage you to review the final page
of First Steps” November 2012 white paper, Publicly Funded Prekindergarten in South
Carolina: 2010-201 1, included in the Appendices. Even prior to the state’s recent expansion,
more than half of South Carolina’s total 4-year-old population accessed some form of publicly
funded prekindergarten during the 2010-2011 school year. (This required Excel table is locked,

restricting modifications that might better depict SC's full enrollment.)

B3. Evidence of Enacted and Pending Legislation, policies and practices. Attached pleasc find

the following Appendices:.

a. Publicly-Funded Prekindergarten in South Carolina: 2010-2011 (South Carolina First
Steps white paper, published November 2012)

b. S.516, the South Carolina Read to Succeed Act {passed into law June 2014, codifies
CDEPP 4K pilot)

¢. H.3428, South Carolina First Steps Reauthorization (passed into law June 2014, codifies
ECAC responsibilities, defines First Steps Board of Trustees membership)

d. FY15 budget provisos pertinent to the state’s delivery of High-Quality Preschool. .
For the sake of limiting this application’s page count, reviewers can access —

First Steps 4K Guidelines (Private CERDEP) at: |
http://scfirststeps.ora/wp-content/uploads/2014/08/4K-Guidelines.pdf
SC Department of Education’s (Public CERDEP) Guidelines at:.

http://ed.sc.gov/agency/se/Read-to-Succeed/documents/2014-
2015CDEPPGuidelinesFinal.pdf
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SECTION C: ENSURING QUALITY IN PRESCHOOL PROGRAMS

South Carolina has a long history of public preschool implementation in both school district and
private settings. With state standards that largely mirror the federal detinition of High-Quality,
the state 1s. well-equipped to deliver on its ambitious and achievable plan to expand service to
Eligible Children. In this section, South Carolina cutlines three areas of priority as the state

anticipates Preschool Development Grant funding:

o The use of grant funds for infrastructure and quality improvement,
¢ Monitoring and continucus improvement, and

¢ The measurement of preschool outcomes. .

Cl. The Use of Grant Funds for Infrastructure and Ouality Improvement

In light of the state’s 30-year commitment to early childhood, it is little surprise that South
Carolina’s public preschool systems are well-developed. The state has delineated carly learning
standards {rom birth through school entry, meaninglully connects children and families to
federal, state and local resources via its grassroots First Steps to School Readiness initative,
possesses robust data collection and analysis capacities, and has recently codified an updated

school readiness assessment program.

One significant need remains to be addressed: the availability of high-quality professional

development for the state’s public preschool workforce..

South Carolina proposes to utilize no more than 5% of its grant award for the purpose of
developing and disseminating professional development supports designed to undergird its

dclivery of High-Quality Preschool statcwide.

Though the statc’s CERDEP teachers arc required to access at Icast fifteen hours of profcssional
development annually, the consistency of this training is varied and often dependent upon
local teachers’ abilities to aceess nearby supports. For the state’s high-need, rural districts this

is a particular problem, with providers often located an hour or more from available training.
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The quality and pertinence of this training may also be inconsistent, with both public and private
Pre-K providers often forced to seek available clock hours at state and regional child care
conferences — even in cases where this training may be of limited applicability to their

instruction of low-income four-year-olds.

In partnership with South Carolina Educational Television and the state’s flagship higher
education institutions, the state proposes to devote a small portion of grant resources to address
this issue — creating high-quality professional development content for both teachers and

administrators, designed to meet the specific needs of this specialized 4K workforce. .

Consistent with the state’s recent codification of the SC Read to Succeed Act, the proliferation
of high-quality early literacy instruction will bc onc kcy goal of this initiative. Partncring with
our state’s universities, South Carolina will dedicate resources to the development of early
literacy coursework and training modules designed for delivery in-person, online, and via

distance education. In doing so, it is the state’s intent {o:

e Bridge geographic disparities in the availability of high-quality professional
development,

e Provide professional development opportunitics that arc self-paced and considerate of
the significant time burdens placed upon preschool teachers,

¢ Create professional development content that is customized. to the specific needs of the
state’s four-year-old kindergarten teachers and program administrators, and

¢ Enhance the outcomes derived through the provision of High-Quality Preschool

Programs like those envisioned in this application.

Here we see significant value in the state’s proposed partnership with South Carolina
Educational Television. The state’s public-broadcasting affiliate is a national leader in the
delivery of distance education content, innovating with both online and broadcast media to

deliver content including PBS’ TeacherLine coursework across the state.

In addition to early literacy supports, the state has identified a number of additional areas in
which we would propose to develop content. One of these is the use of formative assessment

data to inform classreom instruction.

20

PR/Award & 54138150027
Page e35



With the launch of mClass Circle as the cornerstone of the state’s new readiness assessment
program for 4- and 5-year-olds, we recognize the need for professional development - not just in
the administration of this tool, but in supporting teachers’ efforts to make sense of its results and
translate this learning into instructional practice. We see this as a signilicant value-add of grant

resources.
Additional topics of interest include, but are not limited to:

* Engaging parents and building protective factors,
¢ Implementation of the state’s revised carly learning standards (2015),
¢ Supporting the needs of English language learners and children with disabilities, and

¢ Research-based curriculum models.

With proposed content and timelines to be developed in collaboration between First Steps, the
SC Department of Education and public-private stakeholders, we currently envision at least three

categories of associated expenditures:

e Contracts to devclop training content (Universitics and other experts),
e Contracts to cnsurc the remote and/or online delivery of training content (SCETV)

e Training stipcnds for preschool staff.

It is our belicf that this limited investment will be well spent, enabling both grant funded.
classrooms and teachers statewide to benefit from professional development customized to

their unique needs.

Though South Carolina’s systemic data analysis capacitics arc strong, a small amount of
infrastructure funding is also proposed to upgrade the (currently manual) 4K data collection and

payment system of SC First Steps, enabling online student data and billing submissions.

C2. Implementation of a Svstem of Monitoring and Continuous Improvement

South Carolina has a robust system of continuous improvement monitoring prepared to
ensure compliance with federal requirements, including the Preschool Development Grant’s,
definition of High-Quality Preschool. As the administrator of South Carolina’s private CERDEP

programs, First Steps employs a statf of seven regional monitors charged with making regular
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monitoring and technical assistance visits to its network of 150+ statewide providers. In
cooperation with the SC Department of Education, First Steps will extend this system into
grant-funded classrooms, employing additional program staff to ensure (along with existing

staff) both state and federal requirements are met within grantee classrooms.

C2a. Measuring Preschool Quality and Providing Performance Feedback — First Steps’
existing monitoring system is designed to both measure quality of - and provide
ongoing performance feedback to — the state’s private CERDEP providers.
Prospective classrooms arc reviewed using First Steps’. internal protocols and the Early
Childhood Environment Rating Scale (ECERS), which is used as both a bascline measurc
of quality and a means through which to identify needed classroom materials. Through
announced and unannounced monitoring visits twice monthly, First Steps” regional 4K
Coordinators provide each program with ongoing performance feedback, assessing
program implementation against the First Steps 4K Guidelines and providing technical

assistance in identified areas of weakness.

During 2014-20135, First Steps intends (o incorporate online parent satisfaction
surveys as a means of gathering the feedback of these key constituents and helping to
identify areas of specific strength and weakness among contracted providers. These will

be used to provide technical assistance, as appropriate.

This well-established system is readily scalable for use within grant-funded

classrooms. .

C2b. Use of a Statewide Longitudinal Data System — South Carolina 1s a national lcader
in its ability to gather, track and analyze data over time. The Statc’s Ofticc of
Research and Statistics houses the SC Data Warehouse, a central repository of statewide
data sets which not only enables the state to meonitor the progress of 4K students as
they advance through the K-12 education system, but to connect this data to the
parallel systems of other agency programs, including child welfare, Medicaid, juvenile

Jjustice and an array of others.
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Though the process is not without labor, the result 1s that South Carolina possesses an
ability to analyze data in ways unavailablc to many national peers. As part of the
state’s recent State Longitudinal Data System grant, the SC Department of Education has
entered into data sharing agreements with its [ellow child-serving agencies which now
permit the assignment of public school unique identification numbers to children long
before they arrive at school. Students served by the state’s child care voucher system,
First Steps cvidence-home visitation strategics and IDEA Part C (BabyNct) arc just a few

of thosc now assigned a unique ID in the ycars prior to their enrollment in school.

Taken in combination, South Carolina not only mects the federal cxpectation that student
data can be tracked from 4K to third grade, but possesses capacities that far ecxceed this

standard.

C2c.Specifies Measurable Outcomes to be Achieved

South Carolina has a 30+ year history of measuring and monitoring school readiness.
Beginning with administration of the Cognitive Skills Assessment Battery (a short, on-
demand assessment given to rising {irst graders [rom 1977-2002) and advancing to the
South Carolina Readiness Assessment (SCRA, an adaptation of The Work Sampling
System administered across the kindergarten and first grade school years from 2(2-
2008), the state has demonstrated its longtime status as an early childhood assessment

leadcr,

The state has been without a kindergarten entry assessment since 2008, however,
following the SC General Assembly’s deletion of the SCRA citing teacher concerns
about its signiticant administration burdens. In Junc 2014, the General Assembly took

two significant steps to rectify this.

First it reauthorized South Carolina First Steps to include the state’s first-cver legal

definition of “‘school readiness:”

“*School readiness’ means the level of child development necessary to ensure
early school success as measured in the following domains: physical health and
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motor sKills; emotional and social competence; language and literacy
development; and mathematical thinking and cognitive skills. School readiness
is supported by the knowledge and practices of families, caregivers, healthcare

providers, educators, and communities.” — Section 59-152-25

In creating this briel delinition, the General Assembly also charged the First Steps Board
of Trustees with the creation of measurable school readiness descriptions (by July |,

2015) that includes specific:

(a) characteristics and development levels of a ready child that must include,
but are not limited to, emerging literacy, numeracy, and physical, social, and

emotional competencies;

(b) characteristics of school, educators, and caregivers that the board
considers necessary 1o create an optimal learning environment for the early

vears of students’ lives; and

(¢} characteristics of the optimal environment which would lead to the

readiness of students and their continued success. — Section 59-152-32

As South Carolina prepares to implement its Preschool Development Grant, its measurable
outcomes will be guided by both this legal definition and the attainment of its

descriptors {currcntly under development), to be adopted by the SC First Steps Board of
Trustees no later than July 1, 2015 (in advancc of the 2015-2016, the grant’s Year Once). Upon

adoption these descriptors will be submitted to federal project officers for review.

In addition to adopting these requirements, the General Assembly established an updated

school readiness asscssment program, to be described in the section below.

24

PR/Award & 54138150027
Page ¢33



C3. Measuring the Outcomes of Participating Children

In addition to defining school readiness and setting deadlines for the publication of a detailed set
of descriptors, the SC General Assembly created a new statewide school readiness assessment
program in June 2014 with the passage of Read to Succeed. In doing so, it specified that the
first component of this readiness assessment — designed to measure the early literacy skills of
the state’s publicly-funded four- and five-year-old kindergartners — would be administered

within the first 45 days of the 2014-2015 school year.

Through a competitive procurement process, the state selected Amplify’s mClass Circle as its
designated carly litcracy assessment tool. Training and administration arc currcently underway
with the cxpectation that all 4- and 5K students will be assesscd no later than October 20,

2014. Though Circle is a comprehensive assessment, the state’s mandatory use during 2014-2015

is limited to the assessment of early literacy skills including:

» Phonological Awareness,

¢ Vocabulary,

¢ Lectter Naming,

¢ Early Writing,

¢ Book and Print Awareness, and

e Social Emotional Development

(Teachers may make voluntary use of the assessment’s additional domains, which include
approaches to learning, mathematics, science, social studies, creative arts expression and

physical development/health.)

Beginning no later than 2016-2017 this mandatory readiness assessment program must be
expanded to include mathematics, social-emotional development and physical
development/health. The state has not yet determined whether it will utilize Circle — which was

procurcd as an carly litcracy asscssment - for this purposc. .

Though this process is still unfolding, the codified intent of the SC Gencral Assembly is that
state-funded preschoolers must undergo comprehensive readiness assessment across essential

domains no later than the 2016-2017 school year - which conveniently coincides with the
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kindergarten entry of the grant’s proposed Year One cohort. Despite an inability to identify each
of the state’s proposed instruments at this time, South Carolina has passed legislation consistent
with the grant’s readiness assessment requirements and assures that it will be prepared to assess
rising kindergartners across all essential domains ol readiness beginning in 2016-2017 (Year
Two}. Until then, students will be assessed — at minimum — using mClass Cirele as a measure of

early literacy development.
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SECTION D: EXPANDING HIGH QUALITY PRESCHOOL PROGRAMS IN
EACH HIGH NEED COMMUNITY

In June of 2014, Governor Nikki Haley signed the South Carolina Read to Succeed Act into law,
ratifying the General Assembly’s long-term intent to establish the Child Early Reading

Development and Education Program (CERDEP) on a statewide basis.

“SC Secrion 59-156-110: There is created the South Carolina Child Farly Reading Development
and Education Program which is a full dav, four-vear old kindergarten program for at-risk
children which must he made available to qualified children in all public school districts within

the State.” .

In practice, howcver, attainment of this goal 1s contingent upon the availability of future
revenues with which to expand into the state’s 20 remaining districts. The Read to Succeed Act
specifies a priority order in which the program must be made available, beginning with the 8
“trial” districts (which represented the larger class of plaintiffs in Abbeville County School
District et. al. vs. South Carolina), expanding next to the remaining plaintilt districts, and then to

districts with student poverty levels (freefreduced lunch and/or Medicaid) of 75% or greater.

Currently available within 61 of the state’s 81 districts, it is the state’s intent to phase CERDEP
into additional districts as resources become available. No concrete timeline for full
implementation cxists, with the addition of new districts contingent on the state’s annual

appropriations process.

South Carolina’s ambitious and achievable plan entails the use of grant funds {(25%) to expand
the state’s CERDEP model in two ways:
1. Expand the geography of this mixed-delivery model, providing supplemental grant
funds to till gaps in 12 of the state’s 20 remaining (EIA 4K) districts.
2. Enhance existing State Preschool Program slots to enable them to meet the federal

definition of “High Quality.”
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D1. Selection of Subgrantees and High-Need Communities

South Carolina proposes the use of grant funds in up to 73 school districts/High-Need
Communities. These are categorized below as Existing Districts (61) and Expansion Districts

(12).

Existing Districts {Communities and /Subgrantees)

The public-private CERDEP model is currently operational (2014-2015) in 61 South Carolina
school districts, each identilied on the basis of a poverty index of 70% or greater. Because the
state’s low-income eligibility definition (free- or reduced-prices lunches and/or Medicaid).
equates to 2009% of the federal poverty definition promulgated annually by the U.S. Department
of Health and Human Services, at least 70% of all students residing in these communities meet
the federal definition of Eligible Children. Thc poverty index of cach participating district is
included in Table B2(b).

Because of program guidcelines alrcady in place, school district programs in these 61
communities meet the federal definition of High-Quality Preschool. Further, resources have
proven sufficient to meet school district demand at this time. As described in Section B, the
majority of these communities now demonstrate substantial service penetration among their

low-income target populations.

South Carolina’s private providers have played Key roles in expanding 4K since 2006, with
for-profit, faith-based, Head Start and other community-based preschools enrolling Eligible
Children who might have otherwise not been served. Private sector participation in 4K
delivery has helped prevent the need for costly capital construction in SC’s public schools, and
publicly-funded tuition and professional development supports have helped stabilize and

improve quality within the carly childhood infrastructure South Carolina parcnts depend on.

During the 2014-20135 school year, First Steps projects at more than 2,000 students will be

served in non-district settings.

At present, the majority of private CERDEP providers arc unable to meet two inter-related

componcnts of the federal High-Quality definition: 1) employment of a teacher with a
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bachelor’s degree in early childhood education, and 2) employment of staff at rates comparable

to the salaries of local K-12 instructional staff,

This is a matter ol simple economics. While the state compensates both public and private

(0)(4)
providers at a single, per-child tuition rate of $; a 2012 analysis of audited school district

expenditures reveals that the state’s public schools draw upon other taxpayer-funded
{b)4)

resources to supplement this amount by roughly § per child. Thesc supplemental

cxpenditures arc for classroom costs only and do not take an array of capital, IT, and other

district infrastructure supports inte account.

Private providers, on the other hand, see their own tuition payments further degraded.
Without additional taxpayer supports to draw upon, these providers are unable to maich the
supplemental spending of school districts. Not only must private preschools bear their own
capital and overhead costs, but their property and revenues (4K tuition included) are subject to

additional taxation which diminishes the cconomic impact of their participation.

In order to meet the Preschool Development Grant's definition of High-Quality, South Carolina
proposes the use of grant resources to suppeort private preschool providers in their
employment and equitable compensation of classroom staff, including teachers holding

bachelors’ degrees in early childhood. .

Because public programs already meet this definition within communities funded to provide
High-Quality Preschool, the provision of grant resources (o upgrade these existing private slots
(along with any expansion enabled by a more desirable private preschool marketplace) is the

grant’s sole proposed use of expansion funds within the 61 existing CERDEP districts.

These districts are: Aiken, Abbeville, Allendale, Anderson 3, Bamberg 1, Bamberg 2, Barnwell
19, Barnwell 29, Barnwell 45, Berkeley, Calhoun, Cherokee, Chester, Chesterfield, Clarendon 1,
Clarendon 2, Clarendon 3, Colleton, Darlington, Dillon 3, Dillon 4, Dorchester 4,

Edgeficld, Fairficld, Florence 1, Florence 2, Florence 3, Florence 4, Florence 5, Georgetown,
Greenwood 50, Greenwood 51, Greenwood 52, Hampton 1, Hampton 2, Horry, Jasper, Laurens

55, Laurens 56, Lee, Lexington 2, Lexington 3, Lexington 4, Marion, Marlboro, McCormick,
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Newberry, Oconee, Orangeburg 3, Orangeburg 4, Orangeburg 5, Richland 1, Saluda,
Spartanburg 3, Spartanburg 4, Spartanburg 6, Spartanburg 7, Sumter, Union, Williamsburg and
York 1.

A map depicting the location and demographics of these districts along with the state’s
existing private CERDEP providers is found below. (Note that no {ederal Promise Zones have

been designated within South Carolina.}

Figure D1(a): Existing CERDEP District Geography and Demographics

61 ELIGIBLE CERDEP DISTRICTS - 2014-2015
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Proposcd subgrantees in the existing districts include any or all of the state’s 131 current
private CERDEP providers — contingent upon their ability to meet federal requirements - plus
any new providers who may be attracted to the program by virtue of a more equitable funding
model. Consistent with state law, providers will not be required 1o employ/compensate degreed

staff, but grant resources will be provided to only those who do. Note that in Existing Districts,
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grant funds would be used solely to fund this $|{b){4)

full student tuition costs).

per student) equity gap as opposed to

A list of proposed private subgrantees — 96 of whom have provided letters of support - is

included 1n the table below.

Table D1(a): Proposed Private Subgrantees (Current)

Bright Beginnings Child Care Aiken {803) 226-4780 18
Director: Krystin Garrett {803) 226-4780

446 Lawanna Drive, Gloverville, SC 29828 fax

Email: bbeginnings3 @yahoo.com

Family Affair Childcare Aiken {803) 648-0024 8
Director; Deborah Chafin

163 Fabian Drive, Aiken, SC 29803

Email; chafindeborah42 @& email.com

Kids Count Learning Center Aiken {803) 202-0233 16
Director: Tina Camp-Capps (803) 202-0233

644 Edgefield Road, Belvedere, SC 29841 fax

Email; keleisthebest @ oamail.com

Sunshine House 5 Aiken {803) 649-7303 13
Dircctor: Sandra Drummings {803) 649-3028

175 [Fabian Drive, Aiken, SC 29803

Email: center(33 @ sshouse.com

Sunshine House 57 Aiken {803) 642-6804 14
Dircctor: JTessica Daddario {803) 641-0745

1950 South Centenmial Avenue, Aiken SC 29803

Email: cenler57 @ sshouse.com

The Sunshine House 5% Aiken {803) 649-0536. 12
Director: Mary Stone (803) 649-0537

109 Summierwood Way, Aiken, SC 29803

Email: center59@ sshouse.com

Tiny Treasures Childeare Aiken {803) 652-3060 10
Director: Beth A. Rautio (803) 652-3060

400 Main Street South, New Ellenton, SC 29809 fax

Email: bar_1234& vahoo.com

Denmark Head Start Bamberg {803) 793-4639 20
Director: Necole Stroman

80 Cedar Street, Denmark, SC 29042

Email: nstroman@ocabcaa.org

Bamberg Head Start Bamberg (803) 245-3521 19
Director: Necole Stroman

211 Zeigler Street, Bamberg, SC 29003

Email; nstroman@ocabcaa.org

Little Precious Angels CDC Bamberg {803) 245-7600 6
Director; Janet Rice

1395 Caperinum Road, Bamberg, SC 29003

Email; jazzb20@&hotmail.com
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Bedford’s Stay and Play Barnwell {803) 541-7704 9
Director: Jessyca Roberts {803) 5341-6507

Mailing: P.O. Box 1103, Barnwell, SC 29812 fax

Physical: 140 Carolina Ave., Barnwell, SC 28812

Email; hedfordstavandplay @ vahoo.com

New Jerusalem AAA Daycare Center Barnwell {803) 541-6007. 28
Director: Rev. Dr. Steven [.. Buttertield, Sr. {803) 541-6007

Mailing: . P.O. Box 1580, Barnwell, SC 29812 fax

Physical: 9303 Marlboro Ave., Barnwell, 8C 29812

Email; anadaycare @bellsouth.net .

Betty's Child Care & Preschool Berkeley (843) 567-2624 3

Dircctor: I'rancine Wright {843) 567-6444

122 Elm S¢.. St. Stephen, SC 29479 fax

Email: lrancia.wright @ gmail.com

Daniel Island Academy Berkeley {843) 671-5961 ]

Dircctor: Kerry Nowuosiclski {843) 379-

300 Seven Farms Dr., Danicl Island, SC 29492 021 1fax

Email: kerry @daniclislandacademy.com

Miracle Academy Berkeley (843) 567-4044 14
Dircctor: Teresa Middleton {843) 567-2495

Mailing: PO Box 47 Russellville, SC 29476 fax

Physical: 1019 Beihel Rd., Russellville, SC 29476

Emuail: miracleacademy @1ds. net

The House of Smiles Berkeley (843) 86(-1173 3
Director: Jerlean P. Holmies (843) 899-2085

Address: 210 Carolina Ave., Moncks Corner, SC 29461 fax

Email: childthos@vyahoo.com

Foster’s Child Care Center, Inc. Charleston {843) 569-3914 10
Director: Emily Foster (Berkeley {843) 569-6092

Mailing : PO Box 61446, Charleston, SC 29419 County fax

Physical : 2260 Otranto Road, Charleston, SC 29418 Students)

Email: lauriedfoster @aol.com

LaPetite Academy 7514 Berkeley {843) 375-1190 16
Director: Christiana Harper (843) 871-5874

Mauiling: 32209 Collections Center Dr. Chicago, 11 60693 fax

Physical: 1665 N. Main Street Summerville, SC 29483

Email; 7514 @ lapetite.com,

St Matthews Head. Start Calhoun (803) 874-2255, 15
Director: Necole Stroman {803) 536-4657

Mailing: PO Drawer 710, Orangeburg, SC 29116 fax

Physical: 110 Smoak St, St. Matthews, SC 29135

Email: nstroman @ocabeaaorg

Busy Town Child Care Center Cherokee {864) 489-6231 10
Dircetor: Tina Blackwell {864) 480-9648

813 North Logan Street, Gattney, SC 29341

Email: gblackwell60@ vahoo.com

Crayons 2 Computers Cherokee (864) 488-2223 4

Director: Verlene Eaker
428-G Ilyatt Street, Gattney, SC 29341
Email: veaker0830@ email.com

(864) 488-2443
fax
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The Student Development Center Cherokee {864) 461-3000 12
Director: Kayron Wall {864) 461-3499

321 Hampton Street, Chesnee, SC 29323 fax

Email; kayronwall @ vahoo.com

Horizons Christian. Academy. Chester (803) 377-7000, 5
Director: Gina Jordan { 803) 581-5140

720 Village Drive, Chester, SC 29706, fax

Email; gjordan @ harizonschristianacademy.com

Wee Academy Learning Center Clarendon {803) 435-8340, 6
Director; Joni James Jackson

Mailing: PO Drawer 759, Manning, SC 29102

Physical: 2139 Alex Harvin Hwy., Manning, §C 29102

Email: jjoniwee @ gmail.com

Prosperity Childeare, Inc. Darlington {843) 326-8842 16
Dircetor: Linda Faircloth {843) 326-1612

Mailing: PO Box 1230, Lamar, §C 29069 fax

Physical: 528 Cartersville Hwy., Lamar, 5C 29069

Email: [prosperce @aol.com

True Investment Darlington {843) 393-2808 2
Dircetor: Pamela Doctor {843) 393-2806

3540 Middle Branch Rd., Darlington, SC 29332 fax

Email: pam_doctor @ vahoo.com

True Saints Christian Day Care and Learning Center Darlington (843) 857-9944 15
Dircctor: Dianne Rogers

428 Poole Street, [Harsville, SC 29550

Email: diannerogers8866 @ amail.com

Little Treasures Christian Learning Center Dillon {843) 774-8102 9
Director(s): Kristi Bourgion & Tesha Hyau (843) 774-5165

1612 Commerce Drive, Dillon, SC 29536 fax

E-mail: LittleTreasuresd @bellsouth.net

Little Folk’s Day Care Edgefield {803) 663-6833 9
Director: Dorothy Cook (803) 663-3771

202 Sandy Hill Court. North Augusts, SC 29860

Email; weookD1 @comeast.net

Angel's Inn Child Care Florence {543) 665-4540 8
Director: Whitney Echols (5843) 665-1187

2030 N. Cashua Dr., Florence, SC 29501 fax

Email: angelsinn @hbellsouth.net

Antioch 3& 4K Development Center Florence {843) 661-6599, 20
Director: Regina ancy (843) 629-0408

Mailing: P.O. Box 13678, 29505 fax

Physical: 1207 Howe Springs Road, Florenee, SC 29505

Email: antioch34k @bhellsouth.net

Excellent Learning Preschool, Inc. Florence {843) 679-53R0 50
Dircctor: Vanessa Harrell {843) 679-3770

Mailing: P.O. Box 15308, Quinby, SC 29506 fax

Physical: 807 N. Irby St Florence, §C 29506

Email: excellentlearningpreschooling @live.com

The Gail &Terry Richardson Center for the Child Florence (8431 661-1630 9

Director: Melissa Ward

Mailing: P.O. Box 1000547, Florence, SC 29501
Physical: 4822 E. Palmetto Street, Florence, SC 29301
Email: mward @ lmarion.cdu

(843)661-1628
fax
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Jack J. Hanna Day Care Florence {843) 669-3402 19
Director: Dxeloris Richardson {843) 669-3777

803 Oakland Ave., Florence, SC 29506 fax

Email; jjhannadavcare @scorr.com

Kids® Corner Childcare Academy Florence, (843) 679-1977 19
Director; Connie M. Williams

1811 S, Irby St. #106, Florence, SC 29505

E-mail conniemwilliams @aol.com

LaPetite Academy 7504 Florence, {843) 662-9808 12
Director; Polsha Williams, {843) 662-4699

Mauiling: 32209 Collections Center Dr. Chicago, 1L 60693 fax

Physical: 3501 Pine Needles Road Florence, SC 29501

Email: 7504 @lapetile.com

Little Creations Learning Center Florence {843) 662-0922 10
Dircetor: LaTosha Spann

3128 South Cashua Drive, Florence, 8C 29501

Email: latspann @yahoo.com

Mon Dac Morning Child Care Center Florence {843) 317-0021 13
Dircctor: Jodeen MceAllister (843) 317-0023

4028 8. Itby St., Florence, SC 29305 fax

Email: mondae4028 @bellsouth.net

Pee Dee CAP Head Start {Thelma Brown) Florence (843) 678-3417 18
Director: Kuthy Wuoods Manager: Evette Bradley (843)317-1100

Mailing: P.O. Drawer 3970, Florence, SC 29501-3970 fax

Physical: 304 N. Alexunder St., Florence, SC 29501

Email: pwashington @peedeecap.org

Stepping Stones Child Care Center Florence (843) 069-5612 5
Director: Glennis McElveen

1100 E. Palmetito St., Florence, 5C 29506

Email: steppingstonesccc @ gmail.com

The Sunshine House 30 Florence {843) 669-1957 16
Director: Elonda Blyther {843) 664-4557

2009 Second Loop Road, Florence, SC 29501 fax

Email; center30@ sshouse.com

Zion Canaan Child Development Center Florence, {843) 346-0499 1
Director; Linda Hearon

Muailing: P.O. Box 173, Timmonsville, SC 29161

Physical: 612 S. Hill St., Timmonsville, SC 26162

Email; hlindafaye @ gmail.com

Choppee Head Start - Waccamaw BEOC, Inc. Georgetown. |  (843) 485-4231 20
Dircctor: Sonya Guiles {843) 485-4234

8055 Choppee Road, Georgetown, §C 29440 fax

Email: sonya.guiles @ weoc.org

Little Smurf’s Child Development Georgetown | (843) 264-3262 19
Co-Dircetors: Bequethia W Pressley & Rosa Wilson (843) 264-3262

903 Martin Luther King, Andrews, SC 29510 fax

Email: smurt'1984 @ frontier.con

Pawleys Island Civic Club Child Development Center Georgetown | (843) 237-4765 7

Director: Lillian Reid

Mailing: PO Box 202, Pawley’s Island, SC 29585
Physical: 323 Purkersville Rd, Pawley’s Island, SC 29585
Email: picce @lrontier.com

(843) 237-3053
fax
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Plavhouse CDC Georgetown | 843-545-7256 5
Director: T.eomia Cireen

42 Hope Lane, Georgetown, SC 29940 {843) 545-7256

Email; lareenplayhouse @ yahoo.com fax

Sampit Community Center Georgetown | (843) 546-0207 4
Director: Geraldine Holmes {843) 546-2601

Address: 92 Singleton Ave., Georgetown, SC 29585 fax

Email; sampitcocee @aol.com .

Small Minds of Tomorrow Georgetown | (843) 546-3233 10
Director: Larene Holmes {843) 546-3201

Address: 1601 Hawkins St, , Georgetown, SC 29440 fax

Email: larene_h@ yahoo.com

Small Minds of Tomorrow 11 Georgetown | (843) 318-1852 14
Dircctor: Lunda Green {843) 546-3201]

52 Hinds Strect, Georgetown, SC 29440 fax

Email: ricklunda@ netscape.com

The Sunshine House 02 Grecnwood {864) 223-0476 15
Dircctor: Allison Green {864) 223-0368

1104 Grace St., Greenwood, SC 296409 fax

Email: center(Q2 @ sshouse.com

The Sunshine House 134 Greenwood {864) 229-6923 16
Director: Valerna Grant-Wnight (864) 223-6924

1694 Calhoun Rd, Greenwood, SC 29649 fax

Email: center] 34 @sshouse.com

The Sunshine House 135 Greenwood {864) 227-6700 10
Director: Shanon Gorman (864) 227-6719

256 Wells Ave, Greenwood, SC 29646 fax

Email: center | 35 @sshouse.com

Children’s Keeper Learning Center Hampton {803) 914-0008 7
Director: Dxebra Scott {s803) 914-0008

103 N. Hoover 5t, Hampton, SC 29924 fax

Email: regde @yahoo.com

The Mellon Patch Hampton (803) 943-5055 7
Director: Kandi Hewlett (s803) 943-0145

103 First St, Hampton, SC 29924 fax

Email; Kandihewlett @ yahoo.com

A Step Ahead CDC Horry (843) 347-6811 4
Director; Sally Moore {843) 347-6868

120 Carclina Road, Conway, SC 29526 fax

Email; stepede@sceoast.net

ATM Duaycare Horry {843) 734-0270 9
Dircctor: Monica Moss {843)

9340 Hwy 90, Longs, 5C 29568 fax

Email: atmdaycare @yahoo.com

Beginner's Paradise Horry {843) 397-1830 6
Dircctor: Tasheema Kelly {843) 349-0110

8899 Hwy 701 South, Conway, §C 29527 fax

Email: beginpds @ sceoasl.net

Carolina Forest Child Development & Learning Center Horry (843) 236-1234 14

Dircctor: Dale M. Helins

214 Ronnie Court, MyrUe Beach, SC 29579

Email: DalcMIIclms @ gmail.com

{843) 236-1238

fax
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Chabad Academy Horry {843) 397-1830 7
Director: Eva Braun {843) 349-0110

2503 Oak St., Myrtle Beach, SC 29577 fax

Email; ebee3 124 @aol.com

Creative Beginnings Horry (843)215-1234 17
Director; 1iissa Woodle (843) 215-1235,

4047 Holmestown Road, Myrtle Beach, S5C 29588 fax.

Email; elissawoodle@yahoo.com

Cutie Pies Inc. Surfside Horry {543) 839-9882 10
Director; Anna [Yixon

712 South Poplar. Drive, Surfside Beach, SC 29575

Email: annacutiepics @ gmail.com

FUM Child Development Ministry Horry {843) 692-9272 12
Dircctor: Jeuanne Voltz-Loomis {843) 497-0473

904 65" Avenue North, Myrtle Beach, SC 29572 fax

Email: CDMatTheBeach@aol.com

Grissett’s CDC Horry {843) 248-3584 12
Dircctor: Kenisha Moore (843) 248-4337

1100 Creel Street Conway, SC 29527 fax

Email: grisscits @ {rontier.cont

Hunter's Ridge Child Care Homry (843) 236-4722 14
Director: Tleidi Armold

4301 Panthers Pkwy, MyrUe Beach, SC 29588

Emuail: childearchga@uaol.com

Kiddic Junction Homry {843) 444-2900 15
Director: Crystal Bradley & Angela Davis (8431 445-9256

2103 Cromley Circle, Myrtle Beach, SC 29577 fax

Email: zada 738 @ vahoo.com

Kids Paradise Horry {843) 293-7529 12
Director: Angela Brown {843) 293-7530

4716 Hwy 17 Byp. South Myrtle Beach, SC 29538 fax

Email: angiebrown6® @ gmail.com

Little Blessings CDC Horry (843) 249-2273 8
Director: Clarissa Solomon {543) fax

4750 Little River Neck Rd., N. Myrtle Beach, SC . 26582

Email; littlebede@ gmail.com

Little River CI2C Horry (843) 399-5437 13
Director: Amy Grogan (843). . . .fax

3796 McDowell Lane., Little River, SC . 295

Email: grandstrand3 @ msn.com

Princeton South Academy Horry {843) 903-5439 7
Dircetor: Mary Baddela {843) 903-5468

3887 Rence Drive, Myrtle Beach, SC 29579 fax

Email: 903kidz@ gmail.com

The Learning Station Horry {843) 349-0108 47
Dircetor: Donna Jensen {843) 397-1835

690 Singleton Ridge Rd., Conway. 5C 29526 fax

Email: DJensen 104 @ aol.com

Big Blue Marble Academy 4 Laurcns {864) 638-1100 23

Dircetor: Kim Shitlet
888 Springdale Drive, Clinton, SC 29325
Email: centerQ4 @ bbmacademy.com

{864) 938-1100

fax
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Fairview Kids CDC Laurens (864) 724-2088 4
Director: Ravan Hayes Mangle (864) 724-2085

615 Fairview Street, Fountain lnn, $C 29644 fax

Email; fairviewkidsede @ gmail com

Stepping Stones Learning Academy, [nc. Laurens (864) 682-5727 1
Director: Nikki Stewart {864) 683-2830,

2885 Hwy 221, Laurens, SC 29360 fax.

Email steppingstoneslearningacademy | 2@ vahoo.com

Tender Loving Childcare Laurens (864) 681-1346 10
Director; Deborah Warren

1405 W, Main, Laurens, SC 25360

Email: Uclaurens@yahoo.com

Thornwell Child Development Center Laurcns {864) 938-2704 39
Dircctor: Norman Daover {864) 938-2198

203 W. Calhoun St, Clinton, §C 29323 fax

Email: Norman.dover@thornwell.org

Young World Day Care Center Laurcns {864) 833-2090 7
Dircctor: Emily Camphell/Gail Cunningham

101 Mississippi Dr.. Clinton, SC 29325

Emuil: yvoungworldkids @ yahoo.com

Bishopville Lee Child Care Lee {803) 484-6800 18
Director: Lillie Patterson (803) 484-4222

Mailing: P.O. Box 521, Bishopville. 5C 29010 fax

Physical: 118 E. College 5., Bishopville, SC 29010

Email: bleccine | @ vahoo.com

A Mother’s Prayer Lexington (803) 796-4030 5
Director: Judi Castro {s803) 796-9416

117 5. Main 5t., Gaston, SC 290353 fax

Email: jrcastrod4 @ email.com

Big Blue Marble Academy 3 Lexington (803) 532-4671 9
Director: Stacey Pierce (803) 332-0955

119 Smith Street, Leesville, SC 29070 fax

Email: center(3 @bbmacademy.com

Brookland Bapust CDC Lexington (803) 744-7918 21
Director; Jenniter McConnell (803) 744-7921.

1054 Sunset Blvd., West Columbig, SC 29169 fax.

Email; yjmeconnell @brookland.ce

Hartman Hall Child Development Center [exington {803) 791-50%0 10
Director: Leigh Chavis (803) 626-0334

1247 Glenn Street, Cayce SC 29033 fax.

Email: leighchavis] @ gnail.com

Kids® Stutt Learning Center Lexington {803) 794-8028 7
Dircctor: Michelle M. Perr {803) 794-R010

813 Springdale Rd., West Columbia, SC 29170 fax

Email: Beanl2343@ vahoo.com

La Petite Academy 7503 Lexington {803) 755-9449 17
Dircctor: Gloria Watson {803) 755-0975

4027 Platt Springs Rd, West Columbia, 5C 29169 fax

Email: 7503 @ lapetile.con

Midlands Elite Gymnastics Academy (MEGA) CDC Lexinglon {803) 892-4496 3

Director: Tumice Ironside
3630 Augusta Ilighway, Gilber(, SC 29054
Email: megacdce @ vahoo.com

(803) 892-6007

fax
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Agapeland YEP Center Maricn (843)275-1444 14
Director: Iasnune Collins (843)423-4425

Mailing: PO Box 1506, Marion, 8C 24571 fax

Physical: 613 Dunlop St. Ext., Marion, SC 29571

Email; agape88 @roadrunner.com

Kids Konnection Christian Marion {843) 423-6174 4
Director: Talesha Applewhite (843) 423-0930

Muiling: PO Box 1376 Marion, $C 29571 fax

Physical: 500 McEachern Heights Marion, SC 29571

Email: kidkonnect @aol.com

McGill's Bundles of Joy Marion {843) 423-6561 20
Co-Dircetors: Loretta MeGill & Cynthia §. Edge {843) 423-6561

Mailing: PO Box 1872, Marion, SC 29571 fax

Physical: 608 Dunlop Ext., Marion, SC 29571

Email: bundlesoljoy @bellsouth.com

Troy-Johnson Learning Corner Marion {843) 404-8565 26
Dircctor: JTackie Troy-Johnson {843) 464-2199

106 Gapway 8t., Mullins, 5C 29574 fax

Emuil: juoyvjohns @aol.com

Pleasant Grove Academy Murion {843) 423-2096 3
Director: Jean Pearson (843)423-7267

1333 Penderboro Road, Marion, SC 29571 fax

Emuail: jpearson28 @ bellsouth.net

Newberry Child Development Center Newberry {803) 276-3045 24
Director: Jodi Sawyer / Mary Green (803) 276-3045

2300 Evans Street, Newberry, SC 29108 fax

Email: newberryvedc @ amail.com

Kids Unlimited of Prosperity Newbery {803) 364-0660 16
Director: Txwn CGrabaum {803) 364-0054

Mailing: PO Box 157, Prosperity, SC 29129 fax

Physical: 11299 CR Koon Highway. Prosperity, SC

29129

Email; kidsunlimitedotprosperity @ comeast.net

Cambridge Child Development Center Oconee (864) 882-9512 10
Director; Suzanne Evans

200 [ee Lane, Seneca, SC 29678

Email; cambridgechilddev.center@ vahoo.com

Kreative Kids Child Care Oconee {864) 324-6048 5
Director: Regina Gambrel]

1328 S, Walnut Street, Senceca, SC 29678

Email: regina_gambrell @ yahoo.com

Upstate Children’s Center of Walhalla, Inc. Oconee {864) 638-6800 19
Dircctor: Lindsay Singleton {864) 638-6883

605 East Main Strect, Walhalla, SC 29691 fax

Email: uccwalhalla@ gmail.com

Brighter Children’s Learning Center Orangeburg | (803) 937-5701 4
Dircctor: Gwen Simmaons & Belty Fludd

1830 Old Whitaker Pkwy, Orangeburg, SC, 29115

Email: purple @scar.com

Kidz Will Be Kidz Director: Margaret Davis Orangeburg | (803) 531-3085 10

1292 Sawyer Street, Orangeburg, SC, 29115
Email: Mdavis9709 @aol.com

803-531-3411 lax
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SC State University CDC Director: Stephanie Felks Orangeburg | (803) 336-7150 24
Mailing: P.O. Box 7188, Orangeburg, SC 29117 {803) 533-398%

Physical: 300 College St., Orangeburg, SC 29117 fax

Email; stelks @sesuedu & pirons @ sesuedu

Wright Way Child Development Center Orangeburg | (803) 492-72095 12
Director: Lashondia Wright (803) 492-7265

629 Torringten Road, Eutawville, SC 29048 fax

Email; Imw5234@ vahoo.com

Ayes’s Kinderoo Care C1DC Richland {803) 353-5299 &
Director: Verdell Aye {803) 353-3884

Muiling: PO Box 39 Eastover, SC 29044 fax

Physical: 213 Van Boklen Street, Eastover, SC 29044

Email: kinderoocare @att.net

Belvedere Early Learning Center Richland (803) 754-4027 10
Dircetor: lemon Williams {80D3) 754-97R7

3700 Thurmond St., Columbia, SC 29204 fax

Email:bele @bellsouth.net

Benedict College Child Development Center Richland (803) 705-4844 &
Director: Omari [.. Dyson (803) 705-6586

1608 Westminster Drive, Columbia, SC 29204 fax
Email:dysono@benedict.cdu  dysono@benedictl.edu

Bethel Learning Center Richland {803)779-1816 32
Director: Sandra Kelly (803)451-7283

G21 Woodrow Street, Columbia, SC 29205 fax

Email; sandrakelly74@aol.com .

Candle Lakes Child Care Richland {803) 754-3807 7
Director: Christina [Lawson {803) 754-3868

422 Blythcwood Rd., Blythewood, §C 29016 fax

Email: candlelakes @ att.net

Children’s Garden Richland {803) 333-0608 19
Dircctor: Althea Benson

4801 Colonial Dr., Columbia, $C 29203

Email: childrensgarden@ vemehs.org

Children’s World 5 Richland {80D3) 776-5873 23
Dircctor: Tamara Canzater {803) 776-5874

7611 Garner's Ferry Rd, Columbia SC 29209 fax

Email: childrensworldS @live.com

Children's World 7 Richland (803) 772-9017 20
Director: Jennifer Tackell

1225 Pincy Grove, Columbia, SC 29210

Email: childrensworld7 @hive.com

Dream Catcher’s Child Learning Center Richland {(803)647-9111 14
Director: Kimberly Sowsell {803) 647-9132

2430 Atlas Road, Columbia, SC 29209 fax

Email: Kimberly.Sowell @ midlandscdc.org

Education Express Center for Learning Richland {803) 419-3004 9
Director: Jerome Jones (803) 419-3748

102 Columbia Northeast Drive, Columbia, SC 29223

Email; jjones_edexpress@bellsouth.net

[La Petite Academy 7501 Richland {803) 776-70%7 9

Director; Iianne Joel
7460 Garner's Ferry. Road, Columbia, $C 29209
Email; 7501 @ lapetite.com

(803) 776-7412
fax
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Lotz of Love Learning Center Richland (803) 334-6117 9
Director: Schantella Foster {s803) 834-6657

Adress: 1510 Canal Street, Columbia, SC 29210

Email; Schantellaf@ amail.com

Myers Nursery & Daycare Richland (803) 776-2091 10
Director; Barhara Scott {803) 693-9924

Muiling: 24 Saddlemount Ln., Hopkins, SC 29061

Physical; 6157 Cabin Creek Rd., Hopkins SC, 29061

Email; h-scott- 1@ att.net

Spring Valley Early Learning Academy . Richland {803) 736-1501 7
Director: Tiffany Johnson (803) 736-1502

2161 Two Notch Road, Columbia, SC 29223 fax

Email: childrensworldd @live.com

Sunshine House 21 Richland (803) 772-0517 20
Dircetor: Brittany Broxton {803) 450-1509

3011 Broad River Rd., Columbia, 5C 29210 fax

Email: center2 ] @ sshouse.com

Sunshine House 22 Richland {80D3) 772-5516 20
Dircctor: Peggy McDonald (803) 750-1434

104 Greystone Blvd, Columbia, SC 29210 fax

Email: center22 @sshouse.com

Sunshine House 23 Richland (803) 783-3929 12
Director: William Wood, 111 (803) 783-0432

748 Greenlawn Dr., Columbia, SC 29209 fax

Email: center23 @sshouse.com

Trinity Learning Center Richland (803)1254-5819 2
Director: Jean Knowlton

1100 Sumter Street, Columbia, SC 29201

Email: childcare @trinitysc.org

ABC Academy Saluda {864) 445-7999 17
Director: Kim Chariker

405 N. Wise Road, Saluda SC 29138

Email: abcacademy @ embargmail.com

Bright Angels CDC Spartanburg | (864) 576-0886 8
Director; Goldie Banner, {864) 814-6031

129 A Peake Road, Roebuck, SC 29376

Email; ghannereramma @ yahoo.com

[Learning Years CDC Spartanburg | (864) 476-2958 2
Director: Sandy Ridings

410 Hast Hayne Street, Woodruff, 5C 29388

Email: sandyr] 135r@ gmail.com

Legacy Christian Day School Spartanburg | (864) 582-3366 20
Dircctor: Joyee Ruth

227 Cedar Springs Rd., Spartanburg, 5C 29302

Email: jumesruth@bellsouth.net

Miss Eddie’s Child Development Center Spartanburg | (864) 587-8900 15
Dircctor: Ldna Smith {864) 587-R900

140 Southport Rd, Spartanburg, SC 29306 fax

Email: misseddiescde @ yahoo.com

Mother Goose Day Care Spurtanburg | (864) 583-9222 9
Director: Barbara Houston (864) 583-9222

2220 Country Club Rd, Spartanburg SC 29302 fax

Email: mothergoose 13482 @bellsouth.net
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PCA Child Development Center of ZL. Madden Spartanburg | (864) 342-4722 20
Director: Joyce Diavis {(864) 515-9357

459 West Centenmal 5t, Spartanburg, SC 29303 fax

Email; jdavis@pcasp.org

Precious Little Angels Day Care Spartanburg | {864) 474-1930 20
Director: Joye Guylon (864) 474-1930

567 Glenn Springs Rd, Pacolet, SC 26372 fax

Email; plangelsdaycare @bellsouth.net .

The Children’s Academy Spartanburg | (864) 595-3727 10
Director: Yolanda Staley

104 Tanglewylde Drive Spartanburg, SC 29301

Email: YolandaStaley @ yahoo.com

The Sunshine House 16 Spartanburg | (864) 576-5330 10
Dircctor: Brenda Berry {864) 5376-0434

1212 John B. White Sr. Blvd., Spartanburg, 5C 29306 fax

Email: center 16@ sshouse.com

The Sunshine House 17 Spartanburg | (864) 582-3757 8
Dircctor: Ashley Wilkins-Miller

1085 TFernwood-Glendale Rd., Spartanburg, SC 29302

Email: center 17 @ sshouse.com

Archway Academy #3 Sumier {803) 773-6480 9
Director: Stacy Hurrimgton (803) 773-3061

2049 McCray’s Mill Road, Sumter, SC 29154 fax

Email: archwayvacademy3 @msn.com

Bright Beginnings Sumier {803)773-4300 10
Director: Linda Harris / Jeswica Lee (802) 773-6951

416 South Wise Drive, Sumter. SC 291350 fax

Email: brightbeginningssumter @ yahoo.com

Care-A-Lot Day Care Center Sumter {803) 499-3851 9
Co-Director{s): Puula Durham & Evien Dennis {803) 499-5851

4215 Thomas Sumter Hwy, Dalzell, SC 29040 fax

Email: carealotdaycare @hotmail.com

Clarian Place Child Care and Learning Center Sumter {803) 773-4370 5
Director: Mary Couoper (803) 773-95356

178 South Pike East Rd., Sumter, SC 29150 fax

Email; clarianplacesumter @ email.com

Grace Cathedral Child Development Center Sumter (803) 774-7200 10
Director: Julia Triplett (803) 774-7201

50 Oswego Road, Sumter, SC 29150 fax

Email: Juliad& triplett(@ vahoo.com

Jehovah Missionary Baptist Christian & Academic Schoal | Sumter {803) 934-1287 16
Dircctor: Vernetia Duncan {803) 934-0937

415 §. Manning Ave., Sumter, §8C 29150 fax

Email: vernetiad @ yahoo.com

Luv N Care Child Care Sumtcr (803) 778-2102 12
Dircctor: Sherric Welch (803) 778-2102

48 Inglewood Drive Sumter, 8C 29150 fax

Email: babettemeadows @ yahoo.com

The Glory of God Academy Sumter {803) 469-9575 5

Dircctor: Mecca Emery
3730 Camden Ilighway, Dalzell, SC 29040
Email: mrs.memery @ yahoo.com
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Vanessa’'s Playland LLC Sumter {803) 494-9534 10
Director: Shanda Sumper {803) 494-9587

Address: 3300 West Brewington Rd, Sumter, SC 29153 fax

Email; vanessaplayland @ yahoo.com

William Thomas Academy Sumter (8033 773-1910 14
Co-Director; Lottic McCuaw {803) 773-9340

1155 Florence Hwy, Sumter, SC 29153 fax

Email; Imecaw30@ email.com

Mon Aetna CEC Union (864) 427-2017 31
Director; Susan Adams (864) 427-5930

1431B Lockhart Hwy., Union, SC 29379 fax

Email: monactnacee @ gmail.com

Building Blocks Academy Williamsburg | (843) 382-3417 7

Dircctor: Gwen Mcbadden {843) 382-3417

Mailing: PO Box 71, Kingstree, SC 29556 fax

Physical: 84 Marble Road, Kingstree, §C 29556

Email: buildinghlocksacademy @ yahoo.com

Doodle Buzz Academy Williamsburg | (843) 210-7529 23
Dircetor: JTenniter Parrott (843) 210-7530

4400 N. Williamsburg County Hwy, Luke City, SC 29560 fax

Email: doodlebugacademy | @ yahoo.com

Lane Head Start/Waccamaw EOC. Inc. Williamsburg | (843) 387-9330 33
Director: Stephanie Brown (843) (387-9332

175 Edwin Road, Lunc, SC 29564 fax

Email: stephanie.brown@weoc.org

Little Smurf Too Williamsburg | (843) 264-3262 12
Director: Pamela Williams & Rosa Wilson {543) 264-3044

1435 N. Longstreet, Hwy 52, Kingstree, SC 29556 (fax)

Email: pswilliams8 1 & yahoo.com

Nesmith Community Day Care Williamsburg | (843) 382-3241 ]

Director: Audrey McCrae (843) 382-374|

2774 Turkey Creek Road, Nesmith, SC 29580 fax

Email: nedec @fie-i.net

Wilson's Daycare & Learning Center Willhlamsburg | (843) 354-6270 ]

Director: 1aisy Wilson {843) 354-3802

501 Lawrence St., Kingstree, SC 2955 fax

Email; wilsonsdaveare @yahoo.com

Small World Academy. York (803) 627-7415 12

Director: Betty Chason
3714 Woodlawn Street, Sharon, SC 29742
Email: smallworldacademy @ gmail.com

(803)927-7415
fax
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Expansion Districts (Communities and /Subgrantees)

South Carolina proposes utilizing the bulk of its grant funding to expand and enhance the
number of High Quality Preschool slots available to Eligible Children in 12 of the state’s 20
remaining non-CERDEP school districts. Grant funds would be utilized to supplement — but
not supplant - existing local and EIA 4K funding sources, {illing service gaps in both public and

private settings meeting the federal definition of High-Quality.

These underserved communities, designated as High-Need by virtue of limited state funding, are

listed in the table below.

Table D1(b): Proposed Grant Expansion Districts, Demographics and Service Gaps

Anderson 5 | 1,082 69.58 753 133 290 423 56.2% 330
Kershaw 830 69.48 577 72 160 232 40,29 345
Anderson 2 261 69.26 181 32 o0 92 50.8% 89
Anderson 4 261 68.40 179 31 88 119 60.4% 60
Beaufort 2,146 67.92 1,458 107 900 1,007 69.0% 451
Lancaster 1.028 67.23 691 33 140 173 25.0% 518
Spartanburg| 323 66.91 216 20 188 208 96.2% 8
York 3 1,563 66.11 1,033 182 512 694 67.1% 339
Spartanburg| 729 65.21 475 44 339 383 81.6% 92
Pickens 1,241 65.03 807 96 533 629 77.9% 139
Spartanburg| 604 64.35 389 36 270 306 78.0% 83
Charleston | 4,604 63.21 2,948 544 1,903 2,447 83.0% 501
Totals 14,732 9,707 1,330 5,379 0,713 | Total 4K Gap: 2,955

As depicted above, these 12 districts are home to an estimated 2,995 eligible four-year-olds
with access to neither state preschool nor Head Start. Each district is home to a student
population in which 63% or more of all children meet current state and federal eligibility
definitions.

A map depicting both the state’s existing CERDEP districts and the proposed grant expansion

districts is included below, with the expansion districts shaded in yellow.
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Figure D1(b): Proposed Expansion District Geography
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In these Expansion Districts, South Carolina anticipates making funds available to both public
and private subgrantees capable of enrolling Eligible Children in new expansion slots.
Consistent with Competitive Priority #3, more than 50% of South Carolina’s proposed

grant will be dedicated for this purpose.

Whether public or private, all grant funding will be devoted to programming meeting the
federal definition of High Quality, to include dcgreed teachers and full-day classcs. In the
event that local districts currently funding half-day models have sufficient space to convert
existing classrooms to full-day, grant funds may also be utilized to support the enhancement of
existing slots to meet this federal definition. Likewise, private expansion slots within the 12
expansion districts will be fully-lunded at a supplemental rate designed (o enable the

employment and compensation of degreed teachers.
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Subgrantees in the 12 expansion districts will include both newly recruited private providers

and these school districts themselves.

D2. Each High-Need Community is Currently Underserved

Each of the 73 South Carolina school districts proposed for grant funding is currently
underscrved according to Preschool Development Grant definitions. Within the 61 Existing
CERDEP Districts, students attending in many private settings lack access to High-Quality
services as defined by grant guidelines (due Lo a lack of resources 10 employ and competitively
compensate teachers holding bachelors’ degrees). The 12 Expansion Districts are underserved by
virtue of both a lack of current CERDEP funding with which to serve Eligible Children and

(1in some cascs) a need to extend current half-day programming.

Required enrollment data depicting both the Existing and proposcd Expansion districts has

been included in prior sections of this application.

e 2013-2014 CERDEP enrollment and demographic data is included in Table B2(b). (Note
that this tablc does not include data on ten ncw 2014-2015 CERDEP cxpansion districts,
on which updated enrollment data is not yet availablc.)

¢ Data pertaining to the 12 proposcd grant-funded Expansion Districts is included in Table
D1(b) above.

D3. Process of Selecting and Outreach to Potential Subgrantees

Because of South Carolina’s significant progress toward providing universal prekindergarten to
low-income children, sclecting potential subgrantees is straight forward proposition. The state’s
61 cxisting CERDEP communitics arc alrcady well-penctrated by programs mecting the federal
definition of High Quality — with the employment and competitive compensation of bachelors’
degreed teachers within private settings the notable exception. The state’s first set of proposed
subgrantees is therefore private providers willing to address this disparity using supplemental
grant [unding. This list includes both existing and prospective providers, drawn (o participate

by a more equitable rate of reimbursement.
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Expansion subgrantees were also easily identified, with the next 12 non-CERDEP school
districts prioritized as High-Need in order of their poverty rates. (South Carolina selected these
districts in descending order, beginning with the most impoverished non-CERDEP district and
proceeding until the state’s maximum award was likely 1o be exhausted.) Subgrantees in these
comununities will include both these 12 school districts and new private providers to be

recruited.

First Steps’ leaders have conducted personal outreach to each of the 12 proposed expansion
districts to discuss the statc’s proposcd cxpansion concept. Each of these districts has expressed

an cagcrness to participate and provided an attached Letter of Support.

The state’s privatc CERDEP providers arc also supportive of the state’s application. Though its
First Steps 4K staff, both written and personal outreach has been conducted to each of the
state’s 151 participating providers. While we do not anticipate that each will be immediately able
—or willing, given the long-term employiment of many current 4K teachers - to attract and
employ bachelors’ degreed teachers, the prospect of providing supplemental funding to support
these hirings enjoys broad appeal and 1s certain to be warmly embraced among these
subcontractors. Letters of support from 96 of the state’s existing private providers are also

attached here.

Note that no tribal outreach was necessary in association with this application.

D4, South Carolina will Subgrant 95% of its Total Grant Award to Implement and Sustain

High-Quality Preschool Programs

Y] [GIIEY]

South Carolina proposes using 95% (or $ of its potential $ annual

grant award in the form of sub-grants to direct service providers (public and privatc) capablc
of achicving the statc’s ambitious and achievable annual targets for thc number and
percentage of additional Eligible Children to be served in High-Quality Preschool Programs.
These sub-grants hold the potential to benefit Eligible Children in 73 South Carolina school

districts.
Using grant funds, South Carolina proposes to:
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e Creatc at Icast 1,700 new, High-Quality state preschool slots in both public and private
settings. While the bulk of these new slots are anticipated within the state’s 12 proposed
grant expansion districts, new private sector slots within the state’s 61 existing CERDEP
districts are also expected as a result of supplemental grant funding designed (o ensure

greater equity.

e Create at least 1,864 improved state preschool slots through both the creation of full-day
slots in districts previously operating half-day models and the private sector
employment (and equitable compensation) of teachers holding bachelors’ degrees in

carly childhood education.

D4a. Ambitious and Achievable Annual Expansion Targets —AND -
D4b, Incorporate Ambitions Expansion and Ambitious Improvement

No later than Ycar Two of South Carolina’s grant award, the statc intends to achicve its

expressed goal of expanding its High-Quality preschool program to includc at Icast:

¢ 1,700 ncw expansion slots

e 1,864 slots of enhanced guality (consistent with federal definitions).

Because of the state’s existing preschool infrastructure — as well as the federal intent to award
Preschool Development Grant funds as early as December 2014 - we are confident the state can
deliver at least 70% of this target enrollment during the 2015-2016 (Year One), with full

capacity rcached and maintained no later than 2016-2017 (Year Two).

Here it is important for reviewers to understand South Carolina’s mixed-delivery model, in

which both enrollment and the appropriation of funds are based in part on parental choice.

Upon receipt of the state’s award notice, South Carolina First Steps will both enter into formal
negotiations with expansion school districts and open its private provider application

process to preschools serving children in these new communities.
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Additionally, the state will take steps to promote the availability of equity supplements for
private providers in South Carolina’s 61 existing CERDEP districts and provide technical
assistance to providers seeking to bring their programs into alignment with the federal definition
of High-Quality through the enrollment of bachelors® degreed teachers. {Barring the
appropriation of additional state funds for FY 16, only private providers meeting the federal

High-Quality definition will be eligible to participate in the 12 Expansion Districts.)

Within these expansion districts there will also be public slots identified for enhancement as
districts cxplorc conversion of half-day classrooms to full-day. This is a discussion now
underway within these districts, as leaders explore both available classroom space and the pros
and cons of conversion to full-day programming (which, in the absence of additional classroom
space, could mean providing a service of greater intensity to a smaller number of total

children).

It 1s here that the state’s private preschools will continue to demonstrate their considerable worth
as state 4K providers, filling gaps in school district capacity. There are currently 807 licensed
preschool providers in the counties containing the twelve proposed expansion districts. (Note
that as part of SC’s model, eligibility and funding follow the child, enabling parents to enroll in
an approved private preschool even if it is located outside of the eligible child’s district of

residence.)

A table depicting cach of the cxpansion districts’ enrollment by program type (half-day vs. full-

day) and thc number of cligible private providers by county 1s included below.
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Table Dd(a): Expansion District Enrollment by Type, Licensed Private Providers

Anderson 5§ 0 290 290 120
Kershaw 140 20 160) 26
Andcrson 2 40 2() 60 120
Andcrson 4 28 60 88 120
Beaufort 40 860 900 94
Lancaster 0 140 140 27
Spartanburg 1 140 44 188 129
York 3 406 106 512 130
Spartanburg 2 339 0 339 129
Pickens 533 0 533 50
Spartanburg 5 270 0 270 129
Charleston 116 1787 1,903 231
Totals 2,052 3,327 5,379 807

Because South Carolina operates on a parental choice model - and funds both public and
private providers on the basis of eligible children enrolled - the state’s application specifics
neither an exact number of students to be served, nor the exact amount of grant funding
proposed for each subgrantee (a list which may number into the hundreds). Instead, we

have completed Table D4 by describing categories of grantee services.

This is a reflection on South Carolina’s cxisting mixed-delivery model. Rather than presumce that
funds will flow exclusively to public school district providers, the statc’s approach is designed to
support the meaningful participation of both public and private providers - some of whom will

not be identified until the state opens its application process to these expansion communities.

Reviewers should recognize that what this approach lacks in current specificity (for purposes of
this application and its associated data tables), it more than oflsets in terms of {lexibility and
promise. Because this application 1s designed to fill gaps across a large number of South
Carolina communities, the state can assure its attainment of ambitious and achievable goals
with confidence. With dollars following Eligible Children within a network of more than 160

potential subgrantecs (public and private), South Carolina assures that:
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. of total grant funds will bc provided in the form of subgrants to providers of
High-Quality Preschool.

e Atlecast|4|% of the state’s total grant award will be dedicated to the creation of new
state preschool slots for underserved Eligible Children (Competitive Priority 3), with at
least 1,190 (% ) of the state’s proposed 1,700 expansion slots to be filled during 2015-
2016 (Year One).

» No more than % of the state’s total award will be utilized to enhance the quality of
an estimated 1,864 existing slots to meet the federal definition of High Quality (equity
supplements to private sector providers employing and competitively compensating staff,

expansion of school district slots from half-day to full-day).

Finally, in the cvent that unforescen circumstances prevent South Carolina’s ability to fully
expend the state’s award in the manncr outlined above, we will seek immediate approval to
extend the permissible geography of this application to include one or more the 8 remaining

5C school districts unfunded by this project.

We believe that this is an ambitious — but eminently achievable — plan for South Carolina,

consistent with federal goals and requirements.

D5. Sustainability of Grant Funding for High-QOuality Preschool

As described throughout this section, it is the codified intent of the South Carolina General
Assembly to establish the state’s CERDEP 4K program as a statewide model. Since the original
CDEPP pilot program’s inception in 2006, lawmakers have expanded this mixed-delivery model
from 37 1o 61 current districts — with expansion to the state’s remaining 20 districts pending only

the identification of resources with which to do so in coming years.

In making this application for Preschool Development Grant funding, the State of South

Carolina seeks federal funds with which to accelerate this process with the knowledge and
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expectation that state revenues will be required to sustain the availability of these funds at

the conclusion of the four-year-grant period.
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SECTION E: COLLABORATING WITH EACH SUBGRANTEE AND
ENSURING STRONG PARTNERSHIPS

South Carolina’s ambitious and achievable plan includes measures designed to ensure that each

subgrantee 1s elfectively implementing a High-Quality Preschool Program.

ElI. Roles and Responsibilities of the State and Subgrantees

As the Preschool Development Grant’s designated lead agency, South Carolina First Steps to
School Readiness will assume responsibility for ensuring the state’s compliance with all grant
requirements — to include the establishment, monitoring and enforcement of subgrant
agreements, required data collection, and oversight of grant-funded professional development (to

be established in collaboration with statc and local partners).

Subgrantees — both public and private — will be contracted by First Steps as High-Quality
preschool providers responsible for the delivery of federally compliant services to Eligible

Children, consistent with the ambitious and achievable plan outlined in Scction D,

E2. South Carolina’s Plan to Implement High-Ouality Preschool Programs, fo Include

Organizational Capacity and Existing Infrastructure

South Carolina’s proposal 1s built upon a strong, pre-existing preschool infrastructure,
which alrcady scrves more than half of the state’s four-ycar-old population. Because
Preschool Development Grant requirements largely mirror those of South Carolina’s longtime
preschool service delivery models, both public and private providers are well acquainted with —
and prepared to deliver upon - these expectations. All of the structural supports necessary to
administer this grant, from provider applications and guidelines, to a system of provider

monitoring, already exist and are readily scalable to grant-funded expansion communities.

As the grant’s lead agency, South Carolina First Steps has a nine-year history as the statewide
administrator of the CERDEP program in private settings and both governing and
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grassroots organizational structures ideally-suited to support implementation of this
application’s ambitious and achievable plan. As a grant funder to 46 local Partnership Boards,
151 private CERDEP providers, and a network of roughly 800 contracted early intervention
therapy providers, First Steps is well-prepared to administer {and monitor the use of) grant [unds

to the state’s proposed Preschool Development subgrantees.

E3. How South Carolina Will Minimize the Administrative Costs of Subgrantees

South Carolina does not intend to permit administrative costs by Preschool Development
subgrantees. In the event that extraordinary circumstances necessitate such a request, a formal

walver request will be sought for consideration by the state’s federal program officer.

E4. How South Carolina Will Monitor the Provision of High-Ouality Preschool Prograins

South Carolina First Steps to School Readiness has a successful nine-year history of providing
on-site monitoring and technical assistance for the purpose of ensuring high-quality preschool
program dclivery, First Steps staff currently make announced and unannounced visits to cach

of the statc’s 150+ private CERDEP providers twice monthly.

The state proposes an expansion of this cxisting model to mect the grant monitoring
requirements, with two additional 4-vear-old kindcrgarten coordinators budgeted to ensure
ongoing support and oversight of subgrantees. In addition to these grant-funded program
monitors, First Steps will utilize existing statewide stalt to monitor grant requirements within its

network ol current service providers.

South Carolina’s existing CERDEP and EIA 4K programs operate under a nearly identical set
of program requirements 10 those defined in the Preschool Development Grant — and have
done so for many years. Accordingly the state’s potential subgrantees are well-acquainted with
the definition of High-Quality established within the Preschool Development Grant and well-

prepared to deliver scrvices of this caliber.
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ES5. How South Carolina and its Subgrantees will Coordinate Plans Related to Assessments,

Data Sharing and Other Key Program Elements

As in prior sections, South Carolina’s experience and existing infrastructure provide it with a
significant head start on efforts to coordinate between the state and subgrantee providers. We

address a number of key topics below.

Assessment — All state-funded preschool students in South Carolina are subject to
participation in a new statewide readiness assessment program established in June
2014 (as part of the same bill which codified the public-private CDEPP pilot). The state
has rccently procurcd an instrument — Amplify’s mClass Circle — through which the
early literacy skills of all of the statc’s funded preschoolers will be measured during the
first 45 days of 2014-2015. State law requires that this readiness assessment be expanded
no later than 2016-2017 to include Mathematics, Social-Emotional Development and
Health/Physical Development. Though not required, First Steps has mandated the use of
Circle post-testing in the spring of 2015 for all students served in private CERDEP

settings.

Participation in statewide assessment requirements 1s 4 routine occurrence amongst the
state’s likely subcontractors - with only new private providers for 2015-2016 unfamiliar
with this protocol. As the state’s grant administrator, First Steps and its regional 4K staff
will assumc responsibility for ensuring close coordination with subgrantces on matters of

asscssment — to include any asscssment protocols required as a condition of funding.

Data Sharing — South Carolina’s state-funded preschool providers are well-acquainted
with data sharing requirements as a condition of state (and hence grant) funding.
School districts’ student demographic data is captured in the state’s PowerSchool
database. First Steps is responsible for the collection of private student data and approves
the enrollment of Eligible Children in these settings contingent upon contractors’
submission complete data. Student unique ID numbers are assigned to students in both
public and private CERDEP settings by the SC Department of Education and submitted
to the state’s Education Oversight Committee for longitudinal tracking and program

evaluation. Student readiness assessment data is also required — and currently collected
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via Amplify’s online mClass data system. As the state’s grant administrator, First Steps
will ensure that all grant-funded subcontractors meet state and federal reporting

requirements.

Instructional Tools, Professional Development and Workforce/Leadership
Development — Each of the state’s publicly-funded 4K classrooms — whether public or
private - utilize common assessments and one of a handful of state-approved, research-
based curricula. Since the inception of the CDEPP 4K pilot, First Steps has worked hand-
in-hand with the SC Department of Education to cnsurc the articulation of common
requirements and the provision of joint (curriculum, professional, workforce, and

leadership) training opportunities.

Family Engagement, Cross-Sector and Comprehensive Service Efforts — As with the
items above, South Carolina is well-prepared to coordinate family engagement and
comprehensive service efforts across all subgrantees. This is readily accomplished due to
South Carolina’s unique, grassroots early childhood infrastructure. Each South Carolina
community is home to a local, non-profit First Steps Partnership serving as a resource
and referral portal for the families of young children. These local partnerships work
closely with school districts and private providers to connect families to comprehensive
scrvices — both thosc to which they are entitled and those which they desire to ensure the
success of their young children. First Steps’ local partnerships also fund and provide
community services, including evidence-based home visitation, developmental

screenings and community literacy supports.

E6. How South Carolina Will Coordinate With, But Not Supplant Other Kev Programs

South Carolina assures that Preschool Development Grant funds will not be used to supplant

any existing source of funding: federal, state or local. The state proposes the use of grant funds

solely to expand and enhance the provision of state preschool programs where no other

source of revenue is available. Accordingly, all other sources of funding will be maintained — to

include EIA 4K appropriations and any discretionary local funding to include Title 1 of the
ESEA (as applicable).
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That said the state is firmly committed to ensuring the coordination and integration of grant
funds with both programs providing direct and indirect supports to Eligible Preschool Children
and their families. Except as dictated by specific grant requirements, South Carolina intends to
blend Preschool Development Grant resources seamlessly into the state’s existing preschool
infrastructure — making grant-funded students and classrooms indistinguishable from their state-
funded counterparts. These classrooms will follow the same Guidelines required of the state’s
cxisting programs, be inclusive of children with special needs (funded under Scction 619 of
IDEA Part B), cnsure scrvices to children cligible for scrvices under subtitle VII-B of the
McKinney-Vento Act, and coordinate with a host of other state and local programs designed to

improve the lives of South Carolina’s young children.

It is important to note here the role of Head Start within South Carolina’s preschool
inlrastructure. Funded under separate federal requirements — and with a more restrictive
delinition of low-income eligibility — South Carolina does not [und Head Start services directly.
That said, a number of South Carolina Head Start grantees serve concurrently as providers
of state-funded preschool, tapping excess building capacity to operate state-funded programs
for children between 100%-200% of the federal poverty definition. While these children are
countcd against state preschoel enrollment totals and arc not funded to receive the same sct of
comprehensive services required by Head Start, these local grantees are valuable CERDEP
partners. The benefits extend both ways. Not only is the state able to provide prekindergarten to
a larger number of Eligible Children, but Head Start grantees are able to generate separate
tuition dellars which enable them to provide a more comprehensive set of community services —

often in rural areas lacking robust private child development centers.

Finally the requirement that all CERDEP classrooms {public and private) maintain child care
licensing provides opportunities for each subgrantee to potentially benefit from the federal Child
Care and Development Block Grant. Not only was the interagency creation of South Carolina’s
Good Start, Grow Smart Early Learning Standards crcatcd under the auspices of the CCDBG,
but participation as a licensced provider within South Carolina’s ABC Quality Program pcrmits
both public and private providers to accept South Carolina Child Care Vouchers (as

available). These vouchers are tapped by many eligible families for the purpose of providing
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before and afterschool “wrap around care” extending beyond the state program’s 6.5-hour

program day.

As the grant’s program administrator and home to the state’s Early Childhood Advisory Council,
First Steps pledges 1o ensure the seamless coordination of grant resources with a host of

additional federal, state and local programs.

E7. How South Carolina will Integrate Economically Diverse Students

Because eligibility for South Carolina’s state-funded preschool program 1s limited to students
qualifying for free- or reduced-price school lunches or Medicaid, its school-based classrooms
tend to be economically homogenous. Though a small number of SC school districts provide
tuition-based 4K, these programs tend to operate independently of their state-funded

countcrparts.

The same cannot be said of the state’s privatc CERDEP providers, who currently coroll
anywhcre between 1 and 50 cligible students apicce. Because South Carolina funds these
programs according to the number of eligible children enrolled, private providers arc not only
able - but encouraged - to integrate state-funded, low-income children into otherwise
tuition-based classrooms. Indeed it is the case that many of the state’s top-tier private providers
enroll only a hand{ul ol state-funded children annually because demand for their tuition-based
programs is so strong. In these classrooms, low-income students who would be otherwise
unable to access these often-costly programs receive high-caliber instruction with an

cconomically diverse sct of peers.

While South Carolina cannot assure this economic diversity in every grant setting, students
scrved in the state’s privatc CERDEP classrooms — in particular — arc likcly to be served in

economically diverse classrooms.

ES. How Will South Carolina Serve Children in Need of Additional Supports

South Carolina is committed to providing a High-Quality Preschool cxperience to all Eligible

Children — cach of whom arrives at school with a unique set of needs. As rcquircd of LEA
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programs by state and federal law, South Carclina’s school districts are both equipped and
funded to mcet the needs of diverse groups of learncrs, including preschoolers requiring

additional support services.

Students enrolled in the state’s privale CERDEP 4K classrooms are no less entitled to these
services, be they special education supports oflered under Section 619 of IDEA Part B, services
necessary to support English language acquisition, or others provided by state’s public school
districts. Because South Carolina First Steps is not directly funded to provide these services,
howevcer, cxtra coordination cfforts arc required in these cascs. First Steps 4K staff and
contracted preschool providers work in close coordination with local school districts (and
additional community partners as necessary) to ensure that the supplemental needs of all

enrolled students are met.

Here again, South Carolina points to the value of First Steps’ interagency governance at the
state and local levels. As the state’s Early Childhood Advisory Council, the First Steps Board of
Trustees includes the directors of each of the state’s child serving agencies — a structure which
helps to break down barriers and silos to the benefit of South Carolina children and their
families. At the local level, similar structures exists by county, ensuring a web of interagency
relationships capable of supporting the needs of the state’s high-risk children and families,

independent of geography.

As the state’s assigned lead agency for the Preschool Development Grant, First Steps is uniquely
situated to address and cnsurc the diverse needs of low-income, Eligible Children. Whether these
children are homeless, disabled, migrant, participants in the state’s child welfare system or in
need of other supports, First Steps assures that its grant-funded students will be provided
access not only to the services 1o which they are entitled by the state and federal law, but to
additional community and philanthropic supports accessible solely through the strong

interagency connections of its state and local organizations.
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E9. How Will South Carolina Ensure Culturally and Linguistically Responsive

Communication and Outreach Efforts, Engage Parents and Families

South Carolina First Steps to School Readiness takes particular pride in its ability to reach and
serve the state’s most isolated and hard-to-reach families. Citing the initiative’s local governance
by diverse groups of community stakeholders, the High/Scope Educational Research Foundation
has lauded First Steps for its ability to reach the “poorest of the poor and the neediest of the

needy.”

With members representing the faith, philanthropic and business communities, parents, school
districts, Head Start, privatc and community-based preschools and more, these local First Steps
Boards convene stakchelders in cach community for one purposc only: to get children ready for
school. With contributions from each of these local partners, South Carolina communities have
had terrific success in ensuring culturally and linguistically responsive communication and

outrcach efforts to the families of young children.

Add to this the strong motivation of the state’s preschool providers to enroll eligible children
- for whom tuition and transportation funding flow on a competitive basis. As part of their annual
recruitment efforts, South Carolina’s school districts and private preschool providers routinely
tap unusual — but effective - means of recruitment, visiting Laundromats, food banks, public
health clinics, churches, low-income housing and more in their efforts to identify and serve the

statc’s high-risk children.

In conducting this intensive outrcach, the state’s preschool providers also achicve an important
sccondary goal: developing the relationships necessary to engage even reluctant parents as
dccision-makers in their child’s learning. It is through these efforts that many First Steps
partnerships recruit high-need families to participate in evidence-based home visitation programs
such as Parents as Teachers. With a strong focus on the development of protective factors, First
Steps supports both families and preschool providers in their ability to support the needs of the

state’s young children.

South Carolina assures that grant funding will be coupled with similarly responsive, effective,

and comprehensive efforts to find, engage and serve the state’s hard-to-reach families.
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E10. How South Carolina Will Ensure Strong Partnerships Between Subgrantees and LEAs

ElODa. Partnering with LEAy and Other Learning Providers to Ensure Smooth Transitions from

Preschool 1o Kindergarten

South Carolina is a noted leader in the field of school transition, with First Steps’ Countdown to
Kindergarten program recognized in 2005 by the National Governors’ Association as a
national best practice. The program, designed to meaningfully link children and their families
to the state’s public schools at the point of entry, pairs high-risk rising five-year-olds with
their future kindergarten teachers for a series of six, one-hour home visits over the summer
before kindergarten. Participating tcachers routinely cite the cxperience as transformative —
strengthening their long term relationships with familics and influencing their subscquent

approach to the instruction of these students.

b . " .
7 of the statc’s ambitious and achicvable target,
[ (4)

In anticipation of Ycar Onc enrollment at

South Carolina proposes the use of up to $ in Year One funding to add Countdown as

an accessible Comprehensive Service (per the grant’s definition of High-Quality Preschool) to

up to 1,700 grant-funded slots.

Because the state aspires to meet its target enrollment as rapidly as possible — and wishes to
prioritize the direct provision of High-Quality classroom services to Eligible Children - this is
proposed as a planned, but optional, service — to be eliminated in the event that full enrollment

can be achieved during Year One.

Independent of this strategy and its potential inclusion, First Steps will work with both public
and private subgrantees to ensure appropriate transition activities for each grant-funded
student. Within LEA programs, this is rcadily accomplished — with many students planning to
attend kindergarten in the same building. For private providers this i1s a grcater challenge, but
still a worthwhile effort as families transitioning from private settings into their zoned public
schools will be afforded opportunities to connect with their prospective teachers via personal

visits and/or group meetings facilitated by SC First Steps™ 4K staff.
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E10b. Coordinating and Collaborating with LEAy and Other Early Learning Providers as

Appropriate to:

E10b(i): Provide Opportunities for Educators to Participate in High Quality Professional
Development — High-Quality professional development 1s 4 major component of South
Carolina’s application, with the bulk of the state’s remaining grant funding (5%)
committed to this purpose as described in Section C. All grant funded classrooms will
be expected to participate in ongoing professional development opportunitics
organized by the statc — with the option of making this content available to teachers
statcwide via distance cducation and tecchnology partnerships with South Carolina
Educational Television. This professional development will include content related to the
state’s early learning standards, early literacy, assessments, curricula, and culturally and
linguistically responsive strategies to help families build protective factors and engage in

the learning of their young children.

E10b(ii): Provide Family Engagement, Support, Nutrition and Other Comprehensive
Services — As referenced throughout this application, family engagement, support and
other comprehensive services are provided to the state’s preschool population statewide
by a network of 46 local, non-profit First Steps partnerships charged by law with serving
as community rcsource and referral portals for the familics of young children. These
partnership boards work — and will work — with public and private preschool providers
statewide to ensure and enhance family engagement through the provision of
evidence-based home visitation, developmental screenings, and a variety of
comprehensive support services. Because the state’s target population is almost
universally eligible for free- and reduced-price lunches, nutrition services are provided as
a matter of course, whether through the free- and reduced- lunch programs of local LEAs

or participation in the USDA food program within approved private providers.

E10b(iii): Support the Full Inclusion of Eligible Children with Disabilities and
Developmental Delays — South Carolina’s state preschool programs — both public and
private - arc required to support the full-inclusion of eligible children with
disabilities and developmental delays. Students in private settings requiring special
education supports typically have these delivered in the natural environment of their
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family’s choosing (private classrooms) as part of a collaborative effort between SC First

Steps and local school districts (LEAS).

E10b(iv): Supporting the Inclusion of Other Children Who May Be in Need of Additional
Supports — Students identified as Eligible on the basis ol age, income and geography may
not be turned away from South Carolina’s public preschool program (whether
delivered in a public or private setting) independent of their supplemental needs. This
includes English language learners, those who are homeless, those in the child welfare
system, thosc residing in rural arcas, and the children of military familics. As the state’s
designated lead agency, South Carolina First Steps will identify and ensure access to all

publicly-funded supports to which these children are entitled by state and federal law.

E10b(v): Ensuring Age Appropriate Facilities - South Carolina’s CERDEP classrooms
are all subject to child care licensing by the SC Department of Social Services. As part
of the licensing process, the state ensures that programs are housed in agc-appropriate
facilities with equipment and materials matched to the needs of the young children
served. Most of South Carolina’s proposed subgrantees are housed in facilities designed

and built explicitly for the purpose of educating young children.

E10b(vi): Developing and Implementing a Svstematic Procedure for Sharing Data and
Other Records Consistent with State and Federal Law — South Carolina has a systematic
procedure for collecting and tracking 4K student and provider data, with all students
— both public and privatc — assigned a unique identification number by the South
Carolina Department of Education. The submission of student data from providers i1s a
prerequisite for state funding and embedded throughout the state’s provider contracts.
Student data is shared annually with the SC Education Oversight Committee, which is
charged with conducting an annual evaluation of the CERDEP program. As grant
requirements may dictate, South Carolina assures that it will expand upon this
protocol to ensure the timely submission of data which may be required by the

federal government as a condition of funding.

E10b(vii): Utilizing Community-Based Learning Resources, Such as Libraries, Arts, and

Family Literacy Programs — As described throughout this application, South Carolina is
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home to a robust and comprehensive grassroots early childhood initiative in South
Carolina First Steps to School Readiness. One of this structure’s greatest strengths is its
ability to connect South Carolina children, families and the providers serving them with
available community resources. As both a convener and a funder/provider of local
programs, First Steps Partnerships are charged by law with establishing connections to
these supports, including library-based programs (First Steps is currently partnered with
the statc’s library system to promotc an carly childhood literacy initiative called 1,000
Books Before Kindergarten) and local arts and education programs. First Steps supports
family literacy programs across the state, is South Carolina’s primary funder of evidence-
based home visitation, and serves as the state sponsor for both Nurse Family Partnership
and Parents as Teachers. As the Preschool Development Grant’s designated lead agency,
South Carolina First Steps is uniquely gqualified to ensure the establishment of

connections between subgrantees and these important community resources.
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SECTION F: ALIGNMENT WITHIN A BIRTH THROUGH
THIRD GRADE CONTINUUM

South Carolina enthusiastically endorses the need for a birth through third grade service
continnum and is pleased to note the state’s significant progress on this front. As we approach
implementation of our Preschool Development Grant, the state has developed an ambitious and
achievable plan to align grant services with the state’s existing early education infrastructure,

including plans to improve transitions for children across this continuum.

Fl. Coordinating Across the Birth to Five Continuiun

As noted throughout this application, South Carolina is well-equipped to ensure the
coordination of grant services across the state’s birth to five continuum. As the state’s
comprchensive carly childhood initiative, South Carolina First Steps is a central hub around
which ncarly all of the state’s carly childhoed infrastructure revelves. First Steps interagency
governance structure and grassroots service delivery (described in detail in Section B5) make it
the ideal candidate to ensure the seamless integration of Preschool Development Grant

resources.

Because First Steps is already the home of the state’s Early Childheod Advisory Council and
IDEA Part C early intervention system — as well as the sponsor of the state’s largest evidence-
based home visitation models (Nurse Family Partnership and Parents as Teachers) and the
administrator of CERRDEP 4K in private settings, the initiative is uniquely positioned to
assure service coordination between infancy and school entry. Early education initiatives not
provided dircctly through First Steps, including Head Start, MIECHV, and the state’s CCDBG
child carc programs arc noncthcless represented at the First Steps governance table, giving First

Steps unparalleled access to each of the state’s early childhood programs and decision makers.

As pertains to grant-funded students, First Steps can assure state and local outreach efforts that
will both open doors and connect these children and their families to an array of federal, state

and local resources. The initiative has shown its greatest power in accessing hard-to-reach
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families, and will work tirelessly to prioritize the enrollment of the state’s high-risk children

in expanded prekindergarten services enabled by the Preschoo! Development Grant.
I'1b. Guarding Against the Diminution of Other Services or Increased Costs to Famnilies

With a relentless family focus and strict non-supplantation requirements of its own, First Steps
can state nnequivocally that the awarding of federal Preschool Development Funds will not
lead to the diminution of any existing service to South Carolina’s children and families.
Like other state and federal services, First Steps programs — including CERDEP itself - are

offered to families free of charge.

F2. Coordinating Services K - 3

The importance of early childhood service coordination does not stop which children reach the
schoolhouse door. In collaboration with local school districts and the SC Department of
Education, South Carolina’s intcragency carly childhood lcaders arc committed to supporting

the state’s young children into kindergarten and beyond.

F2a — Ensuring Children are Ready for Kindergarten - Given its school rcadiness charge,
there is nothing of greater importance to First Steps’ interagency Board of Trustees than
preparing each South Carolina child for school success. As described in Section C2¢, the
SC General Assembly has recently taken steps designed to support this outcome,
establishing the state’s [irst-ever legal definition of school readiness, charging the First
Steps Board of Trustees with establishing formal descriptions, and reestablishing the
state’s longstanding school readiness assessment program. Despite its many facets,
every aspect of First Steps” work is designed to support the school readiness of the state’s
young children. There is reason to belicve that the state’s collective cfforts are working:

First gradc retention has dropped by more than 50% since the ycar 2000,

I2h — Sustaining Gains by Eligible Children — Here as elsewhere, South Carolina 1s
making significant headway. The siate has offered universal, full-day five-year-old
kindergarten to all children since 1999 and is currently in the midst of a sustained eflort
to ensure third grade reading proficiency. The SC Read to Succeed Act, passed in June
2014, not only codified the state’s 8-year CDEPP pilot program, but layers in a variety of
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primary grade supports designed to bolster the early literacy skills of the state’s children
(including literacy coaches and summer camps for struggling readers).

The state’s public schools and preschool teachers are also working in collaboration.
As just one example, district superintendents in Richland County recently convened a
series of planning meetings with SC First Steps leaders designed to promote closer
collaboration between their districts and local preschool providers. Following a number
of “listcning cvents,” it is likcly that the districts will collaborate to providc joint
profcssional devclopment offerings to community preschool providers as a result of this

important dialogue.

F2c¢. Sustaining High Levels of Parent and Family Engagement — While the state’s child
serving agencies lake great pride in their elforts, no program or service can replace an
engaged family. Through programs like Countdown to Kindergarten South Carolina has
worked to effectively bridge the gap between home and school, sending preschoolers
into the state’s K-12 system with strong home-school relationships established from the
very beginning, Outcome data suggests that this program is working, increasing parcntal
participation throughout the kindergarten year in ways that are likely to extend into the

primary grades.

F3. Taking Steps and Building on Steps to Align birth-five and K-3

As we approach implementation of the state’s Preschool Development Grant, a number of
exciting projects promise (o support the state’s continuing alignment of the services oltered

from birth to five and {rom kindergarten to third grade.

F3a(i). Alignment of Child Learning Standards — As relerenced in Section B1, South
Carolina is currently in the midst of revising both its Early Learning Standards and its
State Content Standards for K-12. As part of both processes early childhood leaders
pledge to communicate across scctors to cnsurc the alignment of these important
documents. In doing so South Carelina stands poised to achicve its most significant

alignment of standards across the birth to third grade continuum.
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IF3a(ii}). Teacher Preparation, Credentials and Workforce Competencies — Important
discussions are underway in both the birth-five and K-3 arenas about the needs of South
Carolina’s early childhood workforce. With the passage of Read to Succeed, there 1s 4
greater emphasis than ever on the need for high-quality early literacy instruction —
along with a recognition that the state’s teacher education programs (particularly at the
two year level) could benefit from a renewed tocus on language and literacy

development.

Concurrently there 1s the question of equity across the state’s public and private scctors,
with the state’s birth-five preschool providers often serving as a training ground for
future school district employees (who are lured away by considerably higher public
salary and benefits packages). This application represents a first step in the state’s effort

10 stem this tide.

As a Preschool Development grantee, South Carolina looks to redouble its efforts to

advance these important conversations.

F3a(iii}; Comprehensive Early Learning Assessment Systems — As described throughout
this application, the South Carolina General Assembly has recently codified a new school
readiness assessment system, designed to advance the assessment of early leaning and
development across multiple domains. The state has procured Amplify’s mClass Circle as
the first of onc or more tools to be utilized for this purposc, with mathematics, social-
cmotional development and physical devclopment/health to round out the state’s carly
literacy focus no later than 2016-2017. As a Preschool Development grantee, South

Carolina will be front and center in the nation’s discussions of early learning assessment.

I'3a(iv): Data Systems — South Carolina is fortunate to be home to one of the nation’s
most robust, linkable data warehouses. Accordingly it can assure reviewers of its ability
10 meet and exceed data collection requirements — tracking students not only into the
primary grades but across their lifespans as they interface with a variety of state

programs.

F3a(v): Family Engagement Strategies — Already a leader in birth to five family
engagement - with growing investments in evidence-based home visitation and school
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transition strategies such as Countdown to Kindergarten - South Carolina pledges to
extend this important work more meaningfully into the primary grades in coming
vedrs. In conversation with local leaders- like those supporting the present application —
First Steps will seek 1o enter into collaborative dialogue on the topic of family
engagement across the early childhood continuum, extending its own learning to

school district leaders and vice-versa.

As it approachcs implementation of the State’s Preschool Development Grant, South
Carolina vows to conncct grant-funded children and familics to the state’s robust carly
childhood infrastructure, tapping the resources of First Steps at the state and community
levels to meet the needs of Eligible Children from birth through third grade as part of a
single, well-coordinated early learning continuum. Because of the state’s signilicant

efforts Lo date, we know that this plan is ambitious but undoubtedly achievable.
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INDIRECT COST INFORMATION

To request reimbursement for indirect costs, please answer the [ollowing questions:

South Carolina

Does the State have an Indirect Cost Rate Agreement approved by the Federal
government?

YES X
NO O

If yes to question |, please provide the following information:

Period Covered by the Indirect Cost Rate Agreement (mm/dd/yyyy):
From: 07/01/2014 To: 12/31/2014

Approving Federal agency: _X_ED _ HHS __ Other

{Please specify agency):
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INDIRECT COST RATE AGREEMENT
STATE EDUCATION AGENCY

Organization Date:

South Carolina Department of Education Agreement No: 2011-025(B)

1205 Pendleton Street, Suite 520

Columbia, SC 29201 Filing Reference: Replaces previous

Agreement No. 2011-025(A)
Dated: 6/30/2014

The approved indirect cost rates herein are for use on grants, contracts, and other agreements with the
Federal Government. The rates are subject to the conditions included in Section I of this Agreement
and issued by the U.S. Department of Education pursuant to the authority in Attachment A of Office
of Management and Budget Circular A-87.

Section I - Rates and Bases

Type From To Rate Base Applicable To
Predetermined 07/01/2011 06/30/2014 3.0% MTDC All Programs
Provisional 07/01/2014 12/31/2014 3.0% MTDC All Programs

Distribution Base:

MTDC Modified Total Direct Cost - Total direct costs excluding equipment, capital
expenditures, participant support costs, pass-through funds and the portion of each
subaward (subcontract or subgrant) above $25,000 (each award; each year).

Applicable To:

All Programs  The rates herein are applicable to All Programs,

Treatment of Fringe Benefits:

Fringe benefits applicable to direct salaries and wages are treated as direct costs. Pursuant to OMB
Circular A-87-Attachment B Paragraph 8.d.(3), unused leave costs for all employees will be allocated
as an indirect cost except for those employee salaries designated as a direct cost for the restricted rate
calculation.

Capitalization Policy: ltems of equipment are capitalized and depreciated if the initial acquisition cost
is equal 1o or greater than $5,000.
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Section 11 — Particulars

Limitations; Application of the rates contained in this Agreement is subject to all statutory or
administrative limitations on the use of funds, and payments of costs hereunder are subject to the
availability of appropriations applicable to a given grant or contract. Acceptance of the rates agreed to
herein is predicated on the following conditions: (A) that no costs other than those incurred by the
Organization were included in the indirect cost pools as tinally accepted, and that such costs are legal
obligations of the Organization and allowable under the governing cost principles; (B) the same costs
that have been treated as indirect costs are not claimed as direct costs; (C) that similar types of
information which are provided by the Organization, and which were used as a basis for acceptance of
rates agreed 1o herein, are not subsequently found to be materially incomplete or inaccurate; and (D)
that similar types of costs have been accorded consistent accounting treatment.

Accounting Changes: The rates contained in this agreement are based an the organizational structure
and the accounting systems in effect at the time the proposal was submitted. Changes in
organizational structure or changes in the method of accounting for costs which affect the amount of
reimbursement resulting from use of the rates in this agreement, require the prior approval of the
responsible negotiation agency. Failure to obtain such approval may result in subsequent audit
disallowance.

Provisional/Final/Predetermined Rates: A proposal to establish a final rate must be submiited. The
awarding office should be notified if the final rate is different from the provisional rate so that
appropriate adjustments to billings and charges may be made. Predetermined rates are not subject to
adjustment.

Fixed Rate: The negotiated fixed rate is based on an estimate of the costs that will be incurred during
the period to which the rate applies. When the actual costs for such period have been determined, an
adjustment will be made to a subsequent rate calculation to compensate for the difference between the
costs used to establish the fixed rate and the actual costs.

Notification to Other Federal Apencies: Copies of this document may be provided to other Federal
agencies as a means of notifying them of the agreement contained herein.

Audit: All costs {direct and indirect, federal and non-federal) are subject to audit. Adjustments to
amounts resulting from audit of the cost allocation plan or indirect cost rate proposal upon which the
negotiation of this agreement was based may be compensated for in a subsequent negotiation.

Reimbursement Ceilings/Limitations on Rates: Awards that include ceiling provisions and statutory/
regulatory requirements on indirect cost rates or reimbursement amounts are subject to the stipulations
in the grant or contract agreements. [f a ceiling is higher than the negotiated rate in Section [ of this
agreement, the negotiated rate will be used to determine the maximum allowable indirect cost.

ORGANIZATION: South Carolina Department of Education Page 2
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Section HI - Special Remarks

Alternative Reimbursement Methods: If any federal programs are reimbursing indirect costs by a
methodology other than the approved rates in this agreement, such costs should be credited to the
programs and the approved rates should be used to identify the maximum amount of indirect costs

allocable.

Submission of Proposals: New indirect cost proposals are necessary to obtain approved indirect cost
rates for future fiscal years. The next indirect cost rate proposal is due six months prior to the
expiration dates of the rates in this agreement.

Section IV - Approvals

For the State Education Agency:

South Carolina Department of Education
12035 Pendleton Street, Suite 529
Columbia, SC 29201

GG

‘;lgnature T ”_7—“ T
Melipnie 5. Foneti
Name

m;nc xjnmam( ?{fn@/

Oct6,_20]-

Dale

ORGANIZATION: South Carolina Department ot Education

For the Federal Government:

U.S. Depariment of Education
OCFO/FIPAQ/ICG

550 12th Street, SW
Washington, DC 20202-4450

(b)(6)

ST fnature

Frances Qutland
Name

Director. Indirect Cost Group
Title

ACT 0 7Pt

Date

Negotiator: Nelda Barnes
Telephone Number: (202) 245-8005
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SOUTH CAROLINA

Early
-Childhood
Advisory
Council

Dr. Libby Doggett

Deputy Assistant Secretary for Palicy and Early Learning
U.5. Department of Education

400 Maryland Avenue, SW

Room 3E344

Washington, DC 20202-5200

October 14, 2014

Dear Dr. Doggett,

As Chair of the SC Early Childhood Advisory Council, 1 am writing in support of South Carolina’s federal Preschool
Development Grant expansion application.

We see increasing prekindergarten access to at-risk children as central to our mission and goals, and this application as
evidence of our work in meeting three federal obligations of the Council:

{1} conduct a periodic statewide needs assessment concerning the quality and availahility of early childhood
education and development programs and services for chifdren from birth to the age of school entry, including
an assessment of the availability of high-quality prekindergarten services for fow income children in the State;

(2} identify opportunities for, and barriers to, collaboration and coordingtion among federally funded and
stote-funded child development, child care, and early childhood education progroms and services, including
colfeboration and coordination amang state agencies responsible for administering these programs;

(3} develop recommendations for Increasing the overall participation of children in existing federal, state, and
local child care and early childhood education programs, including outreach to underrepresented and special
populations.

We look forward to working to you to increase the availability of high-quality 4-year-oid kindergarten to SC's low
income children in need. Thank you for your favorable consideration of Seuth Carolina’s application.

Sincerely,

(b)(6)

Kenneth B. Wingate
Chair, SC Early Childhood Advisory Council
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Qctober 13, 2014

Dr. Libby Doggett

Deputy Assistant Secretary for Policy and Larly Learning
U.S Department of Education

400 Maryland Avenue, SW

Reoom 3E344

Washington, DC 20202-6200

Dear Dr. Doggett:
[ am writing in support of South Carolina’s federal Preschool Development Grant cxpansion application.

South Carolina ETV’s primary mission is education. This year SCETV is celebrating 56 years of
experience working at the local, district, stale and national level. Since the early 1990°s, SCETV has had
a longstanding partnership with Ready to Learn, providing early learning services to young children
throughout South Carolina, especially those from rural and underserved communities. Through the use of
media, training, and mobile apps, we support school readiness initiatives, summer learning and increase
community awareness about the importance of early literacy. SCETV also manages TeacherLine
Southeast, http://www.teacherlinesoutheast.org/, which provides online solutions from PBS TeacherLine
for teacher professicnal development including “Raising Readers:Preparing Preschoolers for Success.”
Our education service www.StreamlineSC.org provides teacher courses, recertification offerings and
training statewide. This year ETV was recognized as one of 33 PTV stations to be awarded a CPRB
American Graduate grant,

Sheould South Carolina be successful in the Federal grant for the preschool expansion funds, SCETV will
work with SC First Steps to School Readiness and higher education partners over the four-year grant
peried to provide support to the preschool training community. SCETV’s support will enhance South
Carolina’s ability to meet federal guidelines of prescheol quality related to the employment of a lead
teacher with at least a bachelor’s degree in early childhood education and teaching assistants with
appropriate credentials, along with high-quality professional development for all staff.

We know that education is the key to growing South Carolina’s future. SCETV is committed to
supporting the continuing efforts to expand quality preschool services to low-income at-risk children. |
am pleased to provide this letter of support and partner with SC First Steps to School Readiness to
achieve the preject’s goals. Please contact me it you have any questions.

Thank you for your favorable consideration of South Carolina’s application.

Sincerelv
{b)(6)

.inda O’Bryen
President
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SCETV Request for Proposal Ready to Learn Transmedia Demonstration Stations — Cohort #3

A. Narrative
1. Station Capacity and Experience

South Carolina ETV's primary mission is education, with more than 50 years experience working at the local, district, state. and
national level. SCETV's goal to facilitate and enhance learning in the 21% Century is ongoing.  Since the early 1990's, SCETV
has had a long-standing partnership with Ready to Leam, providing early learning services to young children trroughout South
Carglina. especially those from an economically disadvantaged background. SCETV has a substantial commitment to children’s
pragramming that is offered at times when young families need this content most. kach year, our three te‘evision channels (ETV
World, ETV-HD, and the Scuth Caroling Channel} broadcast more than 3,200 hours of programming for young learners.

SCETV's infrastructure provides services to school districts throughout the state. Content is delivered through digital viceo.
audio and web service. SCETV conrects districts to the network with on-air educational offerings to provide more efficient
delivery of educational programs in the schools. The digital portal technology reduces demands on the schools' public Internet.
Distribution aliows collaboration and sharing of content and best practices throughout the state.

SCETV continues to focus on mathematics and literacy, K-12 educational technology, and works with a wide range of educatian
partners to serve young tearners. In Governor Nikki Haley's State of the State address on January 22, 2014, sne emphasized
South Carolina's need to address education, including literacy. She cited studies that show that children who cannot read
proficiently by the end of the third grade are four times more likely to not graduate from high school on time. The state rarks
42nd in the country in fourth-graders ability to read at a basic level.

The Governar annaunced that every elementary school in South Carclina will be offered a reading coach to make sure that no
child leaves the third grade unable ‘o read. "Technology is the future, not just in education, but in all aspects of our lives. .
South Carolina is going to invest in education technology in a way we never have before. We are going to make sure that the
Internet gets to our schools. We are going to make sure those schools are wired to receive it. We are going 0 provide the

tools--computers, tablets, and instructional materials--so that our teachers can get the mast out of our investment and oLt of our
students.”

An example of how SCETV has promoted the use of Ready To Learn transmedia resource use in schools and communities ‘s
our 2012-13 partnership with the Lexington School District 4 "Scheol and Communities Together Literacy Initiative,” supgorted
by the Centrai Carelina Community Foundation Knight Foundation Fund. Our efforts resulted in a robust local initiative that drew
from PB3 Ready o Learn [iteracy programs, PBS apps, and the PBS TeacherlLine course RDLAGOST: "Raising Readars:
Preparing Preschoolers for Success.” The course was specifically tailored by the facilitator to provide extra guidance to
participants on how to use PBS Kids games and apps with young learners.

Through the use of media, training, mobile apps, and community awareness, we supported the district's "School and
Communities Together for Literacy” initiative to increase school readiness, summer learning and community awareness about
the importance of early literacy. Ready to Learn resources were provided to increase reading skills in yourg learners’
ciassroom, summer, and after-school reading programs, hitp:/scetv.org/index. php/etv_partners/entry/lexington district four;

SCETV manages Teacherline Southeast, http//www teacherlinescoutheast.org/, which provides online solut.ons from PBS
Teacherline for teacher professional development in SC, NC and GA. During SCETV's past fiscal year, teachers participated in
631 Teacherline courses for a totat of 22,185 instruction hours. 5C educators use Teacherline course credits in a variety of

ways, including renewal and graduate credits for recertification, pay upgrade, Master + 30 credits, and PACE Credits for initial
ceriification.

In January of 2013, 26 pre-K teacher assistants of the Lexington 4 Early Childhood Center. 10 area childca-c center employeos,
and 8 other affiliated educatars took the PBS Teacherline course RCLAJS1: "Raising Readers: Preparing Preschoaiers for

Success”. The course was specifically tailored by the facilitator to provide extra guidance to participants on how ' use PRS
Kids games and app with young learners.

Data highlights from the Lexington Four group's post-course survey, taken during the last week of the course, include that:
o 97% agreed the course provided them with content knowledge they can apply to their instruction;
+ 97% said they had already incorporated content knowledge from the course into thelr teaching practice;
= 94% agreed the course provided them with strategies they can apply to their instruction;
= 85% said they had already incorporated instructiona! strategies from the course into their teaching practice;
= 84% agreed that their students' academic performance would benefit from their course participation (of that group 4/%%
strongly agreed),
+ and 94% would recommend the course to a colleague.
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Research Proves that PBS KIDS Content. ..

e Prepares Children for School:
Two recent siudies show use of PBS KIDS content and games by low-income
parents and their preschool children improves math learning and helps prepare
children for entry into kindergarten.
{McCarthy, B., Li, L., Schneider, S., Sexton, U., & Tiu, M. {2013}, PBS KIDS Mathematics Transmedia
Suites in Preschool Home and Communities. A Report to the CPB-PBS Ready to Learn Initiative,

Redwood City, CA: WestEd. AND McCarthy, B, Li, L., Tiu, M. (2012). PBS KiD$ Mathematics
Transmedia Suites in Preschool Homes. Redwood City, CA: WestEd)

e Improves Preschooler Math Skills:
Low income children who used PBS KIDS math content in their preschool
classrooms improved significantly in their understanding of early mathematics

skills compared to the children who did not use the content,

(Pasnik, 5., & Llorente, C. {2013). Preschoo! Teachers Can Use a PBS KIDS Transmedia Curriculum
Suppiement to Support Young Children's Mathematics Learning: Results of a Randomized Controlled
Trial. A Report 1o the CPB-PBS Ready To Learn Initiative. Waltham, MA, and Menlo Park, CA.)

e Boosts Early Literacy Skills:

PBS KIDS content has been associated with gains in reading ability of 29% in
children grades K-2.
(Public Broadcasting Service (2012). KBTC Read To Learn Initiative 2012 Summary Report, pp. 15 +16.)

e Strengthens Parent Support:
Parents who used PBS KIDS math resources in the home became considerably

more involved in supporting their children’s learning outcomes.

(McCarthy, B., Li, L., Schneider, S., Sexton, U., & Tiu, M. (2013). PBS KIDS Mathematics Transmedia
Suites in Preschool Homes and Communities, A Report to the CPB PBS Ready To Learn Initiative.
Redwood City, CA: Westld)

e Improves Summer Learning:
A study of The Electric Company Summer Program showed kids grew significantly
in their knowledge of math vocabulary (41%), numeracy skills (20%) and phonics
skills (17%).
{McCarthy, B,, Michel, L. Atienza, S., Rice, J., Nakamoto, )., & Tafoya, A. (2011). Evafuation of The

Electric Company Summer Learning Program. A Report to the CPB PBS Ready To Learn Initiative.
Redwood City, CA: WestEd)
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ETV/Lexington School District #4 Early Literacy Project

SC ETV has partnered with one of South Carolina’s most rural high need
school districts, Lexington School District #4, to provide a comprehensive
year-long early literacy and outreach initiative (August 2012-August 2013).
The district’s Poverty Index is calculated by the SC Department of
Education as 85.9%, the highest Poverty Index in the Midlands. Over 76 %
of students in the district are enrolled in free or reduced meal programs.
ETV’s “Schools and Communities Together for Literacy” is designed to
increase preschool reading readiness, reading on grade level, and reduce the
“summer slide.” The project provides ETV/PBS literacy resources,
classroom equipment, mobile apps, and professional development. ETV is
documenting the project (television, radio, online) and creating a “best
practices” tool kit for the other 45 districts throughout the state based on the
impact of the Lexington #4 effort. Partners include Lexington #4, The
Knight Foundation Fund of the Central Carolina Community Foundation,

SC First Steps, the Lions Club, local community and faith based groups,
ETV 1s providing a PBS Teacherline course for 40 early childhood
providers, including a First Steps team, and equipment to support classroom
and afterschool activities. The course provides early literacy best practices
and how to incorporate Ready To Learn resources and technology into the
early childhood classroom and after-school programs. Use of the content
and Ready To Learn mobile apps will take place during the spring and
summer of 2013. The project will assess the use of the mobile apps for early
learners and the impact on increasing preschool readiness, reading on grade
level and the reduction of the “summer slide.” ETV/Lexington #4 “Schools
and Communities Together for Literacy” is funded through a ﬂ{bm grant
from The Knight Foundation Fund of the Central Carolina Community
Foundation. The project “super serves” a rural community that is committed
to meeting short and long term goals that address literacy gains for their
youngest learners. The project is an example of how SC ETV partners with
local educators to address a critical need.
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south carolina

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Contact: South Carolina ETV & ETV Radio
Fran Johnson
(803) 737-6556
fiohnson@scetv org

American Graduate Day 2014

September 2, 2014, As part of a larger, nationwide initiative aimed at improving graduaticn
rates, South Carolina Educational Television will broadcast AMERICAN GRADUATE DAY
on September 27, 2014 from 11:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m. on ETV.

Bestselling author and U.S. Army veteran Wes Moore hosts the broadcast. Additional hosts and
special guests include Juju Chang (ABC's Nightiine), Bianna Golodryga (Yahoo!), Hari
Sreenivasan (PBS NewsHour Weekend), Sesame Street's Elmo, and more.

"l participate in American Graduate Day because | know the potential of rising students. These
students will become powerful and effective leaders with the ability to change the world,” says
Mcore.

American Graduate Day addresses graduation gaps and features compelling stories from the
Boys and Girls Clubs of America (bgca.org), Roadtrip Nation {roadtripnation.com), Autism
Speaks {autismspeaks.org), and The Raise Up Project (raiseupproject.org).

South Carolina ETV was one of 33 public media stations to receive an American Graduate:
Let's Make It Happen community grant from the Corporation for Public Broadcasting. As part of
this 18-month dropout prevention and awareness initiative, ETV will feature new locally-
produced content designed to inform cur viewers about the dropout crisis in our state, and
efforts that are underway in South Carclina to increase graduation rates. These local segments
will air alongside national productions over the period of the grant.

About CPB

The Corporation for Public Broadcasting (CPB), a private, nonprofit corporation created by
Congress in 1967, is the steward of the federal government's investment in public broadcasting.
It helps support the operations of more than 1,300 locally-owned and -operated public television
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and radio stations nationwide, and is the largest single source of funding for research,
technology, and program development for public radio, television and related online services.

About American Graduate

American Graduate Let's Make jt Happen was launched in 2011 with 25 public media stations
in figh need communities to spotlight the high school dropout crisis and focus on middle and
high school student interventions. Today, more than 80 public radio and television stations in
over 30 states have partnered with over 1000 community organizations and schools, as well as
Alma and Colin Powe'l's America's Promise Alliance, Everyone Graduates Center at Johns
Hopkins University School of Education, Alliance for Excellent Education, Bill & Melinda Gates
Foundation and Newman's Own Foundation to help the nation achiave a 90% graduation by
2020.

With primetime and children’s programming that educates, informs, and inspires public radio
and television stations — locally owned and operated — are important resources in helping to
address critical issues facing today's communities. According to a report from the Everyone
Graduates Center at Johns Hopkins University Schoo! of Education, American Graduate
stations have told the story about the dropout crisis in a way that empowered citizens to get
involved, and helped community organizations break down silos to work more effectivé]y
together.

In earty 2014, CPB and PBS KiDS committed an additional ${b){4) for the "American
Graduate PBS KIDS Fund” to also help communities connectihe mportance of early learning
as part of a student's long term success. tn addition to station grants for local engagement. the
Fund will support the creation of children’s content and tools to help parents, particularly those
from low income communities, better prepare their young children for long term success.
Fourteen American G-aduate station grantees have also been awarded CPB early sducation
grants to reach children ages 2-8 with programming and services developed through the Ready
to Learn [nitiative, a project funded by the U.S. Department of Education.

South Carolina ETV is the state's public educational broadcasting network with 11
television transmillers, eight radio frequencies and a multi-media educational system in
more than 2,500 schools, colleges, businesses and government agencies. Using
television, radio and the web, SCETV's mission is to enrich lives by educating children,
informing and connecting citizens, celebrating our culture and environment and instifling
the joy of learning.

#H#
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180 Days: Hartsville

Summary

fn a small but vibrant town in one of the nation's poorest states, everyone is talking about going back to
school. Not just students and teachers, but community leaders and business peaple and bus drivers.
Though a community of fewer than 10,000 people, many of whom live in poverty, this town has ratlied
to support its local schoals in a remarkable way. Through the leadership and investment of a loca!

corparate CEO and philanthropist, Hartsville is seeking to remake itself as a model for what public school
could and should be in the 21st century.

But will it work?

Sauth Carelina ETV and the National Black Programming Consortium, two respected forces in public
media, have partnered to mount an ambitious, multiplatform pubic television series and online
experience to chart the journey of educators, community members and families as they seek to reach

heyond test scores and schogl report card ratings to address not just what happens in a school but what
-happens arcund it.. *

An embedded production crew is following two schools over this entire school year, learning how they
connect with each other, the county schools' central office and with parents and community teaders to
change the tide for their mostly high poverty students. Through the eyes of a handful of students,
parents, mentors and school staff, we'll experience the daily challenges that face a rural community. For
example, after pulling her "C" school report card to an "A" last year, will Julie, the principal of Thornwell
Elementary School, be able to keep the school's top rating while dealing with her own family struggles?
Will barriers keep Rashon, a fifth grader at West Hartsvilte Elementary from graduating to the middle
school even with the multiple interventions by the school officials? Will his mother Monay be able to
stay involved in his education while working long hours at two minimum wage jobs? Will she see her son
succeed while pursuing her dream of home ownership through the Habitat for Humanity program? As
these and other stories play out, in the background there are rapid changes to the education landscape
thatinclude common core curriculum, new technologies and reallocation of funding for schools, Does 3
child's zip code determine the quality of his education?

In many ways, Hartsville is a microcosm of the national debate about oppertunity, choice and private

money driving some say innovation and others, disruption in public schools. But it may also be a road
map to solutions.

The two hour series will air nationally on PBS as part of American Graduate in early 2015 and be

accompanied by an extensive online engagement component as well as community screenings in South
Carolina and around the country.
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14 Qctober 2014

Dr. Libby Doggett

Deputy Assistant Secretary for Policy and Early Learning
U.S. Department of Education

400 Maryland Avenue, SW

Room 3E344

Washington, DC 20202-6200

Dear Dr. Doggett:

['am pleased to write in support of South Carolina’s federal Preschool Development Grant expansion
application. This is a vital initiative for which our state has laid a promising foundation but which
requires additional support in order to reach those low-income, at-risk young children most in need of
preschool services.

South Carolina’s higher education institutions have long supported the preparation and professional
development of high-quality teachers for our state’s schools. Federal assistance will provide the
opportunity to redouble our efforts in support of South Carolina’s four-year-old kindergarten teachers. If
South Carolina is awarded preschool expansion funds, the Commission on Higher Education and our
network of institutions will work with SC First Steps to School Readiness over the four-year grant period
to provide needed support to the teaching population in order to meet federal guidelines of quality related
to the preparation and continuing education of teachers in our 4K classrooms.

In particular, our Commission will work with First Steps to support the following classroom quality
components of the grant;

Employment of a lead teacher with at least a bachelor’s degree in early childhood education and
teaching assistants with appropriate credentials;

High-quality professional development for all staff;

Assistance with research, curriculum design, and instructional materials to ensure effective
outcomes.

This week, the Commission hosts the inaugural meeting of the South Carolina Council of P-20 Education
Agency Heads, designed to increase the college and career readiness of all our students through increased
coordination and collaboration. We stand ready to support the state’s continuing efforts to expand quality
preschool services to low-income, at-risk children.

I am pleased to provide this letter of support for such an important initiative. Please feel free to contact
me with any questions. Thank you for your favorable consideration of South Carolina’s application.

Sincerely, | e

oo

Richard C. Sufton, Ph.D.
Executive Director

1122 Lady Street ¢ Suite 300  Columbia, SC 29201 + Phone: (803) 737-2260 ¢ Fax: (803) 737-2297  Web: www.che.sc.gov
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Dr. Libby Doggett

Deputy Assistant Secretary for Policy and Early Learning
U.S. Department ot Education

400 Maryland Avenue, SW

Room 3E344

Washington, DC 20202-6200

QOctober 10,2014
Dear Dr. Doggett,

[t is with great pleasure that I write in support of South Carolina’s federal Preschool Development Grant
expansion application. The Palmetto State has a long history of early childhood leadership and we look
faorward to the prospect of working alongside South Carelina First Steps te School Readiness to expand
prekindergarten services to low-income children over the course of the grant's four-year timeline.

As a proposced provider subgrantee, Anderson School District Twao, recognizes that grant funds will be made
available by First Steps for the purposc of expanding four-year-old kindergarten pregrams meeting the
federal definition of “high-quality.” Consistent with the requirements of cur existing programs, we recognize
that this definition includes:

e [Employment of a lead teacher with at least a bachelor’s degree in carly childhood education and
teaching assistants with appropriate credentials:

»  High-quality professional development for all staff;

s A child-to-instructional staff ratio of no more than 10 o 1;

s A class size of no more than 20);

s A full-day program;

e Inclusion of children with disabilitics to ensure access to and full participation in all opportunitics;

s Developmentally appropriate, culturally and linguistically responsive instruction via an evidence-based
curriculum, and learning environments that are aligned with the State Early Learning and Development
Standards; and

o Individualized accommodations and supports so that all children can access and participate tully in
lcarning activitics.

In submitting this letter of support, we affirm our district’s commitment to high quality early education. If
South Carolina's application is selected for federal funding we pledge to werk in clese collaboration with First
Steps to ensure the fulfillment of grant requirements.

Thank you for your favorable consideration of South Carolina’s application,

(b)(6)

Lana L. Major

Coordinator for Instructional Support Services
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Dr. Libby Doggett

Deputy Assistant Sccretary for Policy and Garly Learning
U.S. Depariment of Hducation

400 Maryland Avenue, SW

Room 3E344

Washingtlon, DC 20202-6200

Octaber 13, 2014
Dear Dr. Doggett,

Itis with great pleasure that I write in support of Svuth Carolina's federal Preschool Development Grant
expansion application. The Palmetto State has a long history of early childhood leadership and we look
forward to the prospect of working alongside South Carolina First Steps to School Readiness to expand
prekindergarten services to low-income children over the course of the grant’s four-ycar timeline.

As a propased provider subgrantee, Anderson School District Four recognizes that grant funds will be made
available by First Steps for the purpose of expanding four-year-old kindergarten programs meeting the
federal definition of "high-guality.” Consistent with the requirements of our existing programs, we recognize
that this definition includes;

* Hmployment of a lead tcacher with at least a bachelor’s degree in carly childhood education and
teaching assistants with appropriate credentials;

« High-quality professional developinent for all staff:

¢ A child-to-instructional stalf ratio of no more than 10 to 1;
* A class size of no more than 20;

« A full-day program;

L]

Inclusion of children with disabilitics to ensure access to and full participation in all opportunitics;
e Developmentally appropriafe, culturally and linguistically responsive instruction via an evidence-based

curriculum, and learning environments that arc aligned with the State Early Learning and Development
Standards; and

* Individualized accommodations and supports so that all children can access and participate [ully in
learning activities.
[0 submitting this letter of support, we affirm our district’s commitment to high quality early education. If
South Carolina’s application is selected for federal funding we pledge to work in close collaboration with First

Steps to ensure the fulfillment of grant requirements.

1 L L Ll e

{b){é')“ Hon of Seuth Carolina’s application,

Lharlotte/Mclavigh 1
. I L i . . .
Assistan Superlritendenl for Curriculum and Instruction

315 East Queen Street | PO Box 545 | Pendleton, SC 29670 |864.403.2000 | Fax 864.403.2099 | anderson4.org
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Anderson School District Five

P.O., Box 439 / 400 Pearman Dairy Road +Anderson, SC 29622
Phone: {864) 260-5000 » Fax: (864) 260-4463 + www.anderson5.net

Dr, Libby Doggett

Deputy Assistant Secretary for Policy and Early Learning
.8, Department of Education

400 Maryland Avenue, SW

Room 3E344

Washington, DC 20202-6200

October 10, 2014

Dear Dr. Doggett,

As Assistant Superintendent of Instruction for Anderson School District Five, it is with great enthusiasm that [ write in support
of South Carolina’s federal Preschool Development Grant expansion application. Anderson School District Five has a long
history of early childhood leadership, as evidenced by our twe Early Childhood Centers in the district, and we know that it is
imperative that we expand prekindergarten services to low-income children in our district to ensure their future academic
success. We look forward to working in collaboration with First Steps of South Carolina over the course of the grant’s four-

year timeline.

As a proposed provider subgrantee, Anderson School District Five recognizes that grant funds will be made available by
First Steps for the purpose of expanding four-year-old kindergarten programs meeting the federal definition of “high-quality.”
Consistent with the requirements of our existing programs, we recognize that this definition includes:

¢ Employment of a lead teacher with af least a bachelor’s degree in early childhood education and teaching assistants with
appropriate credentials;

High-quality professional development for alf staff}

A child-to-instructional staff ratio of no more than 10 to 1;

A class size of no more than 20;

A full-day program,

Inclusion of children with disabilities to ensure access to and full participation in all opportunities;

Developmentally appropriate, culturally and linguistically responsive instruction via an evidence-based curriculum, and
learning environments that are aligned with the State Early Learning and Development Standards; and

¢ Individualized accommeodations and supports so that all children can access and participate fully in learning activities,

[n submitting this letter of support,  affirm our district’s commitment to support high quality early education. As Assistant
Superintendent, I pledge that Anderson Five will work in close collaboration with First Steps to successfully implement the
grant and ensure the fulfillment of grant requirements.

Thank you for your favorable consideration of this very worthy application.

William B "Trinn” Dukes I11
{b)(e)

Assistant Superintendent
Office of Instruction
Anderson School District Five
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400 Pearman Dairy Road
Post Office Drawer 439
Anderson, South Carolina 29622

Arlderson W (864) 260-5000
1,

School District Five An Egual Opporiuntty Employer

October 10, 2014

Dr. Libby Doggett

Deputy Assistant Secretary for Policy and Early Learning
U.S. Department of Education

400 Maryland Avecouc, SW

Room 3E344

Washington, DC 20202-6200

Dear Dr. Doggett,

As Director of Elementary & Early Childhood Programs for Anderson School District Five, it is with
great enthusiasm that [ write in support of South Carolina’s federal Preschool Devclopment Grant
expansion application. Anderson School District Five has a long history of early childhood
leadership, as cvidenced by our two Early Childhood Centers in the district, and we know that it is
imperative that we expand prekindergarten services to low-income children in our district to ensure
their future academic success. We look forward to working in collaboration with First Steps of South
Carolina over the course of the grant’s four-year timeline.

As a proposed provider sub-grantce, Anderson School District Five recognizes that grant funds will
be made availablc by First Steps for the purpose of expanding four-year-old kindergarten programs
meecting the federal definition of “high-quality.” Consistent with the requirements of our existing
prograins, we recognize that this definition includes:

« Employment of a lead teacher with at least a bachelor’s degree in early childhood education and

teaching assistants with appropriate credentials;

High-quality professional development for all staff;

A child-to-instructional staff ratio of no more than 10 to 1;

A class size of no more than 20;

A full-day program,

Inclusion of children with disabilitics to ensure access to and full participation in all opportunities;

Devclopmentally appropriate, culturally and linguistically responsive instruction via an evidence-

bascd curriculum, and lcarning cnvironments that are alighed with the State Early Learning and

Development Standards; and

¢ Individualized accommodations and supports so that all children can access and participate fully
in learning activities.
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Dr. Libby Doggett
Pagc 2
October 10, 2014

In submitting this letter of support, I affirm our district’s commitment to high quality carly education.
If South Carolina’s application is selected for federal funding, I pledge that Anderson Five will work
in close collaboration with First Steps to ensure the fulfillment of grant requircments,

Thank you for your favorable consideration of South Carolina’s application.

Sincerely,

(b)(6)

Brenda Kelley
Director of Elementary & Early Childhood Programs

Anderson

PR/Award # 54188150027 School Distrlct Five
Page e135



400 Pearman Dairy Road

Post Office Drawer 439
adi Anderson, Seuth Carolina 29622
864 260-5000
Anderson B4 64
School District Five‘r 1‘ An Egual Opportunity Emplayer

October 10, 2014

Dr. Libby Doggett

Deputy Assistant Secrctary for Policy and Early Learning
U.8. Department of Education

400 Maryland Avenue, S W,

Room 3E344

Washington, DC 20202-6200

Dear Dr. Doggett,

As Superintendent of Anderson School District Five, it is with great pleasure that I write in support
of South Carolina’s federal Preschool Development Grant expansion application. The Palmetto State
and Anderson Five have a long history of early childhood leadership, and we look forward to the
prospect of working alongside South Carolina First Steps to School Readiness to expand
prekindergarten services to fow-income children over the course of the grant’s four-year timeline.

As a proposed provider sub-grantee, Anderson School District Five rccognizes that grant funds will
be made available by First Steps for the purpose of expanding four-ycar-old kindergarten programs
meeting the federal definition of “high-quality.” Consistent with the tequircments of our existing
programs, we recognize that this definition includes:

e Employment of a lead tcacher with at least a bachelor’s degree in early childhood education and

teaching assistants with appropriatc credentials;

High-quality professional development for all staff;

A child-to-instructional staff ratio of no more than 10 to'1;

A class size of no morc than 20;

A full-day program;

Inclusion of children with disabilities to cnsurc access to and full participation in all opportunities;

Developmentally appropriate, culturally and linguistically responsive instruction via an evidence-

based curriculum, and learning environments that are aligned with the Statc Early Learning and

Development Standards; and

* Individualized accommodations and supports so that all children can access and patticipate fully
in learning activities.

PR/Award & 54138150027
Page e136



Dr. Libby Doggett
Page 2
October 10, 2014

In submitting this letter of support, I affirm our district’s commitment to high quality early education.
If South Carolina’s application is selected for federal funding, I pledge that Anderson Five will work
in close collaboration with First Steps to cnsurc the fulfillment of grant requircments.

Thank you for your favorable consideration of South Carolina’s application,
Sincerely,

Tl

Thomas A. Wilson
Supcrintendent

¢
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October 13, 2014

Dr. Libby Doggett

Deputy Assistant Secretary for Policy and Early [eaming
U.5. Department of Education

400 Maryland Avenue, SW

Room 3E344

Washington, DC 20202-6200

Dear Dr. Doggett:

It is with great pleasure that T write in support of South Carolina’s federal Preschool Development Grant expansion
application. The Palmetto State has a long history of early childhood leadership and we look forward to the prospect
of working alongside South Carolina First Steps to School Readiness to expand prekindergarten services to low-
income children over the course of the grant’s four-year timeline.

As a proposed provider subgrantee, Beaufort County School District recognizes that grant funds will be made
available by First Steps for the purpose of expanding four-year-old kindergarten programs meeting the federal
definition of “high-quality.” Consistent with the requirements of our existing programs, we recognize that this
definition includes:

¢ Employment of a lead teacher with at least a bachelor’s degree in early childhood education and
teaching assistants with appropriate credentials;

s High-quality professional development for all staff;

¢ A child-to-instructiona) staff ratio of no more than [0 to 1;

s A class size of no more than 20;

e A full-day program;

« Inclusion of children with disabilities to ensure access to and full participation in all epportunities;

« Developmentally appropriate, culturally and linguistically responsive instruction via an evidence-based
curriculum, and learning environments that are aligned with the State Early Learning and Development
Standards; and

e Individualized accommodations and supports so that all children can access and participate fully in
learning activities.

[n submitting this letter of support, we affirm our district’s commitment to high quality early education. If South
Carolina’s application is sclected for federal funding we pledge to work in close collaboration with First Steps to
ensure Lthe fulfillment of grant requirements.

Thank you for your favorable consideration of South Carolina’s application.
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L. Libby Depgpett

Depuiy Assistant Seeretiny for Policy and Eardy Learaing
t1.5. heparpement of Education

AQD Maryland Avenue, SW

o 3344

Washington, DC 202026200

Octoboer 13, 2014
boar D, Dogpetl,

It is with great pleasure that | write in suppori of south Carolina’s federal Freschool
pevelopment Grant expansion applcation. The Palinetto State fhas o long history of carly

IR A R R T L IT1ERT childhond leadership and we fook forward to the prospect of working alonpside South

supsiradnb ol ewols Caroling First Steps 1o Sthool Readiness to expand prekindergaien sevices to low income

chitdren over the course of the grant’s four-year timefine.

As a proposed provider subgrantee, Chatleston County school Disiriut recogizes that

prant funds will be urade avaitable by First Steps for the pirpose of exprnding foue-yoar

il b elol olil kindergarten progeams ineeting the federal definition of “high quality.” Consistent

Ao szl Sgsmndonelent vith the requirerents of our existing prograins, we recognize that this definition includes:

Tt Dt O dien TS/ o Employment of a lead teacher with at least a bachelor’s degree in early
childhood education and teaching assistants with appropriate credentials;

o High quality professionat development for all staff;

o Achild-to instructional staff ratio of no more than 10to 1;

o Aclass size of no maore than 20;

o A full-day program;

o Inclusion of children with disabitities to ensure access W and full
prn tickpation in all opportunitics;

o Developmaentally appropriate, culfturally and tingoistically responsive
instruciion vio an evidence hased cureiculiin, and learning envirenments
that are alipnaed with the State Lanly Learning il Development Standards;
aned

o Individualized accommodations and supports so that all children can access
and participate fully in learnimg activitics.
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(o submitting this letter of support, we affirm our district’s cammitrent to high guality
carly education. If South Carolina’s application is selected for federal fundisyg we pludge to
work in dose collaboration with First Steps to ensure the fulfillment of grant
requirements,

Thank you for your favorable consideration of South Caroling’s application,

SIENATHRY
{b)B)

Kinherly Foxceroih
Child Developmeaent Dlrector
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October 10, 2014 A

CERSHA
COUNTY

Dr. Libby Doggetl School District

Deputy Assistant Secretary for PPolicy and Early Learning
United States Department of Education

400 Maryland Avenue, SW

Room 3E344

Washington, DC 20202-6200

Dear Dr. Doggett,

It is with great pleasure that I write in support of South Carolina’s federal Preschool Development Grant
expansion application. The Palmetto State has a leng history of early childhood lcadership and we look
forward to the prospect of working alongside South Carolina First Steps to School Readiness to expand
prekindergarten services te low-income children over the course of the grant’s four-year timeline.

As a proposed provider sub-grantee, Kershaw County School District recognizes that grant funds will be made
available by First Steps for the purpose of expanding four-year-old kindergarten programs meeting the
federal definition of "high-quality,” Consistent with the requirements of our existing programs, we recognize
that this definition includes:

s  Employment of a lead teacher with at least a bachelor’s degree in early childhood education and
teaching assistants with approprialc credentials;

¢ High-quality professional development for all staft;

s A child-to-instructional stafT ratio of no more than 10 to 1;

s A class size of no more than 20;

« A full-day program;

s Inclusion of children with disabilities to cnsure access to and full participation in all opportunities;

¢ Devclopmentally appropriate, culturally and linguistically responsive instruction via an evidence-based
curriculum, and learning environments that are aligned with the State Early [earning and Development
Standards; and

¢ Individualized accommodations and supports so that all children can access and participate fully in
learning activities.

In submitting this letter of support, we affirm our district’s commitment to high quality early education. If
South Carolina’s application is selected for federal funding we pledge to work in close collaboration with First
Steps to ensure the fulfillment of grant requirements.

Thank you for your favorable consideration of South Carolina’s application,

Sincercly,

Frank E. Morgan, Ed.I?
Superintendent
Kershaw County School District

CIc

2029 W, DeKalb Street  Camden, SC 29020 Phone: 803-432-8416 Fax: 803-425-8918
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DISTRICT
Putting our
children first

LANCASTER
COUNTY
““ SCHOOL

Dr. Libby Doggett

Deputy Assistant Sccretary for Policy and Early Leaming
U.S. Department of Education

400 Maryland Avenue, SW

Room 3E344

Washington, DC 20202-6200

October 10, 2014
Dear Dr. Doggett,

itis with great pleasurc that I write in support of South Carolina's federal Preschool Development
Grant expansion application. The Palmetto State has a long history of early childhood leadership and we look
forward to the prospect of working alongside South Carolina First Steps to Schoot Readiness ta expand
prekindergarten services to low-income children over the course of the grant's four-year timeline.

As a proposed provider subgrantee, the Lancaster County School District recognizes that grant funds
will be made available by First Steps for the purpose of expanding four-year-old kindergarten programs
meeting the federal definition of “high-quality.” Consistent with the requirements of our existing programs,
we recognize that this definition includes:

¢ Employment of a lead teacher with at least a bachelor's degree in early childhood education and

teaching assistants with appropriate credentials;

High-quality professional development for all staff;

A child-to-instructional staff ratio of no more than 10to 1,

A class size of no more than 20;

A full-day program,

Incluston of children with disabilities to ensure access to and full participation in all opportunities;

» Developmentally appropriate, culturally and linguistically responsive instruction via an evidence-based
cwrriculum, and learning environments that are aligned with the State Carly Learning and Development
Standards; and

* Individualized accommodations and supports so that ail children can access and participate fully in
lcarming activities.

In submitting this letter of support, we affirm our district’'s commitment to high quality early
education. [f South Carolina’s application is selected for federal funding we pledge to work in close
collaboration with First Steps to ensure the fulfillment of prant requirements. Thank you for your favorable
consideration of South Carolina’s application.

;jn;;erely,
N . . o /
[ £ O (,“’ 17 4
%\/; Ly / P 7/ b"Z@‘cﬂ/b’\_“_“

/Richard E. Moore, Superintcndent

300 South Cat 3 Strect s E]afa ster, SC 29720
Telephone - {Bg%rﬁ]‘%%&ﬂ%%%f: HKE?IBOS} 286-4865
age e



Dr. Libby Doggett

Deputy Assistant Secretary for Policy and Early Learning
U.S. Department of Education

400 Maryland Avenue, SW

Room 3E344

Washington, DC 20202-6200

October 10, 2014
Dear Dr. Doggett,

It is with great pleasure that [ write in support of South Carolina's federal Preschool Development Grant
expansion application. The Palmetto State has a long history of early childhood leadership and we lock
forward to the prospect of working alongside South Carolina First Steps to School Readiness to expand
prekindergarten services to low-income children over the course of the grant’s four-year timeline.

As a proposed provider subgrantee, the School Iislrict of Pickens County recognizes that grant funds will be
made available by First Steps for the purpose of expanding four-year-old kindergarten programs meeting the
federal definition of “high-guality.” Consistent with the requirements of our cxisting programs, we recognize
that this definitdon includes:

»  Employment of a lead teacher with at least a bachelor’s degree in early childhood education and
teaching assistants with appropriate credentials;
High-quality professional develepment for all staff;

A child-to-instructional staff ratio of no more than 10 to 1;

* A class size of no more than 20;

s« A full-day program,;

» Inclusion of children with disabilities to ensure access to and full participation in all opportunities;

e  Developmentally appropriate, culturally and linguistically responsive instruction via an evidence-based
curriculum, and learning environments that are aligned with the State Early Learning and Development
Standards; and

+ Individuzlized accommedations and supports so that all children can access and participate fully in
learning activities.

In submitting this letter of support, we affirm cur district’s commitment to high quality early education. If
South Carolina’s application is selected for federal funding we pledge to workin close collaboration with First
Steps to ensure the fulfillment of grant requirements.

Thank you for your favorable consideration of South Carolina’s application,

(b)(6)

oy
Barbara Nesbitt, Ph.D.

Early Childhood, Elementary, and Instructional Technology Coordinator

PR/Award & 54138150027
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DISTRICT ONE SCHOOLS

SPARTANBURG COUNTY ' P.O. Box 218 Campobello, SC 29322
Tel. 864-472-2846
www.sparti.org

Dr. Libby Doggett

Deputy Assistant Secretary for Policy and Early Learning
U.5. Department of Bducation

400 Maryland Avenue, SW

Room 3E344

Washington, DC 20202-6200

October 10, 2014

Dear Dr. Doggett,

It is with great pleasure that [ write in support of South Carolina’s federal Preschool Development Grant
expansion application. The Palmetto State has a long history of early childhood leadership and we look
forward to the prospect of working alongside South Carolina First Steps to School Readiness to expand
prekindergarten services to low-income children over the course of the grant’s four-year timeline.

As a proposed provider subgrantee, Spartanburg District One recognizes that grant funds will be made
available by First Steps (or the purpose of expanding four-year-old kindergarten programs meeting the

federal definition of “high-quality.” Consistent with the requirements of our existing programs, we recognize
that this definition includes:

* Employment of a lead teacher with at lcast 4 bachelor’s degree in early childhood education and
teaching assistants with apprepriate credentials,

High-quality professional development for all staff:

A child-to-instructional staff ratio of no more than 10 1o 1,

A class size of ne more than 20;

A full-day program;

Inclusion of children with disabilities fo ensure access to and full participation in all opportunitics;
Developmentally appropriate, culwrally and linguistically responsive instruction via an evidence-based
curriculum, and learning environments that are aligned with the State Early Learning and Development
Standards; and

+  Individualized accommodations and supports so that all children can access and participate fully in
learning activities.

In submitting this letter of support, we affirm our district’s commitment to high quality early education. If
South Carolina’s application is selected for federal funding we pledge to work in clese collaboration with First
Steps to ensure the fulfillment of grant requirements. Attached you will find the number of students in our 4K
half day and full day programs.

Thank you for your favorable consideration of Seuth Carolina’s application,

f’/-?muo(bj- ﬂ At

Ronald W, Garner, E4,D.
Supcrintendent

PR/Award # 5418B150027 A Cheziny Sebool Systen.,”
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DISTRICT ONE SCHOOLS

SPARTANBURG COUNTY P.O. Box 218 Campobello, SC 29322
Tel. 864-472-2848
vww.spartt.org

2014-2015 4K Enroliment

Half Day Programs - 140 students

Full Day Programs - 44 students

s-'n.-n-rnr-ns.'"m
PR/Award & 54138150027 "A Duality School Sysiem. ..
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@ Spartanburg County School District Two
Aﬂﬂu Adminestrative Offices
P‘HT 3231 Old Furnace Road = Chesnee, Sooth Caroling 29323
Felephone: 18640 R78-0128 « Tuax: i864) 57884924

wawwoapartanburg 2 k1 2scus

§

D1 bbby Doggett

Deputy Assislant Secretary (or Policy and Farly Learning
[N Department of Education

40 Marvland Avenue. SW

Roont 31344

Washinuton, [DC 2U202-6200

October 13, 2014
Dear Dr. Doggelt:

[tis with great pleasure that write in support of Suath Caralinag’s tederal Preschool Bevelopment Grant
expansion application, The Palmetto State has a long history af early childhood leadership and we look
furward to the prospect of working alongside South Carolina First Steps te School Readiness to expand

prekindergarten services o low-lncome children over the course of the grant's four-year timeline.

As a proposed provider subgrantee, Spartanburg Two recagnizes that grant funds will be made available by
First Steps for the purpose of expandmg tour-vear-old kindergarten programs meeting the federal definition
ot "high-yunality.” While we currently struggle with the unavatlability of additional classroom space to expand,
Dr. Wuorl from South Carolina First Steps has explatned that they may consider working with private dayeare
providers in our community with space that also would meet the definition below. Consistent with the

requirements of our existing programs, we recognize that this definition includes:

«  Emplovment of a lead teacher with at least a bachelor’s degree i early childhood education and
teaching assistants with appropriate credentials,

o High-quatity professionil development tor all sttt

e A child-ro-instruct:onal statt ratic of no more than 10w 1,

o A class size of o more than 20

s A full-day program.
inclusion ot chitdren wirh disabilites to ensure aceess toand full participation i all opportunities,

+  Developmentally appropriate. culturally and lnguistically responsive instruction via an esidence-based
currtculum, and learnine environments that are aligned with the State Early Fearning and Development
Standards, and

¢ Individusheed accommodations and suppons so tat ail children can aceess and participate futly in
Jearning activities

In submitting this letter of support, we affirm our district’s commitment to high quality early education. [f
Suuth Carolina's application is selected for federal lunding we pledpe to work in close collaboration with Frese

Steps to ensure the fultillment of grant requirements,
Thank vou lor vour favorable consideration of South Carolina’s application,
Sincerety,

__‘_.:'\‘l ) ; T,

Seott Mercer

Stuperintendent

PR/Award # 54198150027
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DISTRICT FIVE SCHOOLS Post Office Box 307 » 100 North Danzler Road ¢+ Duncan, South Carolina 29334
OF SPARTANBURG COUNTY Telephone: (864) 949-2350 * Fax: (864) 439-0051 » www.spart5.net

Dr. Libby Doggett

Deputy Assistant Secretary for Policy and Early Learning
U.S. Department of Education

400 Maryland Avenue, SW

Room 3E344

Washington, DC 20202-6200

October 10, 2014

Dear Dr. Doggett,

It is with great pleasure that [ write in support of South Carolina’s federal Preschool Development
Grant expansion application. The Palmette State has a long history of early childhood leadership
and we look forward to the prospect of working alongside South Carolina First Steps to School
Readiness to expand prekindergarten services to low-income children cver the course of the grant's
four-year timeline.

As a proposed provider subgrantee, Spartanburg District Five Schools recognizes that grant funds
will be made available by First Steps for the purpose of expanding four-year-old kindergarten
programs meeting the federal definition of “high-quality.” Consistent with the requirements of sur
existing programs, we recognize that this definition includes:

+ Employment of a lcad teacher with at teast a bachelot’s degree in early childhood education

and teaching assistants with appropriate credentials;

High-quality professional development for all staff;

A child-to-instructional staff ratio of no more than 1010 1;

A class size of no more than 20;

A full-day program;

[nclusion of children with disabilities to ensure access to and full participation in all

opportunities;

* Developmentally appropriate, culturally and linguistically responsive instruction via an
cvidence-based curriculum, and learing environments that are aligned with the State Early
Learning and Development Standards; and

+ individualized accommodations and supports so that all children can access and participate
fully in learning activities.

In submitting this letter of support, we affirm our district's commitment to high quality early
education. If South Carolina’s application is selected for federal funding we pledge to work in close
collaboration with First Steps to ensure the fulfillment of grant requirements.

Thank you for your favorable consideration of South Carclina’s application,

Dr. Scott Turner
Superintendent

Discrimination of all persons is prohibited with regard to employment and any other program or activity on the basis of race. religion, sex. national arigin, age, color, imrigrant
status, English speaking or disabling condition in District Five Schools of Spartanburg County as required by Title (X of the Educational Amendmients Act of 1972, Section 504 of the
Rehabilitation Act of 1973, the Age Discrimination Act of 1975, and the Civil Righavaidfi SBEARG02T Seclion 504 Coordinator, Maureen Kriese; Tille IX Coordinator, [3Ir, Scott Turner.
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Ungasing Students for Suceessful Futores

660 M. Anderson Road  T: (803) 981-1000
P.O. Drawer 10072 F: (B03)981-1094
Rock Hill, 5C 29731 www.rock-hill.k12.5c.us

YORKR COLKTY FASTRIGT THRFF

Kelly U Pew, [*h.[)., Superintendent

Dr. Libby Doggett

Deputy Assistant Secretary for Policy and Early Leammg
U.8. Department of Education

400 Maryland Avenue, SW

Room 3344

Washington, DC 20202-6200

October 10, 2014

Dear Dr. Dopgett,

It is with great pleasure that I write in support of South Carolina’s federal Preschool Development Grant expansion
application. The Palmetto State has a long history of early childhood leadership and we look forward to the
prospect of working alongside South Carolina First Steps to School Readiness to expand prekindergarten services
to low-income children over the course of the grant’s four-year timeline.

As a proposed provider sub grantee, Rock Hill Schools recognizes that grant funds will be made available by ¥irst
Steps for the purpoese of expanding four-year-old kindergarten programs meeting the federal definition of “high-
quality.” Consistent with the requirements of our existing programs, we recognize that this definition includes:

Employment of a lead teacher with at Icast a bachelor’s degree in early childhood education and teaching
assistants with appropriate credentials;

High-quality professional development for all staff;

A child-to-instructional staff ratio of no more than 10 to 1;

A class size of no more than 20;

A full-day program,

Inclusion of children with disabilities to ensure access to and full participation in all opportunities;
Developmentally appropriate, culturally and linguistically responsive instruction via an evidence-based
curriculum, and learning environments that are aligned with the State Early Learning and Develepment
Standards; and

Individualized accommeodations and supports so that all children can access and participate fully in Jearning
activities.

In submitting this letter of support, we affirm our district’s commitment to high quality early education. If South
Carclina’s application is selected for federal funding we pledge to work in close collaboration with First Steps to
ensure the fulfillment of grant requirements.

Thank you for your favorable consideration of South Carolina’s application,

(0)(6)

Harriet ]aworowskl,/Ph.D.
Associate Superintendent for Instruction and Accountability

PR/Award & 54138150027
Page e117



Dr. Libby Doggelt

Deputy Assisiant Secretary for Policy and Early Leaming
U.S. Department of Education

400 Maryland Avenue, SW

Room 3E344

Washington, DC 20202-6200

October 10, 2014
Dear Dr. Doggett,

I am pleased to write in support of South Carolina’s federal Preschool Development Grant expansion
application. South Carolina’s public-private 4K program is a model for the nation and we look forward to
working with South Carolina First Steps to School Readiness to further expand prekindergarten services o
low-income children in non-school district settings.

As a proposed grant service provider, Mon Aetna CEC recognizes that grant funds will be made available by
First Steps for the purpose of expanding four-year-old kinderparten programs meeting the federal definition
of “high-quality” and to support private providers in meeting this definition, which includes:

s Employment of a lead teacher with at least a bachelor’s degree in early childhood education and

teaching assistants with appropriate credentials;

High-quality professicnal development for ail siaff;

A child-to-instructional staff ratio of no more than 10 io I;

A class size of no morc than 2¢;

A Full-Day program;

Inclusion of children with disabilities to ensure access to and full participation in all opportunities;

Developmentatly appropriate, culnurally and linguistically responsive instruction via an evidence-based

curriculum. and learning environments that are aligned with the State Early Learning and Development

Standards: and

s Individualized accommodations and supposts so that all chifdren can access and participate fully in
leaming activities,

In submitting this letter of support, we affirm our program’s commitment to high quality early education. If
South Carolina’s appiication is selected for federal fanding we pledge to work in close collaboration with First
Steps to ensure that grant requirements are met.

Thank you for your favorable consideration of South Carolina’s application,

Farl

(b)(6)

Susan Adams, Director

Mon-Aetna CEC

PR/Award & 54138150027
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Nesmith Community Day Care Center
2774 Turkey Creek Road
Nesmith, SC 29580-3178
Telephone: (B43) 352.3241 - Fax (843) 382-3741
Emall: nodec@ftc-i.net

Dr. Libby Doggett

Deputy Assistant Secretary for Policy and Early Learning
.5, Department of Education

400 Maryland Avenue, SW

Room 3E344

Washington, DC 20202-6200

Ortober 10, 2014
Dear Dr. Doggett,

[ am pleased to write in support of South Carolina's federal Preschool Development Grant expansion
application. South Carolina’s public-private 4K program is a model for the nation and we look forward to
working with South Carolina First Steps to Schoal Readiness to further expand prekindergarten services to
low-income children in non-school district settings.

As a proposed grant service provider, Nesmith Community Day Care Center recagnizes that grant funds
will be made available by First Steps for the purpose of expanding four-year-old kindergarten programs
meeting the federal definitien of "high-quality” ond to support private providers in meeting this definition,
which includes:

»  Employment of a lead teacher with at least a bachelor’s degree in early childhood education and

teaching assistants with appropriate credentials;

High-quality professional development for all staff;

A child-to-instructional stafT ratio of no more than 1010 1,

A class size of no more than 20,

A Full-Day program,

Inclusion of children with disabilities to ensure access to and full participation in all oppartunities;

Developmentally appropriate, culturatly and linguistically responsive instruction via an evidence-based

curriculum, and learning enviranments that are aligned with the State Early Learning and Development

Standards; and

¢ Individualized accommodations and supports so that all children can access and participate fully in
learning activities.

In submitting this letter of support, we affirm our program’s commitment to high quality early education. If
South Caroling’s application is selected for federal funding we pledge to work in close collaboration with First
Steps to ensure that grant requirements are met.

Thank you for your faverable consideratien of South Carolina’s application,

(b)(6)

Audrey N. McCrea

Director,
Nesmith Community Day Care Center

PR/Award & 54138150027
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Lr, Libly Doggett

Dreputy Assistant Seeretary for Policy and Eurly Learning
1.5, Department of Education

400 Mary land Avenue, SW

Room 3E344

Washington, DC 20202-6200

Oclober 10,2014

Dear Dr. Doggott,

1am pleased to write in support of South Carolina’s federal Preschool Development Grant expansion
application, South Caralina’s public-private 4K program is a model for the nation and we loak forward to
wuorking with South Carolina First Steps to School Readiness to further expand prekindergarten services to
low-income children in non-school district settings.

As a propused grant service provider, Fairview Kids CDC recognizes that grant funds will be made available
hy First Steps tor the purpase of expanding four-year old kindergarten programs meeting the federal
definitipn of "high-quality” and Lo support private providers in meeting this definition, which includes:

Employment of a lead teacher with al least a bachelor's degree in carly childhood education and
teaching assistants with appropriate credentials:

High-guality professional development for all statt;

A child-to-instractional stalt ratio ot no more than 1010 1

A class size of no more than 20:

A Full-Day program;

Tnelusion of children with disabilities to ensure access to and full participation in all opportnities,
Developmentally appropriate. culturally and linguistically responsive instruction via an evidence-based
curriculum, and learning environments that are aligned with the State Early Learning, and Development
Standards; and

Individualized accommodations and supports so that all children can access and participate fully in
learning activities.

In submitsing this letter of support, we affirm our program’s commitment to high quality early education. If
South Carolina's application is selected for federal funding we pledge to work in close collahoration with First
Steps to ensure that grant requirements are met,

Thank vou far vour favorahle consideration of South Caroling’s application,
T

(0)(6)

Ravan Hayes Mangle

Director, Fairview Kids CDC

PR/Award & 54138150027
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Dr. Libby Doggent

Deputy Assistant Secretary for Policy and Early Learming
U.§. Department of Education

400 Maryland Avenue, SW

Room 3JE344

Washington, DC 20202-6200

Octaber 13, 2014
LDear Ur. Doggett,

My staff and | are pleased to write in support of South Carclina’s federal Preschool Development Grant
expansion application. South Carolina's public-private 4K program is a model for the nation and we look
forward to working with South Carolina First Steps to Schoo! Readiness to further expand prekindergarten
services to low-income children in non-school district settings.

As a proposed grant service provider, The House of Smiles, recognizes that grant funds will be made available
by First Steps for the purpose of expanding four-year-old kindergarten programs meeting the federal
definition of “high-quality” and to support private providers in meeting this definition, which includes:

+ Employment of a lead teacher with at least a bachelor’s degree in early childhood education and

teaching assistants with appropriate credentials;

High-quality professional development tor all staft,

A child-to-instructional stafl ratio of no more than 10t 1;

A class size of no more than 20,

A Full-Day program;

Inclusion of children with disabilities to ensure access to and full participation ir all opportunities,

Developmentally appropriate, culturally and linguistically responsive instruction via an evidence-based

curriculum, and learning environments that are aligned with the State Early Learning and Development

Standards; and

s Individualized accommodations and supports so that all children can access and participate fully in
learning activitics.

In submitting this letter of support, we affirm our program’s commitment to high quality early education. If
South Carclina’s application is selected for federal funding we' pledge to work in close collaboration with First
Steps to ensure that grant requirements are met.

Thank you for your favorable congideration of South Carolina’s application,

(0)(6)

‘-///ierlean P. Holmes

Director, The House of Smiles

PR/Award & 54138150027
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Dr. Libby Doggett

Deputy Assistant Secretary for Policy and Early Leaming
1.5, Department of Eduecation

400 Maryland Avenue, SW

Room 3E344

Washingion, [3C 20202-6200

October 10, 2014

Dear Dr. Doggett,

I am pleased to wrile In support ol South Caroling’s federal Preschool Development Grant expansion
application. South Carolina’s public-private 4K program is a modcl for the nation and we look forward to
working with South Caralina First Steps to School Readiness to further expand prekindergarten services to

low-income children in non-school district settings.

As a proposed grant service provider, Building Blocks Academy recognizes that grant funds will be made
available by First Steps for the purpose of expanding four-year-old kindergarten programs meeting the
federal definition of “high-quality” and to support private providers in meeting this definition, which includes:

tamployment of a lead teacher with atf least a bachelor™s degree in early childhood education and
teaching, assistants with appropriate credentials;

tHigh-quality prolessional development for all stafT;

A child-to-instructional stalf ratio of no more than 10w 1;

A class size of no more than 20:

A Full-Day program:

Inclusion of children with disabilities to ensme access to and full participation in all opportunitics:
Developrentally appropriate, culturally and linguistically responsive instruction via an evidence-based
curriculum, and learning cnvironments that arc aligned with the State Early Learning and Devclopment
Stanclards; and

Individualized accommadations and supports so that all children can aceess and participaie fully in
lcarning activitics.

in submitting thiy letter of support, we affirm our program’s commilmen! o high gquality sarly education. [(
South Carolina’s application is sclected for federal funding we pledge to work in close collaboration with First
Steps Lo ensure Lhal graol requirements are mel.

Lhanle s Foranne fonnrable copciderat oo ol Sonrh Caraling’s anmlicakion
’

(b)(6)

/ Gwendolyn McFadden L7

¥

Director of Building Blocks Academy

PR/Award & 54138150027
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Hartman Hall Child Development Center
1247 Glenn St
Cayee, 5.C. 29033
803-791-5090

Dir. Libby Droggett

Deputy Assistant Secretary for Policy and Early learing
LY. Department of Education

400 Maryland Avenue, SW

Room 3E344

Washington, DC 20202-6200

October 10, 2014
Dear Dr. Doggett,

[ am pleased to write in support of South Carolina’s federal Preschool Development Grant expansion
application. South Carolina's public-private 4K program is a model for the nation and we look forward to
working with South Carolina First Steps to School Readiness to further expand prekindergarten services o
low-income children in non-school district sellings.

As a proposcd grant sevvice pravider, Hartman Hall Child Development Center recognizes that grant funds
will be made availabie by First Steps for the purpose of expanding four-year-old kindergarten programs
meeting the federal definition of “high-quality” and to support private providers in meeting this definition,
which includes:

» Hmptoyment of a lead teacher with at lcast a bachelor’s degree in eurly childhood educalion and

teaching assistants with appropriate credentials;

High-quality professional development for all staft:

A child-to-instructional staff ratio of no more than 10 to 1:

A class size of no more than 20;

A Full-Day program;

Inclusion of children with disabilities to ensure access to and full participation in all opportunities:

Developmentally appropriate, culturatly and linguistically responsive instruction via an evidence-based

curricutum, and learning environments that are aligned with the State Larly Learning and Development

Standards; and

o Individualized accommodations and supports so that all children can access and participate fully in
learning aclivities.

In submitting this letter of support, we affirm our program’s commitment to high quality early education. If
South Carelina's application is selected for federal funding we pledge to work in close collaboration with First
Steps to ensurc that grant requirements are met.

(b)(6)

[~

Leigh Chavis

Director/Hartman Hall Child Development Center

PR/Award & 54138150027
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Nr. Libby NDogactt

Dieputy Assistant Scerctary lor Policy and Farly T.earning
L8, Department of Education

408 Manvland Avenug, SW

Roomn 3E344

Washington, DT 20202-6200)

Getober 10,2014
Dear Dr. Dogpett,

[ am picased Lo write in suppart of South Carnlina’s federal Preschool Development Grrant expansion
application. South Caroling’s public-private 41 program is a model for the narion and we took torward lo
working with South Caralina First Steps to Schoot Readiness o further expand prekindergarten services to
low-income children in non-school district seitings.

At a proposed grant service provider, Legacy Christian Day School recognizes that grant tunds wiil be made
available by First Steps for the purpose of expanding four-year-old kindergarten programs mecting the
frderal defimition of "high-quality” end to support private providers in mecting this definition, whicl includes:

o LEmplovient of s lead wacher with an deast i bachelor’s degree in early chiddiwod cducation id
teaching assistants with appropriate credenuials;

= High-quality professional devalopment tor all seail:

« A child-to~msimctionil sGiT o of no morg than 1t to 1

oA chiss size of no more than 20,

s A Full-Day propra

o Inclusion of children with disabilitics w enstre aceess ta md Bl paricipenon at all opponanines;

o Developuemally appropriaie. culturally and hguwistically responsive instruction via an evidence-hased
crrricnlyen, and leatg enviromments tha are aligued with the State Larky Learang, and Development
Standards: and

o lndividuatzed acconmnodations and suppons so that sk children can aceess and participame Tally i
learnimg activities.

In submitting thig letter ol support, we athirm our program’s commitment to high quality early education. il
Senth Cavolina's application is selectad for federal funding we pledge to worke in close collaboration with First
Steps o ensure thal granl requiremenls are mel.

Thank you tor your tavorable cansideration of South Caralina’s application,

Jovce B. Ruth
{b)(6)

Director of Legacy Christian Day School

PR/Award & 54138150027
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Dr. Libby Doggett

Deputy Asststant Secretary for Policy and Early Learning
LS. Department of Education

400 Manviand Averue, SW

Room 3E344

Washington, DC 20202-6200

Cctoher 10, 2014
Dear Dr. Doggett,
| am pleased to write in support of South Carolina's federal Preschool Develapment Grant expansion
application. South Carelina’s public-private 4K program is a model for the nation and we look forward to
working with South Carolina First Steps to School Readiness (o further expand prekindergarten services to
low-income children in non-school district settings.
As a proposed arant service provider, Agapeland Y.E.P. Center recognizes that grant funds witl be made
available by First Steps for the purpose of expanding four-year-old kindergarten programs meeting the
tedleral definition of “high-quality” and to support private providers in meeting this definition, which includes:
¢ Employment of a lead 1eacher with @ least a bachelor™s degree in carly ehildhood education and
teaching assistants with uppropriate credentials:
¢ High-gquality professions] development for all staff:
« A child-o-instructional staft ratio ol ne more thae 1 e 12
s A class size of no more than 20¢;
s A Full-Day program;
s Inclusion of children with disabilities to ensure aecess to and full participation in all opportunities:
¢ Developmentally appropriate, culturally and linguisticaliy responsive instruction via an evidence-based
curriculum, and learning environments that are aligned with the State Parly Leamning and Deyelopment
Standards: amd
s Individualized accommoedations and supports so that all children can access and participate fully in
learming aelivities,

In submitting this letter of support, we affirm our program’s commitment to high quality early education. If
South Carolina's application is selected for federal funding we pledge to worlk in close collaboration with First
Steps to ensure thal grant requirements are met.

Thank you for your favorable consideration of South Carclina’s application,

“lanet [ Simmaons

R ]
" yfrector Agapeland Y.E.P. Center
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Dr. Libbv Doggett

Deputy Assistant Secretary for Policy and Early Learnin g
U. 5. Departiment of Education

400 Maryland Avenue, SW

Washington, DC 20202 — 6200

Getober 15, 2014

Dear Dr. Doggert:

T'am writing this letter in support of Sourh Carolina’s Federa) Preschool Development
Grant expansion application. Scuth Carotina’s public-private 4K program is a model for
the nation and we Jook forward to working with South Carelina First Steps to School
Readiness to expand prekindergarten services 1o low-income children in non-school
district settings. The benefits of pre-K and child care are vast. It provides stability as
well as a structured leamning environment for children. N aids in the development of their
social and emotional skills and it is a vital way (o prepare children for kindergarten,
primary school, and beyond.

As 2 proposed grant service provider, New Jerusalem M issionary Baptist Church Child
Development Center recognizes that grant funding will be made available by the First
Steps for the purpose of expanding four-year-old kindergarten programs mecting the
federal definition of “high quality” and to support private providers in meeting this
definition, which incipdes:

Employment of a lead teacher with at least a bachelor's de gree i early childhood
education and teaching assistants with appropriate credentials

High-quaiity professional development for all staff
A child-ta-instrirctional staff of ne more than 10 to 1
A class sizc of no more than 20

A Full-Day program

Inclusion of children with disabilities tv ensure aceess to and full participation in
all oppottunities

Developmentally appropriate, culturally and linguistically responsive instruction
via an evidence-based curriculum, and Jeaming environments that are aligned
with the State Early Leaming and Development Standards :

Individralized accommedations and Supports so that all children can access and
participate fully in leaming activities
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Dr. Libby Doggett

Deputy Assistant Secretary for Policy and Early Learning
U.S. Department of Education

400 Maryland Avenue, SW

Room 3E344

Washington, DC 20202-6200

Octecber 10, 2014
Dear Dr. Doggett,

[ am pleased to write in support of South Caroclina’s federal Preschool Development Grant expansion
application. South Carclina’s public-private 4K program is a model for the nation and we look forward to
working with South Carolina First Steps to School Readiness to further expand prekindergarten services to
low-income children in non-school district settings.

As a proposed grant service provider, Kids Corner Childcare Academy recognizes that grant funds will he
made available by First Steps for the purpose of expanding four-year-old kindergarten programs meeting
the federal definition of “high-quality” and to support private providers in meeting this definition, which
includes:

=  Employment of a lead teacher with at least a bachelor’s degree in early childhood education and
teaching assistants with appropriate credentials:

« High-quality professional development for all staft;

o A child-w-structional stall ratio of no more than 10w 1;

s A class size of no more than 20;

¢ A Full-Day program;

* Inclusion of children with disabilities to ensure access to and full participation in all opportunities:

s  Developmentally appropriate, culturally and linguistically responsive instruction via an evidence-
based curriculum. and learning environments that are aligned with the State Early Learning and
Development Standards; and

o Individualized accommodations and supports so that all children can aceess and participate fully in
lcarning activitics.

In submitting this letter of support, we affirm cur program’s commitment to high quality early education. If
South Carolina’s application is selected for federal funding we pledge to work in close collaboration with
First Steps to ensure that grant requirements are met.

Thank you for your favorable consideration of South Carolina’s application,

Connie M. Williams

Owner, Director Kids Corner Childcare Academy LLC
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Upstate Children’s Center of Walhalla, Inc.
905 East Main Street
Walhalla, SC 29691
864.638.6800 FAX 864.638-6883
www.upstatechildrenscenter.com
uccwalhalla@gmail.com

Dr. Libby Doggett

Deputy Assistant Secretary tor Policy and Early Learning
U.S. Department of Education

400 Maryland Avenue, SW .

Room 3E344

Washington, DC 20202-6200

October 10, 2014
Dear Dr. Doggett,

[ am pleased to write in support of South Carclina’s federal Prescheel Development Grant expansicn application.
South Carolina’s public-private 4K program is a model for the nation and we leok forward to working with South
Carclina First Steps to School Readiness to further expand prekindergarten services te low-income children in
nen-school district settings.

As a proposed grant service provider, Upstate Children’s Center of Walhalla, Inc. recognizes that grant funds
will be made available hy First Steps for the purpose of expanding four-year-old kindergarten programs meeting
the federal definition of “high-quality” and to support private providers in meeting this definition, which includes:

s Employment of a lead teacher with art least a bachelor’s degree in early childhood education and teaching.
assistants with appropriate credentials;

s High-quality professional development for all staff;

s A child-to-instructional statt ratic of no more than 10 to 1;

s A class size of no more than 20;

* A Full-Day program;

o  Inclusion of children with disabilitics o ensure aceess to and [ull participation in all opportunities;

s Developmentally appropriate, culturally and linguistically responsive instruction via an evidence-based
curriculum, and learning environments. that are aligned with the State Early Learning and Development
Standards; and

¢ Individualized accommodations and supports so that all children can access and participate fully in learning
activities.

[n submitting this letter of support, we affirm cur program’s commitment to high quality early education. If Scuth
Carclina's application is selected for federal funding we pledge to work in close collaboration with First Steps to
ensure that grant requirements are met.

Thank you for your favorable consideration of Scuth Carolina’s application,

(0)(6)
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Dr. Libby Doggett

Deputy Assistant Secretary for Policy and Early Learning
U.S. Department of Education .

400 Maryland Avenue, SW

Room 3E344

Washington, DC 20202-6200

October 10, 2014
Dear Dr. Doggett,

[ am pleased to write in support of South Carolina’s federal Preschool Development Grant expansion
application. South Carolina’s public-private 4K program is a model for the nation and we look ferward
to working with South Carclina First Steps to School Readiness to further expand prekindergarten
services to low-income children in non-school district settings.

As a proposed grant service provider, |{b){6) |rec0gnizes that grant funds will be made
available by First Steps for the purpose of expanding four-year-old kindergarten programs meeting the
federal definition of “high-quality” and to support private providers in meeting this definition, which
includes:

e DLmployment of a lead tecacher with at least a bachelor’s degree in carly childhood education and

leaching assistanls with appropriate credentials:

High-quality professional development for all staff;

A child-lo-instructional staff ratio of no more than 10 to 1;

A class size of no more than 20;

A Full-Day program;

[nclusion of children with disabilities to ensure access to and full participation in all

opportunities;

+  Developmentally appropriate, culturally and linguistically responsive instruction via an
evidence-based curriculum, and learning environments that are aligned with the State Early
Learning and Development Standards; and

¢ [ndividualized accommadations and supports so that all children can access and participate fully
in learning activities.

[n submitting this letter of support, we affirm our program’s commitment to high quality early
education. [f South Carolina's application is selected for federal funding we pledge to work in close
collaboration with First Steps to ensure that grant requirements are met.

Thank you for your favorable consideration of South Carolina’s application,
SIGNATURE: Diana Lewis

NAME: Diana Lewis

TITLE AND CENTER NAME: 4-K Teacher/l{b){S)
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Dr. Libby Doggett

Deputy Assistant Secretary. for Policy and Early Learning
U.S. Department of Education

400 Maryland Avenue, SW

Room 3E344

Washington, DC 20202-6200

Octeober 10, 2014
Dear Dr. Doggett,

[ am pleased to write in support of South Carolina’s federal Preschool Development Grant expansion
application. South Caroclina's public-private 4K program is a model for the nation and we look forward to
working with South Carolina First Steps to School Readiness to further expand prekindergarten services
to low-income children in non-school district settings.

As a proposed grant service provider, Little Smurfs CDC recognizes that grant funds will be made
available by First Steps for the purpose of expanding four-year-old kindergarten programs meeting the
federal definition of “high-quality” and to support private providers in meeting this definition, which
includes:

s Employment of a lead teacher with at least a hachelor’s degree in early childhood education and
leaching assistants with appropriale credentials;

» High-quality professional development tor all staff;

o A child-w-structional staff ratio of no more than 10 to 1;

s A class size of no more than 20;

¢ A Full-Day program;

s Inclusion of children with disabilities to ensure access to and full participation in all opportunities;

s  Developmentally appropriate, culturally and linguistically responsive instruction via an evidence-
based curriculum, and learning environments that are aligned with the State Early Learning and
Development Standards; and

s Individualized accommodations and supports so that all children can access and participate fully in
learning activities.

In submitting this letter of support, we affirm cur pregram’s commitment to high quality early education.
[f South Carolina’s application is sclected for federal funding we pledge to work in close collaberation

with First Steps to ensure that grant requirements arc met.

Thank you for your favorable consideration of South Carolina’s application,

Bequethia Pressley

Site Coordinator/Little Smurfs I CDC/SA
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October 14, 2014

Dr. Libby Doggett

Deputy Assistant Secretary for Policy and
Early Learning

U.5. Department of Education

400 Maryland Avenue, SW

Room 3E344

Washington, DC 20202-6200

October 10, 2014
Dear Dr. Doggett,
| am pleased to write in support of South
Carolina’s federal Preschool Development
Grant expansion application. South
Carolina’s public-private 4K program is a
madel for the nation and we look forward
to working with South Carolina First Steps
to School Readiness to further expand
prekindergarten services to low-income
children in non-school district settings.
As a proposed grant service provider,
Horizons Christian Academy recognizes
that grant funds will be made available by
First Steps for the purpose of expanding
four-year-old kindergarten programs
meeting the federal definition of “high-
quality” and to support private providers
in meeting this definition, which includes:
¢  Employment of a lead
teacher with at least a
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ABC Academy
4(}5 North Wisc Road
Saluda, South Carolina 29138
(864)445-7999
abcacademy@embargmail.com

Dr. Libby Doggett

Deputy Assistant Secretary for Policy and Early Learning
U.S. Department of Education

400 Maryland Avenue, SW

Room 3E344

Washington, DC 20202-6200

October 10,2014
Dear Dr. Doggett,

[ am pleased to write in support of South Carolina’s federal Preschool Development Grant expansion
application. South Carolina’s public-private 4K program is a model for the nation and we look forward to
working with South Carolina First Steps to School Readiness to further expand prekindergarten services to
low-income children in non-school district settings.

As a proposced grant service provider, ABC Academy recognizes that grant funds will be made available by
First Steps for the purposc of expanding four-year-old kindergarten programs meeting the federal definition
of “high-quality” and to support private providers in meeting this definition, which includes:

«  Employment of a lead teacher with at least a bachelor’s degree in carly childhood education and
lcaching assistants with appropriate credentials;

¢ High-quality professional development for all staff;

o A child-te-instructional staff ratio of no more than 1010 1;

s A class size of no more than 20,

¢ A Full-Day program;

s Inclusion of children with disabilitics to cnsure access to and full participation in all opportunitics;

s Developmentally appropriate. culturally and linguistically responsive instruction via an evidence-based
curriculum, and learning environments that are aligned with the State Early Learning and Development
Standards: and

o Individualized accommodations and supports so that all children can access and participate [ully in
learning activilics.

In submitting this letter of support, we affirm our program’s commitment te high quality early education. If
South Carolina's application is selected for federal funding we pledge to work in close collaboration with First
Steps to ensure that grant requirements are met.

Thank you for your favorable consideration of South Carolina’s application,
(b)(6)

Kim Chariker

Director of ABC Academy
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Z1ON CANAAN CHILD DEVELOPMENT CENTER
612 SOUTH HILL STREET
POST OFFICE BOX 173
TIMMONSVILLE, SOUTH CAROLINA 29161
843-346-0499
hlindafaye @ gmail.com

Qctober 10, 2014

Dr. Libby Doggett

Deputy Assistant Secretary for Policy and Early Learning
U.S. Department of Education

400 Maryland Avenue, SW

Room 3E344

Washington, DC 20202-6200

Dear Dr. Doggett,

[ am delighted to write in support of South Carolina’s federal Preschool Development Grant expansion
application. South Carolina’s public-private 4K program is a model for the nation and we look forward to
working with South Carolina First Steps to School Readiness to further expand prekindergarten services to
low-income children in non-school district settings.

As a proposed grant service provider, Zion Canaan Child Development Center recognizes that grant funds will
be made available by First Steps for the purpose of expanding four-year-old kindergarten programs meeting
the federal definition of “high-quality” and to support private providers in meeting this definition, which
includes:

¢ Employment of a lead teacher with at least a bachelor’s degree in early childhood education and
teaching assistants with appropriate credentials;

o Iligh-guality professional development for all staff:

¢ A child-te-instructional staff ratio of no more than 10 to 1:

o A class size of no more than 20;

s A Tull-Day program;

* Inclusion of children with disabilities to ensure access to and full participation in all opportunities;

s Developmentally appropriate, culturally and linguistically responsive instruction via an evidence-based
curriculum, and learning environments that are aligned with the State Early Learning and Development
Standards; and

» Individualized accommodations and supports so that all children can access and participate fully in
learning activities.

[n submitting this letter of support, [ affirm Zion Canaan Child Development Center’s commitment to high
quality early education. When South Carolina’s application is selected for federal funding my staff and I
pledge to work in close collaboration with First Steps to ensure that the grant requirements are met.

Thank you for your favorable consideration of South Carolina’s application,
(b)i6)

A

Linda Fulwood-Hearon PhD
Director
Zion Canaan Child Development Center
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Dr. Libby Doggett

Deputy Assistant Secretary. for Policy and Early Learning
U.S. Department of Education

400 Maryland Avenue, SW

Room 3E344

Washington, DC 20202-6200

October 10, 2014
Dear Dr. Doggett,

[ am pleased to write in support of South Carolina’s federal Preschool Development Grant expansion
application. South Carolina's public-private 4K program is a maodel for the nation and we look forward to
working with South Carolina First Steps to School Readiness to further expand prekindergarten services to
low-income children in non-school district settings.

As a proposed grant service provider, True Investment Child Development Center recognizes that grant
funds will be made available by First Steps for the purpose of expanding four-year-old kindergarten programs
meeting the federal definition of “high-quality” and to support private providers in meeting this definition,
which includes:

* Employment of a lead teacher with at least a bachelor’s degree in early childhood education and
teaching assistants with appropriate credentials;

¢ High-quality professional development for all staff;

¢ A child-to-instructional staff ratio of no more than 10 to |1

o A class size of no more than 2¢;

¢ A Full-Day program;

» Inclusion of children with disabilities to ensure access to and full participation in all opportunities;

s Developmentally appropriate, culturally and linguistically responsive instruction via an evidence-based
curriculum, and learning environments that arce aligned with the State Early Learning and Development
Standards; and

» Individualized accommodations and supports so that all children can access and participate fully in
learning activities.

[n submitting this letter of suppert, we affirm our program’s commitment to high quality carly education. [f
South Carolina's application is selected for federal funding we pledge to work in close collaboration with First
Steps to ensure that grant requirements are met.

Thank you for your favorable consideration of South Carolina’s application,
Pamela Doctor
Pamela Doctor

Director/ True Investment Child Development Center
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Dr. Libby Doggett

Deputy Assistant Secretary for Policy and Early Learning
U.S. Department of Education

400 Maryland Avenue, SW

Room 3E344

Washington, DC 20202-6200

October 10, 2014
Dear Dr. Doggett,

[ am pleased to write in support of South Carolina’s federal Preschool Development Grant expansion
application. South Carolina's public-private 4K program is a maodel for the nation and we look forward to
working with South Carolina First Steps to School Readiness to further expand prekindergarten services to
low-income children in non-school district settings.

As a proposed grant service provider, Brookland Academy CDC recognizes that grant funds will be made
available by First Steps for the purpose of expanding four-year-old kindergarten programs meeting the
federal definition of “high-quality” and to support private providers in meeting this definition, which includes:

s Employment of a lead tcacher with at least a bachelor’s degree in carly childhood education and
teaching assistants with appropriate credentials;
¢  High-quality professional development for all staff;

o A child-to-instructional staff ratio of no more than 10 to 1
o A class s1ze of no more than 20;
* A Full-Day program;

» Inclusion of children with disabilities to ensure access to and full participation in all opportunities;

s Developmentally appropriate, culturally and linguistically responsive instruction via an evidence-based
curriculum, and learning environments that arce aligned with the State Early Learning and Development
Standards; and

¢ Individualized accommodations and supports so that all children can access and participate fully in
learning activities.

[n submitting this letter of suppert, we affirm our program’s commitment to high quality carly education. [f
South Carolina’s application is sclected for federal funding we pledge to work in close collaboration with First
Steps to ensure that grant requirements are met.

Thank you for your favorable consideration of South Carolina’s application,

(0)(6)

Jennifer M. McConnell, Director
Brookland Academy Child Development Center
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Dr. Libby Doggett

Deputy Assistant Secretary. for Policy and Early Learning
U.S. Department of Education

400 Maryland Avenue, SW

Room 3E344

Washington, DC 20202-6200

October 10, 2014
Dear Dr. Doggett,

[ am pleased to write in support of South Carolina’s federal Preschool Development Grant expansion
application. South Carolina's public-private 4K program is a maodel for the nation and we look forward to
working with South Carolina First Steps to School Readiness to further expand prekindergarten services to
low-income children in non-school district settings.

As a proposed grant service provider, Aye’s Kinderoo Care Child Development Center recognizes that
grant funds will be made available by First Steps for the purpose of expanding four-year-old kindergarten
programs meeting the federal definition of “high-quality” and to support private providers in meeting this
definition, which includes:

=  Employment of a lead teacher with at least a bachelor’s degree in early childhood education and
teaching assistants with appropriate credentials;

¢ High-quality professional development for all staff;

e A child-to-instructional staff ratio of no more than 10 to 1;

s A class size of no more than 20;

¢ A Full-Day program;

» Inclusion of children with disabilities to ensure access to and full participation in all opportunities;

s Developmentally appropriate, culturally and linguistically responsive instruction via an evidence-based
curriculum, and learning environments that arc aligned with the State Early Learning and Development
Standards; and

¢ Individualized accommodations and supports so that all children can access and participate fully in
learning activities..

[n submitting this letter of support, we affirm our program’s commitment to high quality early education. [f
South Carolina's application is selected for federal funding we pledge to work in close collaboration with First
Steps to ensure that grant requirements are met.

Thank you for your favorable consideration of South Carolina’s application,

Verdell Aye

Director, Aye’s Kinderoo Care CDC

PR/Award & 54138150027
Page e148



Dr. Libby Doggett

Deputy Assistant Secretary for Policy and Early Learning
U.S. Department of Education

400 Maryland Avenue, SW

Room 3E344

Washington, DC 20202-6200

October 10, 2014
Dear Dr. Doggett,

[ am pleased to write in support of South Carolina’s federal Preschool Development Grant expansion
application. South Carolina's public-private 4K program is a maodel for the nation and we look forward to
working with South Carolina First Steps to School Readiness to further expand prekindergarten services to
low-income children in non-school district settings.

As a proposed grant service provider, Little Creations Learning Center recognizes that grant funds will be
made available by First Steps for the purpose of expanding four-year-old kindergarten programs meeting the
federal definition of “high-quality” and to support private providers in meeting this definition, which includes:

s Employment of a lead tcacher with at least a bachelor’s degree in carly childhood education and
teaching assistants with appropriate credentials;
¢  High-quality professional development for all staff;

o A child-to-instructional staff ratio of no more than 10 to |
o A class s1ze of no more than 20;
* A Full-Day program;

o Inclusion of children with disabilities to ensure access to and full participation in all opportunities;

s Developmentally appropriate, culturally and linguistically responsive instruction via an evidence-based
curriculum, and learning environments that arce aligned with the State Early Learning and Development
Standards; and

¢ Individualized accommodations and supports so that all children can access and participate fully in
learning activities.

[n submitting this letter of suppert, we affirm our program’s commitment to high quality carly education. [f
South Carolina’s application is sclected for federal funding we pledge to work in close collaboration with First
Steps to ensure that grant requirements are met.

Thank you for your favorable consideration of South Carolina’s application,
Latoeshia Spann
LaTeshia Spann

Director, Little Creations
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Dr. Libby Doggett

Deputy Assistant Secretary. for Policy and Early Learning
U.S. Department of Education

400 Maryland Avenue, SW

Room 3E344

Washington, DC 20202-6200

October 10, 2014
Dear Dr. Doggett,

[ am pleased to write in support of South Carolina’s federal Preschool Development Grant expansion
application. South Carolina's public-private 4K program is a maodel for the nation and we look forward to
working with South Carolina First Steps to School Readiness to further expand prekindergarten services to
low-income children in non-school district settings.

As a proposed grant service provider, Creative Beginnings Child Development Center Inc. recognizes that
grant funds will be made available by First Steps for the purpose of expanding four-year-old kindergarten
programs meeting the federal definition of “high-quality” and to support private providers in meeting this
definition, which includes:

=  Employment of a lead teacher with at least a bachelor’s degree in early childhood education and
teaching assistants with appropriate credentials;

¢ High-quality professional development for all staff;

e A child-to-instructional staff ratio of no more than 10 to 1:

s A class size of no more than 20;

¢ A Full-Day program;

» Inclusion of children with disabilities to ensure access to and full participation in all opportunities;

s Developmentally appropriate, culturally and linguistically responsive instruction via an evidence-based
curriculum, and learning environments that arce aligned with the State Early Learning and Development
Standards; and

» Individualized accommodations and supports so that all children can access and participate fully in
learning activities.

[n submitting this letter of suppert, we affirm our program’s commitment to high quality carly education. [f
South Carolina's application is selected for federal funding we pledge to work in close collaboration with First
Steps to ensure that grant requirements are met.

Thank you for your favorable consideration of South Carolina’s application,

Elissa Woodle

Director-Creative Beginnings CDC
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Dr. Libby Doggett

Deputy Assistant Secretary. for Policy and Early Learning
U.S. Department of Education

400 Maryland Avenue, SW

Room 3E344

Washington, DC 20202-6200

October 10, 2014
Dear Dr. Doggett,

[ am pleased to write in support of South Carolina’s federal Preschool Development Grant expansion
application. South Carolina's public-private 4K program is a maodel for the nation and we look forward to
working with South Carolina First Steps to School Readiness to further expand prekindergarten services to
low-income children in non-school district settings.

As a proposed grant service provider, THE CHILDREN’S ACADEMY recognizes that grant funds will be made
available by First Steps for the purpose of expanding four-year-old kindergarten programs meeting the
federal definition of “high-quality” and to support private providers in meeting this definition, which includes:

¢ Employment of a lead teacher with at least a bachelor’s degree in early childhood education and
teaching assistants with appropriate credentials;

¢ High-quality professional development for all staff;

¢ A child-te-instructional staff ratio of no more than 10 to 1:

o A class size of no more than 20;

s A Tull-Day program;

* Inclusion of children with disabilities to ensure access to and full participation in all opportunities;

s Developmentally appropriate, culturally and linguistically responsive instruction via an evidence-based
curriculum, and lecarning covironments that arc aligned with the State Early Learning and Development
Standards; and

» Individualized accommodations and supports so that all children can access and participate fully in
learning activities.

[n submitting this letter of support, we affirm our program’s commitment to high quality early education. [f
South Carolina's application is selected for federal funding we pledge to work in close collaboration with First
Steps to ensure that grant requirements are met.

Thank you for your favorable consideration of South Carolina’s application,

YOLANDA STALEY

DIRECTOR, THE CHILDREN’S ACADEMY
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Dr. Libby Doggett

Deputy Assistant Secretary. for Policy and Early Learning
U.S. Department of Education

400 Maryland Avenue, SW

Room 3E344

Washington, DC 20202-6200

October 10, 2014
Dear Dr. Doggett,

[ am pleased to write in support of South Carolina’s federal Preschool Development Grant expansion
application. South Carolina's public-private 4K program is a maodel for the nation and we look forward to
working with South Carolina First Steps to School Readiness to further expand prekindergarten services to
low-income children in non-school district settings.

As a proposed grant service provider, Princeton South Academy recognizes that grant funds will be made
available by First Steps for the purpose of expanding four-year-old kindergarten programs meeting the
federal definition of “high-quality” and to support private providers in meeting this definition, which includes:

¢ Employment of a lead teacher with at least a bachelor’s degree in early childhood education and
teaching assistants with appropriate credentials;

¢ High-quality professional development for all staff;

¢ A child-te-instructional staff ratio of no more than 10 to 1:

o A class size of no more than 20;

s A Tull-Day program;

* Inclusion of children with disabilities to ensure access to and full participation in all opportunities;

s Developmentally appropriate, culturally and linguistically responsive instruction via an evidence-based
curriculum, and lecarning covironments that arc aligned with the State Early Learning and Development
Standards; and

» Individualized accommodations and supports so that all children can access and participate fully in
learning activities.

[n submitting this letter of support, we affirm our program’s commitment to high quality early education. [f
South Carolina's application is selected for federal funding we pledge to work in close collaboration with First
Steps to ensure that grant requirements are met.

Thank you for your favorable consideration of South Carolina’s application,

Joanne L Duncan

Director, Princeton South Academy
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Dr. Libby Doggett

Deputy Assistant Secretary for Policy and Early Learning
U.S. Department of Education

400 Maryland Avenue, SW

Room 3E344

Washington, DC 20202-6200

October 10, 2014
Dear Dr. Doggett,

[ am pleased to write in support of South Carolina’s federal Preschool Development Grant expansion
application. South Carolina's public-private 4K program is a maodel for the nation and we look forward to
working with South Carolina First Steps to School Readiness to further expand prekindergarten services to
low-income children in non-school district settings. .

As a proposed grant service provider, Kid's Konnection Learning Center recognizes that grant funds will be
made available by First Steps for the purpose of expanding four-year-old kindergarten programs meeting the
federal definition of “high-quality” and to support private providers in meeting this definition, which includes:

¢ Employment of a lead teacher with at least a bachelor’s degree in early childhood education and
teaching assistants with appropriate credentials;

¢  High-quality professional development for all staff;

¢ A child-te-instructional staff ratio of no more than 10 to 1:

o A class size of no more than 2¢;

s A Tull-Day program;

» Inclusion of children with disabilities to ensure access to and full participation in all opportunities;

s Developmentally appropriate, culturally and linguistically responsive instruction via an evidence-based
curriculum, and lecarning covironments that arc aligned with the State Early Learning and Development
Standards; and

¢ Individualized accommodations and supports so that all children can access and participate fully in
learning activities.

[n submitting this letter of support, we affirm our program’s commitment to high quality early education. [f
South Carolina's application is selected for federal funding we pledge to work in close collaboration with First
Steps to ensure that grant requirements are met.

Thank you for your favorable consideration of South Carolina’s application,
(b6}

Eric M. Favor
Owner/Operator

Kid’'s Konnection Learning Center
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Dr. Libby Doggett

Deputy Assistant Secretary. for Policy and Early Learning
U.S. Department of Education

400 Maryland Avenue, SW

Room 3E344

Washington, DC 20202-6200

October 10, 2014
Dear Dr. Doggett,

[ am pleased to write in support of South Carolina’s federal Preschool Development Grant expansion
application. South Carolina's public-private 4K program is a maodel for the nation and we look forward to
working with South Carolina First Steps to School Readiness to further expand prekindergarten services to
low-income children in non-school district settings.

As a proposed grant service provider, Belvedere Early Learning Center recognizes that grant funds will be
made available by First Steps for the purpose of expanding four-year-old kindergarten programs meeting the
federal definition of “high-quality” and to support private providers in meeting this definition, which includes:

¢ Employment of a lead teacher with at least a bachelor’s degree in early childhood education and
teaching assistants with appropriate credentials;

¢ High-quality professional development for all staff;

¢ A child-te-instructional staff ratio of no more than 10 to 1:

o A class size of no more than 20;

s A Tull-Day program;

* Inclusion of children with disabilities to ensure access to and full participation in all opportunities;

s Developmentally appropriate, culturally and linguistically responsive instruction via an evidence-based
curriculum, and lecarning covironments that arc aligned with the State Early Learning and Development
Standards; and

» Individualized accommodations and supports so that all children can access and participate fully in
learning activities.

[n submitting this letter of support, we affirm our program’s commitment to high quality early education. [f
South Carolina's application is selected for federal funding we pledge to work in close collaboration with First
Steps to ensure that grant requirements are met.

Thank you for your favorable consideration of South Carolina’s application,

Barbara Marshall
Center Director

Belvedere Early Learning Center
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Dr. Libby Doggett

Deputy Assistant Secretary. for Policy and Early Learning
U.S. Department of Education

400 Maryland Avenue, SW

Room 3E344

Washington, DC 20202-6200

October 10, 2014
Dear Dr. Doggett,

[ am pleased to write in support of South Carolina’s federal Preschool Development Grant expansion
application. South Carolina's public-private 4K program is a maodel for the nation and we look forward to
working with South Carolina First Steps to School Readiness to further expand prekindergarten services to
low-income children in non-school district settings.

As a proposed grant service provider, Small World Academy recognizes that grant funds will be made
available by First Steps for the purpose of expanding four-year-old kindergarten programs meeting the
federal definition of “high-quality” and to support private providers in meeting this definition, which includes:

s Employment of a lead tcacher with at least a bachelor’s degree in carly childhood education and
teaching assistants with appropriate credentials;
¢ High-quality professional development for all staff;

s A child-to-instructional statt ratio of no more than 10to 1;
o A class s1ze of no more than 20;
* A Full-Day program;

» Inclusion of children with disabilities to ensure access to and full participation in all opportunities;

e  Developmentally appropriate. culturally and linguistically responsive instruclion via an evidence-based
curriculum, and learning environments that are aligned with the State Early Learning and Development
Standards; and

¢ Individualized accommodations and supports so that all children can access and participate fully in
learning activities.

[n submitting this letter of suppert, we affirm our program’s commitment to high quality carly education. [f
South Carolina’s application is sclected for federal funding we pledge to work in close collaboration with First
Steps to ensure that grant requirements are met.

Thank you for your favorable consideration of South Carolina’s application,

Betty Chason: Director at Small World Academy; Jessica Atchley: 4K Lead Teacher at Small World
Academy; Katie Kelly: 4K Assistant Teacher at Small World Academy
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Dr. Libby Doggett

Deputy Assistant Secretary. for Policy and Early Learning
U.S. Department of Education

400 Maryland Avenue, SW

Room 3E344

Washington, DC 20202-6200

October 10, 2014
Dear Dr. Doggett,

[ am pleased to write in support of South Carolina’s federal Preschool Development Grant expansion
application. South Carolina's public-private 4K program is a maodel for the nation and we look forward to
working with South Carolina First Steps to School Readiness to further expand prekindergarten services to
low-income children in non-school district settings. .

As a proposed grant service provider, Stepping Stones Learning Academy recognizes that grant funds will be
made available by First Steps for the purpose of expanding four-year-old kindergarten programs meeting the
federal definition of “high-quality” and to support private providers in meeting this definition, which includes:

s Employment of a lead tcacher with at least a bachelor’s degree in carly childhood education and
teaching assistants with appropriate credentials;
¢ High-quality professional development for all staff;

o A child-to-instructional staff ratio of no more than 10 to |
o A class s1ze of no more than 20;
e A Full-Day program;

» Inclusion of children with disabilities to ensure access to and full participation in all opportunities;

s Developmentally appropriate, culturally and linguistically responsive instruction via an evidence-based
curriculum, and learning environments that are aligned with the State Early Learning and Development
Standards; and

¢ Individualized accommodations and supports so that all children can access and participate fully in
learning activities.

[n submitting this letter of suppert, we affirm our program’s commitment to high quality carly education. [f
South Carolina’s application is sclected for federal funding we pledge to work in close collaboration with First
Steps.to ensure that grant requirements are met. .

Thank you for your favorable consideration of South Carolina’s application,
Kristen Stewart
Kristen Stewart

Director /Stepping Stones Learning Academy
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Dr. Libby Doggett

Deputy Assistant Secretary for Policy and Early Learning
.S, Department of Education

400 Maryland Avenue, SW, Room 3E344

Washington, DC 20202-6200

QOctober 10, 2014
Dear Dr. Doggett:

| am writing today to show my support of South Carolina’s federal Preschool Development Grant expansion
application. The program addresses the needs of the community while helping young children become
better prepared for kindergarten. We look forward to working with South Carolina First Steps to School
Readiness in their effort to further expand prekindergarten services to children in non-school district
settings.

As a proposed grant service provider, Carolina Forest Child Development & Learning Center recognizes that
grant funds will be made available by First Steps for the purpose of expanding four-year-old kindergarten
programs meeting the federal definition of “high-quality”, and supporting private providers in meeting this
definition, which includes:

o Employment of a lead teacher with at least a bachelor’s degree in early childhood education and
teaching assistants with appropriate credentials;

o High-quality professional development for all staff;

A child-to-instructional staff ratio of no more than 10 to 1;

A class size of no more than 20;

A full-day program;

Inclusicn of children with disabilities to ensure access to and full participation in all opportunities;

Developmentally appropriate, culturally, and linguistically responsive instruction via an evidence-

based curriculum, and learning environments that are aligned with the State Early Learning and

Development Standards; and

o Individualized accommeodations and supports so that all children can access and participate fully in
learning activities.

o o o o o

In submitting this letter of support, we affirm our program’s commitment to high quality early education. If
South Carolina’s application is selected for federal funding, we pledge to continue to work in close
collaboration with First Steps to ensure grant requirements are met,

Thank you for your favorable censideration of Scuth Carolina’s application.

Respectfully,
(D)E)
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Dr. Libby Doggett

Deputy Assistant Secretary for Policy and Early Learning
U.S. Department of Education

400 Maryland Avenue, SW

Room 3E344

Washington, DC 20202-6200

October 10, 2014
Dear Dr. Doggett,

[ am pleased to write in support of South Carolina’s federal Preschool Development Grant expansion
application. South Carolina's public-private 4K program is a maodel for the nation and we look forward to
working with South Carolina First Steps to School Readiness to further expand prekindergarten services to
low-income children in non-school district settings. .

As a proposed grant service provider, The Sunshine House 134 recognizes that grant funds will be made
available by First Steps for the purpose of expanding four-year-old kindergarten programs meeting the
federal definition of “high-quality” and to support private providers in meeting this definition, which includes:

¢ Employment of a lead teacher with at least a bachelor’s degree in early childhood education and
teaching assistants with appropriate credentials;

¢  High-quality professional development for all staff;

¢ A child-te-instructional staff ratio of no more than 10 to 1:

o A class size of no more than 2¢;

s A Tull-Day program;

» Inclusion of children with disabilities to ensure access to and full participation in all opportunities;

s Developmentally appropriate, culturally and linguistically responsive instruction via an evidence-based
curriculum, and lcarning covironments that arc aligned with the State Early Learning and Development
Standards; and

¢ Individualized accommodations and supports so that all children can access and participate fully in
learning activities.

[n submitting this letter of support, we affirm our program’s commitment to high quality early education. [f
South Carolina's application is selected for federal funding we pledge to work in close collaboration with First
Steps to ensure that grant requirements are met.

Thank you for your favorable consideration of South Carolina’s application,

(0)(6)

Valeria Grant-Wright
Center Director.

The Sunshine House #134
1694 Calhoun Road

Greenwood, SC 29649
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Dr. Libby Doggett

Deputy Assistant Secretary. for Policy and Early Learning
U.S. Department of Education

400 Maryland Avenue, SW

Room 3E344

Washington, DC 20202-6200

October 10, 2014
Dear Dr. Doggett,

[ am pleased to write in support of South Carolina’s federal Preschool Development Grant expansion
application. South Carolina's public-private 4K program is a maodel for the nation and we look forward to
working with South Carolina First Steps to School Readiness to further expand prekindergarten services to
low-income children in non-school district settings.

As a proposed grant service provider, MEGA Child Development Center recognizes that grant funds will be
made available by First Steps for the purpose of expanding four-year-old kindergarten programs meeting the
federal definition of “high-quality” and to support private providers in meeting this definition, which includes:

¢ Employment of a lead teacher with at least a bachelor’s degree in early childhood education and
teaching assistants with appropriate credentials;

¢ High-quality professional development for all staff;

¢ A child-te-instructional staff ratio of no more than 10 to 1:

o A class size of no more than 2¢;

s A Tull-Day program;

» Inclusion of children with disabilities to ensure access to and full participation in all opportunities;

s Developmentally appropriate, culturally and linguistically responsive instruction via an evidence-based
curriculum, and learning environments that arce aligned with the State Early Learning and Development
Standards; and

¢ Individualized accommodations and supports so that all children can access and participate fully in
learning activities.

[n submitting this letter of support, we affirm our program’s commitment to high quality early education. [f
South Carolina's application is selected for federal funding we pledge to work in close collaboration with First
Steps to ensure that grant requirements are met.

Thank you for your favorable consideration of South Carolina’s application,
Janice Ironside M.Ed
Director,

MEGA Child Development Center.

PR/Award & 54138150027
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Little Smurf Too
1435 North Long Street
Kingstree, SC 29556

Dr. Libby Duoggett

Deputy Assistant Secretary for Policy and Earhy Feaming
U8, Depariment ot Education

400 Maryland Avenue, 5W

Room 3E334

Washinglon, BC 20202-6200

October 12, 2014
Dear Dr. Doggett,

[ am pleased to write in support of South Carolina’s federal Preschool Development Grant expansion
application. South Carclina’s public-private 4K program is a mode! for the nation and we look forward to
working with South Carolina First Steps to School Readiness to further expand prekindergarten services to
low-income children in non-school district settings.

As a praposed grant service provider, Little Smurf Toe recognizes that grant funds will be made avaitable by
First Steps for the purpose of expanding four-year-old kindergarten programs meeting the federal definition
of “high-quality” and to support private praviders in meeting this definition, which includes:

s Employment of a lead teacher with ai least a bachelor's degree in early childhood education and
teaching assistants with appropriate credentials.

» High-quality professional development for ali statt:

s A child-to-instructional staff rativ of no more than 10w |-

* A class sive ol no more than 20;

= A Full-Day program;

« Inclusion of children with disabilities to ensure access to and full participation in a1l opportunities:

s Developmentally appropriate. culturally and linguistically responsive insiruction via an evidence-based
curriculum. and leaming environments that are aligned with the State Early Learning and Development
Standards: and

» Individualized accommodations and supports so that all children can access and participate fully in
learning activities.

In submitting this letter of support, we affirm our program’s cormmitment to high quality early education. I
South Carolina’s application is selected for federal funding we pledge to work in ¢lose collaboration with First
Steps to ensure that grant requirements are met.

Thank you for your faverable consideration of South Carolina’s application,

Rosa u{ilsan,
{b)(6) i

Director, Little Smurf Too |
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o Oy, SAMPIT COMMUNITY ORGANIZATION, INC

Ny 92 SINGLETON AVENUE
2 GEORGETOWN, SC 29440
DEVEH“’MENT (843)546-0207
Y . e
W‘ZAT\O“

Dr. Libby Doggett

Deputy Assistant Secretary for Policy and Early Learning
U.S. Department of Education

400 Maryland Avenue, SW

Room 3E344

Washington, DC 20202- 6200

Qctober 10,2014
Dear Dr. Dogpett,

I am pleased to write in support of South Carolina's federal Preschool Development Grant expansion
application. South Carolina’s public-private 4K program is a model for the nation and we look forward to
working with South Carolina First Steps to School Readiness to further expand prekindergarten services to
low-income children in non-school district settings.

As a proposed grant service provider, Sampit Child Care Center recognizes that grant funds will be made
available by First Steps for the purpose of expanding four-year-old kindergarten programs meeting the
federal definition of “high-quality” and to support private providers in meeting this definition, which includes:

¢«  Employment of a lead teacher with at least a bachelor’s degree in early childhood education and
teaching assistants with appropriate credentials;

*  Hipgh-quality professional development for all staff;

»  Achild to instructional staff ratio of no more than 10to 1;

A class size of no more than 20;

A Full-Day program;

Inclusion of children with disabilitics to ensure access to and full participation in all opportunities;

Developmentally appropriate, culturally and linguistically responsive instruction via an evidence-based

curriculum, and learning environments that are aligned with the State Early Learning and Development

Standards; and

¢ Individoalized accommodations and supports so that all children can access and participate fully in
learning activitics.

In submitting this letter of support, we affirm our program’s commitment to high quality early education. If
South Carolina’s application is selected for federal funding we pledge to work in close collaboration with First
Steps Lo ensure that grant requirements are met.

{_b'E){lé)zmkmu_fauD.uLfamahlﬂ_mnsidﬂration of Sauth Carolina’s application,

Geraldine flolmes PR/Award # S419B150027
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Director, Sampit Child Care Cenfer



Dr. Libby Boggett

Deputy Assistant Secrctary for Policy and Early Learning

U.S. Department of Education

400 Marvland Avenue, SW

Room 3E344

Washington, DC 20202-6200

Dear Dr. Doggett.

I'am pleased to write in support of South Carolina’s federal Preschoo! Development Grant

cxpansion application. South Carolina’s public-private 4K program is a model for the nation and we look

forward to working with South Carolina First Steps to School Readimess to further expand

prekindergarten services to low-income children in non-school district settings.

As a proposed grant scrvice provider, Famly Affair recognized that grant funds will be made available by
First Steps for the purpose of cxpanding four-vear old kindergarten programs mecting the federal

definition of “high quality™ and to support private in mecting this definition, which includes:

Emplovment of a lead teacher with at least a bachelor’s degree in earlv childhood cducation and
tcaching assistants with appropriate credentials;

High-quality professional development for all staff:

A child-te-instructional staff ratio of no more than 10 1o 1

A class siz¢ of no morg than 20;

A Full-Dav program:

[ncluston of children with disabilitics to ensure access to and full participation in ail
opportumtics;

Devclopmentally appropriate. culturally and linguistically responsive instruction via an evidence-
based curriculum, and leaming environments that are aliencd with the State Early Learning and
Development Standards: and

Indsvidualized accommodations and supports so that all children can access and participate fully
in learning activitics.

In submitting this letter of support, we affirm our program’s commitment to high quatity carly education.

It South Carolina’s application is selected for federal runding we pledge to work in close collaboration

with First Steps to ensure that grant requirements are mai.

Thank vou for vour favorablc consideration of South Carolina’s application.

(b)(6)

Deborah Chafin !

PR/Award # 54138150027
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Dr. Libby Doggett

Deputy Assistant Secretary for Policy and Tarly 1e rning
11.5. Department of ducation

400 Maryland Avenue, SW

Room 31:344

Washington, DC 20202-6200

October 10,2014
Dear Dr. Doggett,

1 am pleased to write in suppert of South Carolir ¥'s federal Preschocl Development Grant expansion
application. Svuth Carolina's public-private 4K p ogram is a model for the nation and we look forward to
waorking with South Carolina First Steps to Schod 1 Readiness to further expand prekindergarten services to
Jow-income children in non-school district settit gs.

As a proposed grant service provider, The Bethi | Learning Centers, recognizes that grant funds will be
made available by First Steps for the purpose of :xpanding four-year-old kinderpgarten programs meeting the
federal definition of “high-quality” and to suppor - private providers in meeting this definition, which includes:

s  Employvment of a lead teacher with at cast a bachelor’s degree in early childhood cducation and
lcaching assistants with appropriate ¢ adentials:

+  High-quality professional developmer t for all staiT:

s A child-lo-iustructional staff ratio of 1 o more than 10 to |;
A class size of no more than 20:

¢ A Pull-Day program;

o Inclusion of children with disabilities o ensure access to and (ull participation in atl opportunities:

=  Doevelopmentally appropriate, cultura ly and linguistically responsive instruction via an cvidence-based
curriculuin, and fearning environment s that are aligned with the State Farly Learning and Development
Standards; and

» Individualized accommodations and s mpports so that all children cun access and participate fully in
learning activities.

In submitting this letter of support, we affirm ov - program’s commitment to high quality carly education. If
South Carelina’s application is selected for fedes il funding we pledg? to work in close collaboration with First
Steps to ensure that grant requirements are met

Thank you for your favorable consideration of 5 wuth Carolina’s application,
(b))

Child Development Director -

The Bethel Learning Centers
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The Mellon Patch

103 First Street East
Hampton, SC 29924
803.943.5055

Dr. Libby Doggeut

Deputy Assistant Secretary for Policy and Early Learning
U.S. Department of Education

400 Maryland Avenue, SW

Room 3E344

Washington, DC 20202-6200

October 10, 2014
Dear Dr. Doggett, .

[ am pleased to write in support of South Carclina’s federal Preschool Development Grant expansion application. South
Carolina's public-private 4K program is. a model for the nation and we look forward to working with South Carolina First Steps.
to School Readiness to further expand prekindergarten services to low-income children in non-school district settings.

As a proposed grant service provider, The Mellon Patch recognizes that grant funds will be made available by First Steps for
the purpose of expanding four-year-old kindergarten programs meeting the federal definition of “high-quality” and to support
private providers in meeting this definition, which includes:

¢ Employment of a lead teacher with at least a bachelor’s degree in early childhood education and teaching assistants with
appropriate credentials:

¢  High-quality professional development for all staff;

s A child-to-instructional staft ratio of no more than 10 1o 1;

* A class size of no more than 20:

s A Tull-Day program;

¢ Inclusion of children with disabilities to ensure access to and full participation in all opportunities;

e  Developmentally appropriate, culturally and linguistically responsive imstruction via an evidence-based curriculum, and
learning environments that are aligned with the State Early Learning and Development Standards; and

» Individualized accommodations and supports so that all children can access and participate fully in learning activities.

[n submitting this letter of support, we affirm our program’s commitment to high quality early education. [f South Carolina’s
application is selected for federal funding we pledge to work in close collaberation with First Steps to ensure that grant
requirements are met.

Thank you for your favorable consideration of South Carolina’s application, .

(b)(6)

Kandice S. Hewlett

Director

The Mellon Patch PR/Award # 54198150027
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Deputy Assistant Seaetary For Polley and Bty Leaming
U.S. Departmoent of Eductian

400 Maryland Avenie, SW

Roors 3E344

Washimgran, DC 20202-6200

Qrtaber 10, 2014
Cear Dr, Doggety,
T am pleased o whte In support of South Carolina’s federal Preschoal Develapment Grant exaansian
application. South Caruling's Jublc-private 4K program is & mode! far the natfon and we look forwad to
working with Sout) Cerolina First Steps to Schanl Readiness to further expand prekindergarten services tu low-
incorne chizdren in non-schanl district sctungs.
As a3 propascd grant service provider, Children’s Garden recognizes that grart funcls will be made avallable: Lry
Firsl. Steps far the purpasc of expanding fouryear-old kindergarten programs meeting the federal defnitior of
“high-guality” and to Slipport privete praviders i mesting fhis defiadtfar, which includes:
«  Emplayment of a lead teachet with 2% least a bachelor’s degre= in eary childhoad education and
teaching assistants with appropriate (redentals:
» High-quality professlonal develcpment for all steff;
s A Cild-to-instructional staff ralic of no moee than 10te 1;
» A dass 3l2e of o move than 20;
» A Full-Day program;
o InZuslon of children with disabilities o @nsure acoess 1o and full participatien in 3l epparturittes;
» Bavelopmentally appropriate, culturally and linguistically regproastvg ingtrachion via an evidenca-
biased curriculum, anc learring envirgnments that are afignad with *he Stata Earty Learning and
Deveropmont Standards; and
» Individualized accommadations and supoars so that all chlldrer: can access and participete fullv in
learring actvities.

1n submliting this letier of sepport, we affirn our prograr’s commitma2nt & high quality early education. IF
South Carciina's applcation is selected for fader' funding we pledge ta werk in duse cellaboratian with First
Steps to ensure that grant requirements are met. Qur center is NAEYC Accrodited and hag a 4year degreed
tezcher the additional fede:al funds would Folp cur cragram veny much. We currently serving chlldren that are
at 120+ of poverly.

E;?_Sr;k wau for your favareble considorgtion of South Carolina’s application,

Robin cCants
Exacutive Directar, Vital Conneddions of the Midlands, Inc.

EAhr
='§ ih_ ' 4801 Cuolonial D, Cahuubin $L 29205
S03.AR1 HAHS phtp: e vitaleonnecticnsofthemidlands. crg
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Dr. Libby Doggett

Deputy Assistant Secretary. for Policy and Early Learning
U.S. Department of Education

400 Maryland Avenue, SW

Room 3E344

Washington, DC 20202-6200

October 10, 2014
Dear Dr. Doggett,

[ am pleased to write in support of South Carolina’s federal Preschool Development Grant expansion
application. South Carolina's public-private 4K program is a model for the nation and we look forward to
working with South Carolina First Steps to School Readiness to further expand prekindergarten services to
low-income children in non-school district settings. .

As a proposed grant service provider, Archway Academy recognizes that grant funds will be made available
by First Steps for the purpose of expanding four-year-old kindergarten programs meeting the federal
definition of “high-quality” and te support private providers in meeting this definition, which includes:

»  Employment of a lead tcacher with at least a bachelor’s degree in carly childhood education and
teaching assistants with appropriate credentials;
¢ High-quality professional development for all staff;

s A child-to-instructional staff ratio of no more than 10 to |
¢ A class s1ze of no more than 20;
¢ A Full-Day program;

« Inclusion of children with disabilities to ensure access to and full participation in all opportunities;

e Developmentally appropriate, culturally and linguistically responsive instruction via an evidence-based
curriculum, and learning environments that are aligned with the State Early Learning and Development
Standards; and

» Individualized accommodations and supports so that all children can access and participate fully in
learning activities.

[n submitting this letter of suppert, we affirm our program’s commitment to high quality carly education. [f
South Carolina’s application is sclected for federal funding we pledge to work in close collaboration with First
Steps.to ensure that grant requirements are met. .

Thank you for your favorable consideration of South Carolina’s application,
Amy Engle

4K Lead Teacher
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Dr. Libby Doggett

Deputy Assistant Secretary for Policy and Early Learning
U.S. Department of Education

400 Maryland Avenue, SW

Room 3E344

Washington, DC 20202-6200

October 10, 2014
Dear Dr. Doggett,

[ am pleased to write in support of South Carolina’s federal Preschool Development Grant expansion
application. South Carolina's public-private 4K program is a model for the nation and we look forward to
working with South Carolina First Steps to School Readiness to further expand prekindergarten services to
low-income children in non-school district settings. .

As a proposed grant service provider, Benedict College Child Development Center recognizes that grant funds.
will be made available by First Steps for the purpose of expanding four-year-old kindergarten programs
meeting the federal definition of “high-quality” and to support private providers in meeting this definition,
which includes:

« Emplovment of a lead teacher with at least a bachelor’s degree in early childhood education and
teaching assistants with appropriate credentials;

¢ High-quality professional development for all staff;

s A child-to-instructional staff ratio of no more than 10 to 1;

* A class size of no more than 20;

s A Full-Day program;

« Inclusion of children with disabilities to ensure access to and full participation in all opportunities;

s Developmentally appropriate, culturally and linguistically responsive instruction via an evidence-based
curriculum, and learning covironments that arc aligned with the State Early Learning and Development
Standards; and

¢ Individualized accommodations and supports so that all children can access and participate fully in
learning activities.

[n submitting this letter of support, we affirm our program’s commitment to high quality early education. [f
South Carolina's application is selected for federal funding we pledge to work in close collaboration with First
Steps to ensure that grant requirements are met.

Thank you for your favorable consideration of South Carolina’s application, .

(b)(6)

Omari L. Dyson, Ph.D.
Executive Director of the Benedict
College Child Development Center
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Dr. Libby Doggett

Deputy Assistant Secretary for Policy and Early Learning
U.S. Department of Education

400 Maryland Avenue, SW

Room 3E344

Washington, DC 20202-6200

October 10, 2014
Dear Dr. Doggett,

[ am pleased to write in support of South Carolina’s federal Preschool Development Grant expansion
application. South Carolina's public-private 4K program is a model for the nation and we look forward to
working with South Carolina First Steps to School Readiness to further expand prekindergarten services to
low-income children in non-school district settings.

As a proposed grant service provider, Kids Count Learning Center recognizes that grant funds will be made
available by First Steps for the purpose of expanding four-year-old kindergarten programs meeting the
federal definition of “high-quality” and to support private providers in meeting this definition, which includes:

s Employment of a lead teacher with at least a bachelor’s degree in early childhood education and
teaching assistants with appropriate credentials;

¢ High-quality professional development for all staff;

s A child-te-instructional staff ratio of no more than 10 to 1:

s A class size of no more than 20;

* A Tull-Day program;

« Inclusion of children with disabilities to ensure access to and full participation in all opportunities;

e Developmentally appropriate, culturally and linguistically responsive instruction via an evidence-based
curriculum, and learning environments that are aligned with the State Early Learning and Development
Standards; and

» Individualized accommodations and supports so that all children can access and participate fully in
learning activities.

[n submitting this letter of support, we affirm our program’s commitment to high quality early education. [f
South Carolina's application is selected for federal funding we pledge to work in close collaboration with First
Steps to ensure that grant requirements are met.

Thank you for your favorable consideration of South Carolina’s application,

Tina Marie Camp

Owner/Director - Kids Count Learning Center
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Dr. Libby Doggett

Deputy Assistant Secretary for Policy and Early Learning
U.S. Department of Education

400 Maryland Avenue, SW

Room 3E344

Washington, DC 20202-6200

October 10, 2014
Dear Dr. Doggett, .

[ am pleased to write in support of South Carolina’s federal Preschoel Development Grant expansion
application. South Carclina's public-private 4K program is a modecl for the nation and we look forward to
working with South Carolina First Steps to School Readiness to further expand prekindergarten services to
low-income children in non-school district settings.

b){E
As a proposced grant service provider, (e) recognizes that grant funds will be made

available by First Steps tor the purpose of expanding four-year-old kindergarten programs meeting the

federal definition of “high-quality” and to support private providers in meeting this definition, which includes:

e Emplovment of a lead teacher with at least a bachelor’s degree in early childhood education and

teaching assistants with appropnate credentials;

High-quality professional development for all staff;

A child-to-instructional staff ratio of no more than 10 to 1;

A class size of no more than 20;

A Full-Day program;

Inclusion of children with disabilities to ensure access to and full participation in all opportunities;

Developmentally appropriate, cultvrally and linguistically responsive instruction via an evidence-based

curriculum, and learning environments that are aligned with the State Early Learning and Development

Standards: and

e Individualized accommodations and supports so that all children can access and participate fully in
learning activities.

[n submitting this letter of suppert, we affirm our program’s commitment to high quality carly education. [f
South Carolina’s application is sclected for federal funding we pledge to work in close collaboration with First
Steps to ensure that grant requirements are met.

Thank you for your favorable consideration of South Carolina’s application,
Jerome Jones

Jerome Jones

(0)(6)

Director,

PR/Award & 54138150027
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Dr. Libhy Dopgett

Dreputy Assistant Secretary [or Poliey and Barly Leaning
185, Depanmen of Lducation

00 Mary land Avenue, SW

Rty 37344

Washington, DU 20202-6200

Oclober 10, 2014
[hear Dy, Dogeett.

1 am pleased to write in supporl of South Carelina's federal Preschoal Develupment Grant expansinn
application. South Carolina’s puhlic-private 4K program is a model tor tiae nation and we loek forward ta
working with South Carolina First Steps to Schonl Readiness v Farther cxpand prekindergarien services (o
low-income ¢hildren in ton-schoot distoct setlings.

As o proposed prant secvice provider, {b)6) crupiizes that grant funds will be made
prog K 5 &

availanle by First Steps for the purpose ol BXpanting rour-year- o kndergarten programs meeting the
fuderal definition of "high-quality” and to support private providers in meeting thes definition, which includes:

«  Tmplovment of & lead reacher with at least a bachclor's degree in early childhomd vducatian and
teacking assistants with appropriole credentials:

«  Nigh-qualin professional des elopment for all swalt,

v A child-io-instructionad staff ratio of ne more than 10 to 1

v Aclass sive of noomere than 20;

« A Full-Day program:

v Inehesion of children with disabilities t ensure acvess 10 and full participation in ail opportunitics;

o Developmentally appropréate, culturaily and linguistically responsive instruction via an evidence-based
curriculum, mul learning enviranments that are abigned with the State Larly Leartiing and Development
S1andards: and

v Individualized sccommuodations and supports sa that all childrer can access and participate fully
Jeitrning activities,

in submitang thix letter of support, we affirm our program’s rammitment to high quatity carly education, |
Soath Carolina's application is selected for federal funding we pledpe ta work in dase cullaboration with First
Steps to ensure that grant reguirements are met

Thark ye for your faverahle consideration of South Carolina’s application,

(b)(6)

Mecca L. Emery

Director, {0}6)
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Gﬂmm"n”y HEAD START/EARLY HEAD START
P.O. Drawer 12817 — Florence, SC 29504-2817

-
c t’on 430 8. McCall Boulevard — Florence, SC 29506
Telephone: (843) 678-3414
PARTNERSHIP
Helping People. Changing Lives.

‘, PEE DEE PEE DEE COMMUNITY ACTION PARTNERSHIP

Fax: (843) 667-4158 REV. ROBERT B. COOF
"Dedicated to the Bevelopment of Chifdren and Famifies” CHAIRMAR HOARD OF DIRE
WALTER FLEMING
October 10, 2014 €A P EXECUTIVE DIRIC
KATHRYN S. WOC
HEATE START THECT
Dr. Libby Doggett
Deputy Assistant Secretary for Policy and Early Learning
U.5. Department of Education
400 Maryland Avenuc, SW
Room 3E344

Washington, DC 20202-6200
Dear Dr. Doggett,

I am pleased to write in support of South Carolina’s federal Preschool Development Grant expansion
application. South Carolina's public-private 4K program is a model for the nation and we look forward to
working with South Carolina First Steps to School Readiness to further expand prekindergarten services to
low-income children in non-school district settings.

As a proposed grant service provider, Thelma Brown Head Start recognizes that grant funds will be made
available by First Steps for the purpose of expanding four-year-cld kindergarten programs meeting the
federal definition of "high-quality” and to support private providers in meeting this definition, which includes:

¢  Employment of a lead teacher with at least a bachelor’s degree in carly childhood education and teaching
assistants with appropriate credentials;

High-quality professional development tor all staft;

A child-to-instructional staff ratio of no more than 10to 1;

A class size of no more than 20;

A Full-Day program;

Inclusion of children with disabilities to ensure access to and full participation in all opportunities;
Developmentally appropriate, culturally and linguistically responsive instruction via an evidence-based
curriculum, and learning environments that are aligned with the State Early Learning and Development
Standards; and

¢ Individualized accommodations and supports so that all children can access and participate fully in
learning activities.

In submitting this letter of support, we affirm our program’s commitment to high quality early education. If
South Carolina’s application is selected for federal funding we pledge to work in close collaboration with
First Steps to ensure that grant requirements are met.

Thank you for your favorable consideration of South Carolina’s application,
{b)i6)

.Kathryn S. Woods PR/Award # S419B150027
Head Start Director - Thelma Bro®AcHE4{d Start



Care-A-Lot Daycare Center
4215 Thomas Sumter Hwy
Dalzell, SC 29040

October 10, 2014

Dear Dr. Doggett,

[ am pleased to write in support of South Carolina’s federal Preschool Development Grant expansion
application. South Carolina’s public-private 4K program is a model for the nation and we look forward to
working with South Carolina First Steps to School Readiness to further cxpand prekindergarten services to low-
income children in non-school district settings.

As a proposed grant service provider, Care-A-Lot Daycare Center recognizes that grant funds will be made
available by First Steps for the purpose ol expanding four-year-old kindergarten programs meeting the federal

definition of “high-quality” and to support private providers in meeting this definition, which includes:

* Employment of a lead teacher with at least a bachelor’s degree in early childhood education and teaching
assistants with appropriate credentials;

* High-quality professional development for all staff;

* A child-to-instructional staff ratio of no more than 10 to 1;

* A class size of no more than 20;

* A Full-Day program;

* Inclusion of children with disabilities to ensure access to and full participation in all opportunities;

* Developmentally appropriate, culturally and linguistically responsive instruction via an evidence-based
curriculum, and learning environments that are aligned with the State Early Learning and Development

Standards; and

* Individualized accommodations and supports so that all children can aceess and participate fully in lcarning
activities.

In submitting this letter of support, we affirm our program’s commitment to high quality early education. If
South Carolina’s application is selected [or federal [unding we pledge 1o work in close collaboration with First
Steps to ensure that grant requirements are met.

Thank you for your favorable consideration of South Carolina’s application,

Paula Durham

R/Award # 54188150027

Dircctor/Owner-Carc-A-Lot Daycare CNICTL, 0 o198
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Dr. Libby Doggett

Deputy Assistant Secretary for Policy and Early Learning
U.S. Department of Education

400 Maryland Avenue, SW

Room 3E344

Washington, DC 20202-6200

October 10, 2014
Dear Dr. Doggett,

[ am pleased to write in support of South Carolina’s federal Preschool Development Grant expansion
application. South Carolina's public-private 4K program is a model for the nation and we look forward to
working with South Carolina First Steps to School Readiness to further expand prekindergarten services to
low-income children in non-school district settings.

b6
As a proposed grant service provider, ©e) Fecognizes that

grant funds will be made available by First Steps for the purpose of expanding four-year-old kindergarten
programs meeting the federal definition of “high-quality” and to support private providers in meeting this
definition, which includes:

s Employment of a lead teacher with at least a bachelor’s degree in early childhood education and
teaching assistants with appropriate eredentials;

¢ High-quality professional development for all staff;

s A child-to-instructional staff ratio of no more than 10 to 1;

* A class size of no more than 20:

* A Tull-Day program;

« Inclusion of children with disabilities to ensure access to and full participation in all opportunities;

¢ Developmentally appropriate. culturally and linguistically responsive instruction via an evidence-based
cwrriculum, and learning environments, that are aligned with the Stale Early Learning and Development
Standards; and

» Individualized accommodations and supports so that all children can access and participate fully in
learning activities.

[n submitting this letter of suppert, we affirm our program’s commitment to high quality carly education. [f
South Carolina's application is selected for federal funding we pledge to work in close collaboration with First
Steps to ensure that grant requirements are met.

Thank you for your favorable consideration of South Carolina’s application,

Lillian G Reid
{b)(6)

PR/Award & 54138150027
Page e2032



0 LOL DA (0L IR L0 ST S T PRD 10 BIMoys gy Fom o 1 pig 1 U wnsg ~ gime aod]

SN EGRER: TR T
Ay azed i3ied U 5200 LY USIP|IYD )18 124l ©F spaddRE PUE SLGITFAGUIIIANIE PIIHCRPIRIOUL  »
nuE STIEAURIE JUSLIE ¢t 3RsQ)
PUR FUIUIES AR AIRE AL W) 1A DAUA)E a2e 2oy s nonue S es] pUB WRAMLINT Jhseg
-IUBpIAA LB EIA UPINYS L ansuesad Bjeosind pue felrsgna tateda. dde Ajsvaindopaog e
Lo gt
R uared e Ry pUE 02 $52308 BINSER 31 SeNlIy exIp LI URdTPY3 JO UCISa) .
o d Ae a-IIT'u Voo
07 UBUI SIIW DU S ILESSMI Y e
: fLUN [ RN FIO0 DU 018 235 IBUDPPNNSU-CT-DIMI Y e
: Ly e Joy eanda@eap [owssa ot Aprenb-Lay; .
i fjenuspaas 2iaad aadde gy sleesass duipina
Jue umu&)r{pa HOUYRNIYZT AR U ZRUSap 5 I0[SLCEN B JSRE| JE L] A JPIRNT BEY B D S 0gha) .
; R AR RSt ] LV PRV EN
ﬂuuaam'm srapenoud 31EALI0 UODONS O] AUR ALRCE=F U, §7 UCC LS 745 534 397 AU 19W SueeaEaed
ua:uES'Japu" PIo-1r2k-nay Aupued D 00 AsRa Ind 210 304 51214 1504 A AR NS B o s

JEEJE ) OyYT @ UE DA 031U AN TR PRI (RIRALTET 380 apiadard A eas UeE phoodard e gy

SHIRT IS0 B s TU L URIP) Y SU1D3G ~A0] 1 SR ES

Llauie'amp-;mald prsxtea AFULINY 94 S3HUIPEIN (OTNI5 L SUS 15U 21T B0 LINGS WM SUIRION Oy
pdBAL o;11m3| M DUEB LALED 3] 10y [2E0W B §: W EerSand 3| aqeaud > pgnd 52l ey oy cuendagdide
Lln!sl.led_xa WIEID} WRUASA R [SIT2U,] [BACEE 5 BUICIRY AInGg Jo 2iadrdms uralus o fpraed wa |

! L83 an seag

PIOZ 0T 1¥3000

LOT3-70007 Q[ udidusan
FYeag WORH
oG e UESIe O

LR e RTE QAW PRIV 0 I e g |

A eat e pak dapad aop Lrelzeg uelsisvy Andag
nefec A

TOTL-b0-E08 ! w.,rp QOTI-MLI-E0] e e 0STOE G 20N by uliaisisy s

IIJUI]) JUI mdopna([ PIMYD [RIP21IR]D aoedr)

PR/Award & 54138150027
Page e233



(o Linm Josp
LACHEL AkerSERL 3T

Corchor 10, 2084
Tl T Meaggeil,

cont peensed to erne i serport of L altna's fedess. treschosd Denclepmun: Creatceparsorn
.":F'p.l'}l_':l"hﬂ S
weartoag with Lo

Lo e sne <1 dee s innan-schoc] diseect soitings.

H AN TR TULT I R

b= Varaliva’s pualic ori LK progesn i oa o] bap the —grins ene

TEtepF e Sthon] Senxdireas o fieter expactd praitnleraarten serisor o

SRV D u\'SL].;‘I{b){S) I|'l_~a_'u;;|\i.-'r_-‘ Jteieol Snntew Hhe e
ns for the puraonss cFoananding four-vear-aod bingcrearto progiems mesting ns

-

A PTG S
avzilatale oy

Tenless ) dleld ol s o e o gt e eoeven ooy o e, wiie L onstad e

SOk NG

s Fiepl oy wern nda load cacher sl abicesia pacclar s fraece ie ol cRCS oo o

quaiy framiEinn Lo lepmzas e Al sall
. LY I FT IR ENTES S TR Per - ) LR TR VI T IO R NI N

o Achnss sizr oot an more tan
LI W OFF £ FITRIES: PP T

vol el Llea witn Coaphiliies W encoe gecess noand foll paticization v al
e rliy apd i ivakly prapirel e o i

SRR e
e ma]
r!:ﬂr\.‘r.{--'lz

Standaels and
o mdimdialized svcaorimodztions ans sppens ¥ Lkl all o dren can svvess o mil p e vipete Gy 0o
. !‘.&!l-‘l'rt’. R YRS

EETH IHETH TR

South Carelinz"s applicazion is scleoizd for ledorel hexilng we pradge i veura in gloge collainunae 2l

Ol e o el e vl e el

Toank vou for wovs favorabis wursstar tion o Sned Corina'y sprlasi
_ﬁ_h‘-

s =

(b)(6)

Stacey Pieroe

Center [Mractoy

(0)(6)

PR/Award & 54138150027
Page e2034



11 kb | el
sig(ant breratety for Folicy nod Ewly Leaning
LS Deparhneal nlEducakel
A0 Mrrdwd Avinues S
Howgp 41744
Vraghgton, TkD 20202 <000

Cernber 100, 2014
T D, Dowsrll,

Tam plex<ed toverlte i sapnomtaf fouth Caroliaa’s tedoral Froschaol Devcloprment Gl espanzien
App.itelon Seuth Cocalim s publc o ivalc i propeam i3 cneod el for e samom a1d we laak funear oo
eenmdr g wld Sooue Tonling Fivst Steps oo Schon] Boadisess to fueaer caparal prosimle g b sereras In
ok or v childeso i nen suliue] Gratnigl sl

Ao prapadsd gaast e e pravider, Dream Catcber's (oodgnedes that grant iuods will b sl acalalils e
Ficstatepe tor the pucsose <l eapinndits fouc-ren ol kiolerpartan arngrams meeting he fzderal detimtien
eof T ph- qualtty™ ang e cwp st poiwade prave e e O siesremg S definte Bowbuconn oo

& Fanplvment et lerd wacber widh vl st obecbelar s Jeorss io=agly Clild e ad el pcatin and
[ETOR I NTIRTERt i P

e Hich-qualire prolessivmal Jevelupaaesd Laroall stall,

oA emle-to-mmeenanud ] e el i moee e 30 e L

LR ORI F ERLND SN NIRRT D s ]

LIRS NI (RS O N TR

ol s riigls e odenlids

v o Lol cloodrer septlpdialnillng: gns e azec3s o andd full paticipan meall opporiwilies:

o Developmenaly apaceprale, voliumally wed gt ically mespopshog insimction via an o deez-kased
careiculun, 2ned Tearnng covanricirs Jat arc glivecd with e Srate Carle Lesmoioe aod Lreveloz el
sliodurds wn,

o Indeidwheed vooammeadaiung 100 sepPUrts co Jual Al ol can acs e and panicaae Wy in
lesan tireg, wcbiv s,

Ly subnuitosg thes Jerten ab suppurt we ol our srogeam's s umgni legen ) o high gqualile saly 2duagbe: 1t
S Pa Cavnlime 2 apnliesdon 1 selacrad For federal fund Ing e o pled 2o booseorls =ochee collaoomatny wed aoFarel
Sreps tooms e that ore Dl ooy gl s ar il

(b)(6)

Lhapb g P i) Sl s gritdon b Sol ok Cacehna’s applicann,

Kilerly Sowedl

Drcam Catcher's, Educdtion D eclur

PR/Award & 54138150027
Page e2035



L. Libby Daggett

Thapty ALk Secgery For Pobiey and Ecrhy Tecrdog
L5, Depnotmaert of Bilaczlivao

0 Morvland Ao, B

Ternnn 3144

Washnston, DA ARZHILRINN

Qzenber 10, 2011
Bl L, Lrngpes 11,

lam pleased to wnit: in suppart of South Carolina’s fodera Meeschool Dove/oomert G1ans cxpansion
applleation Sauth Camlira’s putlicepeivats 11 prograencis 2 madel for M vatlon and e lonk fornard o
vearlang wilh Scuch Caroling First Steps to Schonl Feadiness w tomthor cxpand profiodirgaroen semices
lowe-lenme child=2n o rat-sehanl disoel =2 2ecthng=

. o [R)E)
A H proposcd grarl serics presiler,
arvilabla by Tlrss SEp2 ST L nrpnse e
Voderal delitdon ol “hight yLallly' 2 G Suport presie provaders o Meeliag e definiuon, which indudes:

rocuamicey that prant Tuads will be madds
W kdnderpare2an men Terns n=a g the

=l R E =

- hul'-.hl}'lf;lll ol e Desnd Lenchie s wide al Jeans Lo ygohedocs |i:_u.|a_- i L;ﬂ'l_\- el ol eslyge oy sl
reachiog dsaawrts with gppropritt: eredenrinle:

o High-zvality professional Zevelapruzinn for o)l Rieff:

« A cchilra-instmactioeal 2018 s=tia aF noomoee hen it 1

¢ Ak siev 2o e an 24

" 4 I>'||II.Ih1~'.' [:lNM ol

¢ Inolisiea of children e dizabidnes to cosere ooocss to and o0:) pachcizstica @ w) Oppormumitire;

¢ Devclopmoutaly appeaprian, cuthually and lio zoisticalty regponsres instnaesion ria an cwizoace-bascd
Lirricnbireg and learning: srvcrommenls Thal arg oo d wilh she mbale arly Learning and - developreot
Stwdwds, aod

o Individealized accorwnodations aid sypnotts so hat all childien can acecss end pemicipats fully in
|1-:Ir|'|'I'L_|t."q:I|\rIL|:'5

In submithing Hus laer af supoot, we afim aur pragrarys cowrument ra high qualice 2arly adueadcn. if
Sl Caenlina's .'|J\_|j-.i|".J s Selecbed Tor el Tl I e [_I]<;||}f)-: ety me e e laboen U wei 1 my ),
Steps to ¢nsu;s that grant requitementks are Tct

'|"|'|:i:'|h':,u'{'lu Fnr.,-nm' Taeniengle con sl b o Sy Lodeglong's o |’|||| vyl ion

(b)(6)

£ fessytia Roburds
{b)(6)

Director|

PR/Award & 54138150027
Page 2036



o Ditiee Tt

Trputs Asistagt Ses el b Fobe voand Larly Zearnioe
R T I T TN I B DR TR T

A0 P nrear ] A opus BYY

T TN 4

Worabin gper, [P TOZ0T 2 e

hetobir 10 U014
B LI b

lar sleaned toownite wnosuppn—t et Seutt Sanhinag's fececs et sl Dealnaieent o 5 oo

appheoncscuth Geroane s peble-private 4b poourans i a mo el bor the Aok 2nd we oak beeswerd e
wenrlocg vetlt SoLbr Lacedinia Fuo st Ste o s dohiend zadiness o e b sapitl pree s pnle war g peas o
Tcdrowe wleeerne ool sl s srLam s,
{b)B)

S 3 Propsscd SrEDT 5003100 praIncel e s bt orenl bupls b fuael
pratlalle 3':_‘,‘ e Avens e i g e

Llctedorgeros s proeezms- mestinz rg

P =L B AR e TGl BT S 0 Ty et BTG el e el e e fugeddoe, e ki o ikdes:

*  Beiplevmerntedalead rocobar mo pa Teaa a0 Chele s dewres e o chald b g o 2

|r‘.'~]|-|l,J I DR | ST B | yr-anane tnl.-rlu-:|-_:_

o H kel conecsatoual aovchiimeent ey oad s all

LAWY O VI VIR ey TR LR A A VR T ST Y TR Y]

= A Lo sl ol e g a#E Thae L

L] A FoibToa [reewl A

@ dndesencFobdeg weth e beliees 100w s 2w taoand Ml iz pac omonn sl aop o un e,

a  Diewclopmetldy azeroptus, avtwzl, ad Thathie sy respamea g s | s a2 et g Jeone-hu: -4

wan Nzl aend e wing wevnsener s thnome elipesd witt -he stz Exbe Lramone and Dev_cpaaza
Srarardy aed
o lucridoebized acoemmn -ai oo Uanppeele b bl her cnoirgean 138 pae ity b in

I g e

Toratsup o s we g aur earTIm e o
Ard fa
StOps T rmsues that ITTant Qo Iretnenl- e net

o =uhemiine thys | wreen il cerle e slop

ol Cerndin Caappr i e s e clerad tundiag we pledme to wark .o cloos oo sheosg dare ot Sl

P b g Lo vngr Goemible s opicd 940 oot Sovth Sarolng's applicator,.

(b)(6)

Beth v Raub

Dir ector of|{0)E)

PR/Award & 54138150027
Page e237



Dr. Libby Doggett

Deputy Assistant Secretary for Policy and Early Learning
U.S. Department of Education

400 Maryland Avenue, SW

Room 3E344

Washington, DC 20202-6200

October 10, 2014

Dear Dr. Doggett,

[ am pleased to write in support of South Carolina’s federal Preschool Development Grant expansion

application. South Carolina's public-private 4K program is a model for the nation and we look forward to
working with South Carolina First Steps to School Readiness to further expand prekindergarten services to
low-income children in non-school district settings.

As a proposed grant service provider,

() recognizes that grant funds will be

made available by First Steps for the purpose of expanding four-year-old kindergarten programs meeting the
federal definition of “high-quality” and to support private providers in meeting this definition, which includes:

Employment of a lead teacher with at least a bachelor’s degree in carly childhood education and
teaching assistants with appropriate credentials;

High-quality professional development for all staff;

A child-to-instructional staff ratio of no more than 10 to |I:

A class size of no more than 20;

A Full-Day program;

Inclusion of children with disabilities to ensure access to and full participation in all opportunities;
Developmentally appropriate, culturally and linguistically responsive instruction via an evidence-based
curriculum, and learning environments that are aligned with the State Early Learning and Development
Standards; and

Individualized accommaodations and supports so that all children can access and participate fully in
learning activities.

[n submitting this letter of suppert, we affirm our program’s commitment to high quality carly education. [f

South Carolina’s application is sclected for federal funding we pledge to work in close collaboration with First

Steps to ensure that grant requirements are met.

Thank you for your favorable consideration of South Carolina’s application,

Tina G. Blackwell

Director-
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Near Dr. Dopaett,
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« A Joli-Bay proeiain.
= Inclusina of children svith disabiltitics 10 endurc acoess Jo imd F11) participation in all opperunitics.
¢ Devclopmentally pppropriule, cwlturally and inguidizally responsive insarestisn vin an cvidence tevsed
cursiculun, and Jeamng environments 1ol are adignsd with the Sratc Fards | zarune and Davelopmem
Siandards; and
»  Indivtdnalized dtconmudatoens znd supports soohal all ¢hildren can access and partscipate Tulls in
Jearniny sctivin s,

It submijliing this letter ol suppors, we atAirm sur progran's commilment o high aqualiry vary education.
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Executive Summary

This policy brief is designed to acquaint readers with the state’s publicly-funded pre-
kindergarten offerings, their funding streams and service penetration.

Just over half (50.70%) of South Carolina’s four-year-olds received a publicly funded pre-
kindergarten experience during the 2010-2011 school year. This figure, which came at a
combined cost of at least Lo taxpayers, represents an 8.2% increase in children served
since 2004-2005 and reflects the state’s general ability to serve its free- and reduced-price
lunch population using existing resources.

Background: South Carolina’s Four-Year-Olds

South Carolina is home to an estimated 59,686 four-year-old children, just under hall of whom
(29,216 or 48.95%) qualify lor [ree- and reduced-price school lunches on the basis of family
incone.”

This policy brief is designed to acquaint readers with the state’s publicly-funded pre-
kindergarten offerings, their funding streams and service penetration.

Public Schoel Child Development Programs (4K, Non-CDEPP)

Enabled by thc Education Improvement Act of 1984, South Carolina’s Half-Day Child
Development Program was onc of the nation’s first state-funded pre-kindergarten offerings.
Regulations promulgated for the program in 2003 require cach South Carolina school district to
provide at least one half-day child development program for children with “predicted significant
readiness deficiencies.” Districts have far surpassed this minimum, enrolling 19,0044 students
during the 2010-11 school year.

It should be noted that references to the “half-day™ structure of the program are increasingly
outdated. The SC Department of Education has long permitted districts to utilize EIA funds for

' US Census Burcau 2010 population estimate provided by SC Budget and Control Board’s Office of Research and Sratistics.,

? The US Census Bureau's American Community Survey (2006-2010} estimates that 48.95% of South Carolina children under
six live in families with a combined income at or below 185%: of the federal poverty definition (which serves as the income
threshold for reduced-price school Tunches). This percentage has been applied to the four-year-old population estimate to derve
the estimated nwaber of eligible four-year-olds. Census data provided by the SC Budget and Control Board's Oflice of Research
and Statistics.

¥ State Board of Education Regulation R 43-264.1: Half-Day Child Development Programs, effective June 27, 2003, Readers
should note that cligibility for program participation i1s largely determined at the local level, with no operational definition of
“predicted sigmiificant readiness deliciencies™ included in the regulation. Proviso 1A 30 of the FY 13 General Appropriations act
attempts to address this, noting (in part) that that “EIA funds allocated for the provision of four-year-old kindergarten shall be
utilized for the provision of services o age-eligible children qualilying for free or reduced-price lunch or Medicaid." Because the
overwhelming majority of local funding comes, [rom sources other than EIA, the effectiveness of this language 1s unknown, |

* School district 2010-11 4K enrollment (non-CDEPPY provided by the SC Department of Education.
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both half- and full-day programs, with the latter increasingly popular given both the benefit of
full-day instruction and the inability of many low-income families to accommodate a two and a
halt hour school day‘S

Dedicated EIA funding for the program, distributed by formula to districts on the basis of free-
and reduced-lunch counts in kindergarten, stands currently at Though this direct
appropriation is down 279% since 2004-05, overall spending on 4K has increased substantially
over this same time - given both the General Assembly’s creation of the public-private CDEPP
pilot program (described below) and the significant discretionary investments of local districts.

Ac
of on during 2010-11 - reflecting the districts’ discretionary investment of
$48,690,154 above and beyond their dedicated EIA appropriations‘-’a

L]

ording to the Separtment ol Education, 54 non-CDEPP school districts expended a total
{b)4)

The South Carolina Child Development Education Pilot Program (CDEPP)

Developed by the SC General Assembly in response to the state’s long-standing school equity
funding lawsuit (Abbeville County School District et. al. vs. South Carolina}, the South Carolina
Child Development Education Pilot Program (CDEPP) is a secondary 4K offering available only
to eligible children residing in the lawsuit’s 37 litigant school districts.

The program, designed as a model of school choeice, utilizes a public-private delivery model in
which parents may elect to enroll their eligible child within a public school program or at an
approved private provider monitored and supported by SC First Steps. Eligible children must be
four on or before September 1, reside in a litigant district and qualify for free- or reduced-price
lunch or Medicaid.

Though the bulk of the program operates as a traditional pass-through to school districts (via the
SC Department of Education}, the inclusion of private providers is unique to the state’s CDEPP
model. Because eligibility rests with - and tuition and transportation dollars follow - the child,
families electing to enroll within private settings are afforded the opportunity to select the
provider who best meets their needs, often crossing district and county borders in the process.
First Steps monitored a network of 36 approved providers during 2010-2011, making both
announced and unannounced visits roughly twice monthly and reimbursing tuition and
transportation funds on a pro-rata basis according to the number of days enrolled.

" Current data depicting half-day vs. full-day cnrollment was not available at the time of publication. Approximarcly 54% of
children enrolled in school district prosrams were being served full-day in 2004-05.

* FY11 EIA 4K appropriation of $W remained unchanged for both FY 12 and FY' I3,

? Note (hat this figure, derived from audited financial data provided by the SC Department of Education, rellects only direct
spending coded w0 the program, without sccounting [or related infrastructure costs. A per-student cost cannot be derived from
current dara, given the combined presence of both half- and full-day enrollment data within these counts.
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{b)4)
The SC General Assembly allocated a total of § for the combined delivery 01; (;,;DEPP
during 2010-2011, with $ appropriated to the SC Department of Education and f[{ X to

First Steps. As with the EIA program above, local districts engage in significant discretionary
spending to supplement the state’s allocation — with CDEPP districts underwriting an additional
§[**) in program expenditures.

Because both the public and private CDEPP programs operate under the same guidelines {with
each providing a uniform 6.5hour day), the derivation ol a per-student cost is possible in this
case. School districts expended a total of to underwrite the enrollment of 4,714 children
al an estimated cost of § per child. First Steps expended a total of $2.57M to underwrite the
enrollment of 548 children at an estimated cost of ' |per child.”

Because CDEPP provides a dedicated funding stream [or use by litigant school districts, the SC
Department of Education now allocates EIA 4K funds exclusively to non-CDEPP districts -
which has served to ameliorate local reductions associated with the overall decline in the
program’s appropriation since 2004-2005.

Taken in combination, South Caroli*{léa){ Jr()lirecllv underwrites (via CDEPP, EIA, First Steps and
local district investments) at least § in publicly [unded pre-kindergarten, with the
overwhelming majority of service delivery (23,718 children in a combination of full- and hall-

day programs) taking place within public school classrooms. As a co-administrator of the

CDEPP program in private settings, SC First Steps served an additional 548 children during
2010-11 — for a combined public enrollment of 24,266 (40.66% of the state’s four-year-old
population).

Head Start

Launched 1n 1965 as a part of President Lyndon Johnson’s Great Society initiative, Head Start is
a federally funded program for low-income children (100% of federal poverty or below) aged
birth to five. The program’s preschool component (ages 3-5) seeks to promote the cognitive,
social and emotional development of participating children through a service model that pairs
classroom-based instruction with comprehensive health, nutrition, family support services and
parental involvement.

b)4)

Head Start operates as a direct federal-to-local funding stream, with § appropriated

to South Carolina implementing agencies (covering each of the state’s 46 counties) for the
provision of services during 2010-2011. According to the state’s May 2011 Head Start census,

¥ Note that this figure includes First Steps’ monitoring and accountability costs.
¥ Iead Start data provided by the SC Head Start Collaboration Office at the SC Department of Social Services.
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the preschool program has enrolled 13,638 children — 5,994 (or 44%) of whom are four-year-
olds. A proportionate share of the program’s overall funding suggests that taxpayers support an
additional $x{b){4) in four-year-old pre-kindergarten via Head Start — expanding service to
an additional 10.04% of the state’s overall population.

Head Start 1s overseen by the US Department of Health and Human Services Administration for
Children and Families (ACF). A federally supported Head Start Collaboration Office created to
serve as the program’s portal of contact within state government and [acilitate collaboration
among the state’s local grantees, is housed within the Departiment of Social Services™ Office of
Child Care Services.

Preschool Special Education

Under Part B of the federal Individuals with Disabilities Education Act of 2004 (IDEA),
preschool-aged children with identified disabilities and/or developmental delays may be eligible
for special education services provided through their local school districts. 3,609 (or 6%) of
South Carolina’s four-year-olds received special education services in December 2010."" These
services range from full-day preschool classes (o periodic therapies, with the majority of children
served 1n regular education placements at least 10 hours per week.

The ABC Child Care Proeram

Funded by the federal Child Care Development Fund (CCDF), the SC Department of Social
Services’ ABC Child Care Program is a statewide system designed to improve child care quality
(ABC Quality Improvement System) and increase access among low-income children (ABC
Voucher Program).

The program’s Quality Improvement System (QIS) is designed to encourage and reward child
care quality through the attainment of voluntary standards, regular on-site assessments, feedback,
technical assistance, and professional development. A total of 2,008 child care programs
(approximately 60% of regulated child care providers) currently participate, with 38%

" SC Department of Cducation, Office of Exceptional Children. December 2011 Count. Part B of the IDEA requires the South
Carolina Department of Education (SCDE) to submit to the United States Department of Education, Office of Special Education
Programs (OSEP). a certified count. taken between October |oand December |oannually, of the number of children with
disabilities receiving special education and related services through Individualized Education Programs. Children ages (hree
through five are included in this Child Count Report each year, based upon a child's age as of the data collection date. Preschool
children can begin recciving services on their third birthday, regardless of when it occurs. Thercfore, the December | Child
Count information does not reflect the total number of students who received services during any entire school year. Current data
does not allow the state™s specific investment in four-year-old services o be isolated.
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voluntarily exceeding state licensing requirements. This includes 635 centers, 79 group homes,
and 59 family homes.

The ABC Voucher Program 1s designed (o increase access to qualily care through the provision
of full- and part-time scholarships. It utilizes the QIS’ five-level quality structure as the basis for
providing tiered reimbursement to programs enrolling eligible, low-income children. 2,165 SC
four-year-olds received [ull- or part-ume ABC vouchers during FY11, with associated
expenditures of O

Summary

Just over half (50.70%)'" of South Carolina’s four-year-olds received a publicly funded pre-
kindergarten experience (via state offerings or the federal Head Start program) during the 2010-
2011 school year. This figure, which comes at a combined cost of at least $135M to taxpayers,
represents an 8.1% increase in children served since 2004-2005 and reflects the state’s general
ability to serve its free- and reduced-price lunch population (48.95%) using existing resources.

Above and beyond these figures, additional children receive subsidized four-year-old
experiences via preschool special education and/or the ABC Child Care Program.

" Data limitations prevent the derivation of an unduplicated child count across each of the four programs above. Child-level data
on 4K, CDEPP, Special Education and the ABC Child Carc program is maintained by the state, while Head Stact data is
maintained by the federal Office of Head Start (U5, Department of Health and Human Services, Administration for Children and
Families}. The child counts associated with 4K/CBEPP and Head Start (the two largest unduplicated programs) are reflected n
the aggregate figures here. Accordingly, 50.7%: is a conservative estimate of participation.
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SOUTHCAROLINA

l FIRST Publicly Funded Pre-Kindergarten
l n STEPS Programs Serving Four-Year-Olds in
South Carolina

Estimated Four-Year-Old Population in South Carolina: 59,686
Estimated Four-Year-Olds Eligible for Free- or Reduced-Lunch: 29,216 (48.95% )

Tubliv 4K in South Careling 2010-2001L/FY11) Head Start in South Carolina iMay 2011}

24066 Total enrallment fages zero-tive): 13,638

Tuwtal children served in public 4K N
Four-year-vld enrollment {44% ) 5994

Percentage of overall children served in public 4K: H)GHG

) Percentage of SC four-year-olds served by Head Start: 10,045
SC Child Development Education Pilot Program (CDEPP)

Tuotal CDEPP children served (Public/Privatck: 5.262 5C Head Start Preschool Funding in 2010-11: T
| Head Stars : S~ -, (b))
Taotal Head Start appropriafions to SC: 5
Public CDLPF enrollment: 4,714% (260 classrovms) Estimated HS spending on four-year-olds (444 3 S
Private CDEPP ewrollment: 548* (41 classrooms)
ELA and School District Funded 4K Programming Preschool Special Education in South Carolina (December 2011)"
Non-CDEPP Public 4K cnrollment: 19.004° )
Estimated 4K classrooms/sessions: 950" Number of SC four-year-olds receiving
special education services: 3625
Lstimated Public Spending on 4K in 8C: Hbid) ) )
Tora] CIYEPP Expendinires (Public/Private): o Percentage of SC tfour-vear-olds
receiving special education services: 3322
Public CDLEPP Cxpenditures k!
Public CDLPP Appropriation k!
Estimated CDEPP local tditferencey: i ABC Child Care Program (October 2010-September 2011)'*
Estimated public expendirure per child: b
. " - — Estimated number of SC four-year-olds receiving
Pr}\.‘ne L;IJF,H Expemh‘_“]_e“- i vouchers through the ABC Child Care Program: 2.165
Private CDEPP Appropriativmn: k!
Estimated private expenditure per child: k! Percentage of SC four-year-olds
eiving ABC vouchers: 3.63%
Total Non-CDXEPP 4K Expendirures: A recetving ABC vouchers >0
IE]A 4‘K aiplp r.tjr;na;man‘r : _] :i oted 10 4K: I Estimated spending on ABC vouchers targeted at
wtimated localiother funds devoted o : h four-year-olds: Sm

58 ' Funded Pre-Kinde ams for Four-Y
Type of Pre-K Programming Number of 8C Four-Year-(Olds Served Percentage of 8C Four-Year-Olds Served
Public 4K (E1A, First Steps, Title One, Local, ete) 24,266 A 6RG
Head Start (4-yr-old participation vnly) 5,094 1,045
Tatals: 30,260 50704
rated Public SPENTING devoted to P indergarten Programs for Four-Y Ids in Seuth Caroling
Program Lstimated Public Spending Devoted to Four-Year Old Programining
Puhlic 4K .‘.I{b){4) -lfmc,]ude\ all public spendine: CDEPP, EIA, Title One, Firsr Steps, othern)
Head Start Hib)d) cstimate. 4% of overall Head Strt appropriation)
Fsrimated Annual Public Spending: Jiblid)
—_—

Foatnates:
I SC RBudger and Concenl Board (01fiee of Reearch and Stacistics). US Census Bureau Population Fscimale 20000
i3 SC RBuwdger and Conoenl Baoard cOfice of Research and Staci<ics). US Census Boreau s American Communicy Survey 3-Yeor Batinures (2006-200400 soggesn thar 45.95% of 8C children omler six
are it JRAS ol poverty or below teligible Tor ftee- and redueed-price school Junches:.
i3 Combrined rofal enrellment - includes all public schoel ennellment - privace CHEPE.
4. Al public sehoe] enrllogent. speciol education and finance duta provided by the 5C Depurtient of Education. Privine COEPP enrolloeent and Jnunee dota prosided by SO First Steps to Schonl
Realiness.

kR This digrure is o combined totul cellecting both hadl-duy and Tull-day enrllognl.

. Fxater classrmmn counes are nor available sueside of CHEPR. Batinatad number of ses<iomns is haced apon <timdent el bens and omasinaome groups size of 200 Recegnize tha hali day classmons
MLy serve D sessions daily.

T This g dnclwdes wll reported cxpenditures Tromad] sources. Note thae during Y] the 3T Generul Asseinbly ditect]y appropriated {(b)4) Jor 4K prognonming. The reumining 0)4)
b combination of Tocal fumds, Title 1, First Steps, and other funds.

B Note that Privite CDLEPE expenditures abose and bevord Y] appropriation derive Jroom 1Y L carry focrward funds.

4. Given The corrent date i is mon pessible o derive o per scudent cost for nen-CTHRPP 4K o< ohis figure reflects o combination of full- and halt-day programming.

100 SO Heud Staet Codluborution CiTice. student counes derived froon 3C Head Start Census, Moy 200

I 8C Department of Bducation, Cfice of Exceprinnal Children 1 Drecersher 120001 cowne). Figore depices the ol number of fouc-vear-olds receiving aay special education service.

120 8C Deparmment of Social Services, FY 120 Boce thar sone ARC vouchers provide bedoee and after sehoed soeap snnnd ™ care for childeen comeurrent Ly enmlled inoother programs.

13, Dhta linitaeions prevent the decivation o an unduplicated child count aeeoss each of the foure prognons aboese. Child-level data on 3K CREPP. Speciul Eduewion wnd the ABC Child Care
prograny is meaintained by the <ate, while el St docd s maincined by the tederal 0fice of Howd Scan (US0 Department of Health and Husman Seevices, Adminisoetion for Childen amld
Familios). The chill cownes aasociated with JCTREPT and Head Scan ohe ow largest undoplicated programsy ae reflectad in the aggregate figures here, Aceondingly, $0795 i 0 conervative
estinniute of parlicipation. Agere gt spending datic bas alse been limited in this oanner.

Navember 13, 2012
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AMENDED--NOT PRINTED IN. THE HOUSE
Amt. No. 2 (Doc. Path 516c006.agm.abl4)
June 5, 2014

S. 516 - SC READ TO SUCCEED ACT

Introduced by Scnators Peeler, Fair, Hayes, Courson, Young,
Setzler, Malloy, Leatherman, Lourie, L. Martin, Johnson, Jackson,
Allen, Rankin, Scott and Pinckney.

S. Printed 6/4/14--H.
Read the first time April 10, 2014.

[516-1]
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A BILL

TO AMEND THE CODE OF LAWS OF SOUTH CAROLINA,
1976, SO AS TO ENACT THE “SOUTH CAROLINA READ TO
SUCCEED ACT”; BY ADDING CHAPTER 155 TO TITLE 39
SO AS TO CREATE THE SOUTH CAROLINA READ TO
SUCCEED OFFICE AND A READING PROFICIENCY PANEL
WITHIN. THE OFFICE, AND TO PROVIDE RELATED
REQUIREMENTS OF THE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION,
STATE SUPERINTENDENT OF EDUCATION, SCHOOL
DISTRICTS, COLLEGES, AND UNIVERSITIES THAT. OFFER
CERTAIN RELATED GRADUATE EDUCATION, AND

. EDUCATORS AND ADMINISTRATORS, AMONG OTHER

THINGS.
Amcnd Title To Conform

Whereas, the South Carolina General Assembly finds that national
research. has documented that students unable to comprehend
grade-level text struggle in all their courses; and

Whereas, the South Carolina General Assembly finds that while
reading typically has been assessed through standardized tests
beginning in third grade, research has found that many struggling
readers, reach. preschool or kindergarten with low oral language
skills and limited print awareness. Once in school, they and other
students fall to develop proficiency  with  rcading  and
comprehension because of inadequale nstruction and engaged
practice; and

Whereus, the South Carolina General Assembly {inds. (hal research
has also shown that students who have difficulty comprehending
texts struggle academically in their content arca courses but
seldom receive effective instructional intervention during middle

[516] ]
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and high school to improve their reading comprehension. These
arc the students lecast likely to graduate: and

Whereas, the South Carolina General Assembly finds that one
recent longitudinal study found that students reading below grade
level at the end of third grade were six times more likely to leave
school without a high school diploma; and

Whereas, the South Carolina. General Assembly finds. that reading
proficiency is a fundamental life skill vital for the educational and
economic success of our citizens and State. In accordance with the
ruling of the South. Carolina. Supreme Court that all students must
be given “an opportunity to acquire the ability to read, write, and
speak the English language”, the South Carolina General
Assembly finds that all students must be given high quality
mstruction and engage in ample time actually reading and writing
in order. to learn to read, comprehend, write, speak, listen, and use
language effectively across all content areas; and

Whereas, to guarantee that all students exhibit these abilities and
behaviors, the State of South Carolina must implement a
comprehensive and strategic approach to reading proficiency lor
students in prekindergarten through twelfth grade that begins when
each student enters the public school system and continues vntil he
or she graduates. Now, therelore,

Be it cnacted by the General Assembly of the State of South
Carolina:

SECTION 1. Title 59 of the 1976 Code 18 amended by adding:
“CHAPTER 155
South Carolina Read to Succeed Act

Section 59-155-110. There 1s established within the South
Carolina Department of Education the South Carolina Read to
Succeed Office to implement a comprehensive, systemic approach
to reading which will ensure that:

(10 classroom teachers use evidence-based reading instruction
in prekindergarten through grade twelve, to include oral language,
phonological awareness, phonics, fluency, vocabulary, and
comprehension; administer and interpret valid and reliable
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assessments; analyze data to inform reading instruction; and
provide evidence-based nterventions as needed so that all students
develop proficiency with literacy skills and comprehension;

(2) classroom teachers periodically reassess their curriculum
and instruction to determine if they are helping each student
progress. as a proficient reader and make modifications as
appropriate;

{3) each student who cannot yet comprehend grade-level text is
identified and served as early as possible and at all stages of his or
her educational process;

(4) each student receives targeted, eflective comprehension
support from the classroom teacher and, if needed, supplemental
support from a rcading interventionist so that ultimately all
students can comprehend grade-level lexts;

(5) each student and his parent or guardian is continuously
imformed in writing of:

(a) the student’s reading proficiency needs, progress, and
ability to comprehend and write grade-level texts;

(b) specific actions the classroom teacher and other reading
professionals have taken and will take to help the student
comprehend and write grade-level texts; and

(¢) specilic actions thatl the parent or guardian can take to
help the student comprehend grade-level texts by providing access
to books, assuring time for the student to read independently,
reading 1o students, and talking with the student about books;

(6) classroom teachers receive preservice and in-service
courscwork which preparces them to help all students comprehend
grade-level texts;

(7) all students develop reading and writing proficiency to
prepare them to graduate and to succeed in their carcer and
postsecondary education; and

(8) each school district publishes annually a comprehensive
rescarch-based reading plan that includes intervention options
available 10 students and funding for these services.

Section 59-155-120. As used in this chapter:

(1) ‘Boeard” means the State Board of Education.

(2) ‘Department’ means the State Department of Education,

(3) ‘Discipline specific literacy’ means the ability to read,
write, listen, and speak across various disciplines and content areas
including, but not limited to, English-langunage arts, science,
mathematics, social studies, physical education, health, the arts,
and career and technology education.
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(4) ‘Readiness assessment’ means assessments used to analyze
students’  literacy, mathematical,  physical, social, and
emotional-behavioral competencies in  prekindergarten or
kindergarten.

(5) ‘Reading interventions’ means individual or group
assistance in the classroom and supplemental support based on
curricular and instructional decisions made by classroom teachers
who have proven effectiveness in teaching reading and an add-on
literacy endorsement or reading/literacy coaches who meet the
minimum qualifications established in guidelines published by the
Department of Education.,

(6) ‘Reading portfolio” means an organized collection of
cvidence and asscssments documenting that the student has
dermonstrated mastery. of the state standards in reading equal (o at
least a level above the lowest achievement level on the state
reading asscssment.

(7 “Reading proficiency’ means the ability of students to meet
state reading standards in kindergarten through grade twelve,
demonstrated by readiness, formative, or summative asscssments.

{8) ‘Reading proficiency skills” means the ability to understand
how written language works at the word, sentence, paragraph, and
text level and mastery of the skills, strategies, and oral and written
language needed to comprehend grade-level texts.

(9} ‘Rescarch-based formative assessment’ means assessments
used within the school year to analyze strengths and weaknesses in
reading comprehension of  students  individually to  adapt
mstruction to. meet  student nceds, make decisions.  about
appropriate intervention services, and inform placement and
instructional planning for the next grade level.

(10) ‘Substantially fails to demonstrate third-grade rcading
proficiency’ means a student who does not demonstrate reading
proficiency at the end of the third grade as indicated by scoring at
the lowest achicvement level on the statewide summative reading
assessment that equates to. Not Met 1 on the Palmetto. Assessment
of State Standards (PASS).

(11) ‘Summative assessment” means state-approved assessments
administered. in grades three through eight and any statewide
assessment used in grades nine through twelve to determine
student mastery of grade-level or content standards.

{12) ‘Summer reading camp’ means an educational program
offered in the summer by each local school district or consortia of
school districts for, students who are unable 1o comprehend
grade-level texts and who qualify for mandatory retention.
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(13) *Third-grade reading proficiency’ means the ability to read
grade-level texts by the end of a student’s third grade vear as
demonstrated by the results of state-approved assessments
administered to third grade students, or through other assessments
as noted in this chapter and adopted by the board. .

(14) “Writing  proficiency skills’ means the ability to
communicate information, analysis, and persuasive points of view
etfectively in writing.

Section 59-155-130. The Read to Succeed Office must guide
and support districts and collaborate. with university teacher
training programs to. increase reading proficiency through the
following functions, including, but not limited to:.

(1) providing professional development to teachers, school
principals, and other administrative staff on reading and writing
mstruction and reading assessment that informs instruction;

(2) providing professional development to teachers, school
principals, and other administrative staff on reading and writing in
content arcas;

{3) working collaboratively with institutions of higher learning
offering courses in reading and writing and those institutions of
higher education offering accredited master’s degrees in
reading-literacy. to design coursework leading to a literacy teacher
add-on endorsement by the State;

(4) providing proflessional development in reading and
coaching for already certified reading/literacy coaches and literacy
tecachers: .

(5) developing information and resources. that school districts
can use to provide workshops for parents about how they can
support their children as readers and writers;

(6) assisting.  school districts  in the.  development and
implementation of their district reading proficiency plans for
rescarched-based reading instruction programs and assisting cach
of their schools 10 develop its own implementation plan aligned
with the district and state plans;

(7y annually designing content and questions for and review
and approve the reading proficiency plan of each district.

(8) monitor and report to the State Board of Education the
yearly success rate of summer reading camps. Districts must
provide statistical data to include the:

{a) number of students enrolled in camps;
(b) number of students by grade level who successfully
complete the camps;
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(c) number of third-graders promoted to fourth grade;

{d) number of third-graders retained; and

{e) total expenditure made on operating the camps by. source
of funds to include in-kind donations; and.

(9) provide an annual report to the General Assembly
regarding the implementation of the South Carolina Read to
Succeed Act and the State and the district’s progress toward
ensuring that at least ninety-five percent of all students are reading
at grade level.

Section 59-155-144. (A)(1) The department, with approval by
the State Board of Education, shall develop, implement, evaluate,
and continuously refine a comprchensive state plan to improve
reading achievement in public schools. The State Reading
Proficiency Plan must be approved by the board by February 1,
2015, and must mclude, but not be limited to, scctions addressing
the following components:

(a} reading process;

(b) professional development to increase teacher reading
expertise;

(c} professional development to increase reading expertise
and literacy leadership of principals and assistant principals;

{d)} reading instruction;

(e} reading assessment;

() discipline specific literacy;

(gy writing;

(h) support for struggling readers;

(i) early childhood interventions;

(j) tamily support of literacy development;

(k) dhstrict gmdance and support for reading proficicncy;

(1} state guidance and support for reading proliciency;

{m} accountability; and

(n} urgeney to improve reading proficiency.

(2) The state plan must be based on reading research and
proven-effective practices, applied to the conditions prevailing in
reading-literacy education in this State, with special emphasis on
addressing instructional and institutional deficiencies that can be
remedied through faithful implementation of research-based
practices. The plan must provide standards, format, and guidance
for districts to use to develop and annually update their plans, as
well as to present and explain the research-based rationale for
state-level actions to be laken. The plan must be updated annually
and must incorporate a state reading proficiency progress report.
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(3) The state plan must include specific details and
cxplanations for all substantial uses of state, local, and fedceral
funds promoting reading-literacy and best judgment estimates of
the cost of research-supported, thoroughly analyzed proposals for
initiation, expansion, or modification of major funding programs
addressing reading and writing, Analyses of funding requirements
must be prepared by the department for incorporation into the plan.

(B)(1) Beginning in Fiscal Year 2015-2016, each district must
prepare a comprehensive annual reading proficiency plan for
prekindergarten through twelfth grade consistent with the plan by
responding 1o questions and presenting specific information and
data in a format specified by the Read to Succeed Office. Each
district’s PK-12 reading proficiency plan must present the rationale
and details of its blueprint for action and support at the district,
school, and classroom levels. Each district shall develop a
comprchensive plan for supporting the progress of students as
readers and writers, monitoring the impact of its plan, and using
data to make improvements and to inform its plan for the
subscquent years. . The district plan piloted in school districts in
Fiscal Year 2013-2014 and revised based on the input of districts
shall be used as the initial district reading plan framework in Fiscal
Year 2014-2015 to provide interventions [or struggeling readers and
fully implemented in Fiscal Year 2015-2016 to align with the state
plan.

(2} [Each district PK-12 reading proficiency plan shall:

(a) document the reading and writing assessment and
mstruction planned for all PK-12 students and the interventions in
prekindergarten through twellth grade (0 be provided 1o all
struggling readers who are not able to comprehend grade-level
texts. Supplemental instruction shall be provided by teachers who
have a literacy teacher add-on endorsement and offlered during the
school day and, as appropriate, before or after school in book
clubs, through a summer reading camp, or both:

(by include a systern lor helping parents understand how
they can support the student as a reader at home;

{c) provide for the monitoring of reading achievement and
growth at the classroom, school, and district levels with decisions
about intervention based on all available data;

(d) ensure that students are provided with wide selections
of texts over a wide range of genres and written on a wide range of
reading levels to match the reading levels of students;

(e) provide leacher (raining in reading and writing
instruction; and
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(f) include strategically planned and developed
partnerships  with  county librarics, statc and local arts
organizations, volunteers, social service organizations, and school
media specialists to promote reading.

(3)a) The Read to Succeed Office shall develop the format
for the plan and the deadline for districts to submit their plans to
the office for its approval. A school district that does not submit a
plan or whose plan is not approved shall not receive any state
funds for reading until it submits a plan that is approved. All
district reading plans must be revicwed and approved by the Read
to Succeed Office. The office shall provide wrilten comments to
each district on its plan and to all districts on common issues raised
n prior or newly submitted district reading plans.

(b) The Read to Succeed Office shall monitor the district
and school plans and use their findings to inform the training and
support the office provides to districts and schools.

(c} The department may direct a district that is persistently
unable to prepare an acceptable PK-12 reading proficiency plan or
to help all students comprehend grade-level texts to enter nto a
multidistrict or contractual arrangement to develop an etfective
intervention plan.

(C} [Fach school must prepare an implementation plan aligned
with the district reading proficiency plan to enable the district to
monitor and support implementation at the school level. The
school plan must be a component ol the school’s stralegic plan
required by Section 59-18-1310. A school implementation plan
shall be sufficiently detailed to provide practical guidance for
classroom teachers. Proposed strategies for assessment, instruction,
and other activities specified in the school plan must be sufficient
to provide to classroom teachers and other instructional staff
helpful guidance that can be related to the critical reading and
writing needs of students in the school. In consultation with the
School Improvement Council, cach school must include in its
implementation plan the training and support that will be provided
to parents as needed to maximize their promotion of reading and
writing by students at home and in the community.

Section 59-135-150. (A) With the enactment of this chapter,
the State Superintendent of Education shall ensure that every
student  entering publically funded prekindergarten  and
kindergarten beginning in Fiscal Year 2014-2015 will be
administered a readiness assessment by the forty-fifth day of the,
school year. Initially the assessment shall focus on early language
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and literacy development. Beginning in Fiscal Year 2016-2017,
the assessment must assess cach child’s carly language and literacy
development, mathematical thinking, physical well-being, and
social-emotional development. The assessment may include
multiple assessments, all of which must be approved by the board.
The approved assessments of academic readiness must be aligned
with first and second grade standards for English language arts and
mathematics. The purpose of the assessment is to provide teachers
and parents or guardians with information to address the readiness
needs of cach student, cspecially by identifying language,
cognitive, social, emolional, health problems, and concerning
appropriate instruction for each child. The results of the
assessment  and  the  developmental intervention  strategies
recommended (o address the child’s identified needs must be
provided, in writing, to the parent or guardian. Reading
mstructional strategies and developmental activities for children
whose oral language skills are assessed to be below the norm of
their peers in the State must be aligned with the district’s reading
proficicncy plan for addressing the readiness nceds of cach
student. The results of each assessment also must be reported to
the Read to Succeed Office.

(B} Any student enrolled in prekindergarten, kindergarten, [irst
grade, second grade, or third grade who is substantially not
demonstrating proficiency in reading, based upon formal
diagnostic assessments or through teacher observations, must be
provided intensive in-class and supplemental reading intervention
mmmediately vpon determination. The ntensive interventions must
be provided as individualized and small group assistance based on
the analysis of assessment data. All sustained interventions must
be aligned with the district’s reading proficiency plan.  These
interventions must be at least thirty minutes in duration and be in
addition to ninety minutes of daily reading and writing instruction
provided to all students in kindergarten through grade three. The
district must conlinue to provide inlensive in-class intervention and
at least thirty minutes of supplemental intervention until the
student can comprehend and write text at grade-level
independently.. In addition, the parent or guardian of the student
must be notified, in writing, of the child’s inability to read
grade-level texts, the interventions to be provided, and the child’s
reading abilities at the end of the planned interventions. The results
of the initial assessments and progress monitoring also must be
provided to the Read 1o Succeed Oflice.
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(C) Programs that focus on early childhood literacy
development in the State arc required to promote:.

(1) parent training and support for parent involvement in
developing children’s literacy; and

(2) development of oral language, print awareness, and
emergent writing; and are encouraged to promote community
literacy including, but not limited to, primary health care
providers, faith-based organizations, county libraries, and service
organizations.

(D) Dnstricts that fail to provide reports on summer reading
camps pursuant o Section 59-15-130(8) are ineligible (o receive
state funding for summer reading camps for the following fiscal
year: however, districts must confinue to operate summer reading
camps as defined in this act.

Section 59-155-160. (A) Beginning with the 2017-2018 school
year, a student must be retained in the third grade if the student
fails to demonstrate reading proficiency at the end of the third
grade as indicated by scoring at the lowest achicvement level on
the state sunmative reading assessment that equates to Not Met 1
on the Palmetto Assessment of State Standards (PASS). A student
may be exempt for good cause from the mandatory retention but
shall continue to receive instructional support and services and
reading intervention appropriate for their age and reading level.
Good cause exemplions include students:

(1) with limited English proficiency and less than two years
of nstruction in English as a Second Language program;

(2} with disabilities whose individual education plan
indicates. the use of alternative assessments or altermative reading
nterventions. and students with disabilities whose  Individual
Education Plan or Section 504 plan reflects that the student has
received intensive remediation in reading for more than two years
but still does not substantially demonstrate reading proficiency;

(3} who demonstrate third-grade reading proficiency on an
alternative assessment approved by the board and which teachers
may administer following the administration of the state
assessment of reading;

(4) who have received two years of reading intervention and
were previously retained;

(3) who through a reading portfolio document, the student’s
mastery of the state standards in reading equal to at least a level
above the lowest achievement level on the state reading
assessment. Such evidence must be an organized collection of the

[516] 10

PR/Award & 54138150027
Page 232



G N0 ) N e s 1 —

—_——
Bl —

13
14
15
16
17
18

20

student’s mastery of the state English-language arts standards that
arc asscssed by the Grade three state reading asscssment.  The
Read to Succeed Office shall develop the assessment tool for the
student portfolio; however the student portfolio must meet the
following minimum criteria:

(a) be selected by the student’s English/language arts
teacher or summer reading camp instructor;

{b) be an accurate picture of the student’s ability and only
include student work that has been independently produced in the
classroom:,

(c) include evidence (hal the benchmarks assessed by the
Grade three state reading assessment have been met. Evidence is
to include multiple cholce items and passages that are
approximately. sixty. percent literary texlt and {forty. percent
information text, and that are between one hundred and seven
hundred words with an average of five hundred words. Such
evidence could include chapter or unit tests from the district or
school’s adopted core reading curriculum that are aligned with the
statc  English language arts standards or teacher-prepared
assessments;

(d) be an organized collection of evidence of the student’s
mastery. of the English/language arls state standards that are
assessed by the grade three state reading assessment. For each
benchmark there must be at least three examples of mastery as
demonstrated by a grade of seventy percenl or above; and

(e} be signed by the teacher and the principal as an
accurate assessment of the required reading skills; and

(6} who successfully participate, in a sumrer, reading camp,
at the conclusion of the third grade year and demonstrate through
cither a reading portfolio or through a norm-referenced, alternative
assessment, selected [rom a list of norm-referenced, allermnative
assessments approved by the Read to Succeed Office for nse in the
summer rcading camps, that the student’s mastery of the state
standards in reading is equal to al least a level above the lowest
level on the state reading assessment.

(B} The superintendent of the local school district must
determine whether a student in the district may be exempt from the
mandatory retention by taking all of the following steps:

(1) The teacher of a student eligible for exemption must
submit to the principal documentation on the proposed exemption
and evidence that promotion of the student is appropriate based on
the student’s academic record. This evidence must be limited to the
student’s individual education program, altemmative assessments, or
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student reading portfolio. The Read to Succeed Office must
provide districts with a standardized form to usc in the process.

(2) The principal mnst review the documentation and
determine whether the student should be promoted. If the principal
determines the student should be promoted, the principal must
submit a written recommendation for promotion to the district
superintendent for final determination.

{(3) The district superintendent’s acceptance or rejection of
the recommendation. must be in writing and a copy must be
provided to the parent or guardian of the child.

(4) A parent or legal guardian may appeal the decision 10
retain a student to the district superintendent if there is a
compelling rcason why the student should not be retained. . A
parent or legal guardian must appeal, in writing, within two weeks,
after the notification of retention. . The letter must be addressed to
the district superintendent and specify the reasons why. the student
should not be retained. The district superintendent shall render a
decision and provide copies to the parent or legal guardian and the
principal.

(C)(1) Students eligible for retention under the provisions in
Section 59-155-160(A) may enroll in a summer reading camp
provided by their school district or a summer reading camp
consortium to which their district belongs prior to being retained
the following school year. Summer reading camps must be at least
six weeks in duration with a minimurn of four days of nstruction
per week and four hours of instruction per day, or the equivalent
minimum hours of instruction in the summer. The camps must be
taught by compensated teachers who have at least an add-on
literacy endorsement or who have documented and demonstrated
substantial success 1 helping students comprchend grade level
texts. The Read to Succeed Office shall assist districts that, cannot
find qualified teachers to work in the summer camps, . Districts
may also choose to contract for the scrvices of qualified instructors
or collaborate with one or more districts to provide a sumimer
reading camp. Schools and school districts are encouraged to
partner with county or school libraries, institutions of higher
learning, community organizations, faith-based institutions,
businesses, pediatric. and family practice medical personnel, and
other groups to provide volunteers, mentors, tutors, space, or other
support to assist with the provision of the summer reading camps.
A parent or guardian of a student who does not substantially
demonsirate proficiency in comprehending texts appropriate for his
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grade level must make the final decision regarding the student’s
participation in the summer rcading camp. .

(2) A district may include in the summer reading camps
students who are not exhibiting reading proficiency at any grade
and do not meet the good cause exemption. Districts may charge
fees for these students to attend the summer reading camps based
on a sliding scale pursuant to Section 59-19-90, except where a
child is found to be reading below grade level in the first, second,
or third grade and does not meet the good cause exemption.,

(D) Retained students must be provided intensive instructional
services and support, including a minimum of ninely nunutes of
daily reading and. writing instruction, supplemental text-based
mstruction, and other strategies prescribed by the school district.
These strategies. may. include, but are not limited 1o, nstruction
directly focused on improving the student’s individual reading
proficiency skills through small group instruction, reduced
teacher-student ratios, more frequent student progress monitoring,
tutoring or mentoring, transition classes containing students in
multiple grade spans, and cxtended school day, weck, or year
reading support. The school must report to the Read to Succeed
Office on the progress of students in the class at the end of the
school year and. at other times as required by the office based on
the reading progression moenitoring requirements of these students.

(E) If the student is not demonstrating third-grade reading
proficiency by the end ol the second grading period of the third
grade:

(1)¥a) his parent or guardian timely must be notified, in
writing, that the student is being considered. for relention and a
conference with the parent or guardian must be held prior to a
determination regarding retention 18 made, and conferences must
be documented;

(by within two weeks following the parent teacher
confercnce, copics of the conference form must be provided to the
principal, parent or guardian, leacher and other school personnel
who are working with the child on literacy, and summary
statements must be sent to parents or legal guardians who do not
attend the conference;

(c) following the parent/teacher retention conference, the
principal, classroom teacher, and other school personnel who are
working with  the child on literacy must review the
recommendation for retention and provide suggestions for
supplernental instruction; and
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(d) recommendations and observations of the principal,
teacher, parent or legal guardian, and other school personnel who
are working with the child on literacy must be considered when
determining whether to retain the student.

(2) The parent or guardian may designate another person as
an education advocate also to act on their behalf to receive
notification and to assume the responsibility of promoting the
reading success of the child. The parent or guardian of a retained
student must be offered supplemental tutoring for the retained
student 1n cvidenced-based services outside the instructional day.

(F) For students in grades four and above who are substantially.
not demonstrating reading proficiency, interventions shall be
provided by rcading interventionists in the classroom and
supplementally by teachers with a literacy. teacher add-on
endorsement or reading/literacy coaches. = This supplemental
support will be provided during the school day and, as appropriate,
before or after school as documented in the district reading plan,
and may include book clubs or summer reading camps.

Section 59-155-173. (A) To help students develop and apply
their reading and writing skills across the school day in all the
academic disciplines, including, but not limited to, English-
language. arts, mathematics, science, social studies, the arts, career
and technology education, and physical and health education,
teachers of these content areas al all grade levels must [ocus on
helping students comprehend print and non-print texts authentic to
the content arca. The Read to Succeed Program is intended to
institutionalize in the public schools a comprehensive system Lo
promote high achievement in the content areas described in this
chapter through extensive reading and writing. . Rescarch-based
practices must be emploved to promole comprehension skills
through, but not limited to:

(1) wvocabulary:

(2) connolation ol words;

(3) connotations of words in context with adjoining or prior
text;

{(4) concepts from prior text;

(5) personal background knowledge;

(6) ability to interpret meaning through sentence structure
features;

(7) questioning;

(8) visualization; and

(9) discussion of text with peers.
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(B) These practices must be mastered by teachers through high
quality tramnmng and addressed through well-designed and
effectively executed assessment and instruction implemented with
fidelity to research-based instructional practices presented in the
state, district, and school reading plans.  All  teachers,
administrators, and support staff must be trained adequately in
reading comprehension in order to perform effectively their roles
enabling each student to become proficient in content area reading
and writing,

(C) During Fiscal Yecar 2014-2015, the Read to Succeed Office
shall establish a set of essential compelencies. that describe what
certified teachers at the early childhood, elementary, middle or
sccondary levels must know and be able to do so that all students
can comprehend grade-level lexts. These competencies, developed
collaboratively with the faculty of higher education institutions and
based on rescarch and national standards, must then be
incorporated into the coursework required by Section 59-155-180.
The Read to Succeed Office, in collaboration with South Carolina
Educational Television, shall provide professional development
courses to ensure. that educators have access to multiple avenues of
receiving endorsements.

Section 39-155-18(0. (A) As a student progresses through
school, reading comprehension in content areas such as science,
mathematics, social studies, English-language arts, career and
technology education, and the arts is critical to the student’s
academic success.  Therefore, to improve the academic success of
all students in pre-kindergarten through grade twelve, the State
shall strengthen its preservice and in-service teacher education
programs.

(B)(1) Beginning with students enlering a (eacher education
program. in. the tall semester of the 2016-2017 school year, all
pre-scrvice tcacher cducation programs including MAT degree
programs musl require all candidates seeking certilication at the
early childhood or elementary level to complete a twelve credit
hour sequence in literacy that includes a school-based practicum
and ensures that candidates grasp the theory, research, and
practices that support and guide the teaching of reading. The six
components of the reading process that are comprehension, oral
language, phonological awareness, phonics,  fluency, and
vocabulary will provide the focus for this sequence to ensure that
all teacher candidates are skilled in diagnosing a child’s reading
problems and are capable of providing an effective intervention..
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All teacher preparation programs must be approved for licensure
by the State Department of Education to cnsurc that all teacher
education candidates possess the knowledge and skills to assist
effectively all children in becoming proficient readers. The
General Assembly is not mandating an increase in the number of
credit hours required for teacher candidates, but is requiring that
pre-service teacher education programs prioritize their missions
and resources so all early and elementary education teachers have
the knowledge and skills to provide effective instruction in reading
and numeracy to all students.

(2) Beginning with students enlering a (eacher education
program. in. the fall semester of the 2016-2017 school year, all
pre-scrvice tcacher cducation programs, including MAT degree
programs, must require all candidates seeking certification al the
middle or secondary level to complete a six credit hour sequence in
literacy that includes a course in the foundations of literacy and a
course in content-area reading. . All middle and secondary. teacher
preparation programs must be approved by the department to
cnsurc that all tcacher candidates possess the necessary knowledge
and skills. to assist effectively all adolescents. in becoming
proficient readers. The General Assembly is not mandating an
increase in the number of semester hours required for teacher
candidates but rather is requiring that pre-service teacher education
programs prioritize their mission and resources so all middle and
secondary education teachers have the knowledge and skills 1o
provide effective instruction in reading and numeracy to all
students.

(CY 1) To ensure that practicing professionals possess the
knowledge and skills necessary to assist all children and
adolescents in becoming proficient readers, multiple pathways arc
needed for developing this capacity.

(2). A reading/literacy. coach shall be employed in each
clementary school. Reading coaches shall serve as job-cmbedded,
stable resources. for professional development throughout schools
in order to generate iImprovement in reading and literacy
instruction and student achievement. Reading coaches shall
support and provide initial and ongoing professional development
to teachers based on an analysis of student assessment and the
provision of differentiated instruction and intensive intervention.
The reading coach shall:

(a} maodel effective instructional strategies for teachers by
working weekly with students in whole, and small groups, or
individually;
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(b} facilitate study groups:

(c) train tecachers in data analysis and using data to
differentiate instruction;

(d) coaching and mentoring colleagues;

(e) work with teachers to ensure that research-based
reading programs are implemented with fidelity; and

(f) work with all teachers (including content area and
elective areas) at the school they serve, and help prioritize time for
those teachers, activities, and roles that will have the greatest
1mpact on student achievement, namely coaching and mentoring in
the classrooms;

(g) helplead and support reading leadership teams.

(3) The reading coach must not be assigned a regular
classroom teaching assignment, must not perform administrative
functions that deter from the flow of improving reading instruction
and rcading performance of students and must not devote a
significant portion of his or her time to administering or
coordinating assessments. = No later than August 1, 2014, the
department must publish guidelines that define the minimum
qualifications for a reading coach. Beginning in Fiscal Year
2014-2015, reading/literacy coaches are required to earn the
add-on certilication within six years, except as exempled in items
(4) and (3), by completing the necessary courses or professional
development as required by the department for the add-on. During
the. six-year period, 1o increase the number of qualilied reading
coaches, the Read to Succeed Office shall identity and secure
courscs and professional development opportunitics to assist
educators 1n becoming reading coaches and in earning the lileracy
add-on endorsement. In addition, the Read to Succeed Oftice will
cstablish a process through which a district may be permitted to
use slate appropriations for reading coaches 1o obtain in-school
services from department-approved consultants or vendors, in the
cvent that the school is not successful in identifying and directly
employing & qualified candidate. Districts must provide to the
Read to Succeed Office information on the name and qualifications
of reading coaches funded by the state appropriations..

(4) Beginning in Fiscal Year 2015-2016, early childhood
and elementary. education certified classroom teachers, reading
interventionists, and those special education teachers who provide
learning disability and speech services to students who need to
substantially. improve their low reading and writing proficiency
skills, are required to earn the literacy teacher add-on endorsement
within ten yvears of their most recent certification by taking at least
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two courses or six credit hours every five years, or the equivalent
professional development hours as determuned by the South
Carolina Read to Succeed Office, consistent with existing
recertification requirements.  Inservice hours earned through
professional development for the literacy teacher endorsement
must be used for renewal of teaching cerfificates in all subject
areas. The courses and professional development leading to the
endorsement must be approved by the State Board of Education
and must include foundations, assessment, content area reading
and writing, instructional stratcgies, and an ecmbedded or
stand-alone practicum. Whenever possible these courses shall be
offered at a professional development rate which is lower than the
certified teacher rate.  Early childhood and clementary education
certified classroom teachers, reading specialists, and special
education teachers who provide learning disability and speech
services to. students who need to improve substantially their
reading and writing proficiency and who already possess. their
add-on Reading Teacher certification can take a content area
reading course to obtain their Litcracy Teacher add-on
endorsement.  Individuals who possess a literacy teacher add-on
endorsement or who have earned a master’s or doctorate degree in
reading are exempt [rom this requirement.  Individuals who have
completed an intensive and prolonged professional development
program like Reading Recovery, Project Read, the South Carolina
Reading Initiative, or another similar program should submit their
transcripts the to the Office of Educator Licensure to determine if
they have completed the coursework required for the literacy
teacher add-on certilicate.

(5) Beginming in Fiscal Year 2(15-2G16, middle and
sccondary licensed classroom teachers are required to take at least
one course or three credit hours, or the equivalent professional
development hours as determined by the South Carolina Read to
Succeed Office, to improve reading nstruction within five years of
their most recent certification. The courses. and professional
development must be approved by the State Board of Education
and include courses and professional development leading to the
literacy teacher add-on endorsement. Coursework  and
professional development in reading must include a course in
reading in the content areas. Whenever possible these courses will
be offered at a professional development rate which is lower than
the certified teacher rate. Individuals who possess a literacy
teacher add-on endorsement or who have earned a master’s or
doctorate degree in reading are exempt from this requirement.
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Individuals who have completed an intensive, prolonged
professional development program like Reading Recovery, Project
Read, the South Carolina Reading Initiative, or another similar
program should submit their transcripts the to the Office of
Educator Licensure to determine if they have completed the
coursework or professional development required for the literacy
teacher add-on certificate.

(6) Beginning in Fiscal Year 2015-2016, principals and
administrators who are responsible for reading instruction or
tervention and school psychologists in a school district or school
are required to lake at least one course or three credit hours within
five years of their most recent certification, or the equivalent
professional development hours as determined by the South
Carolina Read to Succeed Office. The course or professional
development shall include information about reading process,
mstruction, asscssment, or content arca literacy and shall be
approved by the Read to Succeed Office.

(7) The Read to Succeed Office shall publish by August I,
2014, the guidelines and procedures used 1n cvaluating all courses
and professional development, including virtual courses and
professional development, leading to the literacy teacher add-on
endorsement. Annually by January [irst the Read lo Succeed
Oftice shall publish the approved courses and approved
professional development leading to the literacy teacher add-on
endorsement.

Section 59-155-190. Local school districts arc cncouraged to
creale.  family-school-community parinerships  that locus on
increasing the volume of reading, in school and at home, during
the year and at home and in the community over the summer.
Schools and districts  should partner with county libraries,
community. organizations, local arts organizations, faith-based
mstitutions, pediatric and famly practice medical personnel,
businesses, and other groups to provide volunteers, mentors, or
tutors to assist with the provision of instructional supports,
services, and books that enhance reading development and
proficiency. A district shall include specific actions taken to
accomplish the requirements of this section in its reading
proficiency plan.

Section 39-155-200. The Read to Succeed Office and each
school district must plan for and act decisively (o engage the
families of students as full participating partners in promoting the
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reading and writing habits and skills development of their children.
With support from the Rcad to Succced Office, districts and
individual schools shall provide families with information about
how children progress as readers and writers and how they can
support this progress. This family support must include providing
time. for their child to read, as well as reading to the child. To
ensure that all families have access to a considerable number and
diverse range of books appealing to their children, schools should
develop plans for enhancing home libraries and for accessing
books from county libraries and school libranes and to inform
families about their child’s abilily to comprehend grade-level texts
and how to interpret information about reading that is sent home,
The districts and schools shall help families learn about reading
and writing through open houses, South Carolina Educalional
Television, video and audic tapes, websites, and school-family
cvents and collaborations that help link the home and school of the
student. The information should enable family members to
understand the reading and writing skills required for graduation
and ecssential for success in a carcer. Each institution of higher
learning may operate a year-round program similar to a summer
reading camp to assist students not reading at grade level.
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Section 59-155-213. The board and department shall translate
the statutory requirements for reading and writing specified in this
chapter nto. standards, practices, and procedures for school
districts, boards, and their employees and for other organizations
as appropriatc. In this cffort, they shall solicit the advice of
education stakeholders who have a deep understanding of reading,
as well as school boards, administrators, and others who play key
roles in facilitating support for and implementation of cffective
reading instruction.”

SECTION 2. Title 59 of the 1976 Code 18 amended by adding:
“CHAPTER 156
Child Early Reading Development and Education Program

Section 59-156-110. There. is created the South Carolina Child
Early Reading Development and Education Program which is a
full day, four-year old kindergarten program for at-risk children
which must be made available to qualified children in all public
school districts within the State. The program must focus on:
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(1) acomprehensive, systemic approach to reading that follows
the Statc Recading Proficiecncy Plan and the district’s
comprehensive annual reading proficiency plan, both adopted
pursuant to Chapter 155, Title 59;

{2) successtully completing the readiness  assessment
administered pursuant to Section 53-135-150;

(3) the developmental and learning support that children must
have in order to be ready for school;

(4) incorporating parenting education, including educating the
parcnts as to methods that may assist the child pursuant to Scction
59-155-110, 59-155-130, and 59-155-140; and

(3) identifying community and civic organizations that can
support carly litcracy efforts.

Section 59-156-120. (A)(1) The South Carolina Child Early
Reading Development and Education Program first must be made
available to ¢ligible children from the following eight trial districts
in Abbeville County School District et al. vs. South Carolina:.
Allendale, Dillon 2, Florence 4, Hampton 2, Jasper, Lee, Marion 7,
and Orangeburg 3.

(2) With any funds remaining after funding the eight trial
districts, the program must be expanded to the remaining plaintifl
school districts in Abbeville County School District et al. vs. South
Carolina and then expanded to eligible children residing in school
districts. with a poverty index of sevenly percent or grealer..
Priority must be given to implementing the program first in those
of the plaintiff districts which participated in the pilot program
during the 2006-2007 school year, then in the plaintiff districts
having proportionally the largest population of underserved at-risk
four-year-old children.

(B) Unexpended [unds from the prior [iscal year for this
program shall be. carried forward and shall remain. in the program...
In rarc instances, students with documented kindergarten readiness
barriers, especially reading barriers, may be permitted to enroll [or
a second year, or at age five, at the discretion of the Department of
Education for students being served by a public provider or at the
discretion of the Otfice of Scuth Carolina First Steps to School
Readiness for students being served by a private provider.

39 .

40
41
42

Section 39-156-13). (A) Each child residing in the program’s
district, who has attained the age of four years on or before
September [irst of the school year and meets the at-risk crileria, is
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eligible for enrollment in the South Carolina Child Early Reading
Development and Education Program for onc year.

(B)(1) The parent of each eligible child may enroll the child in
one of the following programs:

{ay a school-year four-year-old kindergarten program
delivered by an approved public provider; or

(b} a school-year four-year-old kindergarten program
delivered by an approved private provider.

(2) The parent enrolling a child must complete and submit
an application to the approved provider of choice. The application
must be submitted on forms and must be accompanied by a copy
of the child’s hirth certificate, immunization documentation, and
documentation of the student’s cligibility as evidenced by family
income documentation showing an annual family income of one
hundred eighty-five percent or less of the federal poverty
guidelines  as  promulgated annually by the United States
Department of Health and Human Services or a statement of
Medicaid eligibility.

(3) In submitting an application for cnrollment, the parcnt
agrees to comply with provider attendance policies during the
school year. The attendance policy must state that the program
consists of six and one-half hours of instructional time. daily and
operates for a period of not less than one hundred eighty days a
year. Pursvant to program guidelines, noncompliance with
attendance poelicies may result in removal {rom the program.

{C)(1) No parent is required to pay tuition or fees solely for the
purposc of enrolling 1n or attending the program cstablished under
this. chapter. Nothing in this chapter prohibits charging fees for
childcare that may be provided outside the times of the
mstructional day provided in these programs.

(2) I by October first of the school year at least seventy-live
percent of the total number of children eligible for the Child Early
Reading Development and Education Program in a district or
county. are. projecied to be enrolled in that program, Head Start, or
ABC Child Care Program as determined by the Department of
Education and the Office of First Steps, Child Early Reading
Development and Education Program providers may then enroll
pay-lunch children who score at or below the twenty-fifth national
percentile on two of the three DIAL-3 subscales and may receive
reimbursement for these children if funds are available.

41

42
43

Section 39-156-140. (A) Public school providers, participating
in the South Carolina Child Early Reading Development and
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Education Program must submit an application to the Department
of Education. Private providers participating in the South Carolina
Child Early Reading Development and Education Program must
submit an application to the Office of First Steps. The application
must be submitted on the forms prescribed, contain assurances that
the provider meets all program criteria set forth in this section, and
will comply with all reporting and assessment requirements.

(B} Providers shall:

{1y comply with all federal and state laws and constitutional
provisions prohibiting discrimination on the basis of disability,
race, creed, color, gender, national origin, religion, anceslry, or
need for special education services;

(2) comply with all state and local health and safety laws
and codes;

. (3) comply with all state laws that apply regarding criminal
background checks for employees and cxclude from employment
any individual not permitted by state law to work with children;

(4) be accountable for meeting the educational needs of the
child and report at least quarterly to the parent or guardian on his
progress;

(5) comply with all program, reporting, and assessment
criteria required ol providers;

(6) maintain individual student records tor each child
enrolled in the program, including, but not limited to, assessment
data, health data, records ol leacher observations, and records of
parent or. guardian and teacher conferences;

(7). designate whether extended day services will be offered
to the parenls and guardians of children participating in the
program;

(8) be approved, registered, or licensed by the Department of
Social Services; and

(9) comply with all state and federal laws and requirements
specific to program providers.

(C) Providers may limil student enrollment based upon space
available, but, it enrollment exceeds available space, providers
shall enroll children with first priority given to children with the
lowest scores on  an  approved pre-kindergarten readiness
assessment, Private providers must not be required to expand their
programs to accommodate all children desiring enrollment, but are
encouraged to keep a waiting list for students they are unable to
serve because of space limitations.
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Section 59-156-150. The Department of Education, the Read to
Succeed Office, and the Office of First Steps to School Readiness
shall:

(1) develop the provider application form;

(2) develop the child enrellment application form;

(3) develop a list of approved research-based preschool
curricula for use in the program based upon the South Carolina
Content Standards, and provide training and technical assistance to
support its effective use in approved classrooms serving children;

(4} develop a list of approved pre-kindergarten readiness
assessments to be used in conjunction with the program, and
provide assessments and technical assistance to support assessment
administration in approved classrooms serving children;

(5} establish criteria for awarding new. classroom equipping
grants;

(6} establish criteria for the parenting cducation program
providers must offer;

(7% establish a list of early childhood related fields that may be
used in meeting the lead teacher qualifications;

(8) develop a list of data collection needs to be used in
implementation and evaluation of the program;

(9 identify teacher preparation program options, and, assist lead
teachers in meeting teacher program requirements;

(10) establish criteria for granting student retention waivers: and

(L1} establish criteria for graniing classroom size requirements
walvers.

Section 59-156-160. (A) Providers of the South Carolina Child
Early Reading Development and Education Program shall offer a
complete educational program in accordance with age-appropriate
instructional practice and a research-based preschool curriculum
aligned with school success. The program must focus on:

(1) a comprchensive, systemic approach to reading that
follows the State Reading Proficiency Plan and the district’s
comprehensive annual reading proficiency plan, both adopted
pursuant to Chapter 155, Title 59;

(2) successfully completing the readiness assessment
administered pursuant to Section 59-135-150;

(3) the developmental and learning support that children
must have in order to be ready for school,

(4) incorporating parenting education, including educating
the parents as 1o methods that may assist the child pursuant 1o
Section. 39-135-110, 59-155-130, and 39-33-140, including
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strengthening parent involvement in the learning process with an
cmphasis on interactive literacy; and

(5) identifying community and civic organizations that can
support early literacy efforts.

(B) Providers shall offer high-quality, center-based programs,
including, but not limited to, the following:

(1) employ a lead teacher with a two-year degree in early
childhood education or related field or be granted a waiver of this
requirement from the Department of Education for public schools
or from the Office of First Steps to School Readiness for private
cenlers;

(2) employ an education assistant with preservice or
m-service training in carly childhood cducation:;

(3) maintain classrooms with al least ten four-year-old
children, but no more than twenty four-year-old children, with an
adult to child ratio of 1:10. With classrooms having a minimum of
ten children, the 1:10 ratio must be a lead teacher to child ratio,
Waivers of the minimum class size requirement may be granted by
the South Carolina Department of Education for public providers
or by the Office of First Steps to School Readiness for private
providers on a case-by-case basis;

(4) oller a full day, center-based program with six and
one-half hours of instruction daily for one hundred eighty school
days:

(5) provide an approved research-based  preschool
curriculum that focuses on critical child development skills,
cspecially early literacy, numeracy, and social and cmotional
development;

(6) engage parents’ participation in their child’s educational
cxperience that shall include a mimmum of two documented
conlerences [or each year; and

(7) adhere to professional development requirements
outlined 1n this chapter.

Section 59-156-170. (A) Every classroom providing services
to four-year-old children established pursuant to this chapter must
have a qualified lead teacher and an education assistant as needed
to maintain an adult to child ratio of 1:10,

(B)(1) In classrooms in private centers, the lead teacher must
have at least a two-year degree in early childhood education or a
related field and who is enrolled and is demonstrating progress
towurd the completion ol a teacher educational program within
four years.
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(2) In classrooms in public schools, the lead teacher must
mect state requirements pertaining to certification.

(C) All education assistants in private centers and public
schools must have the minimum of a high school diploma or the
equivalent, and at least two years of experience working with
children under five years old. The assistant must have completed
the Early Childhood Development Credential (ECD) 101 or enroll
and complete this course within twelve months of hire. Providers
may request waivers to the ECD 101 requirement for those
assistants who have demonstrated sufficient experience in tcaching
children five years old and younger.  The providers must request
this waiver in writing to First Steps or the Department of
Education, as applicable, and provide appropriatc documentation
as 1o the qualifications ol the leaching assistant.

Scction 59-156-180. The General Assembly recognizes there is
a strong relationship between the skills and preparation of
pre-kindergarten instructors and the educational outcomes of
students. To improve these educational outcomes, participating
providers shall require all personnel providing instruction and
classroom support to students participating in the South Carolina
Child Carly Reading Development and Education Program to
participate annually in a minimum of fifteen hours of professional
development, including, teaching children from poverty..
Professional development should provide instruction in strategies
and technigues to address the age-appropriate progress of
pre-kindergarten students in developing emergent literacy. skills,
including, but not limited to, oral communication, knowledge ol
print and letters, phonemic and phonological awareness, and
vocabulary and comprehension development.

Section 59-156-190. Both public and private providers are
cligible for transportation funds for the transportation of children
o and from school. Nothing in this section prohibits providers
from contracting with another entity to provide transportation
services provided the entities adhere to the requirements of Section
36-5-195.  Providers must not be responsible for transporting
students attending programs outside the district lines. Parents
choosing program providers located outside of their resident
district shall be respounsible for transportation. . When transporting
four-year-old child development students, providers shall make
every, effort to ftransport them with students of similar ages
attending the same school. Of the amount appropriated for the

[516] 26

PR/Award & 54138150027
Page e248



[ BN B SN B R T CNRL PR B R

13

20

program, not more than one hundred eighty-five dollars for each
student may be retained by the Department of Education for the
purposes. of transporting four-year-old students. This amount
annually must be increased by the same projected rate of inflation
as determined by the Division of Research and Statistics of the
State Budget and Control Board for the Education Finance Act.

Section 59-156-2(X).. For all private providers approved to offer
services pursuant to this chapter, the Office of First Steps to
School Readiness shall:

(1) serve as the [iscal agent;

(2) verify student enrollment eligibility;

(3) recruit, review, and approve cligible providers. In
considering approval of providers, consideration must be given 1o
the provider’s availability of permanent space for program service
and whether temporary classroom space is necessary to provide
services to any children;

(4) coordinate oversight, monitoring, technical assistance,
coordination, and training for classroom providers;

(3) serve as a clearing house for information and best practices
related to four-year-old kindergarten programs;

(6) receive, review, and approve new classroom  grant
applications and make recommendations for approval based on
approved criteria;

(7) coordinate activities and promole collaboration with other
private and public providers in developing and supporting
four-year-old kindergarten programs;

(8) maintain a database ol the children enrolled in the program;
and

(9) promulgate guidelines as necessary for the implementation
of the program.

Section 59-156-210. For all public school providers approved
to. offer services pursuant (o this chapter, the Department of
Education shall:

(1) serve as the fiscal agent;

(2) wverify student enrollment eligibility;

(3) recruit, review, and approve eligible providers. In
considering approval of providers, consideration must be given to
the provider’s availability of permanent space for program service
and whether temporary classroom space is necessary to provide
services 10 any children;
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(4) coordinate oversight, monitoring, technical assistance,
coordination, and training for classroom providers;

(3) serve as a clearing house for information and best practices
related to four-year-old kindergarten programs;

(6) receive, review, and approve new classroom grant
applications and make recommendations for approval based on
approved criteria;

(7} coordinate activities. and promote. collaboration with other
private and public providers in developing and supporting
four-year-old kindergarten programs;

(8) maintain a database ol the children enrolled in the program;
and

(9) promulgate guidelines as necessary. for the implementation
of the program.

Scction 59-156-220. (A) Eligible students  cnrolling  with
private. providers during the school year must be funded on a
pro-rata basis determined by the length of their enrollment.

(B) Private providers transporting cligible children to and from
school must be eligible for a reimbursement of up. to tive hundred
fifty dollars for each eligible child transported, funded on a
pro-rata basis determined by the length of the child’s enrollment.
Providers who are reimbursed are required to retain records as
required by their fiscal agent.

(C) Providers enrolling between one and six eligible children
must be eligible to receive up to one thousand dellars for each
child 1 matcrials and equipment grant funding, with providers
enrolling seven or more such children eligible [or grants not to
exceed ten thousand dollars.

(D) Providers receiving cquipment grants arc cxpected to
participate in the program and provide high-quality, center-based
programs for a minimum of three years. A provider who fails 1o
participate. for threc years shall return a portion of the equipment
allocation at a level determined by the Department of Education
and the Office of First Steps to School Readiness. Funding to
providers is contingent upon receipt of data as requested by the
Department of Education and the Office of First Steps.

38 .
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Section 59-156-230. The Department of Social Services shall:
(1) maintain a list of all approved public and private providers;

and
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(2) provide the Department of Education and the Office of First
Steps information necessary. to carry out the requirements of this
chapter.

Section 59-156-24(). The Office of First Steps to School
Readiness is responsible for the collection and maintenance of data
on the state-funded programs provided through private providers.”

SECTION 3. This act takes effect upon approval by the Governor

and 1s subject to the availability of state funding.
- XX-
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A BILL

TO AMEND THE CODE OF LAWS OF SOUTH CAROLINA,
1976, BY ADDING SECTION 59-152-25 SO AS TO DEFINE
TERMS CONCERNING THE FIRST STEPS TO SCHOOL
READINESS INITIATIVE; BY ADDING SECTION. 59-152-32
SO AS TO PROVIDE THE FIRST STEPS BOARD OF
TRUSTEES SHALL DEVELOP A COMPREHENSIVE
LONG-RANGE INITIATIVE AND STRATEGY. FOR SCHOOL
READINESS; BY ADDING SECTION 59-152-33 8O AS TO
PROVIDE A STATEWIDE ASSESSMENT OF STUDENT
SCHOOL READINESS; BY ADDING SECTION 63-11-1725 SO

. AS TO PROVIDE FOR THLE COMPGSITION, FUNCTION,

AND DUTIES OF THE SOUTH CAROLINA EARLY
CHILDHOGD ADVISORY. COUNCIL; BY ADDING SECTION
63-11-1735 SO AS TO PROVIDE FIRST STEPS SHALL
ENSURE THE COMPLIANCE OF BABYNET WITH FEDERAL
MAINTENANCE OF EIFFORT REQUIREMENTS, AND TO
DEFINE CERTAIN TERMS; TO AMEND SECTION. 59-152-10,
RELATING TO THE ESTABLISHMENT OF FIRST STEPS, SO
AS TO REDESIGNATE COUNTY. TFIRST  STEPS
PARTNERSHIPS AS LOCAL FIRST STEPS PARTNERSHIPS;
TO AMEND SECTION 59-152-20, RELATING TO THE
PURPOSE OF FIRST STEPS, SO AS TO REDESIGNATE
COUNTY PARTNERSHIPS AS LOCAL PARTNERSHIPS: TO
AMEND SECTION 59-152-30, RELATING TO THE GOALS OF
FIRST STEPS, SO AS TO RESTATLE CERTAIN GOALS OF
STUDENT READINESS: TO AMEND. SECTION 59-152-40,
RELATING TO OVERSIGHT OF THE INITIATIVE BY THE
FIRST STEPS BOARD OFF TRUSTEES, SO AS TO REQUIRE
THE BOARD ALSO BE ACCOUNTABLE FOR THE
INITIATIVE; TGO AMEND SECTION 59-152-50, RELATING
TGO THE ESTABLISHMENT OF THE OFFICE OF FIRST
STEPS TO SCHOOCL READINESS, SO AS TO REVISE THE
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TIME FOR REQUIRED PERFORMANCE AUDITS AND TO
CORRECT AN OBSOLETE REFERENCE; TO AMEND
SECTION  59-152-60, RELATING TO FIRST STEPS
PARTNERSHIPS, SO AS TO REQUIRE A LOCAL
PARTNERSHIP IN EACH COUNTY, TO PROVIDE THAT
MEETINGS AND ELECTIONS OF A LOCAL PARTNERSHIP
ARE SUBJECT TO THE FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT
AND CERTAIN DISCLOSURE REQUIREMENTS, TO
SPECIFY AND REVISE REQUIREMENTS FOR THE
COMPOSITION OF A LOCAL PARTNERSHIP BOARD AND
TO CORRECT AN OBSOLETE REFERENCE, TO AMEND
SECTION 39-152-70, RELATING TO THE POWERS AND
DUTIES OF A LOCAL PARTNERSHIP BOARD, SO AS TO
REVISE THE REQUIREMENTS CONCERNING COUNTY
NEEDS  ASSESSMENTS, RECORD KEEPING  AND
REPORTING, TO PROVIDE STAFFING PURSUANT TO
LOCAL BYLAWS, AND TO PROVIDE MULTIPLE LOCAL
PARTNERSHIPS MAY COLLABORATE TO MAXIMIZE
EFFICIENT DELIVERY OF SERVICES AND THE
EXECUTION OF THEIR DUTIES AND POWERS; TO AMEND
SECTION 59-152-90, RELATING TO FIRST STEPS GRANTS,
SO AS TO LESTABLISH THE GRANTS AS LOCAL
PARTNERSHIP GRANTS, AND TO REVISE THE PROCESS
FOR OBTAINING A GRANT AND THE METHOD OF
ALLOCATING GRANT [UNDS; TO AMEND SECTION
39-152-100, RELATING TO USE OF FIRST STEPS GRANT
FUNDS, SO AS TO PROVIDE THE SECTION. APPLIES TO
GRANTS EXPENDED BY A FIRST STEPS PARTNERSHIP,
AND TO REVISE THE PERMISSIBLE USES OF GRANT
FUNDS; TO AMEND SECTION. 59-152-120, RELATING TO
THE USE OIF' GRANT FUNDS FOR  CAPITAL
EXPENDITURES, SO AS TO REVISE THE PURPOSE FOR
WHICH FUNDS MAY BE USED AND TO REQUIRE PRIOR
APPROVAL OIF THE BOARD OIF TRUSTELES; TO AMEND
SECTION 59-152-130, RELATING TO A MANDATORY
MATCHING OF FUNDS BY LOCAL PARTNERSHIPS, SO AS
TO REVISE THE MANDATORY AMOUNT, TGO ENCOURAGE
PRIVATE CONTRIBUTIONS TO HELP LOCAL
PARTNERSHIPS MEET THEIR MANDATORY MATCHING
REQUIREMENT, AND TGO DELETE A PROVISION
ALLOWING CERTAIN EXPENSES TO BE INCLUDED IN
DETERMINING MATCHING FUNDS;, TO AMEND SECTION
39-152-140, RELATING TO THE PERMISSIBILITY OF
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CARRY FORWARD FUNDS BY A LOCAL PARTNERSHIP,
SECTION 59-152-150, RELATING TO ACCOUNTABILITY.
SYSTEMS, AND SECTION 59-152-160, RELATING TO
PROGRESS EVALUATIONS, ALL SO AS TO DELETE
OBSOLETE TERMS; TO AMEND SECTION 63-11-1720,
RELATING TO THE FIRST STEPS BOARD OF TRUSTEES,
S0 AS TO REVISE THE COMPOSITION OF THE BOARD;
AND TO REPEAL SECTION 59-152-80 RELATING TOQ FIRST
STEPS GRANTS AND SECTION 59-152-110 RELATING TO
THE USE OF FIRST STEPS LOCAL PARTNERSHIP GRANT
[F'UNDS.

Be it cnacted by the General Assembly of the State of South
Carolina:

SECTION 1. Chapter 152, Title 59 of the 1976 Code 18 amended
by adding;:

18
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“Secction 59-152-25.  For the purposcs of this title:

{A) ‘Evidence-based program’® means a program based on a
clear and consistent program model that is designated as such by
the South Carolina First Steps o School Readiness Board of
Trustees because the program:

(1)a) is grounded in published, peer reviewed research that
1s linked to determined outcomes;

{(b) employs well trained and competent staff to whom the
program provides continual professional development that is
relevant to the specilic model being delivered;

{c} demonstrates strong linkages to other community
based services: and

(d) 1is operated to ensure prograrm Ndelity; or

(2) is commonly recognized by experts in the field as such a
program. .

(B} ‘Board of trustees’. or. ‘board” means the First Steps, School
to. Readiness Board of Trustees pursuant to Article 17, Title 63.”

(C) ‘Evidence-informed program’ means a program that does
not satisty the criteria of an evidenced-based program model but
that the South Carolina First Steps to School Readiness Board of
Trustees determines is supported by research indicating its
potential effectiveness.

(I>} ‘Partnership’ refers to a local First Steps organization
designaled as such by the South Carolina First Steps 1o School
Readiness Board of Trustees, organized under Section 301(c)(3) of
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the Internal Revenue Code as a nonprofit corporation, and formed
to further, within the coverage area, the purpose and goals of the
First Steps initiative as stated in Sections 59-152-20 and
59-152-30.

(E) ‘Preschool child” means a child from the prenatal stage to
entry into five-year-old kindergarten.

(F) ‘Prevalent program investment” means a program
administered by a partnership and funded with state grant money,
which accounts for at least ten percent of total programmatic
spending in First Steps.

(G) ‘School readiness’ means the level of child development
necessary. to ensure carly school success as measured in the
following domains: physical health and motor skills: emotional
and social competence; language and literacy development; and
mathematical thinking and cognitive skills. = School readiness is
supported by the knowledge and practices of families, caregivers,
healthcare providers, educators, and communities.”

SECTION 2. Chapter 152, Title 59 of the 1976 Code 1s amended
by adding:

“Section 59-152-32. (A) In Section 63-11-1720, the South
Carclina First Steps to School Readiness Board of Trustees may
carry out its assigned functions by developing a comprehensive
long-range initiative for improving early childhood development,
increasing school readiness and literacy, establishing results
oricnted measures and objectives, and assessing whether services
provided by First Steps Partnerships 1o children and families are
meeting the goals and achieving the results established in this
chapter. The board shall do the following to fulfill these duties
before July 1, 2015:

(1) in consultation with the State Board of Education, and
with the advice and consent of that board, adopt a description of
school readiness that includes specilic:

(a} characteristics and development levels of a ready child
that must include, but are not limited to, emerging literacy,
numeracy, and physical, social, and emotional competencies;

(b} characteristics of school, educators, and caregivers that
the board considers necessary to create an optimal learning
environment for the early years of students” lives; and

(c} characteristics of the optimal environment which
would lead to the readiness of students and their continued
SUCCESS; .
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(2) establish specific benchmarks and objectives for use by
the board of trustees, local partnership boards, and any agency that
administers a program to benefit preschool children;

(3) determine whether state and local programs and activities
are effective and contribute to achieving the goals established in
Section 59-152-30; and

(4) publish and distribute a list of approved evidence-based
and evidence-informed programs.. .

(B) The board of trustees shall review the school readiness
description, benchmarks, and objectives and adopt any revisions it
considers appropriate belore December 31, 2014, again belore
December 31, 2019, and every five years afterward.”

13

14
15

SECTION 3. Chapter 152, Title 59 of the 1976 Code 1s amended
by adding:
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“Section 59-152-33. (A) Before July 1, 2015, the South
Carolina Education Oversight Committee shall recommend an
asscssment to. cvaluate and measure the school readiness of
students prior to their entrance into a pre-kindergarten or
kindergarten program per the goals pursuant to Section 59-152-30
to the State Board of Education. Prior 1o submitting the
recommendation to the State Board, the Education Oversight
Committee shall seek input from the South Carolina First Steps to
School Readiness Board of Trustees and other early childhood
advocates. . In. making the recommendation, the South Carolina
Education Oversight Committee shall consider assessments that
are research-based, reliable, and appropriate for  measuring
readiness. The assessment chosen must evaluate each child’s early
language and literacy development, numeracy skills, physical
well-being, social and emotional development, and approaches Lo
learning, The assessment of academic readiness must be aligned
with first and sccond grade standards for English language arts and
mathematics.  The purpose of the assessment i1s o provide
teachers, administrators, and parents or guardians with information
to address the readiness needs of each student, especially by
identifying language, cognitive, social, emotional, and health
needs, and providing appropriate instruction and support for each
child. The results of the screenings and the developmental
intervention strategies. recommended to  address. the child’s
identified needs must be provided, in writing, to the parent or
guardian. Reading instructional stralegies and developmental
activities for children whose oral langnage and emergent literacy
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skills are assessed to be below the national standards must be
aligned with the district’s reading proficiency plan for addressing
the readiness needs of each student. . The school readiness
assessment adopted by the State Board of Education may not be
used to deny a student admission or progress. to kindergarten or
first grade. Every student entering the public schools for the first
time in prekindergarten and kindergarten must be administered a
readiness screening by the forty fitth day of the school year.

(B) The results of individual students in a school readiness
assessment may not be publicly reported.

(C) Following adoption of a school readiness assessment, the
State. Board of Education shall adopt a system for reporting
population-level results that provides bascline data for measuring
overall change and improvement in the skills and knowledge of
students over time. The Department of Education shall house and
monitor the system.

(I>) The South Carolina First Steps of School Readiness Board
of Trustees shall support the implementation of the school
readiness assessment and must provide professional development
to support the readiness assessment for teachers and parents of
programs. supported with First Steps funds. The board shall utilize
the annual aggregate literacy and other readiness assessment
information in establishing standards and. practices to support all

early childhood providers served by First Steps.”

SECTION 4. Article 17, Chapter L1, Title 63 of the 1976 Code is
amcnded by adding:

“Section 63-11-1725. (A) For the purposes of this article,
‘advisory council’ mcans the South Carolina Advisory Council
established by LExeculive Order Number 2010-06 in compliance
with the Improving Head Start for School Readiness Act of 2007,
42 U.S.C. Scction 9837b, ct scq.

(B} The membership ol the advisory council is exclusively
composed of the membership of the Board of Trustees of the South
Carolina First Steps to School Readiness Initiative. Each voting
and nonvoting member shall serve as a voting member of the
South Carolina Advisory Council, concurrent with his service on
the board.

{C} The advisery council is an entity distinet from the Board of
Trustees and must act accordingly to fulfill its responsibilities
under 42 U.S.C. Section 9837b(b){ 1 )}{(D}(1) ol the Improving Head
Start for School Readiness Act of 20(07. The advisory council shall
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keep separate minutes that explicitly distinguish its actions and
votes from those made when acting in the capacity. of the board of
trustees. The advisory council must officially adjourn before acting
as the board of trustees, and the board of trustees shall adjourn
before acting as the advisory council. .

(D) The State Director of First Steps shall coordinate the
activities of the advisory council. Pursuant to 42 U.S.C. Section
9837b{(b} 1 }D)(i), the advisory council shall:

(1) conduct a periodic statewide needs assessment
concerning the gquality and availability of carly childhood
education and development programs and services for children
from birth to the age of school entry, including an assessment of
the availability of high quality prekindergarten services for low
income children in the Siate;

(2) identify opportunities for, and barriers to, collaboration
and coordination among federally funded and state-funded child
development, child care, and early childhood education programs
and services, including collaboration and coordination among state
agencics responsible for administering these programs;

(3) develop recommendations for increasing the overall
participation of children in existing federal, state, and local child
care and early childhood education programs, including outreach
to underrepresented and special populations;

(4) develop recommendations regarding the establishment of
a unified data collection system for public early. childhood
education and development programs and services throughout the
Statc;

(5) develop  recommendations  regarding  slatewide
professional development and career advancement plans. for early
childhood cducators in the State:

(6) assess the capacily. and effectiveness of two-year and
four-year public and private institutions of higher education in the
state for supporting the development of carly childhood educators,
including the extent to which these institutions have in place
articulation agreements, professional development and career
advancement plans, and practice or internships for students to
spend time. in a Head Start or prekindergarten program;

(7) make recommendations for improvements in state early
learning standards and undertake efforts to develop high quality
comprehensive early learning standards, as appropriate;

(8) develop and publish, using available demographic data,
an indicalors-based measure ol school readiness at the state and
community level;
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(9) incorporate, within the periodic statewide needs
assessments required in 42 U.S.C. Secction 9837(b), any data
related to. the capacity and efforts of private sector providers, Head
Start providers, and local school districts to serve children from
birth to age five, including fiscal, enrollment, and capacity data;
and

(10} perform all other functions, as permitted under federal
and state law, to improve coordination and delivery of early
childhood education and development to children in this State.

(E) The advisory council shall designate a mecting as its annual
meeling.. All of the chiefl executive oflficers of the Stale agencies
represented. on the Early Childhood Advisory Council must attend
the annual meeting in person.. .

(F). The advisory council shall prepare an annual report ol its
activities for presentation to the Governor and General Assembly.”

SECTION. 5. Article 17, Chapter 11, Title 63 of the 1976 Code is
amended by adding:

18
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“Section 63-11-1735. (A) For the purposes of this article:

(1) ‘BabyNet' is the interagency early intervention system
that is the Part C program in South Carolina. .

. {2y 'LD.E.A” means the Individuals with  Disabilities
Education Act, 20 U.S.C. Section 1400, et seq.

{3) ‘Maintenance ol elfort’ means, the requirement ol Part C
that relevant state and local agencies maintain a specified level of
financial support for carly intervention services in compliance with
34 C.FR.303.124.

(4) ‘Part C program’ means an program of early intervention
services to infants and toddlers with disabilitics required in cach
state. by [LD.E.A. and for which South Carolina First Steps 1o
School Readiness is. designated as the lead agency to administer
the Part C program in South Carolina by Executive Order Number
2009-12 in. compliance with Subchapter V1L, Chapter 33, Tile 20,
U.S. Code Annotated relating to Head Start programs, and as
provided in Section 44-7-2520(A), which relates to definitions
concerning the South Carolina Infants and Toddlers with
Disabilities Act.

(B) First Steps shall ensure that BabyNet complies with the
maintenance of effort requirement by coordinating with all
agencies that provide early intervention services in this State to
ensure they each properly document all Part C expenditures
annually.”
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.SI:“CTION 6. Scction 59-152-10 of the 1976 Code is amended to

read:

“Section 59-152-10. There is established South Carolina First
Steps to School Readiness, a comprehensive, results-oriented
initiative for improving early childhood development by providing,
through eeunty local partnerships, public and private funds and
support for high-quality early childhood development and
cducation services for children by providing support for their
families”. efforts toward enabling their children to reach school
ready to learn succeed.”

13
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15

SECTION. 7. Section 59-152-2(} of the 1976 Code is amended to
read;

l6
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“Section 38-152-20, The purpose of the First Steps initiative is
to develop, promote, and assist efforts of agencies, private
providers, and public and private organizations and entitics, at the
state level and the community level, to collaborate and cooperate
in order to focus and intensify services, assure the most efficient
use of all available resources, and eliminate duplication of eflorts
to serve the needs of young children and their families,  First Steps
funds must not be used to supplant or replace any other funds
being spent on services. bul must be used lo expand, extend,
improve, or increase access to services or to enable a community.
to begin to offer new or previously unavailable scrvices in their
community. The South Carolina First Steps to School Readiness
Board of Trustees, Office of First Steps to School Readiness, and
the Ceunty local First Steps Partnerships shall assure—that

ehap’:er—:ﬂe—mdde—dﬁﬂl-&ble ensure that collaborations, the

existence and continued development of partnerships. and the

sharing and maximizing of resources occur so that the funding of
grants and services, as provided in this chapter. may continue.”

38 .

39
40

SECTION 8. Scction 59-152-30 of the 1976 Code is amended to
read:

41 .

42
43

“Section 39-152-30. The goals for South Carolina First Steps to
Scheol Readiness. are to:

[3428] 9

PR/Award & 54138150027
Page e261



11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19

20

21
22
23
24
25
26
27

28

29
30
31

3

33

34

35
36
37

38

39
43
41
42

(1) provide parents with access to the support they might seek
and want to strengthen their families and to promote the optimal
development of their preschool children; .

(2) increase comprehensive services so children have reduced
risk for major physical, developmental, and learning problems;

(3) promote high quality preschool programs that provide a
healthy environment that will promote normal growth and
development;

(4} provide services so all children receive the protection,
nutrition, and health care needed to thrive in the carly vears of life
50 they arrive at school ready to lessn succeed; and

(5) mobilize communities to focus efforts on providing
cnhanced services to support families and their young children so
as to enable every child to reach school healthy and ready

to learn succeed.”

SECTION 9, Section 59-152-40 of the 1976 Code is amended. to
read;

“Section 38-152-40, The South Carolina First Steps to School
Readiness Board of Trustees established in Section 63-11-1720
shall oversee and be accountable for the South Carolina First Steps
to School Readiness initiative.”

SECTION 10. Section 59-152-50 of the 1976 Code 1s amended
to read:

“Section 59-1532-50. Within Under supervision of the South
Carolina First Steps to School Readiness Board of Trustees, there
1s_created an Office of South Carclina First Steps to School
Readiness shall-be-established. The office shall:.

(1) provide to the board information on best practice,
successful strategics, model programs, and financing mechanisms;

{2) review the esunty local partnerships’ plans and budgets in
order to provide technical assistance and recommendations
regarding local grant proposals and improvement in mecting
statewide and local goals;

(3) provide technical assistance, consultation, and support
to eounty local partnerships to facilitate their success including,
but not limited. to, model programs, strategic planning, leadership
development, best practice, successful strategies, collaboration,
financing, and evaluation;
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(4} evaluate each program funded by the South Carolina First
Steps to. School Readiness Board of Trustecs on a regular cycle to
determine its effectiveness and whether it should continue to
receive funding;

(45) recommend to the board the applicants meeting the criteria
for First Steps partnerships and the grants to be awarded;.

(36) submit an annual report to the board by December first
which includes, but is not limited to, the statewide needs and
resources available to meet the goals and purposes of the First
Steps to School Readiness mitiative, a list of risk factors the office
considers to affect school readiness, | identification of areas where
client-level data is not available, an explanation of how First Steps
programs reach the most at-risk children, the ongoing progress and
results of the First Steps to School Readiness initiative statewide
and locally, fiscal information on the expenditure of funds, and
recommendations and legislative proposals to further implement
the South Carolina First Steps to School Readiness initiative
statewide; .

)

(7} provide for ongoing data collection. . Before June 30, 2015,
the board shall develop a response to the November 2014 external
evaluation of each prevalent program and the overall goals of the
Initiative, as provided in Section 59-125-16{). The office shall
contract with an cxternal cvaluator to develop a schedule for an
in-depth and independent performance audit designed to measure
the success. of each prevalent program in regard to its success in,
supporting the goals of the State. Board and thosce set forth in
Section 59-152-20 and Section 59-152-30. Results of all external
performance audits must be published in the First Steps annual
report: and

(#8) coordinate the First Steps to School Readiness initiative
with all other state, federal, and local public and private efforts to
promote good health and school readiness of voung children and
support for their families.”

SECTION. 11. Scction 59-152-60 of the 1976 Codce 1s amended
to read:

“Section 39-152-60). (A) TFhe Office—ofHirstSteps—to—-Schosl

= 4
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county. must_be represented. by a Local First Steps Partnership

Board and each local board must provide services within every
county. it represents. A local partnership board must be comprised
of individuals with resources, skills, knowledge, and. interest 1n
improving the readiness of young children for school, A list of all
local partnership. board members must be published in the
partnership’s annual report, be reported annually. to the local
legislative delegation, and be on file with the Office of First Steps.

(B) The South Carolina First Steps to School Readiness Board
of Trustees must establish bylaws tor use by each local partnership
board. These bylaws must, in addition to other requirements
provided in this section, require that a meeting or election of a
local partnership board comply. with all Freedom of Information
Act and TRS disclosure requirements.

(C) In accordance with the bylaws established by the board of
trustees, each local partnership board shall maintain s total
minimum membership of twelve and a maximum membership. of
thirty clected, appointed, and. designated individuals... Elected. and
appointed members shall comprise a voting majority of the board.

(1) No more than four from any of the following categories

may. be clected to sit on a First Steps Partnership. Board:

(a) pre-kindergarten through primary educator;

(by family education, training, and support provider;

(¢) childcare and or carly. childhood
development/education provider;

(d) healthcare provider:

(c) transportationprovider local government;

(f) nonprofit organization that provides services to
families and children; .

(gy faith community;  aad

(h} business community;
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(i) philanthropic community; and
(j) parents of preschool children. .

@

) = i B ] o : v - o .. "

neeessary—ta To assure that all arcas of the county or multicounty,
region are adequately represented and reflect the diversity. of
the eeunty coverage area, each county legislative delegation may
appoint up to four additienal members to a local partnership board.
Of these members, two are appointed by the Senate members and
two by the House of Representative members of the delegation
from persons with resources, skills, or knowledge that have
specific interests in improving the readiness of young children for
school.

{(B3)Each ol the [ollowing enlities localed wilhin a_particular
First Steps Partnership coverage area shall designate one member
to serve as a member of #s-Ceounty the local First Steps Partnership
Board:,

(a) county department of social services;

(b) county department of health and environmental
control;

(c) Head Start or early Head Start;

(d) county library; and

(e) each of the school districts in the county.

(D) In_ conjunction with the independent external program
cvaluation cstablished n Scction 59-152-160, the South Carolina
First Steps to School Readiness Board of Trustees shall conduct a
formal review of the membership categories for First Steps
Partnership. Board composition. Upon completion of the review,
the South Carolina First Steps to School Readiness Board of
Trustees shall submit to the General Assembly a statement either
verifying the continued apphicability. and appropriateness of the
composition. categories for First Steps Partnership Boards in place
at that time, or recommending any appropriate and necessary
changces.

(E) Members who miss more than three consecutive meetings
without excuse or members who resign must be replaced from the
same categories as. their predecessor.. The terms of the members of.
a Cewnty local First Steps. Partnership. Board are for swe four

3
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years; however, membership on the board may not exceed six eight
consccutive years.

(F) The chairman of a Ceunty—FEirst—Steps local partnership
board must be elected by majority vote of the board. The chairman
shall serve a one-yeur term; however, the chairman may be elected
to subsequent terms not to exceed a total of four consecutive years.

((3) Coeunty A local First Steps Partnerships Partnership board
must have policies and procedures for conducting meetings and
disclosing records comparable to those provided for in the
Freedom of Information Act. . Prior to every vote taken by the
board, members must abstain from voting it the issue being
considered would result in a conflict of interest. The abstention

¥

must be noted in the minutes of the meeting.”

SECTION 12, Section 59-152-70 of the 1976 Code is amended
to read:

“Section 59-152-70. (A) A First Steps Partnership Board shall,
among 1ts other powers and duties:

(1) adopt by-laws as established by the First Steps. to School
Readiness Board to effectuate the provisions of this chapter which
must include the creation of a periodic meeting schedule;

(2) coordinate a collaborative effort at the county
or multi-county multicounty level which will bring the community
together to identify the area needs related to the goals of First
Steps to School Readiness; develop. a strategic long-term plan. for
mecting those needs; develop specific initiatives to implement the
elements of the plan; and integrating service delivery where
possible;

(3} coordinale and oversee the implementation of the
comprehensive strategic plan including, but not limited to, direct
service provision, contracting for service provision, and
organization and management of volunteer programs:

(4) effective July 1, 2016, each partnership’s comprehensive
plan shall include the following core functions:

(a) service as a local portal connecting familics of
preschool children to community-based. services they may need or
desire to ensure the school readiness of their children;

(b) service as a community convener around the needs of
preschool children and their families; and
. (c) support of state-level school readiness priorities as
determined by the State Board.
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(45) ereate—and—annuallyrevise—a—eounty update a needs

asscssment every three years:

(36) implement fiscal policies and procedures as required by
the First Steps office and as needed to ensure fiscal accountability
of all funds appropriated to the partnership;

(67) keep accurate records of the partnership’s board
meetings, board member’s attendance. programs, and activities for
annual submission to the First Steps to School Readiness Board of
Trustees; .

(#8) collect mformation and submit an annual report by
October + first to the First Steps to School Readiness Board of
Trustees, and otherwise participate in the annual review and the
three-year cvaluation of operations and programs. Fhefirstannual
repert-must-be-submitted-Oetober12000-  Reports must include
but not be limited to:

(a) determinalion ol the current level and data pertaining
to the delivery and effectiveness of services for young children and
their families, including the numbers of preschool children and
their familics served;

(b} strategic goals for increased availability, accessibility,
quality, and efficiency of activities and services for young children
and their families which will enable children to reach school ready
to learn succeed;

(c) monitoring of progress toward strategic goals;

(d) report on implementation activities;

(e) recommendations for changes to the strategic plan
which may include new arcas of implementation;

(Y evaluation and report of program effectiveness and
client satisfaction before, during, and after the implementation of
the strategic plan, where available: and.

(g) estimation of cost savings attributable to increased
efficiency and effectiveness of delivery of services to young
children and their. families, where available. .

(B) Each CountyTFist—Steps local partnership may, in the
pelformance of 1ts duties, cmploy or acqune adﬂﬂﬂﬁtfa&v%

\tdﬂ
pursuant to thc local partnelshm bvlaws establlshed by the South
Carolina First Steps. School to. Readiness Board of Trustecs. .

Overhead costs of the—parthrerships a First Step partnership’s

operatlons may  not excecd clght percent  of  #s
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TFrustees the total state funds appropriated for partnership grants.
The. South Carolina First Steps to School Readiness Board of
Trustees shall contract with _an_independent cost accountant to
provide recommendations. as to an adequate, and. not excessive,
overhead cost rate for individual partnerships no later than July 1,
2017, Once these recomimendations are received, the First Steps to
School Readiness Board of Trustees may adjust the overhead
percentage for the local partnership.

(C) Each Seunty First Steps partnership may apply for, receive,
and cxpend federal, state, and local funds, grants, and other
funding in order to improve programs as provided in Section
59-152-25(A).

13 . (D)

OO -1 L B o —

—_—
pa—y

It

16 & To be dealgndled a County st Sleps partnership,
17 the eounty—er—mmltieounty local partnership must be a private

18 nonprofit corporation organized under Section 501(c)(3) of the

19 Intc.mal Revenue Codc Hewe%r—deﬂepmg—p&ﬂ%ewhwx,—meh

23 . (E) Multiple First Steps local partnerships may collaborate in a

24 manner they. determine will maximize the efficient and effective
25 provision of First Steps services and programs to children and their
26 families. and best enable the partnerships to. execute their duties,
27 and powcers cstablished 1n this chapter. In such a collaboration,
28  partnerships may merge or work in concert with one or more of
29 their program, administrative, or development functions or
30 cstablish multicounty partnerships. The decision to collaborate in
31 the manner permitted in this subsection rests entirely with the local
32 partnership boards of directors involved..

33 (F) As a condition of receiving state. funds, cach local
34 partmership must be subject to performance reviews by South
35 Carolina First Steps, including, but not limited to, local board
36, functioning and collaboration and compliance with state standards
37 and fiscal accountability. . Tf any  significant operational
38 deficiencies or misconduct are identified within the partnership,
39 the South Carolina First Steps Board of Trustees must identify a
40 remedy with input from the local legislative delegation.”

41

42 SECTION 13, Section 59-152-9( of the 1976 Code is amended
43 toread:
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“Section 39-152-90. (A) A local partnership’s grant may be
funded annually by the First Steps School to Readiness Board of
Trustees and must be contingent on the General Assembly’s
appropriation of tunds to use for offering erants.

(B) To obtain a grant, a Ceunty First Steps partnership e
developing—parthership must qualify by meeting the grant

requirements established pursuant to subsection (C). A First Steps

Partnership shall submit an application to the Office of First Steps
1n a format specificd by the First Steps to School Readiness Board. .
The application shall include—as—appropriate—to—thelevel-of grant
apphedfor; the level of funding requested, a description of needs
of children and familics; asscts and resources available:; and the
proposed strategies to address needs as they relate to the goals of
South Carolina First Steps to School Readiness.
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A 3 n i l.‘. ) i T l.‘ 3 ] -.‘ -

steeess Pursuant to 63-11-1730, the South Carolina First Steps to

School Readiness Board of Trustees shall establish. the eorant
qualification requirements. . The board shall develop and
promulgate erant gualification requirements in regulation pursuant
to the Administrative Procedures. Act. . These requirements. must
include, but not be limited. to. the following:

(a) adoption and adherence to bylaws promulgated by the
South. Carolina First Steps. to School Readiness Board of Trustees,
which includes, but is not linmted to, compliance with. the board
composition, attendance, voting, and disclosure requirements;

(b} utilization of the South Carolina First Steps to School
Readiness benchmarks and. objectives;

(c) implementation. of programs. and activities, which are
effective and contributing to state goals, and otherwise acceptable
pursuant to the requirements of Chapter 152, Title 59: and

(d) fulfillment of all the duties in Section 59-152-70.

(2) The South Carolina First Steps to School Readiness
Board of Trustees shall establish a formula, which includes the
identification_of the most relevant and effective factors, by which
the allocations for qualifying Partnership grants are calculated.
The board shall identify the factors, develop the funding formula,
and promulgate both in regulation. pursuant to the Administrative
Procedures. Act. The factors utilized in the funding formula, and
the weight given to each factor by the formula, must reflect that the
intent of the General Assembly is to ensure that the money
allocated to. cach local partnership 18 in proportion o the
following:

(a) population of eligible children;

(b} population of at-risk children: and

(c] population with below average income.

(3) First Steps shall include the erant gqualification
requirements and. funding formula on its websitc.  The website
information.  shall include formula  details, announcements
regarding proposed changes to. the formula, and directions for
public input.

(E) In conjunction with the independent external program
evaluation . established pursuant to. Section 59-152-160, the board
of trustees shall conduct a formal review of the grant qualification
requirements and funding process adopted pursuant to subsections
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(C) and (D} and, upon completion of the review, shall submit to
the General Assembly a statcment cither verifying the continucd
applicability and appropriateness of the grant qualification
requirements. and.  funding process. in. use at that time or
recommending any appropriate and necessary changes

(F) Funding must reflect the combined total allocations of the
coverage area of a multicounty. partnership.”.

SECTION. 14. Section 59-152-100 of the 1976 Code is amended
to read:

“Section 59-152-100, (A) Grant funds expended by First Steps
partnerships must be usced to address the needs of young children
and their families as identified in the partnerships’ comprehensive
plans. . The funds must be used. to expand, extend, or improve the
quality of provided services if there is cvidence as to cxisting
programs’  effectiveness; offer new or previously unavailable
services in. the area; or increase access to. services, . Partnership
erant funds may not supplant comparable currcnt expenditurcs by
counties or state agencies on behalt of young children and their
families, and may. not be used. where other state or federal funding
sources are available.  Partnerships are expected to collaborate
with other community organizations or entities expending funds on
early. childhood services designed to impact school readiness in
order to maximize impact and minimize duplication of efforts.

(B) At least seventy-five percent of state funds appropriated for
programs must be used by the local partnership for evidence-bascd
programs. Not more than twenty-five percent of state funds
appropriated for programs. to a local partnership may be used for
cvidence-nformed programs.

(C) AIl activities and services provided by a FiestSteps local
partnership must be made available to young children and families

on a voluntary basm and must focus en-the-foHewing:
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Y d—#ﬂi‘dﬁbﬂ-ﬂ-}‘ so]ely on “school reddmess as defined in
Scctlon 59-152-25 by implementing programs geared specifically
toward the achicvement of First Steps goals pursuant to Section
59-152-30.

(BD) Any part of the initiative within the county strategic plan
using local district resources within a school district must be
conducted only with approval of the district’s board of trustees.”

SECTION 15. Section 39-152-120 of the 1976 Code is amended
to read:

27 .

28
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41

42

“Section 59- ]‘32 ]2() Funds I'E(,t‘,]\ft‘,d #Br—fmplemeﬂmﬂaﬂ—et—d

by a local
pallll(.rshlp mdy nol be used for Ldplldl expenses for, new

construction, or to renovate, refurbish, or upgrade existing
facilities without prior approval by the South Carolina First Steps

to School RLadmLss Board ot Trustccs Heweverfunds—may-be

[3428] 20

PR/Award & 54138150027
Page e272



G N 0 ) N e —

—_——
[ond et

13
14
15
l6
17
18
19
20
21

22

23
24
25,
26
27
28
29
30

31

32
33
34
35
36
37
38
3G
40
4]

42

43

i

SECTION 16. Section 59-152-130 of the 1976 Code is amended

to read:

“Section 59-152-130. (A) The—County—First—Steps  Local

partnerships shall provide an annual match of at least tifteen
percent, to_include private donations, grant funds, and in-kind
donated resources, or any combination of them. The South
Carolina First Steps to School Readiness Board of Trustees may
decrease this percentage requirement for a partnership based on
their capacity to provide that match. = Private The First Step
partnership shall encourage private individuals and groups sust-be
eneconraged to contribute to a partnership’s efforts to meet its
match.  The match required of individual partnerships by the First
Steps board should take into consideration such factors as:

(1) local wealth, using such indicators as the number and
percentage of children cligible for free and reduced lunches in
grades 1-3; and

{2) in-kind donated resources.

Only in-kind donations, as defined by the standard fiscal
accountability system provided for in Section 38-132-146150,
which meet the criteria established by the South Carolina First
Steps to School Readiness Board of Trustees and that are
quantifiable may be applied to the in-kind match

requircment.  Expenses—ineluding thesepaid-both-by—eashand

.‘\ i - —

(B) The Office of the South Carolina First Steps to. School
Readiness shall establish guidelines and reporting formats
for eeunty partnerships to document cxpenscs to ensure they meet
matching fund requirements. . The office shall compile a report
annually on the private cash and in-kind contributions received by
the South Carolina First Steps to School Readiness Board of
Trustees and Cewnty First Steps partnerships,”

SECTION 17. Scction 59-152-140 of the 1976 Code is amended
to read:

“Section 59-132-140. To ensure effective use of funds, awards
under contract for Cewnty First Steps Partnerships, with the
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approval of the Office of First Steps to School Readiness, may be
carricd forward and uscd in the following fiscal year.  Funds
appropriated to South Carolina First Steps to School Readiness
may also be carried forward into subsequent years.”

.SECTION 18. Section 59-152-150 of the 1976 Code is amended
to read:

“Section 59-152-150, (A) The Office of South Carolina First
Steps to School Readiness shall develop and require local
partnerships  to  adopt and implement a standard  fiscal
accountability system including, but not limited to, a uniform,
standardized system of accounting, internal controls, payroll,
fidelity bonding, chart of accounts, and contract management and
monitoring. Additionally, the accountabhility system shall require
competitive bids for the purchase or procurcment of goods and
services of ten thousand dollars or more. . A bid other than the
lowest bid may be accepted by a majority vote of the eounty
partnership board if other considerations outweigh the cost factor;
however, written justification must be filed with the Office of First
Steps. The Office of First Steps may contract with outside firms to
develop. and ensure implementation of this standard fiscal
accountability system, and the Office of First Steps may. inspect
fiscal and program records of eeunty partnerships and developing
partnerships to ensure their compliance with the required system.
The Office of First Steps may contract with a state entity with
cxisting means for developing contracts and disbursing funds in
order to make use of the existing infrastructure, if it is etficient and
not administratively burdensome to partnerships. .

(B) Euach Couwnty local First Steps partnership shall expend
funds through the South Carolina First Steps to Schoel Readiness
Board of Trustees or its fiscal designees until the capacity of
the CountyHist-Steps local partnership to manage its fiscal and
administrative responsibilities in compliance with the standard
accountability system has been reviewed and certified by the South
Carolina First Steps to School Readiness Board of Trustees or its
designee.

(C) All private and non-state funds sought by local partnerships
must be used exclusively for mecting the goals and purpose of
First Steps. as specified in  Section 59-152-20 and Section
59-152-30. Private funds received by a Ceunty First Steps
partnership must be deposited in a separate fund subject to review
by the Office of First Steps and the State Board. .
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(D) Disbursements may be made only on the written
authorization of the individual designated by the eounty
partnership board and only for the purposes specified. A person
violating this section is guilty of a misdemeanor and, upon
conviction, must be fined five thousand dollars or imprisoned for
six months, or both. .

(E) The offenses of misuse, misappropriation, and
embezzlement of public funds, apply to this chapter.”

SECTION. 19. Scction 59-125-160 of the 1976 Code is amended
to read:

“Scction 59-125-160. (A) The South Carolina First Steps to
School Readiness Board of Trustees shall establish internal
evaluation policies and procedures for CountyBirstSteps local
partnerships for an annual review of the functioning of the
partnership, implementation of strategies, and progress toward the
interim goals and benchmarks. . In instances where no progress. has
been made, the Office of First Steps to School Readiness shall
provide targeted assistance and/or the South Carolina First Steps. to
School Readiness Board of Trustees may terminate the grant. Ia

eeﬂdﬂaed—e&ew—mfeﬁe&m An 1ndcpcndcnt cvaluanon of each

prevalent program investment using valid and reliable measures
must_be completed and published by the First Steps Board of
Trustees no less than cvery five years. The First Steps board shall
adopt a cyclical evaluation calendar including each major program
investiment _no later than June 30, 2015. After publication of a
bascline report for cach major. program investment as defined in
Section 59-152-25, subsequent reports will be published no later
than five calendar vears from. the date of each prior publication.. In
addition to. the independent evaluation of cach prevalent program,
an evaluation of the progress on the initiative’s goals and purpose
must. be completed by November 1, 2014, and every five years
thercafter by an independent, cxternal cvalvator under. contract
with the South Cdl‘()l]nd First Steps to Schoo] Readiness Board of
Trustees...
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shaH—bc—pfewded—ﬂe—L&reFﬁmﬂ%aﬂuafy—l—ZQQl The pur]goae of

this evaluation will be to eauge First Steps’ proeress. in meeting the

goals established in Section 59-152-20 and Section 59-52-30.

(B) County—First—Steps Local partnerships must agree to
participate in such an evaluation. in order to receive a First Steps
grant. Subsequent grant approval and grant allocations must be
dependent, in part, on the results of the evaluations. If an
evaluation finds no progress has been made in meeting local goals
or implementing strategics as agreed to in the First Steps grant, the
grant sust may be terminated.

(C) The purpose of the evaluation is to assess progress toward
ac.hu,vmg thc, l~1rst Stt,ps goals and to determine the impact of the

M . it . L9 . i t‘,tl(,h
strategy in suppomng 1mpr0\»cd school readmess as. defined in
Scction 52-152-15. The impact assessment shall include, but is not
limited to, school readiness measures; benefits from child
development services; immunization status; low birth-weight rates;
parent  literacy;  parenting  skills;  parental  involvement:
transportation; and developmental screening results. During the
course of the evaluation, if an evaluator determines that any state
agency. has falled to comply with the coordination and
collaboration provisions as required in this chapter, the final report
must reflect that information. Presram Each program
evaluation reperts report must be reported to the General Assembly
no later than three months after conclusion of the evaluation. AH
CountyHirst—Steps Local partnerships shall cooperate fully in
collecting and pm\eldmg data and information for the evaluation of
their funded strategies.”

SECTION 20. A. Section 63-11-1720 of the 1976 Code is
amended. to read:

“Section 63-11-1720. (A) There is created the South Carolina
First Steps to School Readiness Board of Trustees which must be
chairced by the Governor, or his designee, and must include the
State Superintendent of Education, or his designee, who shall serve

as ex officio voting members of the board. The board-is-compeosed

(B) In making the appointments specitfied in subsection (CY(1),
(2), and (3} of this chapter, the Governor, President Pro Tempore
of the Senate, and the Speaker of the House of Representatives
shall seek to ensure diverse geographical representation on the
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board by appointing individuals from each congressional district as
possible.
(C) The board shall include members appointed in_ the
following manner:
(1) Fhe the Governor shall appoint two—members one
member from each of the following sectors:
(a) parents of young children;
(b} business community;.
(c) early childhood educators;..
(d) medical erehildcare-and-develepment providers; and
(e) child care and development providers; and
(ef) the General Assembly, one member from the Senate
and onc member from the House of Representativess;
(2) Fhe the President Pro Tempore of the Senate shall
appoint one member from each of the following sectors: .
(a) parents of young children;
(b} business community;
(c) early childhood educators; and
(d) medical or child care and development providers-;
(3) Fhe the Speaker of the House of Representatives shall
appoint one member from each of the following sectors: .
(a) parents of young children;
(b} business community;
(c) early childhood educators; and
(d) medical or child care and development:;
(4) Fhe the chairman of the Senate Education Committee or
his designecs;
(5) TFhe the chairman of the House Education and Public
Works Committee or his designees; and
(6) Fhe the chiel execulive officer of each ol the [ollowing
shall serve as an ex officio renveting voting member:
(a) Department of Social Services ei—hafrde&gﬂee
. (b} Department of Health and Environmental Control ef
. (c) Department of Health and Human Services er—his
designee;
(d) : - i i :
B Dcpaltment of Disahilities and Spcc1al Needs orhis
designee;
()

&
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(e) State Head Start Collaboration Officer; and
() Ch]ldren s Trust of South Cdro]md

(BD) The tums of thc members arc for four )’Lalb and untll
their successors are appointed and quality—exe

appemedWheﬂ—m&leﬂg—tthﬂal—appﬁn%emﬁ—m&Gex%mef

appe%nems—te—seweﬂve—year—tefms—e&ly— Th.c appdintmcnts of;

the members from the General Assembly shall be coterminous
with their terms of office..

(EE} Vacancies for any reason must be filled in the manner of
the original appointment for the unexpired term. A member may
not serve more than two terms or eight yvears, whichever is longer.
A member who misses more than three consecutive meetings
without excuse or & member who resigns must be replaced in the
same manner as his predecessor.  Members may be paid per diem,
mileage, and subsistence as established by the board not to exceed
standards. provided by law for boards, committees, and
commissions. . A complete report of the activities of the First Steps
to School Readiness Board of Trusteces must be made annually to
the General Assembly.

(F7(1) There is created the Office of First Steps Study
Committee to revicew: the structure, responsibilitics, governance by
an_ organization. exempt from_ federal income tax pursuant to
Section 501(c}3) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986, and
administration of the Office of First Steps. . The goal of the study
committee is to guarantee that children from birth, to school-age
receive needed services from the Office of First Steps in the most
cffective way through coordination with other agencics that scrve
the same population. . Also, the study committee shall determing
whether the services provided by the Office of First Steps are
provided. in the most cost-effective and direct manner to entities
served by the Office of First Steps, including, County First Steps
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Partnerships. Boards., The study committee. shall evaluate the
structure and costs of the Office of First Steps becoming an
independent agency and make a recommendation as to whether the
Office. of First Steps should become an agency, remain as a
program._at the Department of Education, be relocated within a
state agency other than the Department of Education, or any. other
alternative. structure the study committee. deems. fit. The study
committee shall also address the issues concerning the governance
of an oreanization exempt from federal income tax pursnant to
Scction 501{c}(3) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 relative to
the structure recommended by the study committee. When making
its recommendation as to the structure, the study committee must
include an analysis of the costs associated with a change in
structure. . Such. costs include, but are not limited. to, personnel,
data security, data management, and. fiscal services.
{2) The study commitiee shall be composed of:

(a) four members of the Senate appointed by the
Chairman of the Senate Education Committee... Of these members,
onc must be appointed upon the recommendation of the Scnate
Majority Leader, one must be appointed upon. the recommendation
of the Senate Minority Leader, and. one. must be a member of the
South. Carolina First Steps. to School Readiness Board of Trustees;

(b} four members of the House of Representatives
appointed. by the Chairman of the House Education and Public
Works Committee. . Of these members, one must be appointed
upon the recommendation of the House Majority Leader, one must
be appointed upon the recommendation of the House Minonty
Leader, and one must be a4 member of the South Carolina First
Steps 10 School Readiness Board of Trustees;

(¢) one member appointed by the Governor, who shall
serve as chairman;

(d} the President of the Institute for Child Success. or his
designee:

(e) the Chairman of the Education Oversight Committee,
or his. designee; and

(f) the Chairman of the Joint Citizens Legslative
Committee on Children, or his designee.

Except for the two members of South Carolina First Steps. to
School Readiness Board of Trustees appointed pursuvant to
subitems, (a) and (b), no member of the study committee may be a
member of the South Carolina First Steps to School Readiness
Board of Trustees or a member of a County First Steps. Partnership
Board.
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(3) The study committee must be staffed by the staff of the
Scnate Education Committee and the Housc Education and Public
Works Committee,

(4) The study committee shall complete its review. and
submit_its. recommendation to the General Assembly no later than
March. 15, 2015. . Upon submission of its recommendation, the
study. committee 1s dissolved.” .

B. Act 99 of 1999, South Carolina First Steps to School
Readiness Act, i1s reavuthorized until July 1, 2016.

SECTION 21. Section 63-11-1730 of the 1976 Code is amended
to read:

“Section 63-11-1730. To earry—out—itts—assizned—{unetions—the
boardHs—authorized butpnot-lmitedto oversee and be accountable

for the South Carolina First Steps to School Readiness Initiative, in
accordance with the APA, the board shall:

(1) develop and promulgate a comprehensive long-range
initiative for improving early childhood development and
increasing school readiness. and literacy, which shall include the
specific requirements of Chapter 152, Title 59,

(2) in_accordance with the APA, promulgate regulations,
establish guidelines, policies and procedures for the continued
implementation of the South Carolina First Steps to School
Readiness initiative;

(3) provide oversight on the continued implementation and
evaluation of the South Careolina First Steps to. School Readiness
initiative at the state dndeeuﬂ{-y ](}Ccl] ]evels

@ e

=

S—uranty —FHirst : ips and promulgate
erant qualification requirements. and a formula by which

allocations for qualifying partnership erants shall be calculated:

(65) previde ensure the provision of technical assistance,
consultation services and support to Ceunty First Steps
Partnerships including: the creation and annual revision of county
needs assessments; . the prioritization, implementation, and
evaluation of each First Steps Partnership’s strategic plans based
on needs assessments;, and the identification of assets from other
funding sources;

&y cstablish
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(#6) assess. and develop recommendations: = for ensuring
coordination and collaboration among service providers at both the
state and county level, for increasing the efficiency and
effectiveness of state programs and funding and other programs
and funding sources, as allowable, as necessary to carry out the
First Steps to. School Readiness initiative, including additional
fiscal strategies, redeployment of state resources, and development
of new programs;

(&7) establish reswhs—eriented and promuleate results-oriented
measurcs and objectives and assess whether services provided
by Ceunty First Steps Partnerships to children and families are
meeting the goals and achieving the results established for the First
Steps initative pursuant to Chapter 152, Title 59;

(98) receive gifts, bequests, and devises tor deposit for awarding
grants to First Steps Partnerships; and

(+89) report annually 1o the General Assembly by January [irst
on activities and progress. to. include recommendations for changes
and legislative initiatives and results of program evaluations;

(10} establish and promulgate inlernal policies and procedures 10
allow the board to operate optimally, which shall include, but not
be limited to, an established and consistent process for decision
making;

(11) develop, implement, and document an annual. performance,
process for the Director of the Office of South Carolina First Steps;

(12) establish and promulgate bylaws tor adoption by local First
Steps Partnerships;

(13) establish and promulgatc internal cvaluation policies and
procedures. tor local partnerships for annual review pursuant to
Chapter 152, Title 59; and

(14) arrange lor the conduction of an independent exiernal
program evaluation pursuant to Chapter 152, Title 5.7

SECTION 22. Scction 1-5-40(A) of the 1976 Code is amended
by adding an item at the end to read:

(107} South Carolina First Steps to School Readiness Board of
Trustees.™

SECTION 23. Scctions 59-152-80 and 59-152-110 of the 1976
Code are repealed.

SECTION 24. This act takes effect upon approval by the
Governor.
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FY15 BUDGET PROVISOS PERTINENT TO HIGH-QUALITY PRESCHOOL
IN SOUTH CAROLINA

PROVISO 1.78 - GOVERNING THE CHILD DEVELOPMENT EDUCATION PILOT
PROGRAM

1.78.. . {SDCL: Child Development Education Pilot Program) There is crealed the South Carolina Child
Development Education Pilot Program (CDEPP). This program shall be available for the current school
year on a voluntary basis and shall focus on the developmental and learning support that children must
have in order to be ready for school and must incorporate parenting cducation.

. (A) . Porthe current school year, with funds appropriated by the General Assembly, the South
Carolina Child Development Education Pilot Program shall first be made available to eligible children
from the trial and plaintiff school districts in the Abbeville County School District et. al. vs. South
Carolina and then expanded to eligible children residing in school districts with a poverty index of
seventy percent or greater.

- Unexpended funds from the prior fiscal year for this program shall be carried forward and shall remain
in the program. In rare nstances, students with documented kindergarten readiness barriers may be
permitted to enroll for a second year, or at age five, at the discretion of the Department of Education for
students being served by a public provider or at the discretion of the Office of South Carolina First Steps
to School Readiness for students being served by a private provider.

. (B).. . Each child residing in. the pilot districts, who will have attained the age ol four years on or
before September first, of the school year, and meets the at-risk criteria is eligible for enrollment in the
South Carolina Child Development Education Pilot Program for onc year.

... The parent of each eligible child may enroll the child in one of the following programs:

(1) aschool-year four-year-old kindergarten program delivered by an approved public
provider: or
. (2). L aschool-year [our-year-old kindergarten programn delivered by an approved private
provider,

. The parent enrolling a child must complete and submit an application to the approved provider of
choice. The application must be submitted on forms and must be accompanicd by a copy of the child’s
birth certilicate, immunization documentation, and documentation of the student's eligibility as evidenced
by family income documentation showing an annual family income of one hundred eighty-five percent or
less of the federal poverty guidelines as promulgated annually by the U.S. Department of Health and
Human Services or a stalement of Medicaid eligibility.

.. In submitting an application for enrollment, the parent agrees to comply with provider attendance
policics during the school year. The attendance policy must state that the program consists of 6.5 hours of
instructional time daily and operates {or a period of nol less than one hundred eighty days per

year. Pursuant to program guidelines, noncompliance with attendance policies may result in removal
from the program.

No parent 18 required to pay tuition or fees solely for the purpose of enrolling in or attending the
program established under this provision. Nothing in this provision prohibits charging fees tor childeare
that may be provided outside the times of the instructional day provided in these programs.

If by October first of the school year at least seventy-five percent of the total number of eligible
CDEPP children in a district or county are projected 1o be enrolled in CDEPP, Head Start or ABC Child
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Care Program as determined by the Department of Education and the Office of First Steps, CDEPP
providers may then enroll pay-lunch children who score at or below the twenty-fitth national percentile
on two of the three DIAL-3 subscales and may receive reimbursement for these children if funds are
available.

(C) . Public school providers choosing to participate n the South Carolina Four-Year-Old Child
Development Kindergarten Program must submit an application to the Department of Education. Private
providers choosing to participate in the South Carolina Four-Year-Old Child Development Kindergarten
Program must submit an application to the Office of First Steps. The application must be submitted on
the forms prescribed, contain assurances that the provider meets all program criteria set forth in this
provision, and will comply with all reporting and assessment requirements.

. Providers shall:

(Y comply with all federal and state laws and constitutional provisions prohibiting
discrimination on the basis of disability, race, creed, color, gender, national origin, religion, ancestry, or
need for special education services;

~ .. {2). comply with all statc and local health and safety laws and codes;

(3} comply with all state laws that apply regarding criminal background checks for
employees and exclude from employment any individual not permitted by state law to work with
children:

(4} be accountable for meeting the education needs ol the child and report at least quarterly
to the parent/guardian on his progress;

. (5. _comply with all program, reporting, and assessment criteria required of providers;

(6)  maintain individual student records for each child enrolled in the program to include, but
not be limited to, assessment data, health data, records of teacher observations, and records of parent or
guardian and teacher conferences;

(7). designate whether extended day services will be offered to the parents/guardians of
children participating in the program;

. ~{8). _beapproved, registered, or licensed by the Department of Social Services; and

(9. comply with all state and federal laws and requirements specific to program providers.
Providers may limit student enrollment based upon space available. However if enrollment exceeds
available space, providers shall enroll children with first priority given to children with the lowest scores
on an approved pre-kindergarten readiness assessment.  Private providers shall not be required to expand
their programs 1o accommodate all children desiring enrollment. However, providers are encouraged 1o
keep a waiting list for students they are unable to serve because of space limitations.

- (D) . The Department of Education and the Office of First Steps to School Readiness shall:

(1) develop the provider application form,

(2)  develop the child enrollment application form;

.. (3). . develop alist of approved research-based preschool curricula for use in the program
based upon the South Carolina Content Standards, provide training and techical assistance to support its
eflective use in approved classrooms serving children;

o ~(4). develop alist of approved pre-kindergarten readiness assessments to be used in
conjunction with the program, provide asscssments and technical assistance to support assessment
administration in approved classrooms serving children;

. {5). _establish criteria for awarding new classroom equipping grants;

_{6). _establish criteria for the parenting education program providers must offer:
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(7)  establish a list of early childhood related fields that may be used in meeting the lead
teacher qualifications;

(8)  develop a list of data collection needs to be used in implementation and evaluation of the
program;:

(9) . identity teacher preparation program options and assist lead teachers in mecting teacher
program requirements;

. ....(10) .. establish criteria for granting student retention waivers; and

(11)  cstablish criteria for granting classroom size requircments waivers.

(E)  Providers of the South Carclina Child Development Education Pilot Program shall offer a
complete educational program in accordance with age-appropriate instructional practice and a research
based preschool curriculum aligned with school success. The program must focus on the developmental
and learning support children must have in order to be ready for school. The provider must also
incorporate parenting education that promotes the school readiness of preschool children by strengthening
parent involvement in the learning process with an emphasis on interactive literacy.

Providers shall offer high-quality, center-based programs that must include, but shall not be limited to,
the lollowing:

(1)  employ a lead teacher with a two-year degree in early childhood education or related
ficld or be granted a waiver of this requirement from the Department of Education or the Office of First
Steps. to School Readiness;

.. .....(2). _employ an education assistant with pre-service or in-service training in early childhood
education;

(3).  maintain classrooms with at least ten four-year-old children, but no more than twently
four-year-old children with an adult to child ratio of 1:10. With classrooms having a minimum of ten
children, the 1:10 ratio must be a lead teacher to child ratio. Waivers of the minimum class size
requirement may be granted by the South Carolina Department of Education for public providers or by
the Oflice of First Steps to School Readiness lor private providers on a case-by-case basis;

(4)  offer a full day, center-based program with 6.5 hours of instruction daily for one
hundred eighty school days;

(5). _provide an approved research-based preschool curriculum that [ocuses on critical child
development skills, especially early literacy, numeracy, and social/femotional development;

(6) . cngage parcnts' participation in their child’s educational experience that shall include a
minimum of two documented conlerences per year; and

(7)  adhere to professional development requirements outlined in this article.

(F¥  Every classroom providing services to four-year-old children established pursuant to this
provision must have a lead teacher with at least a two-year degree in carly childhood education or related
field and who is enrolled and is demonstrating progress toward the completion of a teacher education
program within four years. Every classroom must also have at least one education assistant per classroom
who shall have the minimum of a high school diploma or the equivalent, and at least two years of
experience working with children under five years old. The leaching assistant shall have completed the
Early Childhood Development Credential (ECD) 101 or enroll and complete this course within twelve
months of hirc. Providers may request waivers to the ECD 101 requirement for those assistants who have
dermonstrated sufficient experience in teaching children five years old and younger. The providers must
request this waiver in writing to their designated administrative agency (First Steps or the Department of
Education) and provide appropriate documentation as to the qualifications of the teaching assistant.
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(G)  The General Assembly recognizes there is a strong relationship between the skills and
preparation of pre-kindergarten instructors and the educational outcomes of students. To improve these
education cutcomes, participating providers shall require all personnel providing instruction and
classroom support to students participating in the South Carolina Child Development Education Pilot
Program to participate annually in a minimum of fifteen hours of professional development to include
teaching children from poverty. Professional development should provide instruction in strategies and
techniques to address the age-appropriate progress of pre-kindergarten students in developing emergent
literacy skills, including but not limited to, oral communication, knowledge of print and letters, phonemic
and phonological awareness, and vocabulary and comprehension development.

. (H) . Both public and private providers shall be eligible for transportation funds for the transportation
of children to and from school. Nothing within this provision prohibits providers from contracting with
another entity to provide transportation services provided the entitics adhere to the requirements of
Section 36-5-195. Providers shall not be responsible for transporting students attending programs ontside,
the district lines. Parents choosing program providers located outside of their resident district shall be
responsible for transportation. When transporting four-year-old child development students, providers
shall make every ellorl (o transport them with students ol similar ages attending the same school. Of the
amount appropriated for the program, not more than $185 per student shall be retained by the Department
of Education for the purposes of transporting four-year-old students. . This amount must be increased
annually by the same projected rate of inflation as delermined by the Revenue and Fiscal Aflairs Office
for the Education Finance Act.

(I) = For all private providers approved to offer services pursuant to this provision, the Office of First
Steps to School Readiness shall:

(1) . serve as the fiscal agent;
(2) . wverify student enrollment eligibility;
~{3).. _recruit, review, and approve eligible providers. In considering approval of providers,
consideration must be given to the provider's availability of permanent space [or program service and
whether temporary classroom space is necessary. to provide services to any children;
~{4) . coordinate oversight, monitoring, technical assistance, coordination, and training for
classroom providers;
(5) . serve as a clearing house for information and best practices related to four-year-old
kindergarten programs;
(6)  receive, review, and approve new classroom grant applications and make
recommendations for approval based on approved criteria;
(7) . coordinate activities and promote collaboration with other private and public providers
in dwclopmg and supporting four-yvear-old kindergarten programs;
(8) . maintain a database of the children enrolled in the program; and

o {9 . promulgate guidelines as necessary for the implementation of the pilot program.

~{Jy . For all public school providers approved to offer services pursvant to this provision, the
Department of Education shall:

(1) . serve as the fiscal agent;
~{2). _verify student enrollment eligibility;
(3) . recruit, review, and approve eligible providers. In considering approval of providers,
consideration must be given to the provider's availability of permanent space for program service and
whether temporary classroom space is necessary. to provide services to any children;
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S {4y  coordinate oversight, monitoring, technical assistance, coordination, and training for
classroom providers:

(5)  serve as a clearing house for information and best practices related to four-year-old
kindergarten programs;

~ ... {6) . rececive, review, and approve new classroom grant applications and make

recommendations for approval based on approved criteria;

(7). coordinate activities and promote collaboration with ather private and public providers
in developing and supporting four-year-old kindergarten programs;

(8)  maintain a database of the children enrolled in the program; and

- (% promulgate guidelines as necessary for the implementation of the pilot program.

(K)  The General Assembly shall provide funding for the South Carolina Child Development
Education Pilot Program. For the current school year, the funded cost per child shall be $4,218 increased
annually by the rate of inflation as determined by the Division of Research and Statistics of the Budget
and Control Board for the Education Finance Act. Eligible students enrolling with private providers
during the school year shall be tunded on a pro rata basis determined by the length of their
enrollment. Private providers transporting eligible children to and [rom school shall be eligible for a
reimbursement of $550 per eligible child transported. Providers who are reimbursed are required to retain
records as required by their fiscal agent. Providers enrolling between one and six cligible children shall
be eligible 1o receive up 10.S1,000 per child in materials and equipment grant funding, with. providers
enrolling seven or more such children eligible for grants not to exceed $10,000. Providers receiving
equipment grants are expected to participate in the program and provide high-quality, center-based
programs as delined herein for a minimum of three years. Failure (o participate {or three years will
require the provider to return a portion of the equipment allocation at a level determined by the
Department of Education and the Office of First Steps to School Readiness. Funding to providers is
contingent upon receipt of data as requested by the Department of Education and the Office of First Steps.

(L)  Pursuant to this provision, the Department ol Social Services shall:

(1)  maintain a list of all approved public and private providers; and

~ . {2). provide the Department of Education and the Office of First Steps information necessary
to carry out the requirements ol this provision.

(M)  The Office of First Steps to School Readiness shall be responsible for the collection and
maintenance of data on the state funded programs provided through private providers.

C(NY . Of the funds appropriated, S300,000 shall be allocated (o the Education Oversight Commitlee
to conduct an annual evaluation of the South Carelina Child Development Education Pilot Program and to
issue findings in a report to the General Assembly by January fifteenth of each year. The evaluation shall
include, but is not limited to: (1) student data including the number of at-risk four-ycar-old kindergarten
students served in publically funded programs, by county and by program; (2) program effectiveness
including developmentally appropriate assessments of children to measure emerging literacy and
numcracy: (3) individual classroom assessments to determine program quality; (4) longitudinal analysis
of academic and non-academic measures of success lor children who participated in the program; and (5)
an evaluation of the professional development, monitoring and assistance offered to public and private
providers.

. To aid in this evaluation, the Education Oversight Committee shall determine the dala necessary and
both public and private providers are required to subimnit the necessary data as a condition of continued
participation in and funding of the program. This data shall include developmentally appropriate
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measures of student progress. Additionally, the Department of Education shall issue a unique student
identificr for cach child receiving services from a private provider. The Department of Education shall be
respounsible for the collection and maintenance of data on the public state funded full day and half-day
four-year-old kindergarten programs. The Office of First Steps to School Readiness shall be responsible
for the collection and maintenance of data on the state funded programs provided through private
providers. The Education Oversight Committee shall use this data and all other collected and maintained
data necessary to conduct a research based review of the program's implementation and assessment of
student success in the carly clementary grades.
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PROVISO 1A.75 — GOVERNING THE SUBMISSION OF UNIQUE 4K STUDENT IDENTIFIER
DATA

1A.75.  (SDE-EIA: CDEPP Student Information and Reporting) For the current fiscal year,
the Department of Education and the Office of First Steps to School Readiness must acquire
unique student identifiers or SUNS numbers for each student enrolled in the CDEPP program no
later than the 45th day and must provide a report of such to the House Ways and Means
Committee, the House Education Committee, the Scnate Finance Committee, the Scnate
Education Committce and the Education Oversight Committce by November first. The
Department of Education and the Office of First Steps to School Readiness must provide any
information required by the Education Oversight Committee for the annual CDEPP report no
later. than November thirtieth..
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PROVISO 1A.76 —- GOVERNING THE CREATION OF A SOUTH CAROLINA READINESS
ASSESSMENT, TO BEGIN WITH THE ASSESSMENT OF EARLY LITERACY

1A.76.. (SDE-EIA: Prckindergarten and Kindergarten Asscessments) For the current fiscal year, all
students entering a publicly tunded prekindergarten or public kindergarten must be administered a
readiness assessment that shall focus on early language and literacy development no later than the forty
fifth day of the school yvear. The readiness asscssment must be approved by the State Board of
Education. The approved readiness assessment must be aligned with kindergarten and first grade
standards for English/language arts and mathematics. The results of the assessment and the
developmental intervention strategics recommended or services needed to address the child's identified
needs must be provided, in writing, to the parent or guardian. The readiness assessment may not be used
to deny a student admission or to progress to kindergarten or first grade.

The Education Oversight Committee shall recommend the characteristics of the readiness assessment
for children i prekindergarten and kindergarten, focused on carly language and literacy development, to
the State Board of Education no later than July thirtieth. Prior to submitting the recommendation to the
State Board, the Education Oversight Committee shall seek input from the South Carolina First Steps to
School Readiness Board of Trustees and other carly childhood advocates. . The State Board must move
expeditiously 1o approve or modify the criteria submitted by the committee. Once approved, with the
assistance of the Education Oversight Committee, the board shall develop a solicitation to be used in
procuring the assessment. The solicitation must be forwarded to the Executive Director of the Budget and
Control Board who must immediately, move o procure the readiness assessment in order 1o meel the
forty-five day requirement. The Executive Director is authorized to make changes to the solicitation with
the consent of the Chairman of the State Board of Education and the Chairman of the Education
Oversight Commiltee. The Department ol Education must bear the costs of the procurement.
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APPLICATION ASSURANCES AND CERTIFICATIONS
Preschool Development Grants --Development Grants Competition

{CFDA No. 84.419B)

Legal Name of Applicant
(Office of the Governor):

The Honorable Nikid R, Haley

Apphcam"”smi{ailing Address:

The Honorable Nikki R. Haley
Office of the Governor

1205 Pendleton Street
Columbia, South Carclina 29201

Emplover ldentification Wumber:

57-1887576
{SC First Steps to School Readiness)

Organizational IUNS:

1124226000000
(SC First Steps to School Readiness}

Lead Agency: South Carolina First Steps to
Scheol Readiness

Contact Name: Dr. Dan Wuori, Deputy
Brirector

Lead Agency Contact Phone:  803-734-0100 (w)
803-312-4532 (¢}

Lead Agency Contact Email Address;

dwnori@scfirststeps.org

Required Applicant Signatures (Must include signatures from an authorized representative of each
Subgrantee. Insert additional signature blocks as needed below. To simplify the process, signatories may sigm

on seéparale Application Assurance forms. )

"To the best of my knowledge and belief, all of the information and data in this application are true and

correct.

[ further certity that I have read the application, am fully committed to it, and will support its implementaton:

Governor or Authorized Representative of the Governor (Printed Name):

Governor Nikki R, Haley

oA

7

Signatuﬂ/f (JAVC[AUF or Auth/;z v ,frcsentau\re of the Governor:
/
> *‘% e

( é Agem,y Auth A:‘ £entative (Pl - .H Name):

Susan \\ . DeVenny, Director

Si

Telephone:

803-.734-2100
Date;

Cictober 14, 2014
Agency Name:

South Carolina First Steps to
School Readiness

Date:

QOctoher 14, 2014

PR/Award # 54138150027

Page e291




Part §: Other Attachments Form
Accountability, Transparency, and Reporting Assurances

The Governor or his/her authorized representative assures that the State will comply with afl
applicable assurances in OMB Standard Forms 4248 and D (Assurances for Non-Construction and
Construction Programs), including the assurances relating to the legal authority to apply for
assistance; access to records; conflict of interest; merit systems; nondiscrimination; Hatch Act
provisions; labor standards, including Davis-Bacon prevailing wages; flood hazards; historic
preservation, protection of human subjects; animal welfare; lead-based paint; Single Audit Act; and
the general agreement to comply with all applicable Federal laws, executive orders, aud regulations.

» With respect to the certification regarding lobbying in Department Form 80-0013, no Federal
appropriated funds have been paid or will be paid to any person for influencing or attempting to
influence an officer or employee of any agency, a Member of Congress, an officer or employee of
Congress, or an employee of a Member of Congress in connection with the making or renewal of
Federal grants under this program; the State will complete and submit Standard Form-LLL,
"Disclosure Form to Report Lobbying," when required (34 C.F.R. Part 82, Appendix B); and the
State will require the full certification, as set forth in 34 C.F.R. Part 82, Appendix A, in the award
documents for all subawards at all tiers.

* The State and other entities will comply with the following provisions of the Education
Department General Administrative Regulations (FDGAR), as applicable: 34 CFR Part 74 --
Administration of Grants and Agreements with Institutions of Higher Fducation, Hospitals, and
Other Non-Profit Organizations; 34 CFR Part 76 -- State-Administered Programs, including the
construction requirements in section 75.600 through 75.617 that are incorporated by refcrence in
section 76.600; 34 CFR Part 77 -- Definitions that Apply to Department Regulations: 34 CFR Part
80 -- Uniform Administrative Requirernents for Grants and Cooperative Agreements to State and
Local Governments, including the procurement provisions; 34 CFR Part 81 -- General Education
Provisions Act—Enforcement; 34 CFR Part 82 -- New Restrictions on Lobbying; and with the
debarment and suspension regulations found at 2 CFR Part 3485.

| The Honoeuble Nikki Ko Huales

Cronciniet o Uil b Reprec i Lo oo e Conc fo s N “
I
|
|+
|

. i . - -— L
h:;lalz;.;_.p‘ge" I . ’ I
l' f ,'"':"" o oA, - ) |||
'ri .-‘ ’ __.J‘K,:," r”/’a‘f".'/ .4’ . f:..',_" ?J 4"’.; | Vit b, 2l JI
U gl B T — |
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Budget Narrative File(s)

* Mandatory Budget Narrative Filename: ‘SCPreKRL:d;’e:T‘Ja rrative. pdr ‘

‘ Delete Mandatory Budget Narrative|  View Mandatory Budget Narrative |

To add more Budget Narrative attachments, please use the attachment buttons belaw.

Add Qptional Budget Narrative Delete Optional Budget Narrative View Optional Budget Narrative
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SECTION G: BUDGET AND SUSTAINABILITY

Budget Narrative:

Personnel: South Carolina First Steps will employ two new Regional 4K Coordinators
charged — along with its existing 4K staff — with providing expanded monitoring,
oversight and technical assistance to the state’s expanded public-private 4K model. These
monitors, will ensure the provision of services meeting the federal definition of High-

Quality preschool via each of the state’s potential 100+ public and private subcontractors.

2 grant funded FTE’s (Education Associates) @ $50,000 apiece = $100,000 annually

Fringe: Fringe benefits for the positions above, calculated at 30% of personnel costs. .

$100,000 personnel costs x 0.30 = $30,000 annually

Travel: State cars and mileage for 2 new regional 4K coordinators assigned with daily

travel to program sites.

2 @ 55,000 per coordinator = $10,000 annually

Equipment: Laptop computer lease and cellular phone service for 2 regional 4K

coordinators.

2 @ S1,200 ($100 each per month) = $2,400 annually

Contractual. Contracts to develop and disseminate high-quality professional

development and upgrade First Steps 4K data collection systems as described in Section

C..
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e Estimated higher cducation contracts for content development and instruction:
$391,350

¢ Estimated contract with SC Educational Television for the online and broadcast
distribution of preschool training content:
$125,000 annually

¢ Estimated 4K data systems and technology upgrades at SC First Steps: $125,000

Year One

Annual contractual (High Quality Professional Development and Data Systems):

$641,350

Training Stipends to Preschool Teachers: 4,000 training days at $100 daily = $40,000

annually. Funds will be used to support the participation and travel of teachers in grant-

funded professional development activitics.

Indirect Costs: 3% of non-preschool pass thru costs of $875,000 = §26,250 annually

Funds Set Aside for Required Grant Technical Assistance Activities (Required):

$25,000 annually.

Funds to be Distributed to Subgrantee Preschool Providers (95%):

ENHANCEMENT OF EXISTING PRESCHOOL SLOTS TO MEET FEDERAL

DEFINITION OF HIGH QUALITY: § ANNUALLY

This category contains two separate types of preschool enhancement designed to
bring both public and private providers into compliance with federal definitions of

High-Quality Preschool:
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Equity Supplements Designed to Support PRIVATE PRESCHOOL
PROVIDERS in their Employment and Competitive Compensation of
Teachers Holding Bachelors’ Degrees in Early Childhood Education: As
described in Section D, South Carolina’s public school districts are documented to

9 i public funding above and beyond the CERDEP funds

expend at least §

allocated per child for the purpose of staffing and equipping high-quality
preschool classrooms. In order to support the employment and competitive
compcnsation of bachelor’s degreed tcachers within privatc CERDEP scttings, the
state proposes to provide a $1,600 federal equity supplement (above and beyond
state funding of $er child, plus transportation and materials) to private
providers willing to meet this grant requirement. Note that within the state’s
existing 61 CERDERP districts, these equity supplements o existing state
appropriations are this grant’s only proposed expenditures. This expenditiire is
®x —enotigh to provide supplements for 1,000 of the

state’s estimated 2,000 childven currently enrolled in private settings. While the

caleulated at 3

provision of equity supplements may lead to the expansion of private enrollment
in the state’s 01 existing CERDEP districts, state funds will be made available to

fund the remaining cost of student enrollment in these existing districts.

Expansion of Half-Day Slots to support PUBLIC SCHOOL PROVIDERS in
Meeting the Full-Day Requirement Set Forth within the Federal
Government’s High-Quality Preschool Definition: The remaining enhancement
budget (lotaling S) 15 dedicated to the conversion of a potential 864
existing half-day 4K slots in the grant’s 12 proposed expansion districts to full-
day. In order to tap these funds, school districts would need to maintain their
existing local and EIA 4K funding and initiate this conversion of half-day slots
using cxisting resources. Supplemental grant funds will be made available for the
creation of new classrooms necessitated by reductions in overall enrollment

caused by this half- to full-day conversion. This expenditure is calculated at 864
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slots @ $5,403 per child (equivalent to CERDEP’s existing public school rate of
$4,218 per child + $1,000 per child in materials and $185 for transportation).

REVIEWERS SHOULD NOTE: Because South Carolina proposes two distinct
types of enhancement slots (one reimbursed in the form of a $1,600 equity
supplement and the other at the full public school CERDEP rate of $5,403), the
“price per enhancement slot” reflected in Table A of the required budget spread
sheet ($3,364) has been calculated automatically by diving total proposed
cnhancement funds (86,270,725} by the number of proposed cnhancement slots
(1,864). Whilc these totals are correct, ncither public nor private providers will be

funded at a rate of $3,364, but instead at the differential rates described above.

CREATION OF NEW PRESCHOOL SLOTS MEETING THE FEDERAL
DEFINITION OF HIGH QUALITY

59% of total grant funding ($10,354,275) is dedicated to the creation of new state
preschool slots meeting the federal definition of High-Quality in 12 expansion
communities. This qualilies South Carolina’s application for 10 additional points
under Competitive Priority #3. As with the enhancement slots above, these new
slots have been calculated at differential rates designed to increase equity between

the public and private sectors.

Consistent with existing SC appropriations, 65% of the state’s proposed

expansion slots are budgeted for creation within public settings as follows:
Public {Per Child Cost):
Tuition: $4,218
Materials: $1.000
Transportation: $185

Total Public Cost Per Child: $5,403
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1,105 children (65% of 1,700 total) @ $5,403 = $5,970,315 to public

subgrantees

35% of these proposed expansion slots (5935) are budgeted for creation within

private settings in the 12 expansion communities:

Consistent with existing SC appropriations, 35% of the state's proposed

expansion slots are budgeted for creation within private settings as follows:
Private (Per Child Cost):
Tuition: 54,218
Materials: $1,000
Transportation: $550 (this same transportation amount exists by SC law)
Federal Equity Supplement: $1,600
Total Public Cost Per Child: $7,368

595 children (35% of 1,700 total) @ $7,368 = $4,383,960 to private subgrantees

Note that in the expansion districts ALL private providers would be required to
employ a teacher with a bachelor’s degree to participate. Because state
CERDERP funds have not been appropriated for use in these communities, grant

Junds will underwrite 100% of private student costs in the expansion districts.

REVIEWERS SHOULD NOTE: As above, South Carolina proposes two types
ol expansion slots (one reimbursed at a rate of $5,403 [public] and the other
reimbursed at a supplemental “equity” rate of $7,368 [private]). Accordingly the
“price per expansion slot” reflected in Table A of the required budget spread sheet
($6,090) has been calculated automatically by diving total proposed enhancement

funds ($10,354,275) by the numbcer of proposcd enhancement slots (1,700). While

5
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these totals are correct, neither public nor private providers will be funded at a

rate of $6,090, but instead at the differential rates described above.

Year One Contingency: Countdown To Kinderoarten

In the event that Year One enrollment does not meet the projected 1,700
expansion slot capacity, South Carolina proposes — as described in Section E10a -
the use of up to $528,700 for the purpose ol delivering Countdown to
Kindergarten school transition/home visitation services to eligible expansion
students as a Comprehensive Service component of the High-Quality Preschool
definition. This contingency is only proposed as funding and enrollment permit as
the statc works to attain its ambitious and achicvable Year One goal of 70%

cnrollment,

G1. Usc of Funds for an Ambitious and Achicvable Plan

As dcescribed throughout this document, South Carolina’s budget is designed to support
the statc in the attainment of ambitions and achicvable goals related to the expansion and
enhancement of the state’s public preschool program. As required, South Carolina

proposes:

e The usc of 95% of its total grant award in the form of subgrants to
preschool providers. of the state’s total award is budgeted toward the
creation of 1,700 new expansion slots, qualifying South Carolina for
bonus points under Competitive Priority #3. 1,864 enhanced slots are also
proposed, bringing the estimated number of children served to 3,564,

e Less than 5% is proposed to meet grant monitoring requirements and to
strengthen an existing infrastructure gap related to high-quality

professional development.

PR/Award & 54138150027
Page £299



e Thc usc of in cxpanded state funding (FY 15) as cligible state

match, equaling % of the state’s prospective award. This match
qualifies South Carolina for 4 bonus points under Competitive Priority #1.
e (Costs that are reasonable and sufficient to ensure High-Quality Preschool

Programming.

G2. Coordinates with Existing Sources of Funding

South Carolina’s application will use federal funds to supplement, but not supplant any
existing federal, state, or local source. The state pledges to coordinate the use of grant
dollars with additional programs and funding streams including, but not limited to, Title 1
of the ESEA, Subtitle VII-B of the McKinney-Vento Act, the Head Start Act, and the
Child Care and Development Block Grant.

G3. Sustaining Grant Revenues

The South Carolina General Assembly has codified its intent to expand the state’s
CERDEP 4K program statewide {given available resources) and has more than doubled
its commitment to state-funded preschool since FY 12. We are appreciative of federal
funds to assist in the acccleration of this process and acknowledge that state dollars will

be necessary to sustain grant funds at the completion of the four-year grant cycle.
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U.S. DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION OMB Nurmbor: 1864-0008
BUDGET INFORMATION Expiration Date: 04/30:/2014
NON-CONSTRUCTION PROGRAMS
Name of Institution/Organization Applicants requesting funding for only one year should complete the column under
Gouth Caro.ing First Sreos bto Sohoo. Readness | "Project Year 1." Applicants requesting funding for multi-year grants sheuld complete all
South Caro--na F-rst Steps Fo Schoo- Reac-ness applicable columns. Please read all instructions befare completing form,
SECTION A - BUDGET SUMMARY
U.S. DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION FUNDS
Budget Project Year 1 Project Year 2 Project Year 3 Project Year 4 Project Year 5 Total
1. Personnel | I 1| | 1,f.'-"|| 'J,Ur;| | i -'JU| | | | -'JU|
2. Fringe Benefits | (el | 1.0 | | | o .:_..:.| | | | a .:_..:.|
3. Travel | -'J.-"'J| | 'J,r;r;H 'J,Ur'| | i -'JU| | | | -'JU|
4. Equipment | (el | 1.0 | 3,m‘.| | o .:_..:.| | | | a .:_..:.|
B. Supplies | -'J.-"'J| | 'J,r;r;H 'J,Ur'| | 5 -'JU| | | | -'JU|
&. Contractual | 0,07 | 1.0 | 3,m‘.| | » .:_..:.| | | | o .:_..:.|
7. Construction | 0.0 'J| | a0 r;H 'J,Ur'| | i -'JU| | | | -'JU|
a. Other | 1.5 | 1.03 | 3,m‘.| | v .:_..:.| | | | : .:_..:.|
9. Total Direct Caosts . | ,.J_,;.J| | .J‘L.,;H u,ur-| | p UU| | | | UU|
flings 1-8)
10. Indirect Costs* | 1.3 | J.0: | 3,m‘.| | o .:_..:.| | | | a .;_..:.|
11. Training Stipends | 9.8 'J| | a.r r;H 'J,Ur'| | 5 -'JU| | | | -'JU|
12. Total Costs . - o - A o an
12, Toral © | | 1o el cad] | I 2.0
*Indirect Cost Information {To Be Complefed by Your Business Office):
If you are requesting reimbursement for indirect costs on line 10, please answer the following questions:
{1}. . Do you have an Indirect Cost Rate Agreement approved by the Federal government? |:| Yes D No
2) If yes, please provide the following information:
Period Cavered by the Indirect Cost Rate Agreement: Fram: I:l Ta: ‘:| {mmiddiyyyy)
Approving Federal agency: |:| ED |:| Other {please specify): |
The Indirect Cost Rateis [ | %.
{3) For Restricted Rate Programs (check one) -- Are you using a restricted indirect cost rate that:
[[] Isincluded in your approved Indirect Gost Rate Agreement? or,  [_]Gomplies with 34 CFR 76.564(c)(2)?  The Restricted Indirect Cost Rateis [ | %.
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Name of Institution/Organization

Applicants requesting funding for only one year

Soulh Carc_ina Flesl SLoeng Lo

o

b ROAGL 0SS should complete the column under "Project Year

1." Applicants requesting funding for multi-year
grants should complete all applicable columns.
Please read all instructions before completing
form.

SECTION B - BUDGET SUMMARY

NON-FEDERAL FUNDS
Budget Categories Proj(e[it] Year 1 Proje((l;t)Year 2 Proje{cct) Year 3 Project Year 4 Project Year 5 Total
1. Personnel | o | 9.0 u| | i ;_]U|
2. Fringe Benefits | i | 33| | i jo|
3. Travel | 5. oc]| 05| ¢y
4. Equipment | 3.-:'ur:|| 33| | r ao|
5. Supplies | 1, 0.5 Lo

6. Contractual 0. L g NIt
7. Construction | :::,-:)(:‘ -:).::::JH (:,::u':n‘ [ :n.(::::] [ ] ‘ . ;.:;;l
8. Cther | | | ol ¢ | o] | |l 1o
2 Lo et o | x| | | | I X
10. Indirect Gosts | :::,-:)(:” -:).:::::n‘ ‘ (:,::u':n‘ l :n.(::::] l ] ‘ . ;.:;;l
| ] | | ]| I ]

{lines 8-11}

SECTION C - BUDGET NARRATIVE (see instructions)
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OMB Number: 1894-0007

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION Expiration Date: 07/31/2014
SUPPLEMENTAL INFORMATION
FOR THE SF-424
1. Project Director:
Prefix: First Name: Middle Name: Last Name: Suffix:

Sy Canicl B Weori

Address:
Street!: |;3UU Sumtor Stroct |
Street2: |suit= “00 |
City: lC-:::-'.]_]m'o"..a ‘
County: IR’_-::I'l_cu'lcx ‘
State! |sc: Soulh Caro_ina |
Zip Code: [2-—:20: -313410

Country: [;5a: UNITED $TATES ‘

Phone Number {give area code) Fax Number (give area code)

[503 24 D100 ‘ g% 0L 1231

Email Address:

dwanritsofirststops . cry

2. Novice Applicant:

Are you a novice applicant as defined in the regulations in 34 CFR 75.225 {and included in the definitions page in the attached instructions)?
[[]Yes [ ] Ne [X] Notapplicable to this program

3. Human Subjects Research:

a. Are any research activities invelving human subjects planned at any time during the proposed project Period?
[]Yyes [X] No

h. Are ALL the research activities proposed designated to be exempt from the regulations?

[ ] Yes Provide Exemption(s) #:

[ ] No Provide Assurance #, if available:

c. It applicable, please attach your "Exempt Research” or "Nonexempt Research” narrative to this form as
indicated in the definitions page in the attached instructions.
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