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PART | - ELIGIBILITY CERTIFICATION 12wi4

The signatures on the first page of this applicatiertify that each of the statements below conogrn
the school’s eligibility and compliance with U.Seartment of Education, Office for Civil Rights (B
requirements is true and correct.

1. The school has some configuration that includesopmaore of grades K-12. (Schools on the
same campus with one principal, even K-12 schoolst apply as an entire school.)

2. The school has made adequate yearly progress eaclioy the past two years and has not been
identified by the state as "persistently dangerovigtiin the last two years.

3. To meet final eligibility, the school must meet state's Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP)
requirement in the 2011-2012 school year. AYP rbestertified by the state and all appeals
resolved at least two weeks before the awards @argfior the school to receive the award.

4. If the school includes grades 7 or higher, the sthst have foreign language as a part of its
curriculum and a significant number of studentgrimdes 7 and higher must take foreign
language courses.

5. The school has been in existence for five full getrat is, from at least September 2006.

6. The nominated school has not received the Bluedril8chools award in the past five years:
2007, 2008, 2009, 2010 or 2011.

7. The nominated school or district is not refusingRO&cess to information necessary to
investigate a civil rights complaint or to condadiistrict-wide compliance review.

8. OCR has not issued a violation letter of findingstte school district concluding that the
nominated school or the district as a whole hakateéd one or more of the civil rights statutes. A
violation letter of findings will not be consideredtstanding if OCR has accepted a corrective
action plan from the district to remedy the viabati

9. The U.S. Department of Justice does not have aipgsdit alleging that the nominated school
or the school district as a whole has violated aneore of the civil rights statutes or the
Constitution’s equal protection clause.

10. There are no findings of violations of the Individisiwith Disabilities Education Act in a U.S.
Department of Education monitoring report that gpplthe school or school district in question;
or if there are such findings, the state or distras corrected, or agreed to correct, the findings



PART Il - DEMOGRAPHIC DATA 12wia

All data arethe most recent year available.

DISTRICT
1. Number of schools in the distr 5 Elementary schools (includes&-
(per district designation): 1 Middle/Junior high schools

1 High schools
0 K-12 schools
7 Total schools in district

2. District per-pupil expenditure: 1292(

SCHOOL (To be completed by all schools)

3. Category that best describes the area where tlo®lssiocated: Rural

4. Number of years the principhhs been in her/his position at this scr 3

5. Number of students as of October 1, 2011 enroliexheh grade level or its equivalent in applying
school:

Grade |# of Males # of Females |Grade Total # of Males |# of Females |Grade Total
PreK 2 1 3 6 0 0 0

K 13 6 19 7 0 0 0

1 10 7 17 8 0 0 0

2 10 11 21 9 0 0 0

3 11 6 17 10 0 0 0

4 11 19 11 0 0 0

5 9 15 12 0 0 0

Total in Applying School: 111



12wi4

6. Racial/ethnic composition of the schc 0 % American Indian or Alaska Native

0 % Asian

1 % Black or African American

2 % Hispanic or Latino
0 % Native Hawaiian or Other Pacific Islan

96 % White

1 9% Two or more races

100 % Total

Only the seven standard categories should be nseporting the racial/ethnic composition of your
school. The final Guidance on Maintaining, Collagtiand Reporting Racial and Ethnic data to the U.S
Department of Education published in the October2087Federal Register provides definitions for

each of the seven categories.

7. Student turnover, or mobility rate, during the 22101 school year: 21%
This rate is calculated using the grid below. &hewer to (6) is the mobility rate.

(1) Number of students who transferted
the school after October 1, 2010 until | 12
the end of the school year.

(2) Number of students who transferred
from the school after October 1, 2010 12
until the end of the school year.

(3) Total of all transferred students [sum of2 4
rows (1) and (2)].

(4) Total number of students in the school
as of October 1, 2010

(5) Total transferred students in row (3) 0.21
divided by total students in row (4). 7

(6) Amount in row (5) multiplied by 100. 21

117

8. Percent of English Language Learners in the school0%
Total number of ELL students in the school: 0
Number of non-English languages represented: 0
Specify non-English languages:




12wl4

9. Percent of students eligible for free/reduced-priceals: 49%
Total number of students who qualify: 55

If this method does not produce an accurate estinfahe percentage of students from low-income
families, or the school does not participate inftke and reduced-priced school meals program,
supply an accurate estimate and explain how theotdalculated this estimate.

10. Percent of students receiving special educationces: 14%
Total number of students served: 15

Indicate below the number of students with distibdiaccording to conditions designated in the
Individuals with Disabilities Education Act. Do natld additional categories.

0 Autism 0 Orthopedic Impairment

0 Deafness 1 Other Health Impaired

0 Deaf-Blindness 2 Specific Learning Disability

0 Emotional Disturbance 11 Speech or Language Impairment

1 Hearing Impairment —OTraumatic Brain Injury

0 Mental Retardation 0 Visual Impairment Including Blindness
0 Multiple Disabilities 0 Developmentally Delayed

11.Indicate number of full-time and part-time staffmigers in each of the categories below:
Number of Staff

Full-Time Part-Time

Administrator(s) 0 1
Classroom teachers 7 0
Resource teachers/specialists

(e.g., reading specialist, media specialist, arsimPE teachers, et 0 8
Paraprofessionals 2 0
Support staff

(e.g., school secretaries, custodians, cafeteti@saetc.) 2 2
Total number 11 11

12. Average school student-classroom teacher ratibjghthe number of students in the school

divided by the Full Time Equivalent of classrooradkers, e.g., 22:1: 16:1




13. Show daily student attendance rates. Omij Ischools need to supply yearly graduation r

20102011/2009201C2008200¢ 20072008 20062007
Daily student attendance 97% 96% 96%» 97% 96%
High school graduation re % % % % %

14.For schoolsending in grade 12 (high schoals):
Show what the students who graduated in Spring 284 Hoing as of Fall 2011.

Graduating class size:

Enrolled in a 4-year college or university
Enrolled in a community college
Enrolled in vocational training

Found employment

Military service

Other %
Total 0%
15. Indicate whether your school has previously reatadlational Blue Ribbon Schools award:
o No
> Yes

If yes, what was the year of the award?

12wi4



PART |1l - SUMMARY 12wia

Arena Elementary School is a 111-student schoaltéatin rural Wisconsin. With a population of over
50% of its students receiving free/reduced pricet) Arena faces challenges that have been overcome
through focusing on creativity, innovation, and @eennections with students and their families.réhe
are many effective and replicable practices thatavfrena Elementary School deserving of Blue Ribbon
Status. These strengths are as follows:

« Cohesive school culture with high expectations

« Focus on 21st century skills and themes

« Use of project learning and integrated studies

« High student achievement

« High student engagement

« Use of authentic assessment with real-world apidica

- Emphasis on inquiry and student-directed, rathan timly teacher-directed, learning
» Collaborative planning among teachers

« Personalized instruction and regular use of assgsim shape teaching and learning
« Culture of trust fostered between staff and stuslent

« Teachers given input and leadership in shapingdéhmprovement

« Relevant, ongoing professional development taildoeiddividual teacher's needs

« Meaningful involvement of parents and community rbers

- Eagerness among staff to share best practicesedpatmer educators replicate their success

The mission and vision statements at Arena Elemg®izhool are as follows:

Arena Elementary students will master and use as@desontent knowledge at high levels in order to
become effective and self-reliant life-long leamer

Students will accomplish this by:

- understanding and integrating the foundation afrimiation and the fundamental skills learned in
each content area.

- developing effective strategies in each conterd ar@rder to create products that reflect ongoing
learning.

« becoming aware of how they learn and verbalizingmvand how to use critical thinking, creative
thinking, and problem solving strategies to develateeper understanding of academic content.

« learning how to develop new ideas and conceptsatigaboth original and hold value.
- identifying and generating patterns and relatigpskirawn from diverse content areas.

« embracing and integrating new ideas and perspadivbroaden their overall understanding
increase relevancy.

- articulating ideas in multiple formats by explorjmdpserving, collaborating, and presenting.



« recognizing the importance of developing mentaézgpace and stillness to avoid chaos in the
thinking process.

« being able to apply critical thinking skills to demine the meaning and significance of academic
content and of the products of their own creatiraepss.

« organizing, synthesizing, questioning, and anatytinevaluate academic content and generating
new ideas.

« recognizing and appreciating the need for life-ltaarning.
« understanding the importance of metacognition (tsteading how you think, feel, and learn).
< communicating their ideas effectively with diveesgdiences.

- effectively using appropriate methods of commumazgtwell suited to need and purpose, and
displaying confidence when communicating with vasi@udiences.

« using multiple forms of technology to enhance, @eand produce appropriate communication
for diverse and global audiences.

- listening effectively and showing respect when camivating with others.

- displaying social skills, flexibility, and a willgness to compromise in order to achieve common
goals with diverse teams.

- appreciating diversity from both a local and glopaispective and utilizing this understanding to
influence the local environment.

« working effectively with diverse groups in acaderand co-curricular activities.

« investigating the world to learn new perspectived @ommunicate ideas.

» taking action to meet local challenges and addykdxal issues (think globally, act locally).

- display global citizenship and stewardship

- demonstrating an understanding of how world cuiied global issues connect to their lives.
« using technology as a tool to research, organizduate, and communicate information.

» integrating various technologies (new and old)dbieve specific purposes.

« engaging in digital citizenship to use technologiety, legally, responsibly, and ethically.

« understanding how and why media messages are gotestrand for what purposes.

- organizing and managing information to create qutsje

« using various technologies as a learning tool to gacess to new knowledge and current
happenings and reacting accordingly.

« using technology communication to collaborate liycahd globally.

« displaying intrinsic motivation and the ability take personal initiative.

Every month Arena Elementary School students,,staff families take part in a school-wide assembly
that has a specific focus area that is sharedtzanae throughout the month in the school. Typicdhis
focus is on reading so that students and famib@ssee the importance of reading for a lifetimezrigv
spring an end-of-the year all-school gatheringgisl that brings in members of the entire community.
Celebrating the year's successes - including adadgowth, accomplishments of the school as a whole
and community connections, make this celebratiantbat is remembered by students for years to come.



PART IV - INDICATORS OF ACADEMIC SUCCESS 12wia

1. Assessment Results;

As a public school district in the State of Wisdonghe River Valley School District is requireddive
students in grades 3-8 and 10 the Wisconsin Knaydeshd Concepts Examination (WKCE). The
WKCE is customized to measure the Wisconsin Modisldemic Standards (WMAS) and is developed
and designed by the Wisconsin Department of Puidituction and Wisconsin educators in conjunction
with CTB/McGraw-Hill. This standardized test is coposed of items specifically designed for Wisconsin
and a few commercially developed questions usadhools across the country. Students in grades 3, 5
6, and 7 take tests in Reading and MathematicsleBts in grades 4, 8, and 10 take tests in Reading,
Mathematics, Science, Language Arts, Writing, aond& Studies. WKCE is administered to all the
students enrolled in Wisconsin public schools duthre fall of each school year.

The purpose of the WKCE is to provide informatidmoat student attainment of subject-area proficiency
to students, parents, and teachers, informatieapport curriculum and instructional planning; @nd
measure of accountability for schools and distrittee results of the WKCE are used by the Departmen
of Public Instruction (DPI) as an accountabilityasare for school improvement to meet its statutory
requirement of identifying low-performing schooks stipulated by Wisconsin s. 115.38(4), meet the
federal Title | (NCLB) requirement to determine hall children are learning, and determine the mixte
to which schools and districts across the statenaeting the Wisconsin proficiency standards.

The WKCE has four ranges of performance:

- Advanced: Demonstrates in-depth understanding of acadenowledge and skills tested on
WKCE for that grade level.

« Proficient: Demonstrates competency in the academic knowladdeskills tested on WKCE for
that grade level.

- Badic: Demonstrates some academic knowledge and skdlled on WKCE for that grade level.

« Minimal: Demonstrates very limited academic knowledgeskilts tested on WKCE for that
grade level.

The Advanced and Proficient levels of functionirggedmine Adequate Yearly Progress by grade and
subject. Reviewing one year of test data is jUshapshot,” or a picture at one point in timestfdent
performance and mastery of grade level materiatrédnger indicator of performance is a trend over
multiple years. The trend at Arena Elementary Stim@/KCE results shows consistently high
performance over the last five years. Over theflasttesting cycles, November 2006 through Novembe
2010, Arena Elementary School students have sairede the state average in proficient or advanced i
Reading and Math. Our differentiated models ofrungton at Arena Elementary School have clearly
resulted in a high level of proficiency in educgtiour students as signified by consistently higires on
the WKCE. This high performance is due to the faat we have well-trained, committed staff members
who are teaching students at their levels and eixgkigh results.

A clear focus on utilizing curriculum that spirasiong the grade levels has resulted in increased
performance for our students. The balanced litesacymathematics focus that is utilized in our stho
and district has allowed for a review and adjustnoérgaps and overlaps' in our curriculum. Thigkvo
has resulted in high-performing students and teachiBo recognize the importance of connections
between and among the grade levels.

There is very little difference between how ourdstuots in various sub-groups are performing in
comparison to their peers. As an example, our@odrally disadvantaged students are performing
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nearly as well as our non-economically disadvardagedents and our males and females perform
similarly as well. We attribute this success wividualization and high expectations for all of ou
students as well as a strong commitment to undetistg students' needs and working with families to
ensure success for all students.

For several years, 100% of our students at vagoade levels have scored in the advanced/proficient
range in reading on the WKCE. In the years wherdawxe had fewer than 100% scoring in the
advanced/proficient range, we have still been altosestate average. We have reviewed the resudts an
there have not been significant gains (as it isossfhle to gain beyond 100%) or losses over thesyea
While fourth grade showed a drop in percentagedefaced/proficient scores in reading from 94% to
88% in 2007 and 2008 respectively, 2009 showedenease to 93% and 2010 was back to 94%. We
believe this is due to a focus on reading in &t thie do at Arena Elementary School. We have worked
with students and families to show the importarfoeeading through multiple formats starting frone th
time students enter our door in Kindergarten.

In mathematics, students have shown fairly consisteores on the WKCE over the last five years. In
grade 3 in 2006, 100% of the students scored imdhanced/proficient range and did so again in 2010
This achievement is notable after a brief dip fr2007-2009. Students in grade 4 have scored from 93%
to 100% advanced/proficient in the last five yemrd students in grade 5 have scored from 88%
advanced/proficient to 100%. This includes a geomf88% to 92% between 2009 and 2010.

Although Arena Elementary does not have the requitenber of students to form a sub group of
students in special education, the progress inngdbe achievement gap has begun and clearly mtvide
with gains shown in both reading and mathematies the last few years.

The Wisconsin Knowledge and Concepts Exam is reobtily assessment tool that is used at Arena
Elementary. Each year the results from the STARiInga STAR early literacy, and Accelerated Reader
tests are used to guide instructional practicedmuision making. By providing access to several
assessments teachers can design lessons thatinlifigdentiated instruction and flexible groupitgt

will allow them to maximize our students' learnexperience.

More information on the Wisconsin Knowledge and &pis Exam can be found
at http://dpi.wi.gov/oea/wkce.html.

2. Using Assessment Results:

Assessment data informs our decision making wiglane to instruction at three different levels. Tingt
and most significant level is based on analysthefresults from our state assessment, the Wistonsi
Knowledge and Concepts Examination (WKCE). Thisiegiven in November with results reported to
our district in April or May. Once we receive tlesults, we review the test data through item aisbs
a district. We review student responses to varestsquestions to determine which questions resuite
multiple errors. We then work to address ways tprowe instruction to better meet the needs of stisde
based on these results.

The second level of instructional decision-makingased on analysis of the results from our STAR ea
literacy, STAR reading testing, and Accelerateddrepassessments. Our students in grades 1-5 are
tested four times per school year and our Kindéegastudents are tested three times a year. Through
these assessment results, we are able to tradstocbgress during the school year. Tracking @egr
allows us to make adjustments to student learningroindividual level to manage learning deficis a
they appear. Also, using the STAR results from &mapier, we are able to identify deficits for indivad
students that require remediation and differemtiathrough various means including small groupg; on
on-one assistance, and/or Title | interventiong Ahcelerated Reading assessment assists us on a
regular basis by providing us with results in reg@r comprehension of books that students arengadi
for pleasure.
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The third level of assessment analysis is basesdumient functioning on classroom benchmark
assessments. Using this information, we can ideggiécific benchmarks that cause our students
difficulty and problem-solve as a staff on how dtbr deliver that instruction so that our studeats be
successful.

All three levels of analysis are tied to remedfébres for students on an individual level througr
summer school program. Students who participaseiimmer school usually are successful in meeting
grade-level proficiency because of smaller classssand more intensive efforts on behalf of stiey
also are less likely to experience summer regrassigkills associated with students who do narait
summer school, making for a more successful soyeanl to follow. Giving our students additional
opportunities to be successful is important toQue: assessment analysis helps us be successiis in t
area.

We devote time and opportunities in a plethora aysvto discuss and utilize assessment data. These
include, but are not limited to:

« end of year staff meetings to discuss growth froengchool year
» discussion of reading needs for individual students groups

« regular lunch meetings/discussions

« common goals and focus on goals at meetings

« Professional Learning Communities book group agdler discussions

We utilize regular reporting periods as opport@sitio meet with parents and students in regartlitiest
achievement. Multiple pieces of data are shareldding assessment results, work samples, rubmek, a
completed projects. In addition to these regwdanrting periods, one-on-one conferences are highd w
parents at times when questions about studentg'ge® arise. A district-wide Building Intervention
Team assists with providing further background datgarents to ensure that each student's needs ar
being met.

Finally, parents are regularly invited to be a @drthe school day including volunteering, attergdin
community assemblies and field trips, sharing thesading skills and interests, and assisting inyaagy
out day-to-day components of the curriculum.

3. Sharing Lessons L earned:

With great pride and humility, Arena Elementary &alrshares information regularly in myriad ways. |
the River Valley School District, teachers from Aaeare asked to share methods, work samples, and
results with grade-level colleagues across theiclistArena Elementary staff members have alsoezha
their techniques with masters-level education sitgifrom a local university on multiple occasiohs.

has been reported back to us that these sharieg tiith teacher education students have been rasked
the most successful times of information sharingnduthe students' semester.

We have taken part in summer course offerings wbenéculum is developed and content is learned by
our staff. The work that has been produced froredtuurses has been shared with our colleaguks in t
district and through our state CESA (Cooperativadational Service Agency). We have shared our
learning and professional expertise with local camity members through grant-writing and workshops
as well.

Pre-service teachers have had the opportunityuttest teach at Arena Elementary and consistently ra
our school with top marks for teaching content sinowing compassion for students and families. Our
staff members also readily mentor new staff memivetise River Valley School District and serve on
local and state committees whenever asked.
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Our philosophy at Arena Elementary is that we lgashas much as those with whom we are sharing.
Therefore, sharing these 'lessons learned' is &isyimrelationship that we treasure.

4. Engaging Familiesand Communities:

Arena Elementary is a family and community oriergeldool. The staff firmly believes that integrating
our school families and members the community énlifie of the school is one way to assure that
students will be successful. At the beginning ef ykar, all are welcome to our Open House. ThismOpe
House showcases our school and the curriculum Wée&vpresenting to the students in the upcoming
year.

During the school year, we have many opportunfbeparents and/or the community to be involved in
school. We have an extensive volunteer programeavparents and/or community members may come in
and work with students in all grade levels. Thidudes, but is not limited to, reading with indival
students, practicing math facts, sharing expeadisa subject, accompanying students on field t@ps.
volunteers also include high school students whikwiith students as part of their mentoring
requirements. These volunteers perform a vitaliseno the students by extending the learning én th
classroom.

During the summer, we open our school library ameeeek for students and parents to check out books,
read with staff members, and take Accelerated Reatdists. Our staff volunteers their time to open t
library each week as we know that reading ovesstimmer months is another way to insure success in
the school year.

We have developed a summer enrichment progranetizdties students to take classes not normally
offered during the school year. These classesthelptudents stay connected to the school andaffe s
while working on projects that they are interestednd have a connection to. Staff members choose
classes they would like to teach and work with stid that may not be a part of their current class.

Family Nights have become an integral part of @tosl year. These Family Nights have had different
focuses over the years but always involve the sitsda a positive way. As part of a reading foaurse
Family Night featured a singer/songwriter that e@aiaed our families with songs that were written b
the students themselves. Other Nights have beefojusntertainment and a way to bring the communit
together.

We began a school garden in the spring of 201thamd enlisted the help of many community members
as we established and are now growing that ga@@mmunity/family members have helped with many
aspects of the garden including digging the spardeging in mulch, planting, weeding, and helpinighw
the harvest. The students work alongside thesd@émfpearn about gardening, the importance of
growing healthy food to eat, and how to become ggied/ards of the earth.

The success of our school is directly related éoitivolvement of our parents and the Arena comngunit
and we thank them for the support they have giwover the years.
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PART V - CURRICULUM AND INSTRUCTION 12w

1. Curriculum:

All of the Wisconsin Model Academic Standards all a®the Common Core State Standards in Math
and English/Language Arts are met by the curricub@img utilized at Arena Elementary School.

In reading/language arts, a balanced literacy misddtilized in all grade levels. Balanced litgras a
model that strikes a balance between both wholgulage and phonics. The strongest elements of each
are incorporated into the literacy program at Artvad aims to guide students toward proficient and
lifelong reading.

We believe that math needs to be taught conceptumayinning with the concrete at all grade lewgld
that mathematical understanding is deepened wheersts learn the concepts in the context of problem
solving. A wide variety of manipulatives are avhli&ato enable students to make sense of math ctscep
Opportunities to explore and discuss mathematidaking are an integral part of instruction throagh

the grades. After students have developed condaptdarstanding about numbers and operations,
procedures are introduced. This means that nunheeiedionships are developed before we ask stgdent
to learn computational algorithms or basic facte Want our students to be numerically powerful. We
want them to be able to develop meaning for numaedsoperations, look for relationships among
numbers and operations, understand computatiaiaéégies, use them appropriately and efficienty a
make sense of numerical situations. We also wanstoaents to develop grade-appropriate conceptual
understanding of core ideas in all the strandsathematics.

At Arena Elementary School, we follow the Wisconsindel Academic Standards for science by
utilizing an inquiry-based program that encouraged models the skills of scientific inquiry. Inguis
an approach to teaching that involves a procesgmlbring the natural world that leads to asking
guestions and making discoveries in the searclewfunderstandings.

In social studies, we focus on a balance of contestituction and reading strategy instruction. Ehare
some lessons in which we want children to learmplgegbout historical events and really delve irte t
material through projects and meaningful activitd® use social studies-related texts to teach non-
fiction reading strategies during our reading bldwkve students research historical figures when
teaching them about biographies, and use a sgjralirriculum to teach to the Wisconsin Model
Academic Standards for social studies.

We believe that physical education for elementagdachildren should not consist of highly specskdl
practice and competitive games; that is, it shdal@ real physical education for children rathanta
watered-down version of varsity sports. Therefare focus on cooperative games, helping students see
the benefit of life-long physical activity and nitibn, and teaching basic skills that are develomiaen
nature. Additionally, we work with the community poovide nutrition education classes; health, visio
and hearing screenings; weight analysis; and flieovarnish applications for students' teeth.

We also offer unique curricula at Arena Elementehool including special ‘community days' for our
students in grades kindergarten, first, and secbinese days are theme-based and involve an entire
project-based approach to learning. All studentgraues K-5 take part in a school-developed garden
curriculum that focuses on the development and tr@fvour school garden. Students are involved in
book clubs and author studies throughout the salteplnd into the summer as well.
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2. Reading/English:

A balanced literacy approach is utilized at alldgrdevels and incorporates multiple reading stiatetp
assist students in becoming proficient readerzovides and cultivates the skills of reading, gt
thinking, speaking and listening for all studefitse Arena Elementary School Balanced Literacy
Program includes:

« Modeled reading (reading aloud) and modeled writing
« Shared reading and shared writing
« Guided reading and guided writing

« Independent reading and independent writing

By reading both fiction and nonfiction texts, statkebuild upon their background knowledge, develop
vocabulary, and improve their understanding of features and comprehension strategies in a wgy the
couldn’t with fiction alone. Young readers are dnawto the text using compelling stories and text
features. This carefully balanced mix of genrestamtistyles works with teacher-created lessonsplan
very effective guided reading instruction.

Additionally, we utilize the Accelerated Readergmaim to make essential reading practice more éftect
for every student. Accelerated Reader assists istsidbg:

» Personalizing reading practice to each studenti®ntilevel.
« Managing all reading activities including readread with, and read independently.
« Assessing students’ reading.

- Building a lifelong love of reading and learning.

At Arena Elementary School we have addressed thetyaf reading needs for students (for those both
above and below grade level) by:

1. Realigning resources to provide training, materiand support in the area of Balanced Literacy.

2. Utilizing an intervention model in grades K-athrer than remediation commencing in the fourttilgra

3. Providing clear and purposeful evaluation ofgpamns and materials on the basis of whether thek.wo
4. Maintaining high expectations for all childrémgluding those from low socioeconomic backgrounds.

3. Mathematics:

At Arena Elementary School, we utilize the Universif Chicago's School Mathematics project,
Everyday Mathematics, which is a research-basedielddested curriculum that focuses on developing
children's understandings and skills in ways thatipce life-long mathematical power.

The Everyday Mathematics curriculum emphasizes:

« Use of concrete, real-life examples that are megduiras an introduction to key mathematical
concepts.

+ Repeated exposures to mathematical concepts disdtsldevelop children's ability to recall
knowledge from long-term memory.

« Frequent practice of basic computation skills tddoonastery of procedures and quick recall of
facts, often through games and verbal exercises.

« Use of multiple methods and problem solving str@®¢p foster true proficiency and to
accommaodate different learning styles.
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The mathematics curriculum features several pedeagiogrinciples. These principles include
emphasizing appropriate use of technology, teaat@aglife problem solving, and improving the
home/school partnership.

We believe in making math relevant to students'difid we use many different methods to accomplish
this. Math is incorporated into Morning Meeting érand students are able to use what they havesigarn
in math class as they count, graph, estimate, ldmdar and weather activities, and tell time.

Story problems are personalized and children deetaliake ownership of the problems as they learn
how to solve them. Games are an important pahetveryday Math program and students from
Kindergarten through 5th Grade are taught gamesaiiaenhance their learning of math concepts and
challenge their thinking. Fantasy Football is m&ll in the 4th and 5th Grade as it furthers theesits
understanding of math concepts through the uswati$tics, estimating, calculating scores, and/liae
graphs.

The home/school connection is an integral partunfreath program. Parents are encouraged to hélp the
children with math homework through the Homelinksggam. The Homelinks review what the student
has learned each day and provides problems for themlve. Parents are sent a letter at the begrofi
each unit that explains what the students willdzening and how to help them with the work that is
brought home. We feel this connection to home serigal in building lifelong math learners.

Assessment is done at the completion of each odistudents are identified that need more
individualized help on specific math concepts. Ehetsidents are provided extra help and skill pradt
strengthen weak areas.

In order to accommodate learners that are abobelow grade level in math we have utilized the
following methods:

- Providing mentors for additional practice in prablareas
« Using online resources such as xtramath.org aniliae Academy
« Using the SMART Board for math games and practice

- Encouraging students to think positively about nattl the role it plays in their lives
4. Additional Curriculum Area:

At Arena Elementary, we believe that the integratt Reading and Math into other curriculum areas i
an important way to teach critical thinking ands@aing skills to students. We view the study of the
sciences as an effective avenue for teaching gesential life skills. Science is an effective sgboard
for teaching students how to think independentiyusithe world in which they live.

Comprehension strategies learned in Reading casdutto find information, look for main ideas and
synthesize information in science materials. Cotingditerature they have read to the science trey
learning helps the students develop critical regdimd questioning skills. Math skills are also prac

and strengthened through activities such as findirgsurements and asking and answering questions
based on information in graphs and charts. The#ie ake useful as students connect the scientieeto
world around them.

We believe it is essential for students in the 2&situry to learn the importance of stewardshifhef
Earth in which they live. We do this in a variefyways in each grade and also through whole school
projects. Our school garden project takes the éasshkills and knowledge they have learned in negd
math, and science and extends them to the outaréddsing the garden, we can teach the studentd ab
life cycles, plant identification, healthy eatiramd how to care for the earth. As students leam the
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garden, they take this knowledge back into thesctasn to write, illustrate, and share with othdtss
connection from the classroom to the real worldssential for students to become well-rounded adult

Many of our school field trips are science relaed the students take information they have leaimed
the classroom and are able to connect it to somgettoncrete in their world. These field trips irdgu
visits to state parks to study ecosystems, theteart®n, and monitoring of bluebird houses, priri
restoration and the pulling of invasive plantsitgito the National Crane Foundation, and manyrothe
educational experiences.

Teachers use hands-on lab activities and demoiesisab actively involve students in the learning
process. Technology is used to further reinforesiistructional concepts taught. The SMART Board is
used to access information on the web that camdersto all the students. This links the learnimghie
textbooks and literature to what can be learnech fothers.

5. Instructional M ethods:

Teachers at Arena Elementary School provide maligérning opportunities which help students take i
information and make sense of concepts and skitiditionally, students are provided with appropeiat
levels of challenge, including those who are adednthose who struggle, and those working right at
grade level.

We identify the levels at which individual studeate working in all subject areas then utilize detg of
assessment data including test scores and othergrgrinformation to assist us in providing apprafe
learning plans for students. We administer a legrstyle inventory to determine how our student be
learn and on a regular basis, we ask studenteifg topics that interest them and activities thecupy
their non-school time.

At Arena Elementary School we focus on studendshieg preferences, abilities, styles, and intsrest
We work to build students' comfort levels and emaga both academic and personal growth. We focus
on improving our classroom environments so that the

« Promote acceptance of differences in students.
- Affirm the learning strengths of all students.
« Acknowledge the differing learning rates and stylestudents.

« Recognize that in order for work to be fair for gtthdents, it will sometimes be different for some
students.

« Accept that success means different things tordiffiepeople.
« Promote personal responsibility for classroom leeyn

« Build feelings of self-confidence and confidencéearning.

« Value effort.

« Support and celebrate student success.

e Nurture students’ creative spirits.

« Honor the work of all students.
6. Professional Development:

We believe that great teachers help create gradéists. We have reviewed research that showsrthat a
inspiring and informed teacher is the most impdr&mhool-related factor influencing student
achievement, so training and supporting both nedvexiperienced educators has been a critical focus
area at Arena Elementary School.
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Our staff has ongoing and regular opportunitidedon from each other. Ongoing professional
development keeps our staff up-to-date on new relsea how children learn, emerging technology
tools for the classroom, and new curriculum resesirgVe utilize a staff development model that is
developed by the staff after reviewing student eatinent data, focusing on needs in our school, and
interests in areas of growth for the staff. Ouffstavelopment practices are ongoing, experiengiadi
collaborative.

Our staff development model focuses on criticatkhig for students and how we will move students
forward academically. While we proactively plan puofessional growth for the year based on best
practices, we also review student achievementatatacal, state, and national assessments to dagerm
our next steps. Utilizing the Wisconsin Model Acamle Standards and the Common Core State
Standards, we set a model for long-term, sustginei@ssional growth and review our practices monthl

7. School Leadership:

Leadership at Arena Elementary can best be descaiba shared partnership between the princigal, th
Administrative Building Coordinator (ABC), and te&aff. Due to the size of our school and the
configuration of the elementary schools in ourritistwe have only been allocated a part-time parsit

for our principal. However, even though she is grayt-time, our principal provides us with excetlen
leadership skills and strong administrative suppod has been instrumental in initiating new, iratve
programs within our school. These programs incMdening Meeting, a K-5 Guided Reading, The Daily
5, Community Day in the K-1 classrooms, multi-aggssrooms, Sitton Spelling, and Professional
Learning Communities. She encourages and worksthdlstaff as we provide meaningful curriculum
instruction to the students.

As a small school with one teacher per grade, AEamentary has a spirit of cooperation between the
staff members. The ABC is responsible for the dagiaty operation of the building, but it is very rhuc
cooperative venture between all staff. We commuaieaell with each other, share ideas, take on
responsibilities within the building, and have higtpectations for all students. This sense of conityiu
is passed on to the students as they understangetell share in their education. We have a mgrdhl
school assembly where we celebrate student suscasddearn from each other.

This cooperation and collaboration between thd Eta&cognized by parents and community members as
they visit and work within the school.

During monthly meetings, we set goals, solve pnoisledevelop ideas, plan events for the school, and
come to an agreement as how to best move forwareve®plan, our foremost thought is “what is best fo
kids.” This thought drives our decisions and isfthendation of what we are about at Arena Elemegntar

The principal promotes leadership by being apprablehand visible at Arena Elementary. Students,
staff, and parents feel comfortable speaking withdnd she is willing and able to take on, andesolv
problems large and small. She trusts the staffakentlecisions that are in the best interest o$tihgents
and that enables us to discover better ways to theatducational needs of our students. She isitiyeo
advocate for change in our building if it promos#gdent learning, makes for a safe environmenitior
students, and/or moves our school forward to neeskills needed in the 21st century.
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PART VII - ASSESSMENT RESULTS

STATE CRITERION-REFERENCED TESTS

Subject: Mathematics Grade: Test: Wisconsin Knowledge and Concepts

3 Examination
Efltlon/Publlcatlon Year: 2006-07 to 201Bhblisher: CTB McGraw-Hill

2010-2011| 2009-201C| 2008-200¢| 2007-2008  2006-2007
Testing Month Nov Oct Nov Nov Nov
SCHOOL SCORES
Proficient and Advanced 100 88 92 93 100
Advanced 67 53 31 47 50
Number of students tested 12 15 13 17 18
Percent of total students tested 100 100 100 0 10 100
Number of students alternatively asse: 0 0 0 0 0
Percent of students alternatively assessed 0 0 0 0 0
SUBGROUP SCORES

1. Free/Reduced-Price M eal §/Socio-economic Disadvantaged Students
Proficient and Advanced

Advanced

Number of students tested 3 8 3 9 3
2. African American Students

Proficient and Advanced

Advanced

Number of students tested

3. Hispanic or Latino Students

Proficient and Advanced

Advanced

Number of students tested 1 1
4. Special Education Students

Proficient and Advanced

Advanced

Number of students tested 1 2 3 2
5. English Language L ear ner Students

Proficient and Advanced

Advanced

Number of students tested 1
6.

Proficient and Advanced

Advanced

Number of students tested

NOTES:

There are no subgroups that are not already indlabeve.
12wi4
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STATE CRITERION-REFERENCED TESTS

Subject: Reading Grade: Test: Wisconsin Knowledge and Concepts

3 Examination
ﬁiltlon/Publlcatlon Year: 2006-07 to 201Bhblisher: CTB McGraw-Hill

2010-2011| 2009-201C| 2008-200¢| 2007-2008 | 2006-2007
Testing Month Nov Nov Nov Nov Nov
SCHOOL SCORES
Proficient and Advanced 100 88 100 80 100
Advanced 83 a7 38 60 67
Number of students tested 18 17 13 15 12
Percent of total students tested 100 100 100 0 10 100
Number of students alternatively asse: 0 0 0 0 0
Percent of students alternatively assessed 0 0 0 0 0
SUBGROUP SCORES

1. Free/Reduced-Price M eal /Socio-economic Disadvantaged Students
Proficient and Advanced

Advanced

Number of students tested 3 9 3 8 3
2. African American Students

Proficient and Advanced

Advanced

Number of students tested

3. Hispanic or Latino Students

Proficient and Advanced

Advanced

Number of students tested 1 1
4. Special Education Students

Proficient and Advanced

Advanced

Number of students tested 1 2 3 2
5. English Language L ear ner Students

Proficient and Advanced

Advanced

Number of students tested 1
6.

Proficient and Advanced

Advanced

Number of students tested

NOTES:

There are no subgroups that are not already indlabeve.
12wl4
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STATE CRITERION-REFERENCED TESTS

Subject: Mathematics Grade: Test: Wisconsin Knowledge and Concepts

4 Examination
ﬁiltlon/Publlcatlon Year: 2006-07 to 201Bhblisher: CTB McGraw-Hill

2010-2011| 2009-201C| 2008-200¢| 2007-2008 | 2006-2007
Testing Month Nov Nov Nov Nov Nov
SCHOOL SCORES
Proficient and Advanced 94 93 100 94 93
Advanced 47 29 56 50 64
Number of students tested 17 14 16 16 14
Percent of total students tested 100 100 100 0 10 100
Number of students alternatively asse: 0 0 0 0 0
Percent of students alternatively assessed 0 0 0 0 0
SUBGROUP SCORES

1. Free/Reduced-Price M eal /Socio-economic Disadvantaged Students

Proficient and Advanced

Advanced

Number of students tested 9 7 8 6 4
2. African American Students

Proficient and Advanced

Advanced

Number of students tested 1
3. Hispanic or Latino Students

Proficient and Advanced

Advanced

Number of students tested 1

4. Special Education Students

Proficient and Advanced

Advanced

Number of students tested 1 4 3 1
5. English Language L ear ner Students

Proficient and Advanced

Advanced

Number of students tested 1

6.

Proficient and Advanced

Advanced

Number of students tested

NOTES:

There are no subgroups that are not already indlabeve.
12wl4



STATE CRITERION-REFERENCED TESTS

Subject: Reading Grade: Test: Wisconsin Knowledge and Concepts

4 Examination
ﬁiltlon/Publlcatlon Year: 2006-07 to 201Bhblisher: CTB McGraw-Hill

2010-2011| 2009-201C| 2008-200¢| 2007-2008 | 2006-2007
Testing Month Nov Nov Nov Nov Nov
SCHOOL SCORES
Proficient and Advanced 94 93 88 94 93
Advanced 47 43 50 56 50
Number of students tested 17 14 16 16 14
Percent of total students tested 100 100 100 0 10 100
Number of students alternatively asse: 0 0 0 0 0
Percent of students alternatively assessed 0 0 0 0 0
SUBGROUP SCORES

1. Free/Reduced-Price M eal /Socio-economic Disadvantaged Students

Proficient and Advanced

Advanced

Number of students tested 9 7 8 6 4
2. African American Students

Proficient and Advanced

Advanced

Number of students tested 1
3. Hispanic or Latino Students

Proficient and Advanced

Advanced

Number of students tested 1

4. Special Education Students

Proficient and Advanced

Advanced

Number of students tested 1 4 3 1
5. English Language L ear ner Students

Proficient and Advanced

Advanced

Number of students tested 1

6.

Proficient and Advanced

Advanced

Number of students tested

NOTES:

There are no subgroups that are not already indlabeve.
12wl4



STATE CRITERION-REFERENCED TESTS

Subject: Mathematics Grade: Test: Wisconsin Knowledge and Concepts

5 Examination
ﬁiltlon/Publlcatlon Year: 2006-07 to 201Bhblisher: CTB McGraw-Hill

2010-2011| 2009-201C| 2008-200¢| 2007-2008 | 2006-2007
Testing Month Nov Nov Nov Nov Nov
SCHOOL SCORES
Proficient and Advanced 92 88 94 100 91
Advanced 69 56 53 71 64
Number of students tested 13 16 17 14 11
Percent of total students tested 100 100 100 0 10 100
Number of students alternatively asse: 0 0 0 0 0
Percent of students alternatively assessed 0 0 0 0 0
SUBGROUP SCORES

1. Free/Reduced-Price M eal /Socio-economic Disadvantaged Students
Proficient and Advanced

Advanced

Number of students tested 5 6 5 4 3
2. African American Students

Proficient and Advanced

Advanced

Number of students tested 1
3. Hispanic or Latino Students

Proficient and Advanced

Advanced

Number of students tested

4. Special Education Students

Proficient and Advanced

Advanced

Number of students tested 2 4 2 1 3
5. English Language L ear ner Students

Proficient and Advanced

Advanced

Number of students tested

6.

Proficient and Advanced

Advanced

Number of students tested

NOTES:

There are no subgroups that are not already indlabeve.
12wl4



STATE CRITERION-REFERENCED TESTS

Subject: Reading Grade: Test: Wisconsin Knowledge and Concepts

5 Examination
ﬁiltlon/Publlcatlon Year: 2006-07 to 201Bhblisher: CTB McGraw-Hill

2010-2011| 2009-201C| 2008-200¢| 2007-2008 | 2006-2007
Testing Month Nov Nov Oct Nov Nov
SCHOOL SCORES
Proficient and Advanced 100 81 100 93 100
Advanced 46 50 41 57 55
Number of students tested 13 16 17 14 11
Percent of total students tested 100 100 100 0 10 100
Number of students alteatively assesst 0 0 0 0 0
Percent of students alternatively assessed 0 0 0 0 0
SUBGROUP SCORES

1. Free/Reduced-Price M eal /Socio-economic Disadvantaged Students
Proficient and Advanced

Advanced

Number of students tested 5 6 5 4 3
2. African American Students

Proficient and Advanced

Advanced

Number of students tested 1
3. Hispanic or Latino Students

Proficient and Advanced

Advanced

Number of students tested

4. Special Education Students

Proficient and Advanced

Advanced

Number of students tested 2 4 2 1 3
5. English Language L ear ner Students

Proficient and Advanced

Advanced

Number of students tested

6.

Proficient and Advanced

Advanced

Number of students tested

NOTES:

There are no subgroups that are not already indlabeve.
12wl4



STATE CRITERION-REFERENCED TESTS
Subject: Mathematics Grade: Weighted Average

2010-2011| 2009-201C| 2008-200¢| 2007-2008 | 2006-2007
Testing Month
SCHOOL SCORES
Proficient 95 89 95 95 95
Advanced 59 46 47 55 58
Number of students tested 42 45 46 47 43
Percent of total students tested 100 100 100 0 10 100
Number of studentdtarnatively assess: 0 0 0 0 0
Percent of students alternatively assessed 0 0 0 0 0
SUBGROUP SCORES
1. Free/Reduced-Price M eal §/Socio-economic Disadvantaged Students
Proficient 94 90 93 94 89
Advanced 59 40 31 49 49
Number of students tested 17 21 16 19 10
2. African American Students
Proficient
Advanced
Number of students tested 0 0 1 1 0
3. Hispanic or Latino Students
Proficient
Advanced
Number of students tested 0 2 1 0 0
4. Special Education Students
Proficient
Advanced
Number of students tested 4 6 6 7 6
5. English Language L ear ner Students
Proficient
Advanced
Number of students tested 0 1 1 0 0
6.
Proficient 0 0 0 0 0
Advanced
Number of students tested 0 0 0 0 0
NOTES:

12wi4
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STATE CRITERION-REFERENCED TESTS

Subject: Reading

Grade: Weighted Average

2010-2011| 2009-201C| 2008-200¢ | 2007-2008  2006-2007

Testing Month
SCHOOL SCORES

Proficient 97 87 95
Advanced 60 46 43
Number of students tested 48 47 46
Percent of total students tested 100 100 100
Number of students alternatively asse: 0 0 0
Percent of students alternatively assessed 0 0 0
SUBGROUP SCORES

1. Free/Reduced-Price M eal §/Socio-economic Disadvantaged Students
Proficient 94 81 94
Advanced 41 40 19
Number of students tested 17 22 16
2. African American Students

Proficient 0 0

Advanced

Number of students tested 0 0 1

3. Hispanic or Latino Students

Proficient 0

Advanced

Number of students tested 0 2 1
4. Special Education Students

Proficient

Advanced

Number of students tested 4 6 6
5. English Language L ear ner Students

Proficient 0

Advanced

Number of students tested 0 1 1
6.

Proficient 0 0 0
Advanced

Number of students tested 0 0 0
NOTES:

12wi4
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