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PART | - ELIGIBILITY CERTIFICATION 12ND2

The signatures on the first page of this applicatiertify that each of the statements below conogrn
the school’s eligibility and compliance with U.Seartment of Education, Office for Civil Rights (B
requirements is true and correct.

1. The school has some configuration that includesopmaore of grades K-12. (Schools on the
same campus with one principal, even K-12 schoolst apply as an entire school.)

2. The school has made adequate yearly progress eaclioy the past two years and has not been
identified by the state as "persistently dangerevigtiin the last two years.

3. To meet final eligibility, the school must meet state's Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP)
requirement in the 2011-2012 school year. AYP rbestertified by the state and all appeals
resolved at least two weeks before the awards @argfior the school to receive the award.

4. If the school includes grades 7 or higher, the sthst have foreign language as a part of its
curriculum and a significant number of studentgrimdes 7 and higher must take foreign
language courses.

5. The school has been in existence for five full getrat is, from at least September 2006.

6. The nominated school has not received the Bluedril8chools award in the past five years:
2007, 2008, 2009, 2010 or 2011.

7. The nominated school or district is not refusingRO&cess to information necessary to
investigate a civil rights complaint or to condadiistrict-wide compliance review.

8. OCR has not issued a violation letter of findingstte school district concluding that the
nominated school or the district as a whole hakateéd one or more of the civil rights statutes. A
violation letter of findings will not be consideredtstanding if OCR has accepted a corrective
action plan from the district to remedy the viabati

9. The U.S. Department of Justice does not have aipgsdit alleging that the nominated school
or the school district as a whole has violated aneore of the civil rights statutes or the
Constitution’s equal protection clause.

10. There are no findings of violations of the Individisiwith Disabilities Education Act in a U.S.
Department of Education monitoring report that gpplthe school or school district in question;
or if there are such findings, the state or distras corrected, or agreed to correct, the findings



PART Il - DEMOGRAPHIC DATA 12ND2

All data arethe most recent year available.

DISTRICT
1. Number of schools in the distr 0 Elementary schools (includes&-
(per district designation): 0 Middle/Junior high schools

0 High schools
1 K-12 schools
1 Total schools in district

2. District per-pupil expenditure: 923t

SCHOOL (To be completed by all schools)

3. Category that best describes the area where tlo®lssHocated: Small city or town in a rural area

4. Number of years the principal has been in her/bgtipn at this schoc 5

5. Number of students as of October 1, 2011 enroliexheh grade level or its equivalent in applying
school:

Grade |# of Males # of Females |Grade Total # of Males |# of Females |Grade Total
PreK 0 0 0 6 17 14 31

K 14 16 30 7 0 0 0

1 29 12 41 8 0 0 0

2 19 20 39 9 0 0 0

3 12 12 24 10 0 0 0

4 21 18 39 11 0 0 0

5 11 20 31 12 0 0 0

Total in Applying School: 235



12ND2

6. Racial/ethnic composition of the schc 1% American Indian or Alaska Native

0 % Asian

1 % Black or African American

0 % Hispanic or Latino
0 % NativeHawaiian or Other Pacific Islanc

98 % White

0 % Two or more races

100 % Total

Only the seven standard categories should be nseporting the racial/ethnic composition of your
school. The final Guidance on Maintaining, Collagtiand Reporting Racial and Ethnic data to the U.S
Department of Education published in the October2087Federal Register provides definitions for

each of the seven categories.

7. Student turnover, or mobility rate, during the 22101 school year: 4%
This rate is calculated using the grid below. &hewer to (6) is the mobility rate.

(1) Number of students who transferted
the school after October 1, 2010 until| 8
the end of the school year.

(2) Number of students who transferred
from the school after October 1, 2010 2
until the end of the school year.

(3) Total of all transferred students [sum oflo
rows (1) and (2)].

(4) Total number of students in the school
as of October 1, 2010

(5) Total transferred students in row (3) 0.04
divided by total students in row (4). |~

(6) Amount in row (5) multiplied by 100. Z

235

8. Percent of English Language Learners in the school0%
Total number of ELL students in the school: 0
Number of non-English languages represented: 0
Specify non-English languages:




12ND2

9. Percent of students eligible for free/reduced-priceals: 9%
Total number of students who qualify: 28

If this method does not produce an accurate estinfahe percentage of students from low-income
families, or the school does not participate inftke and reduced-priced school meals program,
supply an accurate estimate and explain how theotdalculated this estimate.

10. Percent of students receiving special educatioricss: 7%
Total number of students served: 16

Indicate below the number of students with distibdiaccording to conditions designated in the
Individuals with Disabilities Education Act. Do natld additional categories.

2 Autism 2 Orthopedic Impairment

0 Deafness 2 Other Health Impaired

0 Deaf-Blindness 3 Specific Learning Disability

1 Emotional Disturbance 5 Speech or Language Impairment

0 Hearing Impairment —OTraumatic Brain Injury

1 Mental Retardation 0 Visual Impairment Including Blindness
0 Multiple Disabilities 0 Developmentally Delayed

11.Indicate number of full-time and part-time staffmigers in each of the categories below:
Number of Staff

Full-Time Part-Time

Administrator(s) 1 1
Classroom teachers 13 0
Resource teachers/specialists

(e.g., reading specialist, media specialist, arsimPE teachers, et 3 5
Paraprofessionals 6 0
Support staff

(e.g., school secretaries, custodians, cafeteti@saetc.) 2 1
Total number 25 7

12. Average school student-classroom teacher ratibjghthe number of students in the school

divided by the Full Time Equivalent of classrooradkers, e.g., 22:1: 18:1




12ND2

13. Show daily student attendance rates. Only highashweed to supply yearly graduation re

20102011/2009201C2008200¢ 20072008 20062007
Daily student attendance 98% 98% 98% 97% 97%
High school graduationre, 0% 0% 0% 0% 0%

14.For schoolsending in grade 12 (high schoals):
Show what the students who graduated in Spring 284 Hoing as of Fall 2011.

Graduating class size:

Enrolled in a 4-year college or university
Enrolled in a community college
Enrolled in vocational training
Found employment
Military service
Other %
Total 0%
15. Indicate whether your school has previously reatadlational Blue Ribbon Schools award:

E;jNo

> Yes
If yes, what was the year of the award?



PART |1l - SUMMARY 12ND2

At the heart of the city of Thompson is ThompsoblRuSchool, which offers many opportunities for
Thompson's citizens. Whether it is a place foriéag or a place to gather for families to enjoy inals,
plays, or sports activities, Thompson is a K-12osthhat supports its staff and talented students.

Thompson School’s faculty is diverse, featuringombination of experienced teachers and recent
graduates. Thompson’s faculty has an average géars of experience, which includes 40 percent that
have worked at the elementary level for five or engears.

Elementary classrooms are self-contained, withipéao sections for each grade level. In years @ass
due to smaller class sizes, an occasional combimatass has been offered, combining two gradddeve
into one classroom.

Thompson School's mission: believes that the samost provide opportunities for all of its K-12
students to develop intellectually, socially, erantlly, and physically within a stimulating educaial
environment that recognizes the unigueness of stackent as to attitudes, interests, and abilitiess
promoting responsible citizenship within a demdcrabciety. Thompson School’s mission is “To
develop life-long learners and responsible citiZefikis mission was developed through a collabeeati
process in which focus groups, comprised of a tyadérepresentative stakeholders, met to discuss
Thompson’s strategic plan (including its missictenent and goals), and established a five-yeaseou
of action.

The leadership and staff of Thompson School engauttde maximum involvement of our parents and
school community. With strong parent and commusitgport, Thompson School is able to provide the
best possible learning and growing experiencesdostudents. During the last five years, Thompson’
stakeholders have continued to foster studentsitirand achievement of its mission through school-
based and community-wide efforts. Not only do veekrstudents’ academic performance, but also our
stakeholders continue to foster students’ discowediverse areas beyond the core to better prapare
whole student for success. For example, school-imitiatives, such as mandatory reading for thst fir
ten minutes of the day, establish the expectabogractice literacy skills, while providing the appunity
to explore new topics that are not covered in diticmal classroom.

Thompson Public School provides a research-basedwum and instructional methods that facilitate
achievement for all students. By fulfilling our msign “To develop life-long learners and responsible
citizens” we ensure opportunities for all of itsl®-students through intellectual, social, emoti@ral
physical educational experiences that recognizetiueness of each student with specific attertbon
their attitudes, interests, and abilities — therplymoting responsible citizenship within a demtcra
society. Thompson’s goals are to: ensure a safdaalthy learning environment; promote academic
excellence; support students in reaching their mami potential; develop high level thinking, problem
solving and decision making skills through implemagion of appropriate curriculum; utilization and
incorporating of technology to ensure student ghoavtd adaptation to our rapidly changing society;
educate students to become productive membergigtgoand promote the respect of self, peerstadul
and community.

Teachers and other instructional staff ensure ststperformance through a variety of means, inclgd
formative and summative standardized assessmests as the NWEA Measures of Academic Progress,
ND State Assessment, and new for the 2011-2012atuad/ear: Accelerated Reader.

Thompson Public School has upheld two goals treatbgned with the ND State Assessment: students
will achieve proficiency in reading and math. Dugrithe initial stages of the school improvement pss¢
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two teams regularly met to create building-widericutum in English-Language Arts and Math. The
math team generated guidelines that appear orchiobs website, and the English-Language Arts team
identified the need for new resources in the stahzation process. To ensure students continuest m
these goals, our faculty has continued to develompoulum maps showing vertical integration in core
areas. Within the past few years, the school heshpsed new resources for both math and Language
Arts.

The district offers a variety of programs includinglividual Educational Plans, Zeros Aren’t Pergdtt
Building Level Support Team, Extended School Progreounseling services, library services, Theater
Arts and Summer School Programs, curriculum devetoq, student and staff evaluations

and professional development, including addingRB&860 program in 2011-2012.

To ensure community and parent involvement in sitsleducation, Thompson Public School not only
provides the traditional parent-teacher commurocetinrough one-on-one conferencing, but Thompson
also provides the opportunity for parental invohegrnin educational activities during the school dag
through our Extended School Program. Other comtyumémbers provide their time to guide students
through the process of acquiring a job, whereinroomty members will model the interview process by
asking questions and reviewing students’ resumes.

At the end of the day, Thompson Public School isthpooud of its warm atmosphere and positive
learning environment that nurtures students. Byolging our mission, “To develop life-long learners
and responsible citizens” we provide a researcledasrriculum and instructional methods that featiéi
achievement for all students. To promote respoasiliizenship within a democratic society, as aleho
our school guides students in their intellectuadjal, emotional, and physical development throaigh
stimulating educational environment that recognthesuniqueness of each student as to attitudes,
interests, and abilities. We foster an environntleat promotes students’ interests and abilities by
continually expecting students to achieve to tre bétheir abilities.



PART IV - INDICATORS OF ACADEMIC SUCCESS 12ND2

1. Assessment Results;

A. The Thompson Public School uses the requirediNdakota State Reading, Math and Science
Assessment published by CTB McGraw-Hill. The Ndptikota Department of Public Instruction
supervises all activities related to the developraed implementation of the State assessment, with
consultation of the Standards, Assessments, Lepemd Teaching (SALT) Team.

State Achievement standards are identified in é@ategories of student proficiency: 1) novice, 2)
partially proficient, 3) proficient, and 4) advadcd he proficient level represents how well a stude
should demonstrate achievement within a subjegfparticular grade level. In determining Adequate
Yearly Progress the State requires that studerds the advanced or proficient levels.

The State Assessment reports overall student aamient, school achievement, district achievemeit, an
statewide achievement in terms of the four achierdratandard levels. The State has a writing téarn t
writes the narrative achievement standards thatrifbesthe characteristics of the four proficieneydls

for all content area. The ND Department of Pubigtiuction, in collaboration with CTB McGraw-Hill,
and the State writing teams, supervises settinguhgoints with the States' assessment tools.eTbats
points align with the State's achievement standarthtives. Cut-points mark numerical scale score
ranges to match the level of achievement descmbiin the achievement standards narrative.

B. The following performance trends have been ofegkin our State Assessment Data:

1. Inthe last 5 years, our math and readinfjgiency scores have been higher than the staege
proficiency scores in all four elementary gradeslsvested.

2. Inthe last 5 years, each individual ye@ling scores have been 82 % or higher in atltisted
grades in the advanced and proficient levels.

3. Inthe last 5 years, each individual yeawegh scores have been 83% or higher in all fatete
grades in the advanced and proficient levels.

4. Inthe last 5 years, grades 3, 4, and & had proficiency level of 92.6% or higher in rewyi
5. Inthe last 5 years, grades 3, 4, 5, ahav@ had proficiency level of 92% or higher in math

Because of these performance trends we have srewsidnificant losses in either math or reading,
which we feel is due in great part to rearrangaarhing staff to fit our enrollment needs.

The Thompson Elementary School has only threesoéthht subgroups used in determining Adequate
Yearly Progress, which include the economicalladisntaged, white, and students with disabilities.
each of these subgroups, Thompson Elementary Sblasahet and surpassed the achievement goals
required. Our Building Level Support Team, conagtdf lead teachers, identifies early academic
concerns with students and provides them with eatgrventions.

2. Using Assessment Results:
The Thompson Public School uses the following asseat data for our main student and school

improvement process: Northwest Evaluation Assamalifleasures of Academic Progress ( NWEA
MAP), and the North Dakota State Reading, Math, &cidnce Assessment. MAP Testing is used to help
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teachers and students prepare for the North D&ltata Reading, Math, and Science Assessment, which
is used for determining Adequate Yearly Progress.

The NWEA MAP Test is given in the fall and sprirech year to students in grades Kindergarten through
the 10" grade. After completing the MAP Testing in thd,feachers analyze the results as a baseline for
their students for that year. Teachers comparerdous spring's results of individual studentsee if

their scores had dropped over the summer. Fronb#sisline data, teachers create individual ingtmict
goals in reading, math, language and science.d.sgres are reviewed with the students to exfiain
reading level. They then choose books at eithéruasonal or challenging levels. The classroom
teachers along with our library staff placed lesit®res in our books, so students know each book

level. Also, if teachers have a lower level readitglent; they find an appropriate and interedbiogk

with a lower lexile score for that student.

NWEA provides testing data with a variety of regolass Report by RIT Score, Class Report by
Student Name, Achievement Status and Growth Tangebe Fall, Achievement Status and Growth
Summary Class Report in the Spring, Individual 8tidProgress Report, Class Breakdown by Overall
RIT Scores, Student Growth Summary Graph, GradeRey Goal Performance, and District Summary
Report by Grade. Teachers have access to all eepodt use data in their individual student and
curriculum planning. Teachers use the Individuakd®nt Progress Report for academic progress
monitoring, and the Class Breakdown by Overall RBport to implement differentiated instruction as
needed.

The Thompson Administration uses the District SumynfReport by Grade and the Student Growth
Summary Fall to Spring Reports. The District Sumyrieport by Grade allows them to see each year
how students at that particular grade level meetiban RIT by the goal performances. It providesth
with information on goal performances that are@faern and goals that represent relatively strong
performance. In turn, the administration, teachemns, support staff determine regularly if a paftécpart
of the curriculum needs to be changed. The Stu@emiith Summary Reports regularly provide the
administration and staff with information regarde@ach grade level's meeting their growth targetsii®
year.

Teachers also have access to the NWEA Tool DesCdits tool helps teachers to guide instruction
based on NWEA reports and student scores to targietiction for individual students or groups of
students. It gives them skills and concepts t@thice to students with specific RIT scores, skitid
concepts to instruct with at specific RIT scored akills and concepts to enhance students withenigh
RIT scores.

The Student Individual Progress Report is sent hiwvitee a year and teachers review the report with
parents at parent/teacher conferences. Teachtre apper elementary students also review the repor
with the students.

The North Dakota State Reading, Math and Sciensegsnent, our assessment for determining
Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP), is given duringraé¢ week window in the Fall with results generally
returned by March. The reading and math portiothefassessment is given to students in gradeng8 a
11. Only grades 4, 8, and 11 complete the SciesrcaYP.

The following reports are provided for the Northkbta State Assessment: 1) the Individual Student
Report, which presents the student's overall aehiewnt in terms of what is expected of a proficient
student and the describes achievement within eawtet standard and within the benchmarks that make
up the content standard, 2) the Summary Reporthwiriovides the number and percentage of students by
group in each of the four achievement levels, griiie&d Benchmark Summary Report, which presents the
average percentage of points correct for each atdrahd benchmark at the state, school and class
reporting levels.
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Grade level teachers meet and review the Individtadent Reports and address all proficiency levels
Teachers explain the results to their studentsvals they understand. The student's receivinghera
will also review the report at the beginning of tbBowing year to address the instructional leskthe
individual students. The report is mailed home witletter explaining the test and the proficiency
information. At parent/teachers conferences teaohér answer parent questions in regards to tla¢eSt
Assessment.

Grade level Benchmark Summary Report is givenasaigrade level teachers and other specialists to
review and compare how Thompson students perfobyediass, grade level and state in each benchmark
area. Teachers and other specialists use thignatown to help guide their curriculum and instronti

when necessary.

The Summary Report is viewed by administration staff to determine if Adequate Yearly Progress has
been met. This report not only gives us the peagenbut the number of students that did not meet
proficient levels.

Both the ND State Assessment and the NWEA Meaair@sademic Progress Assessments are used for
our school accreditation process. This past Januarsuccessfully completed our 5 year accreditation
process with AdvancEd and obtained an OperatioeatLfor the “Use of Data.”

These assessments also play a vital role in oldiBgiLevel Support Team. When teachers have a
student academically struggling, the teacher refdosig with classroom documentation, the student's
NWEA MAP and ND State Assessment results to besvesdl by the team. The school's special services
staff and counselor also use the data for acadelamming with students.

3. Sharing Lessons L earned:

The Thompson Public School uses many methods te $ssons learned with area schools. We partner
with other local rural schools to meet our profesal development goals. The elementary and high
school principals in Thompson receive input fromnestschools in developing an evaluation model. We
emphasize individualized instruction in our classng and reflect that in our evaluation model.

The REA (Regional Education Association) has beerheer useful partnership where we share ideas
with our colleagues at other schools. The REA istmtilized by teachers meeting to analyze the
Language Arts and Mathematics standards at eade ¢gael. The REA also provides a joint effort to
accomplish curriculum mapping. This allows Thompaad other schools to look at their curriculum
maps to ensure the state standards are taught acldrtess any overlaps or gaps from year to year.

Administrators at our school communicate throughdtate listserv to share information with statewid
administrators. We use the listserv to ask mangtiues dealing with effective instruction, schaceivl
technology, classroom management, and curriculuraldement.

The guidance counselor and elementary principad mnageived training with reading NWEA test scores
along with all the features that support studeatring. They have given presentations on the fise o
Dynamic Suite packages, as well as best usesxite leading scores for all the teachers in outridis

Thompson Public School has been active in presgatiour respective state conferences. Our
Superintendent has presented at the state supehantés conference on the topic of individualized
instruction and currently serves on the North Dakoouncil of Educational Leaders. Our guidance
counselor has presented at the state confereraahltess the development of career portfolios falru
schools. The Title | teacher has presented at tdréhNDakota Title | conference to address reading
strategies for students, especially the unmotivatedent.
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In conclusion, the Thompson School does a supgatioof communicating with other schools and
exchanging information to help us meet our yeadslg.

4. Engaging Familiesand Communities:

Thompson Public School believes in communicatidmben the parent, school and community, and that
the parent is vital in promoting student succes® Jchool has many different ways of communicating
with parents and the community. Junior Achievemeetysletters, Power School, the school website, and
the access channel are the most common forms ahcoimation.

Junior Achievement is a business and economicspnafit-education organization. This is one way in
which the school works closely with the businessdhe community. The businesses come into the
school to inspire young people to value free emigepbusiness, and economics to improve the gualit
their lives.

Each community member and all parents receive aosctewsletter each month. The newsletter includes
messages from the superintendent, high schoolipah&lementary principal, guidance counselor and
Title | teacher. The newsletter also has upcomainggules for all extra- curricular activities ahe t
upcoming lunch menu. Each teacher in grades Isésends home a weekly newsletter to keep parents
updated on upcoming tests, assignments, specgd plajects, and field trips. Our school website ha
electronic versions of the school newsletter andaxd information for all of our staff.

Power School is the statewide system used to kigepdance and grades. All of our students and paren
have passwords to access Power School. They caasalemch account balances and their daily progress
with assignments and grades. We also pull the deapbics and phone numbers from Power School to
send mass messages to our parents. The most cons@dor this is to alert families of school stagtin

late or being canceled because of inclement weattermhave had a lot of positive feedback from this
new form of communication.

The Community Access Channel is updated each wedkebelementary principal. All cable subscribers
in town can turn to channel three to access allanid school announcements. Information from our
newsletter is also on the access channel.

A good example of our parent involvement is the%@tendance we had at the fall parent teacher
conferences. This statistic shows how much ourmanealue education.
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PART V - CURRICULUM AND INSTRUCTION 12ND2

1. Curriculum:

Thompson Elementary School was one of the firsbaishin our area to align our language arts
curriculum with the North Dakota State standardisc&then, we have implemented the North Dakota
standards in our other core subjects. Technologla@ng a more important role in achieving success
with all students. We have a full-time technologpinator, smart boards in every classroom, an
elementary computer lab, a smart table shareddnegrK-3, computers, and sound systems in the
classrooms to facilitate the learning for all statide To enhance learning, we are able to use Think
Central (Harcourt), an online resource for readiagguage arts, and math and various other sivedied
programs, such as Discovery Education/United Stiegritype to Learn, and Accelerated Reader. Our
students have access to school/home links viactih@mot web page that can supplement the skills being
taught in their classrooms. We have also develapées computer curriculum.

Thompson offers a before and after school progreanprovides enrichment activities to supplememt ou
curriculum. One aspect of the program is HomewdtkbCOur school has a 9% poverty rate, yet 25% of
our students are involved in our Extended SchoodjRm.

In the area of reading and language arts, we addjitierent series for grades K-1 (Rigby) and 2-6
(Harcourt’s Storytown) to best meet the needs ohegiade level. Storytown integrates language arts
and reading. It provides differentiated learningwittes and leveled readers to accommodate stgdsnt
all abilities. This series includes The Six Traifd/Nriting approach to teaching writing. To helpdtnts
use the conventions of writing, we do Daily Orahgaage. One of the main focuses of Storytown is on
learning and using vocabulary. We have our studdmi#/ord of the Week to also reinforce vocabulary.
Our spelling program, Rebecca Sitton, also hasasyhemphasis on vocabulary. It stresses the aorre
spelling of high frequency words and the carry-asfethose words into the students’ writing. Our
students have library time each week. The libraniasimplemented new state standards this yeart Mos
of the books in the library have a lexile ratinglaam Accelerated Reading quiz number. Many teachers
have also added lexile ratings to their classrabmalies. To encourage reading at home, we paatieip

in Book-it Reading through Pizza Hut and we celebraading during February Reading Month.

Our Math focus follows the North Dakota state stadd. Our series (Harcourt K-6) has online resaurce
that supplement our curriculum, along with provgldifferentiated learning materials. Our school
provides many hands-on materials to aid studemidérstanding of math concepts.

In Science (MacMillan-McGraw-Hill K-6), offers omlé resources that are used for teaching or learning
activities. Supplies for experiments and activiies replenished when needed.

The national scope and sequence are followed foaB8tudies. We have updated resources for North
Dakota Studies. Weekly Reader, area newspapergrdiné resources provide learning opportunities
about current events. Leveled Readers are availab&udents in grades 1-3. Many grades use Daily
Oral Geography. Junior Achievement is part of theSocial Studies program.

Our physical education program follows a stateiculum. Walk to Win and Jump Rope for Heart are
programs we participate in. Our counselor meetslagly with each class to discuss making good
choices.

In the performing arts area, vocal music is offéregrades K-6, and band is offered toahd &'
grades. Programs are presented throughout theBleanentary Summer Theater is offered to grades 3-
6. A production is presented for the public. In ¥igual arts area, we have art instruction evergkve
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2. Reading/English:

Thompson Public School is dedicated to improvitgydicy and reading skills. In fact, it is one of ou
school wide goals. Beginning in kindergarten, we aphonics program that incorporates a brain-body
connection when learning letter sounds. Teachitigreim to decode words is an important beginning
step to learning how to read. We also stress tipelitance of tracking print in our kindergarten dinst
grade classrooms.

At the elementary level, we model good readingskiy reading out loud to our students each
day. During these readings, we demonstrate thinkiogd and have the students help make predictions
as well as make connections to the text. We usstignéng techniques and demonstrate summarization
of important ideas. Story maps and visual repregiems of main story elements are also used.

We provide a variety of literature by providinglassroom library which contains reading material to
meet all reading level abilities. We dedicate aetimreading practice each day, where the studeats
engaged in reading.

At the primary level, we use small guided readingugs, where students are grouped according to
ability. We also have shared interactive readingetivhere the students read together as a large grou
a noncompetitive environment.

To help improve reading comprehension, we use \gardes to improve sight word recognition. We also
use a word-a-week program to help improve vocapuldris year we began using an online accelerated
reader program. This program allows students toeseting goals and accumulate points for reading
comprehension quizzes. The quizzes provide immedésults and feedback.

Creative teaching techniques, such as the usdesplaying, are used in each classroom. Throughusiee
of smart boards in our classrooms we are furthker tabcreate opportunities for word practice,
vocabulary review, story element visualization, &istial story portrayal.

For those students who are struggling with readkilis, such as comprehension, we have a reading
specialist who works one on one daily with them. s offer an after school Homework Club for those
students who need extra help.

At Thompson School we believe that reading is gooirtant skill. Not only do we want our students to
be good readers, we also want our students to eagming. By using a combination of teaching
techniques, we try to provide the best readingiculrm possible and instill in our students a timee of
reading.

3. Mathematics:

Thompson Public School uses the Houghton Mifflimddart Mathematics series, which is a
comprehensive, well balanced program for our stigdi@nK-5. Grade 6 uses the sister program Holt
McDougal for a smooth transition into grade 7slaligned with the National Council of Mathematics
Standards. It satisfies each standard by providihglance of conceptual understanding, skill prerficy,
problem solving and reasoning ability, and incogbes mathematical language. The emphasis of
Thompson’s instruction is on understanding thekeyhematical ideas that underlie each standard and
on subsequently applying them to situations inay life. HMH Math sequentially develops all stilan
of mathematics. Throughout the curriculum, reasgiind higher order thinking skills are developing.

Thompson Public School improves the mathematid¢sstiflstudents who are performing below grade
level by offering a variety of experiences thatithai solid foundation in math. We offer direct
instruction, hands-on experiences, and questicskillg. Proficiency is developed through an aburgan
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of practice in a variety of ways. Learning is et through technology, games, activities, and
manipulatives. We teach students their basic thctaigh a repetition of playing games.

To help students succeed in school, Thompson tesbléd relationships with the students, teach
students how to properly self-assess, collaborétethe Title | teacher, teach math vocabulary, asel
manipulatives. A key component to success isdhelter and parents relations.

Thompson school does a variety of activities fampoting high math achievement. The students who are
performing above grade level receive activities andchment exercises from HMH Math. These
activities include a variety of multiple intellige@s such as kinesthetic, interpersonal, verbalkahg

visual, and also musical.

Assessment at Thompson Public School is fully @igwith instruction and designed to meet the needs
of all students. We assess our students by giviemta variety of ways to demonstrate understareitiag
knowledge of materials. The teachers then makeappeopriate instructional decisions.

4. Additional Curriculum Area:

In the area of science, Thompson teachers redlezartportance of helping our students developsskall
think like scientists. We want our students toifeelbng learners and have a greater choice oféutu
careers.

Children, by nature, are curious. Through the sifiersteps of observing, predicting, inferring,
communicating, investigating, and classifying, stuid are encouraged to actively search for knowledg
and understanding of scientific concepts.

Thompson'’s science curriculum is aligned with th@onal standards. In addition, each grade level's
lessons build and expand on knowledge from prewypade levels. This helps to facilitate greater
understanding of the concepts presented.

When you visit our classrooms, you might find stutdedigging for ‘fossils’, observing chrysalises
transform, building volcanoes, making models ohaalihabitats, growing plants, classifying rocks, or
waiting for chicken eggs to hatch from an incubator

Because Thompson School supports and encourageatietal field trips, students are able to take
advantage of resources in our surrounding comnami@ur students have been able to participate in
Invention Fairs with surrounding schools and nahikes/presentations at Turtle River State ParlkeyTh
have traveled to the University of North Dakota'srdspace Center, and to Fargo’s hands-on, inteeacti
Children’s Museum at Yunker Farm, the Red River,Zoul the Fargo Air Museum. All of these lend
depth to our science program and help to promgtesaion for students to learn more about the world
around them.

Being a school where K-12 is under one roof, weehthe advantage of working with middle school and
high school teachers and students. It is not uncamim see elementary students invited to a higbach
science lab to have an upper-level experiment dstrated or to a Tech. Ed. lab to have high school
students demonstrate and explain their roboticiaventions and other projects they have completed.

Thompson School’'s dedication to upgrading technotwas led to smart boards for every classroom, a
smart table, and an updated elementary computeYWabn presenting science lessons or taking virtual
field trips, these are greatly beneficial in reagtihe different interest levels and abilities of tearners.
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5. Instructional Methods;

The Thompson Elementary School has made diffeteqdtiastruction a top priority for our staff and
students. We have developed our curriculum to adigh our school improvement goals. This has long
been a strength of ours in the primary grades s&indw an emphasis in the upper elementary grades.

We accomplish this by creating centers in the pryneéassrooms that align stations with the student’
ability. These particular centers are modifiedn® ability of each group. Our Language Arts series
provides guided leveled readers to ensure thatudents are reading at their ability level progireg to
the next level. The teachers read with the studehile the other groups are at other stations petifoy
ability appropriate work. Our series gives teaclaeess to interventions for struggling students an
enrichment activities for those students who nedaktchallenged.

The math series is very similar to the Languags And has the resources available to our teachtng o
to access all teaching materials, interventiond,eamichment projects. Math seems to be the eadaesst
to differentiate because of the way the lessonstanetured. The interventions help teachers detive
material in a different way that might better sbi student’s learning style.

Language Arts and Mathematics are the two neweistssgo they make the differentiated instruction
more accessible. We expect the same approachheithther course offerings but have to be creatink a
develop the differentiated activities ourselves.

The use of technology has helped with the deliedéigssons to our students. Every classroom has a
Smart Board. All of our teachers have a new compautd one student computer. Our Special Education
Program has been the leader in incorporating thefiboth iPods and ads. These small technological
devices have been beneficial to these studentsvitr&tin small groups.

In conclusion, we feel that our emphasis on diffiéieged instruction has kept the focus on the iicidial
student and allowed us to have success when asgéissiability of our students.

6. Professional Development:

The Professional Development Plan for Thompsoni®&ahool is a collaborative effort among the
administration and teachers. The Professional Deweént Plan is led by our superintendent in
collaboration with the high school and elementaiggipals. The principals meet with the staff tpog
areas of professional development back to the Bupadent. The school provides K-12 activities &l w
as grade level specific activities depending ortdipec. The staff is provided three days befoee th
school year, one full day in mid-January, and feanly dismissals for professional development ingin

The primary focus for professional developmentlteen individualized instruction. Over the years, ou
teachers have shifted from teaching the middlel leaener to teaching each student as an individial
are able to challenge those students who have ooatean advanced level and those who have been
novice or partially proficient. The ultimate goasalways been to challenge all students to réwsaih t
maximum potential and have every student proficiergdvanced.

To further achieve individualized instruction, wavie changed the way we evaluate teachers so that th
have a better understanding of the expectatiotsaghing at Thompson Public School. There is
emphasis on PRTI training and teachers have nomeda better understanding of the role of the
classroom teacher, Title | teacher, Special Edondliepartment, and administration as it relates to
educating our students.

We have made a total commitment to the state stds@dad teach to those standards. This may have
eliminated some long standing projects or actisjtt we have to get to the point where everythiag
do serves a purpose.
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We as a school value our professional developngmbrbunities with the main goal of improving
teachers to better support student learning agd aistruction with all academic standards.

7. School Leadership:

The strength of our Thompson Elementary School &titutal programs is based in our commitment to
carry out our mission statement: “to develop Ided learners and responsible citizens.” Our |leduiers
philosophy depends on a highly trained and prodesdiy caring staff working together toward
constantly developing and maintaining quality ediocel programs that provide each individual studen
the opportunity to learn to the best of their apilOur first step is to remain committed to atgri

process that provides the very highest qualitylteescand staff who can best meet the needs oicbook
and students. We then follow an annual evaluationgss that includes semi-annual evaluations by the
School Board members of the superintendent aft@ananal review of our mission statement, district
goals and student achievement. The superintengtehtages the principals and the principals evaluate
each teacher and staff member regarding the dégredich they provide for the individual educatibna
needs of each student.

The superintendent utilizes district policies thapport our mission, as well as advice receivealiin
standing committees of administrators, teacheaff, flarents and community members to provide
budgets that ensure sufficient funding each yeardawide highly qualified teachers, excellent ctassn
materials and equipment, effective technology aedfa environment for every student.

Our principal holds the key role in guiding our e of providing the best opportunities for each
student, and he understands that our success depenide knowledge, commitment, flexibility, and
cooperation of all our staff. It is his responstiito work with staff members and professionaleaues
to identify and implement best practices and efffegbrograms. He is responsible for implementind an
monitoring key programs such as NWEA testing, cuitim mapping, Accelerated Reader, Title |
reading and math, approaches to classroom disej@imd a variety of programs to meet the social and
safety needs of our students. He is also respan&ibla thorough evaluation program that regularly
reviews teachers’ presentations, lesson plans, £aach use of student data to ensure that the oéadls
students are being met including those studentsnekd special interventions in order to succeed, as
well as those gifted students who need to be aingdie.

We constantly review our professional developmdamgto provide all our staff effective instructi@s

well as sufficient time for classroom teacherscedeeducation staff, reading specialists, courrsekand
support staff to collaborate and design lines oficmnication in order to meet the changing needsiof
students.
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PART VII - ASSESSMENT RESULTS

STATE CRITERION-REFERENCED TESTS
Grade: {Test: ND State Assessm
Edition/Publication Year: 20( Publisher: CTB McGraw Hill

Subject: Mathematics

Testing Month

SCHOOL SCORES

Proficient and Advanced
Advanced

Number of students tested
Percent of total students tested

Number of students alternatively assessed
Percent of students alternatively assessed

SUBGROUP SCORES

1. Free/Reduced-Price M eals/Socio-economic Disadvantaged Students

Proficient and Advanced
Advanced

Number of students tested

2. African American Students
Proficient and Advanced
Advanced

Number of students tested

3. Hispanic or Latino Students
Proficient and Advanced
Advanced

Number of students tested

4. Special Education Students
Proficient and Advanced
Advanced

Number of students tested

5. English Language L ear ner Students
Proficient and Advanced
Advanced

Number of students tested

6.

Proficient and Advanced
Advanced

Number of students tested
NOTES:

20@5-20
Oct

97
20
35
100

North Dakota State Assessment does not indicafeci@iocy or advanced for any sub groups of lesa ttastudents. For 200€-

2007 North Dakota DPI did not segregate sub grémpsach grade level. We have no other sub groups.
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STATE CRITERION-REFERENCED TESTS

Subject: Reading Grade: {Test: ND State Assessmi
Edition/Publication Year: 20( Publisher: CTB McGraw Hill

2010-2011 2009-2010 2008-2009 2007-2008 20@5-20
Testing Month Oct Oct Oct Oct Oct
SCHOOL SCORES
Proficient and Advanced 94 95 93 95 77
Advanced 17 45 43 33 23
Number of students tested 36 29 28 24 35
Percent of total students tested 100 100 100 0 10 100
Number of students alternatively assessed 1 0 0
Percent of students alternatively assessed 3 0 0 4
SUBGROUP SCORES
1. Free/Reduced-Price M eal /Socio-economic Disadvantaged Students
Proficient and Advanced
Advanced
Number of students tested 4 1 3 2
2. African American Students
Proficient and Advanced
Advanced
Number of students tested 1
3. Hispanic or Latino Students
Proficient and Advanced
Advanced
Number of students tested
4. Special Education Students
Proficient and Advanced
Advanced
Number of students tested 1 3 1
5. English Language L ear ner Students
Proficient and Advanced
Advanced
Number of students tested
6.
Proficient and Advanced
Advanced
Number of students tested
NOTES:

North Dakota State Assessment does not indicafecigiocy or advanced for any sub groups of lesa ttastudents. For 200€-
2007 North Dakota DPI did not segregate sub grémpsach grade level. We have no other sub groups.

12ND2
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STATE CRITERION-REFERENCED TESTS

Subject: Mathematics Grade: < Test: ND State Assessmi
Edition/Publication Year: 20( Publisher: CTB McGraw Hill

2010-2011 2009-2010 2008-2009 2007-2008 20@5-20
Testing Month Oct Oct Oct Oct Oct
SCHOOL SCORES
Proficient and Advanced 94 97 92 88 79
Advanced 47 43 33 11 8
Number of students tested 32 30 34 38 25
Percent of total students tested 100 100 100 0 10 100
Number of students alternatively assessed 1 2
Percent of students alternatively assessed 3 8
SUBGROUP SCORES
1. Free/Reduced-Price M eal /Socio-economic Disadvantaged Students
Proficient and Advanced
Advanced
Number of students tested 1 1 1
2. African American Students
Proficient and Advanced
Advanced
Number of students tested 1 1
3. Hispanic or Latino Students
Proficient and Advanced
Advanced
Number of students tested
4. Special Education Students
Proficient and Advanced
Advanced
Number of students tested 2 2 1
5. English Language L ear ner Students
Proficient and Advanced
Advanced
Number of students tested
6.
Proficient and Advanced
Advanced
Number of students tested
NOTES:

North Dakota State Assessment does not indicafecigiocy or advanced for any sub groups of lesa ttastudents. For 200€-
2007 North Dakota DPI did not segregate sub grémpsach grade level. We have no other sub groups.

12ND2
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STATE CRITERION-REFERENCED TESTS

Subject: Reading Grade: < Test: ND State Assessmi
Edition/Publication Year: 20( Publisher: CTB McGraw Hill

2010-2011 2009-2010 2008-2009 2007-2008 20@5-20

Testing Month Oct Oct Oct Oct Oct
SCHOOL SCORES

Proficient and Advanced 97 94 97 83 81
Advanced 37 61 35 24 13
Number of students tested 32 30 34 38 25
Percent of total students tested 100 100 100 0 10 100
Number of students alternatively assessed 1 2
Percent of students alternatively assessed 3 8
SUBGROUP SCORES

1. Free/Reduced-Price M eal /Socio-economic Disadvantaged Students

Proficient and Advanced

Advanced

Number of students tested 1 1 1
2. African American Students

Proficient and Advanced

Advanced

Number of students tested 1
3. Hispanic or Latino Students

Proficient and Advanced

Advanced

Number of students tested 1

4. Special Education Students

Proficient and Advanced

Advanced

Number of students tested 2 2 1
5. English Language L ear ner Students

Proficient and Advanced

Advanced

Number of students tested

6.

Proficient and Advanced

Advanced

Number of students tested

NOTES:

North Dakota State Assessment does not indicafecigiocy or advanced for any sub groups of lesa ttastudents. For 200€-
2007 North Dakota DPI did not segregate sub grémpsach grade level. We have no other sub groups.

12ND2
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STATE CRITERION-REFERENCED TESTS

Subject: Mathematics Grade: ! Test: ND State Assessmi
Edition/Publication Year: 20C Publisher: CTB McGraw Hill

2010-2011 2009-2010 2008-2009 2007-2008 20@5-20
Testing Month Oct Oct Oct Oct Oct
SCHOOL SCORES
Proficient and Advanced 95 92 89 96 83
Advanced 50 28 30 8 27
Number of students tested 30 25 37 25 34
Percent of total students tested 100 100 100 0 10 100
Number of students alternatively assessed
Percent of students alternatively assessed 4
SUBGROUP SCORES
1. Free/Reduced-Price M eal /Socio-economic Disadvantaged Students
Proficient and Advanced
Advanced
Number of students tested 3 3 4 1
2. African American Students
Proficient and Advanced
Advanced
Number of students tested 1 1 1
3. Hispanic or Latino Students
Proficient and Advanced
Advanced
Number of students tested
4. Special Education Students
Proficient and Advanced
Advanced
Number of students tested 3 2 2 2
5. English Language L ear ner Students
Proficient and Advanced
Advanced
Number of students tested
6.
Proficient and Advanced
Advanced
Number of students tested
NOTES:

North Dakota State Assessment does not indicafecigiocy or advanced for any sub groups of lesa ttastudents. For 200€-
2007 North Dakota DPI did not segregate sub grémpsach grade level. We have no other sub groups.

12ND2
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STATE CRITERION-REFERENCED TESTS

Subject: Reading Grade: ! Test: ND State Assessmi
Editior/Publication Year: 20C Publisher: CTB McGraw Hill

2010-2011 2009-2010 2008-2009 2007-2008 20@5-20
Testing Month Oct Oct Oct Oct Oct
SCHOOL SCORES
Proficient and Advanced 97 96 89 88 86
Advanced 33 28 27 12 18
Number of students tested 30 25 37 25 34
Percent of total students tested 100 100 100 0 10 100
Number of students alternatively assessed
Percent of students alternatively assessed 4 3
SUBGROUP SCORES
1. Free/Reduced-Price M eal /Socio-economic Disadvantaged Students
Proficient and Advanced
Advanced
Number of students tested 3 3 4 1
2. African American Students
Proficient and Advanced
Advanced
Number of students tested 1 1 1
3. Hispanic or Latino Students
Proficient and Advanced
Advanced
Number of students tested
4. Special Education Students
Proficient and Advanced
Advanced
Number of students tested 3 2 2 2
5. English Language L ear ner Students
Proficient and Advanced
Advanced
Number of students tested
6.
Proficient and Advanced
Advanced
Number of students tested
NOTES:

North Dakota State Assessment does not indicafecigiocy or advanced for any sub groups of lesa ttastudents. For 200€-
2007 North Dakota DPI did not segregate sub grémpsach grade level. We have no other sub groups.

12ND2
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STATE CRITERION-REFERENCED TESTS

Subject: Mathematics Grade: (Test: ND State Assessment
Edition/Publication Year: 20( Publisher: CTB McGraw Hill

2010-2011 2009-2010 2008-2009 2007-2008
Testing Month Oct Oct Oct Oct
SCHOOL SCORES
Proficient and Advanced 97 92 96 94
Advanced 52 44 32 24
Number of students tested 29 39 25 34
Percent of total students tested 100 100 100 0 10
Number of students alternatively assessed
Percent of students alternatively assessed 3
SUBGROUP SCORES
1. Free/Reduced-Price M eal /Socio-economic Disadvantaged Students
Proficient and Advanced
Advanced
Number of students tested 2 4 2
2. African American Students
Proficient and Advanced
Advanced
Number of students tested 1
3. Hispanic or Latino Students
Proficient and Advanced
Advanced
Number of students tested
4. Special Education Students
Proficient and Advanced
Advanced
Number of students tested 2 2 2
5. English Language L ear ner Students
Proficient and Advanced
Advanced
Number of students tested
6.
Proficient and Advanced
Advanced
Number of students tested
NOTES:

2005-20
Oct

85
32
31
100

North Dakota State Assessment does not indicafecigiocy or advanced for any sub groups of lesa ttastudents. For 200€-

2007 North Dakota DPI did not segregate sub grémpsach grade level. We have no other sub groups.
12ND2
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STATE CRITERION-REFERENCED TESTS

Subject: Reading Grade: (Test: ND State Assessmi
Editior/Publication Year: 20C Publisher: CTB McGraw Hill

2010-2011 2009-2010 2008-2009 2007-2008 20@5-20
Testing Month Oct Oct Oct Oct Oct
SCHOOL SCORES
Proficient and Advanced 93 87 92 82 74
Advanced 35 26 12 18 29
Number of students tested 29 39 25 34 31
Percent of total students tested 100 100 100 0 10 100
Number of students alternatively assessed
Percent of students alternatively assessed 5 4
SUBGROUP SCORES
1. Free/Reduced-Price M eal /Socio-economic Disadvantaged Students
Proficient and Advanced
Advanced
Number of students tested 2 4 1
2. African American Students
Proficient and Advanced
Advanced
Number of students tested 1
3. Hispanic or Latino Students
Proficient and Advanced
Advanced
Number of students tested
4. Special Education Students
Proficient and Advanced
Advanced
Number of students tested 2 2 2 2
5. English Language L ear ner Students
Proficient and Advanced
Advanced
Number of students tested
6.
Proficient and Advanced
Advanced
Number of students tested
NOTES:

North Dakota State Assessment does not indicafecigiocy or advanced for any sub groups of lesa ttastudents. For 200€-
2007 North Dakota DPI did not segregate sub grémpsach grade level. We have no other sub groups.

12ND2
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STATE CRITERION-REFERENCED TESTS

Subject: Mathematics Grade: Weighted Average

2010-2011| 2009-201C| 2008-200¢ | 2007-2008  2006-2007

Testing Month
SCHOOL SCORES

Proficient and Advanced 95
Advanced 46
Number of students tested 127
Percent of total students tested 100
Number of students alternatively asse: 0

Percent of students alternatively assessed 0
SUBGROUP SCORES

1. Free/Reduced-Price M eal §/Socio-economic Disadvantaged Students
8

Proficient and Advanced 10
Advanced 0
Number of students tested 10

2. African American Students

Proficient and Advanced

Advanced

Number of students tested 1
3. Hispanic or Latino Students

Proficient and Advanced 0
Advanced 0
Number of students tested 0

4. Special Education Students

Proficient and Advanced

Advanced

Number of students tested 8
5. English Language L ear ner Students

Proficient and Advanced 0
Advanced 0
Number of students tested 0
6.
Proficient and Advanced 0
Advanced 0
Number of students tested 0
NOTES:

12ND2

94

0

39
123
100

12

92

30
124
100

10

0

10

91 86
18 22
121 125
0 10 100
3 2
3 8
3 0
0
0
2 0
0 0
0 0
0 0
0
0
6 0
0 0
0 0
0 0
0 0
0 0
0 0
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STATE CRITERION-REFERENCED TESTS
Subject: Reading Grade: Weighted Average

2010-2011| 2009-201C| 2008-200¢ | 2007-2008  2006-2007
Testing Month
SCHOOL SCORES

Proficient and Advanced 95 92 92 86 79
Advanced 29 39 29 21 21
Number of students tested 127 123 124 121 125
Percent of total students tested 100 100 100 0 10 100
Number of students alternatively asse: 1 3 2 5 2
Percent of students alternatively assessed 3 3 2 4 8
SUBGROUP SCORES

1. Free/Reduced-Price M eal §/Socio-economic Disadvantaged Students

Proficient and Advanced 10 0
Advanced 0 0
Number of students tested 10 9 8 4 0

2. African American Students

Proficient and Advanced

Advanced

Number of students tested 1 1 2 2 0
3. Hispanic or Latino Students

Proficient and Advanced

Advanced

Number of students tested 0 1 0 0 0
4. Special Education Students

Proficient and Advanced

Advanced

Number of students tested 8 4 9 6 0
5. English Language L ear ner Students

Proficient and Advanced 0 0 0 0 0
Advanced 0 0 0 0 0
Number of students tested 0 0 0 0 0
6.

Proficient and Advanced 0 0 0 0 0
Advanced 0 0 0 0 0
Number of students tested 0 0 0 0 0
NOTES:

12ND2
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