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PART | - ELIGIBILITY CERTIFICATION 120Hz

The signatures on the first page of this applicatiertify that each of the statements below conogrn
the school’s eligibility and compliance with U.Seartment of Education, Office for Civil Rights (B
requirements is true and correct.

1. The school has some configuration that includesopmaore of grades K-12. (Schools on the
same campus with one principal, even K-12 schoolst apply as an entire school.)

2. The school has made adequate yearly progress eaclioy the past two years and has not been
identified by the state as "persistently dangerovigtiin the last two years.

3. To meet final eligibility, the school must meet state's Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP)
requirement in the 2011-2012 school year. AYP rbestertified by the state and all appeals
resolved at least two weeks before the awards @argfior the school to receive the award.

4. If the school includes grades 7 or higher, the sthst have foreign language as a part of its
curriculum and a significant number of studentgrimdes 7 and higher must take foreign
language courses.

5. The school has been in existence for five full getrat is, from at least September 2006.

6. The nominated school has not received the Bluedril8chools award in the past five years:
2007, 2008, 2009, 2010 or 2011.

7. The nominated school or district is not refusingRO&&cess to information necessary to
investigate a civil rights complaint or to condadiistrict-wide compliance review.

8. OCR has not issued a violation letter of findingstte school district concluding that the
nominated school or the district as a whole hakateéd one or more of the civil rights statutes. A
violation letter of findings will not be consideredtstanding if OCR has accepted a corrective
action plan from the district to remedy the viabati

9. The U.S. Department of Justice does not have aipgsdit alleging that the nominated school
or the school district as a whole has violated aneore of the civil rights statutes or the
Constitution’s equal protection clause.

10. There are no findings of violations of the Individisiwith Disabilities Education Act in a U.S.
Department of Education monitoring report that gpplthe school or school district in question;
or if there are such findings, the state or distras corrected, or agreed to correct, the findings



PART Il - DEMOGRAPHIC DATA 120He

All data arethe most recent year available.

DISTRICT
1. Number of schools in the distr 1 Elementary schools (includes8§-
(per district designation): 1 Middle/Junior high schools

1 High schools
0 K-12 schools
3 Total schools in district

2. District per-pupil expenditure: 14951

SCHOOL (To be completed by all schools)

3. Category that best describes the area where tlo®lssiocated: Suburban

4. Number of years the principal has been in her/bgtn at this schoc 26

5. Number of students as of October 1, 2011 enroliexheh grade level or its equivalent in applying
school:

Grade |# of Males # of Females |Grade Total # of Males |# of Females |Grade Total
PreK 15 8 23 6 0 0 0

K 39 27 66 7 0 0 0

1 31 33 64 8 0 0 0

2 31 40 71 9 0 0 0

3 32 30 62 10 0 0 0

4 39 36 75 11 0 0 0

5 0 0 0 12 0 0 0

Total in Applying School: 361



120H3

6. Racial/ethnic composition of the schc 0 % American Indian or Alaska Native

1% Asian

1 % Black or African American

1 % Hispanic or Latino
0 % Native Hawaiian or @er Pacific Islande

96 % White

1 9% Two or more races

100 % Total

Only the seven standard categories should be nseporting the racial/ethnic composition of your
school. The final Guidance on Maintaining, Collagtiand Reporting Racial and Ethnic data to the U.S
Department of Education published in the October2087Federal Register provides definitions for

each of the seven categories.

7. Student turnover, or mobility rate, during the 22101 school year: 6%
This rate is calculated using the grid below. &hewer to (6) is the mobility rate.

(1) Number of students who transferted
the school after October 1, 2010 until | 12
the end of the school year.

(2) Number of students who transferred
from the school after October 1, 201C 10
until the end of the school year.

(3) Total of all transferred students [sum of22
rows (1) and (2)].

(4) Total number of students in the school
as of October 1, 2010

(5) Total transferred students in row (3) 0.06
divided by total students in row (4). '

(6) Amount in row (5) multiplied by 100. €

362

8. Percent of English Language Learners in the school1%
Total number of ELL students in the school: 3
Number of non-English languages represented: 2
Specify non-English languages:

Arabic and Chinese



120H3

9. Percent of students eligible for free/reduced-priceals: 9%
Total number of students who qualify: 34

If this method does not produce an accurate estinfahe percentage of students from low-income
families, or the school does not participate inftke and reduced-priced school meals program,
supply an accurate estimate and explain how theotdalculated this estimate.

10. Percent of students receiving special educationces: 11%
Total number of students served: 39

Indicate below the number of students with distibdiaccording to conditions designated in the
Individuals with Disabilities Education Act. Do natld additional categories.

0 Autism 1 Orthopedic Impairment

0 Deafness 2 Other Health Impaired

0 Deaf-Blindness 5 Specific Learning Disability

2 Emotional Disturbance 14 Speech or Language Impairment

0 Hearing Impairment —OTraumatic Brain Injury

2 Mental Retardation 0 Visual Impairment Including Blindness
7 Multiple Disabilities 6 Developmentally Delayed

11.Indicate number of full-time and part-time staffmigers in each of the categories below:

Number of Staff
Full-Time Part-Time

Administrator(s) 1 0
Classroom teachers 16 0
Resource teachers/specialists
(e.g., reading specialist, media specialist, arsimPE teachers, et 12 6
Paraprofessionals 0 8
Support staff
(e.g., school secretaries, custodians, cafeteti@saetc.) 2 14
Total number 31 28

12. Average school student-classroom teacher ratibjghthe number of students in the school

divided by the Full Time Equivalent of classrooradkers, e.g., 22:1: 23:1




120H3

13. Show daily student attendance rates. Only highashweed to supply yearly graduation re
20102011 20092010 20082002 20072008 20062007
Daily student attendance 96% 95% 96%» 97% 96%
High school graduatin rate,. 0% 0% 0% 0% 0%

14.For schoolsending in grade 12 (high schoals):
Show what the students who graduated in Spring 284 Hoing as of Fall 2011.

Graduating class size: 0
Enrolled in a 4-year college or university 0%
Enrolled in a community college 0%
Enrolled in vocational training 0%
Found employment 0%
Military service 0%
Other 0%
Total 0%
15. Indicate whether your school has previously reatadlational Blue Ribbon Schools award:
L No
o Yes

If yes, what was the year of the award? Befo@720



PART |1l - SUMMARY 120H3

The mission of the Independence Local Schoolsartngrships with parents and community, is to
educate all students with emphasis on intellecagial, physical, and behavioral growth. The
Independence Primary School staff recognizes thd teeprepare students for the future and help them
become life-long learners. This mission statemen¢inforced throughout the year with strong
integration of new content standards, curriculuwetigpment, assessing and maximizing the individual
potential of students, fostering positive studetitesteem, and enhancing parent and community
involvement.

Independence Primary School is as unique as thencoiity from which it has evolved. In order to fully
appreciate and understand what makes our schaxiceptional, it is important to profile the comniyni
itself. Our school emerges from approximately 7,@é¥)dents that inhabit 9.59 square miles of lacid r

in parks, stone quarries, and National Recreati@as Ninety-nine percent of our community is
Caucasian with strong Polish, German, and Italiestry. Technical industries, corporate serviaed,
construction are the common businesses that suppotax base. Collectively working together, our
community and school continue to move forward withovative practices that enhance our teaching and
learning for the twenty-first century learner.

The Independence Local School district serves 1stdents in Northeastern Ohio. It consists ofahre
buildings: an elementary, a middle school, andgh Bthool. Independence Primary School was founded
in 1954. Our school consists of one preschool,rouki-handicapped classroom connected to a sensory
facility, and three sections of each grade leved,. Kn addition, there are four intervention/tuiayi
classrooms, enrichment classroom, science labagoaoffice, media center, two computer labs, music
room, art room, gym, clinic, and cafeteria. To lfiert enhance our learning, an outdoor educational
courtyard, a functional garden, and a fiber-optjaipped pavilion are on site.

Outstanding support of parent and community volerstés the foundation of the many programs that
enrich our core curriculum. Our district voluntegrslude the Apple Corp Parent Program, PTO, and
Academic Boosters. Community volunteers are coragred city officials and service department
personnel, Kiwanis, Veterans of Foreign Wars angilfaury, local businesses, and senior citizens.

In 1994, Independence Primary School received #te@Nal Blue Ribbon Award. Our school family has
sustained this level of excellence. Currently, pefedence Primary School is number one for
kindergarten readiness in Cuyahoga County. Weaanleed 16th out of 1,745 elementary schools in the
state of Ohio by the Ohio Department of Educatidinety percent of our licensed staff have obtaiaed
masters degree or above and all are designatedi§H@ualified” by the state of Ohio. Teacher/school
awards include: The Martha Holden Jennings Scholse,Governor's Buckeye Best Healthy School
(eight years), State Board of Education Certificft€ommendation with an Excellent rating on thealo
report card (five years), New York Life Guiding Gtilational All-Star School, and the technology Bes
Buy Teach Award.

Academic, emotional, and social growth extends bdybe classroom with student-centered programs.
Friendship Circle and Lunch Bunch promote social amotional growth in a small group setting.
Leadership opportunities include: Student CourBthool Ambassadors, K-Kids, and the Primary
Primetime News Show. In addition, intramurals, Kio€ity, and Green Thumb provide opportunities
for peer interaction and educational enrichment.

Students have many opportunities to be recogntmadigghout the school year. Academic achievement
and effort are acknowledged through E2 Team (Exdiaary Effort), A-Team (All A's), T.O.P. (Totally
Outstanding Progress), President’s Educational Av@r Outstanding Academic Achievement and
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Excellence, Y.E.S. (Young Exceptional Scholar), gadd work papers. Students are in the spotlight fo
social growth, citizenship, and physical fithessakds include: Citizen of the Month, HERO (Honesty,
Enthusiasm, Responsibility, Obeying school rulPsgsidential Physical Fitness, and High Five Award.

The caring climate instilled at Independence Prin&chool is reflected in compassionate philanttoropi
activities. Students are involved in fundraising @onating to several organizations. These include:
Muscular Dystrophy, Coats for Kids, Yuletide Hunggogram, Adopt a Family, St. Jude Society,
American Heart Association, Juvenile Diabetes Reselaoundation, and Goodwiill.

The common thread among the Independence Priméugo$staff is discovering, understanding, and
appreciating the uniqueness of each child. A teapnaach is utilized to develop differentiated
instruction, create Response to Intervention (Ridgdels, analyze student data, and integrate irgiruc
with specialists and tutors. This collaboratiomng with Dynamic Indicators of Basic Early Literacy
(DIBELS Next) monitoring for math and reading ameedl group intervention and enrichment covers the
spectrum of student needs at Independence Princaigos

Independence Primary School consistently movesdgaiwith innovative ideas to continue our academic
excellent rating. We thrive on the challenge tdfirew ways to assist our twenty-first century leasn
This is what makes our school “Blue Ribbon” worthy.



PART IV - INDICATORS OF ACADEMIC SUCCESS 120H3

1. Assessment Results;

This school year, Independence Primary School hskéeenth out of 1,745 schools in the state GbOh
on the Ohio Achievement Assessments (OAA) in Repdimd Math. In addition, our kindergartners
placed first out of 226 schools in Cuyahoga Coumyhe Kindergarten Reading Readiness Assessment
of Literacy (KRAL).

Independence Primary School uses the five perfatméavels that adhere to the Ohio Achievement
Assessments in Reading and Math for third and iogrades. In order from the lowest performance to
the highest performance they are: Limited, Bagiofi€lent, Accelerated, and Advanced. Scores at the
Proficient and higher levels are considered “pagsift Independence Primary School, we expect the
majority of our students to perform in the Accetedaand/or Advanced levels. Our special needs stsde
can be expected to achieve at Proficient or highesls. This set of performance expectations has be
met in a consistent matter. The most recent dDAIA test scores for Independence Primary School are
from the October 2011 Grade 3 Reading Assessméspégial note, the October test uses performance
measures that are consistent with spring of grastar®lards. The most recent results: Limited (3,2%)
Basic (12.9%), Proficient (27.4%), Accelerated 628), and Advanced (33.9%).

At least 75% of students must perform at the Pigriicor above level in each subject for a school to
receive a designation of “Excellent,” which is thighest level possible in Ohio. Independence Pymar
School has been rated “Excellent” for the past fiears!

As part of Ohio’s accountability system, a “Perfarme Index Score” is calculated using a weighted
score that takes into account each student’s tdygérformance (Limited, Basic, Proficient, Accelid,
and Advanced) on the subjects of reading and rratiormance Index Scores can range from 80 to 120
points. A score of 100 indicates that the schgo¥ormance is at the Proficient level and not aigln
order to move beyond 100, significant percentadassares at Accelerated or Advanced are necessary.
Independence Primary School continues to excéldrPerformance Index area. Our scores for the last
five years are as follows: 2006-2007 (105.5), 2Q0@8 (104), 2008-2009 (106.4), 2009-2010 (109), and
2010-2011 (111.5).

The Third and Fourth Grade Ohio Achievement Assessimesults for Independence Primary School
have consistently been in the 95%-100% range fofRnoficient plus Advanced” category. We have
seen only consistent, positive growth patterngi@se scores. Furthermore, there have been noisegnif
gaps of at least 10% between the collective OAAIltesThe results of subgroups during the past four
years in which Adequate Yearly Progress data hes peoduced. The only significant and consistent
subgroup for Independence Primary School with diverstudents has been “Economically
Disadvantaged.” This subgroup has averaged 6.@sstsifor the past four years. Not only have stuglent
in this subgroup met their “Expected Growth Tardet’each assessment (Third and Fourth Grade
Reading and Math), they surpassed the “Expected@rdarget” by a combined average of 17.7%. In
addition, an average of 92.85% of total studentbisisubgroup earned at least a “Proficient” sé¢ore
the past four years on all third and fourth gragkeasments.

When looking at achievement test data for the fdaestyears in the subjects of reading and math.emor
than half of the third and fourth grade studentsext in the highest two levels (Accelerated and
Advanced). In Third Grade Reading, 82.6% of theupapon achieved one of these two levels. In Fourth
Grade Reading, 59.8% of the population achievedobtigese two levels. In Math, 67.4% of the third
graders were in this category along with 63.8%oafth graders.



Factors that contributed to our gains include tilezation of: a challenging, well-developed cutriogm,
research based teaching strategies, integratiorstéictional technology, universal screening tpols
frequent progress monitoring, analyzing achievenesttdata, professional collaboration, differerdia
individualized instruction, and close communicatigith parents and community.

In conclusion, when all these pieces are in pladenefits the students and results in the highest
achievement possible. This is why Independencedyifiichool received a score of 100% passage for
the year 2009-2010 in Third Grade Reading and 1p8%sage in Third Grade Math for the year of 2010-
2011.

2. Using Assessment Results:

Educators at Independence Primary School utilize dsthe foundation of planning instruction,
intervention, and enrichment so that each studenytawshieve his or her highest potential. Studeta ida
collected and assessed by individual teachersedeael and building teams, and the district adale:

Assessment and data evaluation begins at the pdesgarten level and continues throughout our
students’ tenure at Independence Primary Schoel.r@sults of the following measures are used tpesha
instructional groupings and individualize studes@rhing. Preschool students take part in the “G&dt

It, Go!” evaluation. Kindergarten students partatgpin the Kindergarten Reading Readiness Assessmen
of Literacy (KRAL). The Ohio Department of Educati(ODE) diagnostic screening assessments are
administered to first and second graders. Thirdfandh grade students complete Ohio Achievement
Assessments (OAA) in Reading and Math. Additionadly students are universally screened three times
per school year in reading and math using the Dymé&mdicators of Basic Early Literacy Skills (DIBEL
Next) evaluation. Based on these results, assesssnamovided to ensure students’ progress toward
mastery of curriculum standards.

This comprehensive data is used to develop methidstruction that ensure a successful learning
environment for each student. Independence Pri®anpol has implemented an expansive Response to
Intervention (RTI) program to address the needguadents who require assistance meeting grade level
standards. Students who require the most suppoefib&om an Individualized Education Plan (IEP),
utilizing our extensive special education resourtedependence Primary School offers all students
unique scheduling that permits the incorporatiohaif-class intervention periods. This allows for
smaller class sizes and cross-curricular programfiat infuses the fine arts educational spectalist
Additional instructional support comes from befataring, and after school tutoring. Students may
participate in Phonics and Reading Labs, as wethesSummer Intervention Camp. Enrichment support
includes collaboration with and utilization of agifted and talented specialist. An example of this
Kinetic City, an accelerated science class. Intamditechnology programs utilize data in ordetatitor
instruction. Two of these programs are: Educatity &d Study Island. Collectively, these experasnc
systematically use data to improve academic pedaoe.

At Independence Primary School, communication betwgarents, students, and community is integral to
our success. Families new to the district attendva student orientation wherein an overview of stho
expectations and student achievement is communicAssessment results are regularly shared with
parents and presented in a family-friendly manBecuments include OAA test results, quarterly répor
cards, RTI, IEP, and any additional interventiomorés. Additional documentation, in the form of mid
guarter progress reports, is also provided forsktstudents to identify areas of need. Formalmtare
teacher conferences are scheduled during thesérsester with the option of additional conferences
throughout the year. Educators make themselvetablaion a daily basis through e-mail, phone calls,
and written notes. Additionally, each teacher defrendence Primary School has created a web page,
which highlights classroom activities, upcoming retge and weekly curriculum expectations.

Teachers work closely with students to inform thadfrtheir educational development. Students arehtiaug
the skills necessary to monitor and evaluate threigress. This is accomplished through studentigrac
10



conferences, personal portfolios, and a varietyadd collection. Students are provided with immidia
feedback and data evaluation through the use ettsel technology.

The community is kept well informed of IndependeRecenary School’'s academic performance through
a multitude of avenues. The district dissemin&f®s quarterly report informing the community of the
school’s progress. The school board and superietdgralso conduct “State of the Schools,” a citywide
informational meeting, where assessment data redlman an annual basis. The district publicizes
pertinent information via local cable channels aridt media. Independence Primary School integrates
modern technology by communicating student achievgrhrough district, school, and classroom
websites.

3. Sharing Lessons L earned:

Independence Primary School has humerous oppaetsihit share successful strategies with other
schools within our district, state, and variousfessional associations. These relationships allowstaff
to share and receive lessons that foster acadeciess.

By connecting with local educational institutiomge can share instructional strategies. Our staff
welcomes students from local schools, colleges uainversities who are pursuing careers in education
We currently have five student teachers, from BateWallace College, in our first and second grade
classrooms. Students from Cuyahoga Valley Careste€€CVCC) and Independence High School get
hands-on classroom experience as they work clegi#tyteachers to gain and apply child development
skills.

Our preschool staff collaborates with communityspieols to share intervention strategies for &t-ris
students. Through ongoing site visits, our intetienspecialist, speech therapist, occupationahitist,
and physical therapist offer support for both alass teachers and parents. Examples include: ngeati
positive behavioral support plans, providing styae for students with speech delays, and assigiitg
the development of early learning opportunities.

Through distance learning connections, fourth gsiddents have participated in lessons with other
schools in Ohio, as well as, Costa Rica. For exangtudents created a chapter book taking turriggri
portions of the book. The project concluded by stggthe story they created together. Another shared
lesson included a “Monster Exchange” where studermse school drew illustrations based on
descriptive paragraphs written by students in araibhool district.

Our special education staff visited Avon Lake Sdsto discuss the use of iPads to meet studenesisne
They shared apps that are available for classroastruiction. Together they explored ways to impletmen
the apps into individual, small group, and largeugrinstruction. Teachers learned how to creaté&eho
boards in order to utilize iPads as an augmentaiwéce.

In addition to sharing successful teaching strategiith others, we collaborate within our buildidg.
monthly staff meetings, grade level teams presespBnse to Intervention (RTI) tools that suppod an
monitor student progress. Our technology specipistides staff with training, ideas, and discussio
groups for teachers to embed technology into dassiessons. Weekly sessions for SMARTBoards,
iPads, computers, and cameras are provided to eahla® classroom experience.

4. Engaging Familiesand Communities:

Independence Primary School fosters strong relsttiips with our families and the greater commuroty t
enhance student success. These partnerships pemddesnal resources to enhance student learning.
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A strong appendage to the Independence Primarydbhour Parent Teacher Organization (PTO),
which provides numerous opportunities for famikesl community members to become involved with
our school. Our Helping Hands program coordinasest volunteers for PTO fundraisers and functions.
Students benefit from fundraising efforts in a ggriof ways such as: the purchasing of classroom
SMARTBoards, school assemblies, book donationath elassroom library, playground equipment, and
most recently, an outdoor educational pavilion. BUO continually provides assistance to our
economically disadvantaged students and families.

Local business partnerships play a vital role ieht success through programs such as: Rightad Re
Week (celebrity readers), High Five luncheons, MAtiuness Week, Art Guild, and Guiding Star
Awards. These programs develop academic excelemtg@rovide student recognition. Additionally, our
partnership with Cuyahoga Valley Career Center (CY€nhances student learning through in-school
programming such as: Brown Bag Lunch Speakers, éysareer Week, Vehicle Day, and on-site field
trips.

Our collaboration with community organizations aedvices allow our students to be involved with
activities such as: Garden Club, Kiwanis Club (kK3&)i, Student Government Day, and our Veterans’
Day Program. This year we are especially gratefutlbnations from various community groups and
business partnerships throughout the Greater Glegledrea that helped construct our new 40’ x 30’
Helping Hands Pavilion. Students will enjoy thitdmor educational facility for years to come.

Our strong interpersonal relationships with farsilege encouraged and are key to the success of our
students. Before the new school year, communicdmins with registration, screening, and Preview
Day for kindergartners, New Family Program, Opemn$tg and Orientation. Teachers engage parents
throughout the year by utilizing e-mail, newslettgsrogress reports, report cards, daily folders,
assignment pads, and parent-teacher conferenagst&acher has a website where parents can access
information.

Our fine arts programs provide opportunities toasmde our relationships with families, businessed, a
community members. Our music curriculum includes évening concert productions, keyboard recitals,
National Anthem Program, and Veterans’ Day Progi@uor. Art Palooza is an event where each student
has at least three pieces of artwork displayedititiout the school. Families, businesses, and cortynun
members are encouraged to attend these eventieboate student success.
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PART V - CURRICULUM AND INSTRUCTION 120H3

1. Curriculum:

The core curriculum at Independence Primary Scisdehsed on the Ohio Academic Content Standards.
We are currently realigning our curriculum with tRational Common Core Standards. Committees are
formed for textbook selection to ensure standarel®tectively covered. Grade level crossover negsti
are held to make sure there are no vertical gagrgeicurriculum. The entire staff collaborates vatth
other integrating lessons and activities acrosstingculum. Technology is infused into all subjactas.
Our sound approach contributes to our studentsi Aahievement.

Our reading and language arts curriculum is baseshdntegrated series. Thematic units are designed
different genres of literature and informationaftt&Stories systematically focus on phonemic awessn
knowledge of vocabulary, comprehension focus skitls writing process, writing conventions, and the
opportunities for communication.

Our focus in math is to guide students to be ableetome problem solvers and decision makers.
Teachers address all levels and learning stylesio$tudent body by utilizing manipulatives, teclogy,
rhymes, movement, and music. Reteaching and eneichactivities are infused in our daily math
lessons.

Science lessons focus on physical, earth/spacdifastiences, as well as, technology, inquiryd an
knowledge. Science teachers intertwine a handgproach and the scientific method with textbook
content. Students use critical thinking skills ypbthesize, investigate, experiment, and analyze
information. This practice offers students the afytty to experience success as they interndfiea t
understanding of the sciences.

Our social studies curriculum focuses on histowture, geography, economics, government, and
citizenship. The SMARTBoard is used to enhanceolessnd promote cooperative learning. Higher
order thinking skills are encouraged through cwegpirojects, which help students have a greater
understanding of connecting the past and present.

Music and art are very strong components of ouoalci hese subjects help attain our learning stalsda
by educating the whole student using a varietgofihiques. As talent is discovered and nurturetiyma
opportunities are given for our students to shilestudents participate in one of two large themed
concerts combining songs, vocal solos, instrumertisation, movement, dances, and theatrics. Music
instruction includes second grade hand bells,rd tiriade “Music Ace” computer program, and a fourth
grade piano keyboard course culminating with aaedh vocal ensemble is offered second semester. A
students take part in an “Art Palooza” art showCannections Postcard Project” among various school
districts, and an “Artist of the Year” program. @tige art displays are visible throughout our biniid
Music programs and art projects support our marnigipg initiatives such as: National Anthem/Patriot
Day, Character Counts Week, and Veterans' Day.

Our physical education program promotes beingniit making healthy choices. Students work on goals
to meet the National Presidential Physical Fitri@sallenge criteria and participate in the Jump Rope
Heart program. Good sportsmanship, teamwork, amduiating lifelong healthy habits are the building
blocks for this course.

Technology at our school goes beyond the basicpaordotes twenty-first century skills. We are
preparing students to become life-long learnerstange technology as a tool. Students are attpkey
technology skills while integrating technology irtee classroom curriculum. Students work weekhhwit
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our technology specialist in the computer lab. Toeate various projects and use online resources
integrating content from subjects that supporestgsessed areas of the curriculum. Students and
teachers also have access to an additional compbtdaptops, iPads, and SMARTBoards to further
enhance our curriculum.

Content standards at Independence Primary Schedahi@grated in a variety of innovative ways across
the curriculum.

2. Reading/English:

Independence Primary School’'s reading program itifimceted and researched based. We foster the
literacy needs of all students ranging from the rggeiet reader to the independent reader. The foiomdat
of our program is based upon the Ohio Departmegidoication Reading/Language Arts Standards. The
effectiveness of our program is reflected in ouorgg Ohio Achievement Assessment (OAA) Reading
results.

Our reading program, Harcourt Storytown, is litaratbased. It was selected because of the brogd ran
of strategies offered for all reading levels. Thegoam includes elements of phonemic awareness,
phonics, comprehension, high-frequency words, robasabulary, fluency, grammar, spelling, and
writing. In addition to the program, trade books atilized to immerse students in quality literatur

A variety of instructional approaches are impleradrih our reading program to ensure foundationdl an
independent reading skills. Some approaches indRedeler's Theatre, phonemic awareness exercises,
paired, echo, and choral reading. Technology teath as SMARTBoards, iPads, document cameras,
and computer programs play a key role in our readistruction.

Dynamic Indicators of Basic Early Literacy (DIBEINExt) is a universal screening tool our school uses
to assess phonics, fluency, and comprehensionteBudts of DIBELS are used to identify students’
individual needs. Differentiated instruction isigdeted through grade level phonics labs, tutorirmugs,
and homeroom-based small groups. Phonics Labiimawative program designed with concentrated
phonics and fluency interventions.

Comprehension is the underlying element of a stedamentary reading program. Independence Primary
School fosters growth in this area by developinglents’ ability to make predictions, inferencegnitiffy
cause and effect relationships, questioning, retgland summarizing. On-going progress monitoring
enables students to meet grade level expectations.

Our intervention specialists and tutors providemsive individualized reading instruction to eligib
students. The Wilson Reading Program, Words Theiy Viind leveled readers are some of the strategies
used. In addition, specialists can be found inrégeilar classroom as part of our school’s inclusign
model.

All students participate in an enrichment prograrenhance the reading experience. Third grade rstside
participate in Junior Great Books. Weekly lessamwipged by the gifted and talented educator expand
student background knowledge as it relates to ngadi

Parent volunteers and community members periogligalt classrooms and read to our students. Weekly
visits to the school library, Book Buddies Programg Right to Read Week activities further enrtoh t
student reading experience at Independence Prigehgol.
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3. Mathematics:

The math program at Independence Primary Schaigdsous. Our curriculum is based upon the Ohio
Department of Education’s Mathematics Content Siedgland incorporates National Standards. Math
instruction is divided into six content standamismber, number sense and operations; measurement;
geometry and spatial sense; patterns, functionglgedra; data analysis and probability; and
mathematical processes. Our textbook series, Hongtfflin, aligns with these state standards. This
program is designed to “spiral” instruction acraigyrade levels. Students construct mathematical
knowledge to develop a solid conceptual foundation.

Our diverse instructional methods are designedhsore math mastery. Through the use of manipukative
and concrete examples, teachers demonstrate ceroegisist learners. Cooperative learning groogs a
the utilization of math journals are employed tplexe math concepts and make connections.
Technology is used daily to maximize instructiorotigh interactive websites, iPads, document cameras
and SMARTBoards. Our instructional methods pregtudents to be twenty-first century learners.

The Dynamic Indicators of Basic Early Literacy k{DIBELS Next) Curriculum Based Math, a
universal assessment tool, serves as the foundatiomaking data-driven instructional groupings.
Students are given the opportunity to receive uasiibnal support before, during, and after schBefore
the school day, math intervention is offered tersgithen students’ skills. During the day, the nraste
schedule is designed to allow teachers to addneisgdual needs in a homogeneous small group gettin
This schedule enables teachers to incorporateeébpdRse to Intervention (RTI) model. In additioitleT
1 instructors and intervention specialists workwvgmall flexible groups with the classroom teachéns
technology specialist provides and guides suppastudents with programs such as: First in Math,
Education City, and Study Island. After school, egiiation is offered for students to help bolsteirth
academic performance.

At Independence Primary School, we enrich our mathiculum by infusing math everyday. Our
students participate in the Math-A-Thon programicliimproves their math skills while earning money
for St. Jude’s Research Hospital. Our students balected $102,359.94 since embracing this program
in 1991. Students practice real-life experiencesugh relevant programs such as: Math Madness, Peer
Cashiers, and Student Banking. Our vision is teetsiudents correlate math concepts with daily life
experiences.

4. Additional Curriculum Area:

The science program is unique and innovative istitscture, function, and overall concept. The
curriculum is taught by an elementary educator W a rich background in science. Individual s@enc
class rosters are created by combining approximatedlve students from two different same gradellev
homerooms. The purpose is two-fold. The homero@uhter has the benefit of using this time for
individualized intervention and enrichment. Therefdhe science specialist can provide instruction
geared to students’ levels of achievement. Studesitghe stimulating science laboratory whereythe
analyze artifacts, observe living creatures, anmtigigate in hands-on investigations.

Teacher created activities, along with explorakig, allow students to develop skills while usthg
scientific method. We are currently using the Obiate Standards, but are converting to the new Ohio
Core Science Standards. Our science program isrdtadntered providing opportunities for the young
learner to experience and care for the world. Lessoe hands-on, interactive, and help to instikarly
love of science and nature, while developing aittbinking skills. Students observe both livinglan
nonliving things, explore outdoors, make predicticeind lead investigations that stem from inquiry.

Our unique program provides students with otheeptional learning opportunities. Some engaging
examples are: animal adoptions via the Clevelanttdgarks Zoo and World Wildlife Fund (WWF),
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pond studies, and our extracurricular club, Kin&ity, where students are involved in hands-onrese
investigations based on state science standardsuginthe use of technology, students participate i
several international on-line investigations sughJaurney North Society. Our students partaketh a
continually achieve success in the National Scidmague Contest.

The Greater Cleveland Area has a wealth of reseyfeieveland Metroparks Zoo, Cleveland Museum of
Natural History, and the Brecksville Nature Centbgt enhance our science standards thereby
strengthening our instructional program. In additimtegration of other resources is evidenced in a
partnership that exists with the City of Indeperadeand the Independence Garden Club. We have a
remarkable paper-recycling program, which earnsendaor the science department to host in-housd fiel
trips. The Independence Garden Club is an orgaoizawhich helps the students maintain “Primary
Paradise,” our outdoor learning garden. This gralsp helped to construct and continues to faclicatr
outdoor vegetable garden and pumpkin patch.

Together, our school and community work to engdiggtiedents in a meaningful science experience that
will lay the foundation for future successful edtimaal endeavors.

5. Instructional Methods;

Differentiated instruction at Independence Prinfaciool provides all students opportunities for rogti
learning. Instruction is based upon students' iddai needs. Classroom teachers collaborate with
support staff including: intervention specialistgprs, speech-language pathologist, computer alsci
guidance counselor, gifted-talented teacher, aodpational and physical therapists. These educators
ensure that students achieve learning success.

We use a variety of assessment tools to determess @f students’ strengths and needs. The
Developmental Indicators for the Assessment of iiegr(DIAL) and the Kindergarten Readiness
Assessment Literacy (KRAL) are administered tkitiergarten students. The K-4 Dynamic Indicators
of Basic Early Literacy Skills (DIBELS Next) scrdig tool is used three times a year to determine
flexible intervention groups for reading and matimited English Proficient students are screenedgus
the Ohio Test of English Language Acquisition (OPgLThe Test of Cognitive Skills (TCS) helps
determine placement in the gifted program. Basedaba obtained from these and other formal and
informal assessments, differentiated instructiomiglemented.

Independence Primary School uses several Respoitgetvention (RTI) approaches to differentiate
instruction. Models include small group instructgurch as: phonics labs, tutoring groups, and emecit
workshops. Scheduling allows for classes to spii small groups for individualized instruction

the curriculum. Intervention specialists go intassrooms to provide parallel instruction. Pullarviges
to resource rooms are available to students baseded. Before and after school tutoring and summer
school are offered.

Research-based strategies are implemented throulgta®pendence Primary School. These strategies

include: The Phonics Dance, Words Their Way, Thes@vii Reading Program, Reader’s Theatre, choral
reading, supplemental materials from textbook sefieuch Math, visuals, and manipulatives. Ongoing
progress monitoring provides for effective planning

Instructional and testing modifications help eqeelihe learning experience for students. In addiio
modifications, accommodations are provided for ehtsl who are eligible for an Individualized
Education Plan (IEP), a 504 Plan, or an Englishguaige Learners (ELL) Plan. These modifications and
accommodations include extended time for assignsremd tests, small group testing, preferential
seating, modified assignments and curriculum.
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Technology is widely used to support differentiaitestruction. Subscriptions for on-line educational
resources are used in the computer lab, classrardst home. Study Island, Education City, BramPo
First in Math, and Reading Eggs correlate withé&Statd National Standards and provide progress
monitoring. The use of SMARTBoards, iPads, classreebsites, and student laptops actively engage
all levels and styles of learners.

6. Professional Development:

Diverse professional development is the founddoinigh academic achievement at Independence
Primary School. Development opportunities promaiiéaboration, the sharing of successful strategies,
and the implementation of school initiatives. Coatius professional growth experiences are encodrage
and identified through personal goal setting.

Professional development begins with district witdeervices. At this time, staff members review and
analyze Ohio Achievement Assessment results. Distnalysis of Value-Added and Adequate Yearly
Progress is also presented. This data is usedeoee student strengths and weaknesses. Teaieers
then able to refine instructional practices andetlgy strategies for improving student achievement.

Six early release days are another component girefiessional development. This initiative is an
opportunity for all district teachers to participaih customized activities. These activities amgnald with
the district’'s goals and the needs of the studdigics range from Response to Intervention (RTI),
bullying, technology, web site development, SMAREBbtraining, Education City webinar, vertical
grade level content meetings, emergency medidaingg drug and alcohol awareness, and grade level
transitional meetings.

Staff meetings are held monthly. Through these img®tteachers stay current on topics that directly
effect students and staff in our school. Issues agayess school wide behavior management or
confidential student medical concerns. Teacherslaepresented with differentiated intervention
strategies to help students socially and acadelpidaachers have an opportunity to share and
collaborate during these meetings.

Building wide scheduling provides staff membersaymities for professional development. Teachers
formulate strategies that improve student achievemering these flexible planning times. Meetings
with the Curriculum Director occur at each gradeslgo review new common core and content
standards. Teachers are also given the opportimieet with our technology specialist to enhahee t
use of interactive SMARTBoards, iPads, documenteras) and computers.

Professional initiatives help teachers stay curirettteir field. Attendance at conferences and \sbdps

help teachers expand their area of expertise. Téygseriences empower teachers to create an engaging
classroom environment. The sharing of knowledgeaghthrough these programs promotes collaboration
and builds collegiality.

7. School Leadership:

The principal is the mainstay of our leadershipgpaon and leads by example. She knows the unique
strengths of each of her teachers, staff membarengs, and community members. Staff and community
input is encouraged in order to make the most tfieclecisions.

Our principal is always accessible and promoteatanosphere for learning. New ideas are encouraged
and promoted through pilot programs. She is a lsitember of the community who takes an active role
recognizing student accomplishment on an academdi@arsonal level. As an active communicator, the
principal shares all dimensions of the Primary Sthite through multiple vehicles, i.e. weekly etnai
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"blasts" to families and community, utilizationadir building level website, and through her positiv
interpersonal style.

Leadership is not limited to the principal, butsthat the Independence Primary School. Distributed
leadership is evidenced by grade level team leagleosshare responsibility and resources to focus on
student development. Our school is built upon tdlfation, friendship, and flexibility. Staff memiseare
placed in leadership roles according to their gfitemand abilities.

Instructional leadership is shared among the biaffarticipating on building committees. Examplés o
these committees include, but are not limited tmm@unications, Operations and Procedures, Fast Five
for RTI, and Character Counts. These teams supptaboration and leadership within the building.

At each grade level, meetings are held regularhgttew and discuss policies, curriculum, studezgds,
upcoming activities, and ways to enhance learrfipgcialists promote cross-curricular activitied tha
strengthen learning. Support staff strives to eregpositive and productive school environment by
collaborating with the teachers, the principal, #melcommunity.

Staff members bring unique programs to the sclwoidate real-world learning experiences. These
activities encourage student development and aehient. Our gifted and talented teacher coordirates
program called, “Math Madness Week,” which enhamoath skills correlated to our academic standards.
Our guidance counselor conducts “Character Cour@sk/V which promotes good citizenship. Other
programs included are: Art Palooza, Right to Reabky concerts, Career Week, School-to-Business
partnerships, Talent Week, and Student Council.

This leadership style is a guiding factor in thadamic success of our student body. The strendtieof
Independence Primary School staff lies in addrgs$ia needs of each individual child by settinghhig
expectations and working collaboratively. We argaghin the common goal of meeting the academic,
social, and emotional needs of each child.
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PART VII - ASSESSMENT RESULTS

STATE CRITERION-REFERENCED TESTS

Subject: Mathematics Grade: {Test: Ohio Achievement Assessm
Edition/Publication Year: 2002011 Publisher: Ohio Department of Education
2010-2011 | 2009-2010/  2008-2009  2007-2008  20@&-20

Testing Month Apr Apr Apr Apr Apr
SCHOOL SCORES

% At or Above Proficient 100 96 98 92 98
% Accelerated and Advanced 77 68 68 58 66
Number of students tested 69 66 70 62 70
Percent of total students tested 100 100 100 0 10 100
Number of students alternatively assessed 2 2
Percent of students alternatively assessed 3 3
SUBGROUP SCORES

1. Free/Reduced-Price M eals/Socio-economic Disadvantaged Students

% At or Above Proficient 100

% Accelerated and Advanced 75

Number of students tested 5 2 12 7

2. African American Students
% At or Above Proficient

% Accelerated and Advanced
Number of students tested

3. Hispanic or Latino Students
% At or Above Proficient

% Accelerated and Advanced
Number of students tested

4. Special Education Students
% At or Above Proficient

% Accelerated and Advanced
Number of students tested

5. English Language L ear ner Students
% At or Above Proficient

% Accelerated and Advanced
Number of students tested

6.

% At or Above Proficient

% Accelerated and Advanced
Number of students tested
NOTES:

Ohio requires 10 students to be considered a supgtberefore, there is only data reflected forggnhps that meet that criteria.
Fields not filled in indicate that the subgroup Wess than 10.

120H3
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STATE CRITERION-REFERENCED TESTS

Subject: Reading Grade: {Test: Ohio Achievement Assessm
Edition/Publication Year: 2002011 Publisher: Ohio Department of Education
2010-2011 | 2009-2010,  2008-2009  2007-2008  20@&-20

Testing Month Apr Apr Apr Apr Apr
SCHOOL SCORES

% At or Above Proficient 97 98 95 86 95
% Accelerated and Advanced 87 95 82 67 82
Number of students tested 69 66 69 62 70
Percent of total students tested 100 100 100 0 10 100
Number of students alternatively assessed 2 2
Percent of students alternatively assessed 3 3
SUBGROUP SCORES

1. Free/Reduced-Price M eal /Socio-economic Disadvantaged Students

% At or Above Proficient 100

% Accelerated and Advanced 67

Number of students tested 5 2 12 7

2. African American Students
% At or Above Proficient

% Accelerated and Advanced
Number of students tested

3. Hispanic or Latino Students
% At or Above Proficient

% Accelerated and Advanced
Number of students tested

4. Special Education Students
% At or Above Proficient

% Accelerated and Advanced
Number of students tested

5. English Language L ear ner Students
% At or Above Proficient

% Accelerated and Advanced
Number of students tested

6.

% At or Above Proficient

% Accelerated and Advanced
Number of students tested
NOTES:

Ohio requires 10 students to be considered a supgiitherefore, there is only data reflected forgsabps that meet that
criteria. Fields not filled in indicate that thebgmoup was less than 10.

120H3
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STATE CRITERION-REFERENCED TESTS

Subject: Mathematics Grade: : Test: Ohio Achievement Assessm
Edition/Publication Year: 2002011 Publisher: Ohio Department of Education
2010-2011 | 2009-2010,  2008-2009  2007-2008

Testing Month Apr Apr Apr Apr
SCHOOL SCORES

% At or Above Proficient 96 91 920 95
% Accelerated and Advanced 76 70 60 46
Number of students tested 68 68 64 73
Percent of total students tested 100 100 100 0 10

Number of students alternatively assessed
Percent of students alternatively assessed
SUBGROUP SCORES

1. Free/Reduced-Price M eal /Socio-economic Disadvantaged Students
% At or Above Proficient

% Accelerated and Advanced

Number of students tested 6 5 8 8
2. African American Students

% At or Above Proficient

% Accelerated and Advanced

Number of students tested

3. Hispanic or Latino Students

% At or Above Proficient

% Accelerated and Advanced

Number of students tested

4. Special Education Students

% At or Above Proficient

% Accelerated and Advanced

Number of students tested

5. English Language L ear ner Students

% At or Above Proficient

% Accelerated and Advanced

Number of students tested

6.

% At or Above Proficient

% Accelerated and Advanced

Number of students tested

NOTES:

20@5-20
Apr

87
67
87
100

Ohio requires 10 students to be considered a supgiitherefore, there is only data reflected forgsabps that meet that

criteria. Fields not filled in indicate that thebgmoup was less than 10.
120H3
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STATE CRITERION-REFERENCED TESTS

Subject: Reading Grade: : Test: Ohio Achievement Assessm
Edition/Publication Year: 2002011 Publisher: Ohio Department of Education
2010-2011 | 2009-2010,  2008-2009  2007-2008

Testing Month Apr Apr Apr Apr
SCHOOL SCORES

% At or Above Proficient 98 95 93 97
% Accelerated and Advanced 74 52 51 54
Number of students tested 68 68 65 73
Percent of total students tested 100 100 100 0 10

Number of students alternatively assessed
Percent of students alternatively assessed
SUBGROUP SCORES

1. Free/Reduced-Price M eal /Socio-economic Disadvantaged Students
% At or Above Proficient

% Accelerated and Advanced

Number of students tested 6 5 8 8
2. African American Students

% At or Above Proficient

% Accelerated and Advanced

Number of students tested

3. Hispanic or Latino Students

% At or Above Proficient

% Accelerated and Advanced

Number of students tested

4. Special Education Students

% At or Above Proficient

% Accelerated and Advanced

Number of students tested

5. English Language L ear ner Students

% At or Above Proficient

% Accelerated and Advanced

Number of students tested

6.

% At or Above Proficient

% Accelerated and Advanced

Number of students tested

NOTES:

20@5-20
Apr

90
68
87
100

Ohio requires 10 students to be considered a supgiitherefore, there is only data reflected forgsabps that meet that

criteria. Fields not filled in indicate that thebgmoup was less than 10.
120H3
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STATE CRITERION-REFERENCED TESTS
Subject: Mathematics Grade: Weighted Average

2010-2011| 2009-201C| 2008-200¢ | 2007-2008  2006-2007
Testing Month
SCHOOL SCORES

% At or Above Proficient 98 93 94 93 91
% Accelerated and Advanced 76 69 64 51 66
Number of students tested 137 134 134 135 157
Percent of total students tested 100 100 100 0 10 100
Number of students alternatively asse: 2 0 0 2 2
Percent of students alternatively assessed 3 0 0 3 3
SUBGROUP SCORES

1. Free/Reduced-Price M eal §/Socio-economic Disadvantaged Students

% At or Above Proficient 0 0 60 0 0
% Accelerated and Advanced 0 0 45 0 0
Number of students tested 11 7 20 15

2. African American Students

% At or Above Proficient 0 0 0 0 0
% Accelerated and Advanced

Number of students tested

3. Hispanic or Latino Students

% At or Above Proficient 0 0 0 0 0
% Accelerated and Advanced

Number of students tested 0 0 0 0 0
4. Special Education Students

% At or Above Proficient 0 0 0 0 0

% Accelerated and Advanced
Number of students tested
5. English Language L ear ner Students

% At or Above Proficient 0 0 0 0 0
% Accelerated and Advanced

Number of students tested 0 0 0 0 0
6.

% At or Above Proficient 0 0 0 0 0

% Accelerated and Advanced
Number of students tested
NOTES:

120H3
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STATE CRITERION-REFERENCED TESTS
Subject: Reading Grade: Weighted Average

2010-2011| 2009-201C| 2008-200¢ | 2007-2008  2006-2007
Testing Month
SCHOOL SCORES

% At or Above Proficient 97 96 94 91 92
% Accelerated and Advanced 80 73 66 59 74
Number of students tested 137 134 134 135 157
Percent of total students tested 100 100 100 0 10 100
Number of students alternatively asse: 2 0 0 2 2
Percent of students alternatively assessed 3 0 0 3 3
SUBGROUP SCORES

1. Free/Reduced-Price M eal §/Socio-economic Disadvantaged Students

% At or Above Proficient 0 0 60 0 0
% Accelerated and Advanced 0 0 40 0 0
Number of students tested 11 7 20 15

2. African American Students

% At or Above Proficient 0 0 0 0 0
% Accelerated and Advanced

Number of students tested

3. Hispanic or Latino Students

% At or Above Proficient 0 0 0 0 0
% Accelerated and Advanced

Number of students tested 0 0 0 0 0
4. Special Education Students

% At or Above Proficient 0 0 0 0 0

% Accelerated and Advanced
Number of students tested
5. English Language L ear ner Students

% At or Above Proficient 0 0 0 0 0
% Accelerated and Advanced

Number of students tested 0 0 0 0 0
6.

% At or Above Proficient 0 0 0 0 0

% Accelerated and Advanced
Number of students tested
NOTES:

120H3
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