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PART I - ELIGIBILITY CERTIFICATION  12IN7 

 

The signatures on the first page of this application certify that each of the statements below concerning the 
school’s eligibility and compliance with U.S. Department of Education, Office for Civil Rights (OCR) 
requirements is true and correct.   

1. The school has some configuration that includes one or more of grades K-12.  (Schools on the same 
campus with one principal, even K-12 schools, must apply as an entire school.) 

2. The school has made adequate yearly progress each year for the past two years and has not been 
identified by the state as "persistently dangerous" within the last two years. 

3. To meet final eligibility, the school must meet the state's Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP) 
requirement in the 2011-2012 school year. AYP must be certified by the state and all appeals 
resolved at least two weeks before the awards ceremony for the school to receive the award. 

4. If the school includes grades 7 or higher, the school must have foreign language as a part of its 
curriculum and a significant number of students in grades 7 and higher must take foreign language 
courses. 

5. The school has been in existence for five full years, that is, from at least September 2006. 

6. The nominated school has not received the Blue Ribbon Schools award in the past five years: 2007, 
2008, 2009, 2010 or 2011. 

7. The nominated school or district is not refusing OCR access to information necessary to investigate 
a civil rights complaint or to conduct a district-wide compliance review. 

8. OCR has not issued a violation letter of findings to the school district concluding that the 
nominated school or the district as a whole has violated one or more of the civil rights statutes. A 
violation letter of findings will not be considered outstanding if OCR has accepted a corrective 
action plan from the district to remedy the violation. 

9. The U.S. Department of Justice does not have a pending suit alleging that the nominated school or 
the school district as a whole has violated one or more of the civil rights statutes or the 
Constitution’s equal protection clause. 

10. There are no findings of violations of the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act in a U.S. 
Department of Education monitoring report that apply to the school or school district in question; or 
if there are such findings, the state or district has corrected, or agreed to correct, the findings. 
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PART II - DEMOGRAPHIC DATA  12IN7 

All data are the most recent year available.  

DISTRICT 

1. Number of schools in the district 8  Elementary schools (includes K-8) 

   (per district designation):  2  Middle/Junior high schools  

 
1  High schools  

 
0  K-12 schools  

 
11  Total schools in district  

2. District per-pupil expenditure:  11300 
 

SCHOOL (To be completed by all schools) 

3. Category that best describes the area where the school is located:   Suburban 

   

4. Number of years the principal has been in her/his position at this school: 3 

   

5. Number of students as of October 1, 2011 enrolled at each grade level or its equivalent in applying 
school:  

   

   

Grade # of Males # of Females Grade Total 
  # of Males # of Females Grade Total 

PreK  0  0  0     6  0  0  0  

K  26  26  52     7  0  0  0  

1  22  29  51     8  0  0  0  

2  25  24  49     9  0  0  0  

3  31  27  58     10  0  0  0  

4  28  29  57     11  0  0  0  

5  26  35  61     12  0  0  0  

Total in Applying School: 328  
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12IN7 

6. Racial/ethnic composition of the school: 0 % American Indian or Alaska Native  

   1 % Asian 
 

   2 % Black or African American   
   5 % Hispanic or Latino   
   1 % Native Hawaiian or Other Pacific Islander  
   89 % White   
   2 % Two or more races   
      100 % Total   

Only the seven standard categories should be used in reporting the racial/ethnic composition of your school. 
The final Guidance on Maintaining, Collecting, and Reporting Racial and Ethnic data to the U.S. 
Department of Education published in the October 19, 2007 Federal Register provides definitions for each 
of the seven categories. 

7. Student turnover, or mobility rate, during the 2010-2011 school year:    11% 

   
This rate is calculated using the grid below.  The answer to (6) is the mobility rate. 
   

(1) Number of students who transferred to 
the school after October 1, 2010 until 
the end of the school year.  

18  

(2) Number of students who transferred 
from the school after October 1, 2010 
until the end of the school year.  

17  

(3) Total of all transferred students [sum of 
rows (1) and (2)].  

35  

(4) Total number of students in the school 
as of October 1, 2010  

312 

(5) Total transferred students in row (3) 
divided by total students in row (4).  

0.11 

(6) Amount in row (5) multiplied by 100.  11  
 

   

8. Percent of English Language Learners in the school:   2% 

   Total number of ELL students in the school:    6 

   Number of non-English languages represented:    2 

   
Specify non-English languages:  

Spanish, Arabic 
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12IN7 

9. Percent of students eligible for free/reduced-priced meals:   19% 

   Total number of students who qualify:    61 

   

If this method does not produce an accurate estimate of the percentage of students from low-income 
families, or the school does not participate in the free and reduced-priced school meals program, supply 
an accurate estimate and explain how the school calculated this estimate. 

10. Percent of students receiving special education services:   11% 

   Total number of students served:    37 

   

Indicate below the number of students with disabilities according to conditions designated in the 
Individuals with Disabilities Education Act. Do not add additional categories.  

 
0 Autism  1 Orthopedic Impairment  

 
0 Deafness  4 Other Health Impaired  

 
0 Deaf-Blindness  8 Specific Learning Disability  

 
0 Emotional Disturbance  16 Speech or Language Impairment  

 
0 Hearing Impairment  0 Traumatic Brain Injury  

 
0 Mental Retardation  0 Visual Impairment Including Blindness  

 
8 Multiple Disabilities  0 Developmentally Delayed  

 

   

11. Indicate number of full-time and part-time staff members in each of the categories below:  

   

 
Number of Staff  

 Full-Time   Part-Time  
Administrator(s)   1  

 
0  

Classroom teachers   12  
 

0  

Resource teachers/specialists 
(e.g., reading specialist, media specialist, art/music, PE teachers, etc.) 0   7  

Paraprofessionals  0  
 

11  

Support staff 
(e.g., school secretaries, custodians, cafeteria aides, etc.)  2   5  

Total number  15  
 

23  
 

   

12. Average school student-classroom teacher ratio, that is, the number of students in the school 
divided by the Full Time Equivalent of classroom teachers, e.g., 22:1:    

27:1 
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12IN7 

13. Show daily student attendance rates. Only high schools need to supply yearly graduation rates. 

 

   2010-2011 2009-2010 2008-2009 2007-2008 2006-2007 

Daily student attendance  97%  97%  97%  98%  97%  

High school graduation rate %  %  %  %  %  
 

   

14. For schools ending in grade 12 (high schools): 
Show what the students who graduated in Spring 2011 are doing as of Fall 2011.   

 

Graduating class size:     
   
Enrolled in a 4-year college or university  %  
Enrolled in a community college  %  
Enrolled in vocational training  %  
Found employment  %  
Military service  %  
Other  %  
Total  0%  

 

15. Indicate whether your school has previously received a National Blue Ribbon Schools award:  

No 

Yes 
If yes, what was the year of the award?    
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PART III - SUMMARY  12IN7 

The Mission of Northview Elementary School, staff, parents, and administrator is to provide a nurturing 
learning environment with high expectations, where all students realize their cognitive, creative, affective, 
and moral potential.  We believe interaction between home, school and community positively enriches all 
students, promotes lifetime learning, fosters an appreciation for individual differences and prepares 
students for challenges in a global society.  
 
Northview Elementary has been deeply embedded in the Valparaiso community for over 50 years, and is a 
thriving educational organization known for its nurturing environment, academic excellence, and 
outstanding student achievement. Students are provided with a dynamic learning experience, enriched 
through thematic instruction, technology, a wealth of multicultural experiences, and an emphasis on 
character development. Northview Elementary School students come to actively participate in the learning 
experience and develop life skills to help them become vibrant and contributing members of our society. 
 
Valparaiso is located in northwest Indiana and is the Porter County Seat. The Valparaiso Community 
School Corporation serves more than 6,000 students, approximately 330 of which attend Northview 
Elementary School in kindergarten through fifth grade. Valparaiso is a community of approximately 30,000 
residents and includes the rich resource of Valparaiso University and other regional post high school 
campuses. Nearly 35% of Valparaiso citizens twenty-five years or older have earned a Bachelors Degree or 
higher. The minority population stands at 8.1% of Valparaiso residents. The median household income in 
Valparaiso is $45,799 with 9% living below the poverty level. The demographic in Valparaiso is changing 
as reflected in Northview’s Free and Reduced Lunch population which has nearly doubled in the last three 
years.  
 
The curricular programs at Northview Elementary School are designed to meet the unique needs of the 
students in the learning community. In addition to the core academic subjects, students receive instruction 
in music, art, and physical education classes for an hour each week. The media center and expansive 
availability of technological hardware provides for students’ library and technology instructional time at 
least once each week. A full time Special Needs teacher services the needs of identified students within the 
resource room or the general education classroom while the part time Speech Pathologist also works with 
students who have speech and language impairments. English Language Learners (ELL) receive instruction 
reflective of their Individualized Learning Plans. Students in need of Response to Instruction (RtI) services 
benefit from the services of several instructional aides, teachers, and trained volunteers. Differentiated 
curriculum and instruction benefit Northview’s high ability students. The entire Northview learning 
community benefits from the high level of collaboration and cooperation evident among the Northview 
staff. Present and former teachers, specials instructors, and instructional aides often work together to solve 
challenges that students encounter, whether academic, social, or emotional in nature. 

Students are not the only learners at Northview.  The staff stays abreast of the most current teaching 
techniques and research.  Staff members have worked with Jane Kerschner of the Ophelia Project in 
Creating a Safe School (CASS).  In addition, the staff has participated in “Understanding our Kids Social 
World” with Trudy Ludwig, a nationally recognized speaker on bullying.  Lynn Ecenbarger and Kristina 
Smekens presented “Six + 1 Traits of Writing.”  Inga Randle, a reading and life skills coach from the 
C.L.A.S.S. organization, has most recently assisted Northview Elementary School teachers in applying 
these strategies in the classroom. 

There is an excellent working relationship between the school community, university community, and the 
local community. A major key to the success of Northview Elementary School is the value its parents place 
on education.  This shared priority between home and school promotes high student achievement and has 
earned Northview Elementary School the designation of Indiana Four Star School for eight consecutive 
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years and has met AYP criteria every year since its inception. Overall student attendance rates rarely fall 
below 95% during any nine week grading term. This positive relationship between school and home has 
ignited many special before and after school curriculum-related activities in which students may participate, 
including after-school athletics, choir, foreign language class, art club, game club, and book club. 
Additionally, our PTO provides enriching after school activities during TV Turn-off Week in which all 
students have the opportunity to participate. 

Many intermediate students participate in a variety of highly successful academic competitions throughout 
the year. Those competitions include the County Spelling Bee, the Spell Bowl (state champion), Math Bowl 
(top 12 in the state), and Science Bowl (five time state champions). Although not a competition, all levels of 
students enjoy the Accelerated Reader Incentive Program that was initiated in 2010. 

In addition to academic challenges, Northview is also dedicated to improving its community and providing 
service opportunities to its students. The Northview Student Council is a state-recognized Honor Council 
for their positive contributions to Northview and beyond. One of their many activities includes assisting 
with food collections for local food banks. The Kiwanis Kids (K-Kids) Club has enriched students’ lives 
through their involvement in service learning projects such as designing care packages to send to soldiers 
overseas as well as raising funds to build schools in Afghanistan. 
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PART IV - INDICATORS OF ACADEMIC SUCCESS  12IN7 

1.  Assessment Results: 

A.  The purpose of the mandatory Indiana Statewide Testing for Educational Progress Plus (ISTEP+) 
program is to measure student achievement in the subject areas of English/Language Arts, Mathematics, 
Science (Grades 4 and 6 only), and Social Studies (Grades 5 and 7 only). In particular, ISTEP+ reports 
student achievement levels according to the Indiana Academic Standards that were adopted in November 
2000 by the Indiana State Board of Education. An Applied Skills Assessment and a Multiple-Choice 
Assessment, which are required components of the ISTEP+ program, are used to measure these standards. 
Cut scores are set for each grade level in each subject tested. 
 
Students demonstrate proficiency by exceeding the pre-determined cut scores. Students who exceed the cut 
score are determined to have reached or exceeded proficiency in the tested area. These students are ranked 
either “Pass” or “Pass+”. Pass+ indicates a high level of proficiency as determined by an additional cut 
score. Students who did not meet the tested proficiency are ranked “Did Not Pass”. 
 
Northview Elementary staff expects each student to show appropriate growth on standardized tests with 
each year. Northview Elementary School has continued to have student mastery levels hovering around the 
low to mid 90% range; significantly above the state average. In addition, PL221 data indicates that the 2011 
rate of improvement (1.3%) has increased over the 2010 rate (1%). This continued growth may be attributed 
to the use of NWEA MAP beginning at kindergarten in order to differentiate instruction at the earliest levels 
and the implementation of Response to Intervention efforts. The Northview staff is committed to extending 
that growth rate by not only targeting low-achieving students, but also high-achieving students that could 
raise their levels from Pass to Pass+ on the ISTEP+ assessment. 

B.  Northview staff members are committed to using data to drive instruction, to assure all students achieve 
academic success, and to address emerging achievement gaps as soon as reasonably possible. Students who 
do not pass ISTEP+, or are predicted not to pass based on Acuity and/or classroom performance data, are 
immediately placed in RtI plans. They are placed in flexible ability groups within the classroom for more 
precise instruction, and the RtI committee develops an additional framework to address the gaps. The 
committee including classroom teachers, a Special Needs teacher, an education diagnostician, reading 
specialist, and the principal, meets regularly to develop comprehensive, individualized plans that provide 
students with additional educational assistance which targets specific academic goals. Parents are kept 
apprised of assessment data, and informed through conferences and letters as to the nature of individualized 
student achievement goals. When appropriate, a home-school connection is fostered, giving parents the 
opportunity to work with their own children at home on targeted skills. Struggling students at all grade 
levels are also provided the opportunity to participate in summer school programs in order to gain 
additional targeted instruction. 
 
At upper elementary levels, several other options exist for ensuring student success. The Jump Start 
program gives students in grades 3-5 an opportunity to strengthen core skills in reading and math. This 
program takes place in spring, after deficits have been identified, evaluated, and RtI plans have been in 
place. Another program; the VU Study Buddy program, a partnership between Northview and Valparaiso 
University, provides free tutoring after school by university students. Community volunteers, which include 
retired teachers, offer more intervention opportunities during the school day to help close achievement gaps. 
Instructional aides are also utilized to work with students one-on-one or in small group settings to target 
specific academic standards. 
 
Summer school has traditionally been offered for students at all grade levels needing further remediation in 
the areas of reading and math. Small class sizes and targeted instruction are implemented in order to close 
achievement gaps.  
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The Northview staff understands that there are many factors that may inhibit a student from reaching his/her 
potential, and that not all of them are classroom related. In order to assure that all student needs are being 
met, social worker and/or nurse referrals may be made, so that any extrinsic factors affecting student 
learning are promptly addressed.  
 
In the spring of 2011 there was a small subgroup (just large enough to be defined) in grades 3 and 5 in 
which the paid lunch student performance could be compared with the free & reduced lunch student 
performance on the ISTEP+. While this was the only year for that subgroup to date, it was noticed that 95% 
of paid lunch students and 82% of free & reduced lunch students passed the English/LA portion of the 
ISTEP+ in grade 5. Furthermore, 97% of the paid lunch students passed the math portion of the ISTEP+ 
while 82% of free & reduced lunch students passed the math portion in grade 5. There was no noticeable 
achievement gap in grade 3 with no full trend yet apparent. However it has raised some concern about a 
potential achievement gap beginning to appear, particularly since the percentage of free & reduced students 
has nearly doubled in the past three years at Northview.  This will be monitored closely in coming years. 
Free tutoring with Valparaiso University students, Jump Start classes, as well as summer school classes are 
being offered to identified students in order to address this goal. Additionally, instructional aides and retired 
teachers are utilized to reinforce classroom instruction. RtI, as previously mentioned, is another component 
of assuring these students’ success and closing any achievement gap. 

2.  Using Assessment Results: 

Long before any state mandates were handed down, long before the existence of RtI, Northview Elementary 
School relied on assessment results as one of many tools to help drive instruction for student success. 
Northview staff members have realized that as standardized test scores become a more important and public 
measure of student mastery of curriculum, it is important to use a variety of assessment data to help students 
achieve their full potential.  
 
Northview School uses a variety of assessment tools, and dedicates weekly time for teachers and 
administration to collaborate not only on test results, but on best practice techniques to help struggling 
students succeed, and successful students reach higher. Data is used to help develop reading plans that are 
differentiated, challenging, and based on core curriculum.  
 
Students participate in a number of assessments that provide teachers with valuable data. In kindergarten, 
DIBELS is administered to identify early reading gaps. Intervention strategies are initiated and progress is 
monitored. In primary grades, students take NWEA tests three times annually to help determine what 
interventions may be necessary for student success. Upper grades take Acuity tests three times per year, and 
trends in data are used to pinpoint areas of focus for whole class and small group instruction. Additionally, 
STAR reading and math assessments are utilized at all grade levels to establish initial baselines, and to track 
growth throughout the school year. Finally, summative tests required by the Indiana Department of 
Education (ISTEP+) are administered in the spring of each school year. The results of the ISTEP+ 
assessment ensure a high degree of alignment with Northview’s curriculum to the applicable state-level 
standards and provide data from which curricular decisions are made and initiatives are implemented. 
 
Parents are kept abreast of their child’s academic achievement through Edline, an online gradebook that is 
updated weekly, which parents and students can view at any time. Parents also receive assessment data, 
either NWEA or Acuity, directly from the principal or online. This data may be used to develop RtI plans 
for individual students, and to drive instruction in the classroom. Upper elementary students are provided 
with immediate feedback from the Acuity assessments. Targeted lessons and practice are offered to help 
students master standards identified by the assessment data. Flexible skill groups within the classroom are 
also developed in order to meet individual student needs.  
 
ISTEP standardized test score results are distributed to parents, and are part of the data that is used to 
determine the need for placement and/or interventions for the following school year. General scores and 
growth data are also communicated in newspaper form and available on the state website so that parents can 
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be fully aware and involved in their child’s proficiency and growth.  
 
Northview Elementary School has been focused on improving student writing across the curriculum for 
several years and is beginning to see positive results from the effort.  Upon review of recent data, it was felt 
that improvement could be made in the area of reading comprehension and in particular, writing in response 
to what is read.  The intervention strategies, including staff training on the Six + 1 Traits of Writing, were 
implemented to improve all areas of the students’ academic progress regardless of the curriculum area or 
the  students’ prior knowledge. 

3.  Sharing Lessons Learned: 

Education is a community of sharing, and Northview staff members believe that we learn best in the 
company of our peers. Several collaboration meetings throughout the year give grade-level colleagues the 
opportunity to share ideas, strategies, and materials with others in the district. Dedicated weekly 
collaboration time has been created for in-house sharing opportunities, both among and between grade 
levels to enhance student achievement.  
 
Northview’s principal has shared strategies and knowledge through presentations with the Indiana 
Department of Education primarily at the regional level by addressing topics including Acuity best 
practices, effective use of data, interpreting reports, and implementing instructional resources. 

Two Northview teachers created and presented a workshop for beginning teachers in the school district. The 
core concepts and applications presented involved technology integration in classrooms using the 
technology hardware available within the Valparaiso Community School district.  
 
Northview kindergarten teachers participate in informational events for perspective kindergarten students 
outlining key concepts for new kindergarten students. In addition, meetings which build professional 
partnerships with those in the early childhood community are held. Furthermore, one of our kindergarten 
teachers presented current information and expectations of the Indiana Standards and the move toward 
Common Core Standards to a local preschool. 
 
Another teacher sponsors the “K-Kids,” a partnership with a local Kiwanis group, aimed at providing 
community service opportunities for students; the successes of which are then shared with local community 
groups.  
 
Northview’s art teacher is an officer in the Art Association of Indiana. This association provides various 
opportunities to share strategies as well as to gain information regarding best practices in the area of the 
Visual Arts on a routine basis.  Annual Association workshops are held at Northview in which strategies 
and student work are highlighted. Many other opportunities are provided for students to showcase their 
artistic work in a variety of community events as well. 

4.  Engaging Families and Communities: 

Northview Elementary School prides itself on building relationships with not only the students, but also 
families, and the surrounding community. Northview build a sense of school “family” through several 
avenues. The strong Parent-Teacher Organization engages faculty and parents to cooperatively address 
issues that relate to the well-being of students, as well as the planning and implementation of many 
activities, ranging from guest speakers to school-sponsored functions. Parents and other community 
members are invited to serve on committees that, for example, seek to improve safety procedures and 
review curriculum.  
 
The school believes wholeheartedly in ongoing and frequent communication with parents. Northview’s 
website is updated regularly with important information. Teachers meet regularly with parents to discuss 
student academic, social and emotional progress. This partnership is critical to the success of the students, 
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and consequently, the school. Similarly, parent volunteers are encouraged to participate in the classroom in 
a variety of ways. This experience builds firsthand knowledge of curriculum and instruction, empowering 
parents to be a part of their child’s educational journey.  
 
Northview has instituted a telephone messaging system to supply parents with a multitude of 
announcements, including upcoming meetings, special events, lunch account balance, school closings and 
reminders. Likewise, each student/family has access to an online progress report, which is updated weekly 
for immediate access to both assignments and grades. 
 
Northview hosts several events throughout the year. Grandparents’ Day, the Multicultural Festival and 
annual Fall Carnival are well-attended events that encourage families and community members to be part of 
school activities. Laps-4-Learning combines physical education standards with a fundraising initiative. This 
display of Northview teamwork makes for an enjoyable, healthy and profitable afternoon for all ages. Field 
Day is a much-anticipated annual event, involving parents and extended family. 

Additionally, Northview hosts both the Primary and General Elections, giving local citizens the opportunity 
to personally see the hard work of both students and staff. Additional community-building activities include 
the Variety Show, Music Program, Family Fun Night, and various art shows held at public venues, such as 
Valparaiso University and local parks. 
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PART V - CURRICULUM AND INSTRUCTION  12IN7 

1.  Curriculum: 

The teachers of the Valparaiso Community Schools have created a well-defined curriculum at all grade 
levels. Teachers in grades kindergarten through twelve have Standard Based Curriculum Guides written by 
faculty committees to help ensure that what is taught is based upon Indiana Academic Standards and 
Common Core Standards as well as the local needs of our students. The curriculum indicates what students 
are to learn at each grade level and has been aligned horizontally as well as vertically throughout the grades 
to meet Indiana Standards. The Instructional Map within each curriculum guide clearly identifies when a 
skill should be introduced, expanded, or mastered. With this curriculum in hand, teachers throughout the 
school corporation can align their instruction to the standards created by the State of Indiana that are crucial 
to the success of all children. As a result, classroom instruction at Northview Elementary School is guided 
by written curriculum and Indiana Academic Standards and Common Core Standards. Curriculum is 
updated every six years, preceding the selection of new textbooks, and following the state textbook 
adoption cycle. Copies of the curriculum are made available to teachers to guide instructional planning. 
Daily classroom schedules are developed to provide ample opportunity for all curricular standards to be met 
or exceeded. 
 
Language Arts 
The language arts component incorporates the ninety minute reading block, wherein phonemic awareness, 
phonics, vocabulary, fluency and comprehension are foremost in instruction. Differentiation is a priority, 
evidenced by literacy stations, guided reading groups, and novel studies. The reading series from 
MacMillan McGraw-Hill contains both an enrichment aspect in the leveled readers as well as a 
comprehensive intervention piece, Triumphs. Northview utilizes the Six + 1 Traits of Writing to drive and 
evaluate writing across the curriculum. Grammar and spelling are embedded in the whole writing process. 
 
Math 
Bridges math uses an experiential, inquiry based approach to learning the foundations of mathematics. 
Northview’s math curriculum is closely aligned with both state and NCTM standards. Number sense, 
computation, and problem solving are integrated in active, hands-on groups, both small and large. This 
accommodates various types of learners, meeting individual student needs. 
 
Science 
Northview’s hands-on curriculum, National Geographic, is integrated into other areas of the curriculum, 
applicable to nearly all content areas. Life, earth and physical science are the basic foundations to building 
the understanding of scientific inquiry. Again, small group work is conducive to the many science 
explorations conducted.  
 
Social Studies 
History, civics/government, geography, and economics are the core of our curriculum. Harcourt Brace is the 
series currently used to exceed state standards. Teachers often enrich Social Studies education through field 
trips, guest speakers, and multicultural experiences. 
 
Visual and Performing Arts 
Visual and performing arts gives students an opportunity to express themselves and learn from others in 
creative and unique ways. Northview’s art teacher integrates other curricular areas into art instruction, as 
well as various multicultural aspects of life. Artists in Residence bring a real life dynamic to the program, 
and Northview’s Art Parent program gives an overview of art history within the classroom setting.  
Music involves responding, creating and performing to music. Northview’s student body and its choir 
performs regularly for the community. 
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Health/Physical Education/Nutrition 
All students participate in physical education classes twice weekly. In the classroom, health education 
encompasses topics such as nutrition, growth, personal safety, body systems, life skills, character 
development, and making healthy choices. This is illustrated through Northview’s participation in City of 
Valparaiso’s Fit City, Laps-4-Learning and Field Day. 
 
Technology 
Technology is a tool for instruction in every content area. Technology is used to instruct, differentiate and 
make diagnostic decisions regarding how best to meet individual learner needs in a relevant and engaging 
fashion. It is integral part of each school day at Northview.  

2. Reading/English: 

Reading is a primary focus at Northview Elementary School, evidenced by a ninety minute reading block 
for all grade levels. Differentiation is facilitated within the reading block by the utilization of instructional 
aides to work with flexible differentiated groups.   
 
The current reading series, MacMillan/McGraw-Hill, includes a variety of resources that can be used to 
reinforce instruction. The program is structured to build comprehension strategies within the framework of 
Bloom’s Taxonomy. Both fiction and non-fiction selections over a variety of genres are used to teach 
reading standards. Leveled readers are available with each story. Teachers also supplement with a variety of 
materials to immerse students in literature. Students respond to reading in a variety of ways, such as writing 
prompts or journals. Classrooms utilize literacy stations to incorporate the multiple intelligences into 
reading instruction. The tasks at these stations include the five major tenets of reading instruction and 
engage learners by allowing choices within the framework of the lesson. Novel studies offer cross-
curricular learning opportunities and promote a love of literature. 
 
Students not only have access to the school library, but can also request a book from anywhere in the school 
system. Classes visit the library at least once weekly, with all students having individual access when 
possible. 
   
Technology also plays a role in reading instruction. Accelerated Reader is used throughout the building. 
Each grade level sets appropriate AR goals for students to reach each grading quarter. Students who meet 
these goals are then rewarded. A large bulletin board at the school’s main entrance highlights those students 
who have achieved beyond expectations. 
  
Students take STAR reading, a computerized test, to identify and individualize instruction. The tests provide 
insight into a student’s reading level. Study Island, Reading A-Z, Read Naturally, and Acuity are other 
examples of supplemental programs used to reinforce reading strategies. 
 
Primary students needing assistance with reading are given additional support four days a week from a 
FROG (Fluent Reading Our Goal) teacher. Valparaiso University “Study Buddies” work with identified 
students in grades 3-5 after school regularly providing further reinforcement. 

3.  Mathematics: 

Northview Elementary’s staff uses an inquiry-based learning method to teach both the state aligned and 
Common Core mathematics standards. Bridges, by The Math Learning Center, is the current instructional 
program, which emphasizes student exploration and discovery of math concepts through a hands-on 
approach. Students work in variety of settings, including small groups, whole class, and as individuals with 
a variety of manipulatives to gain an understanding of mathematical foundations. Games, journals, 
manipulatives, calendars, and vocabulary cards are used at each grade level. Students also utilize a “Home 
Connection” component that encourages parental involvement through a variety of activities. The program 
is designed to build on prior year’s experiences, fostering a true understanding of mathematical concepts.  
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Math instruction is seamlessly integrated into other content areas. All staff members incorporate math 
concepts into instruction, as evidenced by art lessons on cubism and music lessons on beats per minute. 
Furthermore, mental math concepts are reinforced in physical education through scorekeeping and science 
provides an additional platform for experiences in math through measurement and graphing. Social studies, 
likewise, includes activities with latitude/longitude and many other geometrical concepts. 
 
Technology is used to reinforce and support instruction. Study Island and Acuity are internet-based 
programs that are used to identify students’ needs and supply corresponding lessons. Math Facts in a Flash 
is another computer program used to monitor students’ mastery of facts.  
     
Instructional aides are utilized to review and reinforce math concepts taught, as well as service students 
identified for RtI. The aides work with small groups or individual students to ensure understanding.    
 
Intermediate students who struggle with math proficiency are given support through an after-school 
program called Study Buddies. Through a partnership with Valparaiso University, college students are 
paired with children to work on areas of difficulty. The buddies meet regularly for forty-five minutes per 
session. Other areas of support include the Jump Start and summer school programs, which are designed to 
close notes achievement gaps. 
    
Additionally, students who excel in math are offered the opportunity to compete in the Math Bowl 
competition. Northview Elementary has participated in the Math Bowl competition for over ten years, and 
has usually placing in the top ten of more than one hundred schools competing in the state. 

4.  Additional Curriculum Area: 

Northview believes that in our ever changing world, schools must not only educate students in basic subject 
areas, but must also help to prepare them for life in a digital world. Our school district has identified several 
key standards to achieve this philosophy that include: Creativity and Innovation, Communication and 
Collaboration, Research and Information Fluency, Critical Thinking, Digital Citizenship, and Technology 
Operations. Being at the elementary level, we focus primarily on Creativity and Innovation as well as 
Communication and Collaboration in order to build the foundations for future technological learning. 
 
Digital literacy is fostered through direct instruction of basic operations and enhanced through software 
programs and web applications that provide creative outlets. In the primary grades, students use Storybird to 
create and share their own stories. Likewise, Kidspiration 3 facilitates problem solving as well as the 
creation and use of graphic organizers. Science and Social Studies standards as well as technology 
standards are addressed, for example, through the use of digitally simulated experiments and Venn 
Diagrams to organize and categorize information. 
 
In intermediate grades, students travel the world virtually using Google Earth. Students communicate and 
collaborate with peers around the country via Skype to broaden their knowledge of various geographical 
regions, dialects, and customs. Research projects allow students to improve internet research skills while 
addressing related standards and fostering a thirst for knowledge. In performing these tasks, and engaging in 
instruction of basic technology operations and functions, student gain the skills necessary to thrive in 
today’s digital world.  
 
Creativity and innovation skills are assessed using student-created products that demonstrate proficient use 
of technology. Second graders, for instance, research presidents and write biographies, all while learning 
how to use the internet and search engines at an age appropriate level. Fifth graders produce simple 
“yearbook” pages that incorporate many aspects of word processing applications, while fourth graders 
produce book reports on Prezi. All are assessed on specific creative components. 
Two mobile netbook labs in addition to a dedicated computer lab allow opportunities for students to 
develop critical thinking skills and improve informational fluency. An Instructional Technology Resource 
Specialist participates in classroom instruction and provides information on current applications and devices 
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such as Study Island and Qwizdom remote responders that may be used to provide ongoing online 
formative assessments. 
 
Technology is a solid curricular area, but much more than that at Northview. It is incorporated into all we 
do; all we teach; all we learn--it sets the foundation for students to truly be life-long learners. 

5.  Instructional Methods: 

Northview is dedicated to the success of all students, and has implemented a variety of methods to assure 
that all students reach their full potential. In the classroom setting, dedicated instructional aide time is 
provided during both reading and math instruction, giving teachers the opportunity to differentiate 
accordingly. 
 
In addition to classroom instruction, there are many strategies in place to provide for diverse student needs. 
ELL services are provided to meet the needs of English language learners. In primary grades, FROG groups 
provide extra small-group instruction for struggling readers to help close gaps in reading levels. The RtI 
committee meets weekly to develop plans for students struggling in academic or behavioral areas, and is 
comprised of a diverse cross-section of staff members. For intermediate students, the Study Buddy program 
is offered. Both a Jump Start and a summer school program have been developed to provide assistance for 
the struggling learner.  
 
Programs like Read Naturally and Reading A – Z assist challenged readers, while Accelerated Reader gives 
students reading goals for which to strive while improving literacy and comprehension. Study Island 
provides a variety of methods to help students achieve proficiency with core curricular standards through 
lessons, games, and interactive practice. Math Facts in a Flash helps to not only improve basic computation 
skills, but also to challenge students who are exceeding grade level expectations.  
 
Decisions regarding student needs are gathered from a variety of sources, including diagnostic testing, 
classroom performance, and teacher observations. Dedicated teacher collaboration time is built-in to the 
schedule every week, giving teachers an opportunity to analyze data in order to adjust instruction to meet 
the needs of every learner. Teachers work among and across grade levels, and opportunities are provided 
for teachers to collaborate with grade-level colleagues across the district to share strategies, resources, and 
successes.  
 
At Northview, student success is the main priority for all staff members, and it is embedded in all academic 
decisions. 

6.  Professional Development: 

Professional development at Northview is a dedicated practice. Decisions about professional development 
are made at a building and district level and plans are developed. When Northview made the decision as a 
staff to implement the Six +1 Writing Traits program into our curriculum, it became a priority that all staff 
members participate not only in basic training, but also in subsequent workshops. Professional 
Development funds were used to purchase materials such as books, mini-lesson kits, bulletin boards, and 
trade books that would help teachers to implement the practice in order to augment student achievement. 
The Northview Parent Teacher Organization provided a student convocation to introduce the concept and 
help teachers launch the program within their classrooms. A committee of teachers met to decide how best 
to use the program to meet curricular needs by aligning lessons with state standards, and developing a 
grading system that encompassed the traits.  
 
When an inquiry-based math program was selected for elementary grades, a philosophical shift from prior 
practices, the need for professional development was recognized and implemented. Teachers were given the 
opportunity to attend a workshop which introduced them to the program and it’s approach to instruction.   
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Funding for professional development has been more difficult to secure in recent years. Recognizing that 
the need for teachers to improve their craft will never abate. Northview has become more resourceful by 
encouraging teachers to share their expertise. Staff membership in the Professional Education Partnership, a 
Valparaiso University committee, affords Northview teachers the opportunity to attend professional 
development conferences as well.  
 
A school district technology specialist provides routine training opportunities, mentors teachers in the latest 
technological advances, shares technological and web-based learning materials, and assists in creating 
meaningful lessons for children which use technology as a tool for instruction. Additionally, the specialist 
hosts periodic workshops centered around teacher-requested topics or new technology.  
 
In the current school year, Northview has developed a relationship with a reading and life skills coach who 
visits the building, working with all teachers. Her topics are aligned with current standards, core curricular 
goals, C.L.A.S.S. life skills, and brain research. Her primary goal is to  give teachers tools to become more 
effective in the classroom. Teachers collaborate for one hour each Wednesday, dedicating time for data 
review, diagnostic decision-making and sharing instructional strategies. Opportunities are also provided for 
cross- grade level and district-wide collaboration. 

7.  School Leadership: 

At Northview, a shared sense of responsibility for the growth and achievement of all children has resulted 
in a high level of accountability and participation among the principal, teachers, support staff, parents, and 
students of the learning community.  While the building principal may be the educational leader and 
administrator, members of the Northview team have invested themselves into various roles and leadership 
positions. The school’s ultimate goal is to ensure that students will perform at high levels and engage in the 
pathways of lifetime learning. An organizational framework exists in which staff members participate on a 
variety of committees aimed at addressing school needs and effectively carrying out the common goals of 
the school. 
 
The principal is fully invested in the school community and his leadership philosophy compels him to be 
highly accessible and engaged in modeling characteristics that foster a caring community of learners. He 
knows each student by name, and participates in all parts of the school day from greeting students at the 
door each morning to interacting with students during learning experiences. This participation earns him the 
respect of students and staff members and helps to create a sense of community.  
 
Knowing that the contributions of each member of the staff are unique and significant in nurturing students 
and helping them realize their full potential, the principal understands the importance of recruiting and 
hiring the best people that share Northview’s values and mission.  Those staff members complete their 
assigned duties as well as volunteer additional time to provide students with enrichment 
opportunities. These opportunities include Book Club, Game Club, and motivational presentations and 
activities.  
 
Northview has a history of stable teacher and administrative leadership. This continuity maintains a positive 
learning environment, but leadership is always looking for strategies to improve the environment. 
Currently, a committee is studying the possibility of incorporating PBIS, a positive behavior reinforcement 
program, into the school. Northview has implemented a “classroom buddy” system among grade levels that 
gives older students an opportunity to mentor younger ones, providing them with a chance to participate in 
leadership as well. Eighth grade C.A.S.S. mentors work with fifth graders monthly, encouraging them to be 
positive role models and active members of the school community. 
 
By making each individual a stakeholder in the leadership of the school, a sense of pride and belonging 
assures that every member of the school community contributes to making Northview a comfortable and 
safe place for all students to reach their full potential. 
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PART VII - ASSESSMENT RESULTS  

STATE CRITERION-REFERENCED TESTS  

Subject: Mathematics  Grade: 3  Test: ISTEP+  

Edition/Publication Year: 2006-2011 Publisher: CTB McGraw-Hill 

   2010-2011  2009-2010  2008-2009  2007-2008  2006-2007  

Testing Month  Mar  Mar  Mar  Sep  Sep  

SCHOOL SCORES  

PASS plus PASS+  93  91  92  87  78  

PASS+  49  53  29  44  14  

Number of students tested  57  58  59  39  50  

Percent of total students tested  100  100  100  100  100  

Number of students alternatively assessed  0  0  0  0  0  

Percent of students alternatively assessed  0  0  0  0  0  

SUBGROUP SCORES  

1. Free/Reduced-Price Meals/Socio-economic Disadvantaged Students  

PASS plus PASS+  92  
    

PASS+  42  
    

Number of students tested  12  
    

2. African American Students  

PASS plus PASS+  
     

PASS+  
     

Number of students tested  
     

3. Hispanic or Latino Students  

PASS plus PASS+  
     

PASS+  
     

Number of students tested  
     

4. Special Education Students  

PASS plus PASS+  
  

90  
  

PASS+  
  

20  
  

Number of students tested  
  

10  
  

5. English Language Learner Students  

PASS plus PASS+  
     

PASS+  
     

Number of students tested  
     

6.  

PASS plus PASS+  
     

PASS+  
     

Number of students tested  
     

NOTES:  The administration of the state assessments was changed from fall to spring during the 2008-2009 school year. 

12IN7 
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STATE CRITERION-REFERENCED TESTS  

Subject: Reading  Grade: 3  Test: ISTEP+  

Edition/Publication Year: 2006-2011 Publisher: CTB McGraw-Hill 

   2010-2011  2009-2010  2008-2009  2007-2008  2006-2007  

Testing Month  Mar  Mar  Mar  Sep  Sep  

SCHOOL SCORES  

PASS plus PASS+  96  97  97  92  98  

PASS+  26  36  17  33  14  

Number of students tested  57  58  59  39  50  

Percent of total students tested  100  100  100  100  100  

Number of students alternatively assessed  0  0  0  0  0  

Percent of students alternatively assessed  0  0  0  0  0  

SUBGROUP SCORES  

1. Free/Reduced-Price Meals/Socio-economic Disadvantaged Students  

PASS plus PASS+  92  
    

PASS+  33  
    

Number of students tested  12  
    

2. African American Students  

PASS plus PASS+  
     

PASS+  
     

Number of students tested  
     

3. Hispanic or Latino Students  

PASS plus PASS+  
     

PASS+  
     

Number of students tested  
     

4. Special Education Students  

PASS plus PASS+  
  

100  
  

PASS+  
  

20  
  

Number of students tested  
  

10  
  

5. English Language Learner Students  

PASS plus PASS+  
     

PASS+  
     

Number of students tested  
     

6.  

PASS plus PASS+  
     

PASS+  
     

Number of students tested  
     

NOTES:  The administration of state assessments was changed from fall to spring during the 2008-2009 school year. 

12IN7 
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STATE CRITERION-REFERENCED TESTS  

Subject: Mathematics  Grade: 4  Test: ISTEP+  

Edition/Publication Year: 2006-2011 Publisher: CTB McGraw-Hill 

   2010-2011  2009-2010  2008-2009  2007-2008  2006-2007  

Testing Month  Mar  Mar  Mar  Sep  Sep  

SCHOOL SCORES  

PASS plus PASS+  93  93  80  88  88  

PASS+  50  38  35  19  23  

Number of students tested  56  60  51  52  60  

Percent of total students tested  100  100  100  100  100  

Number of students alternatively assessed 0  0  0  0  0  

Percent of students alternatively assessed  0  0  0  0  0  

SUBGROUP SCORES  

1. Free/Reduced-Price Meals/Socio-economic Disadvantaged Students  

PASS plus PASS+  
     

PASS+  
     

Number of students tested  
     

2. African American Students  

PASS plus PASS+  
     

PASS+  
     

Number of students tested  
     

3. Hispanic or Latino Students  

PASS plus PASS+  
     

PASS+  
     

Number of students tested  
     

4. Special Education Students  

PASS plus PASS+  
     

PASS+  
     

Number of students tested  
     

5. English Language Learner Students  

PASS plus PASS+  
     

PASS+  
     

Number of students tested  
     

6.  

PASS plus PASS+  
     

PASS+  
     

Number of students tested  
     

NOTES:   
The administration of state assessments was changed from fall to spring during the 2008-2009 school year.  

12IN7 
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STATE CRITERION-REFERENCED TESTS  

Subject: Reading  Grade: 4  Test: ISTEP+  

Edition/Publication Year: 2006-2011 Publisher: CTB McGraw-Hill 

   2010-2011  2009-2010  2008-2009  2007-2008  2006-2007  

Testing Month  Mar  Mar  Mar  Sep  Sep  

SCHOOL SCORES  

PASS plus PASS+  95  93  88  92  92  

PASS+  45  33  27  19  37  

Number of students tested  56  60  51  52  60  

Percent of total students tested  100  100  100  100  100  

Number of students alternatively assessed  0  0  0  0  0  

Percent of students alternatively assessed  0  0  0  0  0  

SUBGROUP SCORES  

1. Free/Reduced-Price Meals/Socio-economic Disadvantaged Students  

PASS plus PASS+  
     

PASS+  
     

Number of students tested  
     

2. African American Students  

PASS plus PASS+  
     

PASS+  
     

Number of students tested  
     

3. Hispanic or Latino Students  

PASS plus PASS+  
     

PASS+  
     

Number of students tested  
     

4. Special Education Students  

PASS plus PASS+  
     

PASS+  
     

Number of students tested  
     

5. English Language Learner Students  

PASS plus PASS+  
     

PASS+  
     

Number of students tested  
     

6.  

PASS plus PASS+  
     

PASS+  
     

Number of students tested  
     

NOTES:   
 
The administration of the state assessments was changed from fall to spring during the 2008-2009 school year. 

12IN7 
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STATE CRITERION-REFERENCED TESTS  

Subject: Mathematics  Grade: 5  Test: ISTEP+  

Edition/Publication Year: 2006-2011 Publisher: CTB McGraw-Hill 

   2010-2011  2009-2010  2008-2009  2007-2008  2006-2007  

Testing Month  Mar  Mar  Mar  Sep  Sep  

SCHOOL SCORES  

PASS plus PASS+  97  94  82  88  93  

PASS+  70  57  33  35  25  

Number of students tested  61  49  57  60  61  

Percent of total students tested  100  100  100  100  100  

Number of students alternatively assessed 0  0  0  0  0  

Percent of students alternatively assessed  0  0  0  0  0  

SUBGROUP SCORES  

1. Free/Reduced-Price Meals/Socio-economic Disadvantaged Students  

PASS plus PASS+  82  
    

PASS+  45  
    

Number of students tested  11  
    

2. African American Students  

PASS plus PASS+  
     

PASS+  
     

Number of students tested  
     

3. Hispanic or Latino Students  

PASS plus PASS+  
     

PASS+  
     

Number of students tested  
     

4. Special Education Students  

PASS plus PASS+  
     

PASS+  
     

Number of students tested  
     

5. English Language Learner Students  

PASS plus PASS+  
     

PASS+  
     

Number of students tested  
     

6.  

PASS plus PASS+  
     

PASS+  
     

Number of students tested  
     

NOTES:   
 
The administration of state assessments was changed from fall to spring during the 2008-2009 school year.  

12IN7 
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STATE CRITERION-REFERENCED TESTS  

Subject: Reading  Grade: 5  Test: ISTEP+  

Edition/Publication Year: 2006-2011 Publisher: CTB McGraw-Hill 

   2010-2011  2009-2010  2008-2009  2007-2008  2006-2007  

Testing Month  Mar  Mar  Mar  Sep  Sep  

SCHOOL SCORES  

PASS plus PASS+  95  90  89  92  93  

PASS+  38  45  21  23  28  

Number of students tested  61  49  57  60  61  

Percent of total students tested  100  100  100  100  100  

Number of students alternatively assessed  0  0  0  0  0  

Percent of students alternatively assessed  0  0  0  0  0  

SUBGROUP SCORES  

1. Free/Reduced-Price Meals/Socio-economic Disadvantaged Students  

PASS plus PASS+  82  
    

PASS+  9  
    

Number of students tested  11  
    

2. African American Students  

PASS plus PASS+  
     

PASS+  
     

Number of students tested  
     

3. Hispanic or Latino Students  

PASS plus PASS+  
     

PASS+  
     

Number of students tested  
     

4. Special Education Students  

PASS plus PASS+  
     

PASS+  
     

Number of students tested  
     

5. English Language Learner Students  

PASS plus PASS+  
     

PASS+  
     

Number of students tested  
     

6.  

PASS plus PASS+  
     

PASS+  
     

Number of students tested  
     

NOTES:   
 
The administration of the state assessments was changed from fall to spring during the 2008-2009 school year. 

12IN7 
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STATE CRITERION-REFERENCED TESTS 

Subject: Mathematics  Grade: Weighted Average  
 

   2010-2011  2009-2010  2008-2009  2007-2008  2006-2007  

Testing Month  
     

SCHOOL SCORES  

PASS plus PASS+  94  92  84  87  86  

PASS+  56  48  32  31  21  

Number of students tested  174  167  167  151  171  

Percent of total students tested  100  100  100  100  100  

Number of students alternatively assessed 0  0  0  0  0  

Percent of students alternatively assessed  0  0  0  0  0  

SUBGROUP SCORES  

1. Free/Reduced-Price Meals/Socio-economic Disadvantaged Students  

PASS plus PASS+  87  0  0  0  0  

PASS+  43  0  0  0  0  

Number of students tested  23  0  0  0  0  

2. African American Students  

PASS plus PASS+  0  0  0  0  0  

PASS+  0  0  0  0  0  

Number of students tested  0  0  0  0  0  

3. Hispanic or Latino Students  

PASS plus PASS+  0  0  0  0  0  

PASS+  0  0  0  0  0  

Number of students tested  0  0  0  0  0  

4. Special Education Students  

PASS plus PASS+  0  0  90  0  0  

PASS+  0  0  20  0  0  

Number of students tested  0  0  10  0  0  

5. English Language Learner Students  

PASS plus PASS+  0  0  0  0  0  

PASS+  0  0  0  0  0  

Number of students tested  0  0  0  0  0  

6.  

PASS plus PASS+  0  0  0  0  0  

PASS+  0  0  0  0  0  

Number of students tested  0  0  0  0  0  

NOTES:   

12IN7 
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STATE CRITERION-REFERENCED TESTS 

Subject: Reading  Grade: Weighted Average  
 

   2010-2011  2009-2010  2008-2009  2007-2008  2006-2007  

Testing Month  
     

SCHOOL SCORES  

PASS plus PASS+  95  93  91  92  94  

PASS+  36  37  21  24  27  

Number of students tested  174  167  167  151  171  

Percent of total students tested  100  100  100  100  100  

Number of students alternatively assessed 0  0  0  0  0  

Percent of students alternatively assessed  0  0  0  0  0  

SUBGROUP SCORES  

1. Free/Reduced-Price Meals/Socio-economic Disadvantaged Students  

PASS plus PASS+  87  0  0  0  0  

PASS+  21  0  0  0  0  

Number of students tested  23  0  0  0  0  

2. African American Students  

PASS plus PASS+  0  0  0  0  0  

PASS+  0  0  0  0  0  

Number of students tested  0  0  0  0  0  

3. Hispanic or Latino Students  

PASS plus PASS+  0  0  0  0  0  

PASS+  0  0  0  0  0  

Number of students tested  0  0  0  0  0  

4. Special Education Students  

PASS plus PASS+  0  0  100  0  0  

PASS+  0  0  20  0  0  

Number of students tested  0  0  10  0  0  

5. English Language Learner Students  

PASS plus PASS+  0  0  0  0  0  

PASS+  0  0  0  0  0  

Number of students tested  0  0  0  0  0  

6.  

PASS plus PASS+  0  0  0  0  0  

PASS+  0  0  0  0  0  

Number of students tested  0  0  0  0  0  

NOTES:   

12IN7 


