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PART | - ELIGIBILITY CERTIFICATION 12PALL

The signatures on the first page of this applicatiertify that each of the statements below conogrn
the school’s eligibility and compliance with U.Separtment of Education, Office for Civil Rights (BT
requirements is true and correct.

1.

10.

The school has some configuration that includesoomaore of grades K-12. (Schools on the
same campus with one principal, even K-12 schoolst apply as an entire school.)

The school has made adequate yearly progress eaclioy the past two years and has not been
identified by the state as "persistently dangerovigtiin the last two years.

To meet final eligibility, the school must meet 8tate's Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP)
requirement in the 2011-2012 school year. AYP rbestertified by the state and all appeals
resolved at least two weeks before the awards @argfior the school to receive the award.

If the school includes grades 7 or higher, the sthwst have foreign language as a part of its
curriculum and a significant number of studentgrimdes 7 and higher must take foreign
language courses.

The school has been in existence for five full getrat is, from at least September 2006.

The nominated school has not received the Bluedilgrhools award in the past five years:
2007, 2008, 2009, 2010 or 2011.

The nominated school or district is not refusingRo&cess to information necessary to
investigate a civil rights complaint or to condadlistrict-wide compliance review.

OCR has not issued a violation letter of findingshte school district concluding that the
nominated school or the district as a whole haktgd one or more of the civil rights statutes. A
violation letter of findings will not be consideredtstanding if OCR has accepted a corrective
action plan from the district to remedy the viabati

The U.S. Department of Justice does not have aipgisdit alleging that the nominated school
or the school district as a whole has violated aneore of the civil rights statutes or the
Constitution’s equal protection clause.

There are no findings of violations of the Indivadsi with Disabilities Education Act in a U.S.
Department of Education monitoring report that gpplthe school or school district in question;
or if there are such findings, the state or distras corrected, or agreed to correct, the findings



PART Il - DEMOGRAPHIC DATA 12PALL

All data arethe most recent year available.

DISTRICT
1. Number of schools in the distr 4 Elementary schools (includes&-
(per district designation): 3 Middle/Junior high schools

2 High schools
0 K-12 schools
9 Total schools in district

2. District per-pupil expenditure: 1193¢

SCHOOL (To be completed by all schools)

3. Category that best describes the area where tlo®lssiocated: Suburban

4. Number of years the principal has bee her/his position at this schc 5

5. Number of students as of October 1, 2011 enroliexheh grade level or its equivalent in applying
school:

Grade |# of Males # of Females |Grade Total # of Males |# of Females |Grade Total
PreK 0 0 0 6 0 0 0

K 0 0 0 7 316 284 600

1 0 0 0 8 289 281 570

2 0 0 0 9 0 0 0

3 0 0 0 10 0 0 0

4 0 0 0 11 0 0 0

5 0 0 0 12 0 0 0

Total in Applying School: 1170



12PA14

6. Racial/ethnic composition of the schc 0 % American Indian or Alaska Native

2 % Asian

2 % Black or African American

1 % Hispanic or Latino
0 % Native Hawaiian or Other Pacific Islan

95 % White

0 % Two or more races

100 % Total

Only the seven standard categories should be nseporting the racial/ethnic composition of your
school. The final Guidance on Maintaining, Collagtiand Reporting Racial and Ethnic data to the U.S
Department of Education published in the October2087Federal Register provides definitions for

each of the seven categories.

7. Student turnover, or mobility rate, during the 22101 school year: 3%
This rate is calculated using the grid below. &hewer to (6) is the mobility rate.

(2) Number of students who transferted
the school after October 1, 2010 until | 21
the end of the school year.

(2) Number of students who transferred
from the school after October 1, 2010 15
until the end of the school year.

(3) Total of all transferred students [sum 0f36
rows (1) and (2)].

(4) Total number of students in the schooh170
as of October 1, 2010

(5) Total transferred students in row (3) 0.03
divided by total students in row (4). '

(6) Amount in row (5) multiplied by 100. 3

8. Percent of English Language Learners in the school1%
Total number of ELL students in the school: 1
Number of non-English languages represented: 1
Specify non-English languages:

Spanish



12PA14

9. Percent of students eligible for free/reduced-priceals: 13%
Total number of students who qualify: 147

If this method does not produce an accurate estinfahe percentage of students from low-income
families, or the school does not participate inftke and reduced-priced school meals program,
supply an accurate estimate and explain how theotdalculated this estimate.

10. Percent of students receiving special educationces: 16%
Total number of students served: 183

Indicate below the number of students with distibdiaccording to conditions designated in the
Individuals with Disabilities Education Act. Do natld additional categories.

17 Autism 0 Orthopedic Impairment

0 Deafness 24 Other Health Impaired

0 Deaf-Blindness 115 Specific Learning Disability

7 Emotional Disturbance 20 Speech or Language Impairment

0 Hearing Impairment —OTraumatic Brain Injury

0 Mental Retardation 0 Visual Impairment Including Blindness
0 Multiple Disabilities 0 Developmentally Delayed

11.Indicate number of full-time and part-time staffmigers in each of the categories below:

Number of Staff
Full-Time Part-Time

Administrator(s) 2 0
Classroom teachers 50 0
Resource teachers/specialists
(e.g., reading specialist, media specialist, arsimPE teachers, et 50 1
Paraprofessionals 6 0
Support staff
(e.g., school secretaries, custodians, cafeteti@saetc.) 24 0
Total number 132 1

12. Average school student-classroom teacher ratibjghthe number of students in the school

divided by the Full Time Equivalent of classrooradkers, e.g., 22:1: 23:1




12PA14

13. Show daily student attendan@eas. Only high schools need to supply yearly gatido rates

20102011/2009201C2008200¢ 20072008 20062007
Daily student attendance 96% 96% 96%» 95% 96%
High school graduation re % % % % %

14.For schoolsending in grade 12 (high schoals):
Show what the students who graduated in Spring 284 Hoing as of Fall 2011.

Graduating class size:

Enrolled in a 4-year college or university
Enrolled in a community college
Enrolled in vocational training
Found employment
Military service
Other %
Total 0%
15. Indicate whether your school has previously reatadlational Blue Ribbon Schools award:

E;jNo

> Yes
If yes, what was the year of the award?



PART |1l - SUMMARY 12PALL

During the 2011-2012 school year, Seneca ValleydMi&chool celebrates sixteen years of middle
school excellence. The evolution of this formerngumigh into a middle school began in the mid-1890
The freshman class was transferred to anotheribgild August 1994 and for the next two years,
administrators and faculty planned and implemetttecchange to a middle school philosophy for the
entire population of seventh and eighth gradethernSeneca Valley School District. This transforiorat
occurred after a process of visiting and obserexgmplary middle schools, discussions, focused in-
service training, and honest input from all staéfimbers. A steering committee of administrators and
staff members met monthly to focus upon the phpbgoof middle schools and to organize a unique
framework for the birth of Seneca Valley Middle 8oh A pilot team of random seventh graders and
seven teachers executed the middle school corertemtal during the 1995-1996 school year. After
evaluating the successes of the pilot team, SVM&heg its doors in August 1996, with nine academic
core teams in place. Each academic team includetiées of science, math, English, and social sfudie
for full year courses as well as reading and heaehibhers for semester courses. A special education
teacher and a guidance counselor were also membeash team. By utilizing teachers certified in
specific subjects on the secondary level, SVMS taaird its priority of academic excellence. Incldde
in our new middle school were encore teams, aroexary program, and an original advisory program.
Although many courses, clubs, and extra-curricataivities remained the same, the addition of more
opportunities for students further enhanced theadhlaidchool concept at SVMS. Since then, Seneca
Valley Middle School has been acknowledged as & Z8gh Eichhorn Award recipient by the National
Middle School Association in the state of Pennaylaand was recognized nationally as a 2011 School
to Watch. We are extremely proud that we have swetdea model of excellence, improvement, and
eagerly welcome the next step of affirmation of twlva practice and provide students every day.
Therefore, we believe we are worthy of Blue Riblstatus.

The past 16 years at Seneca Valley Middle Schogd baen full of growth and accomplishments. The
faculty and the student population have grown ttuihe a tenth core team and a major building aaluliti
onto the original building. This addition gave he bpportunity to pod our teams to further enhdhee
sense of team community. With a student populaifdh200 young adolescents, over 100 staff members
provide a variety of options to assist all learraard their diverse needs. Some initiatives inchixe
after-school tutoring program, weekly DEAR (Dropdgything and Read) program, FOCUS on Study
class, interdisciplinary units, exploratory optionsluding cyber acceleration and remediation, the
Olweus Anti-Bullying program with supporting Contieas activities, Principal’'s Advisory Council and
Rtll (Response to Intervention and Instruction)gaess. Parents and community members are also
valuable resources to the building. This schoaléptconnection is established through variousetatl
such as regular meetings with the Seneca Valleyihed Parents group, presentations to staff and
students by community speakers, and our SchoollRes®fficer who is stationed on campus. The
building leadership has placed a strong emphasisamology, which has opened new opportunities for
all students. Beyond placing Smart Boards and céenpin every room, great care has been taken to
align our curriculum to ensure the developmentisitZentury skills. A prime example is the inceptad
our Seneca Valley Cyber and Arts program. The piogorovides even more opportunity to expand our
course offerings. The flexibility we can now pro@idnly enhances our strong program.

As Seneca Valley Middle School evolves, the progaamremains constant: to provide students with a
balanced and comprehensive education in a safeoanvént. Proof of this is in our attainment of
Adequate Yearly Progress for over ten years sttaidie mission statement states: “Through a legrnin
partnership with family and community, Seneca \faN&ddle School will provide young adolescents
with a positive, integrated, educational experieincg nurturing environment, developing responsible
life-long learners,” supporting our motto “Whereahes make a Difference!” Educational excellence and
high achievement are constant focal points forS¥#1S students and staff. We wholeheartedly believe
in our mission.
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PART IV - INDICATORS OF ACADEMIC SUCCESS 12PALL

1. Assessment Results:
A.
General Pennsylvania System of School Assessniemniriation:

The Pennsylvania state assessment performancéstgogeficient and advanced) for the last five gear
are as follows:

2006-2007 Mathematics 45% Reading 54%
2007-2008 Mathematics 56% Reading 63%
2008-2009 Mathematics 56% Reading 63%
2009-2010 Mathematics 56% Reading 63%
2010-2011 Mathematics 67% Reading 72%

» 7th grade students are assessed each spring ih:avdtReading
» 8th grade students are assessed each spring ih; Risading, Writing and Science
- Performance levels for 7th and 8th grades inclddwanced, Proficient, Basic and Below Basic

- A student receiving a score that is Advanced ofiétemt constitutes an acceptable level of
performance

As documented in part VI, Seneca Valley Middle Sth@as not only met the above targets over the past
five years, but has attained increased scorex&meeling state averages in both math and readihdeW
some gains may be regarded as small and some logs&®, one very strong conclusion is that SVMS
has increased PSSA test scores consistently st 2007. Over the past five years, a few trends ha
developed in our test score data. For example, sates have increased around 8.75% and reading has
increased approximately 7%. These trends become ewident by examining sub groups. Significant
gains have been made by the free and reduced sndant population including approximately 12.44%
gains in math. Additionally, in reading, approxielgt75% of the students in this category contirie t
receive proficient and advanced scores. Our magAPgores reflect an increase of 8.75% proficiewt a
advanced over the past 5 years. Even more impeessttie percentage of students who moved from the
proficient level to the advanced level. These ghinge reached more than 14.08%. Reading scores have
improved nearly 7% from a baseline of 88%. Mosendky, approximately 95% of SVMS students

scored proficient or advanced on the PSSA in 28t0,roughly 69% of those students scored in the
advanced category. Furthermore, the data indieateserage of 75% of free and reduced lunch stadent
perform at proficient or advanced over a 5 yeanspa

B.

Assessing and monitoring the success of instruatistnategies and methods used to engage our ssuden
require a variety of procedures. Along with the ensaditional tools of test and quizzes, we make
frequent use of projects addressing real-world eors:

SVMS is very cognizant of monitoring levels of sttl success with many different programs. We use
results from the PSSA, NWEA, and individual snapsha data/RTIlI (Response to Intervention and
Instruction) monitoring form completed on everydstat at the beginning of the year, to chart pragres
and reflect upon all programs in weekly team mestiBy reviewing student data, staff members can
decide how to implement new strategies and evaksting programs.



Over the last five years, SVMS has undertaken nigitigtives to increase PSSA scores. Professional
development days and curriculum meetings have bsed to look at curriculum and student data to
determine areas needing improvement. For examésy gears ago the district decided to look at the
math curriculum compared with test scores to deteravenues for improvement. After this analysis, a
plan of implementation evolved. All eighth gradesv take either Geometry or Algebra, and struggling
math students take Algebra TE (technology enhandéw) Algebra TE class provides alternative
approaches and has an extra period three timeglaca#ied AIM (Additional Instruction in Math).
During AIM, teachers work one-on-one with studdatgeting their weaknesses in math.

In our quest to continue increasing test scorawjradtration instituted a RTIl committee to scrugi

data to identify students who may be at risk. Tbramittee created a form that each team of teachers
completes about every child on their team of sttglahthe beginning of the school year. This foookk

at scores on the PSSA and NWEA, students’ grades tine previous year, and student absences. This
process provides teachers with the informatiomémiify and offer assistance to those studentsarbat
risk.

Looking at progress through a lens that deals 8peaity with reading language arts offers some very
valuable insight. First, test scores have increg&eaver the past five years from a baseline of 88%
advanced and proficient. Also, students scoringaiaded have also increased approximately 7%. These
gains can be attributed to several approachesrigksh and Reading departments have taken to ensure
growth. In addition to some common practices sucheading and writing across the curriculum and
DEAR (Drop Everything and Read), the department® lteveloped several other approaches to
ensuring student gain. First, ACE reader respoaisean approach to assist students as they anahgate

is being read and provide valid evidence for drawdanclusions. Another successful approach thédit bot
departments undertook was the rearrangement afdhgiculum. This approach focused on placing
similar concepts in “chunks” and delivering matemea deeper manner within the chunks. The théory
that students remember what fits together. Commeassments are another approach the departments
have taken to ensure student gain. One very efiecbmmon assessment is our research project. This
project is an interdisciplinary approach to reskavbere students are exposed to the exact sanaschse
materials, which allows for great continuity betwagades as well as between subject areas.

2. Using Assessment Results:

SVMS uses assessment data to improve student hadlgerformance. We use results from the PSSA,
NWEA, and individual snapshots to chart progreskrafiect upon programs. By reviewing student data
through the use of a data warehousing system cR#efbrmance Tracker, the staff can decide how to
implement new strategies and evaluate existingrars.

In our ongoing efforts to help students become ewdachlly successful, students in the FOCUS (support
study hall for regular education students) and ARdditional Instruction in Math) classrooms receive
academic support beyond the regular classrooméengthen their study and math skills as well ats tes
taking strategies and homework reinforcement. bliteh, our middle school offers a free after-sdhoo
tutoring service, monitored by middle school teastaand staffed by honor students from the interatedi
and senior high schools in our district. Homeroameton Mondays, Wednesdays, and Thursdays is set
aside for informal support and tutoring for thosedents who need additional help in understandinth a
reinforcing classroom material as deemed necessaityeir classroom performance and assessment
scores. Through the use of homeroom tutoring toues team clustering, AIM, and Focus on Study,
students are provided the time they may need tdareie the skills with which they are struggling.

Similarly, IEP students receive support throughléfaening strategies classes (seventh grade) and th
support study halls (eighth grade). According ttadgeccumulated through assessments, learning suppor
students are considered for placement in additim@aling instruction, which is implemented by spkci
education teachers for improved comprehensionnéiyeand word recognition.



Additionally, guidance counselors meet daily witltle team of teachers to assess students’ needs and
coordinate school—-family conferences. During treesy meetings and parent-teacher conferences, Ritll
(Response to Intervention and Instruction) is zgii. Rtll is designed to bring together informatarout
the child’s strengths and needs as identified tjindheir standardized and classroom assessmemtsscor
A plan is developed implementing evidence-basetuagonal approaches that support the child’s
success. The key components are a tiered approactipports and services, early intervention paor t
formal identification, screening, assessments, i@gggmonitoring, the use of standard protocol
interventions, collaborative problem-solving, atanming for the child with the parents.

A goal of our building is to provide faculty withe opportunity to apply assessment data while ngakin
decisions related to instruction. Faculty membeegined in the use of Performance Tracker, tesys
that allows data to be disaggregated and usedide gustruction. Staff members begin compiling stotd
data before students arrive in the fall. Once thta dnapshots are completed by each student’s team,
those students who meet established criteria argreesl an advocate who identifies the child’s tibgi
within a nurturing system and in collaboration witie teaching team and parents/guardians who help
support that child’s needs. Through documentatidhechild’s successes, the advocate guides
instructional approaches that support continuedesg: Furthermore, the assessment data found in
Performance Tracker helps our teachers determimehvistructional techniques and strategies most
effectively promote students to mastery level. Asaentinue to self-evaluate and reflect, each team
discusses “Best Practices” in our daily team mestiwhere, again, we strive to improve our effawts
deliver meaningful, accurate, and developmentadfyrapriate content to our students. Regular evigluat
of PSSA and NWEA data is also part of the “Bestiea” process.

As well as sharing the assessment data throughwwirganization, SVMS and Seneca Valley School
District impart knowledge of student achievementhi® many stakeholders throughout the community.
The widely distributed magazine, In Seneca Valpggyides a platform for communicating district data
to business and residential members of the comsnhuiib are not directly connected at present wigh th
school. A well maintained website and a sophistiddflert Now” system further ensure that
information is made available. Lastly, in an attétopgprovide venues in which this data can be dised,
administrators at all levels hold meetings withdlwved community members.

Assessing and monitoring the success of the insinal strategies and methods used to engage our
students require a variety of procedures. Alondgp it more traditional tools of tests and quizres,
make frequent use of projects addressing real-wamtterns, many of which are displayed throughout
the building during the school year; also usedp@réormance-based assessments. Benchmark
assessments such as the NWEA provide crucial datadividual snapshots that drive modifications to
instruction and curriculum pacing. Students aresistantly encouraged and expected to self-evaluate,
reflect, and set goals for improvement across ibeilines at SVMS.

3. Sharing Lessons L earned:

Seneca Valley Middle School creates an environmwéiere both teachers and students are provided with
support that fosters a community of teaching aadhi@g in which successful strategies are learned,
shared and implemented across the curriculum. Adinattors, teachers and staff are continuously
offered diverse opportunities to enhance work-eelakills at different levels. Teachers and
administration not only work diligently to maintagnhigh quality of excellence within our middle ech
building, we also look for means to share our pesttice with other schools throughout the distat
state, as well as other professional associations.

SVMS creates a personalized environment that stpfioe intellectual, ethical, and social developmen
of those involved in the educational process. @hpsl's motto is “Seneca Valley Middle
School...Where Teams Make a Difference.” The trutthef motto is revealed every day during the team
planning period when teachers address the acageautces and procedures in their curriculum and
classroom. We have welcomed visitors from othdridis into our middle school in an attempt to
exchange successful strategies based upon theensiddbol philosophy. In addition, we encourage our
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own community and school board members to visitsahiools regularly and be a part of the educational
process.

The district administration and teachers meet @rtjuto conduct horizontal and vertical curriculum
alignment. We hold strong to the belief that inesrtbr our students to be successful in the classro
teachers and administrators alike must be cognifahie curriculum to ensure that all standards are
being covered at appropriate times and the commomalignment is taking place.

SVMS, volunteered to host the Western Region PM®8Af&rence in 2010. As a member school of
PMSA and AMLE, the teachers were eager to shaiedbetent knowledge in the areas of curriculum,
instruction and assessment. Session topics inclimese directly related to peer observations, lesso
study, performance assessments, interdisciplinatgmnal, common assessments, common rubrics, peer
editing, high expectations, pre-testing or re-tegtand much more. The event brought districtsttege
from Western Pennsylvania to share successfukgies for middle level education. The entire staff
participates annually in this conference when ktasted by other districts.

SVMS is constantly seeking innovative and affordal&ys to share successful strategies with other
schools in the district, state and/or professi@sabciations. We are committed to finding andaintig
the resources available at these levels to fugteance our educational practices.

4. Engaging Familiesand Communities:

In support of the District and building missiontetaents, Seneca Valley Middle School works in
partnership with parents and the community to eraspeiand support student success. SVMS staff
members develop alliances with families to enhamzksupport the well-being of the children. Parents
are involved in all aspects of our school and apeenthan just volunteers or fund-raisers. The faren
who participate through SVIP (Seneca Valley InvdiNgarents) help us create a culture of pride by
displaying student work in hallways, and serve @ssgy speakers for a team Career Day. SVIP members,
along with community members, share their expettigie students by informing them of their daily

work routine and the preparation and educationireduo obtain their particular position in the jfuvce.
Administrators, teachers and guidance counseloke mare parents are informed, included, and ineblve
as partners in their child’s education. SVMS offgasent education activities such as parent ottienta
night for incoming students, Open House and thdefithDepartment parent orientation. Teams
communicate with parents when there are conceutsl®o send positive notes home to honor Students
of the Week and other student successes. Parenkeep track of their child’s homework through team
websites and monitor their child’s grade throughweb-based electronic grading system, Classrofi.co
Students use a planner, provided by SVMS, whie@nather means of teacher-family communication to
allow parents to share in the academic progretiseafchild. Progress reports are made availabtauth

a parent portal at the midterm of every 9-week im@g@eriod, and report cards with teacher comments
are sent home at the end of each quarter. Whenedkratessary by the teacher or parent, parent-team
meetings are scheduled to address concerns.divimon practice to schedule these meetings durig th
day when all involved teachers, counselors, supgiaft, and the student can attend.

Our mission to encourage parents and community reesiib take part in the education of our students i
also evident through our Diversity Committee. Tdrisup communicates awareness of the multicultural
range of our student body through public discus&oums, and speakers who are willing to share thei
ethnic heritage to educate our students. The fagadiministration, and guidance counselors at SVMS
encourage parent and community involvement in aiaéelp us achieve student success.
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PART V - CURRICULUM AND INSTRUCTION 12PALL

1. Curriculum:

Seneca Valley Middle School’s core curriculum addes learning standards as teachers regularlysasses
evaluate, and meaningfully revise our daily efféotshare content-area curriculum with our students
The SVMS curriculum is developmentally appropriatel rigorous in providing students with skills
necessary to be successful in the 21st centuryeXanple, in our English and reading classes, the
school’s core curriculum addresses the learningdstals through the analysis of text, reading sirase
research and writing. Students explore variousgypgeexts including novels, short stories, poadirgma
and non-fiction works while developing their alyiltb write and speak effectively. The math curncnl
reflects the increasingly rigorous competenciesshalents are expected to acquire and apply ctacep
learned at their grade levels. Students take PgebXh in seventh grade and Algebra | in eightheyrad
but for students who excel in mathematics, HondgelBra | and Honors Geometry are offered in
respective grades. The school’s learning standaedaddressed in the Science Department by uglizin
various modules such as STC: Organisms-From Macktidro, Foss: Populations and Ecosystems, and
SEPUP: Issues and Physical Science. Each of thedeles utilizes inquiry investigations and real \aor
experiences while engaging students in hands-onitepactivities to develop deep understanding of
concepts as well as essential problem solvingsskill seventh grade social studies classes, stdrmty
civilizations that have contributed to our modermorhd. The Civics and Economics core curriculum,
taught during eighth grade, provides students dppities to investigate the structure of the United
States' political system and principles of conterapoeconomics. Within our school’s visual and
performing arts classes in seventh and eighth gthdater, acting, use of props and lighting dfiecas.

Art Concepts challenges students in principlesagdtivity, while the curricular objective of charis to
encourage independent part singing and music readiitities along with ensemble performances. We
utilize the curriculum in physical education class® implement instruction by developing concreialg
for students to achieve. Activities are broken damtn various concepts, which can be transferred
between units. Within the curriculum we utilize helomains; psychomotor (physical performance),
cognitive (rules, regulations, body mechanics aatig strategies), and affective (social interactions
teamwork, sportsmanship). SVMS health classes dorapt the work achieved in PE through the study
of human health as it pertains to the maturing@aloping young adolescent. Technology educasion i
engrained in all curriculums to promote higher lgtaaking and problem solving skills while student
experience technological methods through handtivitees. The world language curriculum engages
students in conversation both within and beyondstimol setting. Students are given the resourugs a
strategies to connect language learning with afismiplines and make comparisons of the language
studied and their own. The unique curriculum of Baend Consumer Sciences teaches students life-
long skills such as kitchen and food safety, chdde, sewing, self-esteem building and personahfa.

The curriculum at SVMS is both socially significamtd relevant to the personal and career inteoésts
young adolescents. Teachers design interdiscipglimaits in order to reinforce concepts and reall@or
problems. Students explore topics and interestsdar to develop their identity, learn about their
strengths, discover their own competencies, andfplatheir futures. Examples of such opportunities
include: expert speakers, team designed interdiisaiy units, on-site grade level exploratory figlghs,
and school wide research units. In addition, oudauce counselors work with students each yealato p
a course of study that meets their needs and stteneith options to accelerate and explore interes
SVMS provides young adolescents with a positiviegrated educational experience while developing
responsible, lifelong learners.

2. Reading/English:

The English language arts curriculum at SVMS israsged within two classes. As a year-long course,
English classes explore literature while refinihgdents’ ability to write and speak effectively.a@rmar,
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vocabulary, and usage skills are taught throughatfadysis of literature and the expansion of thiéing
process. Critical reading, viewing, and thinkinglskare also emphasized. Our semester long reading
course is designed to help the reader think clyicand encourage a questioning attitude. Theingad
process allows students to recognize and use psitdéorganizing material as a means of learnirthy an
remembering information. Teachers use varied inStrmal methods and assessments to address skills
taught within these classes. For example, durisgdes, students may be grouped homogeneously and
given different types of material to read, suclnf@mational articles that are related, but oriagr
reading levels based on ability levels. Assessnmamt®ften selected by students and may be chosen
amongst differentiated products to demonstratddenfdearning.

To improve the reading skills of those who readbejrade level, students choose novels to read
independently so levels are differentiated basemht@nests and individual reading skills. Studeras
choose a novel so they are not at frustration leddle reading for pleasure and content. To stiesgt
reading skills, teachers may give before, durimgl, after strategies that will increase comprehensio
when reading independently. Struggling studentsearght vocabulary strategies for breaking down
words to assist in finding meaning (e.g. wordsgatfixes, and roots). In addition, students may b
provided with word banks or reduced choices orstassignments or chunking of long-term assignments
to break down larger pieces of information for uistiEnding. Teachers may work one-on-one, or inlsmal
groups, with students having difficulty readingdgdevel material or comprehending grade level
content.

Students reading above grade level choose nowalsitl appropriate for their ability. With uppevdée
texts, students are not only exposed to highelt Emcepts, but also vocabulary in a higher range,
therefore increasing word recognition and usagthobigh all students are expected to use critical
thinking skills and higher level reasoning, fordstats reading above grade level teachers offeedari
reading response tasks to take them above and theBtudents reading at higher levels may also be
asked to analyze a text further than a studeningad or below grade level.

3. Mathematics:

SVMS integrates all of the academic standardseaséiventh and eighth grade levels. Created by the
National Council of Teachers of Mathematics andRbansylvania Department of Education, these
standards specify what students need to know awdfney will apply such knowledge. Competencies are
mastered through a variety of teaching and learmathods. Through differentiating instruction, sots
have the opportunity to see material in a non-tiaul learning environment, which better fits ividual
learner needs. This may include student-centeeathieg strategies such as cooperative learningjring
based learning, learning centers, and activitideating real-life situations. Lessons utilize SMAR
boards, document cameras, laptops, remote respgsins, and graphing calculators. SVMS students
are not just learning mathematics; they are agtaréicipants in their education.

The majority of the students in the SVMS take Plgefra course in seventh grade and Algebra | course
in eighth grade. However, many students will takekernate path to success, depending on theityabi
level. Through constant progress monitoring usesyits obtained from tests such as PSSA or NWEA,
the academic needs of each student are evaluadeatanessed. This ensures that each student ikeeinro
in a class suited to fit their needs.

For students who are found to excel in mathematiosors Algebra | is offered in seventh grade and
Honors Geometry is offered in eighth grade. Stuslenthese courses have been identified as having
outstanding intellectual ability, and their devetwgmnt requires special services or activities ndinarily
provided in the regular math class. Their partitgrain Honors classes will continue through thegh
school years.

There are also programs in place for students wdyplme performing below grade level. In seventh and
eighth grades, students may opt to take the PrebMgTE (Technology-enhanced) or Algebra | TE
course. Students enrolled in these courses areatstied in AIM (Additional Instruction in
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Mathematics), and meet an additional three pepedsveek. These courses integrate computer programs
to enhance the learning experience for the stusteiggling in math.

4. Additional Curriculum Area:

Seneca Valley Middle School science is dynamiciatetactive. Students work independently and
cooperatively to study science concepts insidecanside of the classroom. Seventh and eighth grade
science classes use a hands-on inquiry-centeradwdum. Our curriculum emphasizes having students
learn science through hypothesizing, observingegxpenting, keeping journals, problem solving and
working in teams. Students investigate the scidéatend current societal and environmental issuds an
learn to make decisions supported by the bestablaikevidence. Based on State and National Science
Education Standards, lessons are created to actaghge all students.

Our mission, to develop responsible, life-long tess through a partnership with the community, is
cultivated through the many opportunities sciertadents have at SVMS. Science teachers bring the
outside world into their classrooms by utilizingb police to demonstrate the use of radar guns and
having university art professors relate chemigtrgreating art. Furthermore, students work to lkaap
school environmentally green by running a papeyaiatg program in partnership with Tri-County
Recycling and students are encouraged to becorve atiour Environmental Club. Outside of the
classroom, students take trips to explore Luthé&liamvironmental Science Center and tour the local
sewage treatment plant. Local companies also stippdrbecome involved in our annual Stream Day
Activities where the students spend the day outlaamning tests on the stream that flows through ou
campus. They conduct culminating outdoor activiabswing them to apply the concepts previously
learned in the classroom. Additionally, teacherk Students to competitions at the local and nation
level. SVMS had the national winner last year ia tBo You Want to be a Chemist?” competition.
Moreover, our teachers provide a connective bridgéoth girls and boys to the local universities f
workshops and classes to enhance their learningriexge.

5. Instructional Methods;

SVMS is a middle school that prides itself on acaide=xcellence for all students. Our focus on
providing differentiated instruction, support, asgportunities for all levels of students can bensee
numerous aspects of our school. Within every clesshers incorporate methods that make instruction
more accessible to the variety of learners we s&8ydasing lesson plans on a standards-aligned
curriculum and applying instructional strategiesdhers expect high achievement from all students.
Technological tools are integrated throughout astructional program to provide students access and
interaction with course material. Across subjeetar students interact with each other and thesubj
matter via interactive technology such as Schoa¥/iMoodle, Blogger, Glogster, Cognitive Tutor,
SMART boards, and teacher created web-based @&sivBENTEO systems facilitate classroom reviews
and allow teachers to quickly assess the needif@recement or re-teaching. iPods are available to
supplement reading assignments with audio bookkiRads provide opportunities for teachers to selec
appropriate applications for students with spenéds.

Our teaming structure provides ample opportunttiesupplement regular instruction to support
struggling learners and ensure their progressnipamenting the Rtll process, teachers are able to
pinpoint individual students’ needs and strenglach interdisciplinary team provides FOCUS, an
interactive study hall to teach academic skills pralide assistance; AIM, an additional instrucgibn
period in mathematics in which the teacher’s indtam is also supported by the use of Cognitiveof,ut
an online math skill-building program; and LearnBigategies, a class that individualizes to meet th
needs of learning support students. Based on teésref their students, teams can also arrange #8ppo
including organizational groups, homework clubsj arentoring.

The needs of advanced students are met in a vafigtgys, notably through advanced-level classés an
opportunities for enrichment. Gifted Support teastemnsult with interdisciplinary teams to identify
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enrichment activities for high ability studentst éxample, upon identifying a need for more complex
work in science, the science curriculum is periatlyccompacted to allow advanced students to pursue
related topics in more depth. High-ability studeais design an individual, year-long project based
interests and academic strengths. Additional inldialized opportunities include MathCounts, You Be
the Chemist, English Festival at Dugquesne UniwerSihakespeare Monologue Competition,
Touchstones discussion program, Academic GamesGatedGoing Places. At SVMS, academic
excellence is supported by strong curriculum, ettoapl teaching methods, and the numerous
opportunities for enrichment and remediation.

6. Professional Development:

SVMS'’s professional development program is aligwétli academic standards and tailored to support
student learning. On professional development dagshers work within their departments to develop
curricular goals, which are designed to improve Istandards are addressed within instruction,
curriculum, and assessment. For example, most the@ats have now developed common assessments to
evaluate student achievement uniformly acrossaams within our middle school.

Many aspects of our professional development progne designed to improve student learning. Beyond
administrative observations and daily walkthrougeachers conduct peer observations both inside and
outside their departments. Both the teacher andrebsthen meet to reflect on pedagogy through a
systematic critique. Observers can apply what teagned to improve their own lessons and teaching
methods. After hearing Dr. Willam Daggett spead dtstrict professional development day, our school
developed a “lesson study” evaluation tool to inwerthe rigor and relevance of our lessons. Thikisoo
utilized with every teacher during post-observatiogetings. Furthermore, once a month, team teachers
read, discuss, and write a reflection about a “pessttice” described in a recent education article.
Teachers also have the opportunity to earn Actrd8icby attending technology classes after sctiwal
focus on using SMART Technology, Schoolwires, orddie.

Other areas of our professional development progtéow teachers to collaborate with and learn from
others both inside and outside of our school distfieachers have participated in PAMLE and AMLE
programs at the regional, state, and national lasédarners, facilitators, and board members.sChwol
collaborates with local universities such as Sliggeock, Duquesne, Robert Morris, Carlow, LaRoche,
and Geneva, who provide training for cooperatimghers who are mentoring student teachers.
Furthermore, our district has a three-year newhiainduction program in which veteran teachers and
district administration provide professional deyetent in areas such as technology, differentiated
instruction and cooperative learning.

Students are more likely to achieve at higher ifgahey can learn in a safe and secure envirohraanl
multiple aspects of our professional developmeag@m serve this goal. Our Olweus Committee meets
regularly to evaluate data from our anti-bullyinggram. Administrators use monthly faculty meetitays
communicate building goals and safety procedurethd next month, our district will provide a Cyber
Safety program for students during the school dag,another program for parents in the evening.

7. School Leadership:

The leadership philosophy for Seneca Valley Midaithool is reflective of the motto “Where teams
make a difference”. The administrative team is cosagl of the building principal, assistant prindipad
dean of students. Through collaborative efforts,rthddle school continues to model team work, goal
setting and continuous reflective improvement hulon a strong foundation of curriculum, instrugtio
and assessment.

Seneca Valley Middle School operates on a teamimgiple. Each group of stakeholders provides
elements to strengthen and maintain the commuhigaoners. Working in collaboration, all of these
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groups of individuals constitute the overall stuetof the middle school philosophy. The Instruatio
Cabinet, comprised of leaders of each departmesdies goals each year for their respective groups.
meetings surrounding the development of these doeals on three specific areas of improvement:
curriculum, instruction and assessment. A mid-year final goal review is conducted each school year
reflecting on progress and future direction. Thiscgss is conducted both administratively and edtbh
department.

The continued success enjoyed by Seneca Valleyl®iBichool is the result of continuous reflective
improvement practices. As the teaming processrggese throughout the school, multiple groups meet
periodically to assess and provide insight to tiesl. Team leader meetings are held periodically
throughout the year, the Principal Advisory CouieihC), made of up of a cross section of studemts a
the SVIP (Seneca Valley Involved Parent) group meet monthly basis. Each of these groups provides
the building administration the opportunity to exate and address the overall culture and need®of t
building. Visibility and accessibility are crucielements in the overall culture of the building.
Administration needs to be connected throughoueaélls and seen as part of the team. The principal
models this philosophy by developing a team conirette office and then participating in all levels
teaming that occur throughout the school community.
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PART VII - ASSESSMENT RESULTS

STATE CRITERION-REFERENCED TESTS
Subject: Mathematics Grade: "Test: Pennsylvania Systems of School Assess
Edition/Publication Year: 2008011 Publisher: Data Recognition Corperation

2010-2011| 2009-201C| 2008-200¢ | 2007-2008  2006-2007
Testing Month Apr Apr Apr Apr Apr

SCHOOL SCORES

Proficient/Advanced 95 90 92 89 88
Advanced 77 70 70 64 58
Number of students tested 542 571 543 570 552
Percent of total students tested 929 99 99 99 9 9
Number of students alternatively asse: 5 5 10 3
Percent of students alternatively assessed 1 1 2 1
SUBGROUP SCORES
1. Free/Reduced-Price M eal §/Socio-economic Disadvantaged Students
Proficient/Advanced 89 78 80 69 77
Advanced 63 a7 55 41 35
Number of students tested 75 68 74 86 74
2. African American Students
Proficient/Advanced 93
Advanced 64
Number of students tested 4 14 9 6 4
3. Hispanic or Latino Students
Proficient/Advanced
Advanced
Number of students tested 2 7 8 8
4. Special Education Students
Proficient/Advanced 88 77 74 68 67
Advanced 71 46 45 38 34
Number of students tested 101 117 114 118 104
5. English Language L ear ner Students
Proficient/Advanced
Advanced
Number of students tested
6. Asian or Pacific |slander
Proficient/Advanced 100 100 100 100
Advanced 87 83 73 85
Number of students tested 15 12 11 13 7
NOTES:

12PA14
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STATE CRITERION-REFERENCED TESTS

Subject: Reading Grade: "Test: Pennsylvania System of School Assess
Edition/Publication Year: 2008011 Publisher: Data Recognition Corporation

2010-2011| 2009-201C| 2008-200¢ | 2007-2008  2006-2007

Testing Month Apr Apr Apr Apr Apr
SCHOOL SCORES

Proficient/Advanced 94 87 87 89 86
Advanced 62 53 59 56 59
Number of students tested 531 571 543 570 552
Percent of total students tested 99 99 99 99 9 9
Number of students alternativedgsesse 5 5 10 3 3
Percent of students alternatively assessed 1 1 2 1
SUBGROUP SCORES

1. Free/Reduced-Price M eal §/Socio-economic Disadvantaged Students

Proficient/Advanced 94 69 69 70 64
Advanced 40 29 41 30 30
Number of students tested 70 68 74 86 74
2. African American Students

Proficient/Advanced 93

Advanced 36

Number of students tested 4 14 9 6 4

3. Hispanic or Latino Students
Proficient/Advanced

Advanced

Number of students tested 2 7 8 8

4. Special Education Students

Proficient/Advanced 90 63 61 68 61
Advanced 52 32 33 32 25
Number of students tested 90 117 114 118 104

5. English Language L ear ner Students
Proficient/Advanced

Advanced

Number of students tested

6. Asian or Pacific Islander

Proficient/Advanced 93 100 82 85
Advanced 73 67 45 54
Number of students tested 15 12 11 13 7
NOTES:
12PA14
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STATE CRITERION-REFERENCED TESTS

Subject: Mathematics

Grade: {Test: Pennsylvania Systems of School Assess

Edition/Publication Year: 2008011 Publisher: Data Recogniation Corporation

2010-2011| 2009-201C| 2008-200¢ | 2007-2008  2006-2007

Testing Month Apr Apr Apr Apr Apr
SCHOOL SCORES

Proficient/Advanced 91 88 86 83 81
Advanced 57 62 62 53 47
Number of students tested 550 531 551 569 563
Percent of total students tested 99 99 99 99 9 9
Number of stidents alternatively asses: 8 10 4 7 4
Percent of students alternatively assessed 1 2 1 1 1

SUBGROUP SCORES

1. Free/Reduced-Price M eal §/Socio-economic Disadvantaged Students

Proficient/Advanced
Advanced

Number of students tested

2. African American Students
Proficient/Advanced
Advanced

Number of students tested

3. Hispanic or Latino Students
Proficient/Advanced
Advanced

Number of students tested

4. Special Education Students
Proficient/Advanced
Advanced

Number of students tested

5. English Language L ear ner Students

Proficient/Advanced
Advanced

Number of students tested
6. Asian or Pacific Islander
Proficient/Advanced
Advanced

Number of students tested
NOTES:

81 74 71 64 62
34 43 34 29 31
53 65 76 80 61
87
33
15 7 6 6 8
1 7 8 9 3
86 67 68 59 55
51 34 37 22 18
86 104 112 102 7
91 90 90
73 70 50
11 10 9 7 10
12PA14
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STATE CRITERION-REFERENCED TESTS

Subject: Reading Grade: {Test: Pennsylvania Systems of School Assess
Edition/Publication Year: 20062011 Publisher: Data Recognition Corperation

2010-2011| 2009-201C| 2008-200¢ | 2007-2008  2006-2007

Testing Month Apr Apr Apr Apr Apr
SCHOOL SCORES

Proficient/Advanced 96 93 95 93 90
Advanced 76 72 77 74 64
Number of students tested 544 530 549 570 563
Percent of total students tested 99 99 99 99 9 9
Number of students alternatively asse: 8 10 4 7 4
Percent of students alternatively assessed 1 2 1 1 1
SUBGROUP SCORES

1. Free/Reduced-Price M eal §/Socio-economic Disadvantaged Students

Proficient/Advanced 89 83 81 84 77
Advanced 62 49 52 51 36
Number of students tested 55 65 75 80 61
2. African American Students

Proficient/Advanced 93

Advanced 60

Number of students tested 15 7 5 6 8

3. Hispanic or Latino Students
Proficient/Advanced

Advanced

Number of students tested 2 7 8 9 3
4. Special Education Students

Proficient/Advanced 95 75 78 77 67
Advanced 72 42 53 40 26
Number of students tested 78 103 112 102 7

5. English Language L ear ner Students
Proficient/Advanced

Advanced

Number of students tested

6. Asian or Pacific Islander

Proficient/Advanced 100 80 100
Advanced 82 70 60
Number of students tested 11 10 9 7 10
NOTES:

12PA14
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STATE CRITERION-REFERENCED TESTS
Subject: Mathematics Grade: Weighted Average

2010-2011| 2009-201C| 2008-200¢ | 2007-2008  2006-2007

Testing Month
SCHOOL SCORES

Proficient/Advanced 92 89 88 86 84
Advanced 66 66 65 58 52
Number of students tested 1092 1102 1094 1139 1120
Percent of total students tested 99 99 99 99 9 9
Number of students alternatively asse: 13 15 14 10 7
Percent of students alternatively assessed 1 1 1 1 1
SUBGROUP SCORES
1. Free/Reduced-Price M eal §/Socio-economic Disadvantaged Students
Proficient/Advanced 85 76 75 66 70
Advanced 50 45 44 35 33
Number of students tested 128 133 150 166 135
2. African American Students
Proficient/Advanced 89 85 73 67 75
Advanced 36 52 39 50 42
Number of students tested 19 21 15 12 12
3. Hispanic or Latino Students
Proficient/Advanced 86 88 100
Advanced 60 41 45
Number of students tested 1 9 15 17 11
4. Special Education Students
Proficient/Advanced 87 72 71 63 61
Advanced 61 40 41 30 26
Number of students tested 187 221 226 220 201
5. English Language L ear ner Students
Proficient/Advanced 0 0 0
Advanced 0 0 0 0 0
Number of students tested 0 0 0 0 0
6.
Proficient/Advanced 96 95 100 100 94
Advanced 81 77 75 80 58
Number of students tested 26 22 20 20 17
NOTES:

12PA14
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STATE CRITERION-REFERENCED TESTS

Subject: Reading

Testing Month

SCHOOL SCORES
Proficient/Advanced

Advanced

Number of students tested

Percent of total students tested
Number of students alternatively asse:

Grade: Weighted Average

2010-2011| 2009-201C| 2008-200¢ | 2007-2008  2006-2007

95
69
1075
99
13

Percent of students alternatively assessed 1

SUBGROUP SCORES

1. Free/Reduced-Price M eal §/Socio-economic Disadvantaged Students

Proficient/Advanced
Advanced

Number of students tested

2. African American Students
Proficient/Advanced
Advanced

Number of students tested

3. Hispanic or Latino Students
Proficient/Advanced
Advanced

Number of students tested

4. Special Education Students
Proficient/Advanced
Advanced

Number of students tested

5. English Language L ear ner Students
Proficient/Advanced
Advanced

Number of students tested

6.

Proficient/Advanced
Advanced

Number of students tested
NOTES:

91
49
125

94
57
19

92
61
168

95
76
26

12PA14

89
62

11071

99
15

75
38
133

90
43
21

68
36
220

90
68
22

91
68
1092
99

14

1

75
46
149

71
35
14

87
53
15

69
42
226

90
69
20

91 88
65 61
1140 1120

99 9 9
10 7
1 1
76 69
40 32
166 135
83 66
33 50
12 12
82 91
46 64
17 11
72 63
35 25
220 201
0
0 0
0 0
90 88
59 64
20 17
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