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PART | - ELIGIBILITY CERTIFICATION 12NC3

The signatures on the first page of this applicatiertify that each of the statements below conogrn
the school’s eligibility and compliance with U.Seartment of Education, Office for Civil Rights (B
requirements is true and correct.

1. The school has some configuration that includesopmaore of grades K-12. (Schools on the
same campus with one principal, even K-12 schoolst apply as an entire school.)

2. The school has made adequate yearly progress eaclioy the past two years and has not been
identified by the state as "persistently dangerovigtiin the last two years.

3. To meet final eligibility, the school must meet state's Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP)
requirement in the 2011-2012 school year. AYP rbestertified by the state and all appeals
resolved at least two weeks before the awards @ergfior the school to receive the award.

4. If the school includes grades 7 or higher, the sthst have foreign language as a part of its
curriculum and a significant number of studentgrimdes 7 and higher must take foreign
language courses.

5. The school has been in existence for five full getrat is, from at least September 2006.

6. The nominated school has not received the Bluedril8chools award in the past five years:
2007, 2008, 2009, 2010 or 2011.

7. The nominated school or district is not refusingRO&cess to information necessary to
investigate a civil rights complaint or to condadiistrict-wide compliance review.

8. OCR has not issued a violation letter of findingstte school district concluding that the
nominated school or the district as a whole hakateéd one or more of the civil rights statutes. A
violation letter of findings will not be consideredtstanding if OCR has accepted a corrective
action plan from the district to remedy the viabati

9. The U.S. Department of Justice does not have aipgsdit alleging that the nominated school
or the school district as a whole has violated aneore of the civil rights statutes or the
Constitution’s equal protection clause.

10. There are no findings of violations of the Individisiwith Disabilities Education Act in a U.S.
Department of Education monitoring report that gpplthe school or school district in question;
or if there are such findings, the state or distras corrected, or agreed to correct, the findings



PART Il - DEMOGRAPHIC DATA 12NC3

All data arethe most recent year available.

DISTRICT

1. Number of schools in the distr 67 Elementary schools (includes&-
(per district designation): ___ 22 Middle/Junior high schools
29 High schools
4 K-12 schools
122 Total schools in district

2. District per-pupil expenditure: 840¢
SCHOOL (To be completed by all schools)

3. Category that best describes the area where tlo®lssHocated: Urban or large central city

4. Number of years the principal has been in her/bgtipn at this schoc 7

5. Number of students as of October 1, 2011 enroliexheh grade level or its equivalent in applying
school:

Grade |# of Males # of Females |Grade Total # of Males |# of Females |Grade Total
PreK 0 0 0 6 0 0 0

K 0 0 0 7 0 0 0

1 0 0 0 8 0 0 0

2 0 0 0 9 0 31 31

3 0 0 0 10 0 23 23

4 0 0 0 11 0 36 36

5 0 0 0 12 0 25 25

Total in Applying School: 115



12NC3

6. Racial/ethnic composition of the schc 0 % American Indian or Alaska Native

2 % Asian

90 % Black or African American

2 % Hispanic or Latino
0 % Native Hawaiian or Other Pacifiddsdel

3 % White

3% Two or more races

100 % Total

Only the seven standard categories should be nseporting the racial/ethnic composition of your
school. The final Guidance on Maintaining, Collagtiand Reporting Racial and Ethnic data to the U.S
Department of Education published in the October2087Federal Register provides definitions for

each of the seven categories.

7. Student turnover, or mobility rate, during the 22101 school year: 3%
This rate is calculated using the grid below. &hewer to (6) is the mobility rate.

(1) Number of students who transferted
the school after October 1, 2010 until| O
the end of the school year.

(2) Number of students who transferred
from the school after October 1, 2010 4
until the end of the school year.

(3) Total of all transferred students [sum of
rows (1) and (2)].

(4) Total number of students in the school
as of October 1, 2010

(5) Total transferred students in row (3) 0.02
divided by total students in row (4). =~

(6) Amount in row (5) multiplied by 100. K

4

115

8. Percent of English Language Learners in the school0%
Total number of ELL students in the school: 0
Number of non-English languages represented: 0
Specify non-English languages:




12NC3

9. Percent of students eligible for free/reduced-priceals: 65%
Total number of students who qualify: 57

If this method does not produce an accurate estinfahe percentage of students from low-income
families, or the school does not participate inftke and reduced-priced school meals program,
supply an accurate estimate and explain how theotdalculated this estimate.

10. Percent of students receiving special educatioricss: 6%
Total number of students served: 7

Indicate below the number of students with distibdiaccording to conditions designated in the
Individuals with Disabilities Education Act. Do natld additional categories.

0 Autism 0 Orthopedic Impairment

0 Deafness 2 Other Health Impaired

0 Deaf-Blindness 4 Specific Learning Disability

0 Emotional Disturbance 1 Speech or Language Impairment

0 Hearing Impairment —OTraumatic Brain Injury

0 Mental Retardation 0 Visual Impairment Including Blindness
0 Multiple Disabilities 0 Developmentally Delayed

11.Indicate number of full-time and part-time staffmigers in each of the categories below:
Number of Staff

Full-Time Part-Time

Administrator(s) 1 0
Classroom teachers 10 0
Resource teachers/specialists

(e.g., reading specialist, media specialist, arsimPE teachers, et 1 1
Paraprofessionals 0 0
Support staff

(e.g., school secretaries, custodians, cafeteti@saetc.) 4 0
Total number 16 1

12. Average school student-classroom teacher ratibjghthe number of students in the school

divided by the Full Time Equivalent of classrooradkers, e.g., 22:1: 111




13. Show daily studet attendance rates. Only high schools need tolgypprly graduation rate
20102011 20092010 20082002 20072008 20062007
Daily student attendance 95% 97% 96% 93% 91%
High school graduation re, 100% 97% 91% 82% 83%

14.For schoolsending in grade 12 (high schoals):
Show what the students who graduated in Spring 284 Hoing as of Fall 2011.

12NC3

Graduating class size: 25
Enrolled in a 4-year college or university 68%
Enrolled in a community college 24%
Enrolled in vocational training 4%
Found employment 0%
Military service 0%
Other 4%
Total 100%
15. Indicate whether your school has previously reatadlational Blue Ribbon Schools award:
o No
> Yes

If yes, what was the year of the award?



PART |1l - SUMMARY 12NC3

The Middle College at Bennett is located on theuki&d, historic campus of Bennett College in
Greensboro, a thriving metropolitan area in thel®ient region of central North Carolina. The Middle
College at Bennett has the distinction of beingahly all-female high school in the state of North
Carolina. It began in 2003 as a middle collegeiagriemale 11th and 12th grade students who were at
risk of dropping out of high school. By 2006, witte help of The New Schools Project Reform Inieti
our school expanded its populations to includea@ith 10th graders and began offering dual enrollment
With dual enrollment, students take college couasebsearn transferrable college credit as they in
high school degree. Students begin taking collegeses their 9th grade year and earn up to 24
transferrable credit hours upon completion of teeimior year.

Under this reform initiative, the school commiti&sklf to transforming the education of at-riskdstats
by incorporating instructional practices that fosteademic success, strong leadership, participator
citizenship, unquestionable character, and thésskilsucceed in higher education. Our school sféer
college preparatory core curriculum, high schoa eollege level electives, cultural field tripsdan
service learning opportunities.

Our dedication to the education of students isenegd by our numerous accomplishments that include:
2009-2010 School Year

* North Carolina State ABC Accountability “SchodlDistinction with High Growth”
* 96% Graduation Rate
* Guilford County School-Most Improved School Award

2010-2011 School Year

» North Carolina State ABC Accountability “Honorl8ml| of Excellence”

» North Carolina Association of Supervision and l@ulum Develop (NCASCD) Lighthouse Award
» North Carolina New Schools Project (NCNSP) Inrtové&inalist Award

* Anne L. & George H. Clapp Charitable and Educslorrust “Sisters in Science” Grant

» Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP) for 5 Consecuvears

* Project Ignition Service Learning Grant

* 100% Graduation Rate

Our many accolades are a result of our commitnaratll levels, to accomplishing the school’s missio
which is “to provide a nurturing environment ona@lege campus where high school female students can
maximize their academic and leadership potentfali’ vision statement reflects the strengths of our
school, which is “a rigorous academic learning camity with dedicated, highly trained, nurturing and
supportive faculty who create a culture that pregutighly motivated students willing to accept the
multi-leveled challenges that will enable them ézdme life-long learner in this ever-changing wanld
which we live.” The focus of every teacher andfstadmber is producing students with skills neeaed t

be successful in the 21st century such as criffitaking, working collaboratively, communicating
effectively, and demonstrating technological sewrance.

Students who make application to attend the sctmolke from all areas of Guilford County School
District. We have 115 students and 90 % of ouresttslare African American. To be selected a student
must have multiple risk factors which would inteegfevith their success in a traditional high school
setting. Our students are underserved in the alegpulation, academically at-risk, known to have
attendance issues, and/or be socially maladjusted.



Since its inception, our school has collaboratettt Bennett College to create a learning commuihigy t
promotes constant academic and personal growth sfudents. Many of our traditions are adaptechfro
our Bennett College Family and include such agtisins Convocatum EST, Honor’'s Convocatum, and
Academic Cultural Enrichment Series (ACES). ConwaeaEST is Latin for “first gathering” and is the
official welcoming and introduction of the incomifrgshwomen to the school family. Honor
Convocatum celebrate the academic accomplishmeniragtudents. ACES programs expose
Early/Middle College students to influential leaslguoet, actors, and authors. Past ACES speakegs ha
included Dr. Maya Angelou, Dr. Bill Cosby, Oprahmfiey, Nikki Giovanni, Reverend Jesse Jackson,
Victoria Rowell, and Terry Macmillan.

The Middle College at Bennett is the home of “dagiyoung women.” When girls enter our doors, they
must learn, embrace, and live our motto “Successti@n option, but an expectation.” Although our
expectations are high and the curriculum is rigeraur teachers provide the academic and sociglosup
necessary to foster student growth. Whether ivi®@al of encouragement or extra tutoring duringchun

or after school, staff members are available tgetpstudent achievement and accomplish the visiah
mission of our school.



PART IV - INDICATORS OF ACADEMIC SUCCESS 12NCe

1. Assessment Results;

The Middle College at Bennett participates in thatN Carolina State Accountability Model. The North
Carolina End of Course (EOC) tests are administer@deasure students’ knowledge of subject-related
concepts as outlined in the North Carolina Stan@ardrse of Study. The tests are designed to pravide
global estimate of students’ mastery of the malteria particular content area. Students enrolfethe
following courses are required to take the Northoliaa EOC tests: Algebra I, Algebra I, Biology,
English I, Physical Science, Civics & Economics] &hS. History. Student performance is reported on
four achievement levels.

Level I: Students performing at this level do navé sufficient mastery of knowledge and skillstadf t
course to be successful at a more advanced lette¢ ioontent area.

Level II: Students performing at this level demeoats inconsistent mastery of knowledge and skills o
the course and are minimally prepared to be suttdedsa more advanced level in the content area.

Level lll: Students performing at this level consigly demonstrate mastery of the course subjetitema
and skills and are well prepared for a more advaduheeel in the content area.

Level IV: Students performing at this level consigty perform in a superior manner clearly beydmat t
required to be proficient in the course subjecttenatnd skills and are very well prepared for aemor
advanced level in the content area.

The State of North Carolina has identified Levehhd Level IV as measures of proficiency in End of
Course Exams.

B. Math and English achievement data has increagexdthe past five years. 2006-07 school year: 41%
of students scored proficient in Algebra | as coragavith 67% of all students in the state and 63%lo
students in the district. 2010-11 school year: 1@%tudents scored proficient on the EOC exam as
compared with 77% of all students in the state @%b of all students in the district. This was acréase
of 59% in Algebra | at the end of the five yearcaspared with an increase of 10% in the statel@86

in the district.

2006-07 school year: 25% of students scored pesfidn Algebra Il as compared with 65% of all
students in the state and 55% of all studentsardisirict. 2010-11 school year: 77% of studentsest
proficient on the EOC exam in Algebra Il as companéth 82% of all students in the state and 72% of
all students in the district. This was an increafs82% in Algebra Il at the end of the five yeass a
compared with an increase of 17% in the state @@l ih the district.

2006-07 school year: 14% of students scored pesfidn Geometry as compared with 63% of all
students in the state and 59% of all studentsdrdistrict. 2009-10 school year: 77% of studentsest
proficient on the EOC exam in Geometry as compwaigu 82% of all students in the state and 73% bf al
students in the district. This was an increase3éb &h Geometry at the end of the four years as evetp
with an increase of 19% in the state and 14% irdisigict. The state of North Carolina did not &sse
Geometry at the end of the 2010-11 school year.

2006-07 school year: 72% of students scored pesfidn English 9 as compared with 72 % of all
students in the state and 66% in all studentseatlittrict. 2010-11 school year: 100% of studeotsex!
proficient on the EOC exam in English as compargd 81% of all students in the state and 79% of all
students in the district. This was an increaseBéb n English 9 at the end of the five years aspamed
with an increase of 9% in the state and 13% irdibtict.



The increase in proficiency in math and English b@ased on several factors. First, our math teachers
participated in Cumulative Effect, a system-widammarofessional development program. This
professional development was geared toward coktenwledge and effective teaching strategies. The
second factor that contributed to the marked irggraéa student proficiency in math and English vinzs t
use of formative assessments of learning and &snieg. Various methods of assessment were used to
drive instruction. Formative assessments were tesegtteach information, correct misconceptions tand
enrich and accelerate learning. Benchmark assessmvere administered monthly as an instructional
tool to reflect on teaching and student learning-d&&sessments were administered at the beginfiing o
each unit of study for instructional planning. Stots began to take ownership of their learnindgnag t
understood what was to be learned and were aln®tdtor their progress via self-assessments. Finall
an online individualized computer program was usegive students additional support. These strasggi
implemented with fidelity, contributed to the acate success of our students.

2. Using Assessment Results:

At the Middle College at Bennett, students are huging the North Carolina Standard Course of ystud
We also use the Guilford County Schools distriatipg guides that are aligned with the state Stahdar
Course of Study to focus our instruction. Our spatevides us with data from EVAAS (Education Value-
Added Assessment System), which produces repatpthdict student success. Student data from all
subjects are used in the predictions. During thesmof the year, students take common formative
assessment benchmark tests that are published lsgloaol district each quarter to assess students’
knowledge of the required instructional goals abgctives. These district benchmark tests are imsed
our English, math, and science departments.

The assessments are part of the Achievement Slisteist assessment program, which analyzes student
results according to the state standards, the staderage, the class average, and the districagedor
school performance. Using these results, teaclarfocus on improving understanding of a particular
objective that the entire class may show weakness ion individual student’'s weak areas. Using the
data from these assessments, teachers analyzatsstr@agths and weaknesses, and determine the next
course of action to improve student performance ekample, English and math students who have a low
or below average EVAAS predicator, along with lombelow average benchmark data, are required to
attend our school’'s Extended Learning program, Wwiovides additional academic support. In thieraft
school program, students receive more personailiidiction from the subject area teacher, andsocu
on identified weaknesses based on the formativesas®ent benchmark test data. The Extended Learning
program operates twice a week, one day for eatbatssibject area (English and math), and studeats a
provided transportation home after school. Studalsts are given a benchmark analysis document to
self-assess their progress towards mastering dlgsciAfter totaling the correct and incorrect item
according to the goals and objectives covered, stttent determines which goals and objectives she
needs help with, and writes a plan of action toashow she will get the help she needs. This agtlan

can include staying after school for remediatioaking and using flashcards, studying at home &t lea
fifteen minutes a night, or completing a remedia@ackage. Once the action plan is determined, the
student signs the action plan sheet, and takesthieir parent/guardian to sign as well. This pssds
completed each quarter, so that the student amahipaire regularly reminded of how the assessment
results are used to drive instruction for the ifdlial student. In addition to the teacher using the
assessment results, the school principal and ti@oscurriculum facilitator meet with students who
receive an Academic Referral Form from a teachideéhts who are at a “C” or below on any interim
report given in each quarter are required to havAademic Referral Form completed from the subject
area teacher. The Academic Referral Form includesubject area, the student’s interim grade, the
reasons for the student receiving the grade (adtere lack of classroom effort, incomplete/missing
assignments, etc.), actions taken by the teaclasdgist the student, and a list of strategies tsadsist

the student and whether or not the strategies heee effective.

The principal reviews each referral to determireeribxt course of action to improve the student’s
performance. Teachers keep parents informed oéstumtademic achievement through interim reports

10



and telephone calls. Each teacher keeps an upgatedt contact log that shows the purpose of the
contact, the form of contact, and notes from th&aci/conference. Teachers are required to cadintsr

if students do not return their interim reportsr®chool principal makes home telephone calls terga
via the Connect Ed system, alerting them whenimtegports are going home, and has set up a Twitter
account for parents and community members to fotlmvprogress of our schools’ academic
achievement. We also use our assessment resdiés@hoping our school improvement plan. The entire
plan is posted on our school webpage to make agtt community aware of our goals to increase
students’ academic achievement.

The Leadership Team reviews the school improveplamnt every quarter to determine the strategies that
have worked to increase school performance, andetite new strategies based on school performance a
determined by the quarterly assessment resultse@ire school’s state assessment results arespebli

in North Carolina’s annual school report card. Ensite report cards are posted on the district and
school websites for parents and the communityaavil he state report cards are also given to staden

to take home with an explanation letter from thiegpal.

3. Sharing Lessons L earned:

The Middle College at Bennett College presenteaikshop at the North Carolina New Schools Project
Conference titled “Making It Personal,” which iethelief that knowing students’ personal interesis
goals beyond the classroom environment will enhategent learning. At our high school, we provide a
nurturing environment on a college campus whereferigh school students can maximize their
academic and leadership potential. With that fomgsshared strategies on “Making It Personal” as it
pertains to the relationship with our higher ediacapartner, Bennett College. Through our continued
relationship and commitment to excellence, ourestitgishared in a variety of programs and events tha
highlighted their many gifts and accomplishmentshsass the “Convocatum EST,” “Sisters in Science,”
“Save a Girl ... Save a World,” and the “Promise Geoay.”

* “Convocatum EST” - a program where the presidémennett College welcomes and greets
individually ALL new incoming freshwomen and upmasswomen to the campus along with the newly
matriculated college students at the beginnindpeffall and spring semesters.

» “Sisters in Science” - experiential laboratorymmaship program between Bennett College LSAMP
(Louis Stokes Alliances for Minority Partnerships)d the Early /Middle College. LSAMP scholars
mentor Early / Middle College students who arergdged in science, technology engineering, and math
(STEM) fields.

» “Save a Girl ... Save a World” — mentor programtedson the historic campus of Bennett College. Our
students attend a weekend retreat on campus amwased in the Bennett College Honors Dormitory.
Professional female leaders from all over the Uh8eates (mentors) are paired with our students and
Bennett College students (mentees). Each mentdg@éeto assist mentees with tutoring, academic
assistance, college readiness and career prepadatiaddition, mentors serve as role models to the
respective mentees.

* “Promise Ceremony” — a program that celebrategeachers’ promises to students and parents as wel
as the students’ and parents’ promises to our $ctMmhold this ceremony because we believe our
school is a family. Families make promises and lealch other accountable for keeping them. Our
students are honored with white pearls as a syofbblonesty, faith and purity.

After sharing our strategies with more than 10Msthat the conference, we challenged them to gk ba
and implement at least one of our “Making It Peedbideas at their school and higher educationnart
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4. Engaging Familiesand Communities:

Because engaged families are informed familiesMidelle College at Bennett strives to keep families
informed of all aspects of our school. An automa&ephone system is used to inform families of
student absences, upcoming events and other rél@waauncements. Monthly parent meetings are
organized around specific topics. A recent parezgting combined a potluck meal along with the
opportunity for parents to meet with area colleggresentatives. Other successful parent meetings ha
featured information about community resourcedegel application information, general information
about helping students succeed in high schoolcanterence time with individual teachers. Interim
reports from all classes are sent home every thesks. If reports are not returned with a parent’s
signature, teachers make personal contact witpahent. Teachers must communicate directly with
parents of students whose academic performanessshan proficient. Teachers submit parent contact
logs to school administration quarterly.

Parents are strongly encouraged to take advantage district's new Parent Academy, which provides
parent workshops on numerous topics and also al@anents to access online information about their
individual students’ grades, current assignmemd,atendance.

Our school counselor is available to parents andliiss to assist with a range of concerns, inclgdin
array of information about the college applicatwocess. The school social worker is also available
assist families in overcoming obstacles to acadamnicess.

Because our school draws students from acrossitire school system, we define community differgntl
than schools with a fixed attendance zone. Ceptainé community of which we are a member is Bennett
College, on whose campus we are located. Benndidgécstudents serve our students as mentors and
tutors. Our students have participated at the gelteday care center, most recently sponsoringdest
book drive for the day care’s children. Studens® glarticipate in many college-sponsored programds a
the college lecture series.

The local chapter of the national service orgaromaflThe Links, Inc., has worked very closely wailr
students. This service organization has contribsiguificant amounts of time to provide invaluable
experiences and information to our students.

During the 2010-11 school year, our school recetvgdant from State Farm Insurance and the National
Youth Leadership Conference to develop a safedeeimg project. A local television station, cityré
Department, other system high schools, and commonganizations worked with our students to
implement this project.

12



PART V - CURRICULUM AND INSTRUCTION 12NC3

1. Curriculum:

The Middle College at Bennett envisions a rigoracademic learning environment that produces highly
motivated students willing to accept the multi-ledechallenges that will enable them to becomédolife
learners. We offer courses in all content areaghwvare rigorous and yet, targets the personalaatsy

to our community of learners.

The science curriculum is aligned with the N.C. N&ethools Project and Universal Design for learning
philosophies, ensuring that all students graduaitege and career ready. Students practice obgectiv
analysis of the world while also gaining experiendth critical 21st Century skills such as collaaiore
group work, higher order questioning, and modechrelogy use.

We offer Algebra 1, Honors Algebra 2, Honors Geomeind Advanced Functions and Modeling. We
design our curriculum to be rigorous and providewdedge and skills for our students to be succéssfu
and contributing members in the 21st century glelsgahomy. Our math curriculum prepares our students
for upper level math courses in high school, ineg®, and in their chosen careers.

Our Foreign Language program is set up to providaynopportunities allowing all learners in the
classroom to participate and to achieve the instial and behavioral goals of general educatibalsb
provides means for demonstrating understandingatiunk beyond the common modes of reading and
writing.

The social studies discipline provides our studeiitis three major pathways to reach the goals of ou
mission statement. In the words of our studentgpmnects classroom knowledge with real world
experiences; allows us to learn to be leadersumystg leaders of the past and present; and requs¢o
learn new ways to read, discuss and study.” Imthry layers of collaborative learning we fosteoim
classrooms, our students learn to think, to symtbheto convince, and to debate. We know our missio
and we exercise every opportunity to help our sttglmaximize their academic and leadership potentia
and make sure they are college and career ready.

The English department is unique in its offeringr@ny English electives. Students have the oppitytun
to take electives such as, speech and debatecuoiultal literature, SAT prep, and creative writing
Students also have the privilege of taking Engtistirses offered by Bennett College. The college
courses offer the students rigorous instruction@ybrtunities to earn college credit.

Visual and performing arts allow students to leaoout tone, voice, quality, pitch and projectioongj
with viewing art in the areas of film and dramageTdrts build and foster peer relations while sttglen
interact and provide service to their school angmaoinity. Students become the arts as they act and
perform for various school and community functiombjch in turns enhance their academic
performance.

Our fitness club focuses on total fitness; of thednbody, and soul. Students researched seveuiakto
this year. For the spring semester, the fitneds islyproviding our student body with healthy tifdge will
focus on dressing for the changes in weather nip@iitance of drinking enough water, and also the
benefits of adding fiber to our diets.

Technology is incorporated into every curriculume Welieve that technology enhances student legrning
student engagement, and achievement. Classrooreg@ipped with numerous teaching tools: SMART
Boards, computers with Internet access, EImo vigtegdenters, and LCD projectors. Laptops and iPods
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are available for teacher-student usage as needausfruction. Technology and computer assisted
teaching and learning are integral components opmgram of studies.

In our effort to continually prepare 21st centwegirhers, college and career readiness activitees ar
integrated fluidly into our curriculum. Studentsenéaily in their advisor/advisee classes to discus
varying grade specific topics, such as, financiz@eness, post-secondary options and resourcegrcar
interest inventories, goal setting, and activitiest encourage ways to become highly effective and
engaged students. The counselor conferences widkrs individually to determine possible course
selections and various academic extension acsyitmeluding summer programs, internships, andystud
abroad.

2. Reading/English:

Our English curriculum allows students to developnultiple ways. Students practice the college and
career skills of reading literary and informatioteatts, writing, and speaking daily. Each course al
provides focused instruction in these areas. Stadefine their reading comprehension skills in lstg
I, English lll, SAT prep, and multicultural litexae. These courses challenge students to hone their
analytical skills and require students to demomstaa understanding of literature from diverse
perspectives, genres, and time periods. Engliahdicreative writing provide students with oppoities
to improve their writing skills. Pairing these cees allows the English teachers to provide sustaine
writing practice for an entire year. Students gcacvarious writing styles including both fictionénon-
fiction writing; they compose fairytales, comic lkspshort stories, and persuasive and exposit@ayss
Finally, students gain instrumental speaking astghiing practice in English IV and speech and d@ebat
courses. In English IV, students use their cumaatiigh school courses to compose and execute a
graduation project. The course culminates in agmtasgion before a panel of judges. In their
presentations, students explain and defend the#areh and express the stages of their self-directe
projects. While enrolled in speech and debateigpaaints practice formal and informal debate styles
compose speeches, and learn to assess themseWel as others in the area of speaking well.

Teachers facilitate learning for students by enggaghem in seminar-type discussions and literacy
groups. Scaffolding and collaborative groups arenp@ent fixtures in the classrooms. Teachers
challenge students with questions from the higleests of Bloom's Taxonomy. In addition to
demonstrating research skills and producing filaggrs and projects, students use technology to
compose and edit video explaining major themesirels and use Web 2.0 technologies to compose
short works, review vocabulary, and share theireustdnding of literature.

The English curriculum promotes literacy in eaclit®tourses. Students read canonical literature,
contemporary selections, and news articles andralg. Students are also given opportunities fuar
self-selected readings during their English ingtaunc This allows students who are above gradd mve
opportunity to challenge themselves beyond classnostruction. Students who need added support in
reading are paired with peers to supplement tieaiding instruction. Peer tutors provide feedback fo
students and assist with vocabulary developmendthame been assigned to various English courses to
support struggling students on a weekly basis.

3. Mathematics:

In compliance with the State Board of Educationelial Standards for Math, The Middle College at
Bennett offers Algebra 1, Honors Algebra 2, Horeeometry, and Advanced Functions and Modeling.
Algebra 1 continues the study of algebraic concépiscludes operations with polynomials, creatéord
application of linear functions and relations, &lgec representation of relationships in geometng
introduction to nonlinear functions. Students elein Algebra 1 must achieve level 3 or 4 on arCEO
exam to meet the high school graduation requirement

Honors Algebra 2 continues students’ study of aigielconcepts including functions, polynomials,
rational expressions, systems of functions andualities, and matrices. Students are expected to
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describe and translate graphic, algebraic, numiadtilar, and verbal representations to solve probl
Emphasis is placed on practical applications andeinag.

Honors Geometry continues students’ study of gesmedncepts, building upon middle school topics.
Students move from an inductive approach to dedeictiethods of proof in their study of two- and dire
dimensional geometric figures. Reasoning skillseenphasized and students will broaden the usesof th
coordinate plane.

Advanced Functions and Modeling provides studeiits avdeeper study of modeling and applying
functions. Home, work, recreation, consumer isspeslic policy, and scientific investigations arées
areas where students learn to apply these concepts.

As a Middle College, we are fortunate to meet @andampus of Bennett College. Our math students who
successfully complete the courses we offer havepipertunity to enroll in college courses that dev

both high school credit and college credit. Théegm level courses our students are taking in @d.2
2012 school year are College Algebra B, Finite Mathtics, and Pre-Calculus.

Our math classes are equipped with Prometheanr8ysiecluding interactive teacher-student
ActivSlates and ActiVotes. We also have accesartd,use on a daily basis, laptop computers and
software applicable to subject areas, TI-84 gragphalculators, and iTouch devices. Appropriate
technology, from manipulatives to graphing calauato application software, is used regularly for
instruction and assessment.

Extra tutoring sessions are offered for students mded to improve their skills in mathematics. Vifero
one-on-one peer tutoring, AmeriCorps tutors foistasce, working lunch sessions with the teacher fo
extra help, and an after school extended learniogram designed to strengthen the diagnosed
weaknesses of the individual student.

4. Additional Curriculum Area:

World Cultures and Humanities is a social studlest&e at the Middle College at Bennett that pdes

a strong interdisciplinary foundation while alstoaling students the opportunity to focus their stsd

The goal of this course is to help students fumciivan increasingly global and technologically adsed
world. For students to become leaders in this elilanging society, they must be taught the impoganc
of examining the values, beliefs, and traditionsthier cultures. Through World Cultures and
Humanities, students learn how connections betwakuares have existed for centuries, but in modern
times have become increasingly diverse. Studerttisrclass are taught how to become productive
citizens and to understand themselves as bothithdils and members of a group. Students are rejuire
to use a variety of acquired skills to foster indial and cultural identity. World Cultures and
Humanities further develops students’ reading c@im@nsion and writing ability. Additionally, student
learn how to analyze primary source documentsderoo identify, understand, and work to solve the
problems facing our diverse nation. World Cultueies Humanities teaches students the differing rfles
various social sciences and provides them witlogmortunity to complete assignments by paying speci
attention to how a particular social scientist vabapproach or analyze the topic of study. It isrfigsion
and vision of our school that our students acdepntulti-leveled challenges that will enable them t
become lifelong learners in the ever-changing wiorlthich we live. World Cultures and Humanities
epitomizes our mission by producing knowledgealileens who can understand their place in a
culturally diverse, democratic society in an indegent world.

5. Instructional M ethods:

The Middle College at Bennett instruction is supmated using the N.C. New Schools Project (NCNSP)
set of common instructional strategies. Theseegjres are formally referred to as the Common
Instructional Framework (CIF), and support designgiples to ensure that all students graduategrezp
for work and college. The CIF includes Collaborat&roup Work, Writing to Learn, Questioning
Strategies, Scaffolding Texts, Classroom Talk, laitetacy Groups. Teachers use these instructional
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methods in their classrooms on a daily basis, ant teacher is observed by the NCNSP Instructional
Coach for additional support. All teachers’ lesptans reflect the instructional strategies in tHeN$P
CIF. Our principal also has a list of Instructiohadn-Negotiables that teachers must adhere to when
planning their lessons. These include the followstgdents are engaged in learning; essential iQués}
posted; checking for student understanding; thimlskills; and the teacher as a facilitator of lézgn
These strategies ensure that students are workiagvhole group, small groups, and individually
throughout the class period as teachers are mogtimstruction. Although all teachers are using @iF
strategies, instruction is still modified to enshigh levels of student achievement. For exampke GIF

of Writing to Learn in a math class may mean sttslare able to explain in their own words why the
formula makes sense. Whereas, in an English dastents may effectively use quotes or other evieen
from the text in their response to a written promvge are fortunate to have AmeriCorps tutors whokwo
with individual students during class time to sg#men the diagnosed weaknesses in a specific $ubjec
area. If a student does not perform well on argassent, the student is given the chance to SOAR
(Student Opportunity for Academic Revision) to itoye her academic performance. Parent permission is
required to SOAR, so they have knowledge of thdesitis performance. All of our classes are equipped
with either a Promethean ActivBoard or an e-Beastesy. The e-Beam is a technology tool that turns
any flat surface into an interactive area. Thisitetogy is widely used in our district to engage an
interact with students on all grade levels andiculum areas. Students also use laptops and ilRods i
classes to gather pertinent research material ginsavers to teachers’ and their own inquiries,tand
develop or publish class projects. All of thesehmnds give our students ownership in their learning.

6. Professional Development:

As a part of the New Schools Project, our schoslddopted the Common Instructional Framework
(CIF) which guides our bi-weekly professional dexghent workshops. The CIF is built on powerful
teaching and learning strategies that actively gagair students in their learning and prepare thoem
college readiness and the world of work. In additiaur team engages in in-house rounds. We give eac
other feedback on implementing our teaching stresegnd receive advice on how to continuously
improve our teaching practice.

Each workshop is led by our curriculum coach andimnouse curriculum facilitator. Prior to our
adoption of the CIF, our test scores did not réflee dedication, energy, passion, and effort dliat
students and team were employing. In other worédsyere working very hard but it did not show in our
student’s learning and test scores. Once the ertira adopted the CIF framework, we noticed that
students were engaged, took responsibility forrtbwin learning, and their test scores started frave.

For example, to help our students improve theitimgiskills, we have employed the strategy of daily
quick-writes. This has impacted our students’ admeent as reflected on the state 10th grade writing
exams. Our students passed with 100% proficienay pofessional development further integrated
quick writes with the focus on moving from low stakto mid-stakes to high stakes writing as we
continue to prepare our students for college aadnibrld of work.

Our district’s professional development has focusedtandards-based grading. With the help of
consultant Ken O’Connor, all schools in our distattended his workshop focused on grading and
making a paradigm shift in our grading practices thaditionally hindered student achievement. Base
upon the lessons learned from the workshop, owdcehen created a committee and a rolled out daub
used in the district that grades students based oastery of content versus how high their testesco
are. Focusing on mastery of content has duallytedastudent morale and student achievement. In
addition, we also graded students on communicatdls, social skills, work ethic, and collaboratio
Developing these are 21st century skills neededdbiege readiness and the world of work is our
primary mission.
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7. School Leadership:

The principal of the Middle College at Bennettlie teader of our school. Our principal, who conside
herself a servant leader, has served in this dgpfacithe past six years. During her tenure, skelbd
our school to cultivate a culture that signifieghhexpectations for all students and staff. Helogbphy
of excellence in academics, leadership, charaatel service is exemplified in our school’s visioa
mission. Our school’'s motto states: Success isina@ption, but an expectation.

As an instructional leader, our principal consiiteprovides resources, support, and directiorttier
school community. As a resource provider, she @ssilvat teachers have the needed materials,
equipment, and facilities to perform their workeStupports the day-to-day instructional activites
programs by modeling desired behavior and condlgtgives priority to instructional concerns. She
communicates clear goals aligned with the schoni&sion and vision and articulates these goalkeo t
entire school community through a variety of media.

Our school has two standing teams that govern trk &t our school. Our School Improvement Team
(SIT) focuses on instructional initiatives assamibtvith powerful teaching and learning which indap
professional development, curriculum, and instarctiThis team develops policies and procedureshwhic
affect the day to day operation and school climat&. meets regularly to monitor our progress orosth
goals. Based on evidence from a variety of souam#jsstments may be made to our strategic platheit
end of each semester, the SIT analyzes studenirgattata, student and parent perceptual data, and
process data to make informed decisions on polanesprocedures at our school. Our School Support
Team (SST) primarily focuses on events that hapogside of the classroom. However, these events
highly impact student’s leadership, service andctieracter development tenets of our mission and
vision.
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PART VII - ASSESSMENT RESULTS

STATE CRITERION-REFERENCED TESTS

Subject: Mathematics Grade: 1(Test: Geometry EO
Edition/Publication Year: NC D.P Publisher: NC D.P.I.
2010-2011 | 2009-2010,  2008-2009  2007-2008  20@G-20

Testing Month May May May May
SCHOOL SCORES

Level lll and Level IV 77 33 14 14
Level IV 11 9 0 0
Number of students tested 35 33 14 21
Percent of total students tested 100 100 100 100
Number of students alternatively assessed 0 0 0 0
Percent of students alternatively assessed 0 0 0 0
SUBGROUP SCORES

1. Free/Reduced-Price M eals/Socio-economic Disadvantaged Students

Level Il and Level IV 76 16 14 9
Level IV

Number of students tested

2. African American Students
Level lll and Level IV

Level IV

Number of students tested

3. Hispanic or Latino Students
Level Il and Level IV

Level IV

Number of students tested

4. Special Education Students
Level lll and Level IV

Level IV

Number of students tested

5. English Language L ear ner Students
Level Ill and Level IV

Level IV

Number of students tested

6.

Level lll and Level IV

Level IV

Number of students tested
NOTES:

We do not have the specific number of studentedeist the subgroup economically deprived nor ddesee the number of
students who scored only at Level IV. The stath@fdid not test Geometry in the 2010-11 school year

12NC3
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STATE CRITERION-REFERENCED TESTS

Subject: Mathematics Grade: 1. Test: Algebra Il EO(
Edition/Publication Year: NC D.P Publisher: N.C. D. P. I.

2010-2011 2009-2010 2008-2009 2007-2008
Testing Month May May May May
SCHOOL SCORES
Level Ill and Level IV 77 92 47 28
Level IV 6 0 0 0
Number of students tested 61 24 17 7
Percent of total students tested 100 100 100 0 10
Number of students alternatively assessed 0 0 0 0
Percent of students alternatively assessed 0 0 0
SUBGROUP SCORES
1. Free/Reduced-Price M eal /Socio-economic Disadvantaged Students
Level Ill and Level IV 72 92 62 0
Level IV
Number of students tested
2. African American Students
Level lll and Level IV
Level IV
Number of students tested
3. Hispanic or Latino Students
Level Il and Level IV
Level IV
Number of students tested
4. Special Education Students
Level lll and Level IV
Level IV
Number of students tested
5. English Language L ear ner Students
Level Ill and Level IV
Level IV
Number of students tested
6.
Level lll and Level IV
Level IV
Number of students tested
NOTES:

20@5-20
May

25

12
100

12

We do not have data for the number of economialyrived students who scored specifically at LéVeior do we have the

number of students in this category who were tested
12NC3
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STATE CRITERION-REFERENCED TESTS
Subject: Mathematics Grade: ¢Test: Algebra | E.O.C
Edition/Publication Year: State D Publisher: State DPI

2010-2011 2009-201C 2008-2009 2007-2008
Testing Month May May May May
SCHOOL SCORES
Level Il and Level IV 100 100 42 54
Level IV 22 30 7 5
Number of students tested 18 13 28 37
Percent of total students tested 100 100 100 0 10
Number of students alternatively assessed 0 0 0
Percent of students alternatively assessed 0 0 0
SUBGROUP SCORES
1. Free/Reduced-Price M eal §/Socio-economic Disadvantaged Students
Level Ill and Level IV
Level IV
Number of students tested
2. African American Students
Level lll and Level IV
Level IV
Number of students tested
3. Hispanic or Latino Students
Level Il and Level IV
Level IV
Number of students tested
4. Special Education Students
Level Il and Level IV
Level IV
Number of students tested
5. English Language L ear ner Students
Level Il and Level IV
Level IV
Number of students tested
6.
Level lll and Level IV
Level IV
Number of students tested
NOTES:

20@5-20
May

41

29
100

The Middle College at Bennett is 98% African Amaric Our subgroup data is the school as davimoEnglish 9 and Algebra

12NC3
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STATE CRITERION-REFERENCED TESTS
Subject: Reading Grade: ¢{Test: English 9 E.O.
Edition/Publication Year: NC State C Publisher: State DPI

2010-2011 2009-201C 2008-2009 2007-2008
Testing Month May May May May
SCHOOL SCORES
Level Il and Level IV 100 100 75 86
Level IV 40 26 21 16
Number of students tested 30 23 36 37
Percent of total students tested 100 100 100 0 10
Number of students alternatively assessed 0 0 0
Percent of students alternatively assessed 0 0 0
SUBGROUP SCORES
1. Free/Reduced-Price M eal §/Socio-economic Disadvantaged Students
Level Ill and Level IV
Level IV
Number of students tested
2. African American Students
Level lll and Level IV
Level IV
Number of students tested
3. Hispanic or Latino Students
Level Il and Level IV
Level IV
Number of students tested
4. Special Education Students
Level Il and Level IV
Level IV
Number of students tested
5. English Language L ear ner Students
Level Il and Level IV
Level IV
Number of students tested
6.
Level lll and Level IV
Level IV
Number of students tested
NOTES:

20@5-20
May

72
16
25
100

The Middle College at Bennett is 98% African Amaric Our subgroup data is the school as a wholaghigh 9 and Algebra I.

12NC3
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STATE CRITERION-REFERENCED TESTS
Subject: Mathematics Grade: Weighted Average

2010-2011| 2009-201C| 2008-200¢ | 2007-2008  2006-2007
Testing Month
SCHOOL SCORES

Level Ill and Level IV 82 86 39 41 28
Level IV 9 10 6 3 0
Number of students tested 79 72 78 58 62
Percent of total students tested 100 100 100 0 10 100
Number of students alternatively asse: 0 0 0 0 0
Percent of students alternatively assessed 0 0 0 0 0
SUBGROUP SCORES
1. Free/Reduced-Price M eal §/Socio-economic Disadvantaged Students
Level Il and Level IV 0 0 0 0 0
Level IV 0 0 0 0 0
Number of students tested 0 0 0 0 0
2. African American Students
Level lll and Level IV 0 0 0 0 0
Level IV 0 0 0 0 0
Number of students tested 0 0 0 0 0
3. Hispanic or Latino Students
Level Il and Level IV 0 0 0 0 0
Level IV 0 0 0 0 0
Number of students tested 0 0 0 0 0
4. Special Education Students
Level lll and Level IV 0 0 0 0 0
Level IV 0 0 0 0 0
Number of students tested 0 0 0 0 0
5. English Language L ear ner Students
Level Il and Level IV 0 0 0 0 0
Level IV 0 0 0 0 0
Number of students tested 0 0 0 0 0
6.
Level lll and Level IV 0 0 0 0 0
Level IV 0 0 0 0 0
Number of students tested 0 0 0 0 0
NOTES:

12NC3
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STATE CRITERION-REFERENCED TESTS
Subject: Reading Grade: Weighted Average

2010-2011| 2009-201C| 2008-200¢ | 2007-2008  2006-2007
Testing Month
SCHOOL SCORES

Level Ill and Level IV 100 100 75 86 72
Level IV 40 26 21 16 16
Number of students tested 30 23 36 37 25
Percent of total students tested 100 100 100 0 10 100
Number of students alternatively asse: 0 0 0 0 0
Percent of students alternatively assessed 0 0 0 0 0
SUBGROUP SCORES
1. Free/Reduced-Price M eal §/Socio-economic Disadvantaged Students
Level Il and Level IV 0 0 0 0 0
Level IV 0 0 0 0 0
Number of students tested 0 0 0 0 0
2. African American Students
Level lll and Level IV 0 0 0 0 0
Level IV 0 0 0 0 0
Number of students tested 0 0 0 0 0
3. Hispanic or Latino Students
Level Il and Level IV 0 0 0 0 0
Level IV 0 0 0 0 0
Number of students tested 0 0 0 0 0
4. Special Education Students
Level lll and Level IV 0 0 0 0 0
Level IV 0 0 0 0 0
Number of students tested 0 0 0 0 0
5. English Language L ear ner Students
Level Il and Level IV 0 0 0 0 0
Level IV 0 0 0 0 0
Number of students tested 0 0 0 0 0
6.
Level lll and Level IV 0 0 0 0 0
Level IV 0 0 0 0 0
Number of students tested 0 0 0 0 0
NOTES:

12NC3
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