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PART I - ELIGIBILITY CERTIFICATION  12CA28 

 

The signatures on the first page of this application certify that each of the statements below concerning the 
school’s eligibility and compliance with U.S. Department of Education, Office for Civil Rights (OCR) 
requirements is true and correct.   

1. The school has some configuration that includes one or more of grades K-12.  (Schools on the same 
campus with one principal, even K-12 schools, must apply as an entire school.) 

2. The school has made adequate yearly progress each year for the past two years and has not been 
identified by the state as "persistently dangerous" within the last two years. 

3. To meet final eligibility, the school must meet the state's Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP) 
requirement in the 2011-2012 school year. AYP must be certified by the state and all appeals 
resolved at least two weeks before the awards ceremony for the school to receive the award. 

4. If the school includes grades 7 or higher, the school must have foreign language as a part of its 
curriculum and a significant number of students in grades 7 and higher must take foreign language 
courses. 

5. The school has been in existence for five full years, that is, from at least September 2006. 

6. The nominated school has not received the Blue Ribbon Schools award in the past five years: 2007, 
2008, 2009, 2010 or 2011. 

7. The nominated school or district is not refusing OCR access to information necessary to investigate 
a civil rights complaint or to conduct a district-wide compliance review. 

8. OCR has not issued a violation letter of findings to the school district concluding that the 
nominated school or the district as a whole has violated one or more of the civil rights statutes. A 
violation letter of findings will not be considered outstanding if OCR has accepted a corrective 
action plan from the district to remedy the violation. 

9. The U.S. Department of Justice does not have a pending suit alleging that the nominated school or 
the school district as a whole has violated one or more of the civil rights statutes or the 
Constitution’s equal protection clause. 

10. There are no findings of violations of the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act in a U.S. 
Department of Education monitoring report that apply to the school or school district in question; or 
if there are such findings, the state or district has corrected, or agreed to correct, the findings. 
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PART II - DEMOGRAPHIC DATA  12CA28 

All data are the most recent year available.  

DISTRICT 

1. Number of schools in the district 6  Elementary schools (includes K-8) 

   (per district designation):  2  Middle/Junior high schools  

 
2  High schools  

 
0  K-12 schools  

 
10  Total schools in district  

2. District per-pupil expenditure:  7071 
 

SCHOOL (To be completed by all schools) 

3. Category that best describes the area where the school is located:   Suburban 

   

4. Number of years the principal has been in her/his position at this school: 13 

   

5. Number of students as of October 1, 2011 enrolled at each grade level or its equivalent in applying 
school:  

   

   

Grade # of Males # of Females Grade Total 
  # of Males # of Females Grade Total 

PreK  0  0  0     6  222  203  425  

K  0  0  0     7  227  218  445  

1  0  0  0     8  209  204  413  

2  0  0  0     9  0  0  0  

3  0  0  0     10  0  0  0  

4  0  0  0     11  0  0  0  

5  0  0  0     12  0  0  0  

Total in Applying School: 1283  
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12CA28 

6. Racial/ethnic composition of the school: 1 % American Indian or Alaska Native  

   17 % Asian 
 

   3 % Black or African American   
   19 % Hispanic or Latino   
   1 % Native Hawaiian or Other Pacific Islander  
   57 % White   
   2 % Two or more races   
      100 % Total   

Only the seven standard categories should be used in reporting the racial/ethnic composition of your school. 
The final Guidance on Maintaining, Collecting, and Reporting Racial and Ethnic data to the U.S. 
Department of Education published in the October 19, 2007 Federal Register provides definitions for each 
of the seven categories. 

7. Student turnover, or mobility rate, during the 2010-2011 school year:    2% 

   
This rate is calculated using the grid below.  The answer to (6) is the mobility rate. 
   

(1) Number of students who transferred to 
the school after October 1, 2010 until 
the end of the school year.  

17  

(2) Number of students who transferred 
from the school after October 1, 2010 
until the end of the school year.  

11  

(3) Total of all transferred students [sum of 
rows (1) and (2)].  

28  

(4) Total number of students in the school 
as of October 1, 2010  

1283 

(5) Total transferred students in row (3) 
divided by total students in row (4).  

0.02 

(6) Amount in row (5) multiplied by 100.  2  
 

   

8. Percent of English Language Learners in the school:   0% 

   Total number of ELL students in the school:    8 

   Number of non-English languages represented:    4 

   
Specify non-English languages:  

Spanish, Korean, Finnish, and Arabic 
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12CA28 

9. Percent of students eligible for free/reduced-priced meals:   13% 

   Total number of students who qualify:    172 

   

If this method does not produce an accurate estimate of the percentage of students from low-income 
families, or the school does not participate in the free and reduced-priced school meals program, supply 
an accurate estimate and explain how the school calculated this estimate. 

10. Percent of students receiving special education services:   7% 

   Total number of students served:    88 

   

Indicate below the number of students with disabilities according to conditions designated in the 
Individuals with Disabilities Education Act. Do not add additional categories.  

 
16 Autism  3 Orthopedic Impairment  

 
0 Deafness  17 Other Health Impaired  

 
0 Deaf-Blindness  34 Specific Learning Disability  

 
1 Emotional Disturbance  10 Speech or Language Impairment  

 
3 Hearing Impairment  0 Traumatic Brain Injury  

 
2 Mental Retardation  1 Visual Impairment Including Blindness  

 
0 Multiple Disabilities  0 Developmentally Delayed  

 

   

11. Indicate number of full-time and part-time staff members in each of the categories below:  

   

 
Number of Staff  

 Full-Time   Part-Time  
Administrator(s)   3  

 
0  

Classroom teachers   40  
 

5  

Resource teachers/specialists 
(e.g., reading specialist, media specialist, art/music, PE teachers, etc.) 1   2  

Paraprofessionals  4  
 

15  

Support staff 
(e.g., school secretaries, custodians, cafeteria aides, etc.)  7   7  

Total number  55  
 

29  
 

   

12. Average school student-classroom teacher ratio, that is, the number of students in the school 
divided by the Full Time Equivalent of classroom teachers, e.g., 22:1:    

32:1 
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12CA28 

13. Show daily student attendance rates. Only high schools need to supply yearly graduation rates. 

 

   2010-2011 2009-2010 2008-2009 2007-2008 2006-2007 

Daily student attendance  97%  97%  97%  97%  97%  

High school graduation rate %  %  %  %  %  
 

   

14. For schools ending in grade 12 (high schools): 
Show what the students who graduated in Spring 2011 are doing as of Fall 2011.   

 

Graduating class size:     
   
Enrolled in a 4-year college or university  %  
Enrolled in a community college  %  
Enrolled in vocational training  %  
Found employment  %  
Military service  %  
Other  %  
Total  0%  

 

15. Indicate whether your school has previously received a National Blue Ribbon Schools award:  

No 

Yes 
If yes, what was the year of the award?    
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PART III - SUMMARY  12CA28 

McAuliffe Middle School, home of the Eagles, is in Los Alamitos, a suburban area in north Orange County. 
Our neighborhood school serves the communities of Rossmoor, Seal Beach and Los Alamitos with 1,285 
students in grades 6, 7 and 8. McAuliffe is one of two middle schools in the highly regarded Los Alamitos 
Unified School District. From 1968 through1984 our school was known as Pine Junior High School and in 
1985, the school was renamed Sharon Christa McAuliffe Middle School in honor of America’s first teacher 
in space, whose life was lost in the Challenger tragedy. 

McAuliffe has a long tradition of providing students with a rigorous academic curriculum delivered in a 
caring, nurturing environment. Our mission statement underscores that commitment: The mission for 
McAuliffe is to educate all students intellectually, socially, and physically in a safe environment: to provide 
citizens with an appreciation and respect for learning and democratic ideals, and to cultivate citizens who 
will celebrate the diversity of all cultures. Staff, students, and parents view the attainment of this goal as a 
shared responsibility. Stakeholders have opportunities to plan and implement academic and extracurricular 
activities through involvement in Parent/Teacher Association (PTA), School Site Council (SSC), 
Curriculum Steering Committee, student government/leadership, staff meetings, parent nights, and open 
door sessions. 

The McAuliffe campus is beautiful with large McAuliffe Eagle murals spread throughout our recently 
modernized campus. In our corridors, halls, and display cases, beautiful student art is proudly displayed. 
Among the several acres of grass fields is our outdoor amphitheater adjoined by our multi-purpose room 
which is used for assemblies and well as community events. Our modern media center houses a vast 
collection of books and resources for our middle school readers as well as five technology labs that are used 
daily in various capacities. Our school modernization has transformed our campus to one of beauty and with 
the latest technology installed in every classroom.  Teachers use Eno boards, document cameras, wireless 
networks, networked printers, United Streaming, student response systems, and DVD players as teaching 
tools to provide optimal learning. Teachers use their Internet home pages to post homework and 
announcements as well as use online grading to keep parents abreast of their children’s progress. 

McAuliffe’s highly qualified staff (75% have earned their master’s degrees) use a collaborative model of 
teaching to create a standards-based, rich curriculum which meets the needs of our diverse group of 
learners. These educators work together to create a student-centered learning environment of the highest 
caliber. In 2010, the State adopted the Common Core Standards (CCS) in the areas of English-language arts 
and math. McAuliffe is beginning to move forward with the implementation of CCS and is following the 
model of the California Department of Education’s A Blueprint for Great Schools. Our staff realizes that 
students must know how to apply their rigorous academic knowledge to real-life situations, and we are 
excited to begin our implementation of the CCS. 

The staff prides itself on our diverse student population which includes 19% Hispanic, 17% Asian, 3% 
Black/African American, 56% White, 1% American Indian/Alaskan Native and 6% other. Parents move 
specifically into the district to have their children attend McAuliffe, and many (35%) withstand 
inconveniences to transport their children to McAuliffe on inter-district transfer permits. 

McAuliffe is a high achieving school. Our signature practices have helped increase student achievement and 
assist with closing the achievement gap especially with our significant sub-groups. Our Academic 
Performance Index (API) from 1999-2000 to 2010-2011 has grown from 804 points to 931 points. We have 
increased our API by 127 points! In 2010-2011, we met 21 out of 21 of our Adequate Yearly Progress 
(AYP) goals. We have met our AYP goals every year since its inception. In addition, McAuliffe was 
awarded three California Distinguished School Awards (1996, 2003, and 2009). McAuliffe’s professional 
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learning community believes that we will do whatever it takes to increase student learning and close any 
achievement gaps. This year we’ve placed an emphasis on common assessments and collaboration. Our 
staff has worked diligently to create standards-based common assessments in English-language arts, math, 
science, and history-social science. 

McAuliffe prides itself on our Response to Intervention (RtI) model. It has helped us target students’ needs 
and provide appropriate intervention including intervention classes that are offered before school, during 
the school day, after school and even on Saturdays to support student learning and help close achievement 
gaps. As part of our RtI model, teacher advocates support struggling students by meeting with them before 
and after school to assist them in their areas of need. 

There is a balance between activities and academics on campus. The Eagle Spirit Program (ESP) promotes 
service to the school and community while the California Junior Scholarship (CJSF) recognizes outstanding 
academic achievement. The Student Extracurricular Activity Program (SEACAP) encourages students to 
exhibit appropriate citizenship and scholarship. Students are given rewards throughout the year for 
citizenship and academics. The McAuliffe activities program includes a variety of sports, student 
leadership, choral and instrumental performance groups, thirty student clubs, Spelling Bee, music, various 
field trips, musicals, plays, art contests, and assemblies. Eagle Express cards are distributed to students who 
are “taking care of business” by doing what they should. These Eagles Express cards are submitted to a 
drawing for students to receive reward prizes. 

McAuliffe Middle School has Eagle pride for our outstanding staff, phenomenal students and supportive 
parents! 
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PART IV - INDICATORS OF ACADEMIC SUCCESS  12CA28 

1.  Assessment Results: 

In the spring, all California schools participate in the administration of the California Standardized Testing 
and Report (STAR) Program. The purpose of the STAR program is to measure how well students are 
learning the skills and knowledge identified in the California content standards. The standards describe 
what students at each grade level should know and be able to do in English-language arts, mathematics, 
science, and history-social science. 

STAR Student Reports provide overall scaled scores, performance levels, and reporting cluster results 
(subject strands) for each California Standards Test (CST). Overall scores are reported on a scale ranging 
from 150-600. In addition, results for the CSTs are reported by performance levels: advanced, proficient, 
basic, below basic, or far below basic. Each performance level indicates how well a student has achieved on 
the state standards tested. The state and McAuliffe target is for all students to attain the proficient or 
advanced level on the CSTs. 

McAuliffe Middle School students did exceedingly well in all curricular areas of the California Standards 
Test. Comparing the 2006-2007 to 2010-2011 school years, in ELA, McAuliffe students meeting the 
proficient level increased an average of 9% across grade levels. Comparing 2006-2007 to 2010-2011 school 
years, students meeting the advanced level increased by 8%. This data reveals that McAuliffe students 
continue to improve every year in ELA including our four subgroups: White, Hispanic, Asian, and 
Economically Disadvantaged. When comparing 2006-2007 to 2010-2011 school years, McAuliffe’s White 
student population considered proficient, increased by 3%. Our Hispanic group grew by 8%. Our Asian 
population increased by 1% and the Economically Disadvantaged group increased by 13%! The number of 
students who scored advanced on the CSTs has increased including all four our subgroups in ELA and 
math. 

McAuliffe math students are smart as evidenced by our data. Comparing 2006-2007 to 2010-2011 school 
years, McAuliffe students considered proficient in math remained consistent but our students considered 
advanced increased by a whopping 16%! In 2010-2011, 75% of our students were considered proficient or 
advanced while 59% of our students were in the advanced category. McAuliffe’s subgroups did just as well. 
In looking at the five year data, the White student population increased by 5% as did our Asian 
population. We are proud that our Hispanic population increased by 21% and our Economically 
Disadvantaged students increased by 17%. These statistics show that McAuliffe is working hard to close 
achievement gaps. 

McAuliffe students exceeded the state’s Academic Performance Index (API) growth target again this year. 
Our API grew from 909 in 2007 to 931 in 2011. An increase of 22 points when a school is already over 900 
is considered to be exceptional. Each year we have outperformed the base API that the state 
recommends. Every school in California is expected to achieve Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP) and we 
have once again exceeded our AYP goals in all significant subgroups tested. In 2011, McAuliffe met 21 out 
of 21 target goals. 

McAuliffe Middle School has closed achievement gaps. In math, all of our subgroups exceeded the number 
of overall students who were proficient. Our students were 76% percent proficient or advanced in math. Our 
White population was 86%, our Hispanic population was 77%, our Asian population is 96% and our 
Economically Disadvantaged was 78%. In English-Language Arts, 87% of students are proficient or 
advanced. All of our sub-groups are close to the 87% or exceed it. Our school staff has worked hard to 
ensure that there is no more than a 10% gap between our overall school scores and our significant sub-
groups. 
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We can attribute our exceptional test scores to our rigorous curriculum and exceptional, highly trained staff. 
In addition, our Professional Learning Communities frequently collaborate to discuss student learning, best 
practices, and instructional strategies. When these groups meet, data from common site assessments and 
district benchmarks are discussed and plans for instructional improvement are made. We also pride 
ourselves on providing timely interventions for struggling students who are in need of extra time, 
instruction, and support.  These interventions are held before school, during the school day, and after 
school. To provide a student-staff connection and to help assist our struggling learners, teachers have 
become advocates for students on campus. In other words, every teacher meets with their select number of 
students to assist them with homework, prepare for quizzes and tests, or just provide a place and time for 
one-on-one discussions about school and home. 

2.  Using Assessment Results: 

STAR program test results are used for different purposes. They are used to communicate with parents and 
guardians, making informed decisions needed to support student achievement, evaluating school programs, 
and providing data for state and federal accountability programs. The parent reports give information 
regarding their child’s achievement and should be compared to school grades, classroom tests and quizzes, 
and school work to get a complete profile of their child’s academic achievement. 

Every year, teachers conduct “test chats” with their students. They share the student’s STAR data with them 
and help the student create goals for the year. Later, students are recognized for their STAR achievements at 
an assembly hosted by our principal. 

Every summer, after test scores have been received, McAuliffe’s principal, assistant principal, and 
counselor review the test scores of every student. Using the test scores and data from other multiple 
measures, student class placements are considered. Placement in intervention programs are planned for 
those students in need of additional assistance. Using data from other multiple measures and students who 
do extremely well on the California Standards Tests are considered for Gifted and Talented identification. 

STAR data is sent to our district-wide Data Director program which is a comprehensive storehouse for all 
of our school, district, and state assessments. Data Director provides the tools to the McAuliffe staff so that 
they can analyze state and local assessment data (our benchmark assessments), summative and formative 
assessments, teacher created tests, and demographic information. This program assists teachers in 
identifying students’ areas of need and helps develop a plan for improving student achievement. With Data 
Director, teachers and administrators analyze state, district, and classroom data to help create outstanding 
instructional programs. Teachers frequently use this data to collaborate in their Professional Learning 
Communities (PLCs) to help determine best practices in assessment, instruction and to assist with 
curriculum mapping. 

Data Director also allows us to compile and disaggregate data. This data is reviewed by the school staff and 
areas of strength and weakness are identified. The information helps us determine the extent to which 
students are learning the academic standards (and soon the Common Core State Standards), instructional 
areas that can be improved, teacher strategies that can be developed to address the needs of students, and 
help decide how to use school funds to ensure that students meet or exceed the standards. The McAuliffe 
principal meets with the school leadership team to discuss and analyze data. This information is shared in 
subject and grade level PLCs. The school leadership team takes the information learned from the staff and 
uses the STAR data to provide direction in writing curricular and staff development goals for McAuliffe’s 
Single Plan for Student Achievement (School Plan). Once the goals are written, action plans are taken to 
help McAuliffe achieve their intended goals. 

For example, math teachers review chapter test scores and students who receive a D or less are identified as 
needing an intervention for that particular mathematics unit. The classroom teachers send home a letter to 
the parents inviting the students to attend an after school math program where a credentialed teacher re-
teaches the mathematics unit. At the end of the two-week course, students are allowed to re-take the test for 



11  

a higher grade. In the past few years, we have embraced the Response to Intervention model. We not only 
offer math interventions after school, we offer four Math Intervention sections during the school day. These 
classes are fluid allowing students to enter or exit depending on their success or struggles in their regular 
math classes. The math teachers did not want to forget about our grade level or even advanced students who 
need extra help. The math department teachers rotate a regularly scheduled math study hall where students 
may receive extra help in math before and after school. We have seen a huge success with these programs 
in that the numbers of sixth grade students considered proficient or advanced in math increased by 9% in 
one year! In the same year, the numbers of sixth grade students considered advanced in math increased by 
more than 5%. 

3.  Sharing Lessons Learned: 

McAuliffe has a reputation of sharing its successes with other schools. Every other month, the School News 
Roll Call, is distributed throughout the community. This newspaper publishes individual articles about 
schools in the Los Alamitos Unified School District. Each article highlights a particular event or activity 
that has been successful at each school site. Articles range in topics from exciting science projects, special 
field trips, television broadcasts, or a fun, student musical. In the December/January 2012 issue, McAuliffe 
shared the news about our Academic Performance Index increasing by 11 points for a score of 931! The 
article also stated that three of our subgroups were number one in Orange County. In addition, Mr. Sackett, 
our principal, shared the types and number of clubs and sports that we have on campus. 

In November, our assistant principal, conducted a staff development workshop based on Robert Marzano’s 
book, The Highly Engaged Learner. It was so well received by the staff that the district administrators 
asked her to do the same workshop for them as well as all of the principals in the district. She shared best 
practices that we use at McAuliffe so that others can learn from our high achieving school. 

At the district level, we frequently have “round table” discussions at administrators’ meetings, teacher 
leadership team meetings, and counselors’ meetings. Best practices and school successes are shared with 
each other in a collegial atmosphere to the betterment of all schools. Articulation between grade levels is a 
district priority goal as well as a district value. Articulation meetings are held annually to professionally 
dialog important curriculum issues, to increase staff communication, and to provide a good transition for 
students between elementary and middle school and from the middle school to the high school. The purpose 
of the articulation meetings is to discuss skills, needs and strengths seen using the standards as a foundation, 
and to discuss strategies that are working well. The school district has recently started a Twitter account 
where schools are asked to Twitter good news about recent events on campus. 

Teachers and administrators from other schools and districts visit McAuliffe to get ideas for their own sites. 
When asked why they chose McAuliffe to visit, they mention our outstanding reputation, our California 
Distinguished School awards, our high test scores and our frequent publicity in the Orange County Register 
which recently named us (and for the past several years) one of the top ten middle schools in Orange 
County. We received their “gold medal” award for being exceptional.  We think we are too! 

4.  Engaging Families and Communities: 

We are fortunate to work in such a supportive community. Parents are involved in nearly every aspect of 
our school program. The best strategy that we use at McAuliffe is keeping the parents informed and using 
their support to provide the best experience for their students. An extensive communication network has 
kept our parents abreast of what is going on at school and in their child’s classroom. 

Annually, McAuliffe Middle School opens our campus to fifth grade parents who are anxious to get a peek 
at the middle school. The administrative team presents information about the middle school program and 
leads tours through classrooms. These tours give parents an opportunity to not only see our middle school 
“in action” but ask questions as well. The tours also give teachers and administrators an opportunity to 
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boast to the fifth grade parents regarding McAuliffe’s successes. Multiple tours are offered to meet parents’ 
scheduling needs. At the end of each tour, parents reconvene with the principal and assistance principal to 
ask questions that may have not been answered on the tour.  

At the conclusion of the parent tours, an after school student tour is offered where students listen to a 
presentation from our principal and learn more about the culture of being a McAuliffe Eagle. Teachers open 
their classrooms to meet and greet students and parents. Over 30 student interest clubs set up booths to 
disseminate club information and answer students’ questions. The PTA provides snacks and drinks to help 
create a climate of a student social to ease fifth graders anxiousness about starting middle school. 

We pride ourselves in our frequent communication with parents. Each teacher has his or her own website 
where homework and announcements are posted. Many teachers post useful links so that students have 
access to other resources outside of the classroom. Email, online grades, phone calls, voice mail, auto 
dialers, email group messages, progress reports, report cards, and signed quizzes and tests are various ways 
that keep parents informed about their student. Parents and teachers also communicate during the fall and 
spring at parent-teacher conferences, and speak informally before or after school, at Open House, Back to 
School Night, and GATE Parent Night. The principal shares overall student performance at PTA meetings, 
on our website, the School News Roll Call, the fifth grade parent tours, School Site Council meetings, the 
annual televised school program presentations to the Board of Education and even our marquee! Our local 
newspaper, The Orange County Register, also publishes the results of our STAR testing. During the 
summer, the district mails home individual state assessment results reports and provides a series of 
pamphlets on how to interpret student results. 

The McAuliffe teachers keep parents informed about how to best help their struggling student. We do this is 
through our Response to Intervention model. One way that we identify math students who need extra 
assistance is how successful they are on their math chapter tests. If students receive a D or below on their 
test, the parents receive a letter inviting their child to attend an after school math intervention class and the 
opportunity for the student to re-take the test for a higher grade once they complete the two-week 
course. This has been very successful with students and the parents appreciate the extra support. 
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PART V - CURRICULUM AND INSTRUCTION  12CA28 

1.  Curriculum: 

McAuliffe’s curriculum, under the guidance of our district’s Curriculum Steering Committee, is a direct 
reflection of our vision statement, state frameworks, common core state standards, No Child Left Behind 
requirements, California’s A Blueprint for Great Schools, Every Child a Reader, State Quality Criteria for 
Middle Grades, Taking Center Stage, and model curriculum guides. Collaboratively agreed upon 
departmental and district continuums are evaluated to stay abreast of current educational practices and 
reforms in middle school education. Curricular leaders facilitate bimonthly meetings at which new 
curriculum information is shared. The curricular teams discuss, reflect, and plan implementation strategies. 
Frequently, student work as well as current district benchmark and/or STAR data is shared and discussed. 
School Based Program Coordination Days are used to create time for staffs to meet across the district by 
grade level and/or subject area to maintain a well-defined and articulated curriculum. 

Reading and Language Arts is a two-period core class with an emphasis on the content standards including 
all of the elements of language arts: written and oral English language conventions, listening and speaking 
strategies, writing strategies and applications; reading comprehension, word analysis, fluency, and 
systematic vocabulary development. Students are required to know how to write a summary, a response to 
literature, and persuasive and narrative essays. Students read a variety of text including the anthology, 
novels, and informational text. 87 % of our students were considered proficient or advanced in English-
language arts in the 2011 school year. The English-language arts teachers have worked diligently in 
improving this score by 9% over the last five years. 

The McAuliffe mathematics program follows the standards outlined in the California Mathematics 
Framework, but teachers are in a transitional phase moving towards the adoption of the Common Core 
Standards. Our mathematics program provides a balance in computational and procedural basic skills, 
conceptual understanding, and problem solving. Teachers use a variety of instructional strategies to 
optimize student learning. Many intervention programs are in place to assist the struggling math student 
(additional information listed in Part IV). Our math students are doing well. In 2011, over 75% of our total 
student population is considered proficient or advanced in math. 59% of our students were considered 
advanced in math. While the total number of students proficient or advanced remained constant over the 
past five years, the number of students considered advanced increased by 16%! We can attribute these gains 
to a variety of factors including quality instruction, the rigor of the curriculum, new instructional materials, 
and more opportunities for struggling students to receive additional help. 

Our science department has created an outstanding program as evidenced by the fact that 93% of our eighth 
grade students are considered proficient or advanced in science! In sixth grade, students learn about earth 
science including plate tectonics, volcanoes, ocean, and the Earth’s structure. In seventh grade, students 
learn about life science including cells, reproduction, and plant and animal life. Our eighth graders learn 
about physical science including chemistry and physics. A family life program is taught at all three grade 
levels. 

McAuliffe social science curriculum was created using the History-Social Science Content Standards 
(1998). Students in grade six are taught about the people and events in major western and non-western 
ancient civilizations, the geography and the understanding of people and their role in developing the 
economic, social and political structures of that time period. In seventh grade, students learn about the 
medieval and early modern times and civilizations and their ideas, believes, commodities, and technology. 
Students learn about the importance of the Enlightenment and how it created the rise of democratic ideas. In 
eighth grade, students learn about United States history and geography. Special emphasis is placed on the 
issues, ideas, and events that formed the Constitution and events through World War I. In eighth grade, all 
California students take the STAR test which includes a cumulative social science portion which includes 
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what students learned in grades 6-8. 83% of our eighth grade students were considered proficient or 
advanced in history-social science. 

All students are required to take daily physical education classes. Students are tested throughout the year for 
physical fitness gains. These results are sent to the state where the information is reported back to the 
school, district, and in the media. Looking at our data compared to schools around our county we far exceed 
the median scores. Students also stay physically fit by participating in our lunchtime intramural sports 
program. These sports include basketball, flag football, soccer, track, and volleyball. An annual track meet 
is held and the winners of the meet compete with our rival middle school. Students who arrive early to 
school also have the opportunity to play basketball before school starts. Every day over 75 students can be 
found shooting hoops before their school day begins! Teaching nutrition and healthy choices is an integral 
part of the physical fitness curriculum and is taught at all grade levels. The science department is 
responsible for teaching a drug prevention program, Too Good for Drugs. An anti-bullying program, Too 
Good for Violence, is taught through the English-language arts department. 

Listening, speaking, reading, writing, and critical thinking are practiced and assessed in every classroom. 
Thinking creatively and problem solving are important components in all instructional areas. McAuliffe’s 
class offerings prepare students for both the technical and interpersonal aspects of the work place. The 
Visual and Performing Arts Standards provide a foundation for our electives curriculum. McAuliffe’s 
elective program incorporates the content standards for music, theater, and the visual arts and instructors 
teach the five strands of the arts program: artistic perception, creative expression, historical and cultural 
context, aesthetic valuing, and connections, relationships, and applications. Art, Music, Drama and 
Keyboarding are offered as an exploratory wheel for sixth grade students. In Art, all sixth grade students are 
introduced to drawing, watercolor techniques, design and composition, art history, and different styles of 
art. In seventh and eighth Art, students expand their skills learning the principles of design, realism, 
cubism/abstraction, artistic heritage, and drawing and painting. Drama, Instrumental Band, Jazz Band, 
String Orchestra, and Show Choir are offered to students interested in the performing arts. Computers, 
Technology/Media Arts, and Yearbook are also offered as electives to our seventh and eighth grade 
students. 

Seventh and eighth grade students have the opportunity to take foreign language at McAuliffe. We currently 
offer Spanish on our campus but students also have the opportunity to take zero period at Los Alamitos 
High School where they may enroll in Japanese, French, French II, and Spanish II Honors. Currently 25 
McAuliffe students attend the high school for foreign language instruction. McAuliffe currently has 79 
seventh and eighth grade students enrolled in Spanish. Our foreign language teachers use the Foreign 
Language Framework for California Public Schools as the foundation for their academic program and 
many use TPRS (Teaching Proficiency through Reading and Storytelling). Over 100 McAuliffe students are 
enrolled in a foreign language class. Students taking Spanish develop basic skills in listening, speaking, 
reading, and writing. Vocabulary is enhanced and emphasis is placed on communicating ideas through a 
variety of expressions. Spanish cultures are also studied focusing on history, geography, traditions, and 
aspects of daily living through the use of multimedia, class discussions, and readings. In addition, 
McAuliffe offers an after school Mandarin Chinese class which is supported by our parents through our 
Education Foundation. Over 20 students are enrolled in this class. These electives as well as our rigorous 
core classes support students in becoming successful in high school and their future careers. 

2. Reading/English: 

The ELA department has worked diligently to create an exceptional program. Through the work of grade 
level and curricular teams, we have identified the specific standards for each grade level, the standards-
aligned textbooks to be used for each subject, and the set of assessments that provide the necessary 
feedback needed to ensure success in learning grade level standards for all students. This year, it is the ELA 
team’s goal to begin to implement the common core state standards in all grade levels. With the same 
collaborative effort that went into the development of curriculum and common assessments, teachers meet 
and discuss the results of the district and state assessments in their curricular area at least four times a year. 
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The ELA department provides a literature rich program that encourages students to become fluent readers, 
skilled writers, masterful speakers, and critical thinkers. Standards-aligned, framework-based units integrate 
skills and knowledge across subject-matter lines. The students’ schedule is structured to support this 
integrated program. Each student has a two or three period core class at all grade levels. Core classes 
include instruction in grammar, written and oral language, reading, literature, vocabulary, spelling and 
social science. Reading instruction includes analytical skills, monitoring comprehension, questioning 
strategies, directed reading/thinking activities, vocabulary, developing vocabulary in context, jigsaw 
procedures, and reading logs. While students read a variety of genres, students read historical fiction to 
integrate reading and social science. Eighth graders, for example, read A Tale of Two Cities, which provides 
an opportunity to analyze the geographic, political, economic, religious, and social structures of the 19th 

century. 

Students who read below grade level are identified early through articulation with feeder schools and other 
multiple measures. Students are placed in a Reading Intervention class in addition to their Core (reading and 
language arts) class. The Reading Intervention class focuses primarily on decoding, comprehension, and 
fluency. Students who are identified as several grades below grade are recommended for our district’s 
Lindamood-Bell reading program. These students are frequently assessed and once they reach grade level 
proficiency, they are dismissed from the program(s). 

The McAuliffe ELA teachers use the Accelerated Reader program to help increase the amount of students 
reading in and outside of the school day. Teachers require that students earn points based on the reading 
level of their book and the successful completion of an Accelerated Reader quiz as part of their reading 
grade. At the end of the first semester our students had read 4,362 books for a total of 236, 478,954 
words! Over 70% of our students averaged at least 85% on the books’ quizzes. We are proud of our Eagle 
readers! 

3.  Mathematics: 

Our mathematics program balances computational and procedural basic skills, conceptual understanding, 
and problem solving. The sixth grade program develops number sense through decimals, fractions, integers, 
equations, ratios, proportions, geometry and statistics. Teachers use a variety of instructional methods and 
strategies that include exploration, flexible grouping within heterogeneous classes, cooperative groups, 
inquiry lessons, and sustained discourse in problem solving situations. Standards-aligned textbooks along 
with a technology component are used as part of ongoing lessons. McAuliffe’s math teachers are currently 
using California standards-based curriculum but are in the process of transitioning to the Common Core 
Standards.   

The computer lab is available to all classes. Currently the sixth grade math teachers as well our Math 
Intervention teachers use the research-based MIND Institute’s ST Math (Spatial Temporal Reasoning) 
software that is a standards-aligned supplement to our textbook. The on-screen manipulatives illustrate 
mathematical relationships, pose problems, and follow rigorous mathematical rules. Teachers are provided 
with detailed information of each child’s progress. Our Math Intervention teachers also use the Accelerated 
Math program which assists teachers in individualizing math instruction for every student and also provides 
detailed reports that help the teacher focus on each student’s areas of need. Accelerated Math parent reports 
are sent home monthly so that parents can monitor their child’s progress. Students are grouped 
heterogeneously in math with the exception of advanced math students and students who qualify for Math 
Intervention classes. Students who receive high marks in their math class, are proficient or advanced on 
their district benchmark test, are proficient or advanced on the California Standards Test, have a high score 
on the California State Fullerton Algebra Readiness Test and with their math teacher’s recommendation, are 
enrolled in an advanced math class the following school year. Advanced math students have the opportunity 
to take Geometry Honors as an 8th grader after successful completion of Algebra. Students not meeting their 
grade level math standards are enrolled in a Math Intervention class during the school day, an after school 
Math Intervention class and/or be recommended for math summer school. 
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4.  Additional Curriculum Area: 

The science department at McAuliffe Middle School has been committed to ensuring that all students 
master content standards by utilizing a variety of instructional strategies, using standards-based curricula, 
technology to engage students and differentiate instruction, and using multiple measures of assessment to 
evaluate student progress. For several years now the McAuliffe Science teachers use standards-aligned 
textbooks that help ensure our students are well informed in the areas of earth, life, and physical science. 
We prepare our students by aligning our curriculum with the Science Content Standards (1998). This 
challenging curriculum has been proven successful as evidenced by our California Standards Test science 
scores. In 2011, 93% of our eighth grades students were considered proficient or advanced in science. 

Our “hands on” approach in science motivates all students to be actively involved in learning important 
concepts and deriving meaning through a constructivist approach. The activity-based lessons encourage 
students to use the scientific processes of observing, comparing, organizing, and applying information. 
Student scientists use journals to record steps of experiments, prepare charts, graphs, and report their 
findings. This gives them the opportunity to apply the scientific method. In order to accomplish this, 
students must read non-fiction text, extract important information, follow directions during experiments, 
organize information and write conclusions accurately and clearly. Since science uses “hands on” activities, 
even the most challenged student can succeed. In sixth grade, students create a colloid mixture to replicate 
what the Earth’s mantle may look like. Students can be found on the quad creating their colloid and 
recording in their journal the results of their experiment.  

Seventh graders delve into cellular structure and function in the first semester, using microscopes to 
investigate plant and animal cells, as well as mitotic cycles. Students dissect preserved samples of cow’s 
eyes, sheep’s hearts, and tree frogs as part of their study of the structure and function of organs and organ 
systems in living things. 

In eighth grade physical science, students investigate acids and bases by experimenting with different acid 
and base indicators and solutions. Students also explore motion by building roller coasters and identifying 
potential and kinetic energy, calculating speed, acceleration, and momentum. Mathematics is incorporated 
in all eighth grade science units. For the advanced learner and science enthusiast, an eighth grade Physical 
Science Honors class is offered. Currently we have 147 students enrolled in these Honors classes. 
Enrichment opportunities include participation in our Robotics Club and the Science Olympiad. 

5.  Instructional Methods: 

Teachers employ a variety of instructional methods for maximum student achievement. McAuliffe teachers 
base their teaching on the California Standards for the Teaching Profession (1999) (CSTP). The CSTP are 
designed to be used by teachers to prompt reflection about student learning and teaching practice; formulate 
professional goals to improve teaching practice; and guide, monitor and assess the progress of a teacher’s 
practice toward professional goals and professionally-accepted benchmarks. 

In the fall of 2011, our assistant principal, trained the McAuliffe staff in Marzano and Pickering’s model of 
The Highly Engaged Classroom.  Instructional strategies were shared and practiced that emphasized an in-
depth understanding of how to generate high levels of student attention and engagement. The results of 
what teachers learned were immediate and teachers were able to implement the strategies they learned the 
very next day. Curricular and grade level teams were allocated time after the workshop to plan and share 
implementation strategies.  

McAuliffe teachers have also been trained in the methods of Data Works’ Explicit Direct Instruction. These 
methods include curriculum calibration to standards, time on task, depth and breadth of standards, and 
instructional effectiveness. Explicit Direct Instruction uses the following model: state objectives, review, 
explanation/modeling/ demonstrating, checking for understanding, and closure. Steps also include 
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monitoring and feedback using cues and prompts, periodic review, and guided practice. Teachers use 
frequent assessment and evaluation as a critical tool to know whether their students have attained mastery 
of standards. 

Los Alamitos Unified School District expects teachers to follow the CSTP as a foundation for good 
teaching. New teachers are required to attend a comprehensive beginning teacher training program and are 
paired with a veteran teacher to help fulfill their teaching credential requirements. The workshops that 
teacher have attended in the past few years have given them strategies to implement the Teaching Standards 
in their classrooms. Formal evaluations and informal teacher observations, frequent administrator classroom 
visitations, and discussions with staff ensure that these instructional strategies are being used daily. 

6.  Professional Development: 

McAuliffe’s professional community consists of our principal, assistant principal, counselor, psychologist, 
teachers, instructional assistants, and other support staff. We use the California Standards for the Teaching 
Profession as a compass for professional development. Our Staff Development Plan reflects the results of 
student assessments, NCLB requirements, staff needs, current research, recommendations from School Site 
Council, and our district’s Curriculum Steering Committee. The plan provides jointly established goals for 
teachers, administrators, and other school personnel. Goals are designed to improve student achievement, 
provide content skills/pedagogy, engage and support student learning, establish an environment conducive 
to learning, and use assessment results to guide instruction. 

A variety of professional development has been offered over the past few years. Our Los Alamitos K-8 
teachers were trained in the use of Thinking Maps in the classroom. Thinking Maps are used as tools to 
assist students become successful thinkers, problem solvers and decision makers. Thinking Maps have 
helped our students organize their learning for better comprehension and understanding. The McAuliffe 
teachers have used Thinking Maps in a variety of ways and across disciplines. Evidence of Thinking Maps 
can be found in classrooms around campus. Research has shown that Thinking Maps significantly affect 
standardized and qualitative measures in student performance which may be one reason McAuliffe’s test 
scores increase every year. 

Teachers embraced the information that they learned in Dennis Parker’s Strategic Schooling in-service. 
This staff development day focused on how we could close the achievement gap between minority and 
majority students. Dennis Parker shared his strategic schooling model with the staff and emphasized the use 
of data to help us set achievement, student, and content targets for our students. We immediately 
implemented one of his ideas of having “test chats” with students and helping them set goals for themselves 
to improve their learning. He taught us that setting and monitoring our targets is one of the most important 
processes in school reform. We are grateful to Dennis Parker for helping us close our achievement gap! 

Our school district has been forward thinking in having teachers learn best practices from each other. 
Therefore, they have supported us by offering staff development following the model of Restructuring 
Schools to Become Professional Learning Communities by Richard DuFour. Austin Buffum, a Professional 
Learning Communities trainer, worked with the staff to assist us on our road to becoming a PLC. We now 
spend much more time in grade level and curricular teams to discuss data and strategize ways to increase 
student learning and achievement. Again, our local and state assessments give evidence that these strategies 
are working. 

For several years now, the staff has been trained in Dr. Sandra Kaplan’s USC Model of Differentiation 
designed for our GATE (Gifted and Talented Education) students. Bob Grubb, a trainer, has assisted our 
teachers in the implementation of this differentiation model. Based on this model, teachers worked in teams 
to create standards-based units that incorporate differentiated curriculum for advanced learners. 
McAuliffe’s professional development has assisted us in increasing our Academic Performance Index by 
127 points! 
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As part of this year’s staff development, teachers from McAuliffe and our other district middle school will 
work in curricular teams to review the data from our common benchmark assessments. Teachers will then 
create/modify curriculum units from where we now have Common Core Standards in the areas of math and 
English/language arts and map our curriculum for the remainder of the year. 

7.  School Leadership: 

McAuliffe’s leadership team consists of the principal, assistant principal, counselor, and psychologist. 
Under the umbrella of this group, is the leadership team from different curricular departments. These groups 
work in concert to provide a well articulated vision and academic program for our students. Our principal 
maintains McAuliffe’s vision of “educating all students intellectually, socially, and physically in a safe 
environment, to provide citizens with an appreciation and respect for learning and democratic ideals, and 
to cultivate citizens who will celebrate the diversity of all cultures” by putting students first. He makes 
every decision with what is best for all students. 

Using the principles of Professional Learning Communities, our principal supports the staff by providing 
time for teachers to identify explicit, clear goals that address school wide achievement targets, student 
proficiency, and content goals. Time is taken at the beginning of the year to establish clear instructional 
goals and expectations for staff.  He continually provides regular feedback to the school community, 
sharing the results of ongoing and annual assessments, and analyzing how much progress is being made in 
achieving targeted goals. Education is constantly changing. Our McAuliffe principal leads our school 
through these academic and instructional changes with ease and understanding. He provides time for 
teachers to plan and implement the new changes. An example of this is when the sixth grade math 
department wanted to frequently meet to discuss and plan the use of the next sixth grade math textbook. He 
provided release time for the sixth grade math teachers to meet, plan units, create common assessments, 
map curriculum based on district benchmark results, and discuss instructional strategies. In one year, the 
number of sixth grade math students considered proficient or advanced on the STAR test increased by 9%! 
Our principal has a common sense approach and can see “the big picture.” He also provides us the 
resources, time, and tools that allow teachers to do what they do best, teach! 



19  

   

PART VII - ASSESSMENT RESULTS  

STATE CRITERION-REFERENCED TESTS  

Subject: Mathematics  
Grade: 
6  

Test: Standardized Testing and 
Reporting  

Edition/Publication Year: No editions. Publication is the year the 
test is administered.  

Publisher: California Department of 
Education  

   2010-2011  2009-2010  2008-2009  2007-2008  2006-2007  

Testing Month  May  May  May  May  May  

SCHOOL SCORES  

% Proficient plus % Advanced  81  73  69  72  68  

% Advanced  46  42  35  40  31  

Number of students tested  438  391  383  386  394  

Percent of total students tested  99  98  97  100  99  

Number of students alternatively assessed  11  9  11  11  13  

Percent of students alternatively assessed  1  1  1  1  1  

SUBGROUP SCORES  

1. Free/Reduced-Price Meals/Socio-economic Disadvantaged Students  

% Proficient plus % Advanced  69  57  59  52  44  

% Advanced  36  26  14  20  18  

Number of students tested  39  42  41  25  43  

2. African American Students  

% Proficient plus % Advanced  92  43  29   47  

% Advanced  25  7  0   0  

Number of students tested  12  14  14  9  15  

3. Hispanic or Latino Students  

% Proficient plus % Advanced  63  54  63  52  43  

% Advanced  34  31  18  26  17  

Number of students tested  80  59  56  46  60  

4. Special Education Students  

% Proficient plus % Advanced  76  48  50  26  17  

% Advanced  34  24  25  0  9  

Number of students tested  29  21  16  23  23  

5. English Language Learner Students  

% Proficient plus % Advanced       

% Advanced       

Number of students tested  7  6  6  7  3  

6. White  

% Proficient plus % Advanced  83  74  71  74  68  

% Advanced  44  41  34  40  30  

Number of students tested  244  237  230  258  229  

NOTES: Students who have an IEP due to significant cognitive disabilities are alternatively assessed with the California Alternate 
Performance Assessment (CAPA). The CAPA is not disaggregated by grade level but rather by ability. The data that is entered on the data 
table is for ALL grade levels and therefore, the number of students alternatively assessed appears higher than it truly is.  

12CA28 
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STATE CRITERION-REFERENCED TESTS  

Subject: Reading  
Grade: 
6  

Test: Standardized Testing and 
Reporting  

Edition/Publication Year: No editions. Publication is the year the 
test is administered.  

Publisher: California Department of 
Education  

   2010-2011  2009-2010  2008-2009  2007-2008  2006-2007  

Testing Month  May  May  May  May  May  

SCHOOL SCORES  

% Proficient plus % Advanced  83  84  83  83  81  

% Advanced  57  54  43  54  50  

Number of students tested  438  392  372  385  394  

Percent of total students tested  99  99  97  99  99  

Number of students alternatively assessed  11  9  11  11  13  

Percent of students alternatively assessed  1  1  1  1  1  

SUBGROUP SCORES  

1. Free/Reduced-Price Meals/Socio-economic Disadvantaged Students  

% Proficient plus % Advanced  77  42  64  64  55  

% Advanced  41  33  25  36  30  

Number of students tested  39  79  44  25  44  

2. African American Students  

% Proficient plus % Advanced  100  73  50   73  

% Advanced  33  20  21   33  

Number of students tested  12  15  14  9  73  

3. Hispanic or Latino Students  

% Proficient plus % Advanced  74  81  82  65  72  

% Advanced  40  36  25  30  32  

Number of students tested  80  59  56  46  60  

4. Special Education Students  

% Proficient plus % Advanced  74  63  56  36  30  

% Advanced  39  32  11  9  9  

Number of students tested  31  19  18  22  23  

5. English Language Learner Students  

% Proficient plus % Advanced       

% Advanced       

Number of students tested  7  6  6  7  3  

6. White  

% Proficient plus % Advanced  82  83  82  84  80  

% Advanced  55  58  46  55  50  

Number of students tested  244  238  230  258  229  

NOTES:   
 
Students who have an IEP due to significant cognitive disabilities are alternatively assessed with the California Alternate 
Performance Assessment (CAPA). The CAPA is not disaggregated by grade level but rather by ability. The data that is entered on 
the data table is for ALL grade levels and therefore, the number of students alternatively assessed appears higher than it truly is.  

12CA28 



21  

   

STATE CRITERION-REFERENCED TESTS  

Subject: Mathematics  
Grade: 
7  

Test: Standardized Testing and 
Reporting  

Edition/Publication Year: No editions. Publication is the year the 
test is administered.  

Publisher: California Department of 
Education  

   2010-2011  2009-2010  2008-2009  2007-2008  2006-2007  

Testing Month  May  May  May  May  May  

SCHOOL SCORES  

% Proficient plus % Advanced  82  72  75  72  82  

% Advanced  46  35  43  36  47  

Number of students tested  404  418  428  421  428  

Percent of total students tested  100  100  95  100  99  

Number of students alternatively assessed  11  9  11  11  13  

Percent of students alternatively assessed  1  1  1  1  1  

SUBGROUP SCORES  

1. Free/Reduced-Price Meals/Socio-economic Disadvantaged Students  

% Proficient plus % Advanced  76  81  63  57  74  

% Advanced  32  22  31  22  33  

Number of students tested  50  47  24  37  42  

2. African American Students  

% Proficient plus % Advanced  43  22  45  46  69  

% Advanced  33  0  18  0  6  

Number of students tested  14  18  11  13  16  

3. Hispanic or Latino Students  

% Proficient plus % Advanced  71  68  48  52  63  

% Advanced  29  24  28  24  30  

Number of students tested  63  78  46  66  43  

4. Special Education Students  

% Proficient plus % Advanced  61  33  53  27  39  

% Advanced  39  19  20  7  6  

Number of students tested  18  21  15  30  18  

5. English Language Learner Students  

% Proficient plus % Advanced       

% Advanced       

Number of students tested  6  5  4  3  2  

6. White  

% Proficient plus % Advanced  82  72  75  73  82  

% Advanced  49  31  43  34  45  

Number of students tested  235  241  304  248  281  

NOTES:   
 
Students who have an IEP due to significant cognitive disabilities are alternatively assessed with the California Alternate 
Performance Assessment (CAPA). The CAPA is not disaggregated by grade level but rather by ability. The data that is entered on 
the data table is for ALL grade levels and therefore, the number of students alternatively assessed appears higher than it truly is.  

12CA28 
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STATE CRITERION-REFERENCED TESTS  

Subject: Reading  Grade: 7  
Test: Standardized Testing and 
Reporting  

Edition/Publication Year: No editions. Publication is the 
year the test is administered.  

Publisher: California Department of Education  

   2010-2011  2009-2010  2008-2009  2007-2008  2006-2007  

Testing Month  May  May  May  May  May  

SCHOOL SCORES  

% Proficient plus % Advanced  89  87  89  87  89  

% Advanced  57  53  61  62  53  

Number of students tested  404  418  451  421  429  

Percent of total students tested  100  100  100  100  99  

Number of students alternatively assessed  11  9  11  11  13  

Percent of students alternatively assessed  1  1  1  1  1  

SUBGROUP SCORES  

1. Free/Reduced-Price Meals/Socio-economic Disadvantaged Students  

% Proficient plus % Advanced  80  79  67  76  77  

% Advanced  44  26  50  41  28  

Number of students tested  50  47  30  37  43  

2. African American Students  

% Proficient plus % Advanced  80  67  82  69  69  

% Advanced  35  28  27  31  31  

Number of students tested  15  18  11  13  16  

3. Hispanic or Latino Students  

% Proficient plus % Advanced  76  90  79  77  79  

% Advanced  43  45  47  50  37  

Number of students tested  63  78  47  66  43  

4. Special Education Students  

% Proficient plus % Advanced  67  52  56  34  32  

% Advanced  33  19  28  10  11  

Number of students tested  18  21  18  29  19  

5. English Language Learner Students  

% Proficient plus % Advanced       

% Advanced       

Number of students tested  6  5  4  3  2  

6. White  

% Proficient plus % Advanced  90  86  90  87  88  

% Advanced  59  53  61  63  54  

Number of students tested  235  241  304  248  282  

NOTES: Socio-economically disadvantaged student data for some years is not available due to the small number of students. Students who have an IEP due 
to significant cognitive disabilities are alternatively assessed with the California Alternate Performance Assessment (CAPA). The CAPA is not 
disaggregated by grade level but rather by ability. The data that is entered on the data table is for ALL grade levels and therefore, the number of students 
alternatively assessed appears higher than it truly is. There are not tables available to list our Algebra I and Geometry scores. We are particularly proud that 
in 2011, 208 of our 7th and 8th graders were enrolled in Algebra I. Of the 7th grade students, 100% of them were proficient or advanced. 95% of them were 
considered advanced. 94% of our 8th grade Algebra I students were considered proficient or advanced. We had 21 eighth graders enrolled in Geometry. 
100% of those students were considered proficient or advanced.  

12CA28 
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STATE CRITERION-REFERENCED TESTS  

Subject: Mathematics  Grade: 8  
Test: Standardized Testing and 
Reporting  

Edition/Publication Year: No editions. Publication is the 
year the test is administered.  

Publisher: California Department of Education  

   2010-2011  2009-2010  2008-2009  2007-2008  2006-2007  

Testing Month  May  May  May  May  May  

SCHOOL SCORES  

% Proficient plus % Advanced  83  79  81  80  75  

% Advanced  46  45  43  39  37  

Number of students tested  422  460  383  423  387  

Percent of total students tested  99  99  100  100  99  

Number of students alternatively assessed  11  9  11  11  13  

Percent of students alternatively assessed  1  1  1  1  1  

SUBGROUP SCORES  

1. Free/Reduced-Price Meals/Socio-economic Disadvantaged Students  

% Proficient plus % Advanced  79  70  64  72  74  

% Advanced  36  27  25  21  32  

Number of students tested  47  33  44  29  31  

2. African American Students  

% Proficient plus % Advanced  63  54  60  73  72  

% Advanced  31  15  0  18  3  

Number of students tested  16  13  10  11  29  

3. Hispanic or Latino Students  

% Proficient plus % Advanced  86  66  82  70  63  

% Advanced  35  27  25  20  21  

Number of students tested  85  64  56  46  43  

4. Special Education Students  

% Proficient plus % Advanced  42  26  38  31  22  

% Advanced  15  13  4  6  5  

Number of students tested  26  31  24  16  64  

5. English Language Learner Students  

% Proficient plus % Advanced       

% Advanced       

Number of students tested  2  2  2  3  6  

6. White  

% Proficient plus % Advanced  80  79  82  79  73  

% Advanced  43  44  46  39  34  

Number of students tested  242  297  230  278  258  

NOTES:   
 
There are no tables available to list our Algebra I and Geometry scores. We are particularly proud that in 2011, 208 of our 7th and 
8th graders were enrolled in Algebra I. Of the 7th grade students, 100% of them were proficient or advanced. 95% of them were 
considered advanced. 94% of our 8th grade Algebra I students were considered proficient or advanced. We had 21 eighth graders 
enrolled in Geometry. 100% of those students were considered proficient or advanced.  
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STATE CRITERION-REFERENCED TESTS  

Subject: Reading  
Grade: 
8  

Test: Standardized Testing and 
Reporting  

Edition/Publication Year: No editions. Publication is the year the 
test is administered.  

Publisher: California Department of 
Education  

   2010-2011  2009-2010  2008-2009  2007-2008  2006-2007  

Testing Month  May  May  May  May  May  

SCHOOL SCORES  

% Proficient plus % Advanced  86  86  83  82  80  

% Advanced  60  65  54  49  47  

Number of students tested  422  460  434  422  387  

Percent of total students tested  99  99  100  99  99  

Number of students alternatively assessed  11  9  11  11  13  

Percent of students alternatively assessed  1  1  1  1  1  

SUBGROUP SCORES  

1. Free/Reduced-Price Meals/Socio-economic Disadvantaged Students  

% Proficient plus % Advanced  85  69  70  72  68  

% Advanced  38  41  30  28  39  

Number of students tested  47  29  33  36  31  

2. African American Students  

% Proficient plus % Advanced  65  73  75  77   

% Advanced  35  47  42  38   

Number of students tested  17  15  12  13  8  

3. Hispanic or Latino Students  

% Proficient plus % Advanced  87  70  70  63  63  

% Advanced  59  42  42  30  33  

Number of students tested  85  64  64  46  43  

4. Special Education Students  

% Proficient plus % Advanced  67  43  50  32  24  

% Advanced  33  17  17  11  3  

Number of students tested  15  23  18  19  29  

5. English Language Learner Students  

% Proficient plus % Advanced       

% Advanced       

Number of students tested  2  2  2  3  4  

6. White  

% Proficient plus % Advanced  85  88  85  83  81  

% Advanced  57  67  55  51  43  

Number of students tested  242  297  263  277  258  

NOTES:   
 
Students who have an IEP due to significant cognitive disabilities are alternatively assessed with the California Alternate 
Performance Assessment (CAPA). The CAPA is not disaggregated by grade level but rather by ability. The data that is entered on 
the data table is for ALL grade levels and therefore, the number of students alternatively assessed appears higher than it truly is.  
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STATE CRITERION-REFERENCED TESTS 

Subject: Mathematics  Grade: Weighted Average  
 

   2010-2011  2009-2010  2008-2009  2007-2008  2006-2007  

Testing Month  
     

SCHOOL SCORES  

% Proficient plus % Advanced  81  74  75  74  75  

% Advanced  46  40  40  38  38  

Number of students tested  1264  1269  1194  1230  1209  

Percent of total students tested  99  99  97  100  99  

Number of students alternatively assessed 33  27  33  33  39  

Percent of students alternatively assessed  1  1  1  1  1  

SUBGROUP SCORES  

1. Free/Reduced-Price Meals/Socio-economic Disadvantaged Students  

% Proficient plus % Advanced  75  69  61  60  62  

% Advanced  34  24  22  21  27  

Number of students tested  136  122  109  91  116  

2. African American Students  

% Proficient plus % Advanced  64  37  42  51  64  

% Advanced  29  6  5  6  3  

Number of students tested  42  45  35  33  60  

3. Hispanic or Latino Students  

% Proficient plus % Advanced  73  63  65  57  54  

% Advanced  32  27  23  23  22  

Number of students tested  228  201  158  158  146  

4. Special Education Students  

% Proficient plus % Advanced  60  34  45  27  23  

% Advanced  28  17  14  4  6  

Number of students tested  73  73  55  69  105  

5. English Language Learner Students  

% Proficient plus % Advanced  39  46  16  46  63  

% Advanced  13  7  0  30  36  

Number of students tested  15  13  12  13  11  

6.  

% Proficient plus % Advanced  81  75  75  75  74  

% Advanced  45  39  41  37  36  

Number of students tested  721  775  764  784  768  

NOTES:   
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STATE CRITERION-REFERENCED TESTS 

Subject: Reading  Grade: Weighted Average  
 

   2010-2011  2009-2010  2008-2009  2007-2008  2006-2007  

Testing Month  
     

SCHOOL SCORES  

% Proficient plus % Advanced  85  85  85  84  83  

% Advanced  58  57  53  55  50  

Number of students tested  1264  1270  1257  1228  1210  

Percent of total students tested  99  99  99  99  99  

Number of students alternatively assessed 33  27  33  33  39  

Percent of students alternatively assessed  1  1  1  1  1  

SUBGROUP SCORES  

1. Free/Reduced-Price Meals/Socio-economic Disadvantaged Students  

% Proficient plus % Advanced  80  58  66  71  66  

% Advanced  41  32  33  34  31  

Number of students tested  136  155  107  98  118  

2. African American Students  

% Proficient plus % Advanced  79  70  67  71  73  

% Advanced  34  31  29  34  35  

Number of students tested  44  48  37  35  97  

3. Hispanic or Latino Students  

% Proficient plus % Advanced  79  80  76  69  71  

% Advanced  47  41  37  38  33  

Number of students tested  228  201  167  158  146  

4. Special Education Students  

% Proficient plus % Advanced  70  52  54  34  28  

% Advanced  35  22  18  9  7  

Number of students tested  64  63  54  70  71  

5. English Language Learner Students  

% Proficient plus % Advanced  39  30  0  30  22  

% Advanced  13  7  0  0  11  

Number of students tested  15  13  12  13  9  

6.  

% Proficient plus % Advanced  85  85  86  84  83  

% Advanced  56  59  54  56  49  

Number of students tested  721  776  797  783  769  

NOTES:   
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