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GENERAL INFORMATION

Notice Inviting Applications (NIA) published in the Federal Register on March 17,
2023, with a deadline of May 16, 2023.

Download application package in Grants.gov by searching for the ALN 84.116T or
Funding Opportunity Number ED-GRANTS-031723-001

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ) posted on the Open Textbooks Pilot website £

The Federal Register is the official application submission guide. This webinar only provides technical assistance.



https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2023/03/17/2023-05456/applications-for-new-awards-fund-for-the-improvement-of-postsecondary-education-open-textbooks-pilot
https://www.grants.gov/web/grants/view-opportunity.html?oppId=346807
https://www2.ed.gov/programs/otp/faq.html

FY 2023 COMPETITION AT A GLANCE

APPLICATION AVAILABLE: March 17, 2023 PRIORITIES

APPLICATION DEADLINE: May 16, 2023, at 11:59pm ET 3 Absolute Priorities
ESTIMATED AVAILABLE FUNDS: $10,626,704 1 Competitive Preference Priority

ESTIMATED RANGE OF AWARDS: $1,773,000 to $2,125,000 (FOR 3 1 Invitational Priority

YEARS) This program uses an unrestricted indirect cost rate. For
MAXIMUM AWARD: We will not make an award exceeding more information regarding indirect costs, or to obtain a
$2,125,000 for the entire project period of 36 months. negotiated indirect cost rate, please see
B coeagiiibh . A https://www?2.ed.gov/about/offices/list/ocfo/intro.html
ESTIMATED NUMBER OF AWARDS: 5 Budgets may not exceed range cap but may be below the

estimated range.
* ALLAWARDEE FUNDS WILL BE FRONTLOADED.

The Federal Register is the official application submission guide. This webinar only provides technical assistance.



https://www2.ed.gov/about/offices/list/ocfo/intro.html

PROGRAM PURPOSE

The OTP program supports projects at eligible institutions of higher education that
create new open textbooks and expand the use of open textbooks in courses that are
part of a degree-granting program, particularly those with high enrollments. This
pilot program emphasizes the development of projects that demonstrate the
greatest potential to achieve the highest level of savings for students through
sustainable, expanded use of open textbooks in high-enrollment courses or in
programs that prepare individuals for in-demand fields. &

The Federal Register is the official application submission guide. This webinar only provides technical assistance.




Eligible applicants are IHEs as defined in section 101 of the
Higher Education Act (HEA) (20 U.S.C. 1001), or State higher
education agencies that:

a) Lead the activities of a consortium that is comprised of at
least:

(i) Three IHEs as defined in section 101 of the HEA,;

E I_I G I B I LITY (ii) An educational technology or electronic

curriculum design expert (which may include such
experts that are employed by one or more of the
consortium institutions); and

(iii) An advisory group of at least three employers,
workforce organizations, or sector partners; and

o) Have demonstrated experience in the development and

. . - N implementation of open educational resources.
The Federal Register is the official application submission

guide. This webinar only provides technical assistance.




REQUIREMENTS

Accessibility: All digital content developed under this grant program must incorporate the principles of
universal design to ensure that they are accessible to individuals with disabilities. The content and courses
must be in full compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of
1973, as amended, and the Web Content Accessibility Guidelines 2.0, Level AA.

Technical Standards for Interoperability: All digital assets developed under this grant program must be
produced to maximize interoperability, exchange, and reuse and must conform to industry-recognized open
standards and specifications. Applicants must identify the industry standard they will use. All digital assets
created in whole or in part under this grant program must be licensed for free, attributed public use and
distribution as required under 2 CFR 3474.20.

Applicants should identify the industry standard they will use for “Technical Standards for Interoperability”
in the narrative section “Quality of the Project Design” within the Project Narrative Attachment Form. it

The Federal Register is the official application submission guide. This webinar only provides technical assistance.




COMPETITION PRIORITIES

Three (3) Absolute Priorities (Required)

1. Absolute Priority 1 -- Improving Collaboration and Dissemination.

2. Absolute Priority 2 -- Addressing Gaps in the Open Textbook Marketplace and Bringing Solutions to Scale.
3. Absolute Priority 3 -- Promoting Student Success.

One (1) Competitive Preference Priority (Optional for up to 5 additional points)

1. Competitive Preference Priority -- Using Technology-Based Strategies for Personalized Learning and Continuous Improvement.

One (1) Invitational Priority (Optional — no points awarded for addressing this priority)

1. Invitational Priority -- Participation by Minority-Serving Institutions and Community College -- we do not give an application that

meets this invitational priority a competitive or absolute preference over other applications.

The Federal Register is the official application submission guide. This webinar only provides technical assistance.




ABSOLUTE PRIORITY #1 (REQUIRED)

ABSOLUTE PRIORITY 1: IMPROVING COLLABORATION AND DISSEMINATION

To meet this priority, an eligible applicant must propose to lead and carry out projects that involve a consortia of o>
institutions, instructors, and subject matter experts, including no less than three IHEs, along with relevant employers, _
workforce stakeholders (as defined in the NIA), and/or trade or professional associations (as defined in the NIA). Applicants

must explain how the members of the consortium will work together to develop and implement open textbooks that:

(a) Reduce the cost of college for large numbers of students through a variety of cost saving measures; and
(b) Contain instructional content and ancillary instructional materials that align student learning objectives with the skills
or knowledge required by large numbers of students (at a given institution or nationally), or in the case of a career and

technical postsecondary program, meet industry standards in in-demand industry sectors or in-demand occupations ,
(as defined in the NIA). it

The Federal Register is the official application submission guide. This webinar only provides technical assistance.




QUESTIONSTO
CONSIDER -
Absolute Priority

#1

The Federal Register is the official application submission
guide. This webinar only provides technical assistance.

What’s the basis of selection for the consortium member?

What expertise and/or resources does the consortium
member provide?

What's their responsibility?

How will the consortium work together to
develop/implement content aligned with the

objectives of the grant?

In what way does the Advisory group augment the
knowledge and skills of the other members of the

consortium?




ABSOLUTE PRIORITY #2 (REQUIRED)

ABSOLUTE PRIORITY 2: ADDRESSING GAPS IN THE OPEN TEXTBOOK MARKETPLACE AND BRINGING SOLUTIONS TO SCALE

To meet this priority, an applicant must identify the gaps in the open textbook marketplace in courses that are part of a degree-granting
program that it seeks to address and propose how to close such gaps. An applicant must propose a comprehensive plan to:

a) Identify and assess existing open educational resources in the proposed subject area before creating new ones, such as by identifying any
existing open textbooks that could potentially be used as models for the design of the project or ancillary learning resources that would
support the development of courses that use open textbooks;

b) Focus on the creation and expansion of education and training materials that can be scaled, within and beyond the participating
consortium members, to reach a broad range of students participating in high-enrollment courses or preparing for in-demand industry
sectors or in-demand occupations; 5

c) Createand disseminate protocols to review any open textbooks created or adapted through the project for accuracy, rigor, and i
accessibility for students with disabilities;

The Federal Register is the official application submission guide. This webinar only provides technical assistance.




ABSOLUTE PRIORITY #2 (REQUIRED)

ABSOLUTE PRIORITY 2: ADDRESSING GAPS IN THE OPEN TEXTBOOK MARKETPLACE AND BRINGING SOLUTIONS TO SCALE

To meet this priority, an applicant must identify the gaps in the open textbook marketplace in courses that are part of a
degree-granting program that it seeks to address and propose how to close such gaps. An applicant must propose a
comprehensive plan to:

d) Disseminateinformation about the results of the project to other IHEs, including promoting the adoption of any open
textbooks created or adapted through the project, or adopting open standard protocols and processes that support the
interoperability for any digital assets created;

e) Include professional development to build capacity of faculty, instructors, and other staff to adapt and use open
textbooks; and

f) Describe the courses for which open textbooks and ancillary materials are being developed.

The Federal Register is the official application submission guide. This webinar only provides technical assistance.




QUESTIONS TO
CONSIDER -
Absolute Priority

#H2

The Federal Register is the official application submission
guide. This webinar only provides technical assistance.

What open textbook materials are already out there?
What gaps exist? And how do the materials you propose

to develop fit into this picture?

What activities will you undertake to support system-
level OER initiatives? This can include training,
professional development, technology, learning design

and faculty support.

What’s the review process and criteria that establish

standards for the open textbooks?

How will you share, collaborate, and disseminate open
textbooks materials?




ABSOLUTE PRIORITY #3 (REQUIRED)

ABSOLUTE PRIORITY 3: PROMOTING STUDENT SUCCESS

To meet this priority, an applicant must propose to build upon existing open textbook materials and/or develop new open -
textbooks for high-enrollment courses or high-enrollment programs in order to achieve the highest level of savings for students.
Additionally, this priority requires the applicant to include plans for:

(a) Promoting and tracking the use of open textbooks in postsecondary courses across participating members of the consortium,
including an estimate of the projected direct cost savings for students that will be reported during the annual performance

review;
(b) Monitoring the impact of open textbooks on instruction, learning outcomes, course outcomes, and educational costs;
(c) Investigating and disseminating evidence-based practices associated with using open textbooks that improve student &
outcomes; and %

(d) Updating the open textbooks beyond the funded period.

The Federal Register is the official application submission guide. This webinar only provides technical assistance.




QUESTIONSTO
CONSIDER -
Absolute Priority

#3

The Federal Register is the official application submission
guide. This webinar only provides technical assistance.

How do the selected courses, program or degree pathway

promote student success and degree completion?

How will you promote awareness and adoption of the
open textbooks? How do you track the use of the

materials?

How will you assess the impact of open textbooks on
instruction, learning outcomes, course outcomes, and

educational costs?

Is there a sustainable workflow to maintain and
disseminate the open textbooks when funding

ceases?




COMPETITIVE PREFERENCE PRIORITY (OPTIONAL)

COMPETITIVE PREFERENCE PRIORITY -- Using Technology-Based Strategies for Personalized Learning and
Continuous Improvement (up to 5 points).

To meet this priority, an applicant must propose a project that focuses on improving instruction and student
learning outcomes by integrating technology-based strategies, such as personalized learning, and providing
support to faculty, instructors, and other staff who are delivering courses using these techniques. The project
must enable students to tailor and monitor their own learning and/or allow instructors to monitor the
individual performance of each student in the classes or courses for which the applicant proposes to develop
open textbooks. In addition, online and technology-enabled content and courses developed under this
project must incorporate the principles of universal design in order to ensure that they are readily accessible
by all students, including students with disabilities. The openly licensed resources that are developed should
support traditional, text-based materials, including through such tools as adaptive learning modules, digital
simulations, and tools to assist student engagement.

The Federal Register is the official application submission guide. This webinar only provides technical assistance.




QUESTIONSTO
CONSIDER -
Competitive

Preference Priority

The Federal Register is the official application submission
guide. This webinar only provides technical assistance.

» How will the open textbooks promote active
learning?

» How does the technology pair with the content to
help improve instruction and student learning

outcomes?

Questions related to the open licensing requirements
should be submitted to kurrinn.abrams2@ed.gov with a
copy to tech@ed.gov.


mailto:kurrinn.abrams2@ed.gov
mailto:tech@ed.gov

INVITATIONAL PRIORITY (OPTIONAL)

INVITATIONAL PRIORITY -- Participation by Minority-Serving Institutions and Community Colleges*

An application from a Minority-Serving Institution (MSI) (as defined in this notice) or community college (as
defined in the NIA) that leads the activities of the consortium and serves as the fiscal agent; or an application
from a consortium in which an MSI or community college is a member of the consortium but not the lead
applicant.

Note: Please reference the NIA for the definition of a MSI and community college. A full list of institutions
designated as eligible is available at: https://www2.ed.gov/about/offices/list/ope/idues/eligibility.html

*For FY 2023, and any subsequent year in which we make awards from the list of unfunded applications from this "
competition, this priority is an invitational priority. Under 34 CFR 75.105(c)(1), we do not give an application that meets this |
invitational priority a competitive or absolute preference over other applications.

The Federal Register is the official application submission guide. This webinar only provides technical assistance.



https://www2.ed.gov/about/offices/list/ope/idues/eligibility.html
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-34/section-75.105p-75.105(c)(1)

section.

» The selection criteria are the criteria against which the peer reviewers
evaluate and score each application.

» The Department selects grantees based on peer reviewer scores,
so clearly addressing the selection criteria is critical.

» Respond to the selection criteria and each factor in the appropriate

» The project narrative should be organized in seven labeled sections that

S E LE CTI O N correspond to and follow the order of the seven selection criteria.

d.

CRITERIA

b
C.
d.
e
f.
g

The Federal Register is the official application submission
guide. This webinar only provides technical assistance.

Significance

Quality of the Project Design
Quality of the Project Services
Quality of the Project Personnel
Adequacy of Resources

Quality of the Management Plan
Quality of the Project Evaluation

» The maximum total score that any applicant may receive on the
seven selection criteria is 100 points.




Significance 20
Quality of Project Design 16
Quality of Project Services 15
Quiality of Project Personnel 9
Adequacy of Resources 20

Quality of Management Plan 10

Quality of Project Evaluation 10

Total Maximum Score for Selection
Criteria

Competitive Preference Priority

Total Possible Score Per Application
The Federal Register is the official
application submission guide. This
webinar only provides technical
assistance.




SELECTION
CRITERIA

The Federal Register is the official application submission
guide. This webinar only provides technical assistance.

The Secretary considers the significance of the proposed
project. In determining the significance of the proposed
project, the Secretary considers the following factors:

1) The extent to which the proposed project is likely to
build local capacity to provide, improve, or expand
services that address the needs of the target population
(up to 10 points).

The potential replicability of the proposed project or
strategies, including, as appropriate, the potential for
implementation in a variety of settings (up to 10
points).



QUESTIONSTO
CONSIDER -
Significance

The Federal Register is the official application submission
guide. This webinar only provides technical assistance.

How does the proposed project expand or
strengthen the institution’s capacity and ability
to address the needs of the target population?

How does the project support new or
substantially improved strategies to address
widely shared challenges to instruction and
student learning?

Does the project or proposed strategies have
potential to be replicated in a variety of
settings?

If the project is successful, what improvements
or systemic changes are expected?




SELECTION
CRITERIA

The Federal Register is the official application submission
guide. This webinar only provides technical assistance.

The Secretary considers the quality of the design of the proposed
project. In determining the quality of the design of the proposed
project, the Secretary considers the following factors:

(1) The extent to which the goals, objectives, and outcomes to be
achieved by the proposed project are clearly specified and
measurable (up to 4 points).

(2) The extent to which the design of the proposed project is
appropriate to, and will successfully address, the needs of the
target population or other identified needs (up to 4 points).

(3) The extent to which the proposed project is designed to build
capacity and yield results that will extend beyond the period of
Federal financial assistance (up to 4 points).

(4) The extent to which the proposed project represents an
exceptional approach to the priority or priorities established
for the competition (up to 4 points).




QUESTIONSTO
CONSIDER —
Project Design

The Federal Register is the official application submission
guide. This webinar only provides technical assistance.

Is there evidence that supports your approach
to the design of the project?

How do the objectives relate to the project
goals and what are the anticipated outcomes?
Are they measurable?

Have you identified the target population?
Their challenges? Needs?

What are the capacity building initiatives and
how will they be parlayed into sustainable,
reproducible initiatives elsewhere?

How will the project continue after the grant
period?




SELECTION
CRITERIA

The Federal Register is the official application submission
guide. This webinar only provides technical assistance.

The Secretary considers the quality of the services to be provided by the
proposed project. In determining the quality of the services to be provided
by the proposed project, the Secretary considers the quality and sufficiency
of strategies for ensuring equal access and treatment for eligible project
participants who are members of groups that have traditionally been
underrepresented based on race, color, national origin, gender, age, or
disability. In addition, the Secretary considers the following factors:

(1) The likelihood that the services to be provided by the proposed project
will lead to improvements in the achievement of students as measured
against rigorous academic standards (up to 5 points).

(2) The extent to which the services to be provided by the proposed
project involve the collaboration of appropriate partners for
maximizing the effectiveness of project services (up to 5 points).

(3) The extent to which the training or professional development services
to be provided by the proposed project are of sufficient quality,
intensity, and duration to lead to improvements in practice among the
recipients of those services (up to 5 points).



QUESTIONS TO
CONSIDER -
Project Services

The Federal Register is the official application submission
guide. This webinar only provides technical assistance.

Are the proposed services appropriate
for the targeted outcome/impact?

To what extent are the expertise and
resources of the consortium leveraged
to maximize effectiveness of the
services?

Are the training and professional
development services sufficient to
achieve the objectives and goals of the
project?

Did the letters of support or MOU’s
outline each partners responsibilities to
the project?




SELECTION
CRITERIA

The Federal Register is the official application submission
guide. This webinar only provides technical assistance.

The Secretary considers the quality of the personnel who will carry out the
proposed project. In determining the quality of project personnel, the
Secretary considers the extent to which the applicant encourages applications
for employment from persons who are members of groups that have
traditionally been underrepresented based on race, color, national origin,
gender, age, or disability. In addition, the Secretary considers the following
factors:

(1) The qualifications, including relevant training and experience, of the
project director or principal investigator (up to 5 points).

(2) The qualifications, including relevant training and experience, of key
project personnel (up to 4 points).




QUESTIONSTO
CONSIDER -
Project
Personnel

The Federal Register is the official application submission
guide. This webinar only provides technical assistance.

“Is the experience and
training of the Project
Director and key

personnel directly related
to the activity objectives?




SELECTION
CRITERIA

The Federal Register is the official application submission
guide. This webinar only provides technical assistance.

The Secretary considers the adequacy of resources for the proposed
project. In determining the adequacy of resources for the proposed
project, the Secretary considers the following factors:

(1) The relevance and demonstrated commitment of each partner in

the proposed project to the implementation and success of the
project (up to 10 points).

(2) The extent to which the costs are reasonable in relation to the

objectives, design, and potential significance of the proposed
project (up to 10 points).



QUESTIONSTO
CONSIDER -
Adequacy of

Resources

The Federal Register is the official application submission
guide. This webinar only provides technical assistance.

How are the resources related to the
successful implementation of the
project?

Describe if these resources are
available at your institution (or in
partner institutions); or if you plan to
acquire them.

Letters of commitment and support
should be submitted to demonstrate
level of commitment to the project.

Are the requested funds reasonable in
relation to the complexity and scale of
the project?




SELECTION
CRITERIA

The Federal Register is the official application submission
guide. This webinar only provides technical assistance.

The Secretary considers the quality of the management plan for
the proposed project. In determining the quality of the
management plan for the proposed project, the Secretary
considers the following factors:

(1) The adequacy of the management plan to achieve the
objectives of the proposed project on time and within budget,
including clearly defined responsibilities, timelines, and
milestones for accomplishing project tasks (up to 5 points).

(2) The extent to which the time commitments of the project
director and principal investigator and other key project
personnel are appropriate and adequate to meet the
objectives of the proposed project (up to 5 points).




QUESTIONS TO
CONSIDER -
Management

Plan

The Federal Register is the official application submission
guide. This webinar only provides technical assistance.

What is the plan to ensure proper and
efficient management of the project,
including methods of coordination
across organizational units, partners,
stakeholders, etc.? Who is responsible
for what?

How will you ensure that the project is
on schedule and within budget to meet
the identified goals and objectives of
the project?

Have sufficient staff and time been
committed to ensure that the identified
goals and objectives are met?




SELECTION
CRITERIA

The Federal Register is the official application submission
guide. This webinar only provides technical assistance.

The Secretary considers the quality of the evaluation to be
conducted of the proposed project. In determining the quality of
the evaluation, the Secretary considers the following factors:

(1) The extent to which the methods of evaluation are thorough,
feasible, and appropriate to the goals, objectives, and
outcomes of the proposed project (up to 5 points).

The extent to which the methods of evaluation include the use
of objective performance measures that are clearly related to
the intended outcomes of the project and will produce
guantitative and qualitative data to the extent possible (up to
5 points).



QUESTIONSTO
CONSIDER -
Evaluation Plan

The Federal Register is the official application submission
guide. This webinar only provides technical assistance.

Describe the methods for data
collection and evaluation.

How will you assess student learnin
outcomes and impact on instruction:

Are the proposed activities/strategies
gp%)rg)prlate to yielding the intended
ata:

How will the evaluation be used to
inform continuous improvement?




First Tiebreaker: The first tiebreaker will be the highest average
score for the selection criterion “Quality of the Project Design.” If
a tie remains, the second tiebreaker will be utilized.

Second Tiebreaker: The second tiebreaker will be the highest
average score for the selection criterion “Significance.” If a tie
remains, the third tiebreaker will be utilized.

Third Tiebreaker: The third tiebreaker will be the highest average

A P P LI CATI O N score for the competitive preference priority. If a tie remains, the

fourth tiebreaker will be utilized.

TIEBREAKERS

Fourth Tiebreaker: The fourth tiebreaker will be the applicant that
proposes the highest level of savings for students in response to
Absolute Priority 3 and the Annual Performance Reporting
requirements. Applicants must indicate the projected direct cost
savings for students in the one-page abstract. If a tie remains, the
fifth tiebreaker will be utilized.

Fifth Tiebreaker: The fifth tiebreaker will be the applicant that
promotes equitable geographic distribution of OTP grantees.

The Federal Register is the official application submission
guide. This webinar only provides technical assistance.




UNDERSTANDING
INDIRECT COST




INDIRECT COST

APPLICABLE INDIRECT COST RATETYPE REGULATIONS & GUIDANCE *
° Th e UNIFORM GUIDANCE
: C;S program uses an unrestricte ° 9 CER 200 SUBPART E
nairect Lobt:rate, ¢ FAQS: https://www.cfo.gov/wp-content/uploads/2014/11/2014-

11-26-Frequently-Asked-Questions.pdf

“ For more information regarding DEPARTMENTAL REGULATIONS

indirect costs, please see :
_ ° EDUCATION DEPARTMENT GENERAL ADMINISTRATIVE
https://www?2.ed.gov/about/office REGULATIONS 3

s/list/ocfo/intro.html or contact ® 34CFR 75.560 - 75.580 :
indirectcostdivision@ed.gov 34 CFR 76.560 - 76.580

The Federal Register is the official application submission guide. This webinar only provides technical assistance.



https://www2.ed.gov/about/offices/list/ocfo/intro.html
mailto:indirectcostdivision@ed.gov
https://www.cfo.gov/wp-content/uploads/2014/11/2014-11-26-Frequently-Asked-Questions.pdf

Budget Tips

The Federal Register is the official application
submission guide. This webinar only provides
technical assistance.

Budgets should reflect the scale and scope of the project.

Budgets may not exceed the estimated range of $1,773,000-52,125,000 but

they may be below the estimated range.

Complete the ED standard form 524 and prepare a detailed budget narrative

that includes the costs and justification of costs.

No cost share or matching requirements.

Scholarships and student financial assistance are not an allowable cost.

Please see the Uniform Guidance for all allowable costs/activities.

Unrestricted indirect cost rate.

Budgets will be evaluated by peer reviewers for relevance and
appropriateness. Program staff will also review budgets to ensure that

proposed costs are justifiable, reasonable and allowable.



https://www2.ed.gov/policy/fund/guid/uniform-guidance/index.html

Performance
Measures




PERFORMANCE

MEASURES

The Federal Register is the official application
submission guide. This webinar only provides
technical assistance.

As required by GPRA, the Department of Education has prepared a strategic plan for 2022-
2026. This plan reflects the Department’s priorities and integrates them with its mission and
program authorities and describes how the Department will work to improve education for

all children and adults in the U.S. The Department’s goals, as listed in the plan.

The performance measures for the Open Textbooks Pilot Program are part of the
Department’s plan for meeting Goal 4. Goal 4: Increase postsecondary value by focusing on
equity-conscious strategies to address access to high-quality institutions, affordability,

completion, post-enrollment success, and support for inclusive institutions.

Within every program in the Department, we identify measures that when aggregated help
inform us and the public of progress and performance toward reaching the purpose of the

program.

The applicant should also propose performance measures that produce data about the

desired outcomes.

As a grantee, you will submit an annual performance report each year to ED that will
provide information to track and evaluate your progress towards your goals and objectives;

the performance-specific measures, and performance targets in your approved application.



THE PERFORMANCE INDICATORS FORTHE OTP PROGRAM ARE:

The number of students who enrolled in courses that use open textbooks

and/or ancillary materials developed through the grant;

The number of students who completed courses that used open textbooks

and/or ancillary materials developed through the grant;

The failure rate or withdrawal rate in courses that use open textbooks

P E R FO R MAN C E and/or ancillary materials compared with equivalent courses that used

commercial textbooks;

MEASURES

The average grade of students who completed a course that used open
textbooks and/or ancillary materials developed through the grant compared
with the equivalent average grade of students who used commercial

textbooks;

The number of faculty/instructors that use open textbooks and/or ancillary

materials developed through the grant;

The Federal Register is the official application
submission guide. This webinar only provides
technical assistance.




THE PERFORMANCE INDICATORS FORTHE OTP PROGRAM ARE:

The number of institutions within the consortium, and the number of
institutions outside of the consortium, that adopted the open textbooks

and/or ancillary materials developed through the grant;

The number of courses among consortium members that adopted the open
textbooks and/or ancillary materials developed through the grant, compared
to those that continued to use commercial textbooks;

PERFORMANCE

The number of faculty/instructors or institutions that use tools for revising

MEASURES

and remixing open educational resources content to facilitate adoption of

open textbooks and/or ancillary materials developed through the grant;

The average cost savings per student; and

The total cost savings for students who used open textbooks and/or ancillary
materials developed through the grant compared to students in the same

course of study who used traditional textbooks.

The Federal Register is the official application
submission guide. This webinar only provides
technical assistance.




Planning Your Grant
Application




PLANNING
YOUR GRANT

APPLICATION

The Federal Register is the official application
submission guide. This webinar only provides
technical assistance.

Think about the OER gaps that already exist.

Identify goals and activities for your proposed project,
especially how they will focus on creating or expanding
open educational resources for students, making OER
materials accessible and customizable, how to maximize
interoperability, exchange, and reuse, and how your OER
materials will conform to industry-recognized open
standards and specifications.

Analyze every proposed activity to ensure that it is
attainable, meaningful, and measurable.

Choose metrics and evaluation methods that will produce
evidence about the impact of open textbooks on
instruction, learning, course outcomes, and education
costs and use the identified performance measures to
build your project assessments.



® Work towards sustainability of your project and
materials. Consider how you will continue to
address those gaps or update OER materials.

regardless of funding.

P LAN N | N G Consider how you will promote awareness and

YO U R G RANT adoption of the open textbooks, as well as how

you will share, collaborate, and disseminate

APPLICATION these materials.

Dedicate adequate personnel, resources and time to
developing open educational resources, including
clearly outlining the roles and responsibilities of

The Federal Register is the official application your consortium members.

submission guide. This webinar only provides
technical assistance.




PLANNING
YOUR GRANT

APPLICATION

The Federal Register is the official application
submission guide. This webinar only provides
technical assistance.

Be realistic and straightforward about every aspect
of your project design.

Design activities and services that are
manageable and directly addressyour identified
challenges and issues.

Knowyour budget and ensure that all costs are
allowable, allocable, and reasonable.

Forecast and create an implementation and
management planthat is realistic.




PLANNING
YOUR GRANT

APPLICATION

The Federal Register is the official application
submission guide. This webinar only provides
technical assistance.

We recommend a limit to no more than 60 pages. This only
applies to the application narrative and does not apply to
the cover sheet, budget section and budget justification,
assurances and certifications, one-page abstract,
resumes/CVs, bibliography, or letters of support.

We recommend that if you are addressing the CPP, include
no more than 3 additional pages.

Double space all text in the narrative, including titles,
headings, footnotes, quotations, references, and captions.

Use a readable 12-point font (e.g., Time New Roman,
Courier, or Arial).




STRUCTURING
YOUR GRANT

APPLICATION

The Federal Register is the official application
submission guide. This webinar only provides
technical assistance.

® We strongly recommend organizing your application
according to the selection criteria, so that the
information is easily found by the reviewers.

Remember reviewers will determine the extent to
which the applicant meets the criterion, so it is
important to be clear and concise in your responses,
and that reviewers don’t have to search through your
application to find the information.

Ensure reviewers know exactly which criteria you are
responding to.



Review and
Selection Process




Review and Selection Process

Applications are screened to ensure that they meet all the requirements of the program.
Peer reviewers have expertise in areas pertinent to the grant program.

All reviewers are screened for conflicts of interest to ensure a fair and competitive review
process.

Reviewers will read and score applications for each selection criterion, the competitive
preference priority, and invitational priority, if applicable.

A rank order of all applications is developed based on the peer review score.

The Federal Register is the official application submission guide. This webinar only provides technical assistance.
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Logistical Advice

* Register early: Grants.gov registration involves many steps including registration on SAM
(www.sam.gov).

* Write clearly: Peer reviewers have only your writing to evaluate.

* Ensure that your IHE's UEI number is up-to-date and active in SAM https://www.Sam.Gov/sam/.

 Submit Early: We strongly recommend that you do not wait until the last day to submit your
application.

READ THE NIA. UNDERSTAND THE REQUIREMENTS. PLAN AHEAD.

The Federal Register is the official application submission guide. This webinar only provides technical assistance.
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SUBMITTING
YOUR
APPLICATION

IN
GRANTS.GOV

The Federal Register is the official application
submission guide. This webinar only provides
technical assistance.

HTTPS://WWW.GRANTS.GOV/

® SEACH GRANTS FOR

® ALN 84.116T or

® LOOK FORTHE OPPORTUNITY NUMBER: ED-
GRANTS-031723-001

® You will then see all of the application information and
instructions, including the NIA and application
booklet, which outlinesthe checklist and formsyou
need to fill out.



https://www.grants.gov/
https://www.grants.gov/web/grants/search-grants.html?keywords=open%20textbooks

SUBMITTING
YOUR
APPLICATION

IN
GRANTS.GOV

The Federal Register is the official application
submission guide. This webinar only provides
technical assistance.

Electronic submission required through grants.gov unless you have
a waiver. The application uploading process is time consuming.
Please submit your application early.

Grants.gov applicants can apply online using Workspace.
Workspace is a shared, online environment where members of a
grant team may simultaneously access and edit different web
forms within an application.

Workspace, Adobe Forms and PDF Files Required

For access to complete instructions on how to apply for
opportunities, refer to:
https://www.grants.gov/web/grants/applicants/workspace-
overview.html

If you have problems submitting to Grants.gov, please contact
Grants.gov Customer Support at 1-800-518-4726 or email at:
support@grants.gov or access the Grants.gov Self-Service
Knowledge Base web portal at: https://grants-
portal.psc.gov/Welcome.aspx?pt=Grants



https://www.grants.gov/web/grants/applicants/workspace-overview.html
mailto:support@grants.gov
https://grants-portal.psc.gov/Welcome.aspx?pt=Grants
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Keywords). search Tips | Export Detaieo Dt | ([ R Listing Number 84.116T

Opportunity Number : SORT BY' DATE RANGE: [AlAvaisble  w|| Update Date Range Department of Education

SEARCH N =

Opportunity Number Opportunity Title Agency ODSDIQH?LL‘JS”W Posted Date Close Date SYNOPSIS VERSION HIST PACKAGE
OPPORTUNITY STATUS:
Forecasted (0) ED-GRANTS-031723-001 Office of Postsecondary Education (OPE): Higher Education ED Posted 0317/2023 | 05/16/2023 . " e
Posted (1) Programs (HEF): Fund for the Improvement of Postsecondary Print Synopsis Details
Education (FIPSE): Open Textbooks Pilot Program, Assistance Listing
O Closed (0)
= ' Number 84.116T —General Information

O Archived @

Document Type: Version: Synopsis 3

~ FUNDING INSTRUMENT TYPE:
All Funding Instruments Funding Opportunity Number:

O Grant (1) Funding Opportunity Title:

Posted Date: Mar 17, 2023

secondary Education (OFE])
jograms (HEP): Fund for the
of Postsecondary Education
bks Filot Program, Assistance Ly
16T

her Last Updated Date: Mar 17, 2023

SE): Original Closing Date for Applications: May 16, 2023 Applications Available: March 17. 2023.
Deadline for Transmittal of Applications: M 3
Deadline for Intergovernmental Review: July 17, 2023
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT. Kurrinn
Abrams, U.S. Department of Education, 400 Maryland
Avenue, SW, 2nd floor, Washington, DC 20202
Telephone: (202) 987-1920. Email:
kurrinn.abrams2@ed.gov.

Number &
 ELIGIBILITY: Opportunity Category: Discretion

All Eligibilities Opportunity Category Explanation:

[ Others (see text field entitied "Additional
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R . N i P Current Closing Date for Applications: May 16, 2023 Applications Available: March 17. 2023.
g Private institutions of higher education (1) Category of Funding Activity: Education Deadline for Transmittal of Applications® May 16, 2023
- F:bl\c'andfs‘;gate controlied institutions of - Category Explanation: Deadline for Intergovernmental Review: July 17, 2023 &,
hioher edication FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT. Kurrinn
+ CATEGORY: Expected Number of Awards: 5 Abrams, U.S. Department of Education, 400 Maryland s
e . ; ' . . » Avenue, SW, 2nd floor, Washington, DC 20202 &
All Categories CFDA Number(s): E‘; ﬂﬁt“ Fund for the Improvement of Postsecondary Telephone: (202) 987-1920. Email 9
O Education n ucation kurrinn.abrams2@ed gov. ‘
Cost Sharing or Matching Requirement: No Archive Date: Jun 15. 2023 -’_
Estimated Total Program Funding: $10,626,704 ?
Award Ceiling: $2,125,000 ,,z
'.A.GEMCY: Award Floor:
s
.
s |

The Federal Register is the official application submission guide. This webinar only provides technical assistance.
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Document 2022-26554 pdf
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Phone: 2024537906
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PACKAGE FORM
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(Click to Preview) (Click to Preview)

» Application for Federal Assistance (SF-424) [V4.0] » Disclosure of Lobbying Activities (SF-LLL) [V2.0]
» ED SF424 Supplement [V3.0]

» U.S. DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION BUDGET INFORMATION NON-CONSTRUCTION
PROGRAMS [V1.4]

» Grants.gov Lobbying Form [V1.1]

» ED GEPA427 Form [V1.1]

» ED Abstract Form [V1.1]

» Project Narrative Attachment Form [V1.2]

» Budget Narrative Attachment Form [V1.2]

» Grant Application Ferm for Project Objectives and Performance Measures Information [V1.0]
» Other Attachments Form [V1.2]

Close

The Federal Register is the official application submission guide. This webinar only provides technical assistance.
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Application Checklist

Part | Part lll Part IV
o Application for Federal Assistance o ED Abstract Form o Assurances/Certifications
(SF 424) 1 Overview of how project meets ] GEPA Section 427
o Department of Education Supplemental priorities 1 Disclosure of Lobbying
Information for SF 424 o Project Narrative Form Activities (SF- LLL)
] Optional “Table of Contents” 1 Grants.gov Lobbying
] Responses to selection criteria Form (ED-80- 0013)
Part Il o Other Attachments Form
o Budget Summary (ED Form 524) - Curriculum Vitae (CV)
] Sections A & B 1 Letters of commitment and support
) Section C “Budget Narrative from all members of the consortium
Attachment Form” I Bibliography

The Federal Register is the official application submission guide. This webinar only provides technical assistance.




Application Checklist: Part 1

‘OME Number: 4040-0004
Expirati “;" |er 12/31/2022 OMB Number: 1894-0007 .
piration Date: 121311 Expiration Date: 12/31/2023
us.D of Educati I for the SF-424 piration Da

Application for Federal Assistance SF-424 Application for Federal Assistance

W it

* 1. Typa of Submission: * 2. Type of Application: I * f Revision, select appropriate latter{s):

Preapplication New
l:l e D l I Prefix: * First Name: Middle Name: * Last Name: Suffi:

[] Application [ continuation * Other (Specify): |

D Changed/Corrected Application [] Revision

1. Project Director:

* 3. Date Recaived: 4. Applicant Identifier:

Fumlm By Gramis.gov upan submissian. I I | Project Director Level of Effort (percentage of time devoted to grant): :
S5a. Federal Entity Identifier: 5b. Federal Award Identifier: Address:

I I | * Street1:

Street2:
State Use Only:

* City:
6. Date Recaived by State: | 7. State Application Identifier: | |

County:
8. APPLICANT INFORMATION: * State:
*a. Legal Name: [ ] * Zip Code: |
* b. Employer/Taxpayer Identification Number (EIN/TIN) *c. UEI: Country: |usa: UNITED STATES
I I l I * Phone Number (give area code) Fax Number (give area code)
d. Address: | | | ]
¥
* Street1 * Email Address: s
Street2: I I .
v
* City: | Alternate Email Address:
County/Parish: I I I
R 2
* State: | s
Provinca: I 2. New Potential Grantee or Novice Appli
. a. Are you either a new potential grantee or novice applicant as defined in the program competition's
Country: USA: UMITED STATES I notice inviting applications (MIA)? prs
* Zip / Postal Code: |

3

3. Qualified Opportunity Zones:

. Organizational Unit:

Department Name: Division Name: If the NIA includes a Qualified Opportunity Zones (QOZ) Priority in which you propose to either provide
I | services in QOZ(s) or are in a QOZ, provide the QOZ census tract number(s) below:

. Name and contact information of person to be on matters i g this licati | ” | | |

Prefix: | ‘First Name: [ ] | ” | | |

Middle Name: |

* Last Name: | | ” | | |

The Federal Register is the official application submission guide. This webinar only provides technical assistance.




Application Checklist: Part 2

Budget Narrative File(s)

* Mandatory Budget Marrative Fllename: I ]

Add Mandatory Budget Narrative | |I:FL' ete Mandatory Budget Narrative| | View Mandatory Budget Narrative I

To add more Budg@lt Narrative attachments, please use the attachment buttons below.

Add Optional get Narrative | | Delete Optional Budget Narrative View Optional Budget Marrative

Y

The Federal Register is the official application submission guide. This webinar only provides technical assistance.




Application Checklist: Part 2

.
. it &
U8, DEFARTMENT OF EDUCATION I T O |8 T
BUDGET INFORMATION Expannon Duwe 080112828
NON-CONSTRUCTION PROGRAMS i
Harss ol Inaibisgarpaniasion Applacts muiing kg b oy oo yesr sbosle conplete ihe ol urder el i iy B oy
Frzact Fear|” Applosnis sapsaing Lndiag ko mollvyeer granis s amplss sl
] | spmheatin coera: Pieams resd ke ors e piating foem
SECTION A - BUDGET SUMMARY SECTION B - BUDKGET SUMMARY
VS DEFARTMENT OF JCATROND I NON-FEDERAL FUNDYS
- Peogct it 1 Projact Vase 3 Pragc Yeard Pramc Vear § Toial
Catpori l Ll Ll L) n i . Projac a1 Projac Yaor 2 Projed aw 1 Profact Va4 Prodecs Vear 5 Tamd
1. Parsorre | it el a i W L L5 L]
2 Frings Baralin [ P — | |
3 Tt [ | % Frings lerali
= ye—
| ] | ] P
& Saplen | | | | e
v g i 1 r 1 Tl
6 Cosvaoal | i
— [ £ Bupybei
B O [ B Coarmousd | | | #
r e ! F
I.r:::':_-ul..ma. | T, Gomphrachon :
10 it Conta’ [ M I -I
3 7 ¥ 7 i 3
1. Triwimy Sgesds I I ” I B Toks Diiact Daatn I 5
13. Tokal C 4 .’
i [ | [ ]l I 1l ] Lawa 1L .
“indinsct Canl Inkarmuson (To Ba Compisisd by Yosr Bupress Ofical: 1, i Castn ]
¥ i i ) P s we T b el GO o B 1), Dl v I o) e T ——— *,
17] D0 pou hass sningimet ot At Agresmsnt sppmesd by e Facderd govsmaent? ] e [[]ra i - .I "'r
B ¥y plases srovids e iolowing inkemuon: 12 Tolsl Coals | .
e Comasn] by I Vodou) Cost Rty vt Foos: | | T | | irssypa B-11} »
Agproa Pocersiagny. [] 20 [] Cobaripmsa wpaci | SECTION C - BUDGET NARRATIVE [see instructions) 5
Then bnchot Com Rate i [__,, P
i3 o b youn s Fedesal prant aned you e nol e an aporwed indies 0ost i agesarment. ane ot a B, Local goverswen or isdian Trive. and ass o landed e 3 aissg el i
TG B R TN BTN G0 R I 0 W e 38 meeres rade of 1 0% of NTDG? E'\'u an O T gty Wil e LA, of 7 0FR § 200 41441 ED =3
) Mo ol haws an approved indineci cosl raie agreemest, o oL wan o e the isrponary i of K15 of Budgeled sakries and wages T
[J¥es [Jro M yue. youmestobt  propessd indinct cond v agresrant sekkin 3] Sags siar i dain your grand s e, s reqsiesd by - 0FR § 72580
{81 ForPasincied R Progoama jdvech ons) — rm yesusing « resiecies ndisc coat raia B
O o e et ol P Agreamant? O, [] Dowpbis wi 34 CFRTA BMIGHIT T Rnswiow ncireat S Rato L
ED =34

The Federal Register is the official application submission guide. This webinar only provides technical assistance. '




Application Checklist: Part 3

Required Abstract - Clearly indicate:
Abstract « Each of your responses to the 3 Absolute
An abstract is to be submitted in accordance with the following: P ri O riti eS )

1. Abstract Requirements

= Abstracts must not exceed one page and should use language that will be understood by a range of audiences. O YO u r reS po n S e to th e CO m p et I t I Ve P refe re n Ce
= Abstracts must include the project tite, goals, and expected cutcomes and contributions related to research, policy, and practice. o = a =
Priority (if applicable).

= Abstracts must include the population(s) to be served.

= Abstracts must include primary activities to be performed by the recipient. Y YO u r reS po n Se to th e I nVitatiO n a I P ri O rity ( if

= Abstracts must include subrecipient activities that are known or specified at the time of application submission.

For research applications, abstracts also include the following: a p p I i Ca b I e ) .
¢ Tt ok o e sy . e oot i o s  The institutions that you are proposing to
= Research issues, hypotheses and questions being addressed. pa rtn e r With fo r th e p u rpose Of m eeti ng th e

. ‘Study design including a brief description of the sample including sample size, methods, principals, and dependent,

independent, and control variables, as well as the approach to data analysis. = =
absolute priority.
[Mote: For a non-glectronic submission, include the name and address of your organization and the name, phone number and .
e-mail address of the contact person for this project.] ° Ta rget popLIIatlon (e.g i faCUIty, Staff,
students). Fs

« The services you are providing and the

You must attach one and only one file to this page.

T — proposed activities to be cqnd ucted during %
the 3-year performance period.
* Anticipated results.
* Projected direct cost savings.

The Federal Register is the official application submission guide. This webinar only provides technical assistance.




Application Checklist: Part 3

Other Attachment File(s) .
Project Narrative File(s) 2

* Mandatory Other Attachment Filename: | |
* Mandatory Project Marrative File Filename: I I
. b J
) Add Mandatory Other Attachment | | Delete Mandatory Other Attachment | | View Mandatory Other Attachment | "
Add Mandatory Project Narrative FII3| |E‘.u||:t|: Mandatory Project Namrative File | | View Mandatory Project Narrative I'|I|:|
To add more *Oth ttachment" attachments, please use the attachment buttons below.
To add more arrative File attachments, please use the attachment buttons below.
Add Optional O Attachment | | Delete Opticnal Other Attachment | | Wiew Optional Other Attachment
Add Optional Py Marrative File | | Delete Optional Project Narrative File | | View Optional Project Namative File
'
.
) Curriculum Vitae (CV) 2

1 Letters of commitment and :

support from all members of the
consortium
] Bibliography

The Federal Register is the official application submission guide. This webinar only provides technical assistance.




o Assurances/Certifications
J GEPA Section 427
] Disclosure of Lobbying Activities (SF- LLL)
) Grants.gov Lobbying Form (ED-80- 0013)

NOTICE TO ALL APPLICANTS

The purpose of this enclosure is to inform you sbout a new
provision in the Department of Education's General
Education Provisions Act (GEPA) that applies to applicants
for new grant awards under Depariment programs. This
provision is Saction 427 of GEPA, enacted as part of the
Improving America’s Schools Act of 1994 (Public Law (P.L.)
103-382).

To Whom Does This Provision Apply?

Seclion 427 of GEPA affects applicants for new grant
‘awards under this program.  ALL APPLICANTS FOR
NEW AWARDS MUST INCLUDE INFORMATION IN
THEIR APPLICATIONS TO ADDRESS THIS NEW
PROVISION IN ORDER TO RECEIVE FUNDING UNDER
THIS PROGRAM.

(If this program is a State-formula grant program, 2 State
neads to provids this description only for projects or
activities that it carries out with funds reserved for State-level
uses. In addition, local school districts or ofher eligible
applicants that apply to the State for funding need to provide
this description in their applications to the State for funding.
The State would be responsible for ensuring that the school
district or ather local entity has submitted 2 sufficient

section 427 statement as described below.)

What Does This Provision Require?
Section 427 requires sach appicant for funds (other than an
individual person) to include in its application a descripion of
the staps the applicant proposes to take to ensure equitable
access to, and participation in, its Federally-assisted program
for students, teachers, and ather program beneficiaries with
special neads. This provision allows applicants discretion in
developing the required description. The statute highlights
six types of barriers that can impede equitable access or
participation: gender, race, national origin, color, disability, or
age. Based on local circumstances, you should determine
whether these or other barriers may prevent your students,
teachers, etc. from such access or participation in, the
Faderally-funded project or activity. The description in your
application of steps to be taken to overcome these barriers
need not be lengthy; you may provide a clear and succinct
description of how you plan o address those barriers that are

‘OMB Number: 1894-0005
Expiration Date: 08/30/2023

be discussed in connaction with related topics in the
application.

Section 427 is not intended to duplicte the requirements of
civil rights statutes, but rather to ensure that, in designing
their projects, appiicants for Fedaral funds address equity
concems that may affect the ability of certain potential
beneficiaries to fully participats in the project and to achisve
to high standards. Consistent with program requirements and
its approved application, an applicant may uss the Federal
funds awarded to it to eliminate barriers it identifies.

What are Examples of How an Applicant mgm Satisfy the
Requirement of This Provisi

The following examples may help illusirate how an applicant
may comply with Section 427,

(1) An applicant that proposas to carry out an adult literacy
project serving, amang others, adults with limited English
proficiency. might describe in its application haw it intends
o distribute & brochure abaut the proposed project to such
potential participants in their native language.

(2) An applicant that proposes to develop instructional
materials for ciassroom use might describe how it wil
make the materials available on audio tape or in braile for
students who are blind.

(3) An applicant that proposes to carry out a model
science program for sscondary students and is
cancemed that girls may be less likely than boys to enroll
in the course, might indicate how it intends to conduct
“autreach” efforts to girls, to encourage their enroliment.

(4) An applicant that proposes a project fo increase
school safety might describe the special sfforts it will take
to address concem of lesbian, gay. bisexual, and
transgender students, and efforts to reach out to and
imvalve the families of LGET students.

We recognize that many applicants may already be

effective staps to of access and

participation in their grant programs, and we appreciate your
in

applicable 1o your In addition, the

this

may be provided in a single narrative, or, if appropriate, may

provision.

Estimated Burden Statement for GEPA Requirements

According to the Paperwark Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond fo a collsction of information unless such
collection displays a valid OME control number. Public reporting burden for this collection of information is estimated to average
1.5 hours per respense. indluding time for reviewing instructions, searching existing data sources, gathering and maintaining the
data needed, and completing and reviewing the collection of information. The obligation to respond o this colleclion is required ta
abtain or retain benefit (Public Law 103-382). Send comments regarding the burden estimate or any other aspect of this collection
af informatian, including suggestions for reducing this burden, to the U.S. Department of Education, 400 Maryland Ave., SW,
Washington, DG 20210-4537 or email ICDocketMgri@ed.gav and reference the OMB Control Humber 1884-0005.

Optional - You may attach 1 file to this page.

| | Add Attachment | | Delat= tischment | | view Atachment |

DISCLOSURE OF LOBBYING ACTIVITIES

Complete this form to

disclose lobbying activities pursuant to 31 U.8.C.1352 OMB Number: 4040-0013
Expiration Date: 02/28/2025

1. * Type of Federal Action:
[] = oot 0
B b grant X
H £. coopsralive agreement 0

d laan

[ & toan guarantee
[ ¢ toan ineurance

2. * Status of Federal Action:

3. * Report Type:
a. bidiofesiapplcation [BX] . st g
b. intiad award [[] & material change:

& postaward

4. Name and Address of Reporting Entity:

[Reime  [Jsubsmardee

* Name l I

Streat 1 l I Strest 2 | |
o ] = | 7| |

a R T— |

5. If Reporting Entity in No.4 is Subawardee, Enter Name and Address of Prime:

6. * Federal Department/Agency:

7. * Federal Program Name/Description:

CFOA Numter, #sppicatie |

8. Federal Action Number, if known.

9. Award Amount, if known:

[1sl— ]

Application Checklist: Part 4

CERTIFICATION REGARDING LOBBYING

Certification for Contracts, Grants, Loans, and Cooperative Agreements

The undersigned certifies, to the best of his or her knowledge and belief, that:

(1) No Federal appropriated funds have been paid or will be paid, by or on behalf of the undersigned, to any
person for influencing or attempting to influence an officer or employee of an agency, a Member of
‘Congress, an officer or employee of Congress, or an employee of a Member of Congress in connection with
the awarding of any Federal contract, the making of any Federal grant, the making of any Federal loan, the
entering into ul any mcpslallvn agreement, and the extension, continuation, renewal, amendment, or

any Fi , grant, loan, or

(2) If any funds other than Federal appropriated funds have been paid or will be paid to any person for
influencing or attempting to influence an officer or employee of any agency, a Member of Congress, an
officer or employee of Congress, or an employaa of a Member of Congless in connection with this Federal
contract, grant, loan, or plete and submit Standard
Form-LLL, "Disclosure of Labbying Activities,” in am:)rdanu! with its instructions.

(3) The undersigned shall require that the language of this certification be included in the award documents
for all subawalds at all tiers (including subcontracts, subgrants, and contracts under grants, loans, and

and that all ipients shall certify and disclose accordingly. This certification
is a material representation of fact upon which reliance was piaced when this iransaction was made or
entered into. i of this i lion is a for making or entering into this transaction
imposed by section 1352, title 31, U.S. Cade. Any person wha fails to file the required certification shall be
subject to a civil penalty of not less than $10,000 and not more than $100,000 for each such failure.

Statement for Loan Guarantees and Loan Insurance
The undersigned states, to the best of his or her knowledge and belief, that:

If any funds have been paid or will be paid to any person for influencing or attempting to influence an officer
or emplayee of any agency, a Member of Congress, an officer or emplayee of Congress, or an employes of
a Member of Congress in connection with this commitment providing for the United States to insure or
guarantee a loan, the undersigned shall complete and submit Standard Form-LLL, “Disclosure of Lobbying
Activities,” in accordance with its instructions. Submission of this siatement is a prerequisite for making or
enlering into this transaction imposed by section 1352, titke 31, U.S. Code. Any person who fails to file the
required statement shall be subject to a civil penalty of not less than $10,000 and not more than $100,000
for each such failure.

10. a. Name and Address of Lobbying Registrant:

* APPLICANT'S ORGANIZATION

Prafic | | " Fest Name ] Midcle Name | |
'A.Is‘i\llmrl ] Sufix | I

- = | 1
“city | | Staie | | zp ‘ |

b. Individual Performing Services (ncuding sddress if sMerent from No. 10a)

Prafix | ‘ st ame. [ | e e | ]

,mh.‘awl ] Suffe |

“ Strest 1 | | Strest 2 I I
* City I | state [ 1z T 1

* PRINTED NAME AND TITLE OF AUTHORIZED REPRESENTATIVE

Prefix: =] * First Name: | Middle Name: |

" LaslName:‘ Suffix: | IJ
* Tite: |
* SIGNATURE: [completed on submission to G: *DATE: |completed on submi




CALL FOR PEER REVIEWERS

® Those interested in reading for this program must register or (if already registered) update their
information in G5 at www.G5.Gov

“ Please contact OTP@ed.gov to sign up and for more information.

The Federal Register is the official application submission guide. This webinar only provides technical assistance.



http://www.g5.gov/
mailto:otp@ed.gov

Eligibility
Questions




What do you mean by a consortium (as referred to on page 4)?
Please refer to the eligibility requirements in the NIA, but a consortium is comprised of:

* Three IHEs as defined in section 101 of the HEA (with one of the IHE’s or a State Higher Education Agency listed as the lead
applicant/fiscal agent)
An educational technology or electronic curriculum design expert (which may include such experts that are employed by
one or more of the consortium institutions); and

An advisory group of at least three employers, workforce organizations, or sector partners

What is meant by a State higher education agency?

* A State higher education agency means the officer or agency primarily responsible for the State supervision of higher
education.

Can an institution that is the lead on a current OTP grant submit a new proposal as lead for this round as well?
* Acurrent or prior OTP grantee is not prohibited from applying to this grant opportunity.




Can an IHE be the lead applicant for more than one proposal?

* No. Please note that if the Department receives more than one application from an IHE that serves as the lead applicant,
then we will accept and process the application with the latest “date/time received” validation.

Can an IHE be included as a subrecipient or partnering entity of the consortium — not the lead applicant — in more than one
proposal?

* Yes.

Can an applicant be part of a proposal where they serve as the “lead” for one consortium while supporting/advising as a part
of another?

* Yes. You may be a part of two different applications, as such, if both were to be awarded. The expectation is that you have
the capacity to meet the obligations as noted in the Notice Inviting Applications (NIA).




Does this program accept applications from IHE’s outside the U.S.A.?

* No. Eligible applicants are IHEs as defined in section 101 of the Higher Education Act of 1965, as amended (HEA)
(20 U.S.C. 1001). This does not include foreign institutions.
However, you can make a subaward to a foreign non-profit. The foreign entity would need to be able to
demonstrate to the grantee that it has a non-profit status under the laws of the nation in which it is domiciled.

This is necessary to establish eligibility for the subgrant.
There are also no restrictions on who applicants can use as contractors as long as they have the capacity to provide

services.

Is a state government agency for Higher Education eligible to apply for this grant?
* A State higher education agency is an eligible applicant. As established in the NIA, eligible IHEs (as defined under

section 101 of the HEA) and State higher education agencies may serve as the lead fiscal agent of the consortia.




Can system offices apply on behalf of their institutions? For example, could the “State Board of Community and

Technical Colleges,” an administrative body representing 20 community and technical colleges be eligible to lead a

project?

e If the system is a State higher education agency, then they could serve at the lead applicant. If the system is not a
State higher education agency, then one of their eligible IHEs should be designated as the lead applicant.

Can a university or college system (and all the affiliated colleges in the system) be considered a single IHE?
* No. We do not provide the definition for a system within this NIA. An IHE is defined in section 101 of the Higher
Education Act of 1965, as amended (HEA) (20 U.S.C. 1001).

Can 3 colleges in the same university system (but with separate tax IDs) collaborate to meet the requirement for 3

IHEs in the consortium?

* Yes. The eligible IHEs may be a part of the same system. Please note that if your system is not a State higher
education agency, then one of your eligible IHEs should be designated as the lead applicant.




Can a state system of higher education incorporating 20 colleges and 10 universities establish a grants.gov account

for submitting a proposal, and can the system office act as the fiscal agent?

* No. Aneligible IHE from the system should be designated as the lead applicant. The lead applicant that will serve
as the fiscal agent over the grant should submit the application on behalf of the system through grants.gov.

If an IHE partners with a “College Board” that is comprised of 20 community colleges, then is it necessary to identify

2 or more members of the community college system as “IHE partners” to meet the requirement of 3 IHEs in the

consortium?

* Yes. All participating members of the consortium should be clearly identified, even those that make up a “College
Board.”

We have three community colleges in under our District, with the district being our legal entity. Would an

application for our district that includes all three campuses meet the consortium requirements? Or would we need

to include two other IHE’s outside of our district since our three campuses are part of one larger legal entity?

* All 3 campuses can be included as part of the consortium to meet the requirements, but one of the IHE’s must be
designated as the lead applicant and fiscal agent in the application. Unfortunately, the district cannot be the lead
entity/fiscal agent.




We are not an established consortia but are almost all members of one (Public and Academic Libraries together). Is
that OK? We are all in the same area of our State. Is there a minimum number of libraries required? Do we need a

formal agreement between interested libraries before applying? Can we add academic members after the grant
deadline?

* There is not a minimum number of libraries to be involved in the project, but your consortium must at least
include 3 IHE’s, an educational technology or electronic curriculum design expert (which may include such experts that
are employed by one or more of the consortium institutions); and an advisory group of at least three employers,

workforce organizations, or sector partners. The lead applicant must be one of those IHE’s or a State Higher Education
Agency.

You cannot add members after the May 16t deadline, but if awarded, you can add other academic members and
partners to your grant. You need to consult with your Program Specialist when adding additional partners.

Please clearly identify and document the member’s role, responsibilities and willingness to participate on the grant, as
well as their qualifications/experience.




Application
Questions




Is it possible for the Project Director role to be split among two different individuals? (each at 0.5 FTE)

* Yes, but please remember to clearly outline their qualifications/experience, and their roles and responsibilities to the
project.

Will this be an annual program? Will the timeline be the same next year?

e Unfortunately, competitions for this grant program are dependent on congressional funding each fiscal year. It is therefore

not guaranteed that a competition will be held annually for this program. Furthermore, the timeline for each competition
depends on when we are able to get the NIA approved and published in the Federal Register, so the timeline may be
different the next time this competition is announced.

Is a third-party or external evaluator required for the project?
= io.




What is meant by an "educational technology or electronic curriculum design expert?"

* The individual(s) fulfilling this role in the consortium should be able to provide expertise in the design, development and
delivery of the open textbooks and instructional resources. Ideally, the individual(s) possess the skills needed to create
content for learning and have qualifications that facilitate designing, developing, implementing, and assessing instruction
and learning.

Can the educational technologist or electronic curriculum design expert involved in the project be provided from a system
level if the IHEs do not employ such a role?

* Yes.

Is a separate letter of commitment needed for the educational technology or electronic curriculum design expert that’s part
of the eligibility requirements if that person(s) is within one of the institutions of higher education consortium partners?

* No. However, in your application this individual should be clearly identified and information regarding their qualifications
and responsibilities on the grant should be provided.




If applying on behalf of a system that represents a very large number of IHEs, then is it a requirement to get letters of

commitment and support from every single member of the system?

* No. For the purpose of this grant, the consortium does not have to include all of the institutions in the system in its
application. As reflected in the NIA, there must be at least three IHEs in the consortium along with the other required
participants. It is also acceptable to provide documentation that supports your large system arrangement and describes the
system/consortium member’s willingness to participate on the grant. For example, a signed letter of commitment from an

Advisory board that represents the system arrangement would be appropriate documentation.

Is a separate letter of commitment needed for each member of the advisory group?

* No. However, in your application the members that make up the advisory group should be clearly identified and
documentation that describes the member’s role, responsibilities and willingness to participate on the grant should be

provided.




For the “Technical Standards for Interoperability,” where in the application should an applicant identify the industry standard
they will use?

* Applicants should identify the industry standard they will use for “Technical Standards for Interoperability” in the narrative
section “Quality of the Project Design” within the Project Narrative Attachment Form. The Project Narrative Attachment
Form includes the narrative sections addressing the program selection criteria that will be used to evaluate applications
submitted for this competition.

Are certificate and Career/technical education programs included in the program’s target or is the grant targeted to true
degree programs only?

* Funding is intended to target “the use of open textbooks in courses that are part of a degree granting program.” As such,
this program’s support of high-enrollment courses or programs may include certificate and Career/technical education
programs so long as they are part of a postsecondary degree-granting program.




Does 'degree granting program' mean that it must be a major, or if a course was a requirement of another degree
(international business degree, for example), would that be acceptable?

As noted in the purpose of the program, funding is intended to target “the use of open textbooks in courses that are
part of a degree granting program.” As such, you can develop open textbooks for a course as long as it is part of a

degree granting program, particularly if it is a course with a high-enrollment and/or a program that prepares
individuals for in-demand fields.

If our courses do not meet the definition of high enrollment, can we rely on in-demand industry sector element of our
program/courses for eligibility?

Sub-bullet 2 under Absolute Priority 2 speaks this question: Focus on the creation and expansion of education and training

materials that can be scaled, within and beyond the participating consortium members, to reach a broad range of students
participating in high-enrollment courses or preparing for in-demand industry sectors or in-demand occupations. However,

you must ensure your courses meet all the requirements/sub-bullets of the 3 Absolute Priorities outlined in the NIA.




Is it allowed to have multiple academic departments around the same field of work creating OERs for their
specific departments or is it best to stick with one academic department (i.e., psychology)?

* Yes, as long as they can be identified as high-enrollment courses in degree granting programs and meet the
requirements of the Absolute Priority.

If there are OERs available for some topics within a given discipline, but maybe they require expansion or
modification to make them more inclusive, can that be a part of our project as well or should our project focus
strictly on creating new material only?

* Yes, the purpose of the program, as listed in Absolute Priority 2, is to create new OER materials and expand
current OER textbooks and materials. However, you must ensure that the components of your project meet
all the requirements/sub-bullets of the 3 Absolute Priorities outlined in the NIA.




What is the difference between a competitive preference priority and an invitational priority?

If you address a Competitive preference priority you may receive additional points. If you address the
invitational priority, we do not award additional points. Both of these priorities are optional i.e. you do not
have to address them but you must address absolute priorities.

What are some of the common traits of the most successful grant proposals in terms of scale.

A large component of this program is that, with the rising costs of attending college and the increasing cost of
purchasing textbooks, it is important to consider how your application will scale upwards to generate the
highest level of savings for your students each year. Furthermore, you may want to consider the benefits of
OER materials outlined in the NIA background section, including how open educational resources increase
equity because institutions are able to freely distribute these resources and provide students access to high-
quality, up-to-date, and relevant content and materials; and access to open resources can empower faculty
to customize learning materials to better meet the needs of their students.




We would like to confirm if we are restricted to credit-bearing degree programs or would certificate
programs and non-credit opportunities also be embraced.

Yes, the OER materials that you intend to develop must be part of a degree-granting program,
particularly those courses that are high-enrollment and will prepare students in in-demand fields. This

means they must be credit-bearing courses and degree programs. Unfortunately, non-credit courses
are not an allowable activity.

Are the three employers, et., for the advisory group are from participating IHEs or outside partners?

They can be from either internal to the participating IHE or an outside partners, as long as you clearly outline
their roles, responsibilities, and willingness to participate on the grant.




What is the open licensing requirement, aka “open rule”?

Beginning with FY 2018 grant competitions, in accordance with the “open rule” published in early 2017, the
Department is generally requiring that for competitive grants, grantees and subgrantees must openly license grant
deliverables created wholly or in part with Department grant funds. This requirement will apply to new copyrightable
works and any new modifications to pre-existing works that are separately identifiable and developed during the

grant implementation.

This program is subject to the requirements of the open rule.




What is the requirement to disseminate final grant deliverables and program support materials?

* Under the open rule, grantees will be required to develop a plan to disseminate the final grant deliverables and any
program support materials. The Department does not prescribe the format of the dissemination plan in order to
allow grantees flexibility to develop a plan that is appropriate for the particular types of deliverables and support
materials and for the individual timeline for implementation of grant activities. Dissemination plans can be developed
throughout the course of the grant period in consultation with the Department project officer.

Is posting the OER books created with the grant on a public library consortium considered enough?

 We do not make requirements for how you share and disseminate the open educational resources, as long as they
are open, freely available to the public, and align to the open licensing, accessibility, and interoperability
requirements. Keep in mind, that you want to provide the greatest reach to students and help them to achieve the
highest level of savings, so it is important to consider whether posting the OER materials on one public library
consortium will provide the greatest outreach.




Does the open rule apply to all copyrightable work?

Unless an exception applies to the grant program, the open rule applies to all final grant deliverables created
wholly or in part with Department funds, including any program support materials.

How does the open rule apply to previously licensed materials?

The open rule does not apply to any pre-existing intellectual property. This includes existing copyrightable
works or any copyrightable works purchased by grantees or created by grantees without any funds from the
Department.

How does the open rule apply to modifications on existing materials?

The rule applies only to modifications that are separately identifiable from the existing materials and does not
apply to existing materials themselves.




Resources

Open Textbooks Pilot Website

Open Licensing Requirement for Competitive Grant Programs
2 C.F.R. §3474.20
Final Regulations

Technical Assistance for ED Grantees

https://grants.gov/

WWW.Sam.gov The Federal Register is the official application
submission guide. This webinar only provides
technical assistance.



https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2023/03/17/2023-05456/applications-for-new-awards-fund-for-the-improvement-of-postsecondary-education-open-textbooks-pilot
https://www2.ed.gov/programs/otp/index.html?msclkid=a5d7b42cbbf611ecb6567d329f51c780
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2017/01/19/2017-00910/open-licensing-requirement-for-competitive-grant-programs
https://www2.ed.gov/policy/fund/guid/uniform-guidance/index.html
https://grants.gov/
http://www.sam.gov/

Upcoming Pre-Application TA Webinars

* Wednesday, April 12t from 3:00pm — 4:30pm ET

e Thursday, May 4t from 2:00pm — 3:30pm ET

Refer to the Open Textbooks Pilot program website for
instructions to join.

The Federal Register is the official application
submission guide. This webinar only provides
technical assistance.



https://www2.ed.gov/programs/otp/applicant.html

Live Q&A

Join us for the live Q&A Session on Tuesday, April 25th, 2:00pm-3:00pm ET

Refer to the Open Textbooks Pilot program website for
instructions to join.

Please submit questions in advance to
kurrinn.abrams2@ed.qov

The Federal Register is the official application
submission guide. This webinar only provides
technical assistance.



https://www2.ed.gov/programs/otp/applicant.html
mailto:kurrinn.abrams2@ed.gov

gy -

Questions?

The Federal Register is the official application
submission guide. This webinar only provides
technical assistance.




Contact Information

Main Email for Questions: OTP@ed.qgov

Competition Manager: Kurrinn Abrams, Kurrinn.abrams2@ed.gov

HSI Division Director: Dr. Stacey Slijepcevic, Stacey.Slijepcevic@ed.gov

The Federal Register is the official application
submission guide. This webinar only provides
technical assistance.



mailto:OTP@ed.gov
mailto:Kurrinn.abrams2@ed.gov
mailto:Stacey.Slijepcevic@ed.gov
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