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PART | - ELIGIBILITY CERTIFICATION 12IN7

The signatures on the first page of this applicatiertify that each of the statements below coricgriie
school’s eligibility and compliance with U.S. Depaent of Education, Office for Civil Rights (OCR)
requirements is true and correct.

1.

10.

The school has some configuration that includesoomaore of grades K-12. (Schools on the same
campus with one principal, even K-12 schools, napgtly as an entire school.)

The school has made adequate yearly progress eaclioy the past two years and has not been
identified by the state as "persistently dangerovigtiin the last two years.

To meet final eligibility, the school must meet 8tate's Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP)
requirement in the 2011-2012 school year. AYP rbestertified by the state and all appeals
resolved at least two weeks before the awards @argfior the school to receive the award.

If the school includes grades 7 or higher, the sthwst have foreign language as a part of its
curriculum and a significant number of studentgrades 7 and higher must take foreign language
courses.

The school has been in existence for five full getrat is, from at least September 2006.

The nominated school has not received the Bluedrilgrhools award in the past five years: 2007,
2008, 2009, 2010 or 2011.

The nominated school or district is not refusingRo&cess to information necessary to investigate
a civil rights complaint or to conduct a districte® compliance review.

OCR has not issued a violation letter of findingshte school district concluding that the
nominated school or the district as a whole haktgd one or more of the civil rights statutes. A
violation letter of findings will not be consideredtstanding if OCR has accepted a corrective
action plan from the district to remedy the viabati

The U.S. Department of Justice does not have aipgsdit alleging that the nominated school or
the school district as a whole has violated onmarre of the civil rights statutes or the
Constitution’s equal protection clause.

There are no findings of violations of the Indivadsi with Disabilities Education Act in a U.S.
Department of Education monitoring report that gpplthe school or school district in question; or
if there are such findings, the state or distraed bhorrected, or agreed to correct, the findings.



PART Il - DEMOGRAPHIC DATA 12IN7

All data arethe most recent year available.

DISTRICT
1. Number of schools in the distr 8 Elementary schools (includes&-
(per district designation): 2 Middle/Junior high schools

1 High schools
0 K-12 schools
11 Total schools in district

2. District per-pupil expenditure: 1130(
SCHOOL (To be completed by all schools)

3. Category that best describes the area where tlo®lssiocated: Suburban

4. Number of years the principal has been in her/bgtipn at this schoc 3

5. Number of students as of October 1, 2011 enroliexheh grade level or its equivalent in applying
school:

Grade |# of Males |# of Females |Grade Total # of Males |# of Females Grade Total
PreK 0 0 0 6 0 0 0

K 26 26 52 7 0 0 0

1 22 29 51 8 0 0 0

2 25 24 49 9 0 0 0

3 31 27 58 10 0 0 0

4 28 29 57 11 0 0 0

5 26 35 61 12 0 0 0

Total in Applying School: 328
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6. Racial/ethnic composition of the schc 0 % American Indian or Alaska Native

1% Asian

2 % Black or African American

5 % Hispanic or Latino
1 % Native Hawaiian or Otherdeific Islande

89 % White

2 % Two or more races

100 % Total

Only the seven standard categories should be nseporting the racial/ethnic composition of yoanasol.
The final Guidance on Maintaining, Collecting, éRelporting Racial and Ethnic data to the U.S.
Department of Education published in the Octobe2087Federal Registeprovides definitions for each
of the seven categories.

7. Student turnover, or mobility rate, during the 22101 school year: 11%
This rate is calculated using the grid below. &hewer to (6) is the mobility rate.

(1) Number of students who transferted
the school after October 1, 2010 until | 18
the end of the school year.

(2) Number of students who transferred
from the school after October 1, 2010 17
until the end of the school year.

(3) Total of all transferred students [sum 055
rows (1) and (2)].

(4) Total number of students in the school
as of October 1, 2010

(5) Total transferred students in row (3) 0.11
divided by total students in row (4). 7

(6) Amount in row (5) multiplied by 100. 11

312

8. Percent of English Language Learners in the school2%
Total number of ELL students in the school: 6
Number of non-English languages represented: 2
Specify non-English languages:

Spanish, Arabic
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9. Percent of students eligible for free/reduced-priceals: 19%
Total number of students who qualify: 61

If this method does not produce an accurate estinfahe percentage of students from low-income
families, or the school does not participate inftke and reduced-priced school meals program,lgupp
an accurate estimate and explain how the schoolledétd this estimate.

10. Percent of students receiving special educationces: 11%
Total number of students served: 37

Indicate below the number of students with distibdiaccording to conditions designated in the
Individuals with Disabilities Education Act. Do natld additional categories.

0 Autism 1 Orthopedic Impairment

0 Deafness 4 Other Health Impaired

0 Deaf-Blindness 8 Specific Learning Disability

0 Emotional Disturbance 16 Speech or Language Impairment

0 Hearing Impairment —OTraumatic Brain Injury

0 Mental Retardation 0 Visual Impairment Including Blindness
8 Multiple Disabilities 0 Developmentally Delayed

11.Indicate number of full-time and part-time staffmigers in each of the categories below:

Number of Staff
Full-Time Part-Time

Administrator(s) 1 0
Classroom teachers 12 0
Resource teachers/specialists
(e.g., reading specialist, media specialist, arsimUPE teachers, et 0 7
Paraprofessionals 0 11
Support staff
(e.g., school secretaries, custodians, cafeteti@saetc.) 2 5
Total number 15 23

12. Average school student-classroom teacher ratibjghthe number of students in the school

divided by the Full Time Equivalent of classrooradkers, e.g., 22:1: 2r:1
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13. Show daily student attendance rates. Only highashweed to supply yearly graduation re

20102011/2009201C2008200¢ 20072008 20062007
Daily student attendance 97% 97% 97% 98% 97%
High school graduation rate % % % % %

14.For schoolsending in grade 12 (high schoals):
Show what the students who graduated in Spring 284 Hoing as of Fall 2011.

Graduating class size:

Enrolled in a 4-year college or university
Enrolled in a community college
Enrolled in vocational training
Found employment
Military service
Other %
Total 0%
15. Indicate whether your school has previously reatadlational Blue Ribbon Schools award:

E;jNo

> Yes
If yes, what was the year of the award?



PART |1l - SUMMARY 12IN7

The Mission of Northview Elementary School, spatfents, and administrator is to provide a nurtgin
learning environment with high expectations, whadtetudents realize their cognitive, creative gaffve,
and moral potential. We believe interaction betwbeme, school and community positively enriches al
students, promotes lifetime learning, fosters aorapiation for individual differences and prepares
students for challenges in a global society.

Northview Elementary has been deeply embeddeckivVtiparaiso community for over 50 years, and is a
thriving educational organization known for its twiing environment, academic excellence, and
outstanding student achievement. Students arededwiith a dynamic learning experience, enriched
through thematic instruction, technology, a wealtmulticultural experiences, and an emphasis on
character development. Northview Elementary Scktaents come to actively participate in the leagni
experience and develop life skills to help themdmee vibrant and contributing members of our society

Valparaiso is located in northwest Indiana andhésRorter County Seat. The Valparaiso Community
School Corporation serves more than 6,000 studappspximately 330 of which attend Northview
Elementary School in kindergarten through fifthdgaValparaiso is a community of approximately 80,0
residents and includes the rich resource of Valgafdniversity and other regional post high school
campuses. Nearly 35% of Valparaiso citizens twéing/years or older have earned a Bachelors Degree
higher. The minority population stands at 8.1% afparaiso residents. The median household income in
Valparaiso is $45,799 with 9% living below the pdydevel. The demographic in Valparaiso is chaggin
as reflected in Northview’s Free and Reduced Limbulation which has nearly doubled in the lastéhr
years.

The curricular programs at Northview Elementary@&dlare designed to meet the unique needs of the
students in the learning community. In additiothie core academic subjects, students receive atisnu
in music, art, and physical education classesridraur each week. The media center and expansive
availability of technological hardware provides §tndents’ library and technology instructionaldiwat
least once each week. A full time Special Needshiesaservices the needs of identified studentsinvitie
resource room or the general education classrooime tie part time Speech Pathologist also works wit
students who have speech and language impairntargsh Language Learners (ELL) receive instruction
reflective of their Individualized Learning Plar&udents in need of Response to Instruction (RtNises
benefit from the services of several instructicaides, teachers, and trained volunteers. Diffeaitadi
curriculum and instruction benefit Northview’s highility students. The entire Northview learning
community benefits from the high level of collabva and cooperation evident among the Northview
staff. Present and former teachers, specials tisig) and instructional aides often work togetbesolve
challenges that students encounter, whether acadsadial, or emotional in nature.

Students are not the only learners at Northviele Staff stays abreast of the most current teaching
techniques and research. Staff members have warkkedane Kerschner of the Ophelia Project in
Creating a Safe School (CASS). In addition, tlaéf $tas participated in “Understanding our Kids i@bc
World” with Trudy Ludwig, a nationally recognizegesaker on bullying. Lynn Ecenbarger and Kristina
Smekens presented “Six + 1 Traits of Writing.” arigandle, a reading and life skills coach from the
C.L.A.S.S. organization, has most recently assiiedhview Elementary School teachers in applying
these strategies in the classroom.

There is an excellent working relationship betwienschool community, university community, and the
local community. A major key to the success of Ragw Elementary School is the value its parerasel
on education. This shared priority between hontesmhool promotes high student achievement and has
earned Northview Elementary School the designaifdndiana Four Star School for eight consecutive
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years and has met AYP criteria every year sinced@sption. Overall student attendance rates rdadlly
below 95% during any nine week grading term. Tlusigve relationship between school and home has
ignited many special before and after school culuim-related activities in which students may aptate,
including after-school athletics, choir, foreigmépage class, art club, game club, and book club.
Additionally, our PTO provides enriching after sohactivities during TV Turn-off Week in which all
students have the opportunity to participate.

Many intermediate students participate in a vardtiighly successful academic competitions thraugh
the year. Those competitions include the CountylidgeBee, the Spell Bowl (state champion), MathaBo
(top 12 in the state), and Science Bowl (five tistete champions). Although not a competition,ealels of
students enjoy the Accelerated Reader IncentivgrBno that was initiated in 2010.

In addition to academic challenges, Northview sbaledicated to improving its community and prawgi
service opportunities to its students. The Nortiw&udent Council is a state-recognized Honor Cibunc
for their positive contributions to Northview andyond. One of their many activities includes asxjst
with food collections for local food banks. The Kimis Kids (K-Kids) Club has enriched students’ $ive
through their involvement in service learning potgesuch as designing care packages to send tersold
overseas as well as raising funds to build schioofdghanistan.



PART IV - INDICATORS OF ACADEMIC SUCCESS 12IN7

1. Assessment Results;

A. The purpose of the mandatory Indiana Statewidgifigefor Educational Progress Plus (ISTEP+)
program is to measure student achievement in thiecuareas of English/Language Arts, Mathematics,
Science (Grades 4 and 6 only), and Social Stu@esdes 5 and 7 only). In particular, ISTEP+ reports
student achievement levels according to the Indrsaemic Standards that were adopted in November
2000 by the Indiana State Board of Education. Aplisa Skills Assessment and a Multiple-Choice
Assessment, which are required components of tRERS program, are used to measure these standards.
Cut scores are set for each grade level in eagedubsted.

Students demonstrate proficiency by exceeding teaptermined cut scores. Students who exceedithe ¢
score are determined to have reached or exceedédgncy in the tested area. These students ateda
either “Pass” or “Pass+". Pass+ indicates a highallef proficiency as determined by an additional ¢
score. Students who did not meet the tested peoidgi are ranked “Did Not Pass”.

Northview Elementary staff expects each studeshtiw appropriate growth on standardized tests with
each year. Northview Elementary School has continadnave student mastery levels hovering arouad th
low to mid 90% range; significantly above the stterage. In addition, PL221 data indicates thail 1
rate of improvement (1.3%) has increased over @@ 2ate (1%). This continued growth may be attadu
to the use of NWEA MAP beginning at kindergartemider to differentiate instruction at the earliestls
and the implementation of Response to Interverdftorts. The Northview staff is committed to exteny
that growth rate by not only targeting low-achigystudents, but also high-achieving students thaldc
raise their levels from Pass to Pass+ on the IST&S8essment.

B. Northview staff members are committed to using dat@rive instruction, to assure all students aghie
academic success, and to address emerging achietvgames as soon as reasonably possible. Students wh
do not pass ISTEP+, or are predicted not to passdban Acuity and/or classroom performance daga, ar
immediately placed in Rtl plans. They are placetfiarible ability groups within the classroom foone
precise instruction, and the Rtl committee devekpadditional framework to address the gaps. The
committee including classroom teachers, a Speaaldd teacher, an education diagnostician, reading
specialist, and the principal, meets regularlydggedop comprehensive, individualized plans thatii®
students with additional educational assistancehvtargets specific academic goals. Parents ate kep
apprised of assessment data, and informed throagflerences and letters as to the nature of indalized
student achievement goals. When appropriate, a {soimaol connection is fostered, giving parents the
opportunity to work with their own children at horoe targeted skills. Struggling students at altigra
levels are also provided the opportunity to pgptibé in summer school programs in order to gain
additional targeted instruction.

At upper elementary levels, several other optiotist éor ensuring student success. Thenp Start
program gives students in grades 3-5 an opporttmiggrengthen core skills in reading and mathsThi
program takes place in spring, after deficits haeen identified, evaluated, and Rtl plans have lreen
place. Another program; théJ Study Buddyrogram, a partnership between Northview and \faipa
University, provides free tutoring after schoolumyjiversity students. Community volunteers, whiatiude
retired teachers, offer more intervention oppottasiduring the school day to help close achievémeps.
Instructional aides are also utilized to work wstiidents one-on-one or in small group settingariget
specific academic standards.

Summer school has traditionally been offered fodshts at all grade levels needing further remiedtian
the areas of reading and math. Small class sizbtaageted instruction are implemented in ordaidse
achievement gaps.



The Northview staff understands that there are nfiaciprs that may inhibit a student from reachiisgher
potential, and that not all of them are classroelated. In order to assure that all student neetlbeing
met, social worker and/or nurse referrals may bdenao that any extrinsic factors affecting student
learning are promptly addressed.

In the spring of 2011 there was a small subgroust (arge enough to be defined) in grades 3 and 5 i
which the paid lunch student performance coulddmepared with the free & reduced lunch student
performance on the ISTEP+. While this was the grlyr for that subgroup to date, it was noticed #3586
of paid lunch students and 82% of free & reducedtustudents passed the English/LA portion of the
ISTEP+ in grade 5. Furthermore, 97% of the paid¢hustudents passed the math portion of the ISTEP+
while 82% of free & reduced lunch students paskedrath portion in grade 5. There was no noticeable
achievement gap in grade 3 with no full trend y®daaent. However it has raised some concern about a
potential achievement gap beginning to appearicpdatly since the percentage of free & reducedesis
has nearly doubled in the past three years at Mekth This will be monitored closely in coming ysa
Free tutoring with Valparaiso University studedismp Start classes, as well as summer school slasse
being offered to identified students in order tdrads this goal. Additionally, instructional aice= retired
teachers are utilized to reinforce classroom imsivn. Rtl, as previously mentioned, is another ponent
of assuring these students’ success and closing@rngvement gap.

2. Using Assessment Results:

Long before any state mandates were handed dong plefore the existence of Rtl, Northview Elementar
School relied on assessment results as one of toalsyto help drive instruction for student success
Northview staff members have realized that as stahzied test scores become a more important arlet pub
measure of student mastery of curriculum, it isontgint to use a variety of assessment data toshetients
achieve their full potential.

Northview School uses a variety of assessment,taol$ dedicates weekly time for teachers and
administration to collaborate not only on test hssiput on best practice techniques to help stingg
students succeed, and successful students redwr Hdpta is used to help develop reading plarisaitea
differentiated, challenging, and based on corei@ultm.

Students participate in a number of assessmerttprihvdde teachers with valuable data. In kindetegar
DIBELS is administered to identify early readingpogalntervention strategies are initiated and psgis
monitored. In primary grades, students take NWEAst¢ghree times annually to help determine what
interventions may be necessary for student sucthgeer grades take Acuity tests three times per, yewal
trends in data are used to pinpoint areas of fimushole class and small group instruction. Aduhally,
STAR reading and math assessments are utilizdtigrade levels to establish initial baselines, emtrack
growth throughout the school year. Finally, summ@atests required by the Indiana Department of
Education (ISTEP+) are administered in the sprihgach school year. The results of the ISTEP+
assessment ensure a high degree of alignment witthlew’s curriculum to the applicable state-level
standards and provide data from which curricul@igiens are made and initiatives are implemented.

Parents are kept abreast of their child’s acadectieevement througBEdline,an online gradebook that is
updated weekly, which parents and students can aiemy time. Parents also receive assessment data,
either NWEA or Acuity, directly from the principal online. This data may be used to develop Rtipla
for individual students, and to drive instructiontihe classroom. Upper elementary students aredaov
with immediate feedback from the Acuity assessméragyeted lessons and practice are offered to help
students master standards identified by the aseesstata. Flexible skill groups within the classroare
also developed in order to meet individual studesgds.

ISTEP standardized test score results are disédbiat parents, and are part of the data that i tase
determine the need for placement and/or intervastfor the following school year. General scores an
growth data are also communicated in newspaper &omnavailable on the state website so that pacants
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be fully aware and involved in their child’s praéacy and growth.

Northview Elementary School has been focused omawipg student writing across the curriculum for
several years and is beginning to see positivdtsefsam the effort. Upon review of recent datayas felt
that improvement could be made in the area of ngadbmprehension and in particular, writing in @sge
to what is read. The intervention strategies,udiig staff training on the Six + 1 Traits of Winigj, were
implemented to improve all areas of the studerdatiamic progress regardless of the curriculum area
the students’ prior knowledge.

3. Sharing Lessons L earned:

Education is a community of sharing, and Northviaff members believe that we learn best in the
company of our peers. Several collaboration mestingbughout the year give grade-level colleaghes t
opportunity to share ideas, strategies, and méteanith others in the district. Dedicated weekly
collaboration time has been created for in-houseist) opportunities, both among and between grade
levels to enhance student achievement.

Northview's principal has shared strategies andMedge through presentations with the Indiana
Department of Education primarily at the regiomaddl by addressing topics including Acuity best
practices, effective use of data, interpreting rep@nd implementing instructional resources.

Two Northview teachers created and presented askogkfor beginning teachers in the school distfibe
core concepts and applications presented invokelthblogy integration in classrooms using the
technology hardware available within the Valparaimonmunity School district.

Northview kindergarten teachers participate ininfational events for perspective kindergarten sitgle
outlining key concepts for new kindergarten studgelm addition, meetings which build professional
partnerships with those in the early childhood cemity are held. Furthermore, one of our kindergarte
teachers presented current information and expessadf the Indiana Standards and the move toward
Common Core Standards to a local preschool.

Another teacher sponsors the “K-Kids,” a partngrstith a local Kiwanis group, aimed at providing
community service opportunities for students; thecgsses of which are then shared with local cortgnun
groups.

Northview’s art teacher is an officer in the Artsdgiation of Indiana. This association providesous
opportunities to share strategies as well as to igfdormation regarding best practices in the afghe
Visual Arts on a routine basis. Annual Associatieorkshops are held at Northview in which strategie
and student work are highlighted. Many other opputtes are provided for students to showcase their
artistic work in a variety of community events aaliw

4. Engaging Familiesand Communities:

Northview Elementary School prides itself on builglirelationships with not only the students, bebal
families, and the surrounding community. Northviewld a sense of school “family” through several
avenues. The strong Parent-Teacher Organizaticagesdaculty and parents to cooperatively address
issues that relate to the well-being of studergsyell as the planning and implementation of many
activities, ranging from guest speakers to schpohsored functions. Parents and other community
members are invited to serve on committees thagXample, seek to improve safety procedures and
review curriculum.

The school believes wholeheartedly in ongoing aeduent communication with parents. Northview’s
website is updated regularly with important infotima. Teachers meet regularly with parents to discu
student academic, social and emotional progress.plntnership is critical to the success of thelsnts,
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and consequently, the school. Similarly, parentintders are encouraged to participate in the dassin
a variety of ways. This experience builds firsth&ndwledge of curriculum and instruction, empowegrin
parents to be a part of their child’s educationalpey.

Northview has instituted a telephone messagingay$d supply parents with a multitude of
announcements, including upcoming meetings, speegits, lunch account balance, school closings and
reminders. Likewise, each student/family has actteas online progress report, which is updatedkiyee
for immediate access to both assignments and grades

Northview hosts several events throughout the y@endparents’ Day, the Multicultural Festival and
annual Fall Carnival are well-attended events éim@burage families and community members to begbart
school activities. Laps-4-Learning combines physeclucation standards with a fundraising initiatiVais
display of Northview teamwork makes for an enjogablealthy and profitable afternoon for all agesld~
Day is a much-anticipated annual event, involviagepts and extended family.

Additionally, Northview hosts both the Primary a@dneral Elections, giving local citizens the oppoitly

to personally see the hard work of both studendsssaiff. Additional community-building activitieaélude
the Variety Show, Music Program, Family Fun Nigimid various art shows held at public venues, sach a
Valparaiso University and local parks.
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PART V - CURRICULUM AND INSTRUCTION 12IN7

1. Curriculum:

The teachers of the Valparaiso Community Schoolg kkeeated a well-defined curriculum at all grade
levels. Teachers in grades kindergarten througlvengave Standard Based Curriculum Guides writien b
faculty committees to help ensure that what istaiggbased upon Indiana Academic Standards and
Common Core Standards as well as the local neenigraftudents. The curriculum indicates what sttglen
are to learn at each grade level and has beeredligorizontally as well as vertically throughouws trades
to meet Indiana Standards. The Instructional Mapiwieach curriculum guide clearly identifies wteen
skill should be introduced, expanded, or masténéth this curriculum in hand, teachers throughdnet t
school corporation can align their instructionhe standards created by the State of Indiana thatracial
to the success of all children. As a result, ctamsr instruction at Northview Elementary School usdgd

by written curriculum and Indiana Academic Standaadd Common Core Standards. Curriculum is
updated every six years, preceding the selectiorewftextbooks, and following the state textbook
adoption cycle. Copies of the curriculum are magslable to teachers to guide instructional plagnin
Daily classroom schedules are developed to prceumele opportunity for all curricular standards &rbet
or exceeded.

Language Arts

The language arts component incorporates the nmetyte reading block, wherein phonemic awareness,
phonics, vocabulary, fluency and comprehensiorfaemost in instruction. Differentiation is a priiyt
evidenced by literacy stations, guided reading pspand novel studies. The reading series from
MacMillan McGraw-Hill contains both an enrichmesipact in the leveled readers as well as a
comprehensive intervention piece, Triumphs. Noatwiltilizes the Six + 1 Traits of Writing to driead
evaluate writing across the curriculum. Grammar spalling are embedded in the whole writing process

Math

Bridges math uses an experiential, inquiry basguageh to learning the foundations of mathematics.
Northview’s math curriculum is closely aligned whibth state and NCTM standards. Number sense,
computation, and problem solving are integratedicitive, hands-on groups, both small and large. This
accommodates various types of learners, meetingiddl student needs.

Science

Northview's hands-on curriculum, National Geograpls integrated into other areas of the curricylum
applicable to nearly all content areas. Life, eartt physical science are the basic foundatiobsiitding
the understanding of scientific inquiry. Again, $hgaoup work is conducive to the many science
explorations conducted.

Social Studies

History, civics/government, geography, and econerare the core of our curriculum. Harcourt Bracinés
series currently used to exceed state standardsh&es often enrich Social Studies education thrdigdd
trips, guest speakers, and multicultural experisnce

Visual and Performing Arts

Visual and performing arts gives students an opipdst to express themselves and learn from othrers i
creative and unique ways. Northview’s art teachegrates other curricular areas into art instounctas
well as various multicultural aspects of life. At in Residence bring a real life dynamic to tregpam,
and Northview’s Art Parent program gives an ovemid art history within the classroom setting.
Music involves responding, creating and perforntmgusic. Northview’s student body and its choir
performs regularly for the community.
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Health/Physical Education/Nutrition

All students participate in physical education sksstwice weekly. In the classroom, health edueatio
encompasses topics such as nutrition, growth, parsafety, body systems, life skills, character
development, and making healthy choices. Thidustilated through Northview's participation in Caf
Valparaiso’s Fit City, Laps-4-Learning and FieldyDa

Technology

Technology is a tool for instruction in every carttarea. Technology is used to instruct, diffesetand
make diagnostic decisions regarding how best td mdevidual learner needs in a relevant and engagi
fashion. It is integral part of each school daiNatthview.

2. Reading/English:

Reading is a primary focus at Northview Elementaehool, evidenced by a ninety minute reading block
for all grade levels. Differentiation is facilitatevithin the reading block by the utilization oftructional
aides to work with flexible differentiated groups.

The current reading series, MacMillan/McGraw-Hiticludes a variety of resources that can be used to
reinforce instruction. The program is structuredtdd comprehension strategies within the framéwadr
Bloom’s Taxonomy. Both fiction and non-fiction sefiens over a variety of genres are used to teach
reading standards. Leveled readers are availalireeach story. Teachers also supplement with @tyeof
materials to immerse students in literature. Sttedespond to reading in a variety of ways, suchriasng
prompts or journals. Classrooms utilize literagtisns to incorporate the multiple intelligence®in
reading instruction. The tasks at these statiotlsde the five major tenets of reading instructmal
engage learners by allowing choices within the &nark of the lesson. Novel studies offer cross-
curricular learning opportunities and promote alof literature.

Students not only have access to the school lipbartycan also request a book from anywhere irstheol
system. Classes visit the library at least oncekiyewith all students having individual access whe
possible.

Technology also plays a role in reading instructiaecelerated Readés used throughout the building.
Each grade level sets appropriate AR goals forestiscto reach each grading quarter. Students wiegb me
these goals are then rewarded. A large bulletimbagthe school’'s main entrance highlights thagdents
who have achieved beyond expectations.

Students tak&TAR readinga computerized test, to identify and individualizstruction. The tests provide
insight into a student’s reading levBtudy Island, Reading A-Z, Read Naturadiyd Acuityare other
examples of supplemental programs used to reinfe@d#ing strategies.

Primary students needing assistance with readimgigen additional support four days a week from a
FROG (Fluent Reading Our Goal) teacher. Valpardisiversity “Study Buddies” work with identified
students in grades 3-5 after school regularly pliog further reinforcement.

3. Mathematics:

Northview Elementary’s staff uses an inquiry-bakesaning method to teach both the state aligned and
Common Core mathematics standaitsdges by The Math Learning Center, is the current ingional
program, which emphasizes student exploration sswbdery of math concepts through a hands-on
approach. Students work in variety of settingsluiding small groups, whole class, and as indivigugth
a variety of manipulatives to gain an understandihgnathematical foundations. Games, journals,
manipulatives, calendars, and vocabulary cardsised at each grade level. Students also utilizéoate
Connection” component that encourages parentahiauent through a variety of activities. The pragra
is designed to build on prior year's experiencestdring a true understanding of mathematical qusce
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Math instruction is seamlessly integrated into ottantent areas. All staff members incorporate math
concepts into instruction, as evidenced by aroles®n cubism and music lessons on beats per minute
Furthermore, mental math concepts are reinforceihysical education through scorekeeping and seienc
provides an additional platform for experiencemith through measurement and graphing. Socialestudi
likewise, includes activities with latitude/longitet and many other geometrical concepts.

Technology is used to reinforce and support infisacStudy Islandéind Acuityare internet-based
programs that are used to identify students’ needssupply corresponding lessolkath Facts in a Flash
is another computer program used to monitor stgtlemdstery of facts.

Instructional aides are utilized to review and faice math concepts taught, as well as serviceestad
identified for Rtl. The aides work with small graupr individual students to ensure understanding.

Intermediate students who struggle with math pieficy are given support through an after-school
program called&tudy BuddiesThrough a partnership with Valparaiso Universityllege students are

paired with children to work on areas of difficuliijhe buddies meet regularly for forty-five minufes
session. Other areas of support includeltirap Starand summer school programs, which are designed to
close notes achievement gaps.

Additionally, students who excel in math are oftetke opportunity to compete in the Math Bowl
competition. Northview Elementary has participatethe Math Bowl competition for over ten yearsgan
has usually placing in the top ten of more thanlmmedred schools competing in the state.

4. Additional Curriculum Area:

Northview believes that in our ever changing wosikchools must not only educate students in basijesu
areas, but must also help to prepare them foirligedigital world. Our school district has iderd several
key standards to achieve this philosophy that geliCreativity and Innovation, Communication and
Collaboration, Research and Information Fluencyticat Thinking, Digital Citizenship, and Technolpg
Operations. Being at the elementary level, we fguumarily on Creativity and Innovation as well as
Communication and Collaboration in order to buiild foundations for future technological learning.

Digital literacy is fostered through direct insttion of basic operations and enhanced through softw
programs and web applications that provide creatuttets. In the primary grades, students use Biiayo
create and share their own stories. Likewise, Kidsipn 3 facilitates problem solving as well as th
creation and use of graphic organizers. Sciencesacdhl Studies standards as well as technology
standards are addressed, for example, througlsthefudigitally simulated experiments and Venn
Diagrams to organize and categorize information.

In intermediate grades, students travel the warldally using Google Earth. Students communicaig a
collaborate with peers around the country via Skyperoaden their knowledge of various geographical
regions, dialects, and customs. Research projtote students to improve internet research skilkslev
addressing related standards and fostering a thirkhowledge. In performing these tasks, and gimggin
instruction of basic technology operations and fioms, student gain the skills necessary to thinve
today’s digital world.

Creativity and innovation skills are assessed usindent-created products that demonstrate praoficige
of technology. Second graders, for instance, rebgaresidents and write biographies, all whileneay
how to use the internet and search engines ateaa@yopriate level. Fifth graders produce simple
“yearbook” pages that incorporate many aspectsoofl\processing applications, while fourth graders
produce book reports on Prezi. All are assessapedific creative components.

Two mobile netbook labs in addition to a dedicatedhputer lab allow opportunities for students to
develop critical thinking skills and improve infoational fluency. An Instructional Technology Resmur
Specialist participates in classroom instructiod provides information on current applications degices

15



such as Study Island and Qwizdom remote resportigigrsnay be used to provide ongoing online
formative assessments.

Technology is a solid curricular area, but mucherthan that at Northview. It is incorporated inionse
do; all we teach; all we learn--it sets the fouratafor students to truly be life-long learners.

5. Instructional Methods;

Northview is dedicated to the success of all sttaJeand has implemented a variety of methods tarass
that all students reach their full potential. le tlassroom setting, dedicated instructional arde ts
provided during both reading and math instructgining teachers the opportunity to differentiate
accordingly.

In addition to classroom instruction, there are ynstnategies in place to provide for diverse sttide®ds.
ELL services are provided to meet the needs ofiEm¢dinguage learners. In primary grades, FROGgou
provide extra small-group instruction for strugglireaders to help close gaps in reading levels Rthe
committee meets weekly to develop plans for stugstniggling in academic or behavioral areas, and i
comprised of a diverse cross-section of staff membeor intermediate students, ®Bidy Buddyprogram

is offered. Both @ump Starand a summer school program have been develog@d\vme assistance for
the struggling learner.

Programs likeRead NaturallyandReading A — Assist challenged readers, whilecelerated Readajives
students reading goals for which to strive whil@iaving literacy and comprehensi@tudy Island

provides a variety of methods to help studentseaehproficiency with core curricular standards tigio
lessons, games, and interactive pracfitath Facts in a Flaskmelps to not only improve basic computation
skills, but also to challenge students who are edicg grade level expectations.

Decisions regarding student needs are gathereddreaniety of sources, including diagnostic testing
classroom performance, and teacher observationic&ted teacher collaboration time is built-inhe t
schedule every week, giving teachers an opporttimignalyze data in order to adjust instructiomtet
the needs of every learner. Teachers work amon@enss grade levels, and opportunities are prdvide
for teachers to collaborate with grade-level calezs across the district to share strategies, ressuand
successes.

At Northview, student success is the main pridigtyall staff members, and it is embedded in adidemic
decisions.

6. Professional Development:

Professional development at Northview is a deditptactice. Decisions about professional developmen
are made at a building and district level and pkrmesdeveloped. When Northview made the decisian as
staff to implement the Six +1 Writing Traits progranto our curriculum, it became a priority thatsthff
members participate not only in basic training, dlab in subsequent workshops. Professional
Development funds were used to purchase matetiats&s books, mini-lesson kits, bulletin boards, an
trade books that would help teachers to implemenptactice in order to augment student achievement
The Northview Parent Teacher Organization provigetlildent convocation to introduce the concept and
help teachers launch the program within their ctamas. A committee of teachers met to decide hast be
to use the program to meet curricular needs byialglessons with state standards, and developing a
grading system that encompassed the traits.

When an inquiry-based math program was selecteeléonentary grades, a philosophical shift frommprio

practices, the need for professional developmestreeognized and implemented. Teachers were gneen t
opportunity to attend a workshop which introdudeeht to the program and it's approach to instruction
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Funding for professional development has been wiiffieult to secure in recent years. Recognizingtth
the need for teachers to improve their craft welver abate. Northview has become more resourcgful b
encouraging teachers to share their expertisef. i@&hbership in the Professional Education Parhiers
Valparaiso University committee, affords Northviexachers the opportunity to attend professional
development conferences as well.

A school district technology specialist provideatine training opportunities, mentors teacherdhalatest
technological advances, shares technological atdbased learning materials, and assists in creating
meaningful lessons for children which use technplaga tool for instruction. Additionally, the spaist
hosts periodic workshops centered around teaclyeiested topics or new technology.

In the current school year, Northview has develapeelationship with a reading and life skills coagho
visits the building, working with all teachers. Hepics are aligned with current standards, coraaar
goals, C.L.A.S.S. life skills, and brain reseatdbr primary goal is to give teachers tools to Imeemore
effective in the classroom. Teachers collaborat@f@ hour each Wednesday, dedicating time for data
review, diagnostic decision-making and sharingrutdional strategies. Opportunities are also preditbr
cross- grade level and district-wide collaboration.

7. School Leadership:

At Northview, a shared sense of responsibilitytfer growth and achievement of all children hasltedu

in a high level of accountability and participatiamong the principal, teachers, support staff,arend
students of the learning community. While the d¢huaify principal may be the educational leader and
administrator, members of the Northview team hawvested themselves into various roles and leagershi
positions. The school’'s ultimate goal is to enghet students will perform at high levels and emgiagthe
pathways of lifetime learning. An organizationarfrework exists in which staff members participateo
variety of committees aimed at addressing schoaefl®@nd effectively carrying out the common goéls o
the school.

The principal is fully invested in the school commity and his leadership philosophy compels himeo b
highly accessible and engaged in modeling chaiattsrthat foster a caring community of learnéts.
knows each student by name, and participates paati of the school day from greeting studentbet
door each morning to interacting with studentsmyitearning experiences. This participation eaimsthe
respect of students and staff members and helpg&te a sense of community.

Knowing that the contributions of each member efstaff are unique and significant in nurturingdetots
and helping them realize their full potential, thencipal understands the importance of recruiing
hiring the best people that share Northview’s valaied mission. Those staff members complete their
assigned duties as well as volunteer additionad tioprovide students with enrichment

opportunities. These opportunities include BookiCldame Club, and motivational presentations and
activities.

Northview has a history of stable teacher and aihtnative leadership. This continuity maintainsositive
learning environment, but leadership is always iogKor strategies to improve the environment.

Currently, a committee is studying the possibitifyncorporating PBIS, a positive behavior reinfament
program, into the school. Northview has implemergédlassroom buddy” system among grade levels that
gives older students an opportunity to mentor yeummes, providing them with a chance to partiepat
leadership as well. Eighth grade C.A.S.S. mentarkwith fifth graders monthly, encouraging thenbt®
positive role models and active members of the @otmmmunity.

By making each individual a stakeholder in the éxalip of the school, a sense of pride and belgngin

assures that every member of the school commuaitiributes to making Northview a comfortable and
safe place for all students to reach their fullepial.
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PART VII - ASSESSMENT RESULTS

STATE CRITERION-REFERENCED TESTS

Subject: Mathematics

Grade: 3 Test: ISTEP+

Edition/Publication Year: 2008011 Publisher: CTB McGraviill
2010-2011 | 2009-2010 | 2008-2009 | 2007-2008 | 2006-2007

Mar

91
53
58
100

0

Testing Month Mar
SCHOOL SCORES

PASS plus PASS+ 93
PASS+ 49
Number of students tested 57
Percent of total students tested 100
Number of students alternatively assessed 0
Percent of students alternatively assessed 0
SUBGROUP SCORES

1. Free/Reduced-Price M eals/Socio-economic Disadvantaged Students
PASS plus PASS+ 92
PASS+ 42
Number of students tested 12

2. African American Students
PASS plus PASS+

PASS+

Number of students tested

3. Hispanic or Latino Students
PASS plus PASS+

PASS+

Number of students tested

4. Special Education Students
PASS plus PASS+

PASS+

Number of students tested

5. English Language L ear ner Students
PASS plus PASS+

PASS+

Number of students tested

6.

PASS plus PASS+

PASS+

Number of students tested

Mar Sep Sep
92 87 78
29 44 14
59 39 50
100 0 10 100
0 0 0
0 0 0
90
20
10

NOTES: The administration of the state assessments wagetdrom fall to spring during the 20@809 school yea

12IN7
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STATE CRITERION-REFERENCED TESTS

Subject: Reading

Grade: 3 Test: ISTEP+

Edition/Publication Year: 2008011 Publisher: CTB McGravHill

2010-2011
Testing Month Mar
SCHOOL SCORES
PASS plus PASS+ 96
PASS+ 26
Number of students tested 57
100

Number of students alternatively assessed 0

Percent of total students tested

Percent of students alternatively assessed 0
SUBGROUP SCORES

2009-2010 | 2008-2009 | 2007-2008 | 2006-2007

Mar Mar Sep Sep
97 97 92 98
36 17 33 14
58 59 39 50

100 100 0 10 100

1. Free/Reduced-Price M eal /Socio-economic Disadvantaged Students

PASS plus PASS+ 92
PASS+ 33
Number of students tested 12
2. African American Students

PASS plus PASS+

PASS+

Number of students tested

3. Hispanic or Latino Students

PASS plus PASS+

PASS+

Number of students tested

4. Special Education Students

PASS plus PASS+

PASS+

Number of students tested

5. English Language L ear ner Students

PASS plus PASS+

PASS+

Number of students tested

6.

PASS plus PASS+

PASS+

Number of students tested

100
20
10

NOTES: The administration of state assessments was chdrggadall to spring during the 2008309 school yea

12IN7
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Subject: Mathematics

STATE CRITERION-REFERENCED TESTS

Edition/Publication Year: 2008011 Publisher: CTB McGravHill
2010-2011 2009-201C| 2008-200¢ | 2007-2008 | 2006-2007

Testing Month Mar Mar Mar Sep
SCHOOL SCORES

PASS plus PASS+ 93 93 80 88
PASS+ 50 38 35 19
Number of students tested 56 60 51 52
Percent of total students tested 100 100 100 0 10
Number of students alternatively asse: 0 0 0 0
Percent of students alternatively assessed 0 0 0 0
SUBGROUP SCORES

1. Free/Reduced-Price M eal §/Socio-economic Disadvantaged Students
PASS plus PASS+

PASS+

Number of students tested

2. African American Students
PASS plus PASS+

PASS+

Number of students tested

3. Hispanic or Latino Students
PASS plus PASS+

PASS+

Number of students tested
4. Special Education Students
PASS plus PASS+

PASS+

Number of students tested

5. English Language L ear ner Students
PASS plus PASS+

PASS+

Number of students tested

6.

PASS plus PASS+

PASS+

Number of students tested

NOTES:

Grade: 4 Test: ISTEP+

S

2

100

ep

88
3
60

The administration of state assessments was chdrayadall to spring during the 2008-2009 schochrye

12IN7
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STATE CRITERION-REFERENCED TESTS

Subject: Reading

Grade: 4 Test: ISTEP+

Edition/Publication Year: 2008011 Publisher: CTB McGravHill

2010-2011| 2009-2010| 2008-2009 | 2007-2008 | 2006-2007

Testing Month Mar Mar Mar Sep Sep
SCHOOL SCORES

PASS plus PASS+ 95 93 88 92 92
PASS+ 45 33 27 19 37
Number of students tested 56 60 51 52 60
Percent of total students tested 100 100 100 0 1C 100
Number of students alternatively assessed 0 0 0 0 0
Percent of students alternatively assessed 0 o] 0 0 0

SUBGROUP SCORES

1. Free/Reduced-Price M eal /Socio-economic Disadvantaged Students

PASS plus PASS+

PASS+

Number of students tested

2. African American Students
PASS plus PASS+

PASS+

Number of students tested

3. Hispanic or Latino Students
PASS plus PASS+

PASS+

Number of students tested

4. Special Education Students
PASS plus PASS+

PASS+

Number of students tested

5. English Language L ear ner Students
PASS plus PASS+

PASS+

Number of students tested

6.

PASS plus PASS+

PASS+

Number of students tested
NOTES:

The administration of the state assessments wamgetldrom fall to spring during the 20@809 school yea

12IN7
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STATE CRITERION-REFERENCED TESTS
Subject: Mathematics Grade: 5 Test: ISTEP+
Edition/Publication Year: 2008011 Publisher: CTB McGraviill

2010-2011| 2009-201C| 2008-200¢ | 2007-2008€ | 2006-2007

Testing Month Mar Mar Mar Sep Sep
SCHOOL SCORES

PASS plus PASS+ 97 94 82 88 93
PASS+ 70 57 33 35 25
Number of students tested 61 49 57 60 61
Percent of total students tested 100 100 100 0 10 100
Number of students alternatively asse: 0 0 0 0 0
Percent of students alternatively assessed 0 0 0 0 0
SUBGROUP SCORES

1. Free/Reduced-Price M eal §/Socio-economic Disadvantaged Students

PASS plus PASS+ 82

PASS+ 45

Number of students tested 11

2. African American Students
PASS plus PASS+

PASS+

Number of students tested

3. Hispanic or Latino Students
PASS plus PASS+

PASS+

Number of students tested

4. Special Education Students
PASS plus PASS+

PASS+

Number of students tested

5. English Language L ear ner Students
PASS plus PASS+

PASS+

Number of students tested

6.

PASS plus PASS+

PASS+

Number of students tested
NOTES:

The administration of state assessments was chdrayadall to spring during the 2008-2009 schochrye
12IN7
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STATE CRITERION-REFERENCED TESTS

Subject: Reading

Grade: 5 Test: ISTEP+

Edition/Publication Year: 2008011 Publisher: CTB McGravHill

2010-2011| 2009-2010| 2008-2009 | 2007-2008 | 2006-2007

Testing Month Mar Mar Mar Sep Sep
SCHOOL SCORES

PASS plus PASS+ 95 90 89 92 93
PASS+ 38 45 21 23 28
Number of students tested 61 49 57 60 61
Percent of total students tested 100 100 100 0 1C 100
Number of students alternatively assessed 0 0 0 0 0
Percent of students alternatively assessed 0 o] 0 0 0

SUBGROUP SCORES

1. Free/Reduced-Price M eal /Socio-economic Disadvantaged Students

PASS plus PASS+

PASS+

Number of students tested

2. African American Students
PASS plus PASS+

PASS+

Number of students tested

3. Hispanic or Latino Students
PASS plus PASS+

PASS+

Number of students tested

4. Special Education Students
PASS plus PASS+

PASS+

Number of students tested

5. English Language L ear ner Students
PASS plus PASS+

PASS+

Number of students tested

6.

PASS plus PASS+

PASS+

Number of students tested
NOTES:

82
9
11

The administration of the state assessments wamgetldrom fall to spring during the 20@809 school yea

12IN7
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STATE CRITERION-REFERENCED TESTS

Subject: Mathematics

Testing Month
SCHOOL SCORES

PASS plus PASS+ 94 92 84
PASS+ 56 48 32
Number of students tested 174 167 167
Percent of total students tested 100 100 100
Number of students alternatively asse: 0 0 0
Percent of students alternatively assessed 0 0 0

SUBGROUP SCORES

Grade: Weighted Average

1. Free/Reduced-Price M eal §/Socio-economic Disadvantaged Students

PASS plus PASS+

PASS+

Number of students tested

2. African American Students
PASS plus PASS+

PASS+

Number of students tested

3. Hispanic or Latino Students
PASS plus PASS+

PASS+

Number of students tested

4. Special Education Students
PASS plus PASS+

PASS+

Number of students tested

5. English Language L ear ner Students
PASS plus PASS+

PASS+

Number of students tested

6.

PASS plus PASS+

PASS+

Number of students tested
NOTES:

87 0 0
43 0 0
23 0 0
0 0 0
0 0 0
0 0 0
0 0 0
0 0 0
0 0 0
0 0 90
0 0 20
0 0 10
0 0 0
0 0 0
0 0 0
0 0 0
0 0 0
0 0 0
12IN7

2010-2011| 2009-201C| 2008-200¢ | 2007-2008€ | 2006-2007

87 86
31 21
151 171
0 10 100
0 0
0 0
0 0
0 0
0 0
0 0
0 0
0 0
0 0
0 0
0 0
0 0
0 0
0 0
0 0
0 0
0 0
0 0
0 0
0 0

24



STATE CRITERION-REFERENCED TESTS
Subject: Reading Grade: Weighted Average

2010-2011| 2009-201C| 2008-200¢ | 2007-2008 | 2006-2007
Testing Month
SCHOOL SCORES

PASS plus PASS+ 95 93 91 92 94
PASS+ 36 37 21 24 27
Number of students tested 174 167 167 151 171
Percent of total students tested 100 100 100 0 10 100
Number of students alternatively asse: 0 0 0 0 0
Percent of students alternatively assessed 0 0 0 0 0
SUBGROUP SCORES
1. Free/Reduced-Price M eal §/Socio-economic Disadvantaged Students
PASS plus PASS+ 87 0 0 0 0
PASS+ 21 0 0 0 0
Number of students tested 23 0 0 0 0
2. African American Students
PASS plus PASS+ 0 0 0 0 0
PASS+ 0 0 0 0 0
Number of students tested 0 0 0 0 0
3. Hispanic or Latino Students
PASS plus PASS+ 0 0 0 0 0
PASS+ 0 0 0 0 0
Number of students tested 0 0 0 0 0
4. Special Education Students
PASS plus PASS+ 0 0 100 0 0
PASS+ 0 0 20 0 0
Number of students tested 0 0 10 0 0
5. English Language L ear ner Students
PASS plus PASS+ 0 0 0 0 0
PASS+ 0 0 0 0 0
Number of students tested 0 0 0 0 0
6.
PASS plus PASS+ 0 0 0 0 0
PASS+ 0 0 0 0 0
Number of students tested 0 0 0 0 0
NOTES:

12IN7
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