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PART | - ELIGIBILITY CERTIFICATION 12KsS

The signatures on the first page of this applicatiertify that each of the statements below coricgriie
school’s eligibility and compliance with U.S. Depaent of Education, Office for Civil Rights (OCR)
requirements is true and correct.

1.

10.

The school has some configuration that includesoomaore of grades K-12. (Schools on the
same campus with one principal, even K-12 schoolst apply as an entire school.)

The school has made adequate yearly progress eaclioy the past two years and has not been
identified by the state as "persistently dangerovigtiin the last two years.

To meet final eligibility, the school must meet 8tate's Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP)
requirement in the 2011-2012 school year. AYP rbestertified by the state and all appeals
resolved at least two weeks before the awards @argfior the school to receive the award.

If the school includes grades 7 or higher, the sthwst have foreign language as a part of its
curriculum and a significant number of studentgrades 7 and higher must take foreign language
courses.

The school has been in existence for five full getrat is, from at least September 2006.

The nominated school has not received the Bluedilgrhools award in the past five years:
2007, 2008, 2009, 2010 or 2011.

The nominated school or district is not refusingRo&cess to information necessary to
investigate a civil rights complaint or to condadlistrict-wide compliance review.

OCR has not issued a violation letter of findingshte school district concluding that the
nominated school or the district as a whole haktgd one or more of the civil rights statutes. A
violation letter of findings will not be consideredtstanding if OCR has accepted a corrective
action plan from the district to remedy the viabati

The U.S. Department of Justice does not have aipgidit alleging that the nominated school or
the school district as a whole has violated onmarre of the civil rights statutes or the
Constitution’s equal protection clause.

There are no findings of violations of the Indivadsiwith Disabilities Education Act in a U.S.
Department of Education monitoring report that gpplthe school or school district in question;
or if there are such findings, the state or distras corrected, or agreed to correct, the findings



PART Il - DEMOGRAPHIC DATA 12KS5

All data arethe most recent year available.

DISTRICT
1. Number of schools in the distr 3 Elementary schools (includes&-
(per district designation): 1 Middle/Junior high schools

1 High schools
0 K-12 schools
5 Total schools in district

2. District per-pupil expenditure: 785€

SCHOOL (To be completed by all schools)

3. Category that best describes the area where tlo®lssHocated: Small city or town in a rural area

4. Number of years the principal has been in her/bgtipn at this schoc 5

5. Number of students as of October 1, 2011 enroliexheh grade level or its equivalent in applying
school:

Grade # of Males # of Females |Grade Total # of Males |# of Females |Grade Total
PreK 0 0 0 6 0 0 0

K 0 0 0 7 0 0 0

1 0 0 0 8 0 0 0

2 0 0 0 9 79 82 161

3 0 0 0 10 83 68 151

4 0 0 0 11 71 59 130

5 0 0 0 12 84 86 170

Total in Applying School: 612



12KS5

6. Racial/ethnic composition of the schc 0 % American Indian or Alaska Native

0 % Asian

1 % Black or African American

6 % Hispanic or Latino
0 % Native Hawaiian or Other Pacific Isider

88 % White

5% Two or more races

100 % Total

Only the seven standard categories should be nseporting the racial/ethnic composition of your
school. The final Guidance on Maintaining, Collagtiand Reporting Racial and Ethnic data to the U.S
Department of Education published in the Octobe2087Federal Register provides definitions for each
of the seven categories.

7. Student turnover, or mobility rate, during the 22101 school year: 4%
This rate is calculated using the grid below. &hewer to (6) is the mobility rate.

(1) Number of students who transferted
the school after October 1, 2010 until | 11
the end of the school year.

(2) Number of students who transferred
from the school after October 1, 2010 13
until the end of the school year.

(3) Total of all transferred students [sum of2 4
rows (1) and (2)].

(4) Total number of students in the school
as of October 1, 2010

(5) Total transferred students in row (3) 0.04
divided by total students in row (4). |~

(6) Amount in row (5) multiplied by 100. Z

603

8. Percent of English Language Learners in the school1%
Total number of ELL students in the school: 3

Number of non-English languages represented: 1
Specify non-English languages:

Spanish



12KS5

9. Percent of students eligible for free/reduced-priceals: 20%
Total number of students who qualify: 119

If this method does not produce an accurate estinfahe percentage of students from low-income
families, or the school does not participate inftke and reduced-priced school meals program,lgupp
an accurate estimate and explain how the schoolledétd this estimate.

10. Percent of students receiving special educationces: 12%
Total number of students served: 72

Indicate below the number of students with distibdiaccording to conditions designated in the
Individuals with Disabilities Education Act. Do natld additional categories.

2 Autism 0 Orthopedic Impairment

0 Deafness 11 Other Health Impaired

0 Deaf-Blindness 43 Specific Learning Disability

6 Emotional Disturbance 4 Speech or Language Impairment

0 Hearing Impairment —OTraumatic Brain Injury

6 Mental Retardation 0 Visual Impairment Including Blindness
0 Multiple Disabilities 0 Developmentally Delayed

11.Indicate number of full-time and part-time staffmigers in each of the categories below:

Number of Staff
Full-Time Part-Time

Administrator(s) 3 0
Classroom teachers 31 9
Resource teachers/specialists
(e.g., reading specialist, media specialist, arsimJlPE teachers, et 1 4
Paraprofessionals 6 0
Support staff
(e.g., school secretaries, custodians, cafetatizsaetc.) 16 1
Total number 57 14

12. Average school student-classroom teacher ratibjghthe number of students in the school

divided by the Full Time Equivalent of classrooradkers, e.g., 22:1: 18:1




12KS5

13. Show daily student attendance rates. Only highashweed to supply yearly graduation re
20102011 20092010 20082002 20072008 20062007
Daily student attendance 95% 95% 949, 94% 96%
High school graduationre,  97% 98% 98% 99% 99%

14.For schoolsending in grade 12 (high schoals):
Show what the students who graduated in Spring 284 Hoing as of Fall 2011.

Graduating class size: 13E

Enrolled in a 4-year college or university 43%
Enrolled in a community college 40%
Enrolled in vocational training 5%
Found employment 5%
Military service 5%
Other 2%
Total 100%

15. Indicate whether your school has previously reatadlational Blue Ribbon Schools award:

E;jNo

> Yes
If yes, what was the year of the award?



PART |1l - SUMMARY 12KS5

Basehor-Linwood High School is a rural school ledgust west of Kansas City comprised of students
from two communities: Basehor and Linwood. At jager 600 students we have a mix of students whose
families have lived in the area for multiple getieras and those who have moved to the area more
recently. Our community is desirable to familiesdngse residents have the opportunity to live imalls
community while still commuting to work in the lamgmetropolitan area. “Building a Tradition of
Excellence,” BLHS’s mission statement, guides agisions and actions. Expectations are high fdn bot
students and staff and we work as a school comgtminake sure everyone has the opportunities & me
those expectations.

A tradition of excellence in academics and extraicular activities is a foundation for our suceess
Students have consistently excelled on the Kantsds 8ssessments. Each year we have continued to
increase our scores from the previous year, everedsave reached the upper 90%. We challenge each
class to do better than the previous class, andhéiee met that challenge every single year. Banner
celebrating our consistency in reaching Standaigixgkllence in Reading and Mathematics hang in the
sports foyer for everyone who visits BLHS to s@e2011, we received the Governor's Achievement
Award, which honors schools scoring in the top 5%he state. This past year, we also made a cattert
effort to increase our ACT scores; in one yearravged our composite score by 1.1 points. Eachwear
talk with freshmen about the importance of finighiigh school and students sign a "Commitment to
Graduate" banner, which hangs in the locker comnagresreminder of their commitment. Local
newspapers and television stations have covereahdimy successes of our students. Recently, we were
chosen as the local Wendy's Cool School of the Weethe great non-athletic events going on in our
school, such as our anti-bullying and communityiserefforts.

Teachers and students at BLHS have also been rieedgor their accomplishments at both the state an
national level. Two-thirds of the staff holds maistelegrees and one is currently working on hisoladt
degree. This past year, one of our English teachassnamed one of three Kansas Teacher of the Year
Semi-Finalists for her outstanding work in the stagm. In 2011, a BLHS health teacher won the natio
Major League Baseball Play Healthy Award, whichhhights one teacher/coach nationwide who
effectively influences students to choose healtinyg-free lifestyles. A creative writing studenteatly
won a silver medal in the National Scholastic Artl&Vriting Awards, which took him all the way to
Carnegie Hall. Students in Forensics and Debate repeatedly qualified for the State Tournamest; la
year we had a Forensics student qualify for NateimaOriginal Oratory. Additionally, our vocal and
instrumental music students consistently earn supetings in competition. These are only a feaerd
examples of how students and staff members at B&x¢8l.

Located in our building is also the district’s Wial School Program, which serves an additionalli§b
school students as well as students of all ages BHsehor-Linwood Virtual School (BLVS), which
started in 1998, was the first Virtual School ie 8tate of Kansas. BLVS provides a quality edunatio
choice to students who, for their own unique andqmal reasons, need an alternative to traditional
schools. Students from BLHS and other schools adtesstate take advantage of our virtual school’s
credit recovery program, working with certified ¢ears to earn credit for courses in which they were
previously unsuccessful. Since the Virtual Schediaused in the high school, there is also an dppity
for BLHS students to mentor and tutor virtual sdrsiadents.

Students and community members take great pritteéngs going on both in and out of the classroom.
Whether it is members of Gold Pride serving brestkéach year to welcome new staff members or a very
active Booster Club and Education Foundation wiserunds each year to provide scholarships and
grants, the support from the community for our ediomal and extra-curricular traditions is
immeasurable. Last year community groups provided2D0 in local scholarships. Over 200 community
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members take an active part in educating studgnislonteering to be mentors through our Youth
Friends program. Through high expectations ang@ois and relevant curriculum, we work together
with the community to ensure students excel bo#mith out of the classroom.



PART IV - INDICATORS OF ACADEMIC SUCCESS 12KSS

1. Assessment Results;

At Basehor-Linwood High School, we have high stadddor both students and staff. Performance on the
Kansas State Assessments is one of the tools w® nseasure whether or not we are meeting our high
expectations. In Kansas, students are requireakadssessments in Reading, Mathematics, Sciemte, a
History. Students are required to take these sssds by a certain time during their High Schaoker

and schools are able to determine the appropiiatetd test students under Opportunity to Learn

(OTL). Student scores then place them in one ef éategories: Exemplary, Exceeds Standard, Meets
Standard, Approaches Standard, and Academic War8etwing at the Meets Standard level is considered
proficient, while scoring at the Exceeds Standad Bxemplary levels is considered advanced. Ower th
past five years at BLHS, we made a shift from ekipgestudents to score at a proficient level tarisgpat

an advanced level.

Therefore, reaching Standard of Excellence is aeetation. Five years ago when our new principalea
on board, she challenged us to reach this levelnéxt year we reached Standard of Excellencetim bo
Reading and Mathematics. We have continued to r8tantdard of Excellence every year after in
Mathematics and most years in Reading. To reacletie of Standard of Excellence we must have at
least 15% of students score in the Exemplary cayemud at least 40% of tested students scorehereit
Exemplary or Exceeds Standard for mathematics @#el & tested students score in these categories for
reading. We continually increase our goals and etgpiens for ourselves, and we continue to meetethe
goals.

In monitoring student performance on Kansas Assessnwe work with students who physically attend
Basehor-Linwood High and students who are enraflealir District’s Virtual School

Program. Assessment data for students enrolledrivistual School Program is included with district
data for each particular grade level. When repgriissessment data, the percentages reflect scores
combined from both groups of students.

Over the past five years we have consistently imgai@mur reading scores. In 2006-2007, only 82%uof o
students scored Meets Standard or above on theaK&eading Assessment and 51% were scoring in the
top two categories. We began to look at what wédcda to push capable students past the minimum
requirement of Meets Standard to the Exceeds Stamidd&Exemplary categories. We used MAP
(Measures of Academic Progress) and Kansas ReAdsgssment data to determine which students
needed additional support and we continued to &sgr@wcademic rigor in our English courses. By & n
school year, 2007-2008, our reading scores incte@s®@2% meeting standard or above. We continued to
challenge students and teachers and provide stdgéhtadditional support, and over the next thyears
continued to raise our Reading Assessment scoeg gear. In the 2010-2011 school year, we
approached 100% of our students scoring Meets &tdrodt above on the Kansas Reading Assessment
with 99.4% of our students hitting the mark and6é4.of our students scoring in the top two

categories. Three out of the past five years, choal has met the level of Standard of Excellence i
Reading.

Over the past five years we have also consisténilyoved our mathematics scores. In 2006-2007, only
82% of our students were scoring at the Meets Standvel or above on the Kansas Math Assessment,
and only 38% of our students were scoring in tipetten categories. The BLHS mathematics department
discussed ways to push students past the minimguoireznent. We used assessment data to determine
which students needed additional support, teadreeded Problems of the Day to review standards, an
we began to take advantage of OTL. We startechtgstudents after they mastered the content negessa
to be successful, which we felt was after theysfieid Algebra I, Algebra Il, and were currently dieabin
Geometry. By testing students when they had theogpiate progress in math, we found we were able to
9



dramatically shift the levels at which our studemé&e scoring. By the 2007-2008, school year 90%uof
students were scoring at the Meets Standard lenehbove and 49% were scoring Exceeds Standard and
Exemplary. By the 2010-2011 school year, 97% ofstudents were scoring Meets Standard or above and
58% were scoring Exceeds Standard or Exemplaryr (beepast five years we have shifted the percent o
students scoring in the top two categories by 28#tce implementing these steps, we have contirmed t
reach Standard of Excellence in Mathematics.

For the past four years, the percent of studemisrgrat the Meets Standard level or above has been
consistently above 90% in both reading and mathemaur continued success on the Kansas
Assessments has been a combined effort from swidedtteachers as we strive to “Build a Traditibn o
Excellence” for our students, staff, and community.

2. Using Assessment Results:

BLHS faculty regularly reviews assessment datanBuee that we are providing a quality educatiorofar
students and to ensure students are meeting tlgndddearning targets and leaving BLHS college and
career ready. We use a variety of assessment piackgling Kansas State Assessments, ACT, MAP, as
well as formative and local assessments, to glidelécisions that will impact student learning.dghsn
data trends, we have developed school-wide andmepatal SMART Goals to meet the learning needs of
our students.

Teachers use information from the various assedsmeguide course placement for students, identify
students’ strengths and weaknesses, and guidewurri changes. Results are used to determine if
students need additional support or if a studentilshbe encouraged to take an Honors course. Suppor
classes that we offer are Standards Math, Stan@amglssh, Learning Strategies, and Bobcat
Transitions. Students work on mastering areasndat improvement. These students are in smaller
classes and have found improved success and coofideith the content. Teachers also use data to
determine if students need additional assistandeglour advisory time, and to guide ninth graderse
placement and determine if students need any addiltsupport to ensure a successful transitiongio h
school.

Students enrolled in our virtual school are inctideour assessment reports, so we monitor thegrpss
and make necessary interventions. Several timdsyear, we have tutorial sessions where virtual
students come in to work with teachers on mastetifigrent standards. If necessary, we also proelgti
enroll students in our online Standards Math ordReacourses to provide additional support. Dua to
recent shift in how the state calculates graduatides, the high mobility of our virtual studengised our
graduation rate to drop to 72.8%. However, 97.3%twdents who physically attend BLHS

graduate. Graduation rates are an area of focusuforirtual program.

In analyzing data, one trend that we were condigtenhappy with was our downward ACT scores. For
several years, we were slightly behind the avekayesas ACT score. Scores are published in the local
newspapers and comparisons are made between hosdssdVe decided that this was an area we needed
to focus on improving. During in-services and timeur Professional Learning Communities (PLC) we
focused on how to improve our ACT scores. Weawed content-specific ACT benchmarks, attended
ACT Readiness workshops, modified our curriculuradd honors courses to increase rigor, and began
offering evening ACT review sessions and a mock ATHis past year our composite ACT score rose 1.1
points, even though we had not yet fully implemdrea# of our strategies. We expect to see continued
gains in this area.

Access to data and understanding assessment fiesstsential to student success. Students arelsia
know how they performed on standardized assessrandte/hat their scores mean. When teachers
conference with students individually about tharfprmance on MAP and Kansas State Assessments, we
discuss strengths and weakness, trends in theiatdag performance, and what expectations we fawve
them on future assessments. Counselors conferatitstudents about their progress on standardized
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assessments, such as the PLAN and ACT. Parenstaahehts also have access to course progress and
individual assessment data online through Skywdwdng parent-teacher conferences, and with sermeste
and year-end report cards.

Assessment information is also shared with commjatékeholders in various ways. Both the school and
district websites contain information about compmscores as well as information explaining various
assessments. The local newspaper regularly cdwermctidemic achievements of our students. We also
share assessment results with our Site CouncikdBafsEducation, and patrons through our district
newsletters, which are distributed through e-madl available online. The Kansas State Department of
Education also publishes assessment results fiaaas Schools through Building Level Report Cards
which allow patrons to access a wealth of assedsamelhdemographical information about the school.

It has also become a tradition to share our acaxlenticesses at a school-wide academic awards dgsemb
each spring. At this assembly, we share succeszeslie Kansas State Assessments, ACT, and

PSAT. We also challenge each class of sophomomsgpass the previous class on their Kansas
Assessment during the next school year. Every sipedr, they have lived up to that challenge and
continue to surpass the scores of the class bafgalso highlight many other academic achievemaints
our students which are not directly associated aitlassessment score. At the assembly, we haw@seni
sign letters of intent to further their educatiopatsuits with various post-secondary opportunitisr
students enjoy being recognized for their accornpients, knowing that we truly care about making sur
they are successful and are proud of them for ekcegeur expectations.

3. Sharing Lessons L earned:

The staff of Basehor-Linwood High School is contitaworking on learning and sharing new teaching
strategies to implement in the classroom. Many awstuctors recently attended workshops on the
Kansas Common Core Standards (KCCS). During thesksivops, teachers visited with other schools
about their implementation process and sharedtéips shat BLHS was taking. These teachers returned
and shared information learned about the KCCS adtleagues in the district as we continue to atign
curriculum to the KCCS.

Last year, one of our Language Arts teachers wageda semi-finalist for the Kansas Teacher of the
Year. During this school year, she has the oppuyttm visit the other nominees’ schools, as welhast
the other nominees, sharing the many strategiegrgms, and activities that make BLHS strong in
academics.

Teachers from neighboring school districts havéadswith the Health and Wellness teacher about the
outstanding facility and wellness programs that Blivhs developed. There are currently 275 students
enrolled in a Strength and Conditioning Coursehe Participation in the summer wellness from 2055 w
a high of 292 students, an average of 238 studsety day and 162 students that did not miss a
session. The summer wellness program had 15 gesigatve as interns to help facilitate the

workouts. Currently there are on average 20 stydehb arrive early and participate in the morning
wellness program and an additional 140 studertsairevening. This speaks to the dedication of tidé s
and students of BLHS.

During the 2011-12 school year, the Multimedia kemdas implemented and developed iMBobcat TV
productions. He and his students have developelicmédrvice announcements and shared them on
YouTube channel. The students are seen taking Vai#age at various BLHS events during the school
day and in the Basehor-Linwood community.

Many opportunities are given to staff members &spnt to other schools within the district. Durihg
fall of 2011, two math teachers and our buildinthteology specialist presented and facilitated websi
design and conducted a session on how to impletherRromethean technology into the
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curriculum. Teachers regularly collaborate withesthuildings to share resources and programs émat ¢
be beneficial in classrooms across the district.

4. Engaging Familiesand Communities:

One of the reasons Basehor-Linwood is successadademics and extra-curricular activities is beeau
of the strong family and community support. Variauganizations throughout the community are agivel
involved in our school. The local VFW gives presdions each year to allow students to reflect an ou
nation’s history. Over 200 community members am glathe Youth Friends mentoring program. These
individuals are paired with students to provideoaifive role model and mentor.

BLHS continues to improve methods of communicatidme Skyward grading system is used to keep
parents informed on their student’s academic peréorice, attendance, and lunch account

information. BLHS staff uses this program to serebsages, keeping parents updated on the day-to-day
operations of the school. Many teachers use clabsites as a way to keep students and parentsnador
and aware of the classroom expectations and aefivileachers, counselors, and administration roati

to keep the lines of communication open throughikmpiaone calls, and individual conferences.

During each school year, BLHS holds “Back to Schwight”, two Parent Teacher Conference Days, a
Curriculum Fair, and an Academic Awards assemblhys allows time for the families and community
members to learn more about the daily activities @erformance of their students and a time to cateb
in their accomplishments.

In recent years, the BLHS Student Council has speas‘Mix-it-up at Lunch Day.” During this event,
community members, other district employees, andllbusiness people are invited to join the BLHS
student body at lunch to encourage students tdifdequestion, and cross social boundaries. Tihig t
gives students a chance to visit with other stuglant community members in a casual environment.

The BLHS Site Council is a group of teachers, adstiators, parents, students, and community members
who meet monthly to discuss ways to improve th@scbommunity. Site Council provides a forum to
discuss and maintain open lines of communicatidhénareas of district operations, building proggam
curriculum, and facility environment. In additiom $ite Council, the BLHS Booster Club is a voluntee
group of parents who are strong supporters of a8 activities: academic, athletic, and extra-cuiar.

The Booster Club has purchased graphing calculatashovels for the math and English departments,
installed audio speakers in all classrooms, spewisitre league Math Competition, provided meals to
many of the athletic teams, and awarded annualadips to graduating seniors, among other
contributions.
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PART V - CURRICULUM AND INSTRUCTION 12KS5

1. Curriculum:

BLHS teachers are continually re-evaluating ouriculum to ensure students are being challenged and
individual needs are being met. Students have tfifesrent curriculum paths to receive a diplomacte
requiring 28 credits. We recently added honors sesim mathematics, science, and history to inereas
rigor. We also have 6 approved Career Pathwaysdore students are college and career ready. Gourse
are aligned to the Kansas Standards, ACT Standandsare in the process of being aligned with the
Common Core Standards.

Students are required to take four years of Engtiggfraduate. The English curriculum challengedestits
to be effective writers, readers, and communicat®esiors have the opportunity to dual enroll with
Donnelly College in Kansas City, Kansas, for Conijpms | & Il credit through Honors English IV or an
evening course. Students can enroll in a variefgraflish electives, and explore another languagritin
French or Spanish courses, including a collegeitc&nish class.

BLHS students must take a minimum of three yearsathematics to graduate. Students to earning
Kansas Board of Regents State Scholar distinctiast eomplete four years of mathematics with attleas
one course beyond Algebra Il. The mathematics esurse designed to make students college and career
ready. Rigor and higher-order thinking skills am®@isg components of the curriculum. All mathematics
courses beyond Algebra Il are offered for dual itred

Students are required to take three credits oheeiéor graduation. Science classes incorporate/ man
hands-on investigations and are moving toward iygp@sed labs. Students earning the Kansas Board of
Regents State Scholar distinction must take PhySicglents are guided to make the connections betwe
the conceptual or mathematical models and realdnagplications. Students have the opportunity ke ta
College Chemistry for dual credit.

Students are required to take three Social Studezsts to graduate. The Social Studies curriculum
provides students with the opportunity to learnutiopics such as current and historical events,
democracy, economics, geography, psychology, acidlegy. The Social Studies curriculum incorporates
many current events and speakers, making histahygawernment relevant. Students also have the
opportunity to take College US History or Collegevérnment for dual credit.

The Performing Arts department continues to extehirious competitions and performances. Our band i
continually recognized for excellence in ensemini@ solo performance at the district and state level
Students take music courses such as Marching/Qddard, Jazz Band, Orchestra, Choir and Music
Appreciation. Students put on several productispstlighting the performance abilities studentsuareq

in their music, Drama, Set design and Speech ceugtadents in our Industrial Technology classéis he
to build sets for theatrical productions and corgpteher projects around the district and community

BLHS adopted the Project Lead the Way (PLTW) Cufum in the fall of 2008. Through five courses in
this project-based pre-engineering curriculum, shisl create, design, build, collaborate and solve
problems using math and science.

BLHS students have a variety of PE offerings, sakfroundations of Physical Education, Health,
Strength and Conditioning, Team Sports, and Lifetkitness. Students learn various ways to maimatain
healthy, fit lifestyle. Physical education is yémportant to our students; over 60% of studergs a
enrolled in a PE course.
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The Visual Arts curriculum provides students oppoities to work with two- and three-dimensional art
forms. Students also have the opportunity to ledout digital photography, web-page design,
multimedia, and broadcasting.

Despite being a small school, BLHS prides itselfffering a wide range of courses to meet the @stsr
of students. Our curriculum challenges studentspaodides opportunities to students to be collegt a
career ready.

2. Reading/English:

The English language arts curriculum at BLHS hateogone an overhaul in the last five years. The
BLHS English department has spent many hours ddlootation time analyzing the content addressed in
each course in the areas of Reading, Writing, Meicsaand Usage, and Research, eventually coming up
with a vertically aligned curriculum which scaffslgkills at the appropriate grade level and in the
appropriate course. Additionally, the English dépant has taken a reflective and critical look at
curriculum, using the diary mapping system to idgrand rectify areas that need improvement. We are
now in the process of building a rigorous, engagamgmnplete curriculum which addresses both Common
Core State Standards and ACT indicators througixafmeading literature, both fiction and non-fast,
authentic writing experiences, and practice inaedg speaking, and listening.

The English language arts curriculum at BLHS inelsid variety of course offerings for students of
varying ability levels. An honors-level course feoed at every grade level for students who wish t
become stronger readers and writers through thierexipn of more difficult fiction and non-fictiotexts

and writing assignments which require the use giéi level thinking and composition skills. In the

senior year, students have two options for colt@gdit English courses: Honors English IV is oftéfer

dual credit or a weekly night class. For studertts ¥all below grade level in reading (as evidenogd
formative MAP testing or performance on the KarStade Assessments), we offer Standards English and
a basic Reading course, which focus on identifnd improving each student’s individual weaknegses
reading fluency and comprehension. Standards Bnlgdis proven highly successful, as students who
would have previously fallen below standard onKhesas State Assessments are consistently meeting o
exceeding standard.

Furthermore, aside from these required creditgifaduation, the English department offers a vaoéty
electives to appeal to students who enjoy readimigvaiting and want to further expand their edumain
those areas. Students can take several coursesiibroductory and advanced) in Creative Writing,
Forensics, Drama, Debate, Speech, and IndividubRasading. Students who enroll in these courses
receive even more practice in critical readingakimg, writing, speaking, and listening skills.

The English department provides students a varigaorous curriculum to ensure students are camegr a
college ready upon graduation.

3. Mathematics:

Students at BLHS have the opportunity to take &taof mathematics courses during their high sthoo
career. Mathematics teachers began the proce$igmifig the curriculum to the Common Core standards
this school year. As freshmen, students are plecéthebra A, Algebra |, Geometry, or Honors
Geometry; many students continue to take advane@dematics courses such as Trigonometry, Pre-
Calculus, College Algebra, Statistics, or Calculstsidents have the opportunity to take any of the
advanced mathematics courses for dual credit thraygartnership with Donnelly College in Kansag/ Cit
Kansas. Students who struggle with mathematics tieveption of taking Algebra | over two years and
then moving back into the traditional path of Gebgnand Algebra 1l or taking our Concepts of Geampet
course. Teachers also saw a need to challengenssuaifore they took a dual credit course so thgt p
year Honors Geometry and Honors Algebra Il couvgare added to continue to increase rigor.
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Teachers continually monitor students’ progresadgs, and assessment scores to determine if course
adjustments need to be made to either challenderstsior provide assistance. Students who are dbehin
and at risk for not being successful on their Karidathematics Assessment are placed into a Stasxdard
Math class in addition to their regular mathematiess. In Standards Math, students work on masteri
mathematical topics with which they struggle. Teashalso work with students during advisory time to
provide additional content support. Teachers usdestt course work along with assessment scores to
determine when is the best opportunity for studemtake their Kansas Assessments. With OTL our
advanced students take their Kansas Assessmeithh@srénth or tenth graders, while students on a
traditional path wait until their junior year.

Mathematics teachers use various resources toeegsgidents are successful in mathematics. Teacbkers
slates, clickers, document cameras, computersgramdhing calculators to keep students engagedcim ea
lesson. Students learn topics in mathematics thrgugup activities and projects, problem solving,
collecting and analyzing data, and guided and dirstruction. Math teachers have also developdg da
problems to review topics related to the KansateStad ACT Standards. Some of our lower-level math
courses are co-taught with special education teachdditionally, paraprofessionals are placedurses
where extra student support is needed. Math teacheet weekly to discuss curriculum, lesson idaad,
student needs or concerns.

4. Additional Curriculum Area:

The BLHS PE curriculum teaches students aboutdlckdround of sports, health, fithess, and lifetime
well being through a variety of courses. Studesdsri about sports and activities, health and fénegics,
and strategies for lifelong wellness. All of theseirses work towards students developing a self-
commitment to leading a healthy lifestyle.

In Individual and Team Sports, students teach aspait to his/her peers. The student teacheskitis,
rules, strategies, and sport-specific drills todtaess. Students learn to develop and implement a
tournament bracket or sport-specific competitiord atudents gain hands-on officiating experience by
learning how to officiate or referee a game.

In Health students are exposed to a variety ofthealcupations and experiences through guest spgeake
from the metropolitan area. Students gain handsxperience in regard to athletic training, first;ai
CPR/AED certification, the human brain, and phyisibarapy. Students are exposed to health
professionals or community members who have knogdexhd experience with drug abuse, consequences
of drinking and driving, prison, disease, HIV/AID&ting violence, abusive relationships, and natura
disasters. Students have the opportunity to witaadsarticipate in dissections of various animal

organs. Students also choose non-profit chariupport by collecting items from the student body,
advertising the charity, or recruiting people totiggpate in some type of fundraiser or fundraisawgnt.

In Strength and Conditioning courses, students krainvledge of nutrition and how it relates to sharid
long-term wellness. Students participate in a waeé functional activities, which allow them to
understand movement science and anatomy/physiclaggepts. Fitness and nutrition gains are tracked
over a seven-year span, from sixth grade througtiugtion. Students who choose to take this path wil
work through four levels of classes, culminatingw8&C 4, which is tied to Anatomy and

Physiology. The goal is to pique the interest aflshts who have the desire to work in health fields

In our Lifetime Fitness course students learn hmaréate and implement a fitness/activity plan @aver
period of four weeks. Students keep a personad#ifournal for 16 weeks and track flexibility, BMI
body fat, height, weight, cardiovascular enduraaoe, body measurements. Students are exposed to
cardio-machines, circuit training, and motivatiosahtegies. Students also have the opportunifgach
or act as a “student” personal trainer. The stuglsrgearch trends and fitness concepts and apeilced
to professionals in health fields.
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5. Instructional Methods;

Student achievement and success is the goal ohBakéwood'’s instructional strategies. During the
2010-11 school year, raising the composite ACTe&aas a goal. Improving these scores became a major
focus for building in-service, collaboration, angpdrtmental time. Representatives from each depattm
attended an ACT session, and we began to devadtamdor improving our ACT scores. Teachers in the
core areas reviewed the ACT standards and develoagsito increase student achievement. In addition
the ACT prep course, we began to offer an eveni@d Rrep session each semester. Students were also
given the opportunity to participate in mock ACHBttday, where they would come in on a Saturday
morning, take a practice test, and talk about tgirerience and results with teachers and coussélbrs

was a beneficial exercise for many students, asuleee able to experience taking the ACT withoet th

high stakes.

The continued implementation and development oe€aPathways has also given students a way to
challenge themselves, while also preparing for thutiire. Currently, there are six approved pathsiténat
BLHS students can pursue: Construction, Family &n@wnity Services, Finance, Design & Pre-
Construction, Web & Digital Communications and &cee, Technology, Engineering & Mathematics. We
have proposed four additional pathways for nexbstiear, but are awaiting their approval. BLHS ha
agreements with Kansas City Kansas Community Cel{ggCKCC) for “articulated” credit for all career
pathways. When a student completes three credipathway, they are determined to be a
“Concentrator”. After taking 15 credit hours at KCC, concentrators are awarded credit for specified
courses. These pathways encourage and preparetsttm@ursue their education after high school.

The staff at BLHS is motivated to implement diveirsgtruction and teaching methods into their
curriculum. Some of these methods are the usellgbleene polls, movie- maker presentations, ingouc
websites for lessons and information, Goodreadzidsgon board, and the co-teaching model. Teachers
have shared their strategies with FCCLA State Leshile, KEEN Conference, Milken Educators, Kansas
Teacher of the Year Finalists, and Kansas Worldglage Association. Additionally, teachers have
worked to implement honors courses in each ofdhbie ¢ore subjects in order to increase rigor agtidri-
order thinking.

6. Professional Development:

We have worked diligently over the past few yearsriplement the Professional Learning Community
(PLC) model into our Professional Development paogr Our staff members have collaborated weekly to
make this process successful. We have taken ay@of many professional development opportunities
provided by the district to increase knowledgeeiaching strategies, curriculum, communication, and
technology. We are continuously working towards gbal of becoming a fully recognized PLC school.

Our core departments meet at least once weekligtoisk curriculum, alignment of standards, and what
they are doing in their classrooms in regardsdching strategies. This has allowed our teaclodoggin
integrating the new Common Core State StandardshendCT College Readiness Indicators in their
curriculum. One of our school improvement goals teaisicrease our ACT scores, which were
consistently just below the state average. Aftekintathis a focus of our professional development a
teacher collaboration, our scores jumped 1.1 poextseeding the state average. We also routinaely se
teachers to the ACT workshops put on by the KaBsate Department of Education, allowing them
opportunities to become more comfortable and kndgdable with the ACT indicators, which in turn
results in classroom instruction that better prepatudents for life after graduation.

In August 2011, Dr. Marcia Tate was brought indo@ate our entire district on brain-based reseanch

teaching strategies. Collaboration and in-seririoe is routinely spent on reviewing and sharingsth

strategies, along with those from Robert Marzafs.of the 2011 school year, teachers have begun to

participate in peer observations and discussiotis @gch other to discuss the variety of instruetion

strategies they are using in their classrooms.alse have developed a new technology committee avhos
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purpose is to look at resources and new ideasuiostaff. We structure many in-service days around
technology integration and 2 Century skills, which students and teachers nedxe tsuccessful.

At BLHS, we are ultimately focused on student l&zgn As a staff, we developed our school
improvement goals based on the needs of studevsunderstand that learning is a life-long process

we want our students to be both College and C&eady when they graduate. Our collaborative
approach to professional development has helpedtodents become successful in many areas and has
continued to charge our staff to reach their teagpiotential.

7. School Leadership:

The administration at Basehor-Linwood High Schaad b philosophy that is based on open
communication, collaboration, and student succ®isared-decision making, a high level of expectation
and the willingness to learn are all trademarkhefadministration. The administration is focusadhe
fundamentals of the Professional Learning Commumibglel, school improvement, and holding the
teachers, staff, and students accountable for megqdheir highest potential both in and out of the
classroom.

One of the goals of the administration is to alktakeholders help make decisions within the schdu.
administration works with the PLC Facilitators, aiiis a group made up of a teacher from each core
department and one elective teacher. They assighvieloping, implementing, and structuring authenti
and engaging in-service/collaboration days withgiaff, while at the same time maintaining the ®oun
student learning. They also assist in addressingaras and questions from their fellow staff meraber
The principal is also involved with our Site Counaihich consists of classroom teachers, students,
parents, and community members who discuss vaeweaists, concerns, and accomplishments and give
feedback on these items.

Teachers are recognized as the experts in thaeisrdams. Administration has worked to give teacties
proper amount of time to work on developing curticw to best support student achievement. Teachers
are given various training opportunities for leaghdifferent teaching strategies, as well as tine t
collaborate on how to best implement these straseqgi

Additionally, the administration continues to foaustechnology improvement and integration. A
technology committee has been developed to determiirat the technological needs of the high school
are and to focus on giving teachers and studeatgetihnology and training they need in the clagartm
be successful. Our goal is to provide studentsstaffiwith the 23 century skills they need to be
successful members of our global society.

The BLHS administration provides a consistent ngssa all stakeholders that academic success is
important. This message, along with the work ofstadf, provides a culture for our students to be
successful. High expectations, supported profeasubevelopment, open communication, and a focus on
student learning are all approaches the adminstrédkes to help ensure high achievement and
success. Our administration makes sure that we @anel “Building a Tradition of Excellence” in allexdo

at BLHS.
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PART VII - ASSESSMENT RESULTS

STATE CRITERION-REFERENCED TESTS

Subject: Mathematics Grade: 1. Test: Kansas State Math Assessr
Edition/Publication Year: 20( Publisher: KSDE

2010-2011 2009-2010 2008-2009 2007-2008
Testing Month Nov Nov Nov Apr
SCHOOL SCORES
Meets Standard & Above 98 95 92 90
Exceeds Standard & Exemplary 59 51 47 50
Number of students tested 169 143 156 131
Percent of total students tested 100 100 97 929
Number of students alternatively assessed 5 2 2
Percent of students alternatively assessed 3 1 1 3
SUBGROUP SCORES
1. Free/Reduced-Price M eals/Socio-economic Disadvantaged Students
Meets Standard & Above
Exceeds Standard & Exemplary
Number of students tested
2. African American Students
Meets Standard & Above
Exceeds Standard & Exemplary
Number of students tested
3. Hispanic or Latino Students
Meets Standard & Above
Exceeds Standard & Exemplary
Number of students tested
4. Special Education Students
Meets Standard & Above
Exceeds Standard & Exemplary
Number of students tested
5. English Language L ear ner Students
Meets Standard & Above
Exceeds Standard & Exemplary
Number of students tested
6.
Meets Standard & Above
Exceeds Standard & Exemplary
Number of students tested
NOTES:

20@5-21)
Apr

82
39
174
100

In Kansas there must be 30 or more students ibgrsup for data to be collected. Our subgroupsatestatistically significant

to report data.
12KS5
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STATE CRITERION-REFERENCED TESTS

Subject: Reading Grade: 1. Test: Kansas State Reading Assess

Edition/Publication Year: 20( Publisher: KSDE

2010-2011 2009-2010
Testing Month Nov Nov
SCHOOL SCORES
Meets Standard & Above 99 97
Exceeds Standard & Exemplary 62 61
Number of students tested 170 143
Percent of total students tested 100 100
Number of students alternatively assessed 5 3
Percent of students alternatively assessed 3 2
SUBGROUP SCORES
1. Free/Reduced-Price M eal /Socio-economic Disadvantaged Students
Meets Standard & Above
Exceeds Standard & Exemplary
Number of students tested
2. African American Students
Meets Standard & Above
Exceeds Standard & Exemplary
Number of students tested
3. Hispanic or Latino Students
Meets Standard & Above
Exceeds Standard & Exemplary
Number of students tested
4. Special Education Students
Meets Standard & Above
Exceeds Standard & Exemplary
Number of students tested
5. English Language L ear ner Students
Meets Standard & Above
Exceeds Standard & Exemplary
Number of students tested
6.
Meets Standard & Above
Exceeds Standard & Exemplary
Number of students tested
NOTES:

2008-2009 2007-2008
Nov Apr
95 92
48 49
156 142
100 0 10
2
1

2005-20)
Apr

82
51
168
99

In Kansas there must be 30 or more students ibgrsup for data to be collected. Our subgroupsatestatistically significant

to report data.
12KS5
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STATE CRITERION-REFERENCED TESTS
Subject: Mathematics Grade: Weighted Average

2010-2011| 2009-201C| 2008-200¢| 2007-2008 | 2006-2007
Testing Month
SCHOOL SCORES

Meets Standard & Above 98 95 92 90 82
Exceeds Standard & Exemplary 59 51 47 50 3¢
Number of students tested 169 143 156 131 174
Percent of total students tested 100 100 97 99 100
Number of students alternatively asse: 5 2 2 4 1
Percent of students alternatively assessed 3 1 1 3 1
SUBGROUP SCORES

1. Free/Reduced-Price M eals/Socio-economic Disadvantaged Students

Meets Standard & Above 0 0 0 0 0

Exceeds Standard & Exemplary

Number of students tested

2. African American Students

Meets Standard & Above 0 0 0 0 0
Exceeds Standard & Exemplary

Number of students tested

3. Hispanic or Latino Students

Meets Standard & Above 0 0 0 0 0
Exceeds Standard & Exemplary

Number of students tested

4. Special Education Students

Meets Standard & Above 0 0 0 0 0
Exceeds Standard & Exemplary

Number of students tested

5. English Language L ear ner Students

Meets Standard & Above 0 0 0 0 0
Exceeds Standard & Exemplary

Number of students tested

6.

Meets Standard & Above 0 0 0 0 0
Exceeds Standard & Exemplary

Number of students tested

NOTES:

12KS5
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STATE CRITERION-REFERENCED TESTS
Subject: Reading Grade: Weighted Average

2010-2011| 2009-201C| 2008-200¢| 2007-2008 | 2006-2007
Testing Month
SCHOOL SCORES

Meets Standard & Above 99 97 95 92 82
Exceeds Standard & Exemplary 62 61 48 49 51
Number of students tested 170 143 156 142 163
Percent of total students tested 100 100 100 0 10 929
Number of students alternatively asse: 5 3 2 3 0
Percent of students alternatively assessed 3 2 1 2 0
SUBGROUP SCORES

1. Free/Reduced-Price M eals/Socio-economic Disadvantaged Students

Meets Standard & Above 0 0 0 0 0

Exceeds Standard & Exemplary

Number of students tested

2. African American Students

Meets Standard & Above 0 0 0 0 0
Exceeds Standard & Exemplary

Number of students tested

3. Hispanic or Latino Students

Meets Standard & Above 0 0 0 0 0
Exceeds Standard & Exemplary

Number of students tested

4. Special Education Students

Meets Standard & Above 0 0 0 0 0
Exceeds Standard & Exemplary

Number of students tested

5. English Language L ear ner Students

Meets Standard & Above 0 0 0 0 0
Exceeds Standard & Exemplary

Number of students tested

6.

Meets Standard & Above 0 0 0 0 0
Exceeds Standard & Exemplary

Number of students tested

NOTES:

12KS5
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