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OMB Number: 4040-0004
Expiration Date: 8/31,2016

Application for Federal Assistance SF-424

" 1. Type of Submission: * 2. Type of Application: * If. Revision, select appropriate. letter{s):
[] Preapplication [<] New ‘ ‘
X Application [ ] Continuation * Other {Specify}:

[ ] Changed/Corrected Application | [ ] Revision | |

" 3. Date Received: 4. Applicant |dentifier:
l10.-'23.-‘2014 ‘ ‘ ‘

5a. Federal Entity. [dentifier: 5b, Federal Award |dentifier;

| i

State Use Only:

6. Date Received by State: I:l 7. State Application Identifier: | |

8. APPLICANT INFORMATION:

“a legalName! |vairyland State Repartrent of Zducation l

~ b, EmplayerTaxpayer [dentification Mumber (EIN/TINY: - ¢. Organizational DUNS:

GZ-G00Z033 | |l'c'§3f‘,'.-‘l-1'.-‘lﬂﬂﬂﬂ

d. Address:

" Street1: 200 W, Balllmoro S.roo. ‘

Street2: | |

* Gity: |E-;11'_i:r.01:r;‘. |

County/Parish; ‘ ‘

" State: | ¥D: ¥aryland |

Province: | |

* Country: | USA: UNTTED STARTES |

" Zip i Postal. Code: |21201-2535 |

e. Organizational Unit:

Department Name: Division Mame:

M7 State TDeot of Foucatiion | |F._=_r1'-,f Childhced

f. Name and contact information. of person to be contacted on matters invelving this application:

Prefix: ‘Dr . l * First Name: Rolf ‘
Middle Name: | |

“lastName!  |grafwallrer |
Suffix; ‘ l

Title: ‘3\:—; sistart Slate Supericlecden:

Organizational Affiliation:

* Telephone Mumber: |qa10-8-22z Fax Mumber: |47 0-333-60332 l

" Email: ‘LCJ_L cgralwallner@rary land. gov ‘

PR/Award & 541381500334
Page e3

Tracking Number:GRANT1176919% Funding Opportunity Number: ED-GRANTS-102314-002 Received Date:2014-10-23T13:57:17-04:00



Application for Federal Assistance SF-424

* 9. Type of Applicant 1: Select Applicant Type:

[A: State Covernment ‘

Type of Applicant 2: Select Applicant Type:

Type of Applicant 3: Select Applicant Type:

| |

* Other (specify):

|

*10. Name of Federal Agency:

l[J,S, Tepartment of Fducation

11. Catalog of Federal Domestic Assistance Number:

|S-’J.-’Jl'—J

CFDA Title:

Preschoeol Zoveloomenl, Granls

*12. Funding Opportunity Number:

Lo-ERANTSE-102314-002

* Title:

Olilce ol ElemenLary and Scooendary Educallicn (QGESEY @ Preschool Zeveleomenl Granls: Expansion
Granls CEDA Numizer 24.419B

13. Competition Identification Number:

29 419B2015 1

Title:

14. Areas Affected by Project (Cities, Counties, States, etc.):

Add Attachment Delete Attachment View Attachment

* 15. Descriptive Title of Applicant's Project:

Maryland will wvtilize grant Zunds to exoand Zull day orekindsrgarten enrcllment in 2oth Duslic
schools and »rivate wrovider ssettings.

Attach supporting documents. as specified in agency. instructions.

Add Attachments Delete Attachments View Attachments

PR/Award & 541381500334
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Application for Federal Assistance SF-424

16. Congressional Districts Of:

" a. Applicant . b. Program/Project |aLL

Attach an additional list of Program¢Project Congressional Districts, if needed.

Add Attachment ‘ View Attachment ‘

17. Proposed Project:

* a. Start Date: " b. End Date:

18. Estimated Funding ($):

* a. Federal | 60, COC, COL.00

* b. Applicant [ R

" ¢. State | c.ccf

*d. Local | ey

* g. Other [ [

* f.. Program. Income | C. CC|
|

*g. TOTAL

*19. Is Application Subject to Review By State Under Executive Order 12372 Praocess?

@ a. This application was. made available to the State under the Executive Order 12372 Process for review on 1072472014

D b. Program is subject to E.Q. 12372 but has not been selected by the. State for review.
[ ] c. Program is not cavered by E.O. 12372.

* 20. Is the Applicant Delinquent On Any Federal Debt? {If "Yes,” provide explanation in attachment.)
[]ves No

It *Yes", provide explanation and attach

‘ Add Attachment

21. *By signing this application, | certify {1} to the statements contained in the list of certifications** and (2) that the statements
hergin are true, complete and accurate to the best of my knowledge. | also provide the required assurances™ and agree to
comply with any resulting terms if | accept an award. | am aware that any false, fictitious, or fraudulent statements or claims may
subject me to criminal, civil, or administrative penalties. (U.S. Code, Title 218, Section 1001)

* | AGREE

** The list of certifications and assurances, or an internet site where you may obtain this list, is contained in the announcemant or agency
specific.instructions.

Authorized Representative:

Prefix; l:r. ‘ * First Name; ‘r.i 11ian ]

Middle Nams: |M. |

* Last Name: |Lc-wer-; |

Suffix: [ ‘

* Title: Jtate Zuperintendent of Schocls |

* Telephone Number: |41-:u—757—-:u452 | Fax.Number: |21 333 5033

* Email: l_’___’_clrl L WO ANAL Y _AnG QoY |
* Signature of Authorized Representative: Michells Szezepartiak * Date Signed: |10.-'2:3.-'20 14 ]

PR/Award & 541381500334
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OMB Number: 4040-0007
Expiration Date: 06/30/2014

ASSURANCES - NON-CONSTRUCTION PROGRAMS

Public reporting burden for this collection of information is estimated to average 15 minutes per response,. including time for reviewing
instructions, searching existing data sources, gathering and maintaining the data needed, and completing and reviewing. the. collection of
information. Send comments regarding the burden estimate or any other aspect of this collection of information, including suggestions for
reducing this burden, to the Office of Management and Budget, Paperwork Reduction Project (0348-0040), Washington, DC. 20503.

PLEASE DO NOT RETURN YOUR COMPLETED. FORM TO THE OFFICE OF MANAGEMENT AND BUDGET. SEND.
ITTO. THE ADDRESS PROVIDED BY THE SPONSORING AGENCY.

NOTE:  Certain of these assurances may. not be applicable to your project or program. If you have questions, please contact . the

awarding agency. Further. certain Federal awarding agencies may reqguire applicants to certify to additional assurances.
If such is the case, you will be notified.

As the duly authcrized representative of the applicant, | certify that the applicant:

1.

Has the legal authority to apply for Federal assistance,
and the institutional, managerial and financial capability
{including funds sufficient to pay the non-Federal share
of project cost} to ensure proper planning, management
and completion. of the project described in this
application.

Act of 1973, as amended {28 U.5.C. §794}, which
prohibits discrimination on the basis of handicaps; (d)
the Age Discrimination Act of 1975, as amended {42 L.
S.C. §§6101-8107}, which prohibits discrimination on
the basis of age; (e) the Brug Abuse Office and
Treatment Act of 1972 (P.L. 92-255), as amended,
relating to nondiscrimination on the basis of drug

2. Wil give the awarding agency, the Comptroller General abuse; {f) the Comprehensive Alcohol Abuse and
of the United States and, if appropriate, the State, Alcoholism Prevention, Treatment and Rehabilitation
through any authorized representative, access to and Act of 1970 (P.L. 91-616), as amended, relating to
the right to examine all records, bocks, papers, or. nandiscrimination on the basis of alcohol abuse or.
documents related to the award; and will establish a aleoholism; (g) §§523 and 527 of the Public Health
proper. accounting system. in accordance with generally Service Actof 1912 (42 U.5.C. §§290 dd-3 and 290
accepted accounting standards or agency directives. ee- 3), as amended, relating to confidentiality of alcohol
and drug abuse patient records; (h) Title VIl of the Civil
3. Wil establish safeguards to prohibit employees. from Rights Act of 1968 (42 U.5.C. §§3601. etseq.), as
using their positions for a purpose that constitutes or. amended, relating te nendiscrimination in the sale.
presents the appearance of personal or organizaticnal rental or finanging of housing; (i) any other
conflict of interest, or personal gain. nandiscrimination provisions in the specific slatute(s)
under which application for Federal assistance is being
4. Willinitiate and complete the work within the applicable made; and. (j) the requirements of any other
time frame after receipt of approval of the awarding nondiscrimination statute(s) which may apply to.the
agency. application.
5.  Will comply with the Intergovernmental Personnel Act of :{:L:L?g:gi;;éfh?;i:;r?la:xacﬁ{noghtig’ljvr:ti?ot:;?
1970 (42 U.S.C. §§4728-4763) relating to prescribed Relocation Assistance and Real Property Acquisition
standards. for merit systems. for. programs._fgndgd. under. Palicies Act of 1970 (P.L. 91-848) which provide for
i;i;:cti?f }: ifgéﬁ?: g{;ﬁg;:gg?gf:phﬁg:if{esdy';ém of fair. and equitablf-}_ treatment of persons displaced or,
Personnel Administration (5 C.F.R. 800, Subpart F). whose property is acquired as a result Of'. Federal or
' * federally-assisted programs. These requirements.
. ) . apply to all interests in real property acquired for
6. Will comply with all Federal statutes relating to project purpeses regardless of Federal participation in

nondiscrimination. These include but are not limited to:
(a} Title V1 of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 {P.L. 88-352)
which prohibits discrimination. on the basis. of race. color
or. national origin; (b} Title X of the Education
Amendments of 1972, as amended (20 U.5.C.§§1681-

1683, and 1685-1686), which prohibits discrimination on..

the basis of sex; (¢) Section 504 of the Rehabilitation

Previous Edition Usable

Authorized for Lacal Repraduction

purchases.

Will comply, as applicable, with provisions of the
Hatch Act (5 U.8.C. §§1501-1508 and 7324-7328)
which limit the political activities of employees whose
principal employment activities. are funded. in whole.
or in, part with Federal funds.

Standard Form 424B (Rev. 7-97)
Prescribed by CMB. Circular A-102

PR/Award & 541381500334
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9. Will comply, as applicable, with the provisions of the Davis-
Bacon Act (40 U.S.C. §§2764a to 276a-7), the Copeland Act
{40 U.5.C. §276¢ and 18 U.5.C. §874}, and the Contract
Work Hours and Safety Standards Act (40 U.S5.C. §§327-
333}, regarding |labor standards for federally-assisted
construction subagresments.

10. Will comply, if applicable, with flood insurance purchase
requirements of Section 102{a)} of the Flood Disaster
Protection Act of 1973 (P.L. 93-234) which requires
recipients in a special flood hazard area to participate in the

13.

Will assist the awarding agency in assuring compliance.
with Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation
Act of 1966, as amended (16 U.5.C. §470). EQ 11593
{identification. and protection of historic properties), and
the Archaeological and Histaric Preservation Act of
1974 (16 U.S.C. §5469a-1 et seq.).

14. Will comply with P.L. 83-348 regarding the protection of

human subjects. involved in research, development, and
related activities supported by this award of assistance.

program and to purchase floed insurance if the total cost of 15. Will comply. with the Laboratory. Animal Welfare Act of
insurable construction and acguisition is $10,000 or more. 1966 (P.L. ,89'544’ as amended, 7 U.5.C. §§2131 et
seq.) pertaining to the care, handling, and freaiment of
11. Wil comply. with environmental standards which may. be. warm bloeded animals held for research, teaching, or
prescribed pursuant to the following: (a) institution of other activilies supported by. this award of assistance.
environmental quality control measures under the National, ) ) ! .
Environmental Policy. Act of 1969 (P.L. 91-190) and 16. Will comply with the Lead-Based Paint Poisoning
Executive Order {EQ) 11514; () notification of violating Prevention Act (42 U.S.C. §§4801 et seq.) which
facilities pursuant to. EQ. 11738; (c} protection of wetlands prohibits the use of load-based paint in construction or
pursuant to. EQ 11980; (d) evaluation. of flood hazards. in rehabilitation of residence structures.
floodplains in accordance with EO 11988; (e) assurance of 17. Will cause to be performed the required financial and.
project consistency with the approved State management compliance audits in accordance with the Single Audit
program developed under the Coastal Zone Management Act Amendments of 1996 and OMB Circular No. A-133,
Act 0f 1872 (16.U.5.C. §§1451 et seq.); {f) conformity of "Audits of States, Local Governments, and. Non-Praofit
Federal actions ta State (Clean Air) Implementation Plans Organizations.”
under Section 176(¢) of the Clean Air Act of 1855, as.
amended (42 U.5.C. §§7401. et seq.); (g) protection of 18. Will comply. with all applicable requirements of all other.
underground sources of drinking water under the Safe Federal laws, executive orders, regulations, and policies
Drinking Water Act of 1974, as amended (P.L. 93-523}; governing this program.
and, (h} protection of endangered species under the
Endangered Species Act of 1973, as amended (P.L. 93- 19. Will comply. with the requirements of Section 108(g) of
205}. the Trafficking Victims Protection Act (TVPA) of 2000, as
. . . L amended (22 U.8.C. 7104} which prohibits grant award
12, Will comply. with the Wild and Scenic Rivers Act of recipients or a sub-recipient from {1} Engaging in severe
1968 (16 U.5.C. §§1271 et seq.) related to protecting forms. of trafficking in persons. during the period of time.
components or potential components of the national that the award is in effect (2) Procuring a commercial
wild and scenic rivers system. sex act during the period. of time that the award is in
effect or {3) Using forced labor in the performance of the
award or subawards. under the award.
SIGNATURE OF AUTHORIZED CERTIFYING OFFICIAL TITLE
|)ij_c:1eJ_J_e. Seoeopaniak SlLalo Suncrinlonooenl. ol Schoo s |

APPLICANT ORGANIZATION

DATE SUBMITTED

|Ma sy land Stats Dopas-ument ol Edusation

1072372014 |

Standard Form 4248 (Rev. 7-97) Back

PR/Award # 54138150034
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DISCLOSURE OF LOBBYING ACTIVITIES

Approved by OMB
Complete this form to disclose lobbying activities pursuant to 31. U.5.C.1352

0348-0046
1. " Type of Federal Action: 2. * Status of Federal Action: 3.” Report Type:
l:‘ a. centract |:| a. bid'elfer/apphcation & a. initial filing
g b grant b.. initial award El b. matetial change
l:‘ C. cooperative agraement |:| ¢ post-award
I:] d. loan
D e |oan guarantes
I:] f.. loan insurance
4. Name and Address of Reporting Entity:
[E Frime l:l SubAwardes
* Name | . |
MSA
" Streat 1 | . | Streat. 2 [ |
" City |~. | State | | Zip | |
NE
Congressional District, f known: |
6. " Federal Department/Agency: 7.” Federal Program Name/Description:
Ry Precoho.l Dmvslowaenl Grent;
CFDA Number, /f applicabls |v| A
8. Federal Action Number, if known.! 9. Award Amount, /f known:
$| l
10. a. Name and Address of Lobbying Registrant:
Prefix I:l * First Name e | Midhe Name l ‘
Last Name |r . ] Suffix I:l
* Street 1 | ] Strear 2 | ]
~ ity [ | State | | Zip | ]
b. Individual Performing Setvices (ncluding address it ditterent trom Na. 10a),
Prefiv I:l " First Name [, . |Mrd|:r’|'e Merne | |
* Last Name ||- . | Stitfix I:l
* Sireet 1 | l Street 2 | |
* City | | State | | Zip | |
Information. requested. through. this karm is authorized by title 31 LL.5.C. section. 1352, This disclosure of lobbying actwties is a material represantation. of tact upon which
11.
reliance was. placed by the tier above whan the transaction. was made or entered inte.. This disclosure 15 required. pursuant to. 21 U.S.C. 1352, This information will be. reported. to.
the Congress semi-annually and will be avallable for public inspection, Any perscn wha fails to file the required. disclosure shall be subject to a civil penalty of nat less than.
$10,000 and. not rmove than $100,000 tor each such failure.
* Signature: |I\“ : e Groreran zk l
*Name: Prafix < First Name [ | Midale Name |
Zillian M.
* Lasi Name | ] | Suittix I:l
Title: [crace Lapcrontessiont oI Zchosls | TeIephone_Nn.: LRV TN R |Dale: |'.U.-'.-: Rt
Authorized lor, Lacal Reproduction,
Federal Use Only: Standard Form.- LLL (Rev. 7-87)

t50034

PRAwWard ¥ 84188
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Tracking Number:GRANT1176919%

OMB Number: 1894-0005
Expiration Date: 33/31/2017

NOTICE TO ALL APPLICANTS

The purpose of this enclosure is to inform you about a new .
provision in the Department of Education's General
Education Provisions Act (GERA) that applies to applicants.
for new grant awards under Department programs.. This
provision is Section 427 of GEPA, enacted as part of the
Improving America's Schools Act of 1994 (Public Law (P.L.}.
103-382).

To Whom Does This. Provision Apply?

Section 427 of GEPA affects applicants for new grant
awards under this program. . ALL APPLICANTS FOR.
NEW AWARDS MUST INCLUDE INFORMATION. IN .
THEIR APFPLICATIONS TO ADDRESS THIS NEW
PROVISION IN. ORDER TO RECEIVE FUNDING UNDER .
THIS PROGRAM.

{If this program is a State-formula grant program, a State
needs to provide this description only for projects or .

activities that it carries out with funds reserved for State-level

uses. In addition, local school districts or other eligible
applicants that apply to the State for tunding need to provide
this description in their applications to the State for tunding.
The State would be responsible for ensuring that the school
district or other local entity has submitted a sufficient,
section 427 statement as described below.)

What Does This Provision Require?

Section 427 requires. each. applicant for. funds. {other than an.
individual person). to. include in its. application a description..
of the steps. the. applicant proposes to take to ensure
equitable access to, and participation in, its.
Federally-assisted program for. students, teachers, and..
other program beneficiaries with special needs. . This.
pravision allows applicants discretion in developing the.
required description... The statute highlights six types of
parriers that can impede equitable access. or. participation:.
gender, race, national arigin, color, disability, or age. .
Based on local circumstances, you should determine..
whether these or. other barriers. may. prevent your students,
teachers, etc. fram such access or participation in, the
Federally-funded project or. activity. . The description in. your .
application of steps to be taken to overcome these barriers
need not be lengthy; you may provide. a clear and succinct

description of how you plan to address those barriers that are
applicable to your circumstances. In addition. the information
may. be provided in a single narrative, or, if appropriate, may
be discussed in connection with related topics in the
application.

Section 427 is not intended to duplicate the requirements of
civil rights statutes, but rather to ensure that, in designing
their projects, applicants for Federal funds address equity
concerns that may affect the ability of certain potential
beneficiaries to fully participate in the project and to achieve
to high standards. Consistent with program requirements and
its approved application, an applicant may use the Federal
funds awarded to it to eliminate barriers it identifies.

What are Examples of How an Applicant Might Satisfy the
Requirement of This Provision?

The following examples may help illustrate how an applicant
may comply with Section 427.

{1} An applicant that proposes to carry out an adult literacy
project serving, among others, adults with limited English
proficiency, might describe in its application how it intends to
distribute a brochure about the proposed project to such
potential participants in their native language.

{2} An applicant that proposes to develop instructional
materials. for. classroom use might describe how. it will make
the materials. available on audio. tape. or in. braille. for. students
who. are blind.

{3) An applicant that proposes to carry. out a model science.

program for secondary. students and is. concerned that girls..
may. be less likely than boys to enroll in the course, might
indicate. how it intends to. conduct "outreach” efforts 1o girls,
to encourage their enrcliment.

We racognize that many applicants may already be.
implementing effective steps to ensure equity of
access and participation. in their grant programs, and,
we gppreciate your. cooperation in responding to. the
requirements of this provision.

Estimated Burden Statement for GEPA Requirements

According to the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1985, no persons are required to respond to a collection of information unless such
collection displays a valid OMB control number. Public reporting burden for this collection of informaticn is estimated to average
1.5 hours per response, including time for reviewing instructions, searching existing data sources, gathering and maintaining the
data needed, and completing and reviewing the. collection of information. . The obligation to. respond to this collection. is required to.
obtain or retain benefit {Public Law. 103-382). . Send comments regarding the burden estimate. or any other aspect of this collection
of information, including. suggestions for reducing this burden, to the U.S. Department of Education, 400 Maryland Ave., SW,
Washington, DC  20210-4537 or email ICDocketMgr@ed.gov and reference the QMB Caontrol Number. 1894-0005.

Optional - You may attach 1 file to this page.

GFEEA ORTQUTIRIVENT df

‘ Delete Attachment | View Attachment

PR/Award # 54138150034
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GEPA REQUIREMENT

The Maryland State Department of Education ensures equitable access to, and
participation in, its Federally-assisted program [or students, teachers, and other program
beneficiaries with special needs. There are implicit and explicit processes and procedures
to ensurc cqual access and treatment of project participants who arc groups that have
been underrepresented, based on race, color, national origin, gender, age or disability.
Some of the specific processes and procedures include:

¢ All prospective attendees are from schools and participation organizations that
will have access 1o outreach materials, training supplements, e¢tc. MSDE will
make specific outreach efforts that target underrepresented populations in the
training.

¢ All MSDE materials are available in alternative formats for special needs
populations

o  MSDE will provide technical expertise (o ensure special needs and diverse
populations are addressed through implementation

¢ The curriculum and instructional materials will be evaluated based on diversity
and underrepresented populations.

¢ The schools targeted by the grant are low performing and located in poverty areas.

PR/Award & 541381500334
Page 10



CERTIFICATION REGARDING LOBBYING

Certification for Cantracts, Grants, Loans, and Cooperative Agreements

The undersigned certifies, to the best of his or her knowledge and belief, that:

(1) No Federal appropriated. funds have been paid. or will be paid, by aor on behalf of the undersigned, tc any .
persen for influencing or attempting to influence an officer or employee of an agency, a Member. of
Congress, an aofficer ar employee of Congress, or an employee of a Member of Congress. in connection with
the awarding of any Federal contract, the making of any Federal grant, the making of any Federal lcan, the.
entering into. of any cooperative agreement, and the extension, continuation, renewal, amendment, or.
modification of any Federal contract, grant, lean, or cooperative agreement.

(2] It any funds other than Federal appropriated funds have been paid or will be paid to any person for
influgncing or attempting to influence an officer or employee of any agency, a Member of Congress, an.
officer or emplayee of Congress, or an employee of a Member of Cangress in. connecticn. with this. Federal
contract, grant, loan, or coaperative agreement, the undersigned shall complete and submit Standard.
Form-LLL, "Disclosure. of Lobbying Activities," in accordance with its. instructions.

(3) The undersigned shall require that the language of this certification be included in the award documents
for all subawards at all tiers {including subcontracts, subgrants, and contracts under grants, lgans, and
cooperative agreements) and that all subrecipients shall certify and disclose accordingly. This certification
is a material representation of fact upon which reliance was placed when this transaction was made or
entered into. Submission of this certification is a prerequisite for making or entering into this transaction
imposed by section 1352, title 31, U.S. Code. Any persan whao fails to file the required certification shall be
subject to a civil penalty. of not less than $10,00 0 and not more than $100,000 for each such failure.

Statement for Loan Guarantees and Loan Insurance
The undersigned states, to the best of his or her knowledge and belief, that:

If any funds have been paid or will be paid to any persen for influencing or attempting to. influence an officer .
or. employee of any agency, a Member of Congress. an cfficer or employee of Congress, or an employee of .
a Member of Congress in connection with this commitment providing for the United States to insure or
guarantee a lean, the undersigned shall complete and submit Standard Form-LLL, "Disclosure of Lobbying
Activities," in accordance with its instructions. Submission of this statement is a prerequisite for making or
entering into this transaction imposed by sectien 1352, title 31, U.S. Code. Any person who fails to file the |
required statement shall be subjec t to a civil penalty of not. less than $10,000 and not more than $100,000.
for each such failure.

" APPLICANT'S ORGANIZATION

¥aryland State Depsrvtment. of Zducaticon

" PRINTED NAME AND TITLE OF AUTHORIZED REPRESENTATIVE

Prefix: * First Nameg:|--L1l-2r | Middle Name: |“"-v

+Last Name:[ 700 L sumc] ]
* Title: |5Lale Super_nlendenl. ol Schools
* SIGNATURE: “-’ir_.hc:l I frcecpaniak ‘ * DATEI|'_C,-‘23__!23'_-;_

PR/Award & 541381500334
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Abstract
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Maryland State Department of Education

Preschool Development Grant — Expansion Grant

Project Abstract

(b)

Maryland’s plan intends to expand and improve the quality of prekindergarten for |, ;1 |four-year olds
from families with household incomes at or below. 300%. of the Federal Poverty Guidelines (FPG).
During its first two years of the grant, Maryland. will seek an expansion [or (b)(4)

four-year olds from
families with 200% of poverty. In Year 3 and 4 of the grant, Maryland will appropriate State funds to
cnable the aceess to high quality prekindergarten for an additionalfour—ycar. olds from familics with
incomes above 200% and below 300% ol poverty..

This strategy is aligned with current State pelicy which expanded prekindergarten in school year 2014-15
for four-year olds to families with incomes at or below 300% of poverty for a new grant-funded
prekindergarten expansion. Maryland’s expansion as codificed in the Prekindergarten Expansion Act of
2014, included a grant program [or prekindergarten operated by local bouards of education, and —for the
first time- community-based programs such as child care, Head Start, and nursery schools, by
incorporated prekindergarten into their daily schedules. It is viewed as the first step toward a gradual
expansion loward universal access to prekindergarten for all four-year olds.

This Federally [unded plan is a major building block of Maryland’s efforts to expand prekindergarten
across the State. The majority of policymakers agree that such an expansion improves learning
opportunitics for young children and enhances the school readiness skills on entering kindergarteners as
measured by the State’s Kindergarten Readiness Assessment. It also remains a critical keystone in
Maryland’s education reform efforts, namely the reduction of the achievement gaps.
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A. Executive Summary

The extent to which the State includes an ambitious and achievable plan for expanding

access to High Quality Preschool Programs that clearly articulates how the plan proposed

under each criterion in this section, when taken together, will

(1)build on the State’s progress to date as demonstrated in Selection Criterion (B)
As outlined in Scction B, Maryland’s plan builds on the strength of its well-developed
carly childhood cducation infrastructurc.  There arc three key components that make an
expansion of prekindergarten for low-income children a good public and private
investment:

Consolidated governance: . By law since 2005, Maryland’s early childhood education

programs are all under auspices of the Maryland State Department of Education (MSDE).
The creation of a Division of Early Childhood Development, alongside other divisions
within the Department, such as Special Education/Early Intervention Services, Instruction
and Assessment, Effective Educator/Teacher Certification, and Student and Family,
Support Services (which houses Title 1) provide an ideal springboard for not only
consistent policies for services birth to kindergarten, but for aligning policies and
practices for a modern P-20 education system. Thus, high quality prekindergarten is a
critical lynchpin in supporting education reform in the areas of school readiness,
achievement gaps, and rigorous curricular standards and practices that prepare students
for the 21" century.

Long-standing prekindergarten track record: Maryland’s State Board of Education

established a prekindergarten program in public schools as early as 1980. Since then,
high quality prekindergarten has been provided as the Extended Elementary Education
Program (EEEP) until 2007, and then as a prekindergarten system at all 24 local school
districts providing, minimally, to all economically disadvantaged four-year olds access to
a half-day prekindergarten education program [or the180 days of the year. In 2014, the
Maryland General Assembly passed the Prekindergarten Expansion Act of 2014 with the
stated goal to execute a long-standing recommendation by a Task Force for universal
access to publicly funded prekindergarten for all four-ycar olds. Maryland’s plan builds

on the Prekindergarten Expansion medel by creating a mixed scrvice delivery of an carly
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education program in quality community-based early learning providers such as child
care, Head Start, and nursery schools in addition to public schools.

Successful implementation of Race to the Top  Early Learning Challenge(RTT-ELCy

grant: Through the RTT-ELC, Maryland created two critical elements that will enhance
Maryland’s plan for expanding prekindergarten — a robust TQRIS and well-developed
early childhood comprehensive assessment system. Since the inception in July 2013 of
Maryland EXCELS, the State’s TQRIS, carly lcarning providers registered with the
system at a rate 3-times higher than expected. Such a response, especially among child
care providers, speaks [or a yearning to ofler quality early education within a climate of
high expectations. Such expectations are being articulated by a [ocus on improving the
school readiness skills of preschoolers as they matriculate into kindergarten and start their
school career. Thus, the Maryland prekindergarten expansion plan continues its long-
standing process of measuring school readiness skills, thereby informing early learning

providers about the effectiveness of their programs.

(2)Provide voluntary, High Quality Preschool Programs for eligible children through

subgrants to each subgrantee in two or more High-Need Communities.
Maryland’s long-term goal is universal access 1o high quality prekindergarten for all four-
vear olds.  While public schools provide such access to economically disadvantaged four-
vedr olds, defined as those whose families’ household income is at or below 185% of
poverty or Federal Poverty Guidelines (FPG), Maryland’s Prekindergarten Expansion Act
extended the access to community-based programs for income levels at 300% of poverty.
Maryland’s four-year plan for this grant devises strategies of identifying and recruiting
four-year olds at 200% of poverty into prekindergarten slots at public schools and
community-based programs, and, in the last two years of the grant, by raising the inconme
eligibility for the grant-funded subgrantees to 300% of poverty through matching state
funds.
The scope of Maryland’s plan is statcwide, thereby including many high-need

communitics in all regions of the State, but with a special emphasis on high-nced

Maryland’s Preschool Expansion Grant Page 2
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communities in Baltimore City, especially by expanding the highly effective Judy Center
comprehensive services model.
The plan uses communities with schools that have a 65% FARM rate as the cut-off for
determining prioritized needs, but it also intends to recruit income eligible four-year olds
into high quality prekindergarten by using four additional needs assessment criteria:
o Elementary schools in school improvement, i.e., Focus or Priority schools;
s Subgrantees in jurisdictions with the highest number of income eligible four-year
olds who are not enrolled in prekindergarten;
o Subgrantees in jurisdictions with high numbers of low-income and Hispanic four-
year olds enrolled in informal care arrangements;
s Subgrantees that provide specialized services for income-eligible four-year olds
who are medically fragile or need therapeutic nursery services.
Casting such a wide net for identifying and recruiting income eligible four-year olds
ensures that a significant higher number of families of four-year old children in high-need
communities across the State have better options 1n accessing high quality

prekindergarten.

{3)Increase the number and percentage of Eligible Children served in High-Quality
Preschool Programs during cach year of the grant period through the creation of new,
and the improvement of existing State Preschool Program slots.
Maryland’s plan projccts the expansion of 1,210 new slots and 1,601 improved slots
during the first year of the grant, i.e., all subgrantees that receive grant funds will be in
operation by September 1, 2015. In Years 3 and 4 of the grant, i.e., SFY 18 and SFY 19,
Federal funds will be matched with State funds to expand access to an estimated total of
'our-year olds whose families’ income is at 300% of poverty, thereby creating
consistency regarding income eligibility among all State and Federal grant-funded
subgrantees. In addition, equity will be served by adjusting the rate per slot of State-

funded subgrantees to match the Federally funded rate. In FY 15, Maryland uscs a ratc of

JE®)H)]for a full-day slot whercas Maryland’s Federal cxpansion plan proposcs §©X4)

per slot..
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Based on the total enrollment of four-year olds in Maryland’s prekindergarten, by Year 4
of the grant the increase of new expanded slots will be 8% above the total
prekindergarten enrollment in 2013-14. In addition, the State matching . funds will boost

eligibility guidelines for families to 300%.

{4)Have all the characteristics specified in the definition of High Quality Preschool
programs.
Maryland’s plan is defined by the overarching strategy of aligning the range of structural
quality [eatures across a mixed service delivery by requiring that all subgrantees meet the
High Quality Preschool criteria espoused by this grant. Maryland’s plan exceeds the staff
qualification criteria by requiring all lead teachers in grant-funded prekindergarten to
hold a State teaching certificate in early childhood education..
Maryland has established policies by regulation and State law that define the quality of
publicly funded prekindergarten. Based on the grant program under the Prekindergarten
Expansion Act, the Maryland plan adopted the following eligibility for subgrantees:
Prekindergarten operated by local boards of education and compliance with the State’s
prekindergarten regulations;
Community-based programs that are either:
o) Published at Level 5, the highest level, in Maryland EXCELS; or
o State or nationally accredited as 4 program of quality; or

o. Certified by MSDE as a nursery school..

The rationale for subgrantee eligibility among community-based programs is based on
the MSDE’s accountability principles when using public funds, which call for reducing
the risk of lailure among programs that have demonstrated continuous program
improvement, stability of program quality, and have the capacity to meet the Expansion

Grant’s criteria of High Quality Preschool programs.

{5)Set expectations for the school readiness of children upon kindergarten entry.
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Maryland’s plan includes the use of a newly developed Kindergarten Readiness
Assessment (KRA) as part of the RTT-ELC funded Early Childhocod Comprehensive
Assessment System. The KRA, first implemented in school year 2(14-15, replaces the.
long-standing legacy Kindergarten Assessment of the Maryland Model for School
Readiness (MMSR). The KRA baseline for 2014-15 will be available in March 2013.
The first cohort of four-year olds in prekindergarten funded under this grant will be
asscssced on the KRA in school ycar 2016-17, thereby setting the benchmarks for all and

subgroups of prekindergarteners funded by this grant.

{6)Be supported by a broad group of stakeholders, including Early Learning
Intermediary Organizations, and Statc and local early learning councils.
Maryland’s plan includes letters of support by the following:
¢ Governor’s Early Childhood Advisory Councils;
¢ 24 local early childhood advisory councils; and

¢ Local school systems participating in the grant.

Letters of commitment for private sponsorship of the grant include:
¢ Baltimore Community Foundation and the Campaign for Grade Level
Reading;
s Literacy Lab;
s College of Education at the University of Maryland College Park.

(7 Allocate funds between
{a) Activities to build and enhance State Preschool Program infrastructure using
no more than five percent of its Federal grant funds reccived over the grant
period on State-level infrastructure including, but not limited to, monitoring
and evaluation and other guality enhancing activities that improve the

delivery of High-Quality Preschool Programs to Eligible Children.
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Maryland’s plan includes the following grant funded infrastructure enhancements:

e Four FTEs responsible for providing technical assistance regarding
program opcration and monitoring of grant-funded State Preschool
Programs to ensure high fidelity of implementation with respect to
meeting the High-Quality Preschool criteria of this grant;

¢ Vendor to assist in the identification and recruitment of income-eligible
four-year olds;

e Program evaluation, including a parent satisfaction survey, on the
effectiveness of the grant-funded programs in terms of implementation
and outcomes as measured by the KRA and long-term measures through
grade 3;

» Agsignment of five full-time early literacy Reading Corps tutors at five
Judy Centers in Baltimore City;

o Graduation of 30 candidates recelving State teacher certification through
the Maryland Alternative Approved Preparation Program conducted by
The New Teacher Project.

e Modification, hosting, and maintenance of the online KRA regarding the
expansion of publicly funded prekindergarten slots from community-based
subgrantees.

¢ General administrative and business costs related to the implementation of

the grant.

{b) Subgrants to Early Learning Providers to implement voluntary, High-
Quality Preschool Programs for Eligible Children in two or more High-Need
Communities, including how it will

a. Provide High-Quality Preschool Programs to Eligible Children no
later than the end of year one of the grant period;
b. Subgrant at least 95% of its Federal grant funds to its Subgrantees

over the grant period; and
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¢. Support each Subgrantee in culturally and linguistically appropriate
outreach and communication efforts in order to ensure that all
families, including those who are isolated or otherwise hard to reach,
are informed of the opportunity and encouraged to enroll their

children in available programs.

Maryland’s plan requires that all subgrantces will operate grant-funded

prekindergarten by September 1, 2015.

It provides funding for 95% of its Federal grant per year to its subgrantees as

follows:

Community-based early learning providers: = $5.785,728
Prekindergarten at LEAs: . . . $6,154.272
Prekindergarten at Judy Centers: : $2.310,000

Maryland’s plan includes a vendor, solicited with grant funds, to identify and
recruit income-eligible four-year olds from the following MSDE run data

bases:

o Child Care Subsidy data management system:

o MMSR data base regarding income-eligible and Hispanic four-year
olds in informal care;

s Prekindergarten waitlists with local school systems; and

s (Other such as Medicaid data base.

In addition, subgrantees, namely the Judy Centers and their partners in
sclected jurisdictions, will assist in identifying familics with income-cligible

four-ycar olds.
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B. Commitment to State Preschool Programs

The extent to which the State has demonstrated its commitment to develop or enhance the

State Preschool Program infrastructure and its capacity to both deliver and increase access to

High-Quality Preschool Programs for Eligible Children, as evidenced by—

(1)

(2)

State Early Learning and Development Standards;

As part of the implementation of Race to the Top — Early Learning Challenge (RTT-ELC)
grant, Maryland revised its early learning standards to closely align with the Maryland
College and Career-Ready Standards K-12. They are comprised of Guidelines for children
birth to four (named Health Beginnings-Supporting Development and Learning from Birth
Through Three Years of Age) and the Prekindergarten component of the Maryland K-12
standards for the content areas English Language Arts/Language & Literacy, Mathematics,
Science, Social Studies, and Physical Development.  In addition, Maryland developed.
Social Foundations standards which encompass social and emotional development,
approaches to learning, and executive functioning skills for Preschool-3 through
Kindergarten. These Standards define the curricular resources used in publicly funded
prekindergarten, including the ones funded under this grant. (See Appendix, Evidence,

Section B.1))

The State's financial investment, if any, and the estimated number and percentage of
children, including if known, the estimated number and percentage of Eligible Children,
served in State Preschool Programs over the last four years,.

By law, all four-year olds from [amilies with household incomes of 185% of the Federal
Poverty Guidelines have access (o a prekindergarten slot. Local school systems, by
regulation, may enroll additional four-year olds who exhibit school readiness needs if there
a vacancies. A portion of the additional prekindergarten students may be eligible under the
eligibility of 200% of FPG under this grant. The table below shows the number of four-
year old prckindergarten students enrolled and the State’s estimated funding for

prekindergarten for the last four school ycars.
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MSDE Division of Early Childhood Development
Maryland 4 Year Olds: SFY 2011 - SFY 2014

725894 73736 74,299 T4 854
34 630 34,864
30,559 33'3?625,68? 30,282 26,402 31,581 26,358
24,360 26,116 26I496 I I I I
SFY 2011 SFY 2012 SFY 2013 SFY 2014

Maryland Census{estim.) ®<185%FPL <200%FPL  ®wPre-K Enrolliment

(3) FEnacted and pending legislation, policies, or practices that demonstrate the State's.
current and future commitment to increasing access to High-Quality Preschool
Programs for Eligible Children;

Maryland’s State Board of Education established prekindergarten for four-year olds in
public schools in 1980 and maintained governance of the programs ever since. The
operation of prekindergarten is governed by local boards of education and regulated by the
Maryland State Board of Education. Since 2007, all four-year olds from families with
household incomes of 185% of FPG can access prekindergarten slots. However, the
General Assembly did not provide for a dedicated fund source for prekindergarten. Local
boards of cducation must usc local, State and Federal cducation funds to cover the
opcration of prekindergarten. Local school systems must include prekindergarten
classrooms in their facilities plans to ensure that all eligible four-year olds have access to
prekindergarten slots regardless of their residencies. This amounts to prekindergarten
classrooms in almost 80% of all elementary schools in the State. In 2006, a Task Force on
Universal Preschool Education recommended the accessibility to prekindergarten for all
four-year olds. The recommendation became law in 2014 in the form of the

Prekindergarten Expansion Act of 20014 which expanded the provision of prekindergarten
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(4)

not only in public schools but also at community-based programs such as child care, Head
Start, and nursery schools as long as the regulatory standards promulgated for public school
prekindergarten are enforced in the same way. The regulations require the provision of a
prekindergarten teacher who holds State teacher certification in early childhood education,
the implementation of a preschool curriculum, standard student-teacher ratios, and
inclusion practices for children with disabilities. The law provided for an appropriation of
$in_ FY15 as the first step toward expanding access to prekindergarten for all
four-year olds. (See Appendix, Evidence B.3.)

The quality of existing State Preschool Programs, as evidenced by policies and program
data that demonstrate the State's commitment to the components of a High-Quality
Preschool Program; compliance with Program Standards; and support for program
monitoring and improvement, which may be accomplished through the use of a TORIS;
The Statc’s prekindergarten regulations (COMAR 13A.06.03) defines cligibility, site
selection, and local school system responsibilities. The scope of the regulations extends to
three-year olds, as well. The operation is defined by half-day or full-day programming for
5 days and, at a minimun, 180 days per year. The stafling must include a teacher who
possesses a current State teaching certificate in early childhood education and a para-
professional with & high school diploma or « CDA. Under the No Child Left Behind
policies, paraprofessionals in Title 1 prekindergarten programs must either obtain an AA
degree or pass PRAXIS I. The prekindergarten curriculum must align with the Maryland
College and Career-Ready Standards (MCCRS). In terms of program monitoring and
improvement, the local school system must analyze the Department-approved kindergarten
assessment to evaluate the effectiveness of the school system’s prekindergarten program
and provide information to MSDE in its annual Master Plan. The plan includes strategies
and activities in how the early learning programs will be improved to indicate progress on

prekindergarten program goals. In practice, each local school system analyzes its

Jjurisdiction’s Kindergarten Assessment information for all those kindergarteners who

matriculated from publicly funded prckindergarten. The data can be analyzed for

subgroups of students and their results on various domains of lcarning such as Language &
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{5)

Literacy or Mathematics. In 2013-14, 83% of all kindergarteners transitioning from
prekindergarten were assessed as fully ready for Kindergarten. (Maryland introduced a
newly developed Kindergarten Readiness Assessment in school year 2014-15.)

Local school systems may. also partner with early childhood programs which are not
operated by local boards of education as long as those programs meet the qualifications as a
“qualified vendor,” i.c., maintain Statc or national program accreditation and have the
capacity to meet the State’s prekindergarten regulations, State accreditation refers to a
process of self-appraisal, program improvement, and independent validation for
prekindergartien (aside [rm Kindergarten, child care centers, and Head Start) by using the
MSDE Standards for Implementing Quality Early Childhood Programs.

Based on this governance structure, the Maryland General Assembly passed a law that
extends access to prekindergarten not only within the local school systems but also to the
“qualified vendors.” The new legislation included additional criteria for the “qualificd
vendor” such as holding a certificate of approval by MSDE as a nursecry school or being
published at Level 5, the highest level of quality in Maryland EXCELS, which is the
State’s TQRIS.  The new Prekindergarten Expansion Act also gives MSDE the authority to
issue grant funds directly to the “‘qualified vendors”, as long as the awarded community-
based programs maintain the level of quality espoused by the law and regulations. Thus,
Maryland proposes to exceed the teacher qualifications as defined by this grant program. .
Instead of defining “high staff qualifications, including a teacher with a bachelor’s degree,”
Maryland’s teachers in prekindergarten programs funded by this grant will possess current

State teacher certification in early childhood education as required by law.

The State’s coordination of preschool programs and services, in partnership with its
Early Learning Advisory Council, with other State and Federal resources that may be
used to serve preschool-aged children, including, if applicable, programs and services.
supported by title I of the ESEA, part C and section 619 of part B of IDEA, subtitle VII-
B of the McKinney-Vento Act, the Head Start Act (42 U.5.C. 9831 et seq.), and the Child
Care and Development Block Grant Act of 1990 (42 U.S.C. 9858 et seq.).
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The legislatively mandated Maryland State Early Childhood Advisory Council (“*Council”),
chaired by the State Superintendent of Schools, is formally charged with monitoring the
implementation of the Race to the Top Early Learning Challenge (RTT-ELC) grant.. The
Council fully endorses the expansion of prekindergarten to high quality programs. Given
the school readiness gap for children with disabilities and English learners (EL), the
Council is particularly keen on supporting children with special learning needs through the
cxpanded prekindergarten program. The consolidated governance of carly childhood
education in Maryland is particularly conducive to a close working relationship with
MSDE’s divisions of special education/early intervention services and student, family, and
school support services, responsible for compliance with subtitle VII-B of the McKenney-
Vento Act.. While homeless children already have access to prekindergarten at any point in
time during the school year, Maryland intends to require that “qualified vendors” with
prekindergarten extend such critical access to homeless children when needed. In addition,
MSDE will introduce, for the 2015 legislative session, amendments to the existing Council
law to include representation from MSDE"s Office of Title 1 and the Education for the

Homeless community. {(see Appendix, Evidence B.5.)

The coordination of prekindergarten with Head Start and the State’s Child Care Subsidy
Program occurs at “qualified vendor” sites. Nationally or State accredited Head Start
programs or those published at Level 5 of Maryland EXCELS are eligible to receive the
Statc’s prekindergarten funds, and will, therefore, be cligible to receive Federal
prekindergarten cxpansion funds. The coordination of “*qualified vendors™ offering
publicly funded prekindergarten with child care subsidy (capped at 176% of FPQ) for the
remainder of the child care day and the summer months will be facilitated through an
agreement in the MOU between MSDE and the subgrantees. MSDE intends 1o streamline
the administrative process regarding eligibility [or child care subsidy and remove any
administrative barriers which could be a disincentive for low income families to access

grant-funded prekindergarten sites.

{6) The State's role in promoting coordination of preschool programs and services at the
State and local levels with other sectors that support the early learning and
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development of children, including child heaith, mental health, family support,

nutrition, child welfare, and adult education and training sectors.

The Judy Centers, Maryland’s signature model for promoting the coordination of
preschool programs with comprehensive services, are designed to address disadvantaged
young children’s rcadiness for school as carly as infancy. Established through formal
agreements between a Title 1 school and its early childhood partners serving the
attendance area of the school (i.e., child care, Head Start, Part C and Sec 619 programs,
as well as family literacy, library, health, social services) Judy Centers, operated by local
school systems, succeeded in narrowing or eliminating the school readiness gap for low-

income children and English learners..

MSDE also provides funding for the following unique statewide programs that are

charged to serve in high-need communities:

# Family Support Centers (i.e., a family literacy program, home-visiting, and parent
education classes in 26 communities across the State); and
¥ Early Childhood Mental Health Consultation (i.e., support services young

children with behavioral challenges enrolled in licensed child care programs).

Maryland also intends to expand the Judy Centers under this grant by establishing so-called
satellites which extend the Judy Center services to another Title 1 school in proximity of the
Judy Center site. The Council is also concerned about having adequate access to prekindergarten
for children with severe medically fragile and mental health needs. Maryland intends to create
new slots and improved quality slots with specialized programs for medically fragile children

and therapeutic nurseries.

C. Ensuring Quality in Preschool Programs.

The extent to which the State has an ambitious and achievable plan to ensure program.

quality, including a description of how the State will—
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Use no more than 5% of the funds received over the grant period for State Preschool

Program infrastructure and quality improvements. at the State level:

Maryland has a well-developed infrastructure to support the expansion of prekindergarten. For
the past three years, Maryland boosted its early childhood education system through the
implementation of the RTT-ELC which set the stage for being in lockstep with the major

education reform efforts underway for K-12.
(a) Enhancing or expanding Early Learning and Development Standards

The four-year olds enrolled in the expanded prekindergarten program will benefit from
Maryland’s revised carly learning standards in terms of content and scope. As part of the RTT-
ELC, Maryland expanded the scope from Birth-5 to Birth - Grade 3. The new Maryland College
and Career-Ready Standards (MCCRS), based on the Common Core State Standards, informed
the revisions in terms of the content for Prek and its alignment with K-12. The standards also
incorporated Maryland’s Healthy Beginnings guidelines for Birth to Four. Thus, Maryland’s

standards are comprised of the [ollowing for Birth to Grade 3:

Birth to Age 4 Prekindergarten Kindergarten to Grade 3
Personal and Social Development | Social Foundation Social Foundation (K only).
Physical Development Physical Development | Physical Development and Health
and Health (Physical Education (K-3))
Language Development Language & Literacy | English Language Arts
Cognition and General Mathematics Mathematics
Knowledge
Science Science
Social Studies Social Studies
The Arts. The Arts
Sourcc: Healthy Beginnings: Source: Maryland Cellege and Carcer-Ready Standards
Supporting Development and
Learning from Birth through
Three Years of Age
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Will these strategies be included in the State’s plan for this grant? Yes

Will five percent of the grant amount be used for this activity? No

(b) Implementing Program Standards consistent with High Quality Preschool

Program

While the program standards for public school prekindergarten are defined by the State’s
Prekindergarten regulations, the programs standards for early learning providers (i.e.,
community-based programs) are defined by Maryland EXCELS, the State’s TQRIS which has
five levels of quality, Level 5 being the highest. The high quality criteria on Level 5 include
completed program accreditation by MSDE or a nationally accrediting organization. A third set
of quality program standards is defined by the education program in nursery school certified by
MSDE (COMAR 13A.17.14). These program standards comprise the eligibility for participation
as a subgrantee under this grant. Eligible prekindergarten subgrantees must be either:

» Operated by a local boards of education and in compliance with prekindergarten

regulations; or
» published at Level 5 of Maryland EXCELS, or
» accredited by MSDE or a national accrediting organization recognized by MSDE; or

» certified by MSDE as a non-public nursery school.

Maryland EXCELS provides program standards for public prekindergarten and licensed child
care centers that are based on nationally recognized indicators of quality in five areas:

#  Licensing Compliance/School Approval;

v

Staff/Teacher Qualifications and Professional Development;

Accreditation/Environmental Rating Scales;

v

v

Developmentally Appropriate Learning and Practice /Child Assessment; and

»  Administrative Policics and Practices.

Maryland EXCELS validation proccss ensures that programs arc implementing activitics

consistent with high-quality preschool programs by:
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v

On-site monitoring of published programs to view evidence of implementation regarding
the standards of Maryland EXCELS;
Providing technical support for areas identified in need of improvement as a result of
monitoring visits;
Incorporating a Continuous Quality Improvement framework in all aspects of the TQRIS;
Requiring programs to create and implement Program Improvement Plans at the higher
levels of Maryland EXCELS (i.c., Levels 3, 4 and 5), and to include school readiness
goals and objectives aligned with jurisdictional data on Maryland’s Kindergarten
Readiness Assessment;
Providing multiple layers of program support for participating programs in meeting high-
quality preschool standards within the TQRIS. The types of support come from three
primary sources offered online, by phone and through on-site visits:
o Child Care Resource and Referral Staff (i.e., capacity building through the Early
Childhood Breakthrough Center);
o Johns Hopkins University, Center for Technology in Education Program
Coordinators; and

o  MSDE Quality Assurance Specialists.

The table below depicts the alignment of Maryland’s program standards with the grant’s criteria

defining High Quality Preschool

State of MSDE
_ National Certified :
. Maryland Program Nursery LEA
Grant Criteria EXCELS (Level 5) Accreditation Schools Prekindergarten
Teacher Credentialing | A.A degree B.A. degree | B.A. degree and
Qualifications Level 4+ tcacher
certification
PD for staff Training in Defined by Continucus | LEA PD acuvities
accordance with accreditation PD for 12 Continuing
Credentialing 4+ and | standard PD credits.
12 hours per year
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State of MSDE
. National Certified
Maryland. Program Nursery LEA
Grant Criteria | EXCELS (Level 5) | Accreditation Schools Prekindergarten
continuous fraining

Child-Staff Ratio | 1:10 1:10 (or below) 1:10 1:10

(4-year olds)

Class Size (4 year | 20 20 (or below) 20 Average of 20

olds)

Intensity (Full

Day) Varies

Inclusion/Accom | Yes Yes Yes Yes

modations

Curriculum LEA or State- LEA or State- Commercial | LEA

recommended recommended or prekindergarten

individually | curriculum
designed

Staff Salaries Program specilic Program specific | Program LEA salary
specilic schedule

Program Yes Yes No Yes.

evaluation

Comprehensive Yes Yes Varies Yes

Services,

Evidence-based Yes. Yes Yes Yes

health and safety

The subgrantees will be required to meet the high quality criteria established by this grant,

thereby streamlining any discrepancies in the standards across the program improvement strands.

Will these strategies be included in the Stute’s plan for this grant? Yes

Will five percent of the grant amount be used for this activity? No.
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(¢ ) Supporting programs in mecting the needs of children with disabilitics and English

learners, including in workforce development.

It is the expectation of all publicly funded prekindergarten programs and those funded by this
grant, to provide evidence of differentiated instruction for each age group, particularly for
children with disabilitics to ensurc access to the general education curriculum, children with
special health care needs, and to improve proficiency of English learners. Kindergarten
Assessment results for incoming kindergarteners demonstrated a widening of the school
readiness gap lor children with disabilities, contributing to the development ol a seamless Birth
through Five system of services for children with disabilities. Maryland is the only State to
implement the Extended Individualized Family Service Plan (IFSP) option that offers the choice
to families of children receiving early intervention services through an IFSP after age three up to
the beginning of the school year following their fourth birthday. Under this grant, as required by
the State funded Prekindergarten Expansion model, all community-based prekindergarten must
enter into a formal agreement, 1.e., a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) with the local
school systems, (o guaraniee access 1o special need services such as early intervention or English

for Speakers of Other Languages (ESOL) support.

In addition, Maryland’s RTT-ELC implementation includes Making Access Happen, 4 coaching
and technical assistance support model which is designed for teaching staff in community-based
programs to be better trained and prepared to work with children with disabilities in least

restrictive environments, as intended and promulgated by State regulation.

At the heart ol the statewide expansion of Making Access Happen is the enhancement of
practitioners’ skills in umversal design for learning (UDL) practices and collaborative strategies
to close the achievement gap for all children. At its core, the program uses a trainer-of-trainers
coaching model to establish an enhanced professional development program for early childhood
special cducation personncel, administrators, parents, and carly learning providers who scrve
young children with disabilitics and their familics in inclusive scttings. Thesce individuals will

recelve professional development in evidence-based practices that expand access to standards-
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based early learning for young children with disabilities. Coaching strategies will be combined
with online content and pedagogical applications to connect the material presented with practice
opportunities and learner-specific feedback and participant satisfaction. A library. of short video
clips featuring coaching strategies, instructional strategies, and universally designed inclusive
classrooms and activities will be available for participants. These video clips provide an
authentic context for learning, as they feature actual practitioners in their own classrooms
throughout the Statc of Maryland. Making Access Happen program has embedded a number of

evaluation strategies to track success and provide feedback to participants.

Maryland EXCELS strategically supports the inclusion of children with disabilities and special
health care needs and English learners in the standards. For instance, even at the lowest level,
programs individualize activities to address the developmental needs of each and every child.

informed by information from an 1EP or an IFSP.

The support for English learners is mainly facilitated through the recruitment in high quality
programs with a strong language and literacy curriculum. Maryland’s curriculum review process.
for determining State-recommended commercial preschool curricula include criteria for English
learners. Regarding this grant, all prekindergarten programs in community-based programs must

adopt a preschool curriculum from the State-recommended list.

As the success at Maryland’s Judy Centers have shown, young English learners boost their
proficiency in English (and presumably in their native language) through a targeted family
engagement effort as well as comprehensive services to engage families in the communities..

(See Appendix, Evidence C.c.)

Starting on January 1, 2016, all licensed child care providers are required (o conduct a
developmental screening on their enrollees. Using RTT-ELC funds, MSDE had established a
workgroup to determine which development screening tools should be recommended. Based on
the criteria below, MSDE sclected four screening instruments:

#_ The purpose of the developmental screening is clearly stated and matched to its intended

use.
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» The population, i.e., age range, for which the screening is designed is specified, and it
matches its target population.
¥ The blueprint of the screening instrument is transparent and aligned with Maryland’s
following objectives which are:
o Designed to provide feedback about children’s develepment in the physical,
cognitive, and socio-emotional domains;
o Aligned with state’s carly Icamning standards;
o Aligned with the state’s recommended preschool curricula.
#  Technical documentation to provide evidence regarding fairness, validity, reliability, and
adequate sensitivity ol the screening instrunment
¥ Tasks, questions, prompts, and stimuli are age appropriate and suitable for diverse child

populations.

v

Procedures used and results from field testing are documented, including demographics
of the field test sample.
Guidelines are provided for administration, scoring, reporting, and use of results.

Procedures to include parental information as part of the screening process.

Similar early identification processes are already in place at Head Start and LEA prekindergarten

programs..

Will these strategies be included in the State’s plan for this grant? Yes

Will five percent of the grant amount be used for this activity? No

(d) Conducting nceds assessment to determine the current availability of high quality
preschool programs, including private and faith-based providers and Head Start

programs.

MSDE approached this task by identifying high need areas in the State and by matching the areas
with the pool of eligible programs. The pool of potential subgrantees for this grant was based on

Maryland’s Prekindergarten Expansion Grant model which has its first year of implementation
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in FY'15. The eligibility for community-based subgrantees was based on one of the following

criteria:

» published at Level 5 of Maryland EXCELS; or
¥ accredited by MSDE or a national accrediting organization recognized by MSDE (see
Appendix, Evidence C.1.d.); or

# certified by MSDE as a non-public nursery school.
The rationale for meeting one of the first three eligibility thresholds is two-fold. First, it creates
an incentive for licensed child care programs, including Head Start, to engage in program
improvement and strive toward Level 5 in Maryland EXCELS. Secondly, it establishes a level
ol stability and capacity to meet the High Quality Preschool Program criteria established for this

grant.

In addition, expansion in LEA prekindergarten under this grant required the creation of new full-

day slots or improved slots by extending a half-day to a [ull-day prekindergarten.

MSDE maintains databases on all programs that meet the eligibility criteria and can merge the
information of those programs with a poverty indicator of the communities they serve. The
primary. poverty indicator chosen for this program is the percentage of elementary school
students eligible for Free and Reduced Meals (FARM). In Year | of the grant school attendance
areas with FARM rates of 65% will be included. Due to the strong interest in this grant program,
all LEA prekindergarten in school attendance areas with FARM rates above 50% and below 65%
have been placed on a waitlist. In addition, prekindergarten in so-called Focus or Priority

Schools, indicating wide achievement gaps, will be eligible as subgrantees.

For community-based prekindergarten, three additional high-need criteria were determining the

selection ol the subgrantees:

# Code POV - Jurisdictions or areas within the jurisdiction with the high numbers of lour

year olds from income eligible families (i.e., at or below 200% FPQG);
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» Code INF - Jurisdictions with a disproportionally high number of low-income and
Hispanic four-year olds matriculating to kindergarten coming from informal care or

home. {Informal care is defined as being cared for by relatives) .

¥ Code SP  Specialized early childhood education programs serving medically fragile
children and special programs providing therapeutic services aside from preschool

services.
Will five percent of the grant amount be used for this activity? Yes

The plan intends to fund a vendor in assisting with the recruitment of income eligible four-year
olds. The vendor will have access to three separate databases which will assist in assessing the

needs for four-year olds to access high quality prekindergarten:
# Maryland’s Child Carc Subsidy Program data management system;

#» Maryland’s Kindergarten Recadiness Assessment (KRA) data set which includes

individual child data on children’s prior carc as four-ycar olds listed as “Informal Care;”
# Prekindergarten waitlists at elementary schools.

. The vendor’s services will include the coordination of recruitment and enrollment support with

community-based programs and prekindergarten operated by local boards of education. Special
attention will be given to avoid the recruitment of a four-year old into one program at the cost of
another program. In addition, MSDE plans to enter into a MOU with the Department of Health

and Mental Hygiene (DHMH) on data sharing of Medicaid clients with incomes at 200% of

poverty and meeting Federal privacy rules under HIPAA.

(e) Establishing or upgrading preschool teacher education and licensure requirements

The lead teachers of a prekindergarten classroom operated by any of the subgrantees, i.e., LEA
and community-based prekindergarten, must hold a prolessional teaching license from the State

of Maryland. This standard excceds the grant’s definition of high quality teacher qualification
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and is due to State law which requires a State certitied teacher in Early Childhood Education to
teach in publicly funded prekindergarten. The only exception to this requirement is the status of a
teacher resident who is in the process of completing the licensure requirements as part of

Maryland’s Approved Alternative Preparation Program (MAAPP).

Will these strategies be included in the State’s plan for this grant? Yes

Will five percent of the grant amount be used for this activity? Yes

This plan intends to fund a MAAPP cohort of 30 teacher candidates to address the demand of
State certified teachers in publicly funded prekindergarten classrooms. Maryland’s RTT-ELC
funded three cohorts with successful results which will be completed by June 2016. The cohort
funded by this grant will start in the fall of the second year (2016) and be completed by the

summer of 2018..

(f) Improving teacher and administrator early education training programs and

professional development.

Maryland’s voluntary Child Carc Credentialing Program provides the foundation in terms of
workforce development in licensed child care facilities. The Program includes a credentialing
career ladder for teaching workforce with six credentialing levels. The Administrator
Credentialing ladder contains four levels. Regarding teaching staft, the highest level (Level 6)
includes child care teachers with undergraduate and graduate degrees. = The table below depicts
the current status ol participation in the Credentialing Program for both teaching stalf and

administrators.
MD Child Care Credentialing Program

- Child Care Center Staff only -

Participation during FY. 2015 {as of 8/31/14) *
LEVEL COUNT % OF TOTAL
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] 835 15.6%
2 550 10.2%

3 1,626 30.3%
LEVEL COUNT % OF TOTAL
4 806 15.0%
4+ 92 1.7%

5 580 10.8%
6 879 16.4%
Total 5,368 100.0%

* Active at any time from 7/1/14 through &/31/14

MSDE will coordinate recruitment of highly qualified staff with the sub-grantees by using the
information in the existing Early Childhood Data Warehouse (ECDW) which includes the

Credentialing Program’s databasc..

Maryland’s training approval program will be aligned to the newly revised Worktorce Standards
and Competency Framework which is funded by RTT-ELC and currently in draft for review by
stakeholders. It includes eight core competency areas and the range of competencies from

Novice to Expert.

In addition, Maryland’s Child Care Career and Professional Development Fund (MCCCPDF),
which has been 1n existence since 2006, will continue to provide scholarships to child care

teachers interested in pursuing a post-secondary degree in any of the 17 selected institutions of
higher education in Maryland. Graduates who carned their bachelor’s degrees with the help of

this fund might be eligible to enroll in the MAAPP.

Will these strategies be included in the State’s plan for this grant? Yes
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Will five percent of the grant amount be used for this activity? No

(g) Implementing a Statewide Longitudinal Data System to link preschool and elementary.

and secondary school data.

An Early Childhood Data Warehouse (ECDW) has already been implemented as a component of
MSDE’s P-12 Longitudinal Data System (LDS). It is able to link program-level and child-level
data across different types of early learning programs, including preschool and elementary and
secondary school. When completed in 2015, the ECDW s fully integrated within the LDS and is

interoperable with all LDS levels and aspects.

Program-level data are linked in the LDS/ECDW through the assignment by MSDE of a unique
school identifier to each public school within an LEA and by assignment of a unique license
number to each family child care home and child care center that is required to be licensed by

MSDE.

Child-level data are linked in the LDS/ECDW through the use of a unigue statewide student
identifier (SASID) that is assigned by MSDE to each child enrolled in a public pre-kindergarten
program (whether school-based or community-based). or receiving special-education or early
intervention services under IDEA. Beginning in January 2015, SASIDs will also be assigned by
MSDE to children enrolled in State-licensed child care programs through implementation of a
web-based child enrollment and tracking application that has been created as part of the MSDE
Dhvision of Early Childhood Development’s child care administrative tracking system (CCATS). .
CCATS is a fully integrated case management system that captures all data related to child care
licensing, child care subsidies, and child care staff credentialing and professional development.
In the spring of 2015, CCATS will also be able to capture and track all data related to Maryland
EXCELS, which is the State’s ticred quality rating and improvement system (T/QRIS), and
licensed programs’ enrollment and attendance of children in the so-called Enrollment and
Attendance Reporting System (EARS). Four-year olds enrolled in the grant-funded community-

based prekindergarten will be assigned SASIDs. (see Appendix, Evidence C.1.g.)
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Will these strategies be included in the State’s plan for this grant? Yes

Will five percent of the grant amount be used for this activity? No..
(h) Implementing Comprehensive Early Learning Assessment

Maryland and Ohio were each awarded RTT-ELC grants, which, in part, support an innovative
partnership to revise and enhance Maryland’s and Ohio’s kindergarten entry assessments and.
develop preschool and kindergarten formative assessments for children ages 36 to 72 months.
This partnership culminated in a new Early Childhood Comprehensive Assessment System (EC-
CAS). including a Kindergarten Readiness Assessment (KRA) and formative assessments,
named Early Learning Assessment, supported by a statewide technology infrastructure, and a
professional-development system. This newly developed system is referred to as Version 1.0 and
was launched and implemented in both states in school year 2014-15. A number of partners are
playing a vital role in executing Maryland and Ohio’s shared vision for improving kindergarten
readiness and early childhood assessments. These pariners include the Johns Hopkins University
Center for Technology in Education (JHU CTE), WestEd (including the agency’s Assessment &
Standards Development Services program and the Center for Child & Family Studies), State
advisory councils in each Consortium State, and a national Technical Advisory Committee

(TACQC), facilitated by the Council of Chief State School Officers (CCSSQ), advising both States..

Under a new federally funded Enhanced Assessment Grant, seven states, including Ohio and
Maryland, and the same partner organizations have joined together with a compelling vision for
enhancing a multi-state, state-of-the-art assessment systen composed ol a kindergarten readiness
assessment (KRA) and aligned formative assessments to create Version 2.0. This enhanced
system—supported by expanded use of technology and targeted professional development—
provides valid and rcliable information on cach child’s lcarning and devclopment across the
esscntial domains of school readiness, which will lead to better instruction, morc informed
decision-making, and reductions in achievement gaps over time. The Consortium recognizes that

achieving this vision will be challenging, requiring high levels of commitment, technical
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expertise, collaboration across member States and partners, and strong management skills,
systems, and supports.

The first wave of four-year old students funded under this prekindergarten expansion grant will
matriculate into kindergarten in school year 2016-17 which coincides with the first year roll-out
of the KRA Version 2.0. Results on first year cohort’s school readiness results will be available
in February 2017, Similar results will be available for additional cohorts in each subsequent year

through 2019,

Will these strategies be included in the State’s plan for this grant? Yes

Will five percent of the grant amount be used for this activity? Yes

The plan will include proposed supplemental funding for modilications, hosting, and
maintenance of the KRA and the Early Learning Assessment with respect to the grant-funded
prekindergarten sites for the fourth year of the grant, i.e., beyond the Enhanced Assessment

Grant period.

(i) Building preschool programs’ capacity to cngage parents in decisions about their
children’s education and development, help families build protective factors, and

help parents support their children’s learning at home;

RTT-ELC funding supported the Maryland Family Engagement Coalition’s development of 77e
Early Childhood Family Engagement Framework: Maryland’s Vision for Engaging Families
with Young Children to improve family engagement policies and practices among early care and
education providers. The graphic below describes the Framework in terms of family engagement

outcomes and school readiness.
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THE MARYLAND EARLY CHILDHOOD FAMILY ENGAGEMENT FRAMEWORK

Famiiy Well-Being PROGRAM FOUNDATIONS

Promote Positive Parent-Child Relationships

Leadership

Support Parents as Life-Long Educators
Professional Development

SCHoOL

Support Educational Aspirations of the Family READINESS

OUTCOMES

Support Engagement in Transition PROGRAM IMPACT AREAS

Environment
Family Partnerships

Connect Family to Peers and Community

Create Advocates and Leader

Teaching and Leaming
Community Partnerships

The Marvignd Early Childbond Faarify Engraenrent Frameweock puts forth aset of commen goals for fanuly engagenient o be used aerass
the Marvland carly childheod svstem and within individual earlv eare and education programes. These goals are realized by iaplement-
ing family engagement strategics that foeas on foundatonal areas like leadership and protessiomal developmenn as well as stravegics
that fucts on the “poines of Impact” in early care and education sertings, The successful ioplonemarion of the strategios promores

[l(}!i'iri\'l: 5(.']1(}!]] 'I'L".'l(lil]L'RR CILLEC ML S

The development of the Framework was overseen by the State’s Early Childhood Advisory
Council (ECAC) and includes the [ollowing four family engagement strategies which support the

transition from prekindergarten to kindergarten:.

» Learning Parties are designed to improve the abilities of parents/families, and early care
and education professionals to support young children’s development and foster family
engagement. Learning Parties promote positive parenting and enhance the ability of
parcnts to be their young children’s first teacher. Parents of four-year olds cenrolled in the
grant-funded prekindergarten will have access to Learning Parties at the designed Title 1

schools.

#» Parent Cafés are designed (o bring people together, build trust and mutually solve.
common problems in a social atmosphere. In the Parent Café approach, open-ended
questions are asked that elicit values and beliefs and are the beginning of an exploration

of differences, deep-seated needs, and ways to meet them. The Parent Café format will be
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used during the recruitment process to elicit from families of four-year olds their
perceptions of high quality prekindergarten and how they would like to become engaged

at the school or program levels.

¥ The Maryland Library Partnership provides targeted training and capacity building to
librarians statewide in order to enable them to offer welcoming environments to families
and serve them more effectively. The Library Partnership seeks to improve the quality of
parcnts’ interactions with library staff, increase the frequency of familics’ engagement
with libraries, and encourage families to take greater advantage of other social services,
such as job search or adult education, in their communities. Grant-funded prekindergarten
programs will connect parents of four-year olds with the local libraries and their early

literacy corners.

Will these strategies be included in the State’s plan for this grant? Yes
Will five percent of the grant amount be used for this activity? No

(J) Building State- and community-level support for High-Quality Preschool Programs
through systemic linkages to other early learning programs and resources to
support families, such as child health, mental health, family support, nutrition,

child welfare, and adult education and training sectors.

Maryland’s signature program regarding the systemic linkages of high quality early learning
programs to other services for [amilies and children are the 36 Judy Centers across all
regions of the State. Judy Centers promote school readiness through high quality early
education programs and collaboration among community-based agencies, organizations and
busincsses,  Each Judy Center must be located in a Title I school, recruits its partners, and
formalizes the relationships to effectively address family nceds and carly learning. Partners
must include Kindergarten, Prekindergarten, Preschool Special Education, local interagency
councils of the Maryland Infants and Toddlers Program, Family Support Network, and child

care services (before and after care, full-time care, child care centers and/or family
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providers). They must also include at least five other agencies or programs, such as health
services, Head Start, libraries, and home visiting services. While it would be impossible for
a Judy Center to house all necessary services and partners onsite, they help families arrange
for services that may be located on-site or elsewhere in the community. Over the last three
years, Judy Centers expanded from 24 to 33 locations with three satellites — a total of 36 Judy
Centers serving Title 1 schools across the State. (Judy Center satellites are detined as Judy
Center scrvices being extended to another Title 1 schools in closc proximity to the Judy.
Center site.) The expansion was, in parts, facilitated by the engagement of the Baltimore
Community Foundation {BCF) which identilies private investors ta co-sponsor the operation
of Judy Centers in Baltimore City. Under this plan, MSDE intends 10 add {ive (5) Judy

Centers to the six existing sites..

Will five percent of the grant amount be used for this activity? Yes (A portion of the
subgrants, (i.e., 95% of the grant funds), will improve the quality of existing prekindergarten
slots through the expansion of comprehensive services aligned with the Judy Center model.
See Section D.] and2.)

The plan also includes the assignment of [ive [ull-time Reading Corps tutors to the five Judy
Center sites by collaborating with the national Literacy Lab. MSDE and the Literacy Lab

will co-sponsor the early literacy tutoring for all four years of the grant.

(k) Other activities that would support the delivery of High-Quality Preschool
Programs to Eligible Children.
Maryland’s early childhood education system includes a number of other initiatives that will
support the expansion of high-quality prekindergarten. They include local child wellness
initiatives based on the national Lez’s Move program, special arts education programs {or
young children (i.e., Artist-in-Residency programs), as well as special curricular programs
developed by MSDE and made available to all prekindergarten programs in Maryland. They
are RTT-ELC funded Vocabulary Improvement and Oral Language Enrichment through
Storics (VIOLETS) and Preschool STEM, applying a customized approach to the project-
bascd PEEP of the Big Wide World units,
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Will these strategies be included in the State’s plan for this grant? Yes

Will five percent of the grant amount be used for this activity? No ..

C.  (2) Implement a system for monitoring and supporting continuous improvement for
each Subgrantee to ensure that each Subgrantee is providing High-Quality
Preschool Programs (which may be accomplished through the use of leveraging a
TQRIS and other existing monitoring systems), including the extent to which the

State—

(a) Has the capacity to measure preschool quality, including parent satisfaction measures,
and provide performance feedback to inform and drive State and local continuous
program improvement efforts.

Maryland’s current infrastructure to monitor prekindergarten is closely connected to MSDE's

Local School System Master Plan process {see Appendix, Evidence, Section C. 2.a). Since all

public prekindergarten unul this year have been operated by local boards of education, MSDE

had oversight of how local school systems implement their annual master plan for Prek to Grade

12. The process which has been 1n place since 2003, includes a portion related to early learning

for Prek and K, namely the goals, strategies, and activities by each LEA to improve the overall

school readiness for kindergarten as well as curricular grade level expectations for the early
grades. The planning process extends from regular prekindergarten to the local Infants and

Toddlers Program and Preschool Special Education. It includes the use of the Kindergarten

Readiness Assessment results of the previous year, the analysis of what content areas need to be

improved, and the use of a strategic plan Lo describe interventions which address the school

readiness and achievement gaps as well as transition activities with early childhood partners,
namely Head Start and community organizations. The review and approval of each of the plans
from the 24 local school systems is being conducted by MSDE staff from the divisions of early
childhood development and special cducation/carly intervention scrvices, The monitoring

process of the plans™ implementation is also conducted in collaboration with the division charged
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with overseeing the Maryland’s Title 1 program within the context of School Improvement Grant
(SIG) monitoring process (see Appendix, Evidence, Section C 2.a).

The second monitoring and continuous improvement process. has been established with the
expansion of Judy Centers in 2002. That process focuses on the quality of implementation for
each of the 12 component standards and verifies its tidelity through documentation and
observation. (See Appendix, Evidence, Section C 2.a)

The third monitoring and continuous improvement process has been established as part of

Maryland EXCELS, the State’s TQRIS. (See Appendix, Evidence, Section C 2.a)

With the expansion ol prekindergarten as a mixed delivery model, Maryland will develop an
integrated model of monitoring and align them with the annual benchmark expectations which

define whether programs have met the following:.

#  All criteria of high quality preschool programs (as defined by this grant);
» Maintaining Maryland EXCELS standards for Level 5;
» Compliance with the State’s prekindergarten regulations (COMAR 13A.06.02) and the

State child care licensing standards {[or those programs that are State licensed);

For LEA prekindergarten, the annual benchmark includes the completion of the Annual Master
Plan process which includes strategies to address the achievement gaps. by providing evidence-
based interventions for entering kindergarteners who have been assessed as having significant

deficiencies. in school readiness skills.

If awarded a grant, MSDE will establish a workgroup in January 2015 to develop a monitoring
tool which will frame the monitoring process elficiently and effectively. The elficiency shall
reflect an integration of existing tools, manpower, and other resources which are currently
available to MSDE. Its effectiveness shall be characterized by establishing clear performance
expectations for the subgrantees and by defining the process of corrective action and, if
nccessary, defunding.  Aside from compliance with quality standards it shall incorporatc

MSDE’s long-standing tradition of program support and capacity-building. The new monitoring
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plan will also include valid and reliable measures of parent satisfaction with the services and
publish the information annually. And finally, all prekindergarteners, including those from
community-based programs, matriculating to public kindergarten will be measured on their
school readiness skills by the Ready for Kindergarten (R4K) Kindergarten Readiness
Assessment. Both parent satisfaction survey information and results for the Kindergarten
Readiness Assessment will be used for strategic planning and continuous program improvement,
thereby refining the existing annual Local School System Master Plan process. The information
will also be used for the annual budget analysis conducted by Maryland’s Department of

Legislative Services.

The shift to a mixed delivery system, initiated with the Prekindergarten Expansion Act of 2014,
community-based programs that operate publicly funded prekindergarten will be monitored
through Maryland EXCELS as it is currently operating, including the established program and
teacher effectiveness measurements, i.e., the environmental rating scales and the Classroom
Assessment Scores (CLASS). That process will determine the program’s ability to maintain the
quality standards of Level 5. Prekindergarten programs operated by local boards of education
will have 12 months to initiate participation in Maryland EXCELS and to meet the
Prekindergarten quality standards of Levels 4 and 5. Subsequently, all prekindergarten
programs, operdated by LEAs, will receive program support to meet Level 5 by school year 2017-

18.

In addition, MSDE will propose amendments to the existing prekindergarten regulations by
December 2015, which will reflect the policy changes facilitated through the Prekindergarten

Expansion Act of 2014 and the Federal Preschool Expansion Grant program..

Will these strategies be included in the State’s plan for this grant? Yes
Will five percent of the grant amount be used for this activity? Yes

Maryland will recruit four (4) [ull-time guality monitering experts responsible for completing the
integrated monitoring process and facilitating its use with the grant funded prekindergarten

classrooms. They will also coordinate the monitoring process with the 15 Maryland EXCELS
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quality assurance specialists who are providing technical assistance and monitoring of the quality
standards. They will also coordinate their activities with the MSDE SIG teams regarding the
grant funded prekindergarten programs in Focus and Priority Schools or prekindergarten

classrooms In community-based centers that “feed into” Focus and Priority Schools.

The grant funds will also. fund the evaluation of the prekindergarten sites und their impact on
school readiness and outcomes in the lower elementary grades. The evaluation will be
conducted by the College of Education at the University of Maryland-College Park. It will
include the dissemination, collection, and reporting of the annual Prekindergarten Parent
Satisfaction Survey. The parent survey is a new component to Maryland’s current monitoring

process. The costs for all the other monitoring and measuring processes, described in this

section, are funded by other [unding sources.

{(c) Is using a Statewide Longitudinal Data System that is able to track student progress
from preschool through third grade;.

As set forth above in the response to Section C(1)(g), the State Longitudinal Data System 1s able

to track and analyze student progress from preschool through third grade (and beyond) by child-

level data made available from MSDE’s Longitudinal Data System/ Early Childhood Data

Warehouse (LDS/ECDW.) Maryland’s RTT-ELC included activities that establish the ECDW

as the hub of various data systems.

When {ully developed in 2016, the ECDW amplifies the data use and affords the State a broad
array of analyses which are designed to explain the relationship of interventions during the first
five years and their impacts on later school achievement. The rationale for such a methodology
is borne out of the complexitics related to the interpretations of the school readiness/achicvement
gap and its related stratcgics to narrow or climinate it. For instance, MSDE rcscarch has shown
(Table below) that English learners enrolled in prekindergarten at a school with a Judy Center
Partnership (i.e., JC-1) perform better at the beginning and the end of kindergarten compared to
English learners entering kindergarten from other early childhood settings (i.e., JC-0). Further

analysis of successful modalities of interventions at Judy Center sites, such as an emphasis on

Maryland’s Preschool Expansion Grant Page 34

PR/Award & 541381500334
Page 48



home-visiting and/or a targeted early literacy program in prekindergarten, will inform all

prekindergarten programs for practical use in the continuous program improvement efforts (as

described in C(a). )

Table: MMSR K Assessment results of English Language Learners (ELL) and Native
Spcakers (non-ELL)

Those . coming from prekindergarten at Judy Centers (JC-1) and those are not (JC-0)

Subgroup Composite Language & Literacy. Mathematical
Thinking
N Fall Spring Fall Spring Fall Sprin
g
ELL
JC-1 498 74 92 55 82 61 89
JC-0 176 59 85 41 76 46 81
Non ELL
JC-1 1382 8l 92 71 87 76 90
JC-0 1257 83 95 74 90 75 92
All JC 3313 80 93 68 87 71 90
Students
ELL vs Non-  gap
ELL JC-1 -7 0 -16 -5 -15 -1
ELL vs Non-  gap
ELL JC-0 -26 -10 -33 -14 -29 -11

The evaluation of the Prekindergarten Expansion grant program will also be informed by MSDE

research that explains the relationship of the MMSR Kindergarten Readiness Assessment and the

State’s MSA results for third grade in Reading and Mathematics. The table below shows the
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results of a regression analysis explaining the correlation of school readiness skills as assessed by

the MMSR measure on the Maryland School Assessment (MSA) scores.

Table: Correlation coefficients of MSA Scores versus MMSR domains and total by year

MSA 3" Grade 2012 | MSA 3" Grade 2013 | MSA 4" Grade 2013
(77 % Match Rate) (80 % Match Rate) (75% Match Rate)
Reading Math Reading Math Reading Math
MMSR
Personal and Social 28 3l 31 33 30 32
Language and 37 40 41 43 ] 42
Literacy
Mathematrics. 35 38 39 43 37 40
All Domains Toral 36 38 39 42 35 42

Note: The MMSR domains Science, Social Studies, The Arts, and Physical Development/Health

were not included in this table

Correlation analysis was conducted to assess the relationship between readiness at kindergarten
entry based on MMSR assessment results and 3" and 4™ grade MSA reading and math
performance. Results of the statistical analysis were very consistent across the three datascts.
There 1s a moderate and statistically significant positive correlation between kindergarten

readiness and MSA reading and math scores.

Will these strategies be included in the State’s plan for this grant? Yes

Will five percent of the grant amount be 